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LIST OF ERRATA. 

Page 10, Hue 4 from the top, dote xipon khn, at the beginning of the line. 

10, in the margin, ybr A, li, lo7, read 145, and for A. D. 755, readlG'l* 

*37, 17 from the top, for humc^ne, read Jiurrieane, 

113, 17 from the top, succeeded, read succeeded. 

17t>, lower line but one, /or his, read \^, 

137, 7 from the bottom, for seied, m/of seized- 

*203, 4 from ditto, /or ordnance, ordinance. 

*21 (>, in the first marginal reference, /or A. D. 1553, read 1253. 

Do, in the lower marginal reference, ybr A.D, 1125, read 1255. 

2*2 t, 3 from the top, dele/// after exjx'dieiit. 

3 ID, 10 from tiie top, for this, read thus. 

357, 3 from the top, /or noble, read noblest. 

380, 18 from tlitto,yor pros, at the end of the line, read pro. 

384, 4 from the bottom, /or Turkan, rco//Turan Shah. 

418, 17 from the top, y'or he, read the 

450, 17 from the bt>ttoni, /or possible, read possibly. 

475, 14 from the bottom, /or lirniaiient, rco// tirmament. 

510, 14 from the bottoni,/or inerchaiiics, reod mechanics. 

5*2*2, lO from the bottom, y or deemed, read doomed, 

538, 0 from the bottom, jor to, read of. 

558, in tile 2nd line of the margin, /or 67, read 61, 

.566, 18 from the bottom, ybr on, read or. 

567, 3 from the bottom, dele inidery 

568, 16 from the top, ybr superintend, read superintending, 

571, 12 from tbetoj), prefix of. 

651, in the bottom line, /or tiouet, read ilower. 

708, 7 from the top^, /or than, read to. 
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CHAPTER 1 . 

Uuiuh'cd and Thlt (^-second (i> ike iJundred and Fifftj ctgfith of I ht Uldjerah. 

Erf'ABLlSnMCNT of tlie house of Ahbas, in Ahiil Ahhas ui Seffaul}, tlie first of that 
Diunst>. Saniiiiinary proeeoflings ajjautist the vaiiquiWird part v. Mission of Ahn Jau!- 
i\ rinto Khora^^sauin Jealousies conceived aifainst Ahd Mosslcju. At>ul Ahhas rvtnow^ 
tliC seat (d go^crnuient from Kufah to Aid>aur. Abu ^fosslem’s visit to iiini. Death of 
\hid Abbas : duratio/i of his reicni. Accession of Ui Mnusur, or Almansor,' Ild Kliahf 
ot* tihe bouse of Aldra-. lievolt at Daniascu'^, snpjUTSsed by \hh 3Io-ibieni. Tiiat chief 
\sil!idraus to\rai(is K]]ora5saun. Is prevailed upon to return to the court ofUI AInn>ur. 
In \viiO'.e picseiice iie is uitimaleiy ]>ut to deatli K^Iiniate of tlio^e who pcri^ln tl dnrin-*- 
iiis san^^Uiiiar} career. In^nireciion ofSenbad tiie Mai^ian. Defeated. Di^i^Ubt occa- 
sioned [>y UI Mun-ur'.^ claim to the booty. One of the sons of Hadtanm estabi/b,iu‘s 
himself iu Africa. Inc-urrectioii of the lioumiiali siuidenly quelled. Anotiier hi De- 
^ a r/, in fa\ or of tJjo race oi Fatima, aKo suppressed. UI Alnnsur founds tlie cits of Bauh- 
dcid. \\ lnci]i> saiil to lunc been cousti uete(i in a «reat decree from the ruins of Mcdaein. 
Death of L 1 Mim^ur, Incon^iistciicv character, Commeucin^ - - 1 

CHAPTER IE 

Hundred and Fiflij eighth to the Hundred and Xtiu fy-ihird of the Hidjerah, 

Arce>-ioi) i)f S.!< liefh, IJht Khiilifof the iiouse of Ahhas. Doctiiiies of the impostor 
?>J(jkeiiii!a. ills oni;iii, and iliaiacter in l)i-> jn'ineijaal castle, lie destrovs 

ihniM'lf and i)i.s [•oii!j)jnions. Sueieasion to the Khclauf it an anijed in favor of UI fjanriv 
and iiireierdon to IJarun. Ad\ anccuienl of Vakalithe favorite of Meliedy. He hceomis 
a \i( Inu to his liuinanily. Uireuiiistances iiretcdiiie and attending the dcafli of Mehedv. 
lln chaiatter. Instances of his love of justiee. Hischmenev. And nnhomided iihci- 
ality. rrocei (lings- on his deatii. Accession ofUllJuinly, IVth of the house of Ah- 
has. Jnsnrieaion <d' the Uatiniiles in licjanz suppressed. Account of the S('ct of 
theZcmleiks. Di-lingnis!nHi rank of some of their Umders. Their project to stupas, 
t]:e cenijioshlcnts'of the Koran, is frnstraied in tlie experiment. Their jmrseciiUoiv ami 
sni.pressi.ni, in the time of UI Handy and his predecessor. UI Handy (piarrels vvilh his 
mother tor her amhhitms inleileience. His design to exclude his brother Hauin from 
the succession, defeated by his own prenr.lnre death. Period of tiiat event, xvltivh is 
variously accoiinfed for. Accession of Hainn iir-rashid, \ th of the house of \hi)-,-.s 
Abdication on the part of his nejihew Jautfer. Tlie cjneen mother resumes her infinen.'e' 
Her death consigns the inanagemont of iilfairs to \ uhexa of tlie race of Bcrinek, or Bar' 
mek. hi A imdii declared heir apparent to the throne.' Serviees ofhis governor Fazvtl 
Px iniekitv. Insurrection of Yaheya the Fatimite, in Tebristaun. He is induced to sur- 
render Ins person, by the address of Fazzel. AVho is made governor (T Klmrassaim. 
Jaulh r Fieimekkv aboiit th>s same tnue appoinletl governor of Egvpt. Further honors 
aeeunmluleym the family of the Bannccidcs, fiaiun reniovesAhe sc;it of «overn- 
iiient from B-agiidail to llakkah. Ally the Mahanite appoitjted governor of Khorassann. 
Harun maivc, vi viivisimi ot the empire between U! .imein and UI Mamtin. Eminent qirit. 
ities, ami dislmg-mshed favor of the race of Barmek. Causes assigned for their ultimate 
disgrace and uestniction. Odium atUiched to the tEemory of Hurun on that account. 
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nosiiHties bctu'ceii TlaniD nnd the Greek einpcior. Eeuilt at Sau^uikaiK], <»f Raui?ia 
tlie son of Laith. Who defeats thetrooj)s of Kliora^saun. flarun suj)(‘rbedes llie t\rau- 
nicui governor of the tatter province. Formidable progress of the insurrection iij Traii'- 
oxiana. Hama’s great disquietude from a dream. Impaired stale of hib health. 11c 
jnnrclics into Khorassaun. ReachesTusse. circumstances of liis death. His children. 
Tribute to the nietnory of his fiu crite uife Zoluiic’ah. - - - P;jge - 

CHAPTER lU. 

Hundred and Xinc'i) third io IheTiro Huudrrd and Tivcnty svienth of (he Til 

Accc^NUniof Ui A mein ^ Ilhoftim houseof,\])hc\ 5 . ProretMhn*;^on In - j'spi \ t<>>ceui e his fath i*s 
treasures. Prudent deme-anoi* of El iMainnn. Wiioi^ t \elnde>! i>\ ijis brf>tijpi ly{r.n iiis 
right to the .si{cceS’>ion. E'l \mein di'>|)p,t(die? arj annv u> invade Ki]o 5 a*.^:ujn. U 1 p. Iji'. 
(iefeated hv Tauber Zulvemnein, Ei Manuui as?u;ne> tlie title autl autboiiC. <d' Wh dif. 
Inratuatc'd indiii’rn ncv^ <tf Ei Ainein. -another (,*f d d’-atei ifv ve.-.uiec!. 

Acbfress and continued sncees'>es «d’ tlje ia Iter. Itdo i^jidned (>'/ ]p>ueifiu lein-Eree- 
nv'nf^, under HarlheJnali, or ilarethmah. ]')i-contenls ainong the "'iddvet> of' E 1 Ann h:. 
'Nv iiose person I 5 Ijv Ilu^seyne the Alahenite. Hal luuiua^els re>t<'UAl to aullio- 

lity. '^Idie eily oi‘ Mekkah declares for Id AJainuu. Sieii<^ ol HagluLul. De^paij’ of 
L i Amein on the de^ertimi of the be^l part of lii> troops. fAcrlioiis ol' t lu' popnlae in 
delViJce of t!ie cajdted. Idle garrison re<i'u. ed U> the bed e\tre\nily. El Ann >11 idlls \\i\~ 
expcctedis inU> the liaiuU ot’Zuly emiieln, by v. lu»e diri'enous he 1 > nlliinaleh pal to dralh. 
Saneiider of Baghdad. Report of llaicihinah to El ^laiunn, <sm Hjc deal li ofhis !)iu.hrr. 
Skcteii of the character of El Ameim Areession of 1 1 Maumii, A Illh of ihe house <;f 
Abbas. Decluio liMiig the seat ofiiis gm erjinuml at Haelj()<;d Ln^Mn<'(b‘onof\uss^•r 
the son of Shehei!) in Irak Arab, j^uiy emn*'iri hloekades tlu* in-airgent al liakkedi. fn- 
surrccthm of. Abu Sfuraya, at Kufah. He is atlaeked ami deriMled ])v I ian t hiJCib. 
Lltimately taken and put to death. Transaction^ at Hassorah. At AE kk.di wbi'V'liu^ 
authority oftlie lum-e o(*Aid>as is le'^toreil, iMuKms^iun sent loa -uiu,* tfi<' gw^'^ rMUIen^ of 
A einen. Disputes )>etueen Haretlunalj and t]]e govemoj ofPaglulad. ddn'Joijuer pro- 
ceeds to Meru, ulierc he is put to death through the iidiuemu^ of the V« .:zrir of El Ma.- 
niun. Iiisurn^ction among the trooj>s at Haglulad. Their (u fePit^, ami ''nb^eipic])i io- 
iiuit [n‘occe<lings at tint place. AldetcJied situatioii ofthat capital, Ih'odutmn of I d 
IMaaiun in faxorof Ally Uu/za, \\liO\n lie Oiten 5 il)ly decdares, lieir to tiu' Kiielaufnt. 
Tlie troop- of Haglidud alijure Ids aulhoiity in (um>e.} nenee, and pnu laiin Ihrauhim the 
sou ofiMeiicdy. Ei AJ:uiuui is ad vertiscd of tin* :>itnatiofi of extern Irak In AlN huz/a. 
Deatii of the latter at Tusse. f { MEnun luriMvs at IiaLdnia'l. /ul\eni!n*iu aponiub d 
to the government of Klioiassauu. 1 )js! i rectireu of IVmln k Khornund-dn. Aie.taiw^ein 
nominated to succeed to the empire, deathof I d Alamnn. Ski tidi oi hi^ eharai t' r. 
Accession of _Mnlau>sem, AlHliiof tlje lionse of Abba^* I'oumlation nf Sanj}]jah. De- 
feat and death of tlie impostor Haubek. ihcstilities witli the <HT*elv eiuperoi Idu-oydnin . 
Conspiracy against .Mutaussem defeated. His death and cliuracter - - - liO 

CHAPTER IV. 

Two Hundred mid Tweutif ^nenthio ihtThree Hundred andThlrtu fourth of the Hidjerah. 

Accession of El AAantliek, IXtli Klialif of the hou'jc of Abbas. Deiih and i li nac- 
ter. U1 AlutexvukkcJ, Xili of tlie hou^e of Abbas. H is avm ^ioa to Je\s and Clui^tiaas, 
and intolerant spirit in other respects. Absind ami capiicimis Iddie- : and dcadj. Hc- 
niarks in anticipation. El Alnntusser, XIiIj oftlie lu>!ise of A]d>as. His '-hoi t reign and 
death, Ei Mustaein, Xllth oftiie house of Abbas. Conspiracy against ids govriinm nt. 
Among tlie Tartar men eiiaries. He laki's letdge at Hagiulad. Js tlime bedf'ged and 
compelled to abdicate Ins authority . L I Muatte/, XHIlh of the bouM* <if \bb«« . Hi- 
Abdication : and death, U1 Muliteddy Xl\ ih of die iuuKe of Ai*bas. Hi> abdication 
and death, and xirtuous eliaracter. El Muatemuied, \\ th ofihe house of Abbas, Vx- 
kub Laiss defeated by El aioufiek : anecdote of tind adxeafur y. ot ib.eZenmnk ^ 

at Bussorali, Death of El Moulfek, And of Ei aiuateiinncd. bketdud'his cliaiacteig 
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and darailon of his reign. I I Muatt zzed, X\ ItU of ihc Iiou ^o ofAl>I>n«. Possession of 
Balia re\ne by the Koraunietali, or Karmatljiaiib, The\ extend liieir usurpations to 
Kufali. Reply of one of their chiefs to Mirateziied. Death and character of tliat prince, 
LI Mnkteffy, X\ Hth of the house of Abbas. Invasion ofSvria bv tiie Kerauinetah, in 
which they are defeated. Death of Muktetfy. Tl Muktedder, X\ IHtli of the house 
of Abbas. Con.'jpiracy against liis autiiorily defeatc*d. Further depredations of the 
Keraumetalu Couieipieuccs of the imbecile gov ernmeut of Muklcdder, Capture of 
Mekkah by the Kerauinetah. Assa'>siiuUion of Muktrdilcr. Rediu ed Jiinitb of the em- 
pire of the Khali hi at this period U 1 Kulier, XlXtli of the house of Abbas. deposed 
by the commander of the T'avtav g\iaid,3, aiul other cliiefb. LI Uauzv, XXtli of the house 
of Abbas. Composition witli tlit^cluef of the Keraiinietah. Ehen Muklali tin* Vozzeir 
invites a foreign adventurer to Baghda<i, and loses Iiis right liand. The Makannian Iiow- 
ever enters the metropolis, and extorts from L I Uauzv, tin* title and <lignit\ of Aincir- 
ul-umra, now first instituted. Death of L \ Ilauzy. L I Mutekky, XXUt of the house of 
Ahhas. Rapacious violcuceof tht^ Anu*ir-ul-umra. The Khalif restored to his authority 
by the aid of the Syrians. Is airaiu betrayed by anotlier Annur-ul-uinra. Dejmsed and 
deprived ot sealit. Ld Mustekiv, Wild ot the Inuise ot Abbas. Alnucd the sou of 
Buiah enters Hai^lidad. Rec eive, from tiie Khalif the title of Muezzuul-douhili, And 
uUunatei} dethrones him. Coiitemjvjiary prince') in tlii 5 reign - - liP 


CHAPTER V, 

T/tree Hundred and TJtirf}/ four fh to the Six Hundred and Fijfij sixth of the Hidjfrah* 

Aceossiouof fl Mutfia, XXLlld Khalif of the house of Ahhas. Creal declension of the 
}»o^^er of tho>e immareh^. Blaek -t-ne of the Kmii>ah re^^ored hv the Kerauinetah. 

. j r . I i . . . * 


usonareh'). 

Ahdica.tion of _»iutcia. Li Faeia, A\i\ th <d the house oi Vb!)as, The Isinanillans 
become mvi^teis ot lltjauz. Di'''<“U'aons auioni^ tin* rate of lUiiali. Seizure ami 
or I 1 Taoia. I', Kailar, WVtl; of i!i-^ lioa-a of Aliha,, I’rolimiuarN =Utc- 
no'iit. f riendlj coivfNixiii.f'iitfli. tucc.i Ti Ka' lor and Malimud of Ciluvjirin. ' Doatli 
ot L 1 Kadrr. Nutijc of reidonssy. Co!ilcm|>orai-_\ so',creii;iis Id Kaciin, XW'llli 
of lilt- house of \ld)as, ISessau-s.-rs i'niit-v die I'atiiiiile Khalif of F.!;\pt to hi- 
assi-laiice. 'C.-hrel lie-; of ihe vaee .if S,-l ji.h eui amp, 1„ tore B',>,;ii.|;id. liiot ilii tlir 
.Seipikraii boidieiy, and impii.onmeiit of ihe la-t \m.nr id innra of 1 h,- lacc ofBiiiali. In 
t.u-;yseiK.‘ otTo.;i,re! Bes, Be-sans-en rev, i’ai^i.i'ad and inorlaim, llm aiilhor.tv 
of oi.otnnsertne fatirniv. T.mlnvl B.-; relmns mi-l r.-loi,- II, al ofl d Kaeim. Caplur.- 
ami df'-il.i ot l,e,s;;iisse,v. Li Km im (■■iem-cs K... oanuhi.n- of the .■'.djokian nionaivh. 

ni lo^inC and aeeession , f 'd-.p \id i>,at;, ofn kaeim. I'ontempo- 
r.-v M'VP, L Mukteddv, \X\llth ofll.e house of Al.ha,. Espou-es the 
d„r,;h(.., ,d , A Shah Death of that prince. Ami of MuktiCdv. Conlemporarv 
M.woMuns, L , nJM,ie.ln,' WVlJl!), of ihe lioime ot \hl,as. D.nulion of I, is ivi-;n. 

! ‘ , a "O.a^hdml removed dml.,.; thi, r.-i,on from the vv,.,ten) to the ea-lmn 

-anl, o the I ,-,r,s Confempo, ary -o-. me: :-,s. id Musiershid, WlXihof tin- 
hous-d Am, as. H„ In-o-her d.spno., the kheK:„f,,| -aith him. Is takm.and o.u.loned 
inero-a.IA.m, Saltan (.,-a!neloi the iaeeofSeijuk and peiM.a-ies l.im'to all.,.-!: 

'V ’ ' 'u'' *' '-'■'''■i liit' 'l -d-r. Ji,. „ defeated lu an < spoditmu 

. ,V,ll n M„-,a.m„'oi the rm e ot Ndjuk, and a-o,-s, Hated '-/one oftlm z.alots i.i 

l' h- VidV X I " eh.,ra, t..,-, Conlemimr.irs soserci;;ns. 

l,,m s„_,t .0 l.npniml tor t w o mouths, m vain. Id B , hid is also a,s;,s,i„ated. Con* 

Vi' -'i r , t'\ ' ^'1 MnAmijid, XX.Xild of the Imn.e of 

Di'o' irr a ^ '-'X* AXMIM of the houat of 

s o -kmn ' i ' 'vvv e-mtmnporary. 
s-aun a„d Laui. l.rmj.dmas m favor ol u.ule. De is threatened svitl, an invasion on. 
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IX 


tl.e jiciit of /flahonimrd llie SuUftii of Khvirezm* rrom\\hit.h Le is velitivcd Ia h scvoie 
\siiUcr, and Ihe subsequent hostilities vdth Jttf^nrh, ilis death, and a sketch of ins 
character. Ui Zaher, XXX\’fh of l!ie house of Jjhas. tiis beuevidesit desi<rns and 
premature clcatij. U 1 Mustunser, XXXVltli of thehous« of Abbas. Deutli of Jengutiz. 
henevoionl government of ?du'tun-er, Hh sticcoss against the Moglnds. College of 
Alustansriah at Baghdad, erected by him. His death. Skettli of his character. Ul 
MintausHcin, XXXV Uth and last Khalifof the house of Abbns, Appointuient of Ebcji 
Alkeiiia to the Vizzaurut liis vindittive designs ugaie.'^t Ids master. Invasion of Hul- 
nuLii Khaun. Kliurshali prince of Alinownt su!)niits to iiiiu. Beriidious proceedings of 
Eben Alkenia. llulauku advances from Hannulaun. A divisi-^n of tiie Kbalif s lr(iO[)s 
<h*f**atfd by his advanced guard. Vpatbv of Mu^tausseni. Hulaidvu ajiprars before 
I'SagInhul. V. luTo the Khalif delivers up his person to him. lie enters tiie metropolis. 
His iusuiiahh* av.ui^'c. -ml olxlurate cruelty. Death of iMuslaiissem. Dreadful masya- 
« real Bagluhid. Di^Ujipoinlineut of the peifidious Eben Alkcnra. Duration, and final 
{■xiiactiLU of the \>oVkcr of the house of Abbas. 1^4 

CHAPTER VI. 

Tti'o [Jundved and Fourth to the Four Hundred and Fori ij eighth cf the Hidjerah, 

The narrative reeedes to fnruish some account of the princes cotemporarv oitli the Klielau- 
ful of the house of Abbas, Zulvemneiii, Lst^,^5f the Tahenles, invested the gt)vcrn- 
ment of Kborusvaun. Abjures the authority of Ul Mamun : his deatii. Tulleiah, IKl 
of the race of laher. Abdullah, llld of the race of Tahcr 'Faher, son ol’AIiduilali, 
IV rh of Ills race. Mahommefl, V'th of the race of Taber, falls into tlie liands of Yakub 
Laisi. Origin of the Snfauriab or Sufaurides, ami of the mhanceuieut of Yakub I/aiss. 
He obtains the g<>\ernmcnt of Seiestann. .Subdues Khorassaun. But is unsucce^sfid 
in an expedition iiUo Tebrisrauii, Defeiitcd liy Ul Moulfck the lirother of the reigning 
Khalif. lli> dealli and character. Omar Laiss, lid of tiie Sufaurides. I •> debated 
and taken priiouer by Ismueil of tlie race of Saiuan. He is convened a prisoner to 3agh- 
da<k SkeU h of hi-) character. 'I vdier Hid and last of the Sufaurides. Deieated iuid 
taken pri^o^ser by an iJisurgcnt. Origin of the Sanianides,. cr race of Samun. Nasser 
tiie t>on of Ahmed rece ives a patent from tbif^ reigning Klraiif, i’uvthe government ofTrun^*- 
oxiaira. His son I^maeii becomes hist monarch of Bokhara, of ihe race of Saman, 
IlK vnliiou'* ]>iiuciples. Benardcd 1)\ the discovery of the treasures of Oanar Laiss, 
Hisidcatli. Alimed, lid of tiie race of Hainan. Vs'.a^sinated by hi-. sia\es Nasser, 
Hid of the race of Samau. 1% uusucces^fidly attacked h\ liis uncle. Expels the uburper 
I'aeik from t!ie tenitoiy of Hc\ His deatii. Nouh, IVdh of the lace of Saman. lie- 
\olt of Ai>u Allv, uho exp.cK him for a time from Bokhara He is rccoiKiled to his ad- 
ver^arv, and give? liim the goveiumcut of k hovassaun. Ahu Ally linallv ilies to llokkcn- 
ud-doulah llie DeHemite. Death of Ameii* Nouii. Abduiineiek, V’tli of the race of 
Sainaii. Mun-iir, V Ifli of the lace of Saman. Alputtekfin revolts from his authority, 
and secures Uheznein Diuiiiguished character of kht>lf the son of \ limed, pviuce of 
S<-iesta HI. 'Freaty hetucM u Ameir Mun^ur and Rokken ud-doulah Heyleiuite. 
Death of Alunsur. Nouli the ibi, and YHtli of the race of SAmau. Death of \lpiit- 
tekein, or Alopteirgin, and accession of Sebekteggiii to the government of (Hiezuein. 
Discontents iii Khorassaun. Boghra Khaim, monarch of 'Euikestaun, associates witJi 
the rnaicoutents for the invasion of Trausoxiana. He takes possession ol‘ Bokhara, Is 
smiflenly taken ill. Returns towards his oun dominions, and dies on the marc li. Ameir 
Nouh rotu'u? to bis cap>ital, and is restored to power. Invites Sebekteirgin to assi-»t 
Jiim against his rebellious vassab, who are consrqnently defeated. Fin ther proceedings 
of \lm Allv and Eaeik, The former ultimately perishes in the jirisons of ScheLteggin, 
DCvilh of Ameir Nouh the ild. Munsur the lid, and \ UUh of Uie race of Saman. De- 
feated li\ Mahmud of Glieziicin, and dethroned by his own ministers. Alxlnhnelek the 
lid, am.r IXtIi of llie lace of Samuii. Is taken prisoner by Eylek KIkuhi, monartli of 
Ka?iighar and Turkestaun, and dies in captivity at Ouzkmui, towards the souu es of the 
Se\hun Unnieil, the last of the race of. Samau, is put to death bv one oi the (dijceis of 
Mahmud of Giiczacin. Origin of the Deyaulmah, Dey lemites^ or race of Buy ah. Tiieir 

b 
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< pJoLMif-stictUeiC rjaitialu] iu]-(]oi]li;h, Isl liioniin II <>t' 111 '' o; rai\alu Ih^ 

ii< n <U Shirauz. rurtmiate di^vovoiio.*> of ti< a'>nrcMlani-‘i; lii^) i;o\tniir.ep^ l!*'s 
deatli. Miiez/ I>oconu'^ Auieir-ui-nnini of the Khilaufut. Ilf^rLenufl 
doulali. Ez/ed-iKplouiali, luh id (ioulali, Fakiier uiidouiah, Slj'uj u i don- 

l.ili. Sai)Huni!i 11(1 (louiai), lialm-ud-douialu Mejid-uddoulah. Sultuun-ud-(.(oti[a{K 
^Ui^.!uu^uf (ul-douiali, Juilaul ud-doidali. Ezz-ul-iiiulk. I iaJclek ui-udii ini. Aim 
.Minisar FiWI ind ''ottonn, /\hu '’>ll\ Kev Klio.'.'jrou last of the vace of HunuIi, ^id>miu 
fo Alej) Arslan. Of Washinairin ii and the princes of Jnrjann Ids sin i'essois. Second, 
Heissetonn, Thini, Shuins-ul nrauia Kalious. \ ici>dtudes of iiis foitnne. S:*v<Te 
eiuiracter. 11 ( 0 ^ driv en from Ids govenunent, and put to death, roiadi and last, 
Aleuutcheher ' - - - - - - - - ~ - -22 1 


CHAPTER VIE 

Three Hundred and Sixty jljih to the Sit Hundred and Fifiy fourth of the IJidjnah. 

Accession of Sohekteirgin, lid of the moivarchs of Gheznein of the Tartar race. He ex- 
tends the dominions of the ik'u diiiasty. His alHunce v. i)Ii \ouh the Samannian. Dies 
at Balkh. Incident illustrative of Ids benevolent di-j)osition. Issmauil, Hid of the 
nionarchs of Gliezneiii, Is vanipii^hed and divested of his ]H»ver by Ids l)rother Alah- 
mud. Sultan Mulunud, IVtIi of the moirarchs ofGheziiein, Is n ealled from his e\pe- 
<litijn against IMiiltaun, by airirression on tJje part of Evlek Khaun of I\a^Il:har, Wliom he 
<h^f(‘ats near Halkli. I iLs vi( torv over Antindpal near Pe'^’havver. C;>})ture of rdn im- 
nntmnr. i enipovary acconimo(fAtion with the Hindus. Subjuiiatlon '>f f ihonr. And 
otiier territories boundinii; on Khorassaun He bestows the province of Kiiaure/in 
AltunTaush. Expedition to Kanonje. To Sonmnant Spb ndour of the t('Uipt • and 
immense wealth ut tiiat place. He returns fo (iliezindn. Fate of Dahdnelciava his k wz 
ofCJujerat. Correspondencewith El Kader. Expedidon to chasd^e llie inlmhitanfs of 
Kell Jon I, lietueen the Inrlus and Kashmeir. Hi> death and eharmtm'. M ihomnn d, 
I rti (dtlifMnon irehsofGhezneln. !s dethroned and dep,iv('d of siu^ht bv iiis nobles. Mos- 
saoud, \ Itliufthe moivari (tsof Ci lieznein. The rat e of ^(d juk e.^tablisli tluMnselvtN i,j Kho- 
russann. HEissuoud^ e\j)oditio'i into India Wlii di atfords to the vace of .SVi jnk an op- 
]>eituiiifv ot coiisolidatini^ their pouer. Tliey defeat him in a varic^ty of conflicts Oii liis 
letiirn. He i, seized by his slaves, and pmt to death bv Ids tp p!\e\v Mimed. Siutan 
Moudirf \ Hill of the (Hir zm \ id(‘s. If(‘ puidsiies tfie destro\(*rs of his father. His 
death. Mu ^samul Hd, a nnnor, ^f^ft!loft^le rnoirandis ofGho/nein. Snitan Ally, 
I.mIi Abdni I a-iiici \th. And FurruKhzand Xllii ot tiic* monariiisoi Cihoznein. IHs 
\ivtones ov^r Daoud of the race (»f Seijnk. Hnt uitimate defeat !>v Alep Ars’en. 
Hbdeatli. Suitaii Ibranhim, With. Protracted reign. Mussaoud the Illd, and XHlth 
the njoiiarch .1 ol (Hieznein A benevolent pn!ice. IXpedition of one of his -enends 
to the Ganges. His reign and death Arslan Shah, XlVth of tin* monarclis ^rf (.h v- 
min. Contests with his brother He is ultimatelv taken prisoner and put to derh. 
Ikdiram Shah X\ th ot tlie < J heznes ides- A magidficent prince. Suppresses Iheremd- 
bon under IVahleim, in the Punjaub. He U defeated by \1U nd dein llie (iiionrian, and 
dies ^ oon aftenv ai ds. Khossron Shah X\ It h of the monarch > of C i he/neiii, and XI \ \\i of 
ihe race of Sebekteggin. Removes the seat of government to Lahonr. Vengeance ex- 
hibited towanb tile inhabitants ofGheznoin» l)v Alla-ud dein. Death of Kbossrou Shah. 
Ivhossrou M« Ick X\ Htii and last ot the (iheznevides, and of tlie race of Sebekteg^un, 
Is twice in vain besieged in Labour, bv Sliahaub ud (lein the (diourian. But is nitimately 
ciicumventeil by an artifice. Submits his person, and transbus the junver of the family 
to thcGhovumns. Ofthe lsmaeilmn,ov Falimite soveuigns of EgypA. First, M..homined 
-eond LI Kheim. Third, Ui Mniisur. Fouith, Mnezz-ud-dein 1st. Alodern Cairo 
toiHided b> hiy generaL He removes to, and diesat J hat c ajdtab Fifth, Ul Azziz. Sixth 
i IHakem rigid vweiity towardsthepiibiic. He is cut off bv a eouspira- 

ri' (.idiiyriMustiimer. Ninth, Ul Miistaullv. Ttitlii, Ul Ara>r. 

Uh'v.Mi h I I HaUv;. Twelith, 1 1 Zauftu'. 'rhirt,.enth, Ul Fheiz, Fuurtcenthand lasl.'ui 

iiiyndc Es;>i>l Thov iire expdled bv Assucl-ud- 
‘ . ’j*'’ pi iiHT (if Damascus ExtintthmoftlioFaliuiiti? 

Mudaufut, 111 hiy doath. On-m ot Husmim Sabah, hi. early ensiiiiomeiit with Nizaiii iiU 
nmlk the grout \ ozzeir uf the hou.o ofSeljuk. Hi. alleged treachery aud ingratitude 
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towards that minister. His subsequent proceedings ,and apostac\ to the doctrines of 
the Isniaeilians. His residence in Egypt. He returns into Tebristaun. And obtains 
possession of the mountain fortress of Almowut His projects advanced by the death of 
Nizam-iil-mfilk, and Metek Shah. Concludes a treaty with Sultan Sunjur. He puts 
his children to death for various crimes. He dies. Ouia Buzarg Onnneyd Ild Sheikh- 
«i-jiibbul, or chief of Almowut. Mahomnied, Hid. Alla-zekre-liu us-salaum, IVtli. Ma- 
houimed the lid, Vth. Jullaubud-dein, VI ih. Ala-ucl-deiu, Vlllh ; and Kokken-ud-dem 
Khiir Shah Vlllth, and last of the chiefs of Aliuowut ; attacked by, and surrenders to 
Hulaukii Khaun. Extinction of the whole race. - S?"? 

CHAPTER VIIL 

Four Hundred and Twenty ninth to the Six Hundred and JSInety eighth oj the Hidjerah* 

Origin of the Seljucides, or race of Seljhk, TJjey settle in Kliorassaun and are 
successful against Sultan Mussaoud of Gheznein. Sulta!i Toghrtl Feg, 1st monarch 
of this race. Balkli and Khatirezm added to the acquisitions of tin* faniil\. Toghrel 
Beg is received at Baghdad. He espouses the daughter oil he Klialif U1 Kaeim at an ad- 
vanced age and dies. Alep Arslan, lid of the race of Sel juk. Nizam-ubniulk of Tiissc 
appointed prime minister. The greek emperor Diogenes taken pn>ionei% and liberally 
dismissed by Alep Arslan. Who is hnally assassinated by' the go\ernor uf a petty for- 
tress on the banks of the Oxus. His splendid cliaracter. JMelek Sbaj>, Hid monarch 
of the race of Seljuk. En][)ioYs his kinsman Sulimaniu the reduction otSyria. Subju- 
gates Transoxianu. Alleged transactions between him and one of the Gh ek emperors* 
IMagnauimity. Unworlfiy treatment and death of the distinguished \ ezveir, Nizam-ul- 
niuik, Hedies at Baghdiid soon afterwards. His exalted cijaraeter. .Ida established 
♦luring his reign. Sultan Durguiaurug, IVtIi fd the race <d‘ .Seljuk. CoJiU ‘'t hetweeii 
him and liis lialf brother AialmiLid. W hose death pats hmi in nitnnate jiosses-ion of Is- 
fahaun. Consigns the go\eriiment of Kboras'.anu to Ida lu'other Suiijur. Hostilities 
w til his other brother Ahihonnned. AccommodiOiem. 11 is death. Suit ui Mahommed, 

\ ih of tlie jaio (n'Selihk. His jilleged e.xpedition iijt > India. D(‘ath and character. 

;dtan Sum { ir, \ Itii of the re-ce (-f Seijak. Is defeated by the Kh nin of KaraMiatay. 
3> succes fui aga'iist Aih; ud-d('in tiicGhourian, 'Eiie Glmzzian Turks diivrniuto rt- 
xoit ag<uiist his aidiionty, lie becomes tlnir [U'i^oner. After an anlmnis capli\ity lio 
ultimately (‘tiVets bis escape, but ditcs ^ho; tly .dlcMsanis. Circat ]Ko\er of the race of 
Sc'ljuk, w idi this numaicli. The uari .iti\ e icc t<lrs. Sultarj Melnnud, of Hama- 

daun, Uiid ii ik Ajem. SuitiLu I’oghrci, of the saaiO. Salf<ui *’^,iu>'-av)ud, of the same. 
Pujciitage of ivuz/ad Nr^hin. :n:d Jai'.avin Ibddewaini Muhoniiiietl, C-Mnb’.Mtitm ag<iinst 
the go\ eiiiinent of Sultan Mu-<uoud. ibdValed- Ills ^ll^>^e^[ucn^ |)r(o;se.* ous reicn and 
dedli. Ai elck Siiah the lid, oi’Haniudannaud Irak A, irm. Ingloiuxis reign. Audileatfu 
Siduiii ?viahoj:rmiHl, son oi .Mah/iiud. Suitan Sbliio tn >hci}i. Sullmi Aisiaii. Sj’hmnhd 
Sultan IhtaliMd, last of tin* raceof Sel;. ik in Jiak A;eni. it(mia»k:J!le conjunc- 
tion of the piaiiets la his leiirn. Jeahui'ie^ between him and Ivuzzui Arslan. By wliom 
he is e\fH‘lied from Ham.ohe.tn. Js rt'-lored <m tiuMjealh ot thid cinet. ivutlugh Ey- 
lumnje iu> ites A ukke'^ii tvhaun of KiuioreAni to ilie in‘,ii’'ion ot Irak; Avlifcij terminates 
in the coiiqurst of that co'iiiti\. d'he d'*atU <d’ Sultan and tlio cxlinc don ol (Ins 

branch <jf the of 's. Ij.ik Of (lie i.ennauuiaii hunu hofifi#* .same race. Fii st, Kuw- 
ci'vi 1 he son of 'i\ heghcr 1>< g. Second, !dni *" inili. h'hu‘ !, d in an S|u;J], Eouuh.Inui 
bhaJi. Fiiili. Arslan Shah. .Sixth, .Mmck AEdiommcd. S«-'t Cidb, T<'i>hicl Stniij. Eighth 
ai‘d bust, Ma.heMUioed .'sfa.h. Of (he liUmiin or V:.n n>de i inaiu h ol llie i.ut ol Stdiuk. 
ihi^t, uliiiKin t'u sou oi Knftulme'sh. Second, Kb; i’ ‘ \rshii*. d hiol, ^mt.ni Mu-sj- 
tmd. Eoutdi, s.di m Ma>>aoud the Ud. Ed’:!;, ixn.<l;e \mian the Jin’. Sixth, ^uinmm 
the IM. btweiith, Ixc' Khossion. i.i.:hEh, kcxK.iwnsx Nhnh.Key Kvdoaud. I’enth, 
IG'y Khossion Ih* IJ 1. Et.\en h, Suiniijn die UId, d'wcit’rh, f-'ey lx hossi on tin* IHfl. 
l'ldrt«.cuth, i\inss«toudi th^ Hid. ih'urt'^entb, Ke^ Koi^ani th-’ lfo‘, in w l/ounhis In am U 

of the f.na'ly, t \|']'r<-d under the power of Ci iuu.an kluueo Enot i.i dn pn face (d' too 
hisiudunic, iC’-duxJ , • - . • oi'i 
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CHAPTER IX. 

ronr IhndrrJ and XifiHj/Jint to the Seveii llinuhed and XlneUj f fih Ike IJidjerak, 

Oni:in of the of Khaurezm of period. Kutbuddein M alio mined, monarch of 

liii:5 dimnslv, Atseiz, Ud of the Khaurezni Shaliies. Declares his iiHlc]'ciidc])ce. fb 
af tacked anti expelled die province by boUan Sunjur of the race of Soljuk iUco\t i> 

tlie country and ccuckulob a treaty wilh that monarch. KeiiCMal of hostilities, and llnal 
at coramodation. lie cxlemk his conquests to the Jaxartes. His death and lepuUd 
character. Avril Ardan, lUd of the Khaurezni Sluddes. Sultan Shah, iVihcfthe 
Khdurezm Shairies. Tukkesh Khauu, \th of the same diiiasty. Subjui^ates Persian 
Irak. Put In deieated on tlie SeNliun. llo^tiliticb uitli tiie Khalifl I NciUsscr. Revolt 
in iV'ibian Irdv suppressed. V, ar v.ilh tlie Ismauilians ofAlnionnt. Death of Tukkedi 
Kluuni. Sultan Mahommcil, Vllh of the Khaurezm shalues lie secures Kliorassaun 
a^^yiiast the Cihourians, Hostilities ^\ ith G urkliaun ilie Karaklmtay an. Tei niicate un- 
succcssfuuy lor ^ultan Mahomnicd. He reduces G liezneim Di\eitcd fitun an^.^}•e- 
d.tiou touaVds Ua^hdad by impending hosliiilies r^tli Jmgvd::. Incidiriito AAliioli cuac 
li^e to tl-ose hostilities, Indignatiim (>f the IMocIml monaicii on the murder of lii.^ suh- 
iects at Otraur. Sultan IMahouimed j^roceeds towards the .^eAliun. Attacks the M< g- 
iuilt) under Jujv Kluiun. Is terrilnd and v^itiuhaAvs toAvards theOxu'*. Is per^ua^td 
to retire into Peraiaa Irak. Is } ursm dl into. IMazandeiaun. Takes rrfr.<:e an Island 
in the Caspian aHiCI-c he dies. >ul»an Pokken-ud-dein. Sttltan (.In AautlMid-o.cin. 
And Sultan J ullanl iid-dein iMcn::! eruA , tlie last ot the K haurt /no hahies. Advcnti.r- 
t iis career of Julitaikudolciu. intn; id demeanour < >11 his retu'at at r tvs the Indus, lie 
returns tov, aids Persian hak. DiHicuhies in his a-iUv. He iinady obtains j:<.sses.>ioii of 
Aizerbaijaun. lir/ades lljeria amlcipteres Tehi>. His e^pediliMis nnjcii from that 
j'hue to Kcnnann. H e i 3 <leiG.n‘d Ija ihe Mtighuic. C iplin-'S Llddaut, andjinii hr, 
the ganison i\>v Uie ( liciu c m liu-ir gov'U n(>r. He i . dv feateo b\ 1iic Selpikiaa A’uUati i.i 
Anatolia. And linally Ia the ?doginiIs In Azerhaijaun. 1 . heci lain tei unnuli< n of hi-? 
life. '^Potai extinetioii of the hIunne::msLahies, with Juilhubu(!-<U in. Ot tlie four 
branches of the .Mahtks. idun audAidoit m Zcngiu, bt of the \talK'ks <,f Mossd e and 
Srria. Seeoml, Nur-ud dein Mahmud, Tied, Melek ''aiali. Sryt ud-dein, lid ot lMossuIo 
iuid Diarhekir. Kuth ud Hid of tiic same. Se>fn(i-dein the lid, I\ tli of the 

same. P/z-ud-dein Vlh ot the stnuc, Arslan Shah \ llii td tlie same, aiid K//: ud-dcin 
Alussaond VUth and last of llu? Ataheks of vMossule an 1 Diaihei.ir. Of tlie Atabeks of 
Azeiblijawn. idrsf, Py Idekez S( coiid, Alabek ?Iaho:nnu‘d. Tinrd,.\tabek Kuz/ul j\rslaii. 
I'ourth, Atahek Abu ilukki r. Pifthiuid last, Alab k On/ivk. Oi llie Aitubek.- ol i'ar>s. 
First Alab< k Segber. Sn ( nd ..tala k /engui. "1 hiid .VKiLck Tukhdu louuh A. taluk 
Sand, Taken piisonor Ia AiiJjommeti the Kheiurezmun. Hut leleasvd on Lee? ming 
tiibutary. Fdlh Atalick Abu Pukker. 'Jdilniluty to H ulauKu, ami Uic ) a! n n ot Sh' ilJi 
Sudy, Si>dli \tabek Mtdumnued. Se\enlii Alabek MaliomnuHl Shah. Inilith \tabek 
Seijuk Shah, hist of [lie lUuif line of the Atabeks of Shn\ui/ and lar.s, comb iimed to die 
Ia onler oi'Hulauku. Ninth Alabek Ao\sh, the coiisint of Maugii 'I'eMuni, the son .d’ 
liidauku Khaun. Of tlie Hazaniaspinc ', oi Atabeks cd' i.aiistav.n, I irst, xbuA aulier. 
Second, utabek Hazaurasp. 'PhnO, Atabck I'uklah. Fouiiii, Ati:l)ek Alep Arnhu. 
Fifth, Alabek \ lissuf Shah. Sixlii, A*lab(‘k -\frasiaujy. Seventh, Alabek dinned. Eighth, 
Atabek \us3ufSiul1, liic 11 ( 1 . Nmiii and last of tlie iiuZu.uaspides, Atabok AfiwsUib 
the lid. Ol the Karakhatayans in Kerniaun. First Ibnauk liaujeLu Ser end Suttau 
Khaujah Hukk, ’J'lnni kuth-ud-deia Maliennnvrd. Fourth the pnutu.ss kuUugh "i’niu 
kail, Idtth Suitaii Se^ urgiiciinesh. sixth tlie iirincess Padsiudi ixiuiutun. •SiAU'iitli 
Sultan Mah‘> lumedSlndr. Li-hthand last ofthe Karakhataxans (vi kermauu, Saltan Mrah- 
Jairaun Origin ot Uu race (d i\iUzuiUir. i nst, Aineir iNiU/ornu’ ti,e srni td iNiuu.^hr. 
Second Anicii Mahommed Made grcveniurof \'ez(i ny Abu Aaeid. Manies the (L.n; l- 
ter of Sudan iuain kic Ke-mHU'dan. Obtaiii's die noNcrnmcnt of keiuaun. on 

the icductron (»i‘ Siinauz. lio^lili ics \Ath diUieir Abu Ntiack xynju. Finally produce 
the i>A‘ge 0 ui reduction ot SiiUae/, < u Fie j <*11 (d Aiiuit Mai.oinmed. Mho i n* lutu- 
everhiun aUem]'t to captuie Isfah.iun. I’liat city ultiinately taken by his nephexv. 
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Sliuli Sultiin. Morcse behaviour towards that chleK Auielr Muhomnied reduces Teh- 
leiz, but abandons it on the approach of Sultan Aweis the E\]khaunian. Hisoun sons 
conspire against and seize his person. hJe is ilepuvcd of Subsenuent restora- 

to authority. Final banish men I to Kermaun, and ileath. Thir<], Shah Shujia. Fourth, 
SuUafi Zevne-ttl aubbedein. FifUi i.vA last, of the race of Aihzufrur, SinUi Miuisdr, is 
killed in a battle vvitli Tcyiirur, !)y uhoni the pov^er of the fannly is finally CNtini^ui^hed. 
Of the Serbedaurians in Subbuz\\aur. First, Abdunezauk. Second, Ameir Mussaoud. 
Third, Eytemfir. Fourth, Keliil Asfeudiaur. Fifth, Fi.zzulullah. Sixth, Shuais-ud d ia 
Ally. Seventh, Khaujali Yaheya. Figlith, J^eheir ud-dein. Ninth, hjeydt“r Kas-aub. 
Tenth, Ameir L^itfullah. Eleventh, Hnssun Dainaglrduny. Tv.eliVn ami la^^, Ivhaniah 
Ally Mueyud. Origin of tike Sultans of Ghour. First, Sultan liusseyue J. liansouz. Se- 
cond, Seyf-ud-dein Mahonimed. Third, Gheyauth nd-dein Mahoanned. Fnurth, SIm- 
hanb-ud-dein. Fifth and last of the Cdiourians, Sultan Mahmiid. Is assassinated hv 
certain Khorassauiiies in the train of Ally Shah, the brotiier of Tukkush Ixhuun the 
Khauveznikui. « . ... * 


CHAPTER X. 

From early periods to the Six Hundred and Fifteenth of the Ihdjcrak, 

Origin of the nations of Tartury, OfVapheth and his progeny. OfTark. OfTclicin. 
Descendants of Tatar Khaun, and Moghiil, the sout of Aleiijah Khaun. Dlu'jlrious 

character ofOghuz Khaun, Names -as^^i^ned h\ him to several of the 'Fatar or Tartar 
tribes, llii dual arrangements. Ilis s<nis am! sutetssor*?. Dcstiuctioii of the Mo- 
giiiil nation in the titne of Aeil Klraun, by Tiir the snn (T i'’en{lonn, and ^onuje KhEun, 
monarch of the Tatars. VNca]>e of Key an and hi- iIutc rilabses to the xaHcy <»f 
iigauah Koun. Origin of the Keymu and I)orel^nein Al* minds, Tlu’ii einnlinn 
from Irganah Koun. Fcco\ery nt the liuids of iheir ance.-tor^. Sn])p<)’*^ed |a»sUinii 
thereof. Their 1st monarch after the empthni, AhhLi/ Kl'‘ann. Alan Koua In- 
uranddiauiibter. Her nvvsleiiou-^ lii^tory. And origin oi the Nevriin M ml'.uls- tie r 
sou Buznnjur Kaan, cotemporary u itii Abh Mosslern. His sncc(\-'^os. Fir-t, Inmka or 
Donga kliaun. Socumd, Doutonmnein Khaun. Tliiid, Kay dn KlKiioi. iiMiiti), Ik'v 
sungiir Kluiun Fifth, Ttunnnah Khaun. Froplietic H>eum of ids s<vn Kauii* ul\ Da- 
Iiauder. Deed of settlement in consetpitneio Sixth, Kabul Khaun Se\cnlh, Kaie.ilah 
Kbaun. F.ighlii Durtan Htdiainbu* u !io succeeds to his hi (fiber NiUlh Bey souka ik-haudei. 
Birth of Jtn^neh Deuili of lin father, Beysouka. A entuteliein the early name e,f dci- 
gneiz. His agent tiie de;ith of liis fatfier. He is abandoned by his primipai (dh<u m. 
Takes refuge with Oung Khaun, nusnarch of the Keraeit, at Karakorum. Ills s<'n io( s 
and rajkid udvancenient excite th* jealon-y of the conrti(*rs. f'onibination tode-droy him. 
He escaj)es to the lake Daljontaji. His -m eveding triumrli^ o^ er ah bi^ a<lver-arles. 
ht‘ assumes the name of Jeiiiiiudz Kaaii, A/;;g' ti.e -nggcsdon (-f an entlne 
sia-t. SiUne account t>f the iinpo-tor. Nuccu j'dtng cpeiati<<n< ot Jiuigmuz. Ks.pi'dntion 
against KhalM, or noilhcrn China. SlnuT uceouutofthe KtUvdJvatay .ui-. Who obtain 
possession ofTuduntaun tr) tie- Owls. Their monarch GuilJuiin betrayed by Kou-h- 
Ink the Newnan, his^*uiin law. Alliaiue of the luttf*r witli Mahommed the Khaurez- 
iiiian. roMUAa'ssful. The NayroUi tinaliv seize, the eapiial of Dalasaughnn. And 
deposes liic^ Kaiuku'atas an monarch. Ku^tdak extends his eoniju'^sts to Kash^har and 
Khot'Ui. He is at last exjkcdled Ids usiirja d do'uudon. by the troops of Jengiiei/, nmlt r 
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Mahommedan Historyi^ 


CHAP. I. 


I T may perhaps he made a question, vvlicther it is not a circumstance A- H- 13-2. 

favorable to the peace, though not to the civil liberties of mankind, 
that in most instances, the foundation of a new dinasty should be 
ordained by providence to be laid in blood : since to this it may 
be owing that, in general, the best and wisest men shall be reconciled 
to labour on under the more endurable evils and inconveniences of 
despotism and arbitrary power, rather than encounter the horrors and 
atrocities of revolutionary madness. But whatever lessons we may 
derive from such an example, the elevation of the house of Abbas 
w ould appear to have been attended with circumstances of sangui- 
nary fcrocitv, and deliberate cruelty, that have been seldom surpassed 
in the records of history ; and as it commenced in blood, so it w ill be 
found, in the sequel, to have terminated its career in the most dread- 
ful scenes of havoc and massacre. 

Ally, or as he is very frequently denominated, Abdullah, and 
surnamed xVbul Abbas Sedauh, Abiil Abbas the scnigairtari/, was the 
son of ^lahommcd, the son of Ally, the son of Abdullah, the son of 
Abbas, the brother of Abutauleb, and sou of Abdulmutleb. The 
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events which in our former volume we attempted, however inade- 
quately, to trace, having seated this prince with sufficient stability at 
the head of the Mahommedan empire, he laboured of course with 
suitable diligence to secure the submission, and provide for the tran- 
quillity of the several cities and departments of his extensive domin- 
ions. To his uncle Abdullah the conqueror of Merwaun, he assigned 
the government of both the provinces of Syria and Egypt ; and to 
another uncle, Daoud the son of Ally, that of Hejauz and the sacred 
cities of Mekkali and ^Nledeinah. The troops destined for the siege 
of Waussit, where Yezzid the son of Ainru Ilobairah had been long 
preparing for a formidable defence, were entrusted to the manage- 
ment of Abu JaulFer, betwixt whom and his elder brother, there 
appears to have ever subsisted a confidence and cordiality, in similar 
circumstances, not often paralleled. Abu Jauffer was accompanied 
on this service ])y Ilussun Kohtbah, in conjunction with Avhom he 
proceeded in due time to the reduction of AVaussit ; which had been 
for some years considered the capital of Irak, and contained Avithin 
its Avails perhaps the last hopes of the house of Ommeyah, AVhen 
he had, however, by a gallant resistance, for eleven months protracted 
the fate of the place, the grandson of Hol^airah received intelligence 
of the death of Merwaun,' and determined to capitulate AAuth his 
besiegers. On a solemn promise from Abu Jauffer, of indemnity for 
himself and his garrison, he accordingly put that prince in possession 
of the city, and Avas Avith other chieftains of his party, enrolled 
among the troops of the house of Abbas : but being soon afterwards 
detected by Abu Jauffer in a clandestine attempt to excite revolt 
against the reigning government, it was not difficult to obtain from 
Abul Abbas, an order to authorize his destruction ; and he was 
accordingly put to death Avith the greater part of his principal asso- 
ciates to the number of forty persons ; of Avhoin Abdurraihman the 
son of Beshir, and Mueyen the son of Zaydah, Avere indeed the only 
individuals suffered to escape. 

Abul Abbas had in the mean time, at an early period of his gOA^ern- 
ment, signalized his unsparing A^engeance against the vanquished 
race of Ommeyah. At Damascus in particular, his uncle Abdullah 
proceeded by his instructions, to cut off every distinguished member 
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of that now unhappy family, that he could lay his hands on ; and it 
is stated that, on one occasion,, the mutilated carcases of seventy of 
these chiets who had been beaten to death with clubs, were laid one 
upon another, covered over with a slight carpeting, and thus 
constructed into a kind of platform, on which, with a barbarity truly 
savage, the governor of Damascus seated himself to partake of a 
sumptuous repast, and to celebrate the triumph of his party. 
When there were no further living victims to satiate the spirit of 
revenge, he proceeded to violate the repositories of the dead. The 
sepulchres of all the princes of the house of Ommeyah, that of Omar 
the son of Abdulazziz alone excepted, were immediately broke open, 
and their contents burnt to ashes and scattered to the winds. The 
body of l lashaum the son of Abdulmtdek, Avhich had not ycU sutfered 
dissolution, was treated with particular and unavailing indignity ; 
after which it was burnt like those of the rest, and the ashes con- 
signed to the winds of heaven. The same vindictive scenes wore 
also exhibited at ?^Iossul, where an indiscriminate slaugliter of the 
friends and adherents of Merwaun Avas carrying on under the din^c- 
tions of Valieva the sou of ^Uly ; another of the relatives of Abul 
Ahbas, Avho may therefore l>c considered to have established ample 
claim to the appellation of sanguinary. 

lN\‘ither Avas this prince dis})Oscd to forget the dC'^igns originally 
entertained in favor of the descendants of Fautima, hv Abu Selmah 
Jellauly, and the conse(jueiit delay to his own elevation, Avhich 
those designs Avere supposed to have produced. This personage he 
therefore also determined to destroy on the lirst fair occasion. Rut 
as it Avas a measure Avliich might be attended Avith some iueoiiA'eni- 
cnce, unless it were samUioiied by the previous concuiTeiu’c of Abu 
IMosslcm, the Khalif resolved on dispatching his brother Abu Jauffer 
into Khorassauii ; at the same time to receive that powerful chieftain’s 
pledge of allegiance, and to sound his inclinations on the subject. 
On his arrival at^NIcrh, Abu Jaufter experienced from Abu Mosslem 
the reception Avhich AA^as due to the representatiA^e of his sovereign ; 
and obtained from him Avithoiit dilFiculty, the ])aishkesh, or customary 
presents, in testimony of allegiance. After the interval of a foAv days, 
Abu Jaufter explained, at a priA^ate intervicAV with Abu Mosslem, 
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A. H. 133. the further objects of his mission, and obtained from him the 
A. D. 751. declaration, that both he and Abu Selmah being each of them the 
slaves of Abul Abbas, there could be no question, that for any trans- 
gression of duty, either would be equally liable to the punishment of 
death. Having thus successfully accomplished every necessary 
object of his visit, Abii Jauti'er returnod to Kufali. V)"hen, accord- 
ing to the oriental phrase, his arrival and the execution of Abu 
Seluiah, were the business of the same instant of time. Otlicrs, 
however, state that Abul Abbas put a period to this obnoxious per- 
son’s e.xisteiice, previous to the arrival of his brother. 

It is perhaps of little importance to be told, that in the regular 
order of events, the journey of Abu Jauffer into Khorassaun should 
properly have preceded the siege and reduction of Waussit. But it 
is something material to observe, that while Abu Jaulfer resided at 
ISleru on this occasion, Abu Mosslem on some slight pretext or 
other, caused Suliman Kesheir, one of his oldest and mo;;t faithful 


associates, to be put to death in the very presence of his princely 
visitor ; who did not tail to derive from the circumstance an impres- 
sion of resentment and displeasure, which was never obliterated. 
And it is further said,* that when on his return to Kidah, his bro- 
ther demanded, A\hat he had remarked in Abu jNIosslem, he re})lied 
that he had found in him the haughtiest of tyrajits ; and that he had 
reason to suspect that, Avhile Abu INIosslem lived, he must submit to 
lead but a contemptible and abject sort of existence. He cautioned 
him at the same time to lodge these hints in his own bosom, until 
he should have an opportunity of judging, from personal observation, 
of the character of that able and warlike chieftain. 

On the death of Haoud the son of Ally, in the course of the vear 
H 134 J 

A d' 731 hundred and thirty-three, the government of Ilejauz was con- 

ferred by Abul Abbas on his maternal uncle Zeiaud, the sonofObai- 
dullah ; and in the course of the year following, he removed 
his court from Kufah to Ambauron the Euphrates, the ancient store 
house of the kings of Persia; and there laid the foundation ofMedei- 
nah Hashmiah, the city of the Hashemites. 


r* Tarikh Tebry. 
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In the year one hundred and thirty-five^ a revolt against the 
authority of Abu Mosslem took place in the provinces beyond the 
Oxus, under Zeiaud the son of Salah ; but Abu Mosslem in person 
conducting an army ao^ainst the insurgents, their general disappeared, 
and taking refusce in the cottage of one of the native peasintry, the 
latter to ensure himself against the resentment of the vi<"tori()US 
partv put his guest to death, and conveyed liis head to the coii- 
(jueror. Soon after he had re-established Ins authority on this o(*('u- 
sion, A])a Mosslem, during the year one hundred and thirty-six, 
proceeded towards Arabia, on the design of a pilgrimage to Mckkah. 
liepairing first to the court of Abai Abbas, he there experiimeed the 
most favoral>le and di'^tinguished reception, although Al)u Jaiifibr 
exerted all the influence in his power to persuade his hrotlier to put 
him to deatli. But refusing to confer upon Ahu Mosslem the appoint- 
nieiit of general of the pilgrims, on the plea of a previous application 
from Abu Jauffer, the Khalif incurred, notwithstanding, the resent- 
ment of Abu Mosslem to a very violent degree ; tlie latter complain- 
ing to his friends, that Abnl Al)1>as and his hrotlier, generally 
residing on the spot, or near it, were never without a convamient 
opportunitv of performing their devotions in the sanctuary of the 
Kaaiibah ; and that it Avould have become them, for this VL'ar at 
least, to assign to him tlie charge for which he had solicited. Tliis 
produced, however, no alteration in the arrangement ; and botli Abu 
Jauffer and Abu Mosslem departed for Mekkali with iinprt‘ssions 
mutually unfavorable towards one another. But as Abu Mosslem 
had provided two hundred caniids for the conveyance of his kitchen 
equipage alone, and he took care to precede his rival a days journey 
during the whole of the march, most of the convoy of pilgrims availed 
themselves twice a day of a plentiful repast, to which they were pub- 
licly invited by the officers of that general. By a similar course of os- 
tentatious liberality at the close of the visitation, in clotliing great num- 
bers of the pilgrims from distant quarters, and the whole of those employed 
in the ministry of the sacred places, and by other proofs of munifi- 
cence beyond all ordinary precedent, Abu Mosslem acquired on tljis 
occasion the title of Ameir in fact, while they bestowed on Abii 
Jauffer that only of Ameir in name. 
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However, while his brother was engaged in the pilgrimage to Mek- 
kah on this occasion, the Khalif Abul Abbas sickened and died. 
His death appears to have been hastened by the following very 
trifling circumstance, which otherwise than as a record of God’s dis- 
pleasure against the indulgence of personal vanity, would be scarcely 
worth the relation. lie was, it seems, reckoned the handsomest man 
of the age in which he lived : and one day contemplating the graces 
of his person as he stood before a mirror in one of his apartments, he 
could not forbear exclaiming, that he was indeed, as Suliinan the son 
of Abdulmclck had once pronounced him, the very prince or paragon 
of youth and beauty ; and as he concluded with a fervent eja- 
culation, that heaven might give him health and length of days in 
the enjoyment of all his singular advantages, he had scarcely closed 
the sentence, when he overheard one of his domestics observe to 
another, there remains betwixt thee and me only the period of two 
“ months and five days.” These words were immediately applierl by 
the Khalif to his own destiny, and he expressed his humble resigna- 
tion to God’s providence. In a few days afterwards he sickened of 
a fever, which breaking out in a pestilential or putrid eruption over 
his whole body, caried him oft’, at the age of forty-two, on the thir- 
teenth of the month of Zilhudje A' precisely sixty-five days from the 
period at which he had noted the observation of the slave. 

(Calculating from the period of his nomination and election bv the 
inhabitants of Kufah, this prince may be stated to have filled the 
throne of the Khalifs for four years, seven months, and eleven or 
twelve days : but from the death of iMorwaun his reign would appear 
to occupy an exact period of four years. His character, if we are to 
credit the representation of some historians, j- was that of a liberal, 
benevolent, and able prince, although the dreadful effusion of blood, 
which preceded his accession to the sovereign dignity, hath acquired 
for him the odious appellation of Seffauh. In the early part of his 
reign the functions of the vizzaurut, or ministry of state, were dis- 
charged by Abu Selmah Jellaul ; but when this person was put to 
death, the office was consigned to Yaheya the son ofivhaled, of the 

* 8tli of June, 754. 

I Tarikh guzeiduli, and Biimaugutv, or Finaukefy, 
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race of Carmek ; and it is therefore from this period that we are pro- A. H. 136. 
perly to date the influence of that celebrated family. As one method to A. D. 754. 
establish the sanctity of his authority, Abul Abbas procured the man- Kholaussut- 
tle of the prophet for the sumof four hundreddinaurs;* and this precious “**^*‘***^““*^* 
relique became, as might have been expected, in after times, one of 
the most venerated articles in the resralia of the Khalifs. 

c? 

Ul Mu xsuR Billaii, (Dei gnitid victor) Abu Jautfer the son of 
Mahommed, second Khalif of the house of Abbas, received on his 
return from iNIekkah, at the station of Zaut ul Urrek,* the intelli- 
gence of his brother’s death, and immediately suspending his march 
until he had been joined at that station by Abu Mosslem, he com- 
municated to that chief the information which had reached him. 

By a stretch of confidence which, adverting to recent circum- 
stances, may appear perhaps extraordinary, he urged the expediency of 
his proceeding without delay to Ivvifah, there to exert his influence 
in preserving the tranquillity and securing the attachment of that 
part of the empire ; and with a dispatch, which on his side at least 
bespoke sincerity, Abu Mosslem at the head of ten thousand horse, jyj- 
hastened accordingly to Kufah ; where Eissa the son of Mussa, a Billah lid 
collateral descendant of the race of Abbas, and the cousin german of Kkalif. 

Ul jNIunsur was, at the same time, industriously employed in calling 
upon the people to support his own pretensions to the Kholaufut. 

The arrival of Abu Mosslem however suddenly disconcerted all his 
ambitious designs, the inhabitants of Kufah immediately testifying 
their attachment to the party of that popular chieftain ; and Ul Mun- 
sur repairing shortly afterwards to the spot, Eissa quietly submitted ; 
and atoning, by all the apologies Avbich he could offer, for his recent 
hostile attempt, he experienced from that monarch a degree of cle- 
mency in the remission of his offences, for which, from the contempla- 
tion of former precedents, he had perhaps but little reason to hope. 

Ul Munsur appears to have considered his authority now estab- 
lished upon pretty secure foundations ; when occurrences in Syria 
arose, which threatened to produce an agitation j et sufficient to cast 
him from his throne. His uncle Abdullah the governor of Damas- 

♦229/. 3*. 4</. lOr Zautul Erek, notfar from Mekkah. 





A, H. 130. CHS, was no sooner apprized of the death of Abul Abbas, than he 
A. D. 754. proceeded to assemble the inhabitants of that city and territory ; and 
Kholaussiit- to them declared, that at the period when Abul Abbas proposed to 
uiakiibaur. army in pursuit of Merwaun, he publicly announced that 

whoever of the descendants of Abbas would undertake to conduct 
the enterprize, to the final destruction of the fugitive monarch, should 
be considered after himself, the next in succession to the empire ; 
that he was the person by whom such enterprize was undertaken 
and achieved to its consummation, was a circumstance too fresh iu 
their recollection to require on his part any further argument to de- 
monstrate ; but at all events, when coupled with the previous 
formal declaration of the deceased prince, that it was sufficient to au- 
thorize the assertion which he now made, and wasdetermiiicd to main- 
tain, that tlie Khelaufut was in justice devolved to himself The 
Syrian nobles, and such of the troops of Khorassaun as wore present 
at Damascus at this period, did not hesitate on hearing such a de- 
claration to pledge their allegiance to Abdullah ; who was enabled 
soon afterwards, at the head of a powerful army, to proceed to Ilarraii 
in upper ^Icsopotamia, the governor ot which, he prevailed upon to 
enter into a treaty. At that place, however, he put no less than 
seventeen thousand of the nativ'cs of Khorassaun to death, from an 
apprehension, that, on the first opportunity they would not fail to 
go ov^er to Abu Mosslein. From Ilaran lie hastened shortly after- 
wards toNissebein; in the neighbourhood of which, in a camp which 
he immediately surrounded with intreuchmeuts, he determined to 
abide the decision of his claims with the troops of U1 Munsur, by 
this time in motion from all quarters to oppose him. 

In efifect, Abu Mosslem, though already doomed to perish the 
moment his services were no longer considered necessary, had 
dispatched by U1 jNIunsar, at the head of a numerous force, to give 
battle to his uncle. Appearing accordingly in due time before the 
intrcnchments of Abdullah, and after cxjiericncing a resistance of 
five months, the fortune of that invincible general was once more 
triumphant. Towards the end of the last month of .himmaudy of the 
year one hundred and thirty-seven,^ he succeeded in forcing these 

* Deteniber, A. D.751. 



9 


intrenchments ; although Abdullah contrived to make his escape to 
Bassorah, at this period under the government of his brother Suliman. 
Here he continued for some time in concealment ; but the rays of U1 
Mansur’s intelligence penetrating to his retreat, he was ultimately sent 
for by that prince, and confined to a building, the foundations of which 
had been laid in salt. At the expiration of a few days the Khalif 
caused the site of the buildinsr to be inundated in the course of the 
night, and the foundations giving way on the dissolution of the salt, 
the walls suddenly fell in, and the unfortunate Abdullah was thus 
buried in the ruins. 

As soon as he was apprized of Abu Mosslem’s victory, an agent 
had been employed by L I Munsur to take charge of the booty which 
ha<l been thus acquired by the success of his general; a circumstance 
which, though conformable to the usage of the most flourishing 
periods of the Khelaufut, gave to that general the highest offence ; 
and he did not scruple to declare very publicly, and witli the strongest 
expressions of indignation, tliat after having had the blood of so many 
thousands so long at his disposal, he was at a loss to conceive w hat 
could have happened to render his integrity suspected, where their 
mere property w-as concerned. This, in addition to former arguments 
of displeasure, contributed to hasten the crisis of those jealousies 
w hich had for some time subsisted betw^een this hauglity and pow'er- 
ful chieftain, and his sovereign ; wdio is also affirmed to hav^e been long 
on the W'atch for an opportunity to destroy the aeknowdedged 
instrument of his elevation. However tliat may be, the irritations 
wdiich continually arose, on the subject of tlio booty at Nisscbeiii, at 
length determined Abu Mosslem, w ith intentions w hich could not 
w ell be misunderstood, and without the Khalif’s permission, to with- 
draw’ into Ivhorassaun. The departure of his general seems to 
have aw’akened at the same time, in IT Munsur some very alarming 
apprehensions: andhe immediately sent letters to him, toannounce that 
he had conferred upon him the government of Syria and Lgvpt, and to 
urge him to proceed without delay, to take possession of -those im- 
portant provinces. To such letters, how^ever, he paid hut little 
attention, continuing his journey without halting until he came W 
the city of Ilai : where he w^as overtaken by Abu ITamcid 2>leriirou- 

VOL. II. G 
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A. H. 137. 
A. D. 735. 

Khoiaussut- 

til^akhbaur« 


dy, dispatched afresh by Ul Munshr, by every possible intreaty td 
urge him to return. 

These would however probably have produced but little impression 
upon him,wereit not for some other important considerations obtruded 
upon him at the same time. For at such a crisis, gained over by the 
promises or threats ofUlMunsur, Abu Daoud,whom he had so recently 
left in charge of Khorassaun, also wrote to him to suggest the expedi- 
ency of submitting to the Khalif s authority, in terms which clearly 
indicated, that, if he persisted in his present design, he should oppose 
his entrance into that province with all his force : so that embarrassed 
on every side, Abu Mosslem was at last constrained to reconcile himself 
to the alternative of repairing to the presence ofUl INIunsur, rather than 
confide to the dubious purposes of an ungrateful dependant. But 
before he took his final resolution on this subject, Abu Isshack the 
Meruzite, one of his friends, was dispatched to the court of Ul Mun- 
sur, to discover as far as possible, how that prince was disposed to 
treat him. The messenger returned in a short time, and assured 
him that he could not pcrceiv'e in the Ivhalif’s demeanor, any 
circumstance that did not bespeak the kindest and most favorable 
disposition towards him. On which, in spite of the pressing and 
ui'gent solicitations of many of his more discerning friends to the 
contrary, he took his final departure for Rumiah of Medayein, 
at this period the residence of Ul iSJunsur. 

On his arrival in the neighbourhood of Rumiah, a numerous assem- 
blage, consisting of every distinguished individual of the race of 
Uashem, that could be collected on the spot, hastened by the direc- 
tions of Ul Munsur to do honor to Abu Mosslem ; and by these he 
was conducted with extraordinary pomp and ceremony to the 
presence of that monarch, by whom he was embraced with every 
appearance of cordiality, and with every expression of favor and 
benignity. Four days, however, subsequent to this apparently cor- 
dial reception, when Abu Mosslem repaired on his customary visit 
to the palace, the Khalif, rather unexpectedly, began to recount the 
instances of offence, which on different occasions he had experienced 
kom the man, who had vindicated,* with such signal success, the 
^ Salieb-ul Ddwat, the title usually bestowed upon liijn. 
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precarious claims of the house of Abhas, Every apolog}', every 
argument, Avhich Abu Mosslcm made use of, cither to justify or 
excuse himself, seemed to aggravate rather than assuage the resent- 
ment of U1 Munsur ; until at last, as if his indignation had carried 
him beyond all bounds, the Khalif struck his hands together, when 
at this preconcerted signal, Othman the son ofNeheik and three other 
captains, who had lain concealed for the purpose, suddenly rushed 
upon Abu Mosslem, and as he was totally unprepared for defence, 
very soon dispatched him with their scimitars. The body was then 
wrapped up in a coarse mantle, and left in the corner of the apart- 
ment, where it was exhibited by U1 Munsur to his courtiers, as they 
alternately entered ; and the greater part of whom, either from appre- 
hensions of his poAver, or from the austerity of his temper, and the 
imperiousness of his manners, had long since conceived so great a 
dislike for the fallen chief, that they appeared rather disposed to 
rejoice, at, than lament his premature destruction. 

This, on ATcdncsday the twenty-fifth of the month of Shsbaun, in 
the year one hundred and thirty seven,* was the fate of Abu IMosslein, 
at the early age of thirty-seven, and when he had held the gov'ernment 
of Khorassaun for a period of eight years and some months ; neither 
the magnitude of his past services, nor the contemplation of future 
advantages to be derived from his acknowledged talents and valour, 
being sufficient to screen him from the jealous fears, and ultimate 
vengeance of a despotic sovereign. But it seems to be without 
question, that his power was already far too extensive for any sub- 
ject, and that he had designs in meditation subversive to that aiithor- 
itv, Avliich he had so long and successfully laboured to establish, 
Tliis last consideration alone, will form with many a sufficient 
apology for that act of seAmre and anticipated A'cngeance under Avhich 
he fell. In other respects, if, as is generally supposed, blood must have- 
blood, the life of Abu Mosslem could not have been expected to haA c 
terminated otherAA'ise than in a A'iolent death. Txclusive ot those 
Avho perished in the field of battle, the number of Avhom, according 
to our author, can alone be estimated by him AvhoknoAvs all secrets, and 
Avho is the infallible judge of truth, not less than six hundred thousand 
persons are positively stated to haA’t! been put to death by tliis cele- 

' rebruary 12tli, A. D. loo. 
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A. H. 137 . bi’ated wamor. His eventful story has been wrought into a very 
A. D. 7.j.5. interestins' romance entitled the Abu ^Mosslem Namah,* well known 
Kii..iau«ut- in the cast, and in which, in the tissue of extravagant adventure, 
ul-aktbaur. it ig frequently overcharged, many surprising truths have 

doubtless been interwoven. 

There resided at this period in the province of Khorassaun, a person 
of the Magian superstition, whose name was Senbad, originally of 
Neyshapur ; and who, notwithstanding his zeal and attachment for 
the worship of fire, had been long enrolled among the followers of 
Abu jMosslem,of whose favor he appears to have enjoyed so great a share 
as to have rendered himself of considerable importance among the 
natives of that province. On intelligence of the death of his patron, 
this person availed himself of the circumstance, to promote his own 
ambitious designs ; and having seduced a great multitude not onlv of 
his own, but of the IMahommedan religion, to join his standard, he 
proceeded at their head to give battle to Abu Obaidah ; an officer 
who then conimanded at Rai on the part of U1 iMunsiir, and whom he 
defeated, making captives of vast numbers of Mussulman families 
that fell into his hands in consequence of his victory. This success- 
ful outset gave encouragement to the idle and disaffected to join him 
from all quarters, and his force was soon augmented to one hundred 
thousand men. U1 Murisur did not however delay to employ a power- 
ful division of his troops to suppress the dangerous insurrection; 
neither did the insurgent on his part seem disposed to decline the 
contest. lie hastened from Rai to meet the troops of the Khelaufut, 
and in some part of the intervening desert came to an action with 
them, in which he was, in his turn, totally defeated. He never- 
theless escaped from the field of battle into Tebristaun, where he 
sought the protection of the SejDahbcd, or prince of that inaccessible 
territory. Here his short lived career was destined to terminate. 
The laws of hospitality were withheld from the rebel who had con- 
tended unsuccessfully against established power ; he was put to 

^ A vei v fine copy of the uork here alluded to, ivas trau^foired by the writer of these 
pages, at Suiat, about the year 1 /94, to Mr. Peter Bruix, the theu French resident ; and is 
probably non in the National library at Paris. 
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dprih by the Sepahbcd, with all the associates of his flight, and their 
heads were transmitted to U1 Munsur. 

incalculable booty, consisting of a great part of the treasures of 
Abu Mosslcm, and of others who had been the partners of his victor- 
ies, having, however, on the defeat of the magian, fallen into the 
hands of Jumhour, the successful general of U1 Munsur’s troops, 
that monarch, impelled either by his necessities, or avarice, once more 
put the tranquillity of his government to hazard, by demanding that 
the captured property should be surrendered to his agents. Such a 
demand was in this instance again considered injurious and oppres- 
sive, and Jumhour immediately prepared to resist the authority from 
whence it had proceeded. But U1 Munsur being early apprized of 
these hastile designs, endeavoured by the most vigorous measures to 
crush them in their birth. In the year one hundred and thirty-eight, 
Mahommed, one of the descendants of Aishauth the son of Kevss 
was appointed to chastize the author ot' tliis fresh rebellion, and 
accordingly hastened towards Rai. Jumhour had however aband- 
oned that place, and fled towards Isfahaun, of which he obtained 
possession ; but being thither pursued by a detachment of ^laliom- 
med’s troops, he continued his flight, taking the direction of Azerbay- 
jan ; during which, some of his associates tired at last w ith these 
unprofitable and distressful peregrinations, seized the person of tlieir 
leader, and cut him to pieces w ith their swords. 

In the course of the year one hundred and thirty-nine, Abdurraili- 
man, one of the sons of the Ivhalif Ha-ihaiim eifected his escape into 
Muglireb; the coast c fAfiiea, w estward of Egypt, so (ndled ; and liav- 
ing obtained possession of several cities in that territory, succeeded in 
creating for himself an independent sovereignty, which in defiance of 
the pow^er of the house of Abbas, continued in his family fur neaily 
two centuriv'?s afterwards. 

11 Munsur had now’^ re-established his court at iMcdoinah Ilaslic- 
miah, the city founded by his brother, either on the site of Anliaur. 
or iunncdiatcly in the ncighliourliood of that place : wlien, in the year 
one liuadred and forty, be became cxp^i«ed to considerable danger 
from the insnrrcctifin of the Roundiah, of whom, our nanative 
furui^hes us wivli the iuiiowing brief particulars. 1 heir founder. 


A. H. 138. 
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A. H. 140. ‘wliose name was Abdullah Rowendah, and from w^hom of course 
A. D. 757. derived the designation by which they are here distinguished, 

Kliolaussut- originally, one of the agents employed in Khorassaun, to pro- 
ul-akhbaur. vindicate the claims of the house of Abbas ; but engaging 

in some violent dispute with Abu Mosslem, he was, with the major- 
ity of his followers, put to the sword by that sanguinary chief. 
Great numbers of the party escaping, however, to ditferent quarters, 
•and having been subsequently relieved from their apprehensions by the 
death ot their most formidable adversary, they issued about this period 
from their hiding places, and rendered themselves singularly conspi- 
cuous at Medcinah Hashemiah, by an impious attempt to obtrude 
uponUl Munsur the assumption of divine honors. For this purpose 

passing in procession round the Khalif's palace, they audaciously pro- 
claimed that he was “the Lord and preserver of the universe." 
But U1 iNIunsur, on information of the blasphemous proceeding, 
having seized the persons of about one hundred of the ringlead- 
ers, and conveyed them to prison, the remainder of these infatuated 
miscreants, became so exasperated by the measure, that they imme- 
diately rushed into the opposite extreme ; they announced that since 
U1 Munsur disdained the honors which they had offered him, they 
would destroy him, and exalt for themselves another deity. Mhth 
this impious resolution they appeared before the prison gates in 
great crouds, preceded by an empty Tabut, or shrine, or colhn ; and 
having enlarged their chiefs, proceeded in the same tumultuous array 
towards the palace, in order to carry into execution their future 
design against th eperson ofUI Munsur. Tlxat prince had, hovvev'er, 
received intelligence of the danger ; and throwing himself on the back 
of a mule, hastened at the head of a very slender escort to oppose 
the insurgents. In the mean time, iNIueyun the son of Zavdah, 
formerly noticed to have escaped from the siege of Waussit, and 
whose courage and liberality rendered his name as proverbial with 
his contemporaries, as those of Rustum and Ilautcra, most unexpect- 
edly assailed the fanatical multitude, and compelled them to disperse 
in every direction ; and being also attacked from the other side by 
the guards of the palace, they were for the most part finally cut to 
pieces. An exertion of courage so seasonable on the part of a pro- 
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scril»ed individual, such as Mueyun, made the deepest impression oti A. n. 146. 
the Khalit’s gratitude ; and of this he gave a solid and distinguished D- 
proof in the government of Yemen, which was immediately conferred Kliolaussut- 
upon the object of that gratitude. ul-akhbaur. 

In this place we are called upon to observe, that an attempt to 
detail, in a regular series, and under their respective dates, such a 
multiplicity of events, as distinguished the reign of U1 Munsur, 
would swell what was originally designed as an abridgrhent to the 
most tedious prolixity. The author announces therefore, his inten- 
tion to confine the narrative, in future, to such circumstances as 
may appear essentially important, or worthy of record. To this our 
readers will probably subscribe their cheerful concurrence. But if, 
after all, the selection should not always prove the happiest, we can 
only urge in apology, modes of thinking and acting widely different 
from our own ; and that diffusion of light, which has subsequently 
contributed to enlarge the conceptions of mankind, in climates more 
congenial to the growth of a just, though frequently fastidious criti- 
cism ; of that criticism, which in the absence of intuitive judgment, 
will sometimes lead us to discriminate, and seize on such objects 
alone as are best calculated for the instruction and example of future 
ages. 

A disposition decidedly hostile, had, it seems on many occasions, A.H. 14 .'>. 
betrayed Ut Munsur into acts of severity and violence, towards tlic 
descendants of Ally and Fautima ; and the slightest suspicion being 
with him sufficient to justify the seizure and confinement of their 
persons, his prisons became ultimately crouded with the most distin- 
guished individuals of that ever persecuted and unfortunate familv. 

these accumulated injuries goaded beyond forbearance it Avas 
that, in the last month of Juinmaudy,* of the year one hundred and 
forty-five, Mahommed the son of Abdullah, a grandson of Iinauni 
Hussun’s, and one of the most exalted in reputation among the stock 
of the Seynds, at length displayed the standard of revolt in llejauz ; 
and having put to death all the officers of U 1 jMniisur’s government, 
and made himself master of the sacred cities of Mekkali and Medei- 
nah, his authority Avas immediately aeknoAvlcdgcd by the family of 

^September, 7G2* 
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A. H. 137. 
A. D. 755. 

KllOlUlH^Ut- 
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the prophet, and generally throughout the u hole province. But 
Eissa the son of Mussa, a cousin german of U1 Mansur’s, hastening 

on intelligence of the insurrection, by orders of that prin. c, at the 
head of a respectable force, towards ^tledeinali, a series ot hostilities 
commenced under the walls of that city, bet\veen him and INIa- 
hommed the Fautimitc, and continued with equal destruction to 
both parties, until the fourteenth of the month of Ptamzaun,* on which 
dav, having been abandoned by his followers, the leader of the insur- 
gents sought and obtained, what appears to have been the peculiar 
lot of his family, the crown of martyrdom. The authority of El 
3SIunsur,was hence re-established without further difficulty or opposi- 
tion. But on the first day of the same month of Ramzaun,-|- Ibrauhim 
the brother of iSIahommed had also appeared at the head of a formid- 
able insurrection at Bassorah, wdiich for some time seemed to threaten 
the most serious consequences. Soffeyan the son ofMauweiah, who 
presided over the province on the part of L'l Munsur, at first secured 
himself in the palace of government ; but being ultimately compelled 
to capitulate, the affairs of Ibrauhim obtained such an ascendancy, 
that the force which assembled round his standard, soon accumulated 
to a total, which was little short of one hundred thousand men. 

The alarm of L"1 Munsur, on intelligence of this formidable revolt, 
was not diminished by the knowledge that his armies were at the 
same period distributed through the ditferent provinces of the empire, 
at no small distance from each other ; and though the report of his 
brother’s fate, which reached Ibrauhim on the twenty seventh of the 
month, for a moment seemed to stagger the expectations of that 
insurgent, it was nevertheless boldly resolved in a council of war, 
to advance directly towards Kiifah, at this period the abode of El 
M unsur. Such a movement was not calculated to allav the appre- 
hensions of the latter ; but Eissa the son of Mrissa, and Ilameid the 
son of Kohtbah, both returning at the very crisis of his fate, with the 
troops which had been engaged against the insurrection in Hejauz, 
they were immediately dispatched to oppose 1 brauihm. In an action 
which snortly afterwards took place with the insurgents, the troops 

* Dcceiubfi' 5tli, A. D, 7C'2. f November 22ud, A. D. 762. 
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of U1 Mansur were however defeated ; l)iit those of I1)rauhiai too A. H. i 
fatally intent upon plunder and the slaughter of the fh ing enemy, P- 
M ere themselves unexpectedly attacked in the rear, by Jaiiffer, and 
Mahommed, botli of the race of Abbas, and in tlieir turn thrown 
into irretrievable confusion; and that part of the aimy of Ld Mun- 
SLir M hich had apparently fled froiu the field of battle, suddenly 
turning upon their pursuers, completed the consternation ; during 
M liicli, llirauhim having received an arrow -shot in the throat, he 
immediately fell ; and his head being as usual struck off hv the 
conquerors, they returned in triumph to the presence of L"1 
Wunsnr. 

In the mean time the insurrection of the Ronndiah had long since 
given to 11 Mnnsur an entire aversion to continue his abode at 
iMedeinah llashcmiali : and lie liad in conse(|uence directed his 
architects, in the course of the year one hundred and forty-five, to 
find out some convenient spot for the construction of a new citv. 

On a very minute and careful survey, tlunr selection ultimately fwed 
on the place now occupied liy the city of peace,’’ the present 
metropolis of llaglidad : a spot n hich is at the same time observed, 
to have been covered Avitli habitations,* at a period of very remote 
antiquity. U1 Muiisur having in person approved of tlie situation, and 
the astrologers having chosen an auspicious period for the commence- 
ment of their labours, the architects proceeded \vithout delay to trace 
the foundation of tliis celebrated capital. Tiic attention of the 
Klialif being, howvw^er, rather seriously attracted liy the hostilities 
in Avhieh his troops Avere about the same time engaged Avith the 
descendants of Ally and rautima, the progress of the Avork was coii- 
siderablv retar<led this year. ]>iit his mind was no sooner odievod 
by tlie triiimphaiit termination of those disturbances, than he resumed 
the execution of his favorite design, and in the course of the year 
forty-six, brought it to a coiielu^ion. 

The site of this n no^vlled metropolis is pcrliaps already too Avell 
known to require from us a more particular spccilication. c shall 

^ The ruim of the imciciit Seleucia, 
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A. H. 1-4G. only remark hero, that although originally erected on the Mesopota* 
A. D. 702. Qj- vight side of the Tigris, we may ia the course of tlie narrative 

Kltoiuussui- sometimes led to think that the imperial residence, with the principal 

** ’ part of the populationvwas occasionally shifted to dilFerent sides of the 

river, as the approach of danger or insult from east or west might 
render such a transit expedient. From the report of modern travel- 
lers, we however find that, in the year 177d at least, the citadel and 
the far greater part of the town, with the scat of the government, 
continued about four hundred miles * above Bassorah, on the left 
bank of the just mentioned river, where it is from two hundred to 
two hundred and fifty yards rvide, according to the lesser or greater 
curvature of the bridge ; and where, in the middle of the month of 
June, when it is supposed to be at the highest, it gives a depth of 
forty-six feet, with a current of seven miles an hour, at the centre 
of the bridge of Boats ; and fourteen feet six inches, with a current 
of one mile and a half an hour, from the thirtieth of September to the 
twentieth of October, when the river is considered at the lowest. 
With respect to the name, if that indeed wore of any importance, 
there appears to exist some differeucc of opinion among ctymo!o'.;ists ; 
according to one set of historians, there had been of old in the nei<^h- 
bourhood, a garden or cultivated inciosure, called Baghdad, the 
garden of justice ; while others, allege that Bugb, or Bagh. was the 
name of an idol worshipix'd by the ancient inhabitants, and that 
Bughdad therelore signifies “ Dcodaia” the gift of Bugh. Between 
these two opinions wo are left to determine for ourselves, as to tliat 
which accords the nearest with truth and probability. 

ATe learn at the same time born the narration of another historian.+ 
that the materials of the ancient metropolis of Aledayein, situated 
from eighteen to twenty miles lower down the Tigris, were employed 
by LT Mnnsur in the construction of his new capital; contrary to thc 
advice of his minister Suliman the son of Khaled, of the race of 

‘This must be along the sinuosities of tlic river; otherwise tl)e direct di.stance doe.s not 
appearabove three hundred geographical miies. In Dr. Howeils’s journal the distance 
from Bassorah to BaghdAd, along tlie Euphrates hy Ilclla, is computed at 4G 5 miles. 

+ Vide Parsons’ travels, wlicre the distance above Bassorali, from misprint probably^ » 
stated at seven lumdicd miles, 

4 The compiler of the Tarikh guzeidah* 
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Barmek, wlio every ar^ainient to dissuade hint from the Inipoliey 

of destroying^ one city, for the mere seliish gratiticatioii of having it 
recorded to posterity that he had Iniilt another. And that in truth 
discovering when too late, that he had exhausted his materials, and 
incurred a prodigious expemee, without making any considerable 
progress towards the completion of his design, the Khalif came to a 
sudden resolution to abandon the undertaking altogether. But the 
same minister representing, that having once engaged in the work, it 
would be injurious to his fame to leave it unaccomplished, since it 
would then be objected to him as a reproach, that a former monarch 
had constructed, what he, with all his boasted power, Avas ujial»le to 
demolish ; he resumed the exeeutioii of his plan. Nc^vertheless at the. 
iutreaty ofv^fdiman, the palace of Medayein, or at least a part of it, 
was left entire, to serve as a memorial to posterity of the divine mis- 
sion of the prophet, his illustrious relathm ; the dome of it having, 
according to the belief of the Alahoinmodans, been cleft asunder on 
the very night which gave birth to that extraordinary person. And 
there can be little difficulty in pronouncing the lofty and magnificent 
ruin, still, or very recently, frowning in solitary majesty in the neigh- 
bourhood of the Tigris, below Baglidud, and called the Tauk-e-Kess- 
ra, or arch, or portal, or perhaps hall of Noushirvaun, to he a remnant 
of the once gorgeous abode of the ancient Persian inonarchs. 

Although, from the work before us, it might appear, that the next 
twelve years of the reign of U1 Munsur, passed with the iutervcutiou 
of few circumstances worthy the record of history, a reference to col- 
lateral information,* will teach us nevertheless that this was a period 
by no means deficient in those materials Avhieh usually engage the 
attention of the historian. On the eastern extremity of the empire 
in particular, the government of Khorrassaun Avas involved in a series 
of arduous hostilities, witli the Tartars of Trausoxiana, and AAUth the 
folloAvcrs of the impostor Mokinnia, Avho had recently disseminated his 
opinions Avith alarming success, along the fertile vale of Soghd. 
But as this is a subject which will claim some share of consid<n'ation 
under the succeeding reign, Ave may venture to attend the author to 
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tlic year one hundred and fifty- eight, \vhich terminated that of U1 
Munsur, 

Towards tiio close of that year we are informed, on the most res- 
pectable authority, that the attention of the Khalif IT nlunsCir was 
forcibly arrested by an inscription on a rvall, whicn, in two Arabic 
couplets, pretty clearly indicated that he was to prepare for the stroke 
of death. Under the impression of melancholy which took posses- 
sion of his mind, in consequence of this mysterious warning, he deter- 
mined to avail himself of the approach of the month of Zilhudje, to 
proceed on a religious visit to hlekkah, either to dispel his apprehen- 
sions or to meet his fate. On his arrival at the well of Meymun,* 
one of the stations on the road to Mekkah, he was however seized by 
his last illness, and there expired on the night of the sixth of 
Zilhudje, f of the year one hundred and fifty-eight, at tlie age of alxnit 
sixty-three : and calculating from the death of his brother, after he 
had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of twenty-one 
years and four months. The event was concealed until the ensuing 
morning, when, as the nobles and principal members of the court 
hastened, according to custom, to attend their sovereign’s pleasure, 
they were called upon by Rebbeia the llajeb, or chamberlain, to 
pledge their allegiance to Mehedy, who was already considered as 
heir apparent to the imperial dignity : to which as they assented 
without difficulty, they were then permitted to discharge the last 
solemn duties to the norv lifeless remains of the departed mon- 
arch. 

Of the character of U1 Munsur, we derive from the Kholaussut- 
ul-akhbaur but little information, further than that his original name 
Avas Abdullah, and that by his extraordinary penury and avaricious 
qualities he acquired the unpopular appellation of Oowauneky and 
Abu Dowaunek, or father half-penny ; daunek being the sixth part 
ofa dirhem. AVhereas, Avhen unaccompanied withoxtortion,inaprince 
who holds the property of his subjects at command, a parsimonious 
disposition is perhaps, in the catalogue of human infirmities, that 
Avhich possesses the strongest claim to be transplanted among the 

Bfire-e-Me)muu. f October Ctli, 77a, 
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virtue?; ; in U1 iNIunsar however, from the motive of disinterested a. H. 1555. 


patmnial tenderness to which it is aserd^ed, even the odio as accoiu- 
paniuient, seems by tlie author of tlie Tarikh guzeidah, to be coai- 
meinorated with a sentiment of ap})lause. 

Having called upon his ministers to declare without disguise, 
what it was that they perceived to be the most defective in the 
character and disposiiiou of his son and successor .Mebedy, he learnt 
from them, in reply, that Mehedy, with every other possil)le virtue, 
was however di^ficieiit in one very t ssential quality ; that which impels 
us to cultivate the love and approbation of our fellow creatures. 


A. 'V 7 ^ 5 . 
Tijriutj 

giueidctlu 


Upon this, U1 Munsur is said to have immediately and de>ignedly 
abandoned tliose just and liberal maxims of gov. rnuient by v lricli 


he had hitherto seciu'ed the alVee^ioiis of Ids people, and to have had 
recourse to such measures of rapacity and ('xactiom as lay the inva- 
sion of their propc'rty, soon rendered him as much their aversion, as 
he had formerly been their delight, h* u be found, lioweveie that 


his dissolution was approaching, he sent for IMehedy, and told him, 
that for his sake he had so long sidoudtted to incur the odious impu- 
tation of tyraiinv, so foieign to the natural disposition of his lieart ; 
that he had deposited among tlie records of the treasury, correct 
vouchers of the several exactions, whieli in the prosecution of this 
singular plan he liad been led to i)raetiee ; a>id he now therefore 
solemnly charged Idm, when his father should 1)0 no more, to make 


to the rightful and injured owners the most scrupidous restor- 
ation of the whole of their properly. Thu^, l>y ex})osing himself to 
the t(‘mporary reproach and hatred of his subjects, allbrding to his 
son an unfailing expedient to win and secure their lasting applause 
and aflection. And we are further informed, that by an implicit 
concurrence with these bis father’s dying instructions, IMeliedy 
clcscrvedly enjoyed the entire accomj»lishmeut of this perhaps unex- 
ampled scheme of parental solicitude. 

The last person that exercised the functions of the A izzaiirut 
under bT iMunsur, was, according to some autlioritics, the ahove- 
inentioncd Kcbbcia, here stated, to l)e the sou of \ uness, and eele-. 


bruted as a second iiautem Tui, for his unbounded uiunificcuco and 
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liberality of spirit. The same distinction is, however, by others, 
assigned to a certain Abii Ayub, of whom we know nothing but 
the name. And we are finally told, that LU Munsur had, by differ- 
erent wives, eight sons and two daughters ; the latter by a lady 
of the race of Ommeyah, It was during the Khelaufut of U1 
Munsur that Imaum Abu Haneifah, because he declined the office of 
Kauzy which had been proposed to him, or, as it is elsewhere im- 
probably represented, because he denied the doctrine of predestina- 
tion, was detained in that imprisonment, to which he ultimately 
fell a victim. 



CHAP. IT. 


U L Mehedy Bileah* Abu Abdullah ]Maboramed,son ofUIMun- 
siir, third Khalif of the house of Abbas, repairing to Baghdad 
immediately on the death of his father, was there acknowledged in the 
latter end of the month of Zilhudje, with prompt and unanimous zeal 
by every class and description of its inhabitants. Determined to 
merit the attachment of his people, and the applause of posterity, 
this excellent prince bestowed his earliest exertions to revive the 
obsolete and neglected laws of impartial justice, and to abolish those 
corrupt and arbitrary practices, which, by generating discontent, 
resistance, and revenge, among theoppressed andinjured, have so often 
terminated in the destruction of the oppressors. With these wise 
and benevolent views he caused, in the very commencement of his 
reign, every prisoner in his dominions to be set at liberty, excepting 
.such only as were under confinement for the guilt of blood, or for 
some infringement on the rights of individual property. 

We have already adverted to the imposture and insurrection of 
Mokennia, who is here said how'ever to have commenced his revolt 
in the course of the year one hundred and fifty-nine. The true name 
of this extraordinary impostor is represented to have been Hukkeini 
the son of Aittau ; but being in person of a diminutive stature, with 
some disgusting deformity of countenance, he usually wore a mask 
of gold to conceal the deformity ; and became know n in the world 
indiscriminately by the appellation of Bcrkia, and Mokeniiia, the 
man with the mask, though his disciples conferred upon him the 
more honorable appellative of Hausbem. Having probably travelled 
in India, Mokennia presumed to usurp to himself the character of tlie 
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d;ity, supporting his pretensions, as far as our author is to be under- 
stood, on the doctrine, that Omnipotence having assumed the 
human form, or become incarnate in the person of Adam, it wasfor this 
reason that the angels fell dov. n and worshipped the common father 
of mankind ; that be had since become repeatedly visible in the 
persons of the prophets and philosophers, and of those exalted sover- 
eigns Avho had rendered themselves illustrious either by their exploits 
or their virtues; that he had recently animated the frame of the he^roic 
and invincible Abu iNlosslem ; and that at the present period he had 
condescended to inhabit his own frail and perishable carcase. 

jSIokennia made his appearance as a legislator first at Meru ; but 
finding probably that his imposture experienced no verv favorable 
reception in that quarter, he removed in process of time into tlie 
territory eastward of the Oxus, wliere, in an impregnable fortress, not 
far from the city of Kesb, he fixed his abode, and succeeded in 
engaging a multitude of proselytes of all descriptions ; but more par- 
ticularly among a class of people, either then or siihsequentl v, 
denominated the SetTaidjamahgaii, from the white vestments in which 
they affected to clotlie themselves. In order to confirm among his 
disciples the impression of his supernatural powers, he is said, by 
his extraordinary skill in tlie magic art, to have framc'd a telcssem, or 
talisman, by means of which he prodiici'd eitlier from, or above a ci'r- 
tain well or deep pit, a luminous orb* in resemblance like the full 
moon, and whicli, for the space ot two whole months eontiinied every 
night to cast its lustre to the distance of five fursungs, or Persian leagues, 


ill every direction. This was the moon of Nakhslicb sutficicntly fami- 
liar to the oriental reader, and so frequently apostrophized by the 
Persian poets. 

From other authorities we are further informed, that Mokennia, 
who ])rotended to divine inspiration at least, if not to a participation 
in the divine nature, was a native of Haiidgh.'iss ; had bcr-ii emi)loyed 
as secretary to the diwaun, or council, of Abu Mossleni ; and havino- 
been Mounded m the eye ]_i\' an arrow, was tlnn'etorc cianstraiiied to 
wear the golden mask or visor, lie isackiiov. le !g(>d to have been a 
mall of cxtiaordiiiary scuaitific accjiiiremeiUs ; and having' possibly 
made considerable progress in natural philosophy, and more particu- 
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larly in cbyniistry, to have availed himself of these advantages, to 
impose upon an unenliuhtoned multitude. When he had possessed 
himself of Saum and Sujud, two fortresscs-in the neij^hbourhood of the 
cities of Kesh and Nakhshcb, his tenets dilated with great rapidity 
through the surrounding territory : and if the compiler of these pages 
has not been misinformed, they continued to prevail until very lately 
ill some of the countries adjoining to the Oxus. 

But, to resume our narrative, the Khalif Mehedy, on intelligence of 
this revolt against his authority and religious principles, dispatched 
one of his generals, Abu Sauid the Jershite, at the head of a power- 
ful army into Maweriinneher, the countries of Transoxiana so called, 
in order to exterminate the dangerous innovation, Tlaving withdrawn 
into his principal fortress, the impostor was there besieged by the 
troops of the Khelaufut. In a sliort time, finding that one of his 
best captains had been assassinated in an extraordinary manner, in 
his own quarters by three of Abu Sauid’s soldiers,* and that another 
with three thousand of his people who guarded the exterior fortifica- 
tions, had surrendered to the enemy, I he became convinced 
that the besiegers must soon be masters of the place ; and inimedi- 
atelv determined to execute a design, to which his imagination liad 
probably been long familiar, and by which he calculated that 
he should completely elude the scorn and vengeance of his 
adversaries. In short, he administered a mortal poison to the 
whole of those who remained about his person and in the inter- 
ior of the fort, a single female alone excepted, who, aware of his 
purpose, contrived to conceal herself and escape. Vidien he perceived 
that his people no longer exhiliited any symptoms of life, he con- 
sumed tlieir bodies to ashes ; and that not a vestige might remain to 
disclose the circu.nstauces of the horrid cataslropdie. he concluded 


this tragedy by plunging into a large caldron of distilled liquid, ot a 
propertv so exquisitely subtile, that no part ot his body Avas lelt 
unresolved, tlie hair of his head only excepted, which flt)itod on the 
surface of the liquid. The femde who h i I escaped this sceim of 
murder and self-destruction, perceiving that all was now closed in 
the silence of death, ascended the ramparts of the fori, and announced 
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A. H. 15D. to the besiegers, that if they would engage to respect her person and 
s])are her property, she was ready to open tiic gates to tlieiu. Al)a 
Klu.latisMit- gauid very readily acceded to terms so advantag'.ous, and the gatt . 5 
being accordingly thrown open, his troops entered to take possession ; 
when they received, to their equal horror and astonishment, from the 
solitary inhabitant of this scene of death, a faithful relation of all siie 
had witnessed. It continued however long afterwards the belief of 
the Seftaidjamahgan, or Seff'aidposhan, which signifies the same thing, 
that Mokennia and his faithful companions were gone to heaven, 
and that he should yet at no distant period be restored to them, and 
make his re-appearance on earth. 

In the course of the year one hundred and sixtv, Eissa the son of 
A. IT, 160. 1*1* '^•1 •• • 

A.D, 777. ?^Iussa the Abbaside, after long resisting the iniporlunilies of Me- 

hedy, was at last prevailed upon to abdicate his claims to the suc- 
cession, to which he had been presumptively appointed bv the dving 
instructions of E^l Munsiir. This obstacle being removed, jMehedy 
experienced no further difficulty in completing his arrangement in 
favor of his son Mussa Handy, who was now accordingly declared 
heir apparent to the Khelaufut. Soon afterwards he determined on 
a visit of devotion to the temple of Mekkab, and tothcsepulchre of his 
prophet at Medeinah. But as mortification or penance, mather of 
them constitute any of the requisites of the pilgrimage, he took care 
to provide for his journey across the arid sands of Arabia, by an 
equipment of five hundred camels, loaded with ice and snow. Jlis 
other preparations are probably to he calculated on a corresponding- 
scale ; and scvmral thousand pilgrims who would otherwise have been 
compelled to perform the journey on foot, were conveyed, and also 
subsisted at the Khalif’s expence. His stay at IMckkah was further 
distinguished by numerous proofs of liberality, bestowed on the 
various classes engaged in the care of the sanctuary of the Kaauhah, 
for the ordinary covering of which, he caused to be suhstitued a magni- 
ficent canopy of gold emhroiderv. 

The nariati\e is now- earned forward to the vear one hundred and 
sixty-six, during which fMehedy settled the succession next after 
ISIussa, on his second son Harun, whom on this occasion he digni- 
fied with the title ol llaschid, the prudent, and in ratification of 
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^vliosc appointment he exacted the solemn assurances and engage- 
ments of his court. 

l lie only act of severity, of v liich the reign of tliis benoficcnt 
prince seems tofurnisli an example, happened about this period ; and 
is contained ill the following statement, which, as it may serve in 
some nU'asure to relieve the tediousness of the narraliun, we shall 
claim th(' indulgence of our readers to introduce. 

Daohd the son of Talunan. though employed one of the secre- 
taries of the celebrated Niisser Seyaur, maintained, nevertheless a 
very intimate correspondem^e with \ aheya the son of Yezzid the 
J'aulimite, of whom we have formerly spoken ; and indeed with the 
whole family of the Seyuds, to whom lie evinced on a variety of 
cccasions a disposition most zealous and friendly. ^Vhen tliat 
unfortunate person had been defeated and killed, and punishment ivas 
iiiHieted on [lis destroyers, on tlie subsocjuent victorious progress of 
Abii Mosslem, Daoud ivas not the last to join the standard of a 
revolution, vrhich he conceived to assert the claims of his favorite 
family, without however experiencing from x\bu Mosslem any of 
that encouragement, which lie had probably been induced to ex[)ect. 
On the death of Daoud, his son Yaktd), the most intelligent of his 
cliildren, and the subject of this article, attached himself with all Ids 
brothm's, and with undiminished zeal, to the family of the Fatimites; 
and joining Ibrauhim the sou of Abdullah of that race, in luslbrmid- 
ahle revolt against the authority of Ld .Munsur, became on the defeat 
and death of his cliief, a captive to that prince ; who sent him 
to ruminate on the follies of amhition, in the Aviiolesome solitude of 
a prison. 

On the accession of Mehody, it was, however, the lot of ’^dikub 
with many others to be released from his confinement ; and being 
admitted into the service of that benevoh nt jiriuce, became in a 
short time, in consequence of his social cjualities and hiseinating 
conversation, a very distinguished favorite, ot wliicdi he received from 
his sovereign the most conspicuous proof, in his i^xaltation above his 
competitors to the dignity of president of the diwaun, or council of 
state and finances. In the full period of his prosperity it uiifoiUi- 
nately happened, that Yakub should have had his thigh broken by 
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the kick of a horse ; an accident by which he was constrained to be 
an exile from the presence of his sovereign for some days ; long 
enough indeed to furnish the envious minions of a court, and parti- 
cularly the V'ezzeir Obaidullah, with an opportunity to produce a 
considerable change in his master’s opinion. 

When he recovered the use of his 1 g, as it was subsequently related 
by his son Ally, Yakub was sent for to attend his sovereign ; and 
obeying the summons with his usual zeal, h^ observed on entering 
the presence chamber, that it was furnished and decorated with more 
than ordinary splendour ; and what appeared further singular, he per- 
ceiv^ed a young female of exquisite beauty seat ’d by the Khalit’s 
side. The monarch demanded of his favorite on his appearance, 
what kind of impression he felt from the cont^mphtion of the splen- 
did scene ; and wVien he replied, that this world could furnish 
nothing parallel to it, he was perhaps agreeably surp’dzad, when the 
Khalif told him, that including the gorgeous furniture, magnificent 
decorations, and that most lovely female, he was to consider the whole 
bis own. Yakub was proceeding to express his acknowledgments, 
when the Kh-alif further observed, that he had occasion for his assist- 
ance ; on which, placing himself in a more submissive posture on his 
feet, before Mehedy, Yakub humbly disclaimed, on his part, any 
pretensions to require from his sovereign an expression of his will in 
language so condescending; that he had only to issue his commands, 
and it would be the glory of his life to carry them into execution. 
“ By thy creator,” said ^ilehedy, “ wilt thou engage to execute what 
“ I shall enjoin thee ?” Most truly,” replied the minister ; “ place 
“ thy hand upon my head and swear it,” added Mehedv ; which 
being complied with, and a donative of one hundred thousand dir- 
hems bestowed by the Khalif, as a further incentive to stimulate his 
zeal, he proceeded to explain, that the piece of service for the per- 
formance ot which he appeared so anxious, was to rid him of the 
continual agitation of mind which he experienced, from his know- 
ledge of the ambitious designs of one of the sons or descendants of 
Imaum Ilussun ; whom he should therefore entrust to his approved 
fidelity to put to death, in such a manner as to be unknown to all but 
himself. The Ilussenite was then shewn to him in bonds, the Khalif 
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at the same time telling Yakub that the prisoner should be conveyed a. H. im. 
to his house in the course of the evening, by a confidential eunuch. A, D. 7a2. 

Accordingly, when the night came, the Khalil’s magnificent pre- 
sent, with its accompaniments having already found its way to the 
house of Yakub, the unhappy prisoner was also conveyed thither in 
the manner that had been agreed upon. In the mean time it 
appears that the bondmaid had received the Khalit’s instructions to 


watch the conduct of Yakub towards his prisoner ; and to commun- 
icate to him what she should be able to discover, by the eunuch 
whom, with herself he had bestowed upon the suspected favorite. 
Vv hen the lady had resided some days undrr the protection of Yakub? 
the latter rcceivcdarcquest from hisprisoncr that he might be admitted 
ed to an interview before he put him to death. In compliance with this 
request, the Ilusscnitewas accordingly introduced alonetothepresence 
of Yakub ; of whom appealing to the religion which he professed, he 
demanded, whether he could reconcile himself to appear in the presence 
of his maker, covered w ith the guilt of his blood, whom he knew to be 
the lineal descendant ofthe daughter of his prophet, God forbid! ’re])licd 
Yakub, I am on the contrary, seeking for the means of dismissing 
thee from Baghdad, and setting thee at large/’ Only forbear to 
molest me,” said the Ilussenitc, and I well enough know the way 
to get out of Baghdad.” He then explained the method by which 
he proposed to escape, whicli washy tlie road to Bassorah, whither he 
designed to fly for protection. Take the hundred thousand dirhems 
‘‘which I have received from ]Mehedy,” said \ akub, “ and make 
“ the best of thy wav ; but hast thou no one whom thou wouldst 
“ desire to accompany thee.” The Hussenite acknowledged that 
there were two friends, whom lie named, whose attendance vroiild be 
agreeable to him, “ Send for them immediately,” replied \ akCib ; 
“ and leave Baghdad this very night ; the money with which I have 
“ supplied thee, will be sufficient toboartliy cxpences ; be however 
“ advised by me — remain not at Bassorah, but throw thyselt for 
“ protection into the land of Habesh.” 

This conversation was over heard from behind the hangings of the 


apartment, by the bondmaid, who communicated the whole to Mehe- 
dv without delay, by the Eunuch who had been assigned lier for this^ 
purpose. The following morning Yakub repaired as usual to the 
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Khalit’s piTsence. ‘What hast thou done by the Ilussenite, of 
whom 1 pave thoe charge some days siiicii said Mcliedy to hini as 
soon as ho made his appearance: ''M\ith respect to lum at least/’ 
replied \akub, 1 have relieved my sovereign trom all anxiety ; idr 
he was put to death the self same night.” is it so by thy creator?” 
observed 3>Iehedy ; UiOst truly,” rej^lied Yakub.” d by liaiiu,” said 
the Khalir, ‘*aad s^^T*ar it by my head.” d akub accordingly swoie 
by the lire ofMelnciy, and by Ins Maker, that he had put the iius- 
senile to death. 

Mehc dy now eddied to the attendants to bring in the three men 
who liad i)een intercepted the night berbre by Ids orders ; and the 
doors of an adjoining apaitment being thrown open, the hautimite 
and his tw o companions were ushered into the presence. Yakub sunk 
to the floor in an agony of confusion and astonishment. The Khalif 
however spoke to him no more, but beckoning to his guards, they 
couveved him to prison ; and as he himselr related at a subsequent 
period, he was thrown on this occasion into a dark and narrow 
dungeon, in w hich horrible situation he continued so long, that his 
visual pow ers at last entirely taih d him, and his body became, like 
that of the most savage quadruped, over-grown with lung and 
shaggy hair. 

At the expiration of sixteen tedious years, howxw^er, Yakub found 
himself unexpectedly rcloasc‘d from this abode of misery, and broui^ht 
once more to the clieering light of d ly. Being led by his conductors 
to the presence of the sovereign, he was directed to make his obih- 
sance, and having so done, they inquired if he w as aw^are to w hoin 
his salutations were addressed. He replied, that he supposed them 
to be directed to }^lehody, “ JNlehedy,” said tliey, is long since 
taken to the mercy of his God.” “ Am 1 then in the presence of 
iiaudy ?” demanded Yakub, ‘‘ neither is ilaudy among the livino/’ 
replied those who attendc^d him ; 'M^^^radvencure it is Harrinurrash- 
eid, ^ even so, said the\ ; tliou art required to make known thy 
*‘w^ants.” ‘YMy only wish,” replied the hoary suppliant, h to 
‘‘pass the remainder cf my days at Mckkah.” “ In that thou art 
gratified, said the attendants, “ ask again,” ‘‘ Alas,” observed 
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Y?kub, my viows have hecn long since closed to the solicitation 
of furth('r tavois/^ lie was then, according' to his desire, conveyed 
to Mekkah, where he did not long survive his enlargement ; an 
enlaro^ement wddeh is ascrihed to the gratitude of lianin, for the 
favorable terms in wdiich, during the period of his prosperity, i akub 
had spoken of him to his father. 

If there \vas any amusement to which Mehcdy was particularly de- 
voted, itwastliatof the clrace; and toenjoy this favorite pursuit without 
interruption, it was his custom to retire once in the year to a viila^^e 
beautiful! V situated in the territorv of Hausp uidan, about midw ly 
between Baghdad and Mossul, In tins village, to Avhich he had 
given tlie name of the garde' ns, and the villaue ot delight, lie had 
erected a magnificent country palace, or kiosk, oT a number of stories, 
surrounded with balconies, or galleries, for the enjoyment ot the 
diversified beauties of the neiglihouring rural scenery. Thither, 
accompanied by bis household, Mehedy had, as usual, repaired in 
tlic season of one hundred and sixty-nine ; and had resided there 
for some da\ s. W hen one day, as he was taking his re])ose at noon, 
in an apartment of the pavilion, his guards and domestics watching 
at overv entrance, he was suddenly awakened by a person throwing 
open the door ; anel from thence, repeating in a voice suiiicitmtly 

audible to have attracted the notice of his guards, three couph'ts iu 

the Arabian dialect, which are, howevi'r w ithlndd in the rt'l ition. 
The Khalif immediatily calling to his attendants, and demanding 
Avho it Avas that uttered these sentences, they united in declaring 
that the expressions Avere sufiiciently distinct in the ro]>etition ot 
their sovereign, but denied having seem any one. \\ lioever it 
Avas,” said Mehedv, his business si'cins to have been to forewarn 
me, that mv concerns with this world are come to a conclusion. 
At all eAmnts the circumstance occasioned considerable distress ot 
mind and depression of spirits ; and ten days afterwards he perislied 
by an accident equally melancholy and untoresee'ii, 

Notliiug however can he more contradictory than the circumstancos 
of his death, as related by ditferent historians. According to sonic of 
these, it is stated, that in the afternoon of the day on wbi(Mi he 
perished, about tlic third hour of prayer, he was on horseback 
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A. H. 1(59. watching for game ; when an antelope being started, his dogs ivere 
let loose upon it, and giving his horse the reins at the same time, he 
pursued with his usual eagerness and spirit. The antelope took to a 
ruined building, the entrance of which was so low, that the slightest 
rt flection might have convinced Mehedv, that it was in!possi!)le to 
clear it on horse back. He persisted however in the pursuit, and 
laving his breast close to the pummel of the saddle, endeavoured in 
that posture to force the entrance ; and his back being thus broke by the 
violcut pressure against the architrave, he fell from Ins horse, and 
expired on the spot. His lifeless body was immediately conveyed 
to the palace, amidst the loud and almost frantic lamentations of his 
family and domestics, by whom, for his mild and amiable qualities, 
be aj)pears to have been deservedly adored. One of his dearest 
friends however, in lamenting the untimely fate of Mehedv, is made 
to acknow ledge on the occasion, that he had long foreseen that, one 
time or other, this inordinate passion for the chace would terminate 
in his destruction ; for in studying the records of ancient history, it 
could not escape him that such princes as had rcsigu;'d themselves 
without reserve to the impulse of any violent propensity, had, with 
few exceptions, ultimately perished in the indnlgeuce. 

On the other hand, we arc instructed to believe tliat the death of 
Mehedv Avas produced in the following manner. Among the women 
of his Haram, there were two for whom he appears to have enter- 
tained a pretty equal degree of atiection ; but as one of them seems 
to have possessed an advantage in his esteem, he had assigned to 
ber a superiority in the Zennannah. The other whose name w as 
Hassanah, conceiving from this preference a violent jealousy against 
the favored lady, determined to destroy her; and inordcr toaccomplish 
her diabolical purpose, she prepared a dish of confectionary, or mar- 
malade, into which it was not dililcult to introduce some poisonous 
ingredients, Avhich she sent, by one of her attendants, as a present 
to the person whom she supj)osed to be the only obstacle to her undi- 
xided coiitroLil over the aflectioiis ot her lord, b nfortunatclv^ as the 
maid was proceeding on her errand, a little befoie sun set, she hap- 
pened to puss under one of t]}e l>a!conies of t!ie palace, from Avhicdi 
Mehedy was at the moment looking doAvn ; and the confectiouai’A', 
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t\^hich was uncovered, attracting his attention, he became desirous A. H. I6e. 
of tasting, and called to the girl to bring it up to him. Jfaving A. D, 7n5. 
learnt from whom, and to whom she was conveying her charge, he Tarikh 
told her to lay the dish down before him ; for Hassanah will, I am 
sure,^^ said he, be far better pleased that I should partake of her 
present than any one else."^ And having accordingly indulged 
without scruple or suspicion in the treacherous repast, the benevo- 
lent jNIehedy, before the sun had well disappeared below the horizon, 
was a corpse. The fatal present is however, at the same time, other- 
wise described, to have consisted of pears, the best and largest of 
which having contrived to impregnate with poison, Hassanah placed 
uppermost in the dish, and which being selected by Mehedy, pro- 
duced his almost immediate death. 

But whatever might have been the Occasion of it, the death 
of Mehedy is generally allowed to have taken place either on 
Thursday the sixth of Zilhudje, of the year one hundred and 
sixty-eight,* or early in the month of Mohurremf of the year 
following, at the age of forty-tliree, and after a prosperous reign of 
nine years and eight or nine months. He was buried under a 
favorite poplar in the gardens of his hunting seat in Bauspeudaun, 
above described, the last solemn rites being performed, in the absence 
of Mhssa, by his second son Harunraschid. 

In his person Mehedy is described to have been of a sallow com- 
plexion, in stature tall, and of tlie happiest proportions. He was 
liowevcr red haired, and had a white spot or blemish in his right eye. 

In many of the qualities of liis mind, he far sur[)assed the whole suc- 
cession of the race of Abbas. In justice, clemency, and liberality, 
he was not excelled by any of them. As a proof of the latter quality, 
if indeed it was not profusion, might be instanced his speedy 
circulation of his father's accumulated treasures, amounting to the 
almost incredible sum of six hundred millions of dirhems, and four- 
teen millions of dinaurs.§ Neither was he by any exceeded in true 
piety, in purity ot life and manners, and in humanity and mildness of 
disposition, though inflexible in severity against heresy or innovation 
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A. H. 1 ( 50 . wherever it raised its head. The memory of this prince is in truth 

A . D. 785. Qyj. contemplation, arrayed in so many attractions, chat 

Taiikli yyQ gyg irFcsistibly led to dwell something longer upon the subject, 
Tebrv* 

^ than may perhaps be thought strictly necessary. 

His zeal to redress the wrongs of the injured, and in general to 
investigate the complaints of his people, was so active and sincere, 
that he uniformly presided in person in the hall of justice, a custom 
which had probably been tor some time discontinued ; and it was 
his particular charge, that his presence should, on those occasions, 
be open without exception, to every professor of law and theology: 
not only that they might assist his memory, and rectity ins mistakes, 
hut that he might be restrained, by a sense of shame and propriety, 
from the guilt of an unjust decision. 

As a proof perhaps that this, his love of justice, was not less ardent 
when his private interests were affected, than in matters where he 
was entirely indifferent, w’e are informed, that a person having one 
day brought before him a complaint against one of his own agents, 
for unjustly dispossessing him of an estate ; the Khalif affirmed that 
theestate in truthbelonged to himself and hadbccnlonginhi'^ possession ; 
nevertheless that the complainant, however he denied his right, was 
bound to produce every proof that was attainable, to establish the 
grounds of his claim. The man requested that the Khalif would be 
responsible in his own person, in order that if he establislied his 
claim, he might appeal directly to his own justice. “ Let Kauzy 
“ Abdullah the son of Ullayah,” said the man, decide between us.” 
“ I agree to abide by his decision,” replied the Khalif; and immediatelv 
descending from the tribunal, he seated himself on one of the benches 
wdth the plaintiff by his side, calling upon the Kauzy to judge 
impartially between them. The Kauzy demanded of the complain- 
ant accordingly what he could allege in support of his claim. The 
man rested his cause on the simple and positive assertion of his right 
to the property. Mehedy was then desired to state wdiat he had to 
offer on his part, and contented himself with repeating his former 
declaration, that the estate was his by right, and by possession ; and 
that he was an entire stranger to the grounds of the man’s pretensions. 
The plaintiff now requested that the Khalif might be asked to 
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declare, how long lie had been in possession of the estate, and whe- A. H. 169. 
ther before or subsequent to his accession to the Khelaufut ? 

‘‘ That,’’ said the Kauzy, is not at all incumbent on him to answer : 
he denies thy claim, and with thee it entirely rests to establish 
it by the proof. If thou hast any, let it be produced ; otherwise 
thou art the best judge in thine own concern, and aware of Avhat 
‘‘ must follow.” Relinquishing tlic contest, the man now quitted the 
bench on which he had been sitting, and retired among the ])V- 
standers. But Mchedy, communicating without delay with the 
Kauzy, acknowledged that the estate had indeed come into his pos- 
session, since his accession to the throne, (and poradventnre by means 
which he was not prepared to justity.) At all events the Kauzy was 
now desired to attest that he resigned it to the claimant ; and 
accordingly a deed was drawn up, and executed on the spot, confirm- 
ing the transfer in all the requisite forms ; the Kauzy further 
pronouncing that one such act of voluntary justice, was ol more value 
in tlie sight of Omnipotence than the distribution of a million of 
dirhems to the poor. 

Anotlicr instance, which, though in itself not particularly striking, 
yet, as it serves toilliistrate the characterof aprecedingmonarch. whose 
virtues under a nobler dispensation, would probably have enrolled 
him among the most distinguished benefactors of mankind, we can- 
not prevail upon ourselves to omit. A descendant of the well- 
known Zobair, comj)laiiied to Alehedy, that an estate in Syria, which he 
described, had been usurped from his family by Walid the son of 
Abdiilinelek, with circumstances of arbitrary ciuelty, which had 
deeply aggravatt^d the injustice ; and that although he had suhsc- 
(juently laid his complaint before every succeeding Khalif, he had 
never been able to procure either reply or redress. Alehedy 
demanded why he had not preferred his complaint to Omar the sou 
of Abdulazziz, that virtuous exception to the tyrants of the race of 
Ommeyah. The man alleged that he had done so, but that his 
application had b ^en just as unavailing as in other quarters^* 

‘‘ Surely,” said Alehedv, Omar was Imaum among the Benui' 
Ommeyah.” Sovereign of the true believers,’^ observed the sup- 
pliant, the sou of Abdulazziz did many things which he ought not 
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A. H. 169 . have done/’ Produce me a single instance/’ replied Mehedy. 

A .D. 78d. ic birth of every infant to the race of Ommeyah/’ observed this 

Tarikii man* an assi^nnient was immediately made for its subsistance on 
Tebry. . 

the public treasury of, from three to five hundred dirhems ; whereas 
in the same circumstances, the allowance to the illustrious race of 
Hashem never exceeded sixty dirhems this is a sufficient proof 
of his unjustifiable partiality, towards those of his own blood. Indo- 
pendcntly of which, it is equally notorious that he never cancelled 
any of the ordinances or decisions of the monarchs of the house 
ofOinmcyah, however unjust in their operation.” Is this true r” 
demanded Mehedy? addressing himself to his minister Obaidullah ; 
‘‘ with respect to Omar it is perfectly so” replied the minister ; 
the partiality of Omar for the iniquitous race of Ommeyah was 
never questioned,” Let the estate be restored to this man,” said 
Mehedy ; at the same time expressing his regret, that after having so 
long looked to the virtuous Omar, although of a race whom he 
detested, as a bright example of integrity and justice, the knowledge, 
of such a circumstance should have dispelled the flattering illusion* 
Of his singular clemency and placability of temper, we are at tlie 
same time required to receive the following as an example. One of 
his principal commanders, who had been more than once pardoned for 
his misconduct, was again found guilty of some aggravated criine^ 
and brought to receive the judgment of his sovereign, Mehedy 
demanded if he was lost to every sense of shame ; and how long he 
proposed to persist in his profligate practices. The reply was per- 
haps more rcniarkahle than the question* If I am not ashamed of 
my offences,” said the delinquent, neither let my sovereign be 
ashamed of his clemency ; and may heaven bestow upon him a 
hundred years of life, that while a hundred such as I am commit a 
hundred crimes a day, an opportunity may never be wanting for the 
“ exercise of that glorious attribute.” It is perhaps needless to add, 
that either through compassion, or admiration at the readiness and 
singularity of the reply, Mehedy again forgave him. Of his liberality, 
which was perhaps not very remotely akin to profusion, something 
has been already spoken. Our author proceeds to add, that until 
Mehedy set the examplvg it was never said that a reward of fifty 
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thousand dirhems had been in any instance bestowed upon poetical A. II. 1 C 9 . 
merit. Ilis munificence towards an Arabian poet, of the name of 1>- 
Merwaun the son of Hefzah, extended however on one occasion to 
seventv thousand dirhems.* In his celebrated visit to JNIekkah, to 
which we have also formerly adverted, his liberality was so unbounded 
that no sovereign in the annals of Isslinn has in that respeet been 
ever placed in competition with him ; since, exclusis e of one hun- 
dred and fifty thousand pajainahs, or pantaloons, which he distri- 
buted to the poor, he gave in charitable distributions on that single 
occasion, no less a sum than thirty millions of dirhems. -I* 

In his piety, the amiable Mehedy is described to have been no less 
exemplary than in his other virtues, with this further advantage, that 
in him it was not a mere ostentatious punctuality in the performance 
of the duties of his religion, but the source of sincere and active bene- 
volence. Of this we are also furnished with one or two instances, 
sufficiently striking to merit our attention for a moment. On one 
occasion, during the severity ofa hnrricsne, he was heard while pros- 
trate on the floor, to supplicate his creator in the following impres- 
sive language. “ Lord God ! in the governnient of this thy prophet’s 
“ people whom thou hast committed to my eliarge, I have doubtless 
been guilty of manifold transgressions ; yet 1 implore thee, let not 
“ that people be responsible for any guilt of mine, but by the never 
“ fading remembrance of Mahommed’s virtues, do thou listen to their 
“ prayers.” In these supplications he continued until the storm 
suhsided. 

On the anthorltv of Rebbeia, who had once held the office of chani- 
berlainj of the household to this prince, we are further informed, that 
among the apartments of the imperial palace of INIchcdy there was 
one, the walls and ceiling of which being of stucco of tlie purest 
white, without sculpture or painting in any shape, it had been called 
the Daur-ul-beyza, or mansion of light. This apartment, in the 
discharge of his oflicc, the chamberlain had occasion to cntci one 
evening while the Khalif was engaged in his private devotions. The 
moon happened to shine at the moment with full splendor, and shed 
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its silver lustre to every corner of the chamber. And to render the 
contrast more striking’ to the eye, the floor was covered M’ith a crimson 
carpet, and a sofa of the same colour lay in the room, before which 
stood INfchedy in linen robe.s of the purest white, absorbed in medita- 
tion. A pillar intervening between the sofa and the entrance, Iveb- 
beia silently approached unseen and unobserved, and placed himself 
behind the Khalif ; the latter proceeding in his devotions without 
interruption, occasionally reciting some of the chapters of the Koran, 
with a modulation so harmonious, as in a manner to fascinate the 
hearer. Such indeed were the sensations of the narrator, that he 
described himself equally at a loss to determine, ’w hether his admira- 
tion was most excited by the spotless elegance of the apartment, the 
mild splendor which 'was shed through it by the moon, the snow 
Avhite form of the Khalif, wrapped in meditation standing before hi.s 
God, or the sacred strains of revelation, which flowed in such melo- 
dious accents from his lips. The Khalif continued with an audible 
voice to repeat several Surahs, or sections of the inspired volume, 
until he came to that passage, which in meaning and substance, 
expresses the following denunciation. “ VV'hoever among you shall 
“ commit evil ; 'whoever shall cut oif another from his kiudr,.‘d in the 
“ land of my inheritance, upon that man hath God Almighty pro- 
“ nounced his et<'rnal malediction. The ears of the understanding 
“ are become deaf, and the eyes blind. Why do ye not attend to that 
“ passage of revelation in which the Almighty declares, that there is 
“ a lock upon their hearts, which hath rendered them incapable of 
“ instruction or conviction.” » 

When the Khalif came to this passage, continues the relation of 
Rebbeia, he repeated it twice over, the tears streaming from his 
eyes to the sofa w hich lay before him. Rut in order to make the 
circumstance more intelligil)le, we are now told, that a few days 
before only, Imaum Mijssa the son of.Jaufter, on an accusation that 
he had sought in Kh wassaun, to promulgate his rights to the Imau- 
mut, or supremacy in matters of faith, had been seized and commit- 
ted to t . custody of the same Rebbcaa. However that mav be, 
Mehedy, after finishing the chapter, and closing his devotions with 
the usual forms of salutation, still keeping his attention fixed towards 
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the Keblah, demanded, if there was any one by ; and one of the 
attendants answering, he desired that Rebbeia might be immediately 
sent for. That person now spoke, announcing to his sovereign that 
he Mas already present, having*, as he said, been attracted by his 
recitation of the Koran. INIehedy directed him to go m ithout delay 
and bring Mussa to his presence. Rebbeia went away accordingly, 
and returned soon afterv/ards, accompanied by Miissa, to the pre- 
sence of Mehedy, Avhom they found seated on the sofa, his eyes still 
swimming in tears. ‘‘ Son of Jauftcr,^’ said the Khalif, addressing 
himself to his prisoner, “ God Almighty has pronounced his awful 

curse against the man \vho shall dissever the lies of consanguinity. 
‘'"It is a guilt Mhi(*h, for my part, 1 am detennined not to incur ; 
‘‘ and it m ill behove thee to profit by my exaniple.’" Then continuing 
to address him, he observed, that it M'as not his intention to lay any 
further restraint upon his conduct than an oath, that Avhile he lived 
he M’ould not appear against his authority ; but that when he was no 
more, he M^ould be at liberty to pursue the dictates of bis OMm judgmeut. 
And having received from him the engagement m hicli he required to 
this etfec't, he set him entirely at large the very same night. 

We sliall conclude the character of ISlehedy M'ith the final obser- 
vation, that of all the monarchs of the bouse of Abbas, he is said to 
be the only one w ho totally abstained from the use of M ine, or intox- 
icating li<juors ; but it seems to be objected to him, that he Maas 
much devoted to the pleasures of music and ^=ong, in M’hich every 
one that professed to be skilful, Mas admitted to frequent his pre- 
sence with unrestrained freedom. 

There is, hoMcver, one further anecdote of ]\Iehcdy, M^hich we 
cannot forbear adding to the above ; and this is Ave believe to be 
found in the Tarikh giizeidah. He had incurred some degree ot 
censure for having treated one of his relations Math a neglect, M'hich 
Muas inconsistent Avith his ordinary generosity ot spirit. In order 
hoAVGA’cr to proA^e that his conduct in this instance had been rashly 
prejudged, Muthoiit attending to his motives, lie made choice ot tlie 
folloAving expedient. lie caused a valuable piece of gold to be 
placed on a conspicuous part of the bridge of Ragbdad, or of some 
other city, at which lie then happened to reside ; and desired tliis 
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A. H. 160 . particular relative to pass over, on some trifling errand or other, on 
A. r>. 78o. pretended to employ him. When he returned, as it appearedi 

lankli without noticing the precious metal, which had been thus placed in 
his way, he was desired to explain his reasons. His reply went to 
state, that both in going and returning, it had occurred to him as a 
matter of curiosity, to try how he should be able to pass the bridge 
if he were blind ; and in the prosecution of this hopeful experiment, 
he had accordingly on both occasions closed his eyes. On which 
JMehedy thought fit to observe, that those to whom we were bound 
by the ties of consanguinity, were in general to be treated like the 
hair upon our persons ; some of which it was the custom to decorate 
and perfume with the nicest attention, while there was some which 
it was convenient to extirpate and cast away from us. It will possi- 
bly occur to the reader, that the experiment here resorted to, for the 
purpose of proving the incapacity of an individual, is said to have 
been once put in practice wdth success, to prove the incredulity of 
the volatile and inconstant inhabitants of a celebrated metropolis in 
the western world. 

Ur, Haupy Biluaii,* (or rather b’lllah) Abu Mahommed, Mussa 
the son of Mehedy, fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. At the 
period of his father’s premature and unlooked for death, Mussa ul 
Hand)" Avas absent near she southern shores of the Caspian, engaged 
Ui, Haudy in iiostilities against Shervein, the yet independent prince ofl'ebris- 
IVtli Khalif taun. His younger brother Harun had originally proposed to claim fur 
of the house Ul Haudy the allegiance of the troops Avho were immediately on the 
of Abbas, spot, and to conv'ey the remains of the departed monarch for sepul- 
ture to the metropolis ; but from this he appears to have been dis- 
suaded by the counsels of Yaheya the son of K haled, and the 
consideration of the donative, Avhich the military had already intro- 
duced the practice of demanding on the accession of eAxrv' new 
sovereign. A point Avhich it Avas therefore thought prudent to post- 
pone for adjustment at Baghdad ; and Harun contented himself for 
the present, Avith transmittingto hisbrother, bvNuzzeir, the thenchain- 
berlain ol the household, (perhaps the chief of the eunuchs) the ring, 
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staff, ;.p 1 rrrrvle rf prophet, and those other articles which usu- 
aliy pass' c: to ciar succeechng Kh:.liis, accoinpaniod with his condo- 
lence ioi t\w cf'ath oi thdr common parent, and his congratulation on 
the event ol' his acct ssion to the sovereign power. 

It is to he observed that the late Khalit, on bis departure for Bans- 
pendaun, had deputed the government of Baghdad, and the numerous 
body of troops which it contained, to Rebbeia ; the officer, perhaps, 
of whom we have so recently spoken. Encouraged by the unsettled 
state of affairs, unavoidable to an interregnum, these troops mutinied 
against the authority of their governor, declaring that they should 
engage their allegiance to no one until they had received, not only 
the inauguration money, but a gratuity of two years subsistance, 
w hich they clamorously demanded on the occasion. Rebbeia, on 
his part, desired to remind them, that he alone who possessed the 
power and authority of satisfying their demands, was yet absent from 
the spot ; and he therefore requested their patience until the arrival 
of UlJlaudy, the legitimate heir to the succession, who might, as 
he thought proper, adjust their claims. That at any rate, without 
his instructions, he should not comply wdth their demands. The 
seditious soldiery positively refused to suspend their claims, pro- 
ceeded to plunder the palace of their governor, and would have put 
him to death, had he not seasonably contrived to secrete himself from 
their fury. Soon aftcrAvards, liarun reached the capital, accompanied 
by his faithful counsellor Yaheya, of the race of Barmek ; who 
appears to have been immediately anthorized in conjunction with 
Rebbeia, to accommodate the demands of the soldiery : the treasure 
and jew^els of ^lehedy being in the possession of Ivheizrauiiali, one 
of his w omen, the common mother of ^Nlussa and Harun. Y aheya 
taxed Rebbeia of erroneous policy in creating such an unseasonable 
agitation among the troops ; that he should have yielded to their 
demands, rather than endanger their attaining to a magnitude, w hich 
bv the time that LT Handy should arrive, it miglit be difficult, it not 
impossible, either to satisfy or controul. Yaheya undertook liow* 
ever to mediate with the soldiers; and succeeded in bringing them to 
an accommodation, on engaging to make good to them -their subsist* 
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artce for eighteen months ; which was accordingly paid them on the 
spot. 

Of this measure, U1 Handy received an account some time previous 
to his arrival at Baghdad, and he did not delay to communicate to 
Yaheva by letter, his entire approbation of what had been done. 
Shortly afterwards he entered his metropolis in person, accompanied 
by the principal officers of his court, having performed the journey 
from Tebristaun, in the comparatively short space of twenty days. 
The city Avas immediately restored to complete tranquillity ; the 
soAmreign authority became irrevocably established in LT Haudy ; 
the \'izzauret, or office of Yizzeir, was conferred on Rebbeia ; 
Ally the son of Eissa ben Mahan Avas appointed captain of the imperial 
guards : and a treaty of peace was definitively concluded Avith the 
prince of Tebristaun. We are further informed, that the neAV Kha- 
lif made his entry into Baghdad, on this occasion, on the eleventh 
day of Suffer a month and some days subsequent to the demise of 
his father. 

Among the CAmnts which distinguished the short reign of UI 
Haiidv, that which earliest claims our notice, is an insurrection ex- 
cited in Hejauz by Ilusseyne the son of Ally, the Ilussenite : to 
•which it Avould appear that he Avas the more easily provoked, by the 
disputes in Avhich he Avas perpetually embroiled, Avith Omar the son 
of Abdulazziz, the goAmrnor of Medeinah, and grandson of Abdullah 
Omar. Having lioAveAmr at last openly declared against the authority 
of L I Haudy, the Ilussenite proceeded to solicit the support of the 
people in faAmr of his OAvn rights ; and being jt.incd by a sufficient 
body of folloAvcrs, he was enabled after seAmral conflicts, to expel the 
gwernor, and make himself master of IMedeiiiaii. On the tAventy 
third of Zilkaudah,-]" ele\'en days after he had been in possession of 
Medeinah, he quitted that ])lace and proceeded toAvards Mekkah ; 
and on his arriA'al in the neighbourhood of that city, issuing a pro- 
clamation that every slave aa ho joined his standard should be free, he 
procured a, considerable augmentation of force, by the number of 
men of that description, Avho immediately hastened to his camp. 


‘About tlie22udof August, A. D, 785, 


t The 25th of May, A. D.785, 
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Ilis career was however destined to he of short duration. U1 Hau- A. H. 159. 
dy was no sooner apprized of this revolt against his authority, than P- 

hlahommed the son of Suliman, of the race of Abhas, proceeded by Kliolaii'^ut 

. , , . ul-uklibaur. 

Ins orders with a competent force to punish the insurgent, and re- 
establish his govei'nment in Hejauz. At the station of Zitui, a short 
distance from Mekkah, and on that day in the early part of Zilhudje, 
when the pilgrims array themselves in fresh apparel, an action took 
place between the troops of the Khelaufut and those of the insurrec- 
tion, in which the latter abandoning themselves to a shameful flight, 
left their leader to perish on the field of battle. The body of llus- 
seyne was found where he had fallen, by one of the family of Abbas, 
who immediately struck oft' tlie head and laid it before his comman- 
der ; by ^^hom it was conveyed as usual to the metropolis of the 
Benni Ablias, as the surest attestation of his triumph. 

As the advocates of Zendicism, a class of schismatics equally stig- 
matized for its atheistical and other detestable doctrines, appear to 
have acquired at the same time their greatest ascendancy, and to have 
been generally, if not finally extinguished, under the reign of LT 
Handy, we cannot perhaps introduce in a better place, the account 
which is here given of that veiy obnoxious sect, on the authority of 
the Tebrian chronicle. 

Their leading, and distinguishing principle seems to have been an 
entire secession from the doctrines of Mussulmanism ; the precepts and TarikhTebry. 
ordinances of which, they publicly held in equal contempt and ridi- 
cule. The prophet they admitted to have been a man of consummate 
abilities; through the exertion of which, and his extraordinary pow- 
ers oflanguage, he found means to establish the prevailing religion, 
and to compile the much boasted pieces exhibited in the volume of 
the Koran ; claiming, as they said, no small degree of merit from 
his prohibition of incestuous intercourse, with mother, sister, and 
daughter. And yet to any other human being of equal talents and 
intelligence, itwould be easilypracticable to introduce asimilar system 
of legislation. For their part, they acknowledged that, like the Magians, 
they cohabited with equal freedom, with mother, daughter, and sister. 

They equally setat nought, and cast into ridicule, asabsurdiinpositions, 
those fundamental jirecepts of Mussulmanism in particular, which 
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inriilcatc tlio necessity of prayer and fasting, alms and pilgrimage. 
When they observed, for instance, the zealous ^ilosslems assoeiatc'd 
in decent order for their devotions, they ^vould seoft' at them as so 
many camels preparing to receive their burthens ; and v/hen they 
knelt, and went tiirough the routine of their prostrations, they failed 
not to incur the homely reproach of setting their faces to tlie earth, 
\\ Idle they presented the opposite extremity to him who ruled the skies, 
111 the same strain when, at Aiekkah, they witnessed the processions 
round tlie temple of the Kaauhah, the zeudicists would demand with 
a scornful grin, whom it was the eutliusiasts sought in that antiquated 
building ; and when they ohserved the saeriliee of sheep on the great 
festival of the Korbaun, they would ask with affected pitv, and 
iiidigiiatioii, of what mischief these mild and defenceless quadrupeds 
had been guilty, that their innocent blood should be thus brutally 
sjnlt in all directions. Thus also, when the pious multitude tra- 
versed the hills of Seffa and iMeruah, in the neighbourhood of the 
sacred city, they would inquire with equal scrum and derision, 
what these men had lost, that tlicv ran in such wild extrava«-ance 
about the rocks and iiiuuntaliis. Tor thus it was, that on all occasi- 
ons, they perpetually derided every circumstance that related to the 
laws and observances of Isslam. 

Ill other respects, we are not to be surprised if we find it stated, 
that among all the various systems of faith, which had hitherto pre- 
vailed in the world, that of the Zendeiks was the most detestable, 
and the least jiroductive of moral good ; it being the ojiinion of the 
LTeina, or tlieologists, that their doctrines were far more periiieious 
than those of Magian, or .Jewq or Christian, or Idolater of whatever 
denomination ; since, observes our author, with a reasoning not dis- 
tinctly obvious, there is not an advocate of either of the systems to 
which we have alluded, who does not allege, when he exchanges 
one mode of faith for another, that he has relinquished error for the 
sake ot truth ; nor is there an opinion, or proposition advanced in 
either ot them, which their respective professors would decline to 
support by such proofs and arguments as they have it in their power 
to produce. The very source indeed of their doctrine seems to lay 
in the i^iossest incredulity and sopnistry, considering, as they do, the 
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mo<5t s-icred laws and observances, whctiier of ^Mussulman, Jew, or A. TI. leg. 
Cliristian, as foimdvd in error and absurdity. A. I). 

As to the nature of their belief, if ])elief that can be called which '•’r.nkli 
denies all revelation, they hold both the existence of God, and the 
legation of his prophets to be equally erroneous and nnnecessarv. 

That this world, since it has been in existence, has existed in its 
present form ; and such as it is, it will continue.as lon^ as it shall 
endure. That the whole animal creation is generated and perishes 
like the vegetable ; n hich springs from the earth, is dried up, and 
restored to the elements in the course of the year, none being able to 
ccnceive Avhcncc it came, or aa hither it is disappeared ; the produc- 
tion and destruction of animals and vegetables being, at the same 
time, both ascribed to the infiuence of the heavenly bodies, and par- 
ticularly to the sun, moon, and stars, perceivable to human vision. 

In other respects, it Avould appear, that they agreed in reprobating 
those actions Avhich the wisest men of all professions have generally 
proscribed as disgraceful, and injurious to society ; lying, for instance, 
and tyranny, or unjust violence toAvards our fellow creatures. 

They Avere moreoA-er scrupulous to avmid the commission of any of 
those things, Avhich are, in their nature, either scandalous or inde- 
corous ; being studious in particular, to appear in such dresses oidy 
as Avere graceful and becoming in the eyes of the Avorld. This there- 
fore includes the Avhole theory and practice of the sect, for in religion 
or laAV, they professed nothing further : and their system, as far as 
Ave have been able to define it, has received from Oriental Avriters, 
among other denominations, that of Mundanism : probably as limit- 
ing our existence and expectations to the confines of this perishable 
AA'orld. Such, at any rate, is the most obvious interpretation Avhicli 
the author of these pages has been able to assign to the terms, 

“ Kalaum-c-dehrnian, doctrines of the IMundanists.” The other 
terms are omitted in the manuscript. It will at the same time, possi- 
bly occur to the reader, that this odious and persecuted sect might 
liavm been led, by a perusal of the AA'orks of the Grecian philosophers, 
knoAvn to have been long since translated by the princes of the house 
ot Ommeyah, to adopt the principles of Epicurus. 
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A. H. ifiO. It IS at the same time affirmed, that its professors were, for the greater 
A. D. 78a. paj-t, composed of the most distinguished members of society ; equally 
Ti\rikh distinguished in all the learning of that age, in eloquence, and in 
febrj. genius for Arabian poetry. For such, it is admitted, was 

Abdullah the son of U1 Mukeffia, not less celebrated for the purity 
and eloquence of his language and writings, than for his masterly skill 
in Arabic, which has classed him among the most sublime and elo- 
quent, in that copious and impressive dialect ; and of Avhich his 
beaiitiftd translation into that language, of the Kaloilah-Avo-Dum- 
nah, (the ox and the wolf, the apologues of Baidpay or Pilpai, so 
called) is adduced as a splendid and imperishable monument. And 
to him has accordingly been assigned the first place in the records of 
the sect. Such also is described to have been Ally the son of Nef- 
teiu, one of the chief commanders of the army, during the reign of 
U1 llaudy ; an officer of the highest military reputation, and among 
those most immediately employed about the person of the sovereign, 
llis father, Kcftcin, had been the favorite slave, or domestic, of U1 
Munsur, and held the oliice of keeper of the great seal of the Khelaufut 
under that monarch, by whom he is said to have been honoured aboA’eall 
mankind. lie continued to hold the same distinguished trust, both 
under the benevolent Mehedy, and his successor the reigning prince. 
His son Ally, together with his eminent command in the army, 
possessed the superintendance in chief of the department of intelli- 
gence ; the various occurrences which took place in different parts 
ot the empire, being conveyed to him in detail by the proper agents, 
and by him digested and communicated to the sovereign : for, observes 
our author, like Aezdan the son of Badan among the genuine Persi- 
ans, Ally the son of Neftein was extolled as the most skilful penman 
of the age in which he lived. Another of these worthies, rvas 
Abdullah, the son of Obaidullah the Vezzeir of Mehedy, who occa- 
sionally officiated as the deputy of his father, under the government 
of that illustrious monarch. Others were Abdullah the son of 
Daoud, of the race of Abbas, and nearly allied to the sovereign on the 
throne ; and Yakiib the son ot Aukkail descended from Hareth the 
son of AbJulmutlub, at this crisis the acknowledged Peir or presby- 
ter ot the prophet s ianiily, and head of the illustrious race of 
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HausliciTi ; iicitlicr of ^vl!om were to he restrained from embracing 
the tenets of this olmoxious and persecuted sect. 

Recommended l)y these distinguished persons, the dogmas of Zen- 
dicism were received to a surprising extent among all classes and 
descriptions of men ; among the most illustrious for their learning 
and talents, as well as the superiors of religion, and the heirs and 
representatives of the noblest families. In the time of Mehedy, 
those in particular to rvhom the austerities, the observances of Mus- 
sulmanisrn were become laborious ; to whose iudolciice and luxuri- 
ous habits the task of early prayer, of frequent ablution in the rigors 
of winter, and of fasting in the oppressive heats of summer, had 
become burthensome, or intolerable ; to all those, in short, who con- 
sidered it a hardship to dispense with a small proportion of their 
wealth in alms, or to restrain themselves in any shape in the indul- 
gence of their apetites and inclinations, as required in the sacred 
volume of the law, the tenets of the Zendicists became a welcome 
and convenient relaxation. 

It remains to be observed, that when, under the same reign of 
IMehedy, their proselytes became thus numerous and formidable, the 
chiefs above mentioned consulted together on the means of giving to 
their doctrines a permanent form ; by reducing them to a code of 
institutes, similar to that which governed the system, which it 
appears to have been their principal object to explode. “ In the 
“ whole design of his religion,” said these innovators, “ nothing that 
“ Mahommed introduced, has been more powerful in its influence, 
“ than what he has dictated in the pages of the Koran ; that boast of 
“the iMosslcms for sublimity of language, for the closeness and per- 
“spiciiity of its periods, and the infinite variety of its mysterious 
“ allusions ; which it is their pride to extol, as having baffled every 
“ effort of the orators, poets, historians and rhetoricians, from the 
“ period of its descent to the present day, to produce in the whole 
“ Arabian language, a single section equal in sublimity and beauty of 
“style. For,” continued they, “ is it not proudly asserted by his 
“ followers, that if the language of men and genii were combined 
“ together to effect such a purpose, it would be found impossible to 

compose any thing parallel to it ? for how indeed should it be possi- 
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a;' H. 169. ” ble to speak as God hath spoken, and to perform what he, In his 

A. D. 786. “infinite power, is alone capable of accoinplisnino'!” Upon such 

Tanidi considerations, the leaders of the sect resolved that it was incumbent 
Tebrv. , ’ , , . 

upon tliem to produce a book m composition more exquisite, and m 

matter more sublime than the Koran ; to be exhibited to their follow- 
ers as what had been invented, through the pov ers of his own con- 
summate eloquence, by Mahommed himself. Here we are constrained 
to confess that this passage, unless indeed it be an error in the man- 
uscript, appears totally inconsistent with what we are taught to 
expect from the premises ; which had h d us to suppose it was the 
object of these men to prove that by the mere exertion of human skill, 
they were capable of producing what should be superior to the 
boasted performance of that celebrated impostor. 

Be this, hoM'cvcr, as it may, the following four persons pledged 
themselves for the execution of the undertaking ; The already men- 
tioned Abdullah Mukeffia ; Abdullah, the son Obaidullah the Vez- 
zeir ; and Abdullah the son of Daoud, of the race of Abbas ; with 
Salah the son of Abdulkodus, now first introduced to our notice; and 
altogether, in talents and eloquence, the most distinguished among 
Arabians, But as the most eloquent and accomplished men of that 
age. had long since acknowledged the superior talents of Abdullah 
Mukertia, his collegues united in assigning to liim the task of diction 
and composition ; Avhich he accepted on the following stipulations. 
That he should be allowed an entire twelve-month to complete his 
undertaking ; that he should be furnished immediately with so many 
thousand dirhems in specie, and such a supply of parchment and 
Avriting paper, as he should require ; the paper to serve him in the 
preparation of the draught ; and the parchment, for the finished copy 
to be fairly transcribed by his own hand, as best calculated to admit 
of such erasures as might be found further necessary, in giving to the 
performance its utmost perfection, before it rvas committed to the 
Avorld. He moreover required, that, during the period in which he 
should be thus employed, all his expences .should be punctually 
defrayed ; that he should be daily supplied with that species of 
aliment which he described, and knew to suit best with his consti- 
tution, and to augment the powers of invention without impairiiig 



49 


either the health or the faculties ; and, that he might be entirely 
relieved from every species of anxiety, he further required that a 
person should be particularly entrusted with the care of providing 
for these cxpcnces, and of supplying all his wants. Finally, in 
order that his mind might be perfectly at ease against every appre- 
hension, either of detection or arrest, or of being even suspected to 
be engaged in such an undertaking, he demanded that no person 
should be allowed on any pretence to enter his presence, excepting 
the attendant employed to receive his orders. On these conditions 
he pledged himself, at the end of the year, to produce a complete 
performance, in every point superior to the Korun ; and eacli of the 
partv, engaging respectively for one or other of these stipulations, 
the son of L Irnukcliia proceeded without further delay to the execu- 
tion of his design. 

At the expiration of six months out of the twelve, in which he was 
pledged to complete his work, no person having hitherto been suffered 
to intrude upon his meditations, his friends became anxious to 
learn what progress he had made towards a conclusion ; and no longer 
to be restrained from the gratification of their curiosity, they mt't 
together and hastened to his apartment. There they beheld him sit- 
ting pen in hand, deeply absorbed in study, a she. t of paper laying 
unfolded before him ; and on each hand of him, heaps of paper, writ- 
ten over on all sides, and torn to fragments. Well friend,’' said 
his visiters, how hast thou employed thyself for those last six 
‘‘ months ?" Alas” answered he, ‘‘ I have employed myself in vain ; 
for 1 have done nothing.” How so,” demanded they. Tlic first 
day on which I entered upon my undertaking,” replied Abdullah, 
‘‘ I applied myself, with the sheets of the Koran laid before me, to 
‘‘ select from it all those particular passages, which I conceived to be 
“ the most remarkable for beauty and sublimity, and which I there- 
fore tliouglit the most difficult to emulate or excel ; it being my 
‘‘design to employ mvself in the refutation of such passages, while 
“ my faculties Avere yet fresh and undisturbed, and before the fatigues 
“ of study should have blunted or impaired the powers of composition. 

“ For this pnrpose I commenced reciting them over and over to 
myself, in order to be the more completely master of the subject^ 
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“ and the hotter able to discriminate their imperfections. Yet during 
six whole months that I have thus employed myself, have 1 been 
“ foiled by a single passage ; neither in all that I have invented, 
“ dictated, and written, obliterated and destroyed, have I yet suc- 
“ ceeded in discharging myself of one sentence that has either met my 
own approbation, or that, in the judgment of others, will bear a 
“comparison with the passage which it was designed to excel.” Ills 
friends desired to know what that formidable passage might be, which 
had thus on the very threshold, defeated his exertions ; he told 
them it was a certain sentence, which he repeated to them, from 
the story of Noah, as related in the Koran. They then rec|uested 
that he would explain to them what he might have committed to 
paper on the subject; that on a more deliberate inspection, something 
might be yet discovered that had possiliiy escaped his own obser- 
vation. The son of LT Mukelfia communicated to them accordinglv, 
all that he had composed and transcribed, than which it required 
nothing further to convince them of the truth of the statement which 
he had just given them ; for in the whole of the enormous mass of 
papers, in w hich he had almost buried himself alive, they could not 
discover a single line or sentence, w hich either in composition or 
argument could bear the slightest comparison with the sacred text, 
which for six nronths he had, in one instance only, attempted to 
surpass. An occasion is here taken to repeat, that this man wxas 
acknowledged to be possessed of talents and genius, not inhn'ior to 
♦any one of the age in which he lived. “ If in six months,” observed 
his friends on this mortifying discovery, “thou hast failed to produce 
“ the refutation of one solitary passage in the Koran, in Avhat rea- 
“ sonable period dost thou conceive it possible, either to controvert 
“ or parallel the numberless ordinances, decisions, mysterious and 
“ w'ondeiTul maxims, wuth wdiich that extraordinary volume so 
“ extensively abounds ? This is a task to which thou art decidedlv 
“ incompetent. Arise, and consign it to some one better qualified.” 
The pioject was howerer finally relinquished as a hopeless concern, 
and they were compelled to rely, for the advancement of their doc- 
frines, on other expedients, less dubious in the experiment, and. 
peradventure more favorable to their views of success* 
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At all events their proselytes continued to multiply, with consider- 
able rapidity, until, under the reign of Mehedy, too openly aspiring at 
predominance, the Almighty influenced the councils of that prince 
to destroy them by the sword, in a manner so effectually, that of all 
their leaders, few survived. Two chiefs of the illustrious race of 
Ilashem, the greatgrandfather of the prophet, were however suffered 
for a time to escape the destiny of their associates. These were 
Yakub, here called the son of UI Fuzzul, perhaps of Aukkail already 
mentioned, and Abdullah the son of Daoud, of the house of Abbas, 
both indebted for their preservation to a vow of Mehedy ^s. For so 
many of that distinguished race had been already cut off by the san- 
guinary vengeance ofLT Munsur, that Mehedy began to apprehend 
the entire extinction of the family ; and lie had therefore sworn 
never to put any of them to death. He was accordingly satisfied 
with immuring these two noble persons for life within the enclosure 
of a prison. When Hudy ascended the throne of the Khalifs, they 
were however commanded to his presence, in order that they might 
be prevailed upon to abjure their pernicious principles. They con- 
tinued, notwithstanding, unshaken in their prejudices ; persisted in 
their declaration, that the religion of the Mosslems was nothing, and 
that the Koran was neither the word, nor Mahoinined tlie a))ostle of 
Ciod. At any rate,'’ added these men, produce to us the proofs 
of your system, that we may examine and convince ourselves, 
before we embrace it.” On which the whole body of Fleina 
learned in the fiw, with the readers and expounders of the sacred 
code, entered into a public and solemn disputation with them, and, if 
we may credit the assurance of our author, estal^lished their claims 
to orthodoxy on the clearest proofs. Their arguments were however 
lost upon these misguided fanatics, who persevered with inflexible 
obstinacy, in rejecting the wliolesome tiuths of Issiam. And a 
daughter of Vakiib, being found on her own avowal, pregnant by her 
father, the incestuous intercourse became an aggravation of his 
crimes and impieties, and he was, together witli the same daughter, 
and the wretched associate of his errors, condemned to terminate his 
existence on a gallows. This is said to have extinguished, for the 
present at least, every remnant of a sect, which for some time appears 
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A. H. i(5P. to have excited in the disciples of the Kor^n, no inconsiderable 

A. D. 7Bf;. alarm for the stability of the orthodox religion. 

*^Tarjkh"^ Resuming the narrative the history proceeds to observe, that the 
Khalit ul Hk(]y had for some time lived on terms of great displeasure 
with the dowager Ivheizrunah, the common mother of himself and 
liarun. This princess had, it would appear, during the life of Me- 
hedy, experienced an indulgence without bounds, her husband with- 
holding from her nothing that she desired, even to the marks ot 
pu^^lic honor usuallv reserved for the person ot the sov^ereign ; the 
general and great officers of state being long accustomed to pay 
homage at her pedace, before they proceeded to the presence of Me- 
hedv ; thus in appearance at least, fixing the precedence in dignity at 
the gate of Kheizranaln She possessed herself, moreover, ot what 
does not exactle seem either becoming or expedient in the systc.ii 
of oriental manners, the channel ot every application to royal favor. 
On the accession of Ul llady, she continued to conduct herself, as if 
she exp(yjted to retain this species of iiitluence unimpaired ; but lier 
son fiiiding himself considerably embarrassed, soon determined to 
retrench that influence, by treatingall h-^r applications with a steady 
and mortifying refusal. Under these circumstances, a female atten- 
dant, wlio was the bearer of such communications as occasioiiuily 
passed between the Ivhalif and his mother, iiad convevi'd to hiiU au 
aiiplication from the same rpiart^'r, in behalf of Abdullah the sou of 
Malek, captain of the guards, or liousehold troops, in the tiiue of 
JMehedy, which he, as usual, reject d. The application w is repeated 
bv the mother in person, who iiaplored that her son would spare her 
this one mortiiying refusal, as her word h id lieen particii! iriy pledgt^J 
on tin." occasion ; and she assured him it woehi be tlie last time that 
he should sulfer tram a inothei^s iiuportuiiities. To this Ul iJady 
demanded in a tone ot indignation, v lio she coiiccaved hi'rsc lf to be, 
and on what grounds authorized to pron.is(‘, or nigagc her influence 
to promote the views of any man ; initlier did hi" eomjm'ln ad the 
object of that concours(% which, as if it W(a’e thi" raansimi ofrovaltv, 
daily resort "d to her cate. It would bei^oino her far injlter to coiifine 
hersidf to domestic oeriipations ; to her s[MUclle and cotton; to the 
^ludy of her ivuian, ana tnc disch^irge of her religious duties. Tor 
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tv'hat purpose encourage that useless resort of applicants at her gate? 
Henceforward, if he found that a single individual frequented her 
palace with any such design, she might rest assured of his highest 
disapprobation and displeasure. On which, Kheizranah quitted his 
presence in tears and sorrow. 

This was followed by a stern charge to his courtiers to discontinue 
nt their peril, that species of intercourse with his mother, which, when 
their owm mothers were concerned, they had acknowledged to be so 
gross a violation of decorum. This succeeded in banishing the 
resort of suitors from the palace of Kheizraunah ; but the attempt 
which he made about a montli afterwards to destroy her by poison, 
under the mask of piotfered kindness, w^oiild be sufficient, w ithout 
any further proof, to brand with infamy the memory of L 1 llaudy, 
were it not in some degree surpassed by the iinplacal)le cruelty of a 
mother^s vengeance, to which he ultimately fell himself a victim. 
For the present, however, the altercation terminated in a solemn vow, 
on the part of Kheizraunah, that she would never more hold either 
converse or communication with this unnatural son. 

It is alleged that I I llaudy, before he had been long in posses- 
sion of the sove.ei,;ii oower, tmtertained the design of extruding his 
brother IJarun troin h s claim to the succession, for tlie purpose of 
securiiig it for his own son Jaulfer : and the circumstaiu'e coining 
to t!ie knowledge of II iruu, t!ie litter consulted Avith Vaheya the 
son of K haled, of the race of Harmck, whose consummate prudence 
was long become prover!)ial with every rank and age, on the steps 
wfdcli he was to ibllow for the preservation of his rights. Yaheva 
adaionished him, wdthout disguise, to l)eware of acceding to any 
proposal which iniglit eventually deliar him from the glories of a 
errovn. Of which honest admonition. Id llaudy, by some means or 
otaer, becoming ajipri/ed, Yaiieya was ijiiiueuiateJy seized and com- 
jiiJtted to the wiiolesome solitude of a prison. Froin tiieuce, as w as 
p ! ited at a subsequent pio'iod ])v Malionmied, one of the sons of that 
illustrious minister, he addressed a note to I 1 ilaiidiv, recpiestiug 
that he might be favored with a priz ite intervie.v, as he had some 
arlvice to oiler, ot considerable importanee. He weas acc’ordinglv’" 
admitted to the presence of LI iiaauy, \vuo demanded what it was 
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A. H. 160. he had to say. I would first desire to know/' observed Yaheya 
A. D. 706. in reply, ‘‘ whether at the present crisis, if a misfortune were to hap- 
Kholaussut- pen to the person of my sovereign, which may his servant never 
ol-akhbaur, behold, the diflerent orders of the people are prepared to 

submit to the authority of a minor, such as JaufFer, so long before 
he has attained to the age of discretion," That is a reflection 
from which I hav^e derived some uneasiness," said the Khalif, 
I believe it not impossible,'" continued Yaheya, that certain distin- 
guished personages of the race of Hashem," whom he named, 
‘‘ might interfere onsuch an occasion ; and that the sovereignty might, 
“ not improbably, depart altogether from the sons of Mehcdy/^ After 
allo\\ing to the Khalifa moment's reflection, Yaheya assumed sufli- 
cient confidence to state further, that he conceived it, for the present, 
most advisable to desist from urging the abdication of Harun ; and 
that he would be responsible to prevail upon him to acknowledge the 
authority of JaufTer, the moment he became of age. U1 Handy 
appears to have assented to this species of arrangement, and permit- 
ted Yaheya to return to his prison. Nevertheless, it will soon be^ 
found that the jealousy, the aversion, v» hick had possessed the mind 
of LT Handy against his brother and his too zealous adviser, was of 
a nature that no palliative could remove or a-ppease. 

Such a state of mind could not, perhaps, long continue unproduc- 
tive of some violent result, AccordiiiLily llaretlunah the son of 
Eyun, one of the principal ministers of LT Hady is introduced to 
relate, that he was summoned by his master to attend him one day 
contrary to custom, in his private cabinet. A\Ticn he repaired to liis 
presence, he was desired to secure the door, and be seated ; and that 
when, ill some degree of perturbation, he had obeyed these com- 
mands, the Khalif addressed him in the following terms. Thou 
‘‘ hast doubtless witnessed tlie manner in which this dog of a schis- 
‘‘ matic, \ aheya the son of Khaled, presumes to comport himself 
‘^towards me, in his undisguised intrigues, to bias the atfections of the 
‘^people in tavor of Harun. This night it v\ ill bi'hove thee to bring 
me the head ot Harun." Trembling in every limb at these por- 
tentous words, the minister implored his master, with the deepest 
humility, to consider that llashid was his own and only brother, and 
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that if, without a crime, he should put him to dcatli, he, the minister, 
would forever incur, both here andhereafter, the re])robationof{j»odand 
man. “ If my orders are disolawed,” observed I'i Ilady, “ thy own head 
will be theibrfeit.” On which, Ifarethmah feelino- hinisi If constrained 
to express his compliance, the Khalif proceeded turther to direct, 
that when he had dispatched the business of Ilarun, lie was inime- 
cliatcly to visit the prisons, and banish to another world, every indi- 
vidual whom he should find ther<^ belonging to the race of Abutau- 
leb. And he was last of all, to take a division of the troops and 
march towards Kiirah ; which city, after withdrav/ing from it all the 
posterity of Abbas, with their dependants, he was to consume to 
eshes. llarethmah again endeavoured to remonstrate on the magni- 
tude of the task thus imposed upon him, when his master put an 
end to all argument, by assuring him that there was' no alternative; 
and that he was not to stir from the spot until he received his final 
orders to proceed to tiie execution of the several duties, which he 
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was now selected to discliarge. 

\ \ ]lady then A\ithdrcw to some other part of the palace, leaving 
llarethmah to meditate in silence and alarm on what had passed ; 
the latter not a little aggravated ])v the apprehension, that having 
clis(*overed his unwillingness to be the instrument of his cruelty, the 
Khalif was about to devolve the odious service to some other person ; 
and that on his return, he should iufalliby be made the sacrifice of 
his vengeance. At all events he deteriuiiied, if it was bis destiny to 
escape the present danger, to seek some distant abode, Avliere 
unknown and undistinguished, he miglit pass his da^'s in peace and 
obscurity. In this state of painful incertitude be continued until 
midnight, when a domestic appeared and told him that the Khalit 
required his attendance. On which, having solemnly repeated his 
profession of faith, as if about to die, be followed the domestic until 
he found himself in a part of the palace where his ears were assailed 
bv the voices of the women. Here he made a resolute stand, declar- 
ing, that lie should not advance a step further, unless he was directed 
to approacli in the Khalit's own voice. At this moment he heard 
hims df addressed hy one of the females, who called out that she was 
Kheizraunah, and wlio desired him toenter, and behold what hadbefaUeu 
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them. lie accordingly ventured into the apartment, where Kheiz- 
raunah informed him from behind the hangings, that God Almigiity 
had delivered himself and all mankind from the tvrannv ot Mussa; tor 
he was dead. “ Go,” said she, “ and convince thvselt.” On which, 
removing the linen cover, which had been thrown over the face of 
L’l Hadv, he found indeed, as she had represented, that the tyrant 
w'as no more. Kheizraunah then proceeded to relate, that coming 
to the apartment where he now lay, she had cast the veil from her hea l, 
and implored U1 TIady to spare the life of his brother ; and that, con- 
tinuing to resist all her intr aties with unrelenting obstinacy, he wa.i 
suddenly seized with a fit of c^ ughing, of which, as every expedient 
to relieve him proved un'v.iling, he expired. She concluded, by 
charging Ilarcthmah to repair without delay to \ aheya the son of 
K! aled, and announce the ev. nt, with her desire that he should 
immediately secure for Harunrash.d, the entire allegiance of the 
people. In compliance with her instructions, Harethmah hastened 
accordingly to apprize Yaheya of the unexpected catastrophe, and 
to make with him the arrangements necessary to the inauguration of 
II arun. Abdullah Mamun, the eldest sen of Ilaruii, by a coucuiiino, 
\s‘ds born, it Avould appear, the same ni^ht, uhi(‘h has thcTcfoi'e 
receiv^cd from historians, the appellation of Leylut-c-I lasheniiah, the- 
night of the Hashemitos ; biang distinguished by the deatli of one 
Kbalif, the enthronement of another, and tlic birth of a third. 

The death of U1 Haudy has however been asnibed by histori- 
ans to a variety of csuscs. Aeeording to the statement of one of thein» 
a worm was generated in his bowels, which prevented him alike 
from rest and sustenance, and in three days, after producing the 
most cruel sutfering, put a period to his existence. I'his was pro- 
nounced by bis mother a judgment for his crimes. Another state- 
ment is introduced to allege, that his women were bribed ]>y the 
money of Kheizraunah, to sjnother him with bolsters, while over- 
come with wine and debauch.'* By a third, it is ascribed to an 
immediate manifestation of divine justice, for an act of wanton 
and deliberate cruelty. Some days previous to las disolution, whil^ 
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hmusing himself in the neighbourhood of Elssa-abad, a Fer^sh, or car- A. H. 17^ 

pet spreader, was employed in unfolding some hangings to intercept 

the view of the multitude from U1 Haudy, when the latter suddenly 

, . “ ul-aklibaur« 

demanded of his courtiers whether they thought he had sufficient 
skill to lodge an arrow in the heart of this man. At the same time 
that they gave him full credit for his skill, they honestly represented 
the atrocious inhumanity of imbruing his hands in the blood of his 
unconscious and unoffending attendant. The Khalif was, howeverj 
not to be dissuaded from his rash experiment, and the unfortunate 
and unsuspecting Ferasl , receiving the arrow through his body, 
expired on the spot. The foul deed immediately struck the wretched 
monarch in all its horrors. He sent for all the relatives of his 
murdered domestic, and i ndeavoured, by all the sacrifices in his power, 
to satisfy and appease their resentment. But the just vengeance of his 
creator was not to be averted. An eruption made its appearance on 
the upper part of his foot, in the shape of a small pimple, which 
though it was the employment of four persons to rub, or chafe it 
without intermission, never suffered him to enjoy a moment’s repose. 

It at last produced a mortification, the odour of which was so offen- 
sive, that it became almost impossible to approach the apartment 
in which he lay. In this state he languished to the third day, when 
he sunk into the arms of death. 

This event, ' whatever were the circumstances by which it was TarikhTebry* 
occasioned or attended, is stated to have taken place at Eissa-abad, a 
dependency of the district of Mossul, on the eighth day of the first 
Rebbcia, of the year one hundred and seventy ;* Ed Ilady being as 
yet no more than six and twenty, and having reigned but thirteen 
months and some days, calculating from the demise of his predecessor. 

He was buried in one of his gardens at Eissa-abad, his brother 
Hanin performing the funeral obsequies over his grav'e. In his per- 
son he is described to have been tall ; in his countenance handsome^ 
and in complexion fair. His lower lip being, however, shorter than 
the upper, and his upper teeth longer than the lip, were so protruded 
as to give to his visage an appearance rather ludicrous, and to pro- 
cure him the nick-name of JMussa Ettcbaka, iMussa shut you^ 

* September 6th, A, D. 786. 
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-A. H. 170. mouth. In -other respeots, he has been hr.aiult'd to posterity ns an 
A. D. 781?. inexorable and sanguinary tyrant, unsparing in his dispensation of 
Turikh laws of public justice, which, untempered with mercy, he 

{n^pninistered to the extremity of rigour.* 

I'rrasuid B’Illaii ilARrx,j' the son of Mehedy, fifth Khalifof 
the house of Abbas, on the night on which his brother perished in the 
manner above related, was securely established, through the prompt 
and united exertions of Vaheya the son of Khaled, and the above- 
Hari n vr nientioned llarethinah, or Ilarthemah, on the throne of the Khelau- 

K ASH ID, 

fiftli Kluilif fut. Having performed the last duties to the remains of Cl Haudy, 
©ftlie lioiHe the new monarch hastened the next day to the metropolis of Bagh- 
ot Abbas. . where, with the seal of state, he consigned to \ahoga the son 

of Khaled, of whose prudence and a'ctachinent he had experienced 
repeated proofs, the entiie and a'lsolutc management of his empire. 
In the ensuing month of Siiavaul, his favorite consort, Zobaidah, 
was delivered of Mahomracd ul Amein, just seven months and twenty 
days after his accession. J 

At the period of his exaltation, Ilarun had attained to his two 


and twentieth year, having been born at Bai, or Rev, while his fa- 
ther was residing at that city; and the birth of Fazzel the son of 
\aheya, taking place ten days afterwards, his motiier was chosen for 
the nurse of Harun, and Fazzel became thus the tester brother of his 
future sovereign; a circumstance which may further account for the 
unbounded influence enjoyed, under the reign of this monarch, by 
the illustrious family of Barmek. 

As the allegiance of the principal officers of the army had been 
already pledged, at the requisition of Ul Hady, to his nephew Jauf- 
fer, Harun’.s earliest attention was directed to remove this embar- 
rassment; and the young prince was accordingly prev'ailed upon to 
make a public abdication of his claims; declaring, that he freely 
absolved from their engagements, those who had sworn to be faithful to 

himself, and that the imperial dignity had justly devolved to his undo. 
Harun. 


*Kljolau#sut-uI-akbbaur, t By the grace of God, the sage, discreet, prudent* 
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When every precaution had been thus taken- to secure his rights 
against all competition, Harun, as he was standing one day surrounded 
by his troops near the bridge of the Tigris, related to his minister 
Yaheya that he had received from his father, a ruby, the A'alue of 
which had been estimated at one hundred thousand dirhems.* This 
beautiful jewel, as he Avore it on one of his visits to U1 Ilady, had 
unfortunately excited the cupidity of that prince, and he was sur- 
prised on his way home, by a message desiring that it might be 
immediately sent to him. When this unexpected request was 
communicated to him, he happened to be on that part of the bridge 
near which they now stood; and feeling himself not a little provoked, 
he drew the ring from his finger, and immediately cast it into the 
river. He acknowledged at the same time, that a period of five 
months had elapsed, since the circumstance had taken place,- 
NcAcrtheless he now desired that some divers might be immediately 
employed to try Avhether they could not recover his ring. These 
men, notwithstanding their representations of the impracticabilitv of 
succeeding in such an attempt after such a lapse of time, Avere accord- 
ingly directed to plunge into the stream of the Tigris ; and havino- 
sufficiently explored the bottom of the river, they at last, contrary 
to all expectation and probability, brought up the ring; Avliich, as an 
omen auspicious to his reign, Avas recci\ed by llarun Avith abundant 
satisfaction. Such a circumstance may perhaps, by manv of our 
readers, be considered too romantic for serious history; nevertheless 
finding it almost immediately on the threshold, Ave huA'e not been 
able to reject it entirely. We shall now proceed to the more 
important events, such as they stand recorded in the manuscript 
before us, of tlie reign of this celebrated monarch, Avhose name and 
priA’ate history are already so familiar to our earliest recoIle<'tions. 

Although the seals of his gov'ernment had, in the manner already 
related, been consigned by llarun to his minister Yaheya, of the race 
of Barmek, the dowager Kheizraunah had, in a great measure, 
resumed the inlluence which she had been seen to exercise, d''ring 
the reign of Meliedy. Nothing Avas therefore, for a long time, carri d 
into execution by the minister, Avithout the previous consi !era i un 
and sanction of that princess. In the mean time, liaran, who 
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A. H. 170. seems to have emharras.sed himself as little as possible with thccarcr» 
A. D. 707. sovereignty, w as engaged about this period on a visit to the ancient 
Tankh of Tuss, which he repeopled, and restored to a state of repair. 

In the commencement of the year one hundred and seventy-three,* 
on her return from a pilgrimage to Mekkah, Kheizraunah reposed, in 
the arms of death, from the anxieties of ambition. An event which 
lodged the delegated authority of government, without an associate, 
in the hands of Yaheya. The latter being then employed in Khor- 
assaun, was immediately recalled, and his grandson, Abbas the sou 
of Jaufi'er, appointed to succeed him as governor of that province. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-five, f Mahommed ul 
Amein, the son ofllarun by Zobaidah, then only in his fifth y^ear, 
was declared heir apparent to the Khelaufut, to the exclusion of his 
elder brother ul JMamun : an arrangement with which, as it was 
expected there might be some dissatisfaction among the people of 
Khorassaun, on account of the minority of Amein, Fazzel the son of 
Yaheya, the governor of the young prince, and the foster brotlier of 
Harim, w^as deputed to preside over that province ; instead of Abbas 
the son of Jauffer, who was now recalled, until the allegiance of that 
important part of the empire should be secured for the heir apparent 
elect. This o’nject being however completed at the expiration of a 
twelve-month, Fazzel was himself recalled ; and the government of 
Khora.ssaun transferred by Harun to his owm maternal uncle Otroif, 
the couzin german of Kheizraunah, here stated to harm been origi- 
nally of Yemen ; but being removed by the vicissitudes of war and 
fortune, to Mossul, and ultimately to Tebristaun, she there fell into 
the hands of .Mehedy, and became his favorite mistress. The address 
of Fazzel was next employed to secure for his pupil the allegiance of 
Irak; and being equally fortunate in his exertions in that province 
his services were immediately remunerated by the government of all 
the territory lying to the westward and northward of Khorassaun ; 
including the dependencies of Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, (the anci- 
ent Hyrcania) and Kohestaun, JIaniadaun and Nihawend, to the 

borders of Irak, together with the whole of Azerbayjan, and* part of 
Armenia, 
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are aew brought to the year one hundred and seventy six, fn A. W. iTff'. 

tvhich Yaheya the sou of Abdullah iil Hfisseyny, the Fatimite, A. D. 702 . 

revolted against the authority of Hariin, and made himself master of Tankh 
^ . . Tebry. 

the inaccessible province of Tebristaun. The fate of Husseyne, who 

fell near iNIekkah, in the reign of UI Hady, has already occurred to 
the attention of the reader. Fie left two cousins, Yaheya and Idris, 
brothers of the Mahommed and Ibrauhim, who revolted, the one at 
Medeinah, and the other at Bassorah, in the time of Ul Munsur, 

On the death of their relative near Mekkah, Yaheya and Idris con- 
trived to escape from the field of battle, the latter to Tinjah, sup- 
posed to be Tangier on the coast of Africa, where he successfully 
proclaimed the rights of his family, and was acknowledged by the 
people. But he was subsequently reached by the emissaries of L'l 
Fladv, and destroyed by poison, Yaheya, on the contrary, directed 
his flight into (jluilan, where he was cordially received by the natives, 
who recognized his authority, and soon enabled him to appear at the 
head of a numerous army. 

The adjoining province of Tebristaun being under the authority of 
Fazzel Barmekky, an army of fifty thousand men was allotted to him 
by Ilarun, for the suppression of this revolt against his government. 

IlFith this force Fazzel proceeded to the city of Rai, where he 
remained stationary for a twelve-month, engaged in a negociation 
with the insurgent Yahejm. At the expiration of that period, he 
prevailed upon Yaheya by various promises to lay aside his hostile 
views, and to throw himself on the clemency of Flarun. Before he 
finally consented, however, to place himself intheliandsof his enemies, 

A aheya transmitted to Fazzel the schedule of a treaty, to which he 
required the signature of the Khalif, as a guarantee for the perform- 
ance of the conditions. The treaty was accordingly conveyed to 
II arun ; and returned by him soon afterwards, with his own ratifica- 
tion, attested by the hand vviiting of many of the principal members 
of his court, and of the most respectable citizens of Baghdad. Ya- 
heya no longer hesitated to commit himself to the protection of 
Fazzel, who proceeded without delay to conduct him towards the 
metropolis ; and Flaren, on his part,appcaringinfinitely gratified by this 
attainment of his object, without the hazard of a conflict, ordered 
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the streets of the city to be splendidly decorated for the reception of 
Yaheya, who w'as treated on the occasion with a distinction beyond 
his most flattering expectations. He continued to experience the 
same liberal treatment for about five months ; but at the expiration 
of that period, on the pretence that some letters had been intercepted 
coming to him from the refractory Deylemites, he was thrown into 
prison. The sequel of his story will appear in due time. 

In the course of one hundred and seventy-seven,* the government 
of Khorassaun was transferred, on the removal of Otreit, to llamzah 
the son of Malek. That of Egypt w^as about the same time bestowed 
upon Jauffer Barmekky, the son of the prime minister, and the parti- 
cular favorite of Ilarun. Hamzah enjoyed his authority for about 
a twelve month, when he w'as recalled, and the noble and extensive 
province under his jurisdiction, consigned to the able and accom- 
plished Fazzel. This latter took possession of his government in one 
hundred and seventy-eight, j" and during the period of seven years, in 
which it is here said to have continued under his authority, although 
we do not exactly comprehend how this is to be reconciled with the 
appointments and removals, w'hich will immediately appear, rendered 
himself not less distinguished by his exemplary justice and integrity, 
than by his consummate prudence and abilities. The following year 
Jauffer w as sent for by Harun, to appease the commotions which are 
acknowledged about this period to have arisen in Syria : such indeed 
as to have required the services of some of the most distinguished 
captains in the empire ; and among otheis of Harethmah the son of 
Eyim, wdio W'as withdrawal on the occasion from his command in 
Africa. Supported, however, by the presence and exertions of this 
able commander and his associates, Jauffer succeeded in a short 
time, in restoring the tranquillity of his province ; and in the course 
of the year consigning it to the charge of a deputy, repaired to Bagh- 
dad. xSotviithstanding the circumstance just related, with respect to 
his brother Fazzel, the government of Khorassaun w'as now conferred 
upon Jauffer, that of Syria, with probably that of Egypt, being 
assigned to his son Eissa. ’In the course of the same year, having 
contracted some dislike to the metropolis of Baghoad, because, as he 
alleged, the air of the place did m^t agree w ith his constitution, 
Ilarun transferred his residence to Rakkah on the Euphrates, (the 
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lincif>nt Kiee'))lioiiiim) here stated to be a dependoiiey of Mossfilo, A. II. iRa. 
bavins,' established U1 Ainein in the soveninient of the capital. From 
Rakkali he removed, however, in a short time to Ileirah; butreceiv- Tanidi 
ing some oflence or other from the inhabitants, he quitted that place 
after adding considerably to its buildings, and returned as:ain to 
llakkah, which appears henceforward to have become his principal 
and favorite residence. 

During the year one hundred and eighty, we are informed that 
Harun was engaged at the head of a great armv, in a religious expe- 
dition against the territories of the Greek empire; of which, however, 
the author has furnished us with no other circumstances, tlian that 
he reduced and laid in ruins, the city of Sefsauf, (the city of willows): 
but whether this refers to the subsequent hostilities in the time of 
Kicephorus the first, during which, it is said, that he destroyed the 
city of Fleraclea, on the Euxine, it is not at present easy to determine. 

It the date is at all to be relied on, this invasion is, however, to be 
assigned to the reign of the ambitious Irene, whose contests with her 
son may have encouraged the hostile designsof llarun. On his return 
■ from this expedition, llarun conferred the government ofKhorassaim 
upon Ally the son of Eissa ben Mahan. But a charge of malversa- 
tion being conveyed against that chief, he was recalled at the expir- 
ation of a twelve month, being directed to leave his province under 
the administration of a deputy. The governor of Khorassaun ap- 
pointing his own son Yaheya to command in his absence, hastened 
to vindicate his conduct, loaded with a profusion of presents for the 
Khalif, whom he found means to conciliate without great difficulty; 
and in short, to convince that he had been unjustly calumniated. 

He was in consequence sent back in triumph, to wreak his vengeance 
on his accusers. About the same period an insurrection broke out in 
the territory of Nissa, on the border of Khorassaun towards Kharezm» 
of vvhich, a certain rebel of the name of Ebenul Khateib, was at the 
head. But Ally the son of Eissa, being directed as the lieutenant 
of E'l Mamun, now associated with his brother as co-heir to the em- 
pire, to oppose the insurgent, their chief was soon afterwards killed 
% that commander, and the insurrection entirely suppresed. 
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During the year one hundred and eighty six, Harun, accompanleci 
by the two young princes, his sons, proceeded on a religious visit to 
the two sacred cities. While at Yathreb, (Medeinah, formerly so 
called) he distributed to the inhabitants three separate and magni- 
ficent largesses, one in the name of himself, and the others in those 
of his two sons. Similar proofs of his liberality were exhibited at 
Mekkah ; so that the charges occasioned by these disbursements, and 
other expences of his pilgrimage, are said to have amounted to the 
sum of one million of dinaurs,*and fifty thousand dirhems. It has 
been already noticed, that U1 Amein stood nominated as sole succes- 
sor to the throne of the Khalifs, as far back as the year one hundred 
and seventy-five ; but as he and his elder brother grew towards man- 
hood, their father sought to obviate the jealousies and hostilities 
which might too probably ensue, by an equal division of the empire 
between them. For this purpose he had recently caused U1 Mamun 
to be publicly announced as heir to the Khelaufut, next after U1 
Amein ; on which occasion the empire appears to have been appor- 
tioned betwixt the two princes, in the following manner. The pro- 
vinces eastward of the ridges of Ilulwaun, comprising the variou-s 
territories of Kermanshahan, Nihawend, Korn, and Kashan, Isfahaun, 
Farss and Kermaun ; Rai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, Khorassaun, with 
hlauwerunneher, the country beyond the Oxus so called, Zabui, 
and Kabul, and the territory on the Indus, including a part of 
Hindostaun, Avere alloted to U1 Mamun. While Baghdad, Wausset, 
Kufah and Bassorah, with all western Irak, the two provinces of 
Syria, Mossule and Jezzeirah, (on the Upper Tigris and Euphrates) 
Ilejauz and Egypt, to the remotest boundaries of the Avest, became 
the share of U1 Amein, In the instrument by Avhich Harun liad thus 
disposed of this splendid inheritance, it Avas further stipulated that 
U1 Amein should fix the seat of his gOAmrnment at Baghdad, and U1 
Mamun at Meru ; and that on the death of either, the Avhole of his 
allotment should devolve to the survivor. When it Avas hoAvever 
understood that, in this magnificent distribution, the Khalif had 
entirely excluded a younger son of the name of Kaussem, whos^ 
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education had been entrusted to Abdulmelek the son ofSalah, of the 
race of Abbas, the latter Avrote to Harun soliciting that his pupil 
might not bo left so totally destitute of all participation in his faA^or, 
Some of the towns of Jezzeirah, with iNIossule, and the territory 
adjoining to the frontiers of Riirn,* and the defiles of Mount Taurus, 
WiTc accordingly assigned to tfrat prince, with the title of Mutemmen, or 
trust worthy, which was conferred upon him at the same time by his 
father. To add the last soleinnity to these arrangements, it is further 
said, that the two princes, U1 Amein and U1 ^Nlainun, were publicly 
sworn in the san(Uuary of the Kaaubah l>y their father, on this occa- 
sion, never to engage in hostilities against each other ; all the nobles 
of the empire on the spot Avere culled upon to bear Avitness to the 
engagement ; and the stipulations of the instrument of succession 
thus solemnly ratified, being then published aloud from the A^ostibule, 
Harun finally directed tliat a copy of it should be suspended at the 
door of the Kaaubah. But as tlie paper liappencd to drop from the 
hands of the person employed to susj)cnd it, the by-standers drew 
from the circumstance, an omen inauspicious to the conclusion* 
They did not hesitate to predict that the expectations founded upon 
it, would never be realized ; and that the harmony of the two bro- 
thers was not destined to be of any duration. These important 
arrangements dispatched, Harun returned soon aftorAvards to Rakkuli, 
sending U1 Amein to take up his abode at Baghdad, 

Hitherto the character of Harun, if it exhibits nothing peculiarly 
attract! v^e, may nevertheless be contemplated, if not Avitli ajiproba- 
tion, certainly Avithout aA^ersion ; but it is said that one of the inse- 
parable properties of arbitrary power, is to pervert and vitiate the 
noblest propensities of the heart. At all events the story which now 
claims our attention, of his unrelenting* cruelty to the illustrious 
race of Barniek, who had so long scrA^ed him Avith such distinguished 
proofs of zeal and fidelity, Avould lead ns to infer, that in a period 
of seventeen years, from a prince of moderate, if not amiable qual- 
ities, he Avas become a detestable and sanguinary tyrant. 

Of th is illustrious family, Ions; known to the western world un- 
der the desis:nation of the Barmecides, the oriental writers have in 
general united to consecrate the memor}-, to the esteem and applause 
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of posterity. To Yaheya the prime minister, exclusive of his trans* 
r^endeiit wisdom, and the most exalted mental attainments, they 
have in particular ascribed every laudable and virtuous quality that 
can aspire to, or command the lov'e and admiration ot mankind. 
Ilis sou Fazzel, together with the most unbounded liberality of dis- 
position, they have endowed witli the most exemplary and ardent 
zeal to promote the ends of justice. For Jautfer, another of the sons 
of Yaheya, in addition to all these qualities, which he also possessed 
in a veiy eminent degree, they claim an unrivalled excellence in skilful 
penmanship, and elegance of composition ; the former an acquire- 
ment of no trifling value, before the inestimable discovery of the art of 
printing had superseded its importance. ToMahommedthe third, they 
have assigned the most exalted magnanimity; and on Mussa, the fourth 
son of this enviable parent, they have bestowed the wreath of prowess, 
and intrepidity of mind, in which he is said to have surpassed all 
parallel or competition. In short, such was chc inlluencc implanted 
in the bosom of Ilariin by this unri\alled display of talents and 
virtue, that from the earliest period of his accession, to the year one 
hundred and eighty-seven, ivlicn his disposition towards them un- 
derwent a fearful change, the entire administration of his exten- 
sive dominions, in all its departments, was entrusted to the sole 
and exclusive management of Yaheya, and the admirable band of 
brothers whom we have just descrilied ; Avith this only distiuctioiu 
that Fazzel, and JauiTer, but the latter in particular, enjoyed a 
more unreserA^ed and intimate share in the conhdenee of their sover- 
eign ; which they nobly justified by the brightest example of liber- 
alitv and beneficence. 

When their father became advanced in years, Fazzel and Jauffer 
were alternately employed, at the discretion of llariui, as his depu- 
ties in the civil administration of the empire ; that being a branch of 
the service from which, by their military designation, the two other 
brothers, Mahommed and Mussa, both Ameirs, or generals in the 
army, appear to have been excluded. Yaheya had at the same time 
other children; and each of the sons was the parent of a numerous 
family, which promised to continue the name to a remote posterity. 



Each was distinguished hy the highest employments of the state, 
either civil or military ; and all grew great under the influence of 
their father’s acknowledged talents and superior abilities. 

It has been already intimated that of the two elder brothers, Fazzel 
and Jauffer, the latter enjoyed a more distinguished share in the 
Khalif’s favor ; this is, perhaps, to be accounted for by the following 
circumstance. We have seen it stated on a former occasion, that 
Fazzel was the foster brother of Hariin, nursed at the same breast. 
A tie which produced betwixt them, as might have been expected, 
the closest intimacy and affection. Hence in process of time, Fazzel 
became the associate of his master’s most private pleasures, from 
which a liberal indulgence in wine was not excluded. But as these 
scenes of Indulgence passed in the midst of the women of the Kha- 
lif’s family', and were heightened by all the charms of poetry and 
music, Fazzel found it extremely difficult to close his eyes against 
the fascination which surrounded him. He therefore prudently' with- 
drew himjelf fiom the sj)ei!, and above all things, ever afterwards 
abstained froin the ?ne of wine. Whether this was considered as 
a tacit condemnation of ilie debauched and effeminate life of his so- 
voreian, we are left to determine. The favor of Harun was, how- 
ever, soon afterwards transferred to Jauffer, v. ho became then, to his 
misfortune, tlic in<ei)arable companion of those pleasures, from 
which his brother had, to all appearance, so prudently withdrawn. 

Broken with age, and the cares and anxieties of his important and 
laborious trust, Yaheya had long since besought his inaster’s permis- 
sion to retire from office, and pass the remainder of his days at Mek- 
kah. In this, however, he had not been able to succeed ; Harun 
alleging from time to time, that as his sonsFazzeland Jauffer were both 
eminently qu'alified for the Vizaurut, he might appoint either of 
them that he thought proper, lo officiate in his room: that he would 
be alway s prepared to attend to such measures as they were disposed to 
submit tor the sanction of his ordcs. He should only require of them 
still to avail themselves of the matured counsels and experience of 
their father, by subjecting such orders to his consideration, previous 
to their final execution. At the same time, though he forbore to 
acknowledge it, the inclinations of Harun were already disposed i» 
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favor of Jauffer. But as Yaheya does not appear to have been aware 
of the preference, he made choice of Fazzel, to whom he accordingly 
entrusted the seal of his sovereign ; and Fazzel continued for a j)eriod 
of two years to exercise the functions of the Vizzaurut, or prime 
ministry, as his father’s locum-tenens ; Harun all this time tacitly 
acquiescing in the choice. At the expiration ofthat period however, he 
conferred the ministry upon his favorite Jauffer ; and taking the seal 
from Fazzel, he sent it to Yaheya with the following message. “ As 
“ thou art the best judge of their qualifications, it is of course at thy 
“ option to lodge my seal with either of thy sons, as may best accord 
“ with thine own discretion. Nevertheless 1 would remind thee, 
“ that for my part, it is far from ray intention that it should be disposed 
“ of to either, contrary to thy inclinations.” Yaheya now retained 
the seals in his own hands, and continued to discharge the duties of 
the V'izzaurut without a substitute until that period in which his 
fortunes were destined to experience a dreadful and memorable 
reverse. For continues the author, in this world is there that man 
who will venture to affirm, that, either among the ancient Persians, 
or the more recent sovereigns of Isslam, any monarch hath ever 
assigned to minister or peer that influence over his government, and 
the domestic concerns of his family, which was enjoyed by Yaheva, 
and his sons ; and after all, that it should have terminated so dcplor- 
ablv ? 

V 

A variety of reasons have, however, been assigned for the disgrace 
and ruin of this celebrated family. And first of all, the protracted 
period of their ascendancy ; for, when a person has continued long 
in the management of affairs, it is observed, that he will unavoida- 
bly have created a number of enemies, because it is impossible to 
please the whole world. Aware of this result, Yviheya besought his 
discharge from office, and was disappointed. As another circum- 
stance which contributed to the fill of the race of Barmek, it is 
stated, that there lived at Rakkah, a person called Mahommed the 
so of Laith, surnamed Abu Rabbeia, related to the family of the 
prophet, and not less distinguished for his pious and blameless life, 
than for his capacity and literary attainments. By such considera- 
tions he had become a kind of oracle with the people ; but unfor. 
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iiatcly receiving some offence from Yaheya, he resented the injury A. If. laff, 

by impeaching him to the Khalif, as a profligate and abandoned P- 

Zendicist. “ How,” said he in the letter which he addressed to ^y'*l^** 

IT • 1 • 11 1 • • 1 • lebry. 

riarun on the occasion, “will their sovereign answer to his creator 

on the aAvful day of retribution, or what possible reason will he 

allege for placing the destinies of a faithful people at the disposal 

“ of Yaheya the son of Khaled, his sons, and the other branches of his 

family, deeply polluted as they are by the principles of Zcndicisin, 

and infidelity in its most pernicious form To this malevolent 

accusation Yaheya Avas no stranger, although he seemed to treat itAvith 

silent contempt, until one day that liarun pointedly interrogated 

him, as to what he thought of the character of Mahommed the son of 

Laith. He is my lord/^ then replied Yaheya on his part, -‘an 

hy pocritical miscreant, not less to be reprobated for the depravity 

of his principles, than for the pernicious doctrines by Avhich he has 

contrix^ed to seduce the minds of the people ; a base and malignant 

slanderer, without faith and without religion in any shape/^ In 

the same strain he proceeded further to delineate the character of his 

accuser, until he produced at last, in the mindof Harun, thatimpres* 

sion to his disad\^antage, Avhich terminated in the eoufinemont of his 

person. The accusation continued to operate, neA^ertheless, in the 

recollection of the Khalif; the religious persuasion of the family of 

Barmek became with him from henceforward the subject of perpetual 

inquiry ; and the impressions which were already accumulating in his 

mind to their prejudice, derived additional force from the information 

w hich he rcceiA-ed on that subject from such as were unfaA'orably 

disposed towards his minister. 

Another circumstance which is described to HaAx impeached the 
attachment, or integrity, of Yaheya and his family in the opinion of 
tbeir sovereign, is the folIoAving. We haA’e already noticed the 
manner in Avhich Yaheya, the son of Abdullah the Husseynite, who 
had revolted in Tebristan against the authority ot Harun, was pro- 
%"ailed upon through the intervention of Fazzcl, to commit himself 
to his protection; the reception of that insurgent at Baghdad, and 
his subsequent seizure and imprisoninoiit, Harun, not possessing on 
this occasion sullicient coufiJciice in any one but Jauifer, coiuxnitted 
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A. H. 188 . the unfortunate captive to his custody, with a particular charge tQ 
A, D. 802 . adopt the strongest precautions against the possibility of his escape. 

Tarikh Y aheya continued under this species of restraint for some time ; until 

Tebry. evening that he contrived to interest in his favor the compassion 

of his keeper. “ Alas Jauffer,” exclaimed he, “ knowing whose 
“ descendant I am, independent of any other claim to thy respect, 
“ canst thou thus consent to be an accomplice in my death ? Jleflect 
“ also on the solemn treaty, by which alone I was persuaded to lay 
“ myself at the mercy of those, who have so basely violated their 
“ engagements with me.” “ From this moment,” replied Jauffer, 
“ thou art at liberty ; go where thou wilt : and I will be responsible 
“ to Rashid.” Yaheya accordingly made his escape; but as the 
circumstance became known to Fazzel, the Khalit’s chamberlain, he 
immediately reported it to his master, whose patience on discovering 
-the truth of the report is something remarkable. The next day, 
while engaged at his repast, the Khalif, wdth an appearance of indif- 
ference, demanded of Jaulfer how matters stood with his prisoner. 
Jauffer replied that he was, as he had been directed to be, in close 
and rigorous Cvsnfinement. “ By ip}' head and existence is it so,’* 
said Harun, with a serious air: after a moment’s pause, Jauffer ven- 
tured to acknowledge that he could not presume to stake the sacred 
person of his sovereign to a falsehood. That know'ing him to be a 
just and innocent man, the descendant of his prophet, and the kins- 
man of his master, his heart had melted for vhe unhappy prisoner; 
nnd in short, that he had suHered him to make his escape. Dissem- 
bling his indignation, Harun professed- to approve of what he had 
done; telling him that he had only anticipated his own intentions, 
and that it was a proof that their minds were true to the same 
impulse. But though he concealed his displeasure in silence, it 
only sunk the deeper into his heart. 


That which however appears to have sealed the destruction of this 
highly distinguished family was the following circumstance. Flarun had 
an elder sister of the name of Abbasah, older by a twelve month than 
LT Hady, w'hpm, when disposed to treat his brother with violence, 
she had never failed to soften by her intreaties ; whom she had fre- 
quently withheld from urging tjiose extremities against his declared 
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successor, which she equally dreaded to contemplate whatever might 
be the result. These good offices, so essential to his preservation, 
were not forgotten by Ilarun on his accession to the throne. He 
distinguished Abbasah by the highest marks of favor ; she became 
the depositary of all his secrets, the associate of his convivial enjoy- 
ments ; and in short, of all the world, the most intimate in his confi- 
dence and regard. Of that social circle, to which the Khalif’s 
sister, with many more of the loveliest females in the imperial familv, 
w^ere generally admitted, Jauffer, on the voluntary seclusion of his 
brother, had become a constant attendant. But finding himself at 
length considerably embarrassed by the presence of Abbasah, he 
began to apprehend that some time or other, either bywords or looks, 
he might be betrayed into some error fatal to his peace. He there- 
fore, like his brother, determined for the future to decline these 
dangerous interviews. The Khalif was not long a stranger to his 
motives, and he surprised him one day with a proposal to make 
Abbasah his wife, on condition that he would engage never to see 
her but in his presence : never to come in contact Avith her person, 
or to claim any of those privileges usual Avith man and Avife ; that 
alone excepted of sitting in the same circle Avith her. To these con- 
ditions Jauffer submissiA'ely subscribed, and Abbasah became accord- 
ing!}’' his bride. They met as usual, and at a respectable distance 
conversed together in the presence of Harun. But Abbasah happened 
to be one of the most beautiful women in the palace of the Khelau- 
fut, and Jauffer was himself a very handsome and accomplished man. 
The result is not difficult to foresee. They contrived to meet Avhere 
Ilarun was not an associate of their interviews, and Jauffer’s Avife 
became the mother of a boy. The infant Avas privately conveyed to 
Mekkah, there to be brought up in charge of tAvo faithful female 
attendants. But about a twelve month afterAvards, in a quarrel Avith 
one of her maids, Abbasah, Avithout adv'erting to consequences, struck 
her ; and the girl in a fit of resentment, found means to disclose the 
dangerous secret of the child, to him, of all the Avorld, from Avhom it 
W’as most necessary that it should be concealed. Harun removed the 
reyengeful female from the service of Abbasah, and placing her 
immediately among the women of his OAvn harain, charged her to 
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A. H. 186 . forbear from conversing on the subject with any one ; adding 
A. D. 802 . circumstance to the other arguments of displeasure with which 
Tarikh his mind was now become sufficiently exasperated against the 
Tebry. family. In the mean time ,he contrived to ascertain the 

retreat of Yaheya, the riusseynite, who had sought an asylum in 
Ivhorassaun ; where x\lly the son of Eissareceived timely instructions 
to adopt the necessary measures for seizing and securing his person. 

The aversion of Harun was by this time irrevocably confirmed 
against every individual of the family of his once favorite minister* 
Both he and his son Jaufter, in particular, were become equally 
odious to their sovereign. And the aged statesman receiving in his 
intercourse with the Khalif, daily proofs of this unfavorable change 
to his prejudice, in vain attempted to address him, to intreathis per- 
mission on the subject of retiring from office. Ilarun continued to 
temporize with him, until Yaheya the Husseynite, being torn from 
his retreat in Khorassauu by Ally the son of Eissa the tyrannical 
governor of that province, was conveyed under proper security to 
llakkah, and there immediately put to death : and the apprehensions 
of Harun being thus laid at rest on that point, he no longer delayed 
to bring his account with the race of Barrack to a close. In the lat- 
ter end of one hundred and eighty-six* he was engaged on another 
pilgrimage to Mekkah, in which he took care that Yaheya the minister, 
and his four sons should all of them attendhim. At Mekkah, when 
he had absolved himself of the obligations connected with the sacred 
visit, he caused the infant child of Abbasah to be brought before him. 
H e was struck with the singular beauty of the little innocent, and 
with the strong resemblance which it bore to its mother. Neverthe- 
less he determined that it should die. But considering on calmer 
reflection that this helpless innocent was unconscious of offence, it 
was for the present spared. 

On his Return from Mekkah, Ilarun availed himself of some occa- 
sion or other to make a halt of three days at a station near Anbaur, 
on the river Euphrates. On the last of those days, he invited the 
three brothers, Fazzel, and Jaufler, and Mussa, to his presence, and 
having caressed them with an appearance of extraordinary cordiality, 
be dismissed them once more to their quarters, with rich Khelauts, 

* December, A. D. 802 , 
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the customary dresses of honor. Similar marks of extraordinary kind- 
ness were bestowed upon their father Yaheya; so that the alarms 
which had been recently awakened in their minds were, by these 
means, in a great measure dispelled. When they assembled at 
afternoon prayers, Harun observed to JaufFer, with his usual famili- 
arity, that he was determined that night to enjoy himself without 
restraint in the society of his women ; and that he should only dis- 
pense with his attendance on the express condition that he should 
be similarly employed. Jauffer retired to his quarters, and the 
Khalif withdrew, as he said he should, to the apartments of his 
women, and betook himself to his habitual indulgence in wine. In a 
little time he sent one of his domestics to inquire if Jauffer was 
engaged in the same harmless dissipation. Finding that such was 
not the case, the attendant appeared again with a message from 
Harun, urging him by the life of his master, to imitate his example 
without further delay ; for that his wine seemed deprived of all its 
zest, until he knew that his faithful Jauffer partook in the same 
enjoyments. Jauffer felt himself, at the same time, unaccountably 
alarmed, and averse to such a gratification ; and reluctantly with- 
drawing to his chamber, called for the exhilarating beverage. It hap- 
pened that he was attended by a favorite blind minstrel, of the name 
of Bouzgaur, to whom, after a few goblets, he could not forbear from 
communicating his apprehensions. The minstrel treated them as 
merely imaginary; roused his master to banish them from his thoughts, 
and resume his usual cheerfulness. But Jaufier further declared, 
that he found it impossible to dispel the uneasiness which seemed to 
haunt him. About the hour of evening prayer, another messenger 
arrived from Harun with a present of nuts and sweetmeats for Jauffer, 
as a relish to his wine, from his own table. 

When midnight came, Harun quitted the apartments of his women, 
and withdrew to his own. Calling for Wessrour the eunuch, 
his favorite and confidential domestic, he directed him to convey 
Jauffer to his tent ; where he was, without further preliminary, to 
strike off the head of that distinguished minister, and lay it in his 
presence. Wessrour proceeded accordingly, and entering the apart- 
ment while Bouzgaur was singing some Arabic verses, stood sudden- 
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^ H, 186 . ly at the head of Jauffer, who started involuntarily at his appearance* 

A. D. 803 . Yjjg eunuch told him that he was summoned to attend the Khalif. 

Tarikh Jauffer requested to know where he was to find him; and was 
informed that he had just left the apartments of the women, and 
retired to his own. He then intreated that he might be permitted to 
withdraw for a moment to speak to the women of his family ; this 
last indulgence was withheld, Messrour observing, that any instruc- 
tions which he had to communicate, might as well be delivered 
where he was. This he was accordingly constrained to do, after 
which he accompanied iMessrour to his tents, on entering which, 
the latter immediately drew’ his sword. Jautfer demanded that the 
Khalif’smstructionsniightbcexplained to him; and when this was com- 
plied with, cautioned the eunuch to beware how he carried into ex- 
ecution an order, whicli had evidently been given under the influ- 
ence of Wine and inebriety, lest when their sovereign should be 
restored to his recollectioii, it might be folio .ved l>y unavailing repen- 
tance and remorse. He further implored, by the memory of their 
past fiiendsliip, that ne would return to the Khalit’s presence, and 
requite his final commands, hlessrour yielded to these intreaties, 
and appeiiieu before Harun, wnom he found in the situation in 
which he had left him, expecting his return. “ Is this the head of 
“.lauffer? demanded Harun. “ Jauffer is at the door, my lord,” 
replied Messrour wdth some trepidation; “I wanted notJau.Ter,” said 
the tyrant sternly, “ I wanted his head.” This was conclusive of 
the fate of the unhappy favorite. Messrour immediately w ithdrew, 
and returned wdth the head of .Tauffer, which was now laid at the 
feet of his ungrateful master. He was then directed by Harun to 
keep that head by him, until he should receive his further orders. In 
the mean time, he was enjoined to proceed without delay andsecurethe 
persons of Yaheya, his three sons, Tazzel, Mahommed, and Mussa, 
and his brother Mahommed the son of Khaled ; all of whom he 
was immediately to convey to his quarters, and place under res- 
Uaint, seizing, without distinction, every article of property which 
^ e onged to them. These vindictive commands were carried into 
immediate and rigorous execution. The head of Jauffer was dis- 
patched the next day to be suspended to a gibbet, on the bridge of 
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E'agTidad, as a memorial perhaps to the licentious Inhabitants ; after A. H. 185 ; 
which Harun continued his journey to Rakkah. A. D. 803. 

Stripped of all their w'ealth and honors, Yaheya and his brother TarikU 
blahommed were condemned to languish under all the severities of 
the most rigorous confinement, until the former perished in his 
prison: when the survivor, whose estimable qualities were not inferior 
to those of any of his family, and whose irreproachable and blameless 
life was proof against every accusation of guilt, received his enlarge- 
ment. The oilier members of the race of Barmek remained in 
custody, under eveiy circumetaiice of distress and deprivation, until 
the whole of their agents and dependants w^ere properly secured ; 
not one who had ever, in any shape, been concerned with them 
being suffered to escape. The three . arviving sons of Yaheya, 

Fazzel, Mahonimed, and ivlussa, were then conducted to the presence 
of Harun, w hen he ordered them to be butchered before his eyes. 

The infant children of Fazzel and JanlFor, with aU their kindred, 
w ere condemned to share their fate ; nor was a single individual of 
the whole family, Maliommed the son of Khaled alone excepted, 
destined to escape this furious and exterminating sweep. 

The execution of Jauffer Baimekky, wdiich commenced this 
memorable manifestation of the effects of a tyrant’s displeasure, and 
which has been described with s^me variation by different authors, is 
Stated to have taken place, near Anbaur, on Saturday night, the first 
of Suffur, of the year one hundred and eighty seven.* Be this however 
as it may, the cold blooded and deliberate cruelty of Harun on the 
occasion has deservedly exposed his memory to the odium and execration 
of posterity. And yet those who reproach him the most, appear to 
allow that, if the story of his sister had not been interwoven in the 
piece, there were some circumstances to be considered, by which he 
might perhaps have been justified in all he did. But, say they, 
when that melancholy fact intrudes itself into the relation, every 
circumstance connected with it, seems to recoil to his own dishonor. 

Had he conducted himself with a common degree oi patience or 
moderation, the story would have been forgotten w ith the ordinary 

* Jauuarjr 28!li, A. D. 803. 
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A. H. 187. occiirrences of the day : it would have been known, perhaps, only 
A. D. 81)3. j,jg contemporaries. Whereas by the self-degradation 

Tarikh which attended the act, and the extreme rigor to which he carried 
Tebrj-. vengeance, it will be propagated from one to another to the end 

of time ; it will be read and recognized as something the very 
reverse of what should distinsjuish the conduct of the man of prudence 
and sound discretion. And in truth, it is observed that, on the 
extermination of the Barmecides, the affairs of Harun fell into 
immediate and irretrievable confusion. Treason, revolt, and rebellion 
assailed him in different parts of the empire. He felt himself from 
disease unequal to the cares of government ; and he expiated, by a 
tardy and unavailing regret, his unfeeling cruelty to the lamented 
race of Barmek. 

fCliolaussut- To conclude this sketch of the splendid career, and miserable 
ulaklibaur. catastrophe, of a family so celebrated, perhaps we may be permitted 
to introduce, without an apology, the following observation derived 
from another sourc*'. Among the extraordinary occurrences which 
it has fallen to my lot to transcribe, says the author of the work to 
which we refer, that which I am about to mention is perhaps, not 
the least singular, or deserving our consideration. On some occa- 
sion or other, a certain historian relates, that he had an opportunity 
of consulting a register or memorandum of Harunrashid’s expenditure. 
In this, under a single date, he found recorded an article of that 
monarch’s munificence to Jautfer the son of Yaheya, that patron of 
excellence alone, which in gold and silver, in rich apparel and car- 
peting, spices, and perfumes, amounted to the value of thirty millions 
of dirhems.* This may enable us to form some conception of the 
extent of Harfin’s liberality to this distinguished fiimily, while they 
enjoyed the sun-shine of his favor. Alas! continues the same his- 
torian, in the very next page, I could not but remark, that the 
comparatively trifling sum of fourteen dinaurs, and half a daunkah,f 
• Bulticed to provide the bitumen and combustibles, necessary toconsume 

the bones of the same Jauffer, so long and ignominiously suspended 
to a gibbet at Baghdad. 

*At tbe .owes! calculation, 687,500/, f About 6/. 7s. Gd, 
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We are already apprized of the method adopted by Ally the ^ 
Mahanite, to avert the punishment due to his tyranny and exactions 
in the government of Khorassaiin. The variety and splendour of the 
presents with whieh, on that occasion, he contrived to disarm the 
justice of Harun, seem not less to have excited his astonislunent. 
Of his minister, Yaheya, some time before his disgrace, he had accord- 
ingly demanded with an air of reproach, where they had hitherto 
contrived to conceal the wealth of Khorassaun ; of that province which 
had been committed for so many vears to the mana<>ement of his 

V C? 

yens? That virtuous statesman told him, without disguise, that the 
riches which appeared to dazzle the attention of his sovereign, were 
the property of his subjects, wrested from them by the violence of 
their gov^ernor ; and that if he could conceive his master so dis- 
])osed, it would not be difficult to produce him twice as much from the 
opulent inhabitants alone, of any single city in his dominions. 
The hint however produced no impression upon Harun ; Ally was 
sent hack to his government with undiminished powers ; and remov- 
ing the seat of his authority to Balkh, he proceeded to decorate that 
city with his numerous palaces ; and on thelands in the neighbourhood, 
which he had forcibly taken from the proprietors, he laid the foun- 
dation of the extensive and contiguous village of Allv-abad. A 
continuance of the same oppressive and arbitrary proceedings, 
produced from the inhabitants of Khorassaun fresh complaints 
against the tyranny of their oppressor: their agent representing to 
llarun on this occasion, that his lieutenant had accumulated such 
enormous wealth by his exactions, as to make it a serious question, 
whether he would not even treat an order of recal from his sovereign 
with contempt and defiance. In consequence of these representations 
theKhalif proceeded in person to Rey, or Rai, having previously dis- 
dispatched an order to require the attendance of the governor ol Khoras- 
saun. The latter again put in practice the expedient from which he 
had before derived so much advantage. He hastened to meet his 
sovereign at Rey, and by sacrificing to the monarch, and the principal 
members of his court, a part of the fruit of his numerous exactions, 
once more succeeded in eluding the punishment due to his crimes : 
aad he was again suffered to return to his government with impunity. 
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Subsequent to his journey to Rey on this occasion, according to 
the authority, which at present serves to guide us, we are to notice 
the hostilities in which Harun was engaged with theGreek emperor, 
(Nicephorusl.) who probably took advantage of his absence, to make 
some threatening movements towards the territory of the Mosslems. 
With an army of one hundred thousand men, Harun advanced to 
toppose and punish the aggression ; and in a triumphant campaign, 
during w hich he is said to have reduced no small number of the 
principal towns of his antagonist, he succeeded in compelling him to 
a treaty of peace; by which the representative of the Caesars engaged 
himself to pay to the Mussulman an annual tribute of three hundred 
thousand dinaurs,* and to abstain for the future from encroaching on 
his frontier. On the faith of this engagement, Harun had withdrawn 
into western Irak ; but the cold season setting in with unusual 
severity, and the Greek emperor conceiving unfortunately that the 
troops of the Khelaufut would be unable to brave the winter snow s 
Of Mount Taurus, perfidiously broke the treaty, and again assailed 
the Mahommedan boundary. Nevertheless, on intelligence of this 
Wanton violation ofengagements, Harun immediately retraced hissteps; 
and in the territory of the Greek, signalized his vengeance by the 
Capture and destruction of many of his noblest cities. The aggres- 
sor w'as compelled to renew" the treaty not improbably on terms of 
aggravated humiliation, w hile the victorious Harun was thus enabled 
to revisit his capital of Rakkah, with additional triumph. But 
wherefore he received the appellation of Lejuje, or litigious, w"hich 
is conferred upon him on this occasion, we do uot immediately com- 
prehend ; unless indeed, as wmuld better accord with circumstances, 
the term might be equally understood to imply the confounder. 
The hostilities thus transiently noticed, have, at the same time, 
been referred, by other authorities,^ to the year one hundred and 
ninety ; when the revolt of Rauffia the son of Laith, the grandson 
of Nusser Seyaur, at Samarkand, threatening to extend itself into 
Khorassaun, seemed in that quarter to have created sufficient 
employment for the attention of Harun. At all events, this is a 
subject to which the course of the narrative now conducts us. 

* t Kholausaul-ui-akiibaur, 
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Possessed of a coaspicuous and respectable station among the A. H. 190. 
troops of Samarkand, and at the same time of a handsome and grace- P- 80 g- 
ful person, this man, the descendant of so celebrated a grandsire, is Tarikh 
accused of having devoted himself for the most part to the seducing 
society of women, and the no less enervating indulgence of a habit 
of drinking. In his intercourse with the other sex, he happened to 
contract a violent attachment for the wife of Yaheya the son of Aish- 
auth, whose father was the Moulai, or freedman of Harun. The 
lady, as an expedient to absolve herself from her present connubial 
engagement, was prevailed upon, by the advice of her paramour, to 
profess a temporary apostacy from her religion ; and having thus 
qualified herself for a divorce, she again recanted, and was immedi* 
ately espoused by the son of Laith. An account of the scandalous 
transaction being however conveyed to Harun, that prince transmit- 
ted his orders to the governor of Khorassaun, to inflict some ade- 
quate punishment upon Rauffia the son of Laith; to commit him to 
prison ; and to separate him from his adulterous wife, whom he was to 
expose through the streets of Samarkand, with her face blackened, 
and riding upon an ass. The execution of these orders devolved 
upon Suliman the son of Hamid, the subordinate governor of Samar- 
kand, who accordingly imprisoned Rauffia, and took from him the 
woman ; but forbore to inflict any further punishment or disgrace 
upon the offenders. Shortly afterwards Rauffia escaped from his 
prison, and came to Balkh ; where he contrived to conceal himself, 
until Ally the son of Eissa was prevailed upon, by some means or 
other, to grant him his pardon. He then returned to Samarkand; 
but finding that he could not, otherwise, openly contract himself to 
the object of his passion, he entered into a conspiracy with some 
persons clandestinely disaffected to the government, and putting Suli- 
man the son Hamid to death, became complete master of the city ; 
the whole of the inhabitants immediately uniting in support of the 
usurpation. The revolter availed himself of the earliest moment of 
power to announce his reunion to the woman of his affection. 

The lieutenant of Khorassaun, whose intolerable tyranny, together 
with the multiplied extortion of his agents, had greatly contributed 
to Kastea the insurrection, first dispatched his son Eissa, with a 
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competent force to reduce the Samarkandians to their duty : but as- 
these troops were defeated, and their commander killed by Raulfia 
at the head of the insurgents, he found it at last necessary to march in 
person into Transoxiana, where he experienced a similar discomfiture, 
though he contrived to escape with disgrace and loss to Meru. The 
insurrection had by this time extended toBalkh, where the inhabitants 
hadrisen, and massacred the deputy of theMahanite, and plundered his 
palace, with that of his father. The insurgents declared at the same 
time, that althotigh they disclaimed, and would oppose the author- 
ity of Ally the son of Eissa, their attachment to Harun continued 
unimpaired. They accordingly dispatched an express to announce to 
that prince the situatioa of affairs, and to explain to him without 
disguise, that, though they conceived the recal of his lieutenant 
indispensably necessary, he was become so formidable in his resources 
of men and treasure, that the most dangerous resistance u’as to be 
expected ; unless the measure was brought about with as much 
mildness, and as little appearance of violence as possible. 

When these advices were communicated to Harun, he was 
immediately convinced of the necessity of at once guarding a«-ainst 
such an untoward contingency, and ofatfording redress to the injur- 
ies- of his people ; and he appears to have proceeded on the occasion 
with unusual and singular circumspection. lie sent for the veteran 
Harethmah, and announced to him that he was about to employ 
him on a service of great importance; the success of which depended 
so much on inviolable secrecy, that if he suspected even the shirt 
upon his body to be aware of it, he was immediately to cast it off. 
After awaking his attention by this curious preliminary, the Khalif 
proceeded to inform him that, though it was for cogent reasons 
to be kept a profound secret, he was going to send him at the head 
of an army to take possession of the government of Khorassaun : and 
as there existed some apprehension, if the design transpired, that 
Ally the son of Eissa might be induced to forsake his allegiance, 
and oppose his march, he was to circulate among the army a report 
that he was proceeding to the assistance of that chief, in the war in 
which he was engaged, with Rauffia the son of Laith, and the 
insurgents in Soghdiana : that he was to write to Ally the son of 
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Eissa a letter announcing, that such was the design : and that he A. H. 190, 
was not to furnish the slightest intimation of the truth, until he 


arrived at Meru. lie was then to secure the person of this obnoxious 
governor ; to seize all of his property that he could lay hands on, and 
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send it to court. After which he was to detain him with fetters on 


his legs, while proclamation was made that all those who had suffered 
by his exactions might have an opportunity, by the necessary proofs, 
to establish their claim to restitution ; which, if he presumed to 
withhold, he was to be further put to the torture, until the fruits of 
his unjust and inrpiitous spoliations, should have been taken from 
him to the very last article. 


Further to disguise the object which he had in view, the Khallf 
summoned an assembly of the people, to whom he explained in 
detail, the situation of Samarkand, and the rebellious proceedings of 
the sou of Laith ; and that in consequence of this rebellion, and of 
an ap])lication from Ally the ^lahanite, for a r<.’iiiforccmeiit of troops^ 
he was about to dispatch to his assistance a powerful division of hi.*^ 
army, tlie command of which he destined for his servant Harethmah. 
He next authorised tliat general to make a selection of twenty thou- 
sand men from the flower of liis troops, which, by the letters to the 
jNlahanite, lie gave him to understand, were immediately to proceed 
to his assistance. In the mean time, in order that the circumstance 


might continue to all hut themselves an entire secret, the Khalif 
di ow uj) for llarethmah in his own hand writing, his commission for 
the government of Khorassann. With the commission he also wrote 
three letters. One addressed to the troops of the province, calling 
upon them to put themselves under the orders of llarethmah ; ano- 
ther to the inhahitauts in general, to the same purpose ; and the third 
to Ally the son of Eissa, charging him to resign his authority, to the 
person whom he had sent to supersede him. The latter >vas conceived 
in the following terms. Thou son of a profligate mother ! after all 
that I have done for thee; after raising thee from an ol)scure soldier 


‘‘of my guards, to authority and eminence; after conferring upon 
“thee the important government of Khorassaun, contrary to the 
united declaration of my ministers, that it was an employment, 
“ with which it was improper to trust thee ; the compensation which 
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“ tliou hast mado me, has been to tyrannize over thy l>rot!icr eJussul- 
mans, and to bereave me of the hearts of my peoj>lc. Know then 
that 1 have sent TIarethmah, not to assist flue, but to bind thee in 
chains ; to take from thee thy ill acquired wealtli, and to bring' thy 
‘‘ ag('uts to a strict account of their conduct. To demand from thee 
that property of which thou hast unjustly despoiled the Mosslems, 
and to compel thee to restore to the sufferers, all that to which 
they shall be sbio to estal)lish their claim. To him therefore thou 
wilt resign tliy authority, and him at thy peril thou art to obev in 
“• all that he shall tell thee.^' These letters, together with his coiu- 
mission, were put into the hands of Harethmali, Avho proceeded in 
due time on his marcli into Khorassaun. But to prevent the possi- 
bilitv of connivance, or of collusion between these two powerful 
generals, the expedition Avas accompanied by Amein, or as he 
has been otherwise called, lledja, one of Ilaruids confidential domes- 
tics ; who Avas employed as a bridle, or check, upon the proceedings 
ofll aretlimah, 

advanced to tlie other side of Rey, or Rai, Ilarethmah no 
longer delayed to write, as he had been instructed to do, to apprize 
the Alahanite that he was coming, by the orders of their sovereign, 
v^itha powerful reinforccimmt to his aid. On his arrivd at Neysha- 
pfir, he stationed one of his oflicers, with a considerable garrison, in 
cominaiidof that city, instructing him however to give it out in the 
neighborhood that he was immediately to follow his general; never- 
the loss ho was not to quit that station until he was assured that he 
had entered Mcru, Ilarethmah proceeded next to Serkhes, 
and ultimately to Merit, without experiencing the smallest 
opposition; the Mahanite very peaceably appearing at the gates of 
that city to receive him. The two chiefs entered the town togetluT 
most amicably, vying with each other in nwitual concessions of pre- 
cedence and respect : and in this friendly kind of contest they 
continued until they reached the palace of government, into which 
thc^ both retired ; the troops ot Ilarethmah remaining however on 
1 orseback, without quitting their saddles, MTien they had partak ni 
together of the repast which had been provided for them, the Mahan- 
ite accosted liis guest with a proposal that, uovv they were in a con* 
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Tenient place, they might as well enter upon the business which had A H. 190101® 
brought liiiu to Meru. The comiuaacler of the faithful/' observed 
Ilarethmah, hath charged me with a letter which I am to dehver 
thee.^^ Tlien calling him on one side, with his secretary,^ he drew 
from his bosom the letter of Iluriin, which he now presented to him. 

The Mahanite unclosed the important packet, apparently witliout 
perturbation ; but when he cast his eyes on the appellation of Eben 
ul Zauniah, offspring of an impure mother, by which he was addressed 
at the head of the kttiT, a sudden tremor seized his hands. lie 
summoned however sufficient resolution to peruse it through; only 
remarking, with some bitterness, that the opprobrious epithet applied 
to him Vv as hut too Justly merited, since he had suffered himself to 
be thus tamely surprised, under his own roof, in a manner that was 
alone worthy of themost prolligate andabaiulonedolass of society ; after 
which he resigned himself without theslightest resistance to his bonds. 

The person. of his predecessor thus quietly secured, Ilarethmah 
proceeded without delay to execute the further commands of his 
sovereign ; which, with equal cheerfulness and gratitude, both the 
troops and inhahitanls of the province hastened to obey. In the 
cathedral mosque of Meru, day after day, was the Mahanite com- 
pelled before the whole people, to attend w ith fetters on his legs, 
until entire restitution had been made to every individual who had 
suffered from his unjust and tyrannical exactions. After all, there 
remained, as we shall see by and by, a prodigious surplus, to be con- 
veyed to the imperial exchequer. In the mean time, while 
Ilarethmah w as employed in enforcing justice against this degraded 
proconsular, the affiiirs of Rauffia acquired at Samarkand a most 
lormidable ascendancy ; the wdiole of Mauwerunneher, tlie country 
bevond the Oxus so called, having now united to acknowledge his 
authority. Ihc now" go^^cnior of Jvliorassaun therefore conceived it 
imprudent to adventure beyond the Jeyhun, wdiere liis orders w^ere 
set at nought; and he contented himself accordingly for the present, 
with writing to acquaint his master, with this adv^erse posture of 
things. It w^as on such a report, that Harun tlow determined to 

proceed in person into Khorassaun. 

McojCii^jCr la !u'r, Sdlicb-c-biirrei(I. 
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A. H. 191103. We are now brought to the concluding year of the reign of tliis 
A. D. 807 8u». celebrated monarch. But before we accompany him on his journey 
Kliolaussiit- Khorassaun, where the angel of death awaited his arrival, we 
’ cannot, however it may expose us to the charge of credulity, forbear 
to describe from the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, an incident, which, in 
in the course of one hundred and ninety-two, is stated to have occa- 
sioned an extraordinary degree of perturbation in the mind of" 
riarun ; and which the author of that history professes to relate in 
the ^yords ofJebreil the son of Yekshua, or Joshua, the chief physi- 
cian ofthat prince. The physician was in attendance at Rakkah on 
the person of his sovereign; and repairing one morning as usual to the 
presence, to make the customary inquiry into his health, found the 
Ivhalif labouring under evident and extreme discomposure of mind, 
Yckhshua, with the necessary submission, proceeded to in'rreat that the 
cause of this apparent disquietude might be explained to him, in 
order that, if it arose from bodily ailment, all the skill ; of which 
he was master, might be exerted to remove it; but if it vv^as occasi- 
oned by any circumstance of public misfortune or disappointment, 
he called upon him to divest himself of an over anxious solicitude; 
for that heaven Avould doubtless vindicate him against all the 
malicious designs of his enemies. The Ivhalif told him in replv, that 
the uneasiness which had attracted his observation was not occasi- 
oned by either of the circumstances to which he alluded, but by a 
fearful dream which had occurred to him the night before. The 

physician then, embracing the feet ofhis master, endeavoured to convince 

him of the inutility, or absurdity, of suffering himself to be so much 
depressed, by that which could be nothing more than an ordinary result 
of the fumes of indigestion.” “ Whatever was the cause” said llarun, 

“ 1 Avill describe to thee what ])resented itself to my imagination. 

“ Methouglit I perceived an arm suddenly extend itself from beneath 
“my pillow, holding in the palm of the hand a quantitv of red 
“ earth, while a voice addressed me in the following u'ords. Harun ' 
“behold this handful of earth ; it is that in which they are about to 
“bury thee. I demanded to know where I was destined to find my 
“grave, and the voice replied with awful brevitv, at Tusse ; when 
“the arm immediately disappearin^q I awoke.“ The physiciaa 
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ol^servecl that such a confused phantasm was but little capable of A. H. 
interpretation ; lie liowever concluded, that when his sovereign fell 
asleep, his thoughts were engaged on the state of Khorassaun, and 
the rebellious proceedings of Rauffia the son Laith ; the Khalif 
acknowledged that so far, he was not mistaken in his conjecture. 

The physician then prescribed to him, to devote the day to mirth and 
pleasure, assuring him that these melancholy impressions would liy 
such an expedient, be possibly dispelled, llarun availed hiinselfof his 
advice ; gave directions for some splendid entertainment, and after a 
short time the dream was altogether forgotten. 

The dispatches of Ilarethmah, to which we have recently had 
occasion to allude, had announced to Harun that, after possessing TankliTebry* 
himself of the whole of Maiiwerunneher, the insurgent Rauffia had 
since advanced from Samarkand, and established himself at Bokhara ; 
which seems to have ultimately decided the Khalif in his resolution 
to proceed in person into Khorassaun, For that purpose, al)out the 
middle of one hundred and ninety-two, he left Rakkah, and came to 
Baghd&d. Here he disclosed his design of leaving Mahomnicd A mein 
in the government ; furnishing him with abundant admonition to 
administer strict justice to the people, and to the army, which he should 
consign to his care. His other son Kaussem, entitled Mutemmen, 
he dispatched to Mossid, to superintend the territory allotted to him 
in that quarter, in his former distribution of the empire. But w ith 
respect to Mamun, his first born, though not his favorite son, that 
young prince had created for himself a most able and prudent coun- 
sellor, in his Mowlai, or freedman, Fazzcl the son ofSohel ; whom 
from original magianism, he had, by his own exertions converted to 
the doctrines of the Koran. By this person, wdio w^as become the 
s^^cretary of his master, Mamun was urged to solicit bis father’s ])er- 
ruission to accompany him ; if once 3mn suffer your father to 
depart without 3011, I can venture to predict/’ said I'azzel, that 
he will exclude 3"ou from 3 our inheritance.” In concurrence with 
these suggestions, Mamun solicited and obtained his father’s consent 
to accompanv the expedition. 

At this period Harun had been attacked by some lingering 
ijisorder^ w liich appears to have baffled the skill ot his ablest piiysi'* 
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panied with numerous presents, into Hindustaun ; to represent to the 
monarch of that countrj^ with whom he was probably in correspon- 
dence, that w'ith a distant journey to perform, he was afBicted by 
a cruel and painful malady ; and to request as a particular favor, that 
his phj'sician Manckbah, (or some such name) mia:ht be sent to 
attend him into Khorassaun ; promising, on the faith of a prince, 
that he should be permitted to return to his country, inimcdiat'dy 
on his arrival at Balkh. In due time the Indian physician arrived 
in compliance u ith this request ; and having prescribed to his imperi- 
ial patient, with considerable success, the latter found himself 
sufficiently recovered to proceed, through the passes of Muhvauiu 
to the station of Kermanshahan. From this place, after causing 
the army to acknowledge afresh their allegiance to Mamun, he 
sent that prince with a considerable part of his force, on towards 
Khorassaun ; Avith instructions to proceed to Merit, in which he 
■was to establish his head quarters; and from thence to detach 
Ilarethmah across the Jeyhun. to give battle to Ilauffia and the 
insurgents of iNIauwcrunncher. He, at the same time, gave his ser- 
vant Fazzel, the son of Sohel, the appointment of Vezzeii to the 
young prince. Mamun accordingly hastened to hleru, and in con- 
formity to his father’s commands, sent Ilarethmah to combat the 
enemies of his authority on the other side the Oxus. 

Not long afterwards Harun proceeded to II cy ; from thence to Kou- 
miss, and ultimately to Gurgan,orJtirjan; where his complaint, though 
by no means entirely removed, is still represented to have assumed 
a favorable appearance. At the same place the iniquitous and de- 
graded governor of Khorassaun was conducted to his presence, with 
the fruits of his accumulated extortions; amounting in specie onlv, 
and gold and silver plate, to the sum of of eight millions of dirhems,* 
exclusive of the contentsof his wardrobe, and other repositories, which 
in linens, and rich brocade or cloth of gold, w^ere calculated at fifteen 
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hundred camel-loads. He was convoyed by the orders, 

under the same circumstances of dis^Taoe and di^aradation, with fetters 
on his legs, to Baghdad, where Mahommed Aineiii was further di- 
roctedto keep him in close conlinement. And in that state he con- 
tinued, until at a subsequent period, as uill be seen hereafter, Tl 
Ameia thought proper to set him at large. In the mean time the 
disorder of Ilarun relapsing upon him Avith aggravated severity, it 
was recommended to him, as early as possible to remove to the city 
of Tusse, or Toosse, as possessing a more salubrious air than that 
ofGurgan; and he accordingly arrived in the former place, in the 
course of the month of Siiirur.* 

Al>out the same period that Ilarun left Gurgan on this occasion, 
Ilarethmah crossed the Jeyhun, and advanced to the gates of Bok- 
hara. In the neighborhood of that city he engaged and defeated 
the insurgents, under Besheir the son of Laith, the brother of their 
c'def, wlio fell a prisoner into the hands of the conqueror. The 
unfortunate captive was immediately conveyed to Mamun at Meru, 
and by him forwarded to Tiisse, to receive his doom from Ilarun, who 
was now hastening to the concluding scene of lite. AVhea the pris- 
oner was brought into the presence of that monarch, he was addressed 
by him in the bitterest terms of reproach, for the pain and incon- 
venience to which he had been driven by the malignant conduct of 
liimselfand his brother. Thou adversary of God/" said the Ivhalif, 
by thy malice and of that Kliaumil of a brother of thine,"" whose 
mime he thus inverted, Khaumil implying hasc^ in opposition to 
llaulFia, which signifies exalted, ‘"in subverting my authority in 
Khorassaun, have I been compelled in the last state of sickness 
and debility, to undertake this distant and paiiiAil journey. By 
‘Miim, that created Hariin, thou shalt perish by a death so dreadful 
‘Sind exemplary, that in its agonies it shall infinitely surpass all 
former precedent/" He then called for the executioner, and ordered 
him to take his knife and dissect the wretched prisoner, liml) troiu 
limb. AVliidi was accordingly done, every member and joint of his 
body being thus alternately separated, and piece by piece, to the 
number of fourteen, laid before Harun. 

^ December, A. D. 808* 
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The physician Yekhshua, is here again introduced to relate, that’ 
when the execution of Besheir was over, Harun fell into a swoon ; 
but recovering shortly afterwar 's, h ■ addressed himself to that phy- 
sician in extreme apparent agitation, and asked him if he did not re- 
collect the dream which had occurred to him at Rakkah ; for his 
own part, it could not escape him, that he was now at Tussc ; the 
very soil in which it had been predicted to him that he should find 
his o-rave. With this he desired his favorite domestic Messrour to 

O 

bring him a sample of the native earth of the country. The faithful 
attendant brought him accordingly what he demanded ; but presenting 
it to his sovereign, with his naked arm extended, the monarch imme- 
diately exclaimed “ behold the arm and the earth, precisely as they 
“appeared in my dream !” And the circumstance adding considerably 
to the agitation which had already taken possession of his mind, he 
survived this period only three days. 

At such a crisis his two physicians, Yekhshua and the Indian 
Manekbah, unfortunately disputed as to the method of treating his 
complaint ; and it is stated, that the consequence was some fatal mis- 
take, which is not explained. At all events the monarch had con- 
demned Yekhshua to immediate death, but was prevailed upon by his 
intreaties to spare him until the morrow. The Indian who happened 
to be present on the occasion, immediately left the apartment, and 
told some of the attendants, with a sarcastic smile, that the monarch 
had suffered himself to be outwitted by the man of medicine : since 
as he could not survive the night, there was little to apprehend from 
the execution of to morrow. This foreigner was at a sul>sequent 
period, according to promise, allowed to proceed to Balkh, and from 
thence returned in safety to his native country. 

The death of Harunrashid is recorded to have taken place at mid- 
night, on Saturday the third of the last Jummaudy of the year one 
hundred and ninety-three,* at the age of forty-fiv'c, and after possessing 
the throne of the Khalifs for a periotl of two and twenty years, six 
months, and seventeen days. He was buried on the spot on which 
he breathed his last, the same that was afterwards distinguished by 
the mausoleum of Imaum Ally Ruzza ; his son Salah performing 
the last solemn duties over his grave. 

• March 23rcl, A. D. 809* 
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In his person Harun is described to have been of a fair complexion, 
with an engaging countenance ; his hair growing in natural ringlets, 
and at the period of his dissolution beginning to turn grey. Of his 
character, the preceding pages must furnish our best illustration ; 
though his praises have been the theme of many a poet. He is 
said to have had by his different wives and women, thirteen sons 
and either four or fourteen daughters. Of his sons, three of 
w hom successively swayed the sceptre of the Khelaufut, Zobaidah 
W'as the mother of Amein, Merjan of Mamun, and Mauredah or 
Muraudah, that of Alutaussem. After the disgrace of the family of 
Barmek, he had conferred the dignity of the A'izzaurut upon Fazzel 
the son of Rabbeia, and Issmail the son of Sebbeiah served him as 
private secretary. 

Of his consorts, it is almost superfluous to add, that the favorite 
and most esteemed was the celebrated Zobaidah, the grand daughter 
of the Khaliful Alunsur; whose transcendent graces of person and 
mind, appear to have established an unbounded influence over the 
affections of Ilarun. She is said to have founded, or perhaps more 
properly, to have rebuilt the city of Tebreiz, otherwise Tauris. 
And, altliough we cannot immediately trace from whence we derive 
such a tribute to her memory,* she is represented to have elsewhere 
erected numerous charitable and useful works, which she left as 
monuments of the liberal and benevolent purposes, to w hich she had 
applied the unlimited bounties of her husband ; but best of all, she 
left the imperishable fame of her virtues, as a permanent incentive 
to the women of the east, to emulate her glorious example. 


* It is probably taken from tlieTarikb g&zeidah. 


2 ? 


A. H. 190. 
A.D. 807. 

Tarikh 

Tebry* 


VOL. II, 



A. IT. 193. 

A D. 809. 

Kln>laiissut' 

til-akiibaur. 


Ul Amein 
B*!Ll ah, 
Vlth klialif 
of the house 
of Abbas. 


TarikliTebry, 


ao 


■i . Dm,. 

CHAP. III. 

T he death of Harunrashid being announced at Bao'hdad, about 
the middle of the second Jummaudy,* the deniz nis of that 
metropolis hastened in all their gradations to submit tothe authority of 
his son Ul Ameix B’illah,-]' Abu Mussa iMahommcd, the sixth, in 
order of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas. The same submission is 
here stated to have been claimed for him, from the pulpit of the 
Imauinut at Meru, by his brother Mamun, as soon as the information 
reached that prince that their father was no more ; so that matters 
for a time proceeded between the two brotiicrs with apparent 
harmony; but these smiling appearances were destined to be too 
speedily exchanged for the forbidding frowns of rival animosity. 

Some time previous to his dissolution it would appear that flaran 
had expressly signified, both to his son Salah and to F z : d the son 
of Rabbeia his minister, that the whole of tlie army which had 
accompanied him to Tuss, together with all the treasure and elfccts 
of every description on the spot, must be considered to have devolved 
to U1 Mamun ; since the full share of his paternal inheritance had 
been already assigned to U1 Amein. On the other hand, as soon as it 
was understood that on their arrival at Kermanshahan, his fatiuT 
had detached U1 Mamun in advance towards Ivhorassaun; and sub- 
sequently that he lay seriously indisposed at Tuss, U1 Amein pro- 
ceeded to select from among his followers a person of the name of 
Bukker the son of Meyakker, to be the bearer of three letters, 
addressed respectively to his brothers Mamun, and Salah, and to the 
minister Fazzel. In that which he destined for L I Mamun, he called 
upon him to require in his behalf the allegiance of the province, and 

* April 6th or 8tli, A. D. 809. 

+ Pei gratia fii'elb. It will be sufficient to remark once for all, that at their accession 
the Khalifs of the house of Abbas assumed these and similar titles expressive of their faiil^ 
hope, or eontideuce hi God, 
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ftirtlier to conduct himself with a strict regard to the principles of A. H. 19®. 

justice in all his proceedings. And with respect to Salah and Fazzel, A. D. son, 

they were instructed on their part, as soon as Mamun had secured 

*' ^ ^ Tcoryi 

for his brotlier the alleffiance of the army at luss, to conduct them 

w ithout delay to Baghdad, together with the whole of the departed 
monarch’s treasure and effects, without exception. Having ingeni- 
ously concealed these letters in the bottom of a chest, U1 Ameiii 
took the person, w horn he proposed to employ on this occasion, into 
the retired part of his palace, and there communicated the nature of 
the trust which he was about to confide to his discretion. He in- 
struct u him that he was to repair to the presence of Harun, to whom 
he was to represent, if interrogated on the subject, that he had been 
deputed by his son, to convey to him a daily report of the state of 
his father’s health; !)ut that he was in no circumstance of extremity 
or coercion, to acknow ledge that he w’as in charge of any letters, while 


Hanin was alive. 

On h is arrival at Tuss, Mlirre the late Khalif was then languish- 
ing' under the disorder which terminated his existence, the asfent of 
11 Amcin had, as was foreseen, been rigorously scrutinized as to tlie 
object of bis journey ; and had successfully resisted both stripes and 
the torture without a disclosure of the secrets of his trust. Being 
however set at large on the death of Hariin, he then produced his 
letters, that for Mamun being immediately transmitted to Meru ; 
while Fazzel the son of llabbeia hastened, without loss of time, to 
secure for U1 Amein the allegiance of tlie army on the spot ; after 
which he dispatched one of the domestics of the deceased monarch 
witli his staff and ring, to announce to that prince at the same time 
the death of his father, and the measures which had been taken to 
establish his interest in that quarter. This intelligence was commu- 
nicated to LT Amein on a Wednesday, although it was not thought 
convenient to make it public until the Friday following; when he 
announced it to the assembled people, inviting them at the same 
time to do him immediate homage as the sole successor to the throne 
oi the Khaiifs. He w'as seconded in this application by his uncle 
Sfiliman w'ith all the desired effect ; the whole of the troops and the 
inhabitants in general of Baghdad, submitting to his authority, witli- 

H 2 
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A. H. loa. out hesitation. Tiie next day the army was remunerated by a 
A. D. oon. of accession money to a liberal amount, and by an advance 

T*.b*^** of two years subsistance at one payment. The minister, Fazzel, had 
received his previous instructions to make from his father’s treasure 
a similar distribution to the army at Tuss, when they should have 
pledged their allegiance in his favor ; after which they were to be 
conducted to Baghdad. 

U1 Mamun on his part, although sufficiently apprized of the recent 
events, and of the measures pursued by his brother in order to appro- 
priate to himself the whole of wdiat had been left by their common 
father, forbore for the present to oppose any obstacle to his designs ; 
his attention being, to all appearance, more immediately directed to 
hasten the termination of the war, in which llarethmah was still 
actively engaged with Kauffia and the insurgents in Soghdiaiia. 
But llarethmah having carried his victories to the gates of Samar- 
kand, the rebel chief was there, soon afterwards, eloselv invested; and 
being in a short time compelled to accept ofsuch terms as his besieger 
thought proper to dictate, was by him sccardy conveyed to the 
presence of Li Mamvln. Studious in the mean time to establish his 
power on the firmest basis, that prince availed himself of every 
occasion, to diffuse to every part of Khorass-aun the benevolent 
influence of a just and impartial government; and to set in his 
own person an example to the delegates of his authoritvg it was 
his daily practice, seated on a coarse carpet, to give public audience 
to his people in the cathedral mosQue of Meru ; where, surrounded, 
hy the most skilful lawyers and divines, he directed a considerable 
portion ot time and attention to redress the injuries and heal the 
differences ot those whose destiny had been committed to ins char'^e 
In short, whether in the distribution of justice, in the regulation of 
his expenditure, or in the exercise of any other branch of administra- 
tion, every thing was conducted under his own personal inspection 
and controul. He finally secured the permanent attachment of 
Khorassaun, by remitting to the inhabitants a whole year’s revenue. 
Neither was it omitted on his part to cultivate a friendly understand- 
ing, in appear-iHce at Fast, with Ul Arnein; to whom he dispatched 
an embassy, withspienaid presents in horses, arms and slaves, and all 
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that was rare and costly, to convey to lilm every outward expression 
of regard, if not of submission to his authority. 

But while his brother was exhibiting this laudable example of good 
government in Khorassaun, Id Amein at Baghdad, entirely devoted 
to bis amusements, and an inordinate rage for building, had long 
since committed the concerns of his people to the management of 
his minister Fazzel, from whom he had recently receiv^ed such sub- 
stantial proofs of attachment. Of himself, U1 Amein was, however, 
little disposed to proceed to the extremity of depriving Ul Mainun 
of the province consigned to him by his father ; this being a measure 
to which he was only impelled by the suggestions of his minister, 
whose views were perhaps directed witli no slight solicitude to 
screen himself, by all the methods he could devise, against the 
resentment of that prince. For he had good reason to apprehend 
that if Ul Matnun sliould ever arrive at supreme power, strict account 
would be required of the treasure and effects, which, contrary to 
the dying instructions of flarun, he had undertaken to convey to 
Ul Amein ; and wdiich had, it now appears, been estimated at the 
sum of one hundred millions of dirhems.* To avert therefore this 
dri'aded contingency, Fazzel contrived in the first place, in the 
Kliotbah, to confine the title of Amcir ul JSIoum^niein^ or 
sovereign of the faithful, separately to Ul Amein ; while that 
of simple A meir and presumptive heir to the Khelaufut, was thought 
sufficient for Ul Mainun and his brother Mutuminen : a distinction 
which was studiously extended to the h^gends on the coinage, 
and to the mottos usually attached to the imperial equipage. 
II aving secured these preliminary arrangements, his influence was 
ne xt exerted to persuade his master that since providence had be- 
stowed upon him a child of his own, in the infant Mussa, at this 
period only two years old, the succession ought, in natural justice, 
to descend to him in preference to all the world; because where there 
is a son, however under age, a brother's claims become as nothing. 
He therefore urged the immediate and positive exclusion of Ul 
Mamun. LI Amein objecting however the repugnance which he 
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A. H. 19S. felt to cancel the arrangements of his father in this respect, Fazzel 
A. P- «09- contended, that although in a moment of injudicious liberality the 
Tarikh departed monarcli might have been led into such an arrangement, 
it was to be recollected, that long before Mamun had been declared his 
associate in the empire, the allegiance of the people had been required 
for U1 Aprein ; and that this previous engagement was paramount to 
all others. By these and similar arguments Ul Amein was ultimately 
brought to coincide with the views of his minister, and to adopt 
the final resolution of degrading both his brothers from authority. 
It appears to have been carried into immediate execution against 
^iutummen, who was removed from Mossule to Baghdad without 
difficulty, and his government assigned to another person, in the 
early part of the year one hundred and ninety four.* 

Aware of such a proceeding, it required no extraordinary sagacity 
on the part of U1 Marniin to form a pretty accurate conjecture of 
what was in agitation against himself; and he accordingly stood 
prepared for the event, lie was however not suflTered to remain 
long in suspense. A letter was transmitted to him in the name of L I 
Amein, in which in terms which could not be misunderstood, it was 
intimated, that as the military force, for which he was expected 
to provide the means of subsistance, was comparatively small, any 
extraordinary accumulation of revenue must be to him entirely 
superfluous: while on his (U1 Amein’s) side, on the contrary, with 
a numerous army, and the splendor of the imperial dignity to 
maintain, his expenccs were of a magnitude which needed no exag- 
geration. On such grounds, he therel'ore proposed that U1 Mamun 
should immediately cede over to the agents of his brother, the terri- 
tories of Bai, Koumiss, Tebristaun, and Gurgan, for the purpose of 
remitting to him the revenues of those dependencies. Furthermore 
it was required that a person should be allowed to reside at Aleru on 
the part of L I Amein, in order to preserve his interests in the pro- 
vince unimpaired, and to keep him daily apprized of the state of 
affairs in Khorassaun. To these several propositions Ul Mami.n 
returned a decided negative ; on which his brother proceeded with,- 

* Kliolaussut-ul-akhbaur. October aud November, A. D. 809, 



out further ceremony to exclude him formally from his right to the A. H. inj, 
succession. A. D hh). 

On the subsequent Friday, accord ini>'ly, during: the performance of 
divine worship, the name of FI Mamiin was publicly declared to be 
struck out of the Khotbah, by U1 A mein ; after which, when that 
prince, with the infant Mussa on his knee, had seated himself in the 
Meheraub, or sacred niclie in the wall near the pulpit, the minister 
Fazzel arose; and with ample commendations on the character of his 
master, proceeded to state, that having openly disobeyed his brother’s 
commands, and frustrated the objects of his father’s will, in with- 
holding the revenues of Khorassaun ; in refusing to admit of the 
residence of an agent at Merii ; and in usurping to himself the titleof 
Imauin, the sovereign of the faithful had for these reasons found it 
expedient to degrade L I Mainun from all his honors, and to transfer 
the right of succ(*ssion to his own son Alussa ; who, with the title of 
17 Xantek (he who spe iks through the power of eternal 

t uth, though he had not yet acquired the faculty of speech) was 
now proclaimed heir apparent to tlie throne of the Ivhalifs ; and in 
tbit quality, before they withdrew from the assembly, he demand'^'d 
and received for the infant prince, the allegiance of the people. Tlie 
name of Muss i was at tlie same time substituted for that of i l 
Mamiin, in the public orations, on the coinage and imperial equi- 
throughout the dominions of Isslam. Lastly, the instrument of 
siiccession wliieh Harun had caused to be executed with so much 
solemnity at Mekkah, anJ suspended at the entrance of the Kaau- 
bah, was now sent for and torn to pieces by the directions of FI 
A mein. x\ll which being punctually communicated to Cl Mamun, 
be retaliated by adopting the same formalities against his brother ; 
and totally rejecting for himself the remoter title of heir apparent, he 
openly assumed that of Imaum, or supreme pontilf, with all its 
sacred functions. 

in the mean time, apprehensive that in these circumstances, F I Ma- 
mun would not long delay the execution of some hostile enterprize 
against the metropolis of the empire, Fazzel the son of llabbeia omitted 
no importunities with his sovereign to urge him, by hastening the 
the iiuuch ot an army towards the borders of Khoiassaun, to autici^ 
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pate such an event : and for this service he intimated that no maA 
was so eminently qualified as Ally the son of Eissa,*ithe Mahanite, 
formerly imprisoned for his iniquitous and arbitrary abuse of author- 
ity. Accordingly, tvith a body of fifty thousand horse selected from 
the flower of the army of Irak, that chief w as held in readiness to 
enter Khorassaun with all convenient expedition. The gates of the 
treasury, and of the imperial arsenals, were thrown open for his 
accommodation, and he was allowed to supply himself to the 
utmost measure of his wants. Of his three sons, however, Husseyne, 
the younger, w'as detained at Baghdad, to superintend the education 
of the infant Mussa ; the other two, Yaheya and Abdullah, were 
permitted to accompany their father; who, after sufficiently providing 
for their subsistance and equipments, now conducted his troops to 
Neherwaun ; about tw o leagues or farsangs from the metropolis, on 
the road to Huhvaun. To this place he appears to have been ac- 
companied by U1 Am<in; who, the diy subsequent to their arrival, 
when the army for the last time defiled before him on their march, 
standing upright on the back of his c^a/ger, addressed to the general, 
who attended by his side, his final instructions. In these he 
is stated to have apprized him, that as soon as he should be master 
of the province, he designed to invest him with the government of 
all Khorassaun, from the passes of Hulvvaun eastward, with the 
same pow ers as he had formerly enjoyed under the authority of his 
father ; in return for w hich he should require that, in all the places 
through which he passed, he would on his part acquit himself w ith 
a scrupulous regard to the principles of strict and impartial justice. 
In other respects, before he entered the country, he was instructed 
by letters circulated to the inhabitants, to promise them the most 
liberal and equitable treatment ; and particularly the remission of one 
fourth of the annual contributions to the state, in the same manner 
as had been done by LT Mamfin. To all such as came over from 
the enemy, he was to give the most favorable reception, and to 
inspire them on the part of his sovereign wdth the most encouraging 
expectations. And heclosed his instructions with a charge, in the event 
that LI Mamun should be disposed to surrender his person, that he 
was to convey him in fetters of silver to Baghdad, under sucli 
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custody as he might securely rely upon ; his exertions even in the A. IL 194. 
case of the most determined hostility being required to take him 
alive, and to beware either through ignorance or accident of being 
instrumental to bis death. The Mahanite then proceeded without 
further delay to the execution of his orders. It would appear at the 
same time, that the preparations for the invasion of Khorassaun must 
have occupied the greater part of the year one hundred and ninety 
four, since the departure of the troops destined for Persian Irak on 
this occasion, is not stated to have taken place before the commence- 
ment of ninety five.* 

Aw’are on the other hand of approaching danger, U1 Mamun pro- 
ceeded to expedite those measures of defence against aggression, 
which it would have been inconsistent with common prudence any 
longer to delay. lie availed himself on this emergency of the cour- 
age and abilities of Tahcr the son of LT Husseyne, the founder of the 
Taherites, at a subsequent period eminently celebrated in Khorassaun ; 
on wdiom w ith the command of tAventy thousand men, he now^ confer- 
red the government of Irak Ajern, from Rai w'estw'ards, to the gates of 
Ilulwaun. This general, who is noticed by the w^ay as blind of his 
right eye, being directed to march with the utmost expedition in order 
to secure the city of Rai before it should be occupied by the enemy, 
fortunately succeeded in his object, and encamped his army in front of 
that place ju^^t in time to anticipate the arrival of the ^lalianite ; w ho 
finding his view^s thus defeated, immediately took up his ground in 
the presence of-Taher. In these circumstances the latter received a 
message from the Alahanite calling upon him, if he w'ere disposed for 
hostility, to arrange his troops for battle in amanner tobringthe contest 
to a speedy decision ; if otherwise, to secure for himself an honorable 
peace, by submitting to the authority of PI Amein. To w^hich Taher as 
briefly replied, that as tlie breach of treaties and allegiance lay with 
those whom he served, the guilt of hostility must also rest at their 
door ; and this w as the only answer which he must expect, either for 
liimselt or PI Amein. Both armies shortly afterwards drew out for 
action, and Ally the son of Eissa having called aloud upon Taher t 9 

^ Kiiolaussut ul-akbbaur. 
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4. n. 195. attempt to repair by fraud, the losses which he had sustained 
A. D. 811. throuQ’h the superior prowess or good fortune of his antagonist. He 
Taiilth therefore communicated the letter, which he had just received, to 
• Zulyemnein, and offered, on obtaining the general’s permission to 

visit their camp, to bring over the whole of the detachment to join 
the standard of Cl Mamun. The vigilance of Zulyemnein was com- 
pletely laid asleep by the insidious proposal ; and the Anbaurite was 
accordingly suffered to depart, with such terms as he pretended could 
not fail to produce the desired impression. He was, however, no 
sooner beyond the reach of his guards, than hastening to join the 
troops of Cl A mein, he immediately proposed to them to surprise 
the camp ot the enemy. The proposal was acceded to without 
hesitation, and he accordingly marched under cover of a very dark 
night, to carry his design into execution. The troops of Zulyemnein 
were entirely off their guard ; and before their chief could recover 
them from their astonishment, a considerable slaughter had taken 
place. But Ahdurraihman tailing early in the conllict, the hopes of 
the enterprize perished with its author. Victory again declared in 
favor of Zulyemnein, who advanced upon this without further oppo- 
sition to Belashaun ; a village of that name at the head of the passes 
of Hulwann, where he now encamped. 

These repeated successes having rendered the name of Cl Mamun 
and of his victorious general, equally formidable to the troops at 
Baghdad, Cl Amein despaired, for some time, of being a!de to prevail 
upon any of his captains to hazard another conflict with the enemy ; 
as they in general either declined the service altogether, or demanded 
such enormous sums for its accomplishinont,as the state of his treasury 
rendered it impossible to furnisli. When, however, both he and his 
ministerhad laboured, fora considerable period, under the mostpainful 
suspense and embarrassment, two of his commanders, Mahommed 
the son of Cl Miieyud, and Abdullah, the son of Hameid son of 
Kohtbah, each at the head of twenty thousand men, were at last 
induced to proceed as far as Khaunekein, about two thirds of the 
apparent distance from Baghdad to Hulwaun; where they took post 
in order to obstruct the further progress of Zulyemnein. When 
they had continued thus stationed for some time, to e.xpect the 
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approacli of the enemy, an expedient was put in practice as^ainst 
them by Zulyemnein, which, without striking a single stroke on liis 
part, was attended with all the consequences of a complete discomfi- 
ture. Having selected from among the people who served with his 
army, twenty of the natives of Baghdad, he sent them by a circuitous 
route to gain the road which led from that city to the encampment of 
his adversaries ; which from that direction, they were instructed to 
enter separately, and at diflerent periods ; and to circulate a 
report that U1 Amein had once more thrown open the gates of his 
treasury, and was at this moment distributing a gratuity of two years* 
pay to the troops who remained about his person. This report, 
being accordingly repeated in the stations about Khaunckein, by 
different individuals, who appeared to have no manner of connection 
with each other, and who possibly gave theinseh^es out as some of 
those who had actually shared in the Khalifas liberality, produced by 
degrees the impression for which it was designed. The soldiers pro- 
ceeded to express, without disguise, their dissatisfaction, that while 
they were sent to encounter the hazards and fatigues of war, the 
treasures of the state were lavished upon those who lived at hom-^, in 
the bosom of idleness and repose. Great numbers accordingly 
avowed the design of immediately returning to Baghdad ; others 
however, from a more honorable sentiment of duty, expressed si 
determination to remain at their posts; but while they wore debating 
the point, the troops quitted the encampment in entire divisions ; so 
that in a short time the whole army had withdrawn to the metropolis, 
without having performed a single act of hostility against the com- 
mon enemy. 

Zulyemnein now led his army from Belashaun, and penetrating 
through the passes without obstruction, soon afterwards took pos- 
session of Hulwaun. From thence he dispatched to announce to \Jl 
Mamun that he had triumphantly made his egress from the de- 
files, and that he was now arrived on the borders of western 
Irak : but to enable him to proceed at the same time from 
two opposite points in the attack which he meditated upon Baghdad, 
he requested to be powerfully reinforced : so that while he advanced 
in person with one part of tlie army by the direct route of Neherwaun, 
another division miight approach along the Tigris upwards, by the. 
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A. H, 195. way of AhAauz. These accounts were peculiarly gratifying to Ul 
A. D. 811. Mamun, and he proceeded to testify his satisfaction by transmitting 
Tarikh to Zulyemnein a robe of honor of extraordinary magnificence ; while 
with other marks of favor, which he bestowed upon Fazzel the son of 
Sohel, the minister who had directed him in his choice of the succes- 
ful general, he gave him the title of Zulriaussetein — regulator of the 
sword and pen, or minister of state and war. In concurrence with 
the application of Zulyemnein, a body of twenty thousand men was 
immediately detached to join him under the warlike and experienced 
Flarethmah. But aware that this general might object to serve 
under one whom he considered his inferior, U1 Mamun endeavored to 
provide againstsuch an inconvenience by directing that as soon as the 
army should have been thus reinforced it should be separated into two 
divisions ; the one to proceed under Harethmah immediately tow’ards 
Baghdad by the road through Neherwaun, while the other, under the 
orders of Zulyemnein, was to diverge to the left, and approach in the 
direction from Ahuauz. 

Having abandoned all hope in the exertion of his troops, .since their 
disgraceful return without abattle from the gatesofHulwaun, U1 Amein 
now directed his thoughts to another quarter. He made choice of 
Abdulmelek the son of Salah, the Hashemite, to assemble an army in 
Syria; and bestowing upon him the government of Damascus, he sent 
him accompanied by Hiisseyne the son of Ally, the IMahanite,andten 
thousand of the troops of Baghdad, to expedite the levies from that 
province. Hastening to the execution of his orders Abdulmelek was, 
however, seized on reaching Rakkah, by a disorder which prevented 
him from prosecuting his march ; and Hiisseyne, who acted as lieu- 
tenant general of the troops, urging that the perilous crisis of their 
master’s aflairs could illbrook the delay, of which this unfortunate in- 
disposition might prove the occasion, he yielded to his advice ; and 
dispatched into Syria to require that the intended reinforcements 
might immediately proceed to join him at Rakkah ; and shortly after- 
wards, engaged by a profusion of promises, a body of twenty thou- 
sand S^Tians accordingly appeared to his support, in the neighborhood 
of that place. 

It happened unfortunately that strolling through the camp of the 
Syrians, one of the soldiers of Baghdad recognized a horse which had 



been stolen from him many years since ; and immediately claiming his 
property, proceeded, with the assistance of some ofhis fellows, to con- 
vey it awa}". But the cries of the Syrian, in whose possession tlie 
horse had been discovered, bringing a number of his countrymen to 
his aid, both parties had immediate recourse to their arms, and engag- 
ed in a desperate and sanguinary affray. Husseyne the Mahan itc, 
had been sent by the directions of Abdulmelek to separate the com- 
batants, and appease the tumult; but before he could reach the scene 
of uproar, the .Syrians had cut to pieces many of their opponents, and 
compelled the remainder to fly in different directions. Misled by an 
indiscreet partiality for the men of Baghdad, the Mahanite forgot the 
object of his instructions; and Joining the fugitives, he brought them 
to recoil upon their pursuers, who were now, in their turn, repulsed 
with considerable slaughter. After such a proof, as they said, of what 
they were to expect for their services, the Syrians were led to discuss 
the inexpediency and absurdity of their engaging themselves any 
further in Irak ; and coming, among themselves, to an immediate 
resolution of returning home, that resolution was carried into effect 
without a moment’s delay. 

Under these circumstances, Husseyne thought it expedient to has- 
ten with his troops back towards Baghdad, leaving Abdulmelek still 
grievously indisposed at Rakkah : and U1 Amein had scarcely been 
well apprized of the untoward event, when the Mahanite and his fol- 
lowers re-entered the metropolis. The conduct of this chief had 
probably incurred the resentment of the Khalif ; but as the whole of 
the troops in Baghdad had collected round his person, immediately 
on his arrival, it appeared a matter of considerable hazard to proceed 
openly against him. His own apprehensions on the subject were at 
any rate sufficiently obvious, since he retired within his ow n doors, 
without presenting himself, as it was customary to do, to the notice 
of his sovereign. He received howev'er the same evening, a message 
requiring his attendance; to which he returned a positive refusal, de- 
claring that he should not appear at the palace, otherwise than at the 
head of the troops ; hut that the next day, when they should have 
been assendded under tlieir respective leaders, he would, with them 
attend the Khalit’s pleasure, iu the mean time he apprized the mili» 
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tary chiefs, of what had passed, and that he had been sent for by U1 
Ainein for the express purpose of being put to death. They cauti- 
oned him, in reply, for that night, at all hazards to remain at home, and 
that on the morrow they would not fail to be with him. In the course 
of the night he received a second message from U1 Amein, requesting 
his presence, as he had some matters of serious importance to com- 
municate. To this, with audacious insolence, Husseyne now 
replied, that being neither a minstrel nor a butloon, any nocturnal 
communication with him was entirely out of the question ; and that 
as he could have nothing to transact with him but what related to 
the affairs of war, he should therefore not attend the Khalif until he 
had drawn the army together. 

The next day he mounted his horse, and taking post at the head of 
the bridge of the Tigris, was there joined by the troops of Baghdad 
and Irak, to the number of fifty thousand men. Of these he proceeded 
to demand how long they were to endure that this miscreant, allud- 
ing to U1 Amein, who was neither man nor woman, should continue 
to indulge in his licentious and contemptible pleasures, to the entire 
neglect of his armies, and of every branch of his government.!' To 
this it was replied, by unanimous acclamation, that U1 Amein 
should be immediately deposed from his authority ; and to secure 
this object against the possibility of defeat, Husseyne hastened with- 
out delay, at the head of the insurgents, to throw himself into the 
palace, where he succeeded in seizing the person of his insulted 
sovereign. The unfortunate monarch was immediately dragged from 
the asylum of his power ; and being hurried, with his head and face 
muffled up, to the palace of his mother Zobaidah, he was there laid in 
fetters, and for the present committed to the custody of a guard of 
soldiers. This partial revolution is on other authority, stated to have 
taken effect, on Sunday the eleventh of Rudjub, of the year one 
hundred and ninety-six.* 

The authority of U1 Mamun was now publicly proclaimed through- 
out Baghdad. But the mercenary soldiers proceeding to demand the 
customary gratuity on the change of government, Husseyne attempted 
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|o expostiilate with them on the unreasonableness oftheirexpcctations, 
knowing his utter incapacity to fulfil them. He reminded them, at 
the same time, that the monarch to whom they had transferred their 
allegiance was yet absent in Khorassaun ; and that in order toestab* 
lish their full claim to his bounty, it w^as first necessary that both the 
army and the metropolis should be put in his actual possession. He 
therefore proposed that a letter should be addressed immediately to 
U1 Mamun, inviting him to the capital. This question produced 
among the troops an irreconcileable difference of opinion ; one half 
declaring with Husseyne for U1 Mamun, and the other for the 
immediate restoration of the degraded UI Amein, The contending 
parties proceeded to determine their differences by the sword; and a 
conflict ensued, which from the early part of the day to the hour of 
evening prayer, filled the streets of Baghdad with blood and slaugh- 
ter. Their leader falling, how'ever, towards the close of the day, 
into the liands of his adversaries, the party of Husseyne was ulti- 
mately defeated with loss. This produced the immediate enJargemeat 
of Ul Amein, and the majority of the troops flocking the next day 
to his standard, publicly cancelled the allegiance which they had so 
recently sworn to Ul Mamun. Husseyne, a captive in his turn, was 
now conducted in bonds to the presence ofUl Amein ; but an appre- 
hension, that it might occasion a fresh mutiny among tlie soldiers, if 
he were condemned to suffer the punishment due to his crimes, 
seems for the present t6 have ensured his pardon, Binding it how- 
ever, on his part, not so easy to dismiss his fears of that resentment 
which he had so deeply incurred, Husseyne a day or two afterwards 
embraced an opportunity of quitting Baghdad, accompanied by his 
particular friends ; and taking the road through Neherwauiu made 
the l)rst of his way towards the camp of Haretlimah and Zulycainein, 
with the design of throwing liimself on the protection of tliosc gen- 
erals, wlio had not yet left Hulwaun. But Ul Amein receiving early 
intimation of his flight, and immediately dispatching in pursuit of 
him, the fugitive was overtaken about two farsangs from Baghdad, 
and after some resistance, put to death ; and his head being, as usuab 
laid before his injured sovereign, the army soon afterwards generally 
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returned to its duty ; so that the revolt might be said, for the present 
to have entirely subsided. 

Apprized of these events, Ziilyemnein determined to hasten the 
concerted separation with his collegue ; and accordingly, quitting 
Hul waun at the head of his own division of the army, he proceeded 
by the left towards Ahuauz ; where Mahommed the son of Yezzid the 
Mohillebite commanded at this period on the part of L’l Arnein. 
Beino; soon afterwards closeiv invested, and t!ie governor falling in the 
honorable discharge of his duty, this town was compelled to submit 
to Zulyemnein, together with the whole of the adjoining territory ; 
through which the agents cf that general were immediately dispersed 
to ensure possession in the name of their master. The march of 
Zulyemnein was next elirected for Bassorah ; of which city Munsur 
the son of Mehedy was prefect, or lieutenant, under the authority 
of LT Amein. Instead of defending his trust, this chief conceived it 
prudent to dispatch letters to Zulyemnein, to declare that having 
renounced his allegiance to LT Amein, he thus voluntarily transfer- 
red it to LT Maniuii ; on which, after presenting his army before the 
gates of Bassorah, Zulyemnein left Munsur in unmolested possession 
of that city, and returned towards Waussit. About the same period, 
similar letters reached him from Abbas the son of Kady, and Mutleb, 
orfMutulleb, the son of Abdullah ; tlie former, lieutenant of Kufah, 
the latter of Mossule, each abjuring the authority of LT Amein, and 
submitting to that of LT Mamun. Moreover, when Zulyemnein was 
known to have arrived in the neighborhood of Waussit, the gover- 
nor of that place, Ilesheim the son of Shoabah also prepared to aban- 
don his trust by withdrawing towards Khorassaun ; but being 
ashamed to exhibit such a proof of his pusillanimity to his people at 
large, lie desired one of his grooms to bring him priv'ately one of his 
horses. The man brouglit him two, pointing out, whether his design 
were for battle or for flight, that which in either case would best suit 
his purpose. Hesheim chose the latter, bearing honorable testimony 
to the character of his adversary, by alleging that it was no disgrace 
to fly before Zulyemnein. Thus abandoned to its destiny, Zulyem- 
nein took possession ot Waussit without resistance ; and with the 
eanie lacihty, succeeded in making himself master of the ancient capi- 
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tal ofMedaein. From this latter city he dispatched to announce his A. H. 

progress to liarethmah ; on which, decamping from Huhvaiin, that 

ceneral led his troops immediatelv towards Baghdad, and taking post 
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at Xeherwaun, materially straitened the garrison of the metropolis in 
that direction. 

In the mean time the conduct of Cl Amein in cancelling the 
arrangements of Hanin, and in destroying the instrument of succes- 
sion so solemnly ratified in the temple of iNlekkah, had excited no 
little discontent among the inhabitants of that proud city; and parti- 
cularly in Daoiid the son of Eissathe iibbaside, who did not scruple 
to declare that he had been guilty of the grossest perfidy, and that 
his affairs could therefore never terminate in prosperity. In this 
state of mind, when the transient revolution in favor of UI Mamuii 
brought about at Baghdad by Husseyne the Mahanite, was announced 
at Mekkaii, the whole of the Koraisli, and other inhabitants of that 
cit}', readily acquiesced in the measure ; and to give to their opinions 
the last publicity, they proceeded to pronounce the Khothah in the 
name of Cl Mamnn, during the visitation of the pilgrims at the close 
of the year. This brings our narrative accordingly to the termination 
of the year one hundred and ninety-six. 

Under these accumulating embarrassments, Ul xVmein adventured 
upon a general review of Ids troops; and finding that he might still 
calculate upon the services of not less than four hundred commanders 
of some eminence, he presented to each of them a standard ; and dis- 
patched them under Ally the son of Hitsseync, of the race of Fauti- 
ina, towards Neherwaun, to try the issue of a conflict with the troops 
of liarethmah. Before the gates of that town, at a village called 
Hulwaun, they accordingly gave battle to Harethmah, and with their 
usual adverse fortune, were again totally defeated ; and their general 
being ma le a prisoner, was conveyed to Merii, to attest to Ul Mamuu 
this further triumph of his arms. 

Notwithstanding the uniform success which had hitherto accom- 
panied him in his enterprizes, the troops of Zidyemnein engaged, 
about this period, in an audacious mutiny against the authority of 
their general ; because he, either justly or unjustly, withstood their 
clamours for money. But as oue half ot the army continued stediast- 
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to their allegiance, Zulycmnein succeeded in dispersing the mutineers, 
and in expelling them from his camp in various directions. Ot these 
a body of five thousand took the road towards ilaghdad, where they 
submitted to claim the protection ofUl Amein, and from him exper- 
ienced a thvorable reception. i3at as the treasures of that prince were 
by this time pretty well exhausted, instead of those pecuniary rewards, 
rich dresses, and other proofs of his bounty, with which they had 
flattered their expectations, these unprincipled mercenaries were 
compelled to rest satisfied with a fumigation of their beards over 
pans of civet ; whh'h was served up before them in great profusion, 
by the Khalit's directions : a species of entertainment by which 
they were exposed to tlie ridicule of the inhabitants of Baghdad, 
under the appellation of jnnd-ul-ghaulciah, l/ic civet corps. Having, 
however, for tiie space of a month, looked in vain for some more 
solid proofs of the liberality of U1 Amein, they became tired of 
expectancy ; and joining tiie troops of Baghdad, in one of those 
bursts of refractory violenc e in which they so frequently indulged 
atfainst tlieir unfortunate sovereign, thev withdrew themselves from 
that city ; and took the iirst opportunity of returning to the camp of 
Zulvernnein, by whom their recent outrages were, fromsome motive of 
expediency, suflered to pass into oblivion. The armies of Haretli- 
mah and Zulyemnein, soon after this, united in the siege of Baghdad ; 
where the unfortunate LT Amein was ultimately destined to experi- 
ence every species of mortification, disgrace, and injury. 

The year one hundred and ninety-seven commenced thus inauspi- 
ciously for LT Amein. His treasures had long since tailed him ; and 
he now proceeded to supply the defect, by committing to the cruci- 
ble his gold and silver plate and furniture, the glittering appendages 
of royalty ; and further to enable him to renew the exercise of his 
bounty, and to encourage , his troops to exert themselves in the 
defence of the last bulwarks of declining greatness, the rare and pre- 
cious contents of his warehouses and magazines were now openly 
exposed for sale. Having adopted every precaution to strengthen 
and secure the gates of the city, both within and without, against the 
attempts of the besiegers, he withdrew himself into the palace of his 
piother, within the citadel ; of which, the gates are said to have beej^ 
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. <)f iron. He disposed of his garrison at the same time to guard with 
equal solicitude against the attacks of Harethmah, which were 
directed towards the gate of Khorassaun on one side, and against 
those of Zulyeranein, which bore upon the gate of Bassorali on the 
other. These attacks appear, however, to have been confined to the 
interval between sunrise and sunset ; the besieging generals retiring 
every evening to their respective encampments, Harethmah to 
Kcherwaun, at the distance of two farsangs, and Zulyemnein to the 
garden of the gate of Anbaur ; a plantation, or pleasure ground so 
called, about the distance of one farsang on the road to Bassorali. 
When this species of attack had been carried on for some time, and 
the garrison had been entirely cut off from the means of subsistance, 
and not a day passed in which the ramparts were not brought down 
in alarming masses by the warlike machines of the besiegers; the 
inhabitants began to quit the city, and in considerable bodies to claim 
the protection of either general of the besiegers. Those who submitted 
in this wav to the power of Zulyemnein were treated with distin- 
guished kindness ; while the property, of such as delayed to surren- 
der was exposed to certain destruction by fire and sword. The 
spirit of dereliction spread at last to the highest order of citizens, to 
the heads of the neighboring villages, and to the chief commanders 
of the armv, not excepting the minister Fazzel : all of whom gradually 
went over to the enemy, leaving the capital to its fate. 

By these multiplied desertions, and the numerous casualties which 
necessarily occurred in repelling the assaults of the besiegers, the gar- 
rison became at last so greatly reduced, that the populace proceeded to 
break open the gates of the prisons, and to release the criminals ; whose 
assistance they demanded to defend the works of the town. Ail was 
now resigned to the discretion of a licentious rabble, who disposed 
of every thing at will; and to add to the calamities which already 
seemed to hasten their destruction, they neglected to secure a supply 
of water for the interior of the city. In such appalling circumstan- 
ces, finding that his authority was become entirely extinct ; that no 
one any longer, either regarded his instructions, or feared his resent- 
ment ; that the good, the learned, and the moral, and even the 
market people ofe\ery description had disappeared ; that the city 
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was become the prey of an unbridled banditti of fohhcrs, gamhlers^ 
pickpockets, and depredators, who filled it, without controul, with 
treason, pillage, and slaughter ; in short, finding that he had nothing 
left wherewith to purchase the precarious obedience of an unprinci- 
pled and lawless mob, the unhappy U1 Amein finally shut himself up in 
the palace of his mother; and there fortifying himself as well against 
internal violence, as the attacks of the besiegers from without, seems 
to have awaited without further effort the crisis of his destiny. 

Under such hopeless circumstances, the first to forsake his master, ■ 
and who now submitted to Zulyemnein, was Eissa the son of Mahom- 
med, another of the race of Mahan, the captain ofUl Amein’s guards; 
to whom had been committed the particular defence of the gates, and 
to whose regulation had indeed been consigned everv things relatingf 
to the general safety of the city. The defection of this confidential 
chieftain, at such a crisis, threw U1 Amein at once into the last state 
of despondence and despair; and it was perhaps not until this period 
that the defence of his capital was finally abandoned, to the fortuitous 
exertions of a lawless and ferocious banditti. The information of 
Zulyemnein must at the same time have enabled him to form a toler- 
able estimate of all that passed within the town, and he was perhaps 
justified in his expectation, that it would be reduced to a speedy 
surrender. Nevertheless, while he indulged, peradventure with too 
much security, in these expectations, he was attacked in the quarter 
called the castle,* or palace of Salah, under the gates of the city ; and 
defeated with considerable loss, by Mahommed the son of Yakub, 
the new captain of U1 Amein’s guards, at the head of the undisciplined 
multitude, who combated that day with peculiar fierceness and reso- 
lution. The day following, to avenge the disgrace, Zulyemnein led 
his troops towards the quarter called daur-urre feik, adjacent to which 
he was again opposed in great force by the rabble. On this occasion 
we are told, that one of the latter, clad in a coarse woollen wrapper, 
with a beggar’s wallet suspended to his neck, a cudgel in one hand, 
and a wicker basket ov^erlaid with pitch, in the other, in an attitude 
of careless defiance, presented himself to the troops of Zulyemnein* 

* Kasser-e-Salah* 
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One of his followers, a native of Kliorassaun, was directed hv that A 
me this sa\ a_^e loolvin^ out-law. The Khorassauny drew 
his bow and let fly an arrow, which the rustic received in his basket 
of wicker; but as it'passed through and sunk into the earth, he nim- 
bly picked it up and lodged it, feather outwards, in the basket which 
he used as his shield. This he repeated until the soldier had entirely 
exhausted his quiver. On which Zulyemnein called to the Khoraus- 
sauny to attack him sword in hand; observing that there .surely could 
be nothing to apprehend from a fair conflict with such a charlatan. 
The Khorassauny drew his sword accordingly, and approached his 
antagonist; when the barbarian putting his hand into his wallet, drew 
out a pebble, and fixing it in his cudgel as a sling, delivered it witli 
such singular force and precision, as to snap the sword of the Khor- 
assauny in the middle. He then uttered a loud cry of triumph, 
while his adversary totally crest fallen, was compelled to withdraw : 
Zulyemnein expressing his surprise at the strange contingencies of 
civil discord, in wdiich the distinguished commander, and the skilful 
warrior, with all the advantages of superior arms and discipline, were 
to be equally baffled by the wool clad rustic, with his sword of lath, 
his sling and wicker shield. He might have added, perhaps noth equal 
justice, in which peers and ministers of state, the pillars of royaltv, 
could so far forget the noblest principles of duty, as to abandon the 
person of their liege sovereign to the precarious defence of thieves and 
outlaws. Be this however as it may, they fought that dav at Daur 
urrefteik, with equal fierceness and obstinacy until night put an 
end to the conflict ; and it will be sufficient to notice, once for all, 
that Hirethmah, on his part, experienced, on a variety of occasions, 
from this multitudinous and stigmatized banditti, a resistance not 
less determined and persevering. 

At the commencement how’ever, of the year one hundred and ninety ^ 

• eight, on the very first day of the month of Mohurrim,* the troops of A. 
Baghdad of whatever description, both on the side of Harethmah and 
Zulyemnein, wmre finally driven within the walls of the town. The 
place was now more closely and completely invested ; the warlike ma- 
chines of the besiegers were planted more directly to beat down 
the defences of the gateways ; and Zulyemnein having effectually cut 

* August 3ist. 


. ir. lot. 

L. D. 813. 
Tebi;j'. 


H. 198, 
D.813, 



112 


A. H. 198. 
A. D. B13. 

Tarikh 

Tebry. 


oflp the garrrison from its communication witli the Tigris, the city was 
thus reduced to the last extremity. In these melancholy and appalling 
circumstances, UlAmein sought one evening to suspend the recollection 
of his sorrows, by the charms of music ; and for this purpose one of his 
women was summoned to attend him. The lady who appeared to his 
aid, took up her burbut, or lute, but tuned it to a strain so pensive, 
that the Khalif, feeling his sorrows rather aggravated than relieved, pro- 
ceeded to expostulate with heron a selection so ill suited to his state 
of mind ; she mournfully besought his forgiveness, alleging, that her.re- 
collection furnished her with nothi\ig else. lie desired her once more to 
exert her skill, andagain she struck her lute to the same atiecting mea- 
sures. On which, UlAmein imprecating abittcr curse on her, and on her 
melody, the maid suddenly started from her seat ; in doing which, acci- 
dentally’ striking her foot against a fay’orite and costly vase of the Kha- 
lit’s, of the value often thousand dirhems,* it flew into as many pieces. 
A circumstance which does not appear to have alleviated her master’s 
displeasure, though it might have serv’ed to avraken his recollection. 

A protracted siege had by this time equally worn out the patience 
of U1 Amcin, and exhausted the skill and resources of his multifari- 
ous and disorderly garrison. lie therefore came to the resolution of 
intreatingtheprotectionofllarethmah. For this purpose he immediately 
dispatched to apprize that general, that he was ready to go over to him, 
provided such a design might be accomplished without the knowledge 
of Zulyemnein ; land on the condition that Ilarethmah would engage to 
protect him against the violence of his collegue, and to cony'ey him in 
safety to the presenceof U1 Mumun. Theproposal yvas gladly acceded 
toby Ilarethmah, who sent to inform the Khalif, in reply, that he was 
perfectly disposed to obey his orders. It rvas accordingly arranged 
that Ilarethmah should approach the palace at midnight in 'his boat, 
accompanied by a few confidential followers; and that UlAmein should 
come out privately and join him. The correspondence was however 
no»conducted with such secrecy as to escape the vigilance of Zulyem- 
nein ; by whom, as it did not exactly square with his views it was imme- 
diately determined to disconcert the design. As soon as night came, 
he took post with a considerable division of his army along the banU 
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•f the Tigris, embaiking tsvo hundred soldiers well armed, on board A. H. loa. 
some river craft prepared for the purpose, with the necessary instruc- A- 
tions in what manner to proceed. At the hour appointed, Harethmah 

TTcdfv 

with his followers repaired to the spot agreed upon ; and U1 Amein in 
the disguise of a slave, his head muffled up in acloak, and accompanied 
by a single attendant only, hastened to the riverside, and stepped into 
the boat, in which Harethmah sat anxiously awaiting his approach. 

As soon, howev^er, as the boat had gained the middle of the Tigris, it 
was surrounded, and assailed by a shower of arrows from those which 
had been armed by the directions of Zulyemnein. Harethmah and 
his followers resolutely defended themselves for some time ; but their 
assailants having with their spears transpierced the sides of the fragile 
bark, it soon filled with water and sunk beneath the stream. Such as 
could swim immediately threw themselves into the river, and gained 
the sliore: the steersman seized liarethmah by the arm, and conveyed 
him safe to land ; and U1 Amein, on his part committrng himself to the 
stream, susceeded after considerable exertion, in gaining the eastern 
bank of the Tigris, opposite to the city. Unfortunately, on the very 
spot where he was ascending the bank of the river, a detachment of ten 
soldiers had l)een stationed by Zulyemnein, under an inferior officer, 
a native of Khorassatin, whose name was Ibrauhim tlie son of Jaufler 
of IhMkh. The person of the unhappy monarch was instantly recog- 
nized ; and the man compassionately covering him with his cloak to 
protect him from the cold, and mounting him upon his own horse, 
immediately conveyed lii^i to a place of safety. 

Soon afterwards, while Zulyemnein and his followers were forming 
no other conclusion than that he had perished in the Tigris, Ibrauhim 
j»rescntcd himself to announce to tlie general, that IT Amein was 
safely lodged in his tent ; describing the manner in which the unhappy 
prince had fallen into his hands. At this period Zulyemnein had 
among his domestics a slav^e called Koraisli, and nicknamed Den- 
dauny, or d< .itatux, from the preposterous size of his teeth. This 
mau, of whose qualihcations he was probably not without experience, 
he now summoned to his presence, directing him to proceed without 
tU'lay to the tent of Ibrauhim, and to bring liiin the head of U1 Amein. 

The slave hastened} with obsequious zeal, to tire cxecutiou of this sau- 

VOL. II. 


u 



114 


A. H. 198. gulnary nifttulate, and finding bis wretched victim alcsne and unprotect- 

P ’ c3, immediately drew bis sword, and approached to attack bim. I’l 

Tarikh Aiiioin pcrceived bis design, and notbing else at hand with which to 

rebr\. defend his person, seized his bolster ; and with that contrived for some 

time to ward ofl’the blows of his executioner. But as this could not 
avail him long, he faltered in bis defence, and received a severe cut 
upon the head ; and his remorseless assa.ilant repeating the stroke, the 
unhappy monarch fell upon his face ; on which the assassin immedi- 
ately throwing himsejf upon him, severed his head from the shoulders, 
and conveyed it with savage triumph to the presence of his master^ 
In possession of this sanguinary proof of the approaching termina- 
tion of his labours, Zulyemneiu invited his principal followers to a 
public audience ; and exhibiting to their view his ghastly trophy, the 
head of the slaughtered U1 Amein, proceeded to expatiate iii such 
terms as suited his own immediate purposes, oii the circumstances 
which had precipitated the fall of the unhappy monarch. lie alleged, 
in short, that this proud prince, as he thought fit to designate the victim 
of his cruelty, in deciding for the protection ofilarethmali in preference 
to his, had become the author of his own destruction. Had his decision 
been the reverse, he affirmed that he might have been still alive. But 
while the perils of the field of battle, and the fatigues and hardships, ofa 
protractedandlahorioussiege, were to be thelotofZulyeninein,itAvas,it 
seems, the design of U1 Amein to rob him of his well earned fame, the 
honorable reward of his exertions ; and by accompanying him to the 
presence of LI Mumun, to transfer the whole to llarethmali. Zul- 
yemiiein now gave orders that the head shoulcl be suspended in view 
of the walls of Baghdad ; and the features of their immolated sover- 
eign being early recognized by the garrison, they immediately threw 
open their gates ; and surrendering the town to the besiegers, betook 
themselves without further resistance to their respective and ordinary 
occupations: and Zulyemneiu thus master of the metropolis of the 
race of Abbas, the calamities of civil discord seemed in an instant to 
be appeased. 

As he suspected, however, that his conduct in the death of the 
murdered monarch, and in the subsequent exposure of his head, Avas 
liable to some inisrepresentatiou ou .(die part of Ilaretliuiali, Zulyeiu* 
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n''ln r'l’icph'ed it expedient to adopt some step? to vindicate himself A. H. 19S. 
on tliis point to Ul Mamun ; who had -expressly directed that his 
l.iother should he taken alive. Accordingly when the head of Ul Tankli 
Aunein was as usu d dispatched to the presence of that prince, toge- 
ther wi h the staff and mantle of the prophet, and the seal of the 
Khclaufut, it was accompanied by a letter from Zulyemnein to the 
following effect. “ Reposing in the good faith and honor of Hiireth- 
“ mail a confidence, which, from the unremitting hostilities, that in the 
“execution of my orders, I was compelled to prosecute against him, 

“ he denied to myself, Mahommed-iil-Amein besought by his agents 
“ the protection of that chief, whom he accordingly prepared to join ; 

“ thus casting upon my integrity an imputation which it never 
“ deserved. In consecjucnce of the arrangement preconcerted between 
“ them, Haretbmah, in the dead of night attended in his boat by the 
“ river side ; where the inconsiderate prince thought fit to put himself 
“ into his hands. dVith no other object than to render him those 
“ honors which were his due as the brother ofmy sovereign, when he 
“should disembark from the boat into whicli he had conveyed liiiii- 
“ self, I also, at the head of my followers, proceeded to the bank of 
*• the Tigris. Unfortunately, when they reacheJ the middle of the 
“ stream, their frail conveyance filled with water, and sunk to the 
“ bottom. I'l Amein swam for his life, and succeeded in gaining the 
“ the opposite bank of the river ; but having conceived the idea, that 
“ he had been betrayed, he probably repented, when too late, of liav- 
“ ing besought the proti'ction of llarethmah. Re this us it may, 

“ when he found himself safe on shore, he gave the word aloud, 

'’■ ^lahommedna minisuriu — help for iMahommed ; deiiiaiiding the 
“ assistance of his troops for the renewal of hostilities. On this 
“ my followers were ordered, without drawing their swords, to secure 
“ the person of the prince. He persevered however in resisting the 
“attcuipf, and perished in the conflict which ensued. T!ic day tol- 
“ lowing the people of Raghdad agreed to give up the town ; but as 
“ they coil tinned to entertain some doubts as to the fite of their 
“ sovereign, I took his bead, and instructed by the cxauipk' of ni.uiy 
“ a former prince, dispiayi'd il iortheu' inspection, riiey were by 
M this expedient ixlwvcd from their iuccitiiude ; and together 

9 
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‘•with nut-lawivl haiidilti employed in tho clofcnoi* of t?ie 

town, huxiu'Z n'tun>v<l rvi‘i‘v oiu* to his avocations, all appeamnor 
of <’ounuulion iniun snb^idvMl. for the Inrad — ■behold, it 

accompanies this dispatch !'* 

The rc|>ort whi<'li I larethinah on liis part ronccivi'd it (‘xpeditai^ 
convey to liis master on th(‘ saiut‘ subject, was howt^ver <'oMipriz(‘d in 
much fe’\V(T words, lie l)rit*l]y stated, that having’ pnxHi'dtd aecord- 
in.ii: to appointunnit to reecive 11 Ainein, lie ha<I, as he thou^dit 
l)e\oridth(* reaeh ofdanii’er, seated him iu his boat, and was (‘onduct- 
iic 4 ' him to his (Mm[) ; \\ iien, to his utter astoiiishineut, in the verv 
iniddh' of the stream, tin* boat sniik. That, sulhcientlv 

cn 4 ai;t*tl in providing f)r liis own safety, lie saw nothing more of the 
unha])py prince until tin* following day, when he reeo^iii/ed his head 
in the [)rcs‘ iiee of Taher. Hut ot tlie cireuinstaiiec’s v. Inch produced 
f^ucli asp<*etaele, he professed his entire i^noranee. 

In tlm letters transinitt(‘d on this occasion, to minounce to I't Ma- 
mun the triumphant termination of the eont^ st with his brother, 
Zulyemueiu is said to have fnrth-'r t*xplained, that when, on emerpin.; 
from the Tigris, the unfortunrtc 11 AuKan evine=*d a d *tenninatiou 
to resist. In* had instrurtv*d his slave, atlvertinix to Kor<iish di'iidaiiny 
by nan;e, to seize and withhold liim from the cons( (jin nces of his rash 
and unavailim; (jbstinacy ; Imt tliat disdainino: to deliver himself up, In^ 
had fought the slave, who n as thus compidled, ])y the necessity ofself- 
defence, to put him to death. I p^^n which it is obscrvi'd, that to 
I I Mamun it was lon^ since known, that at the birth of his brotlnu’ it 
had been intalicted b\ the astrolojjers, that A m( in K'as distnud to pi risk 
bpfhi hand of a Koraish ; niuhrstood, however, to imply some individ- 
ual of the celebrated trilx* of that name : and such beino; the notion 
entertaiiU'd by 11 Mamun, his minister Fazzel, himself a skilful 
astrologer, in the correspondence which, in the name of his master, 
he carried on witli Zuly('min*iii, omitted not to charge him, on every 
occasion, to be particular in distinguishing amono: liis troops tlie war- 
riors of the Koraish ; whoso zeal he was uniformly instructed to 
stimulate by every species ofcncourajrement : although Zhlvemnein 
was but little aware of liie motive. When lie perused, liowover, the 
circinnstantirtl relatii)n communicated in the report of that general, 
ri Mamun found no diihimlty in apidyin^^ the prcdii’tion exliibiteii 
in Ills brothel’s horuscojie. 
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Two of iho cliiKlron of l"l Mamiin, who hail biuai forin(M'ly omhovinI 
from llakkah to Baghdad, hy I 1 Amoin, and tluax* conliiim’d at (lus 
jioriod conliiK'.l to the iiii|>orial palacr, wen* now ('ondnelrd hy (lio 
directions of /hlyeinnein, with their inotln r, into Khorassann ; to^o- 
iher with Mutnininim, and llu.* two sons of Id Ann in, Mu^sa and 
Abdullah, with tlnar niotln r, who jiroeiaahal at the same tinn* to the 
prestmccofL l Mainun, The dowager Zohaidali was conlined under 
restraint to her own |)alaet\ 

^Iaho)tt iUi (I id /Itm iti ^Uowx tliiMddest ol his two sons. o('rasi(^nall w 
denoniinatt'd Al>h Massa, is stattal U> liavi' (mjoyed a distiin tieii to 
wliicli no other of his raia* could preti'iid ; that of la in n both by 
father atid mother, (b seended from the illustrious stoc k of Al)has ; 
and he is d(*^erihed to have heeii in person of a I'air (‘cmiiib xjon, tall ni 
stature, and broad sheuddered, with small eyis and a jivominent nosi*. 
On the day of his d<'ath, w lueh, in the K hol.ui''SUt-ul-akhhanr, is 
recorded to havi‘ taken place in the latter part ot MohurrimA' one 
hundred and ninety-eiLiht, In* ('oidd not have* attained to his **,.:ht 
and twentieth year; and In* ]>erished in the manner we liavc* attc-mptc’d 
to relate, after texcTcdsing a precMiioUs sovenuLinty of four years and 
about six months. Dnrini; the hostilities in whicli In* w as (‘nu:a.r.’d 
w ith IT Mamun. it is further rmnarked, that he espoused tin (lanL:li- 
ter of ITssa the son Janifer ; rc])reseuted to have* bee n a woman cd’ 
geniu>, and a po(‘tess, who employml her muse, w ith some* aluhtN . jii 
rec'ording the virtue's ot her lann ntc'd and untortunatc* linsh.nnb In 
short, this jirinee appears to have iidn*rited from nature a disposition 
of mind, benevolent, and liberal to a pre-mnment dc'uwee ; Imt, 
while eiubarked in a conti'st for life and empire, liis supim ne'-s in 
liegie{‘ting llie duties of his exalted station, for tin* miserable jiur-uits 
of private pleasure and amusement, hesjioke an imhec ilitv ot charac-- 
ter but little ealeulated to secure the respect of a warbke pc cciU- ; and 
it is not to bt* wondered at, that lus star slnmld hav<* ultimate ly srt 
helbre the superior energies, and the more lortnnate destiny oi lus 
brother. 


ti. 
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That brother we are now to recognize under the title of Un Ma jrtrN 
B’lnLAH,* Abiil Abbas Abdullah, the son of Harfin ; to whom, wheA 
the fate of his predecessor had become sufficiently notorions, the 
allegiance of Hejauz, of both provinces of Irak, and of Parss, was 
transferred without further difficulty ; the inhabitants of lihorassaun, 
though his authority, had been long since effectually established in 
that part of the empire, embracing the occasion to renew their pledge 
of fidelity to him, in his quality of sole monarch of IssU\m. 

It appears at the same time, that as soon as it was ascertained that 
the contest had thus favorably terminated, Fazzel the son of Sohcl 
early suggested to his master the expediency of his presenee at Bagh- 
dad, and of transferring the seat of government to that metropolis., 
U1 Mamim had, however, by this time, conceived so decided a pre- 
dilection for Khorassaun, that he was not to be induced by any con- 
siderations of expediency to concur in such a measure. To the 
arguments which his minister urged against the manifest impolicy of 
continuing to reside at so remote an extremity Af his dominions, (over 
which it appeared impracticable to exercise an effectual controul, 
otherwise than by fixing the source of authority at the centre in 
Irak) he endeavoured to reply, by observing that although the 
princes of the house of Abbas might have chosen to establish their 
abode in Irak, it was to be remembered tliat the monarchs of the 
race ofOmmeyah had fixed their court at the opposite extremity of 
the empire ; even at Damascus, at the very outlet of the passes and 
defiles of the Ilumian territory ; from whence they had found it, 
nevertheless, perfectly practicable to keep the Avhole w'orld from 
east to west, in sufficient aAve of their authority. In opposition, 
therefore, to what he conceived the most obvious maxims of police, 
Fazzel Avas compelled to conform to the opinion of his sovereign ; it 
being determined that the imperial residence should continue at 
Meru ; Avhile the talents ef Ziilyemnein Avere considered amply com- 
petent to secure the submission of Baghdad, and the provinces of the 
west. 

Early in the ensuing year, hoAvever, a schismatic of the name of 
Nasser the son ot Shebeib Rebbai, having set up the st uu'ar ■ of 
revolt at Rakkah, during the first month of Rabbcia, Zulveu.n..’.Q 

Dei ^ratid couacrvulua — cottstaus. 
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found it requisite to inalie the circumstance flie subject of an imme- 
diate dispatch to U1 Mamuii. On which, being invited by his master " 
to suggest the arrangements that he conceived advisable to adopt in 
order to defeat the designs of the insurgent, I'azzel continued to 
intimate that his opinion was, already, sulFiciently known ; and he 
could only repeat that it behoved them to hasten into Irak without 
a moment’s delay. The Khalif still contended that the authority of 
Zulyemnein was in all respects adequate to the emergency ; and 
when the minister objected that while Ziilyeranein was employed in 
the extremity of Jezzeirah, there was reason to apprehend' that the 
affairs of Irak might fall into confusion, LT Mamun then required 
that he should fliscover some suitable person to assume the govern- 
ment of that province. It was under these circumstances that Fazzel 
undertook to recommend his brother Iliisscyne, or as he will hereafter 
be more frequently denominated, Ilussun ; although it was still too 
fresh in the rememberance of every one at Baghdad, that both he 
and his brother were only known in that city in the quality of hum- 
ble scribes ; an occupation which they had notoriously exercised 
during the reigns of both MehetW and llarun, without the smallest 
pretensions to any degree of experience, or skill in the profession of 
arms. Of4he imprudence of such a choice, UI Mainiin is said to 
have been sufficiently aware ; but Fazzel obstinately persevering in 
his point, the Khalif was in this instance compelled to forego his 
opinion. Ilussun Sohel was accordingly invested with the govern- 
ment of Irak ; instructions being at the same time conveyed to Zul- 
yemnein, on the arrival of his successor, to deliver over to him, the 
whole of the cities, and dependencies of that province at present 
under his authority ; and for his own part to proceed without delay 
towards llakkah, with the division of the army under his orders, to 
chastise the usurpation of the insurgent Nasser ; the government of 
that quarter, including Mossul and the whole of Jezzeirah, being con- 
ferred upon him, in the room of w hat it had been found expedient to 
consign to another person. On the same occasion Harethmah was 
required to transfer to Ilussun Sohel the troops who hael hitherto fol- 
•iow'ed his standard ; and to return with such as were immediately 
attached to liis own person into Khorassaun. 
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On his arrival at Baghdad, the army and the government were both 
accordingly resigned to the disposal ofHussun Sohel, by Zulyeranein, 
and Harethmah ; the former proceeding towards Rakkah equally dis- 
satisfied with Mamun, and with his minister. In a similar temper of 
mind, Harethmah took his departure for Khorassaun; both ofthese chiefs 
havingentertained a notion, thatthe Khalifwouldscarcely be induced to 
deprive them of the authority which they had established at Baghdad. 
Of the troops which, in conformity with his instructions, Harethmah 
delivered over to the discretion of the new governor of Irak, the 
immediate command had been usually exercised by a slave, or client 
of his own, of the name of Abu Serraya ; and to this person they 
were now left in charge, under the authority of Hussun Sohel. The 
insurgent Nasser ben Shebeib having shut himself up within the for- 
tifications of Rakkah, on the approach of Zulyemnein, the latter 
immediately formed the siege of that city ; exhibiting, however, no 
other indication of hostility, or of a design to effect the subjugation 
of the place, than by the position which, in total inaction, he thus 
continued for a long time to occupy before its gates. 

As had been in some measure foreseen, the character of Hussun 
Sohel’s government displayed to the inhabitants of Baghdad, both 
soldiers and others, something very foreign to what they been accus- 
tomed to admire ; neither did they attempt to conceal their surprise 
and dissatisfaction at this appointment of LT Mamun’s, which, like 
some other recent proceedings of that prince, they ascribed to the 
improper influempe exercised by the brother ; to whom, they said, thev 
well understood the management of affairs had been now too generally 
resigned by his master. 

At a crisis thus verging towards confusion and disturbance, an 
individual ot the race of Ally, descended from Imaum Husseyne, of 
the name of Mahommed son of Ibrahim, and on whom they thought 
fit to confer the title of Tebauteba, was clandestinely employed at 
Kufah in soliciting the allegiance of the people for “ U1 Ruzza of the 
race ot the prophet and had succeeded to a great extent in prevail- 
ing upon the inhabitants to engage privately in his views : when in 
the month ot Jummaudy the second,* Abu Serraya, at the headofhis 
troops, entered Kiitah ; and inviting Tebauteba from the privacy in 

“ January, D. 815, 
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tvhichhe had hitherto been operating, openly declared in favor of his A. H. issf, 
designs, and, under his presumed authority, became entire master of A. D. 8i '>. 
the city. Tarikh 

The person who now demands our attention under the appellation 
of vVbu Serraya, /(/Mfr of iegiom, is said originally to have borne the 
name of Serrayai the son of Munsur ; and to have been a descendant 
from IIauny,or rather more correctly^ from Ayauz the son of Kabeizah, 
orKabeissah, the Sheybaunian ; the same that in the battle of Zikaur, 
at the head of the Arabs of Ileirah, so signally defeated the troops of 
Khossrou Parveiz, some time subsequent to the conflict of Beider, 

But whatever might have been the renown of his ancestor, Abu Ser- 
rava was himsclt the slave of Uarethmah ; although in that humble 
situation, such was the esteem which he had acquired by his talents 
and fidelity, that wherever his master was principal in authority, he 
invariablv exercised the functions of lieutenant. On the present occa- 
sion, when he was directed to transfer the troops of his division to 
Hussun Sohel, Uarethmah left those who served on his own immedi- 
ate pav, in the charge of Abu Serraya, as his lieutenant gene ral ; while 
he proceeded himself on his journey into Khorassaun. 

Hitherto habituated to the less arduous avocations of secretary, and 
totally unpracticed in the command of armies, Hussun Sohel, accord- 
ing to the notions of our author at least, possessed but few of the 
qualifications requisite for the controul of the numerous, and populous 
cities now so unadvisedly committed to his management. Betaking 
himself therefore, however prematurely, to indulge in his natural liias, 
the exercise of his pen, he proceeded, on the plea that their services 
were no longer required, to strike out from the list of stipendiaries, 
together with various of the troops of Baghdad, a great proportion of 
those who had been consigned to his authority by Harethmdi; 
and at the head of the latter, thus improvidently deprived of their 
subsistance, Abu Serraya reseutingthe injury, shortly aiterwards quit- 
ted Baghdad, and hastened to Kufoh; where in the manner just related, 
he drew from obscurity the usurper Tebauteba and his race, and to 
him, together with his discarded followers, publicly pledged his 
allegiance. 

von. II. B 
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To oppose the designs of these insurgents, as soon as he was apprized 
of their proceedings, Ilussun Sohel first made choice of Zeheir the 
son of Aiosseib, one of the military chiefs of iiis government ; who 
accordingly advanced to Kufah at the head of ten thousand of tlie 
troops of Baghdad. But Abu Serraya issuing from the town to give him 
battle, Zeheir was defeated with considerable slaughter, a valuable 
booty becoming the reward of the conqueror. Re-entering Kufah, how- 
ever, with the captured property in his train, Abu Serraya was surpris- 
ed by an unexpected demand, on the part of Tebauteba, for the spoils 
of his victory, which he was compelled to relinquish on the spot ; but 
as this was a species of usurpation to v.'hich the succesful adventurer 
was little disposed to submit, the wretched Tebauteba was the very 
same night taken oft’ by a dose of poison, administered through his 
contrivance ; Mahommed the grandson of Zeid, another descendant i’rom 
Imaum Husseyne, being chosen the following day to supply his place, 
while the supreme direction of his councils was henceforward appro- 
priated with little ceremony to himself by Abu Serraya. 

Subsequent to the dejiarture of Zeheir, a fresh body of troops had 
been dispatched by Ilussun Sohel, either to sustain, or to retrieve the 
miscarriage of, that commander. But this detachment experiencing 
a similar repulse and disgrace at the gates of Kufah, a spirit of general 
revolt appeared at once to spread itself through the whole race of 
Ally; of whom a number of individuals immediately starting up, and 
entering from differ! nt quarters into a correspondence with Abu Ser- 
raya, w'ere by him, without difftculty, confirmed in the government of 
those places, from which they had succ.eede.l in banishing the autlior- 
ity of LT Mainun. In the mean time Abu Serraya with Mahommed 
the Husseynite the instrument of his ambition, on whom he had 
conferred the title oi Ameir-vl-moiuncnc'n, took up his permanent 
abode at Rufali ; whence he proceeded to direct tii it the name of LT 
Mamun should be expunged Ironi the public orations in ail the terri- 
tc)rv v\ hich had submitted to his usurpation. Ilis views now extended 
to the entire subjugation of Irak ; and a chn f of the insurgent family 
was accordingly dispatched, with a competent force, to take possession 
of W aussit; n Idle Zeid the son oi Mussa, another of the race of Fati-» 
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nia, proceeded towards feassorali ; both of which cities appear to have 
submitted withotit resistance. 

In the perplexity occasioned by the alarming progress of the insur- 
rection, Hussun Sohel conceived it expedient to dispatch, without 
further delay, to recal Ilarethinah; who, when the disturbances broke 
out, had not yet prosecuted his journey beyond Hulwaun. To the 
repeated messages of Hussun, he did not however appear disposed to 
pay the smallest attention; until on reaching Hamadaun, he was over- 
taken by a dispr4t?h from that chief, which threatened, unless he 
instantly retraced his steps to Baghdad, to make such a representation 
of his conduct, both to VI ^lamun and his minister, as should enforce 
liis return, though he were at the gates of Meru : intimating at the 
same time, in terms which could hardly be misconceived, that the 
relation in which he stood with the ringleader of the insurgents, was 
sufficiently notorious to the world ; and that it was by no means 
difficult to infer, that the proceedings of the slave had originated in 
the instructions of his master. With such an accusation impending, 
llaretlimah conceived it might be extremely hazardous to appear in 
the presence of LT Mamun ; convinced at the same time as he well 
must have been, that under such circumstariees, no means Avould be 
I'd’t unemployed by Fazzel to accomplish his cLstruction, He sub- 
mitted therefore with a good grace to yield to the importunities of 
H ussun ; and returning shortly afterwards to Baghdad, experienced 
from that officer, notwithstanding what had passed, a very honorable 
and outwardly cordial reception. 

Being now placed at the head of the force destined to serve against 
Ahu Serraya, llaretlimah marched out of Bagdad, detaching Ally the 
son of Saaid, with the advanced guard, to expel from Waussit the 
person by whom it had been seized for the insurgent. In the mean 
time, having in vain employed messengers to recal him to a sense ot 
duty, riarethmah advanced at length in person to give battle to Abu 
Serraya; whom he attacked, and defeated with great slaughter, com- 
pelling him to retire for shelter to the castle ot Ebeii flohairali and 
from thence, by a close and ardent pursuit, to continue his flight tQ 
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* Near the Euphrates, about one third of the dhtuiicc from Hillah to KiUah. 
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A. H. 100. Kufali. On this the successful general encamped his army for som^ 
A. D. »! ■>. same castle of Ebeu llolvairah. 

liiiikh 'J’q period, manv of the kindred of the house of Abhas, and 

Ttbry, , » > ^ 

particularly of the family of U1 ^liins-ur and Mehedy, w ere still suf- 
fered to reside in very opulent circumstances at Kufuh ; but on tiic 
recent discomfiture and return to that place, of Abu Serrava, their 
destiny was suddenly changed ; they were banished from their 
habitations, which, together ith the whole of their property, lieing* 
either destroyed, or confiscated to the use of the insurgent, tliey hast- 
ened towards the castle of Ebcn Hohairah, where, in the camp of 
Harethmah, they found an asylum for their persons. 

The month of Zulkaudah was now arrived: and as the Iladjies 
from Persian Irak and Khorassaun, and the other provinces of the 
east were, it seems, on the approach of the season of the pilgrimage, 
necessarily to pass through the territory noAV occupied by the troops 
of Harethmah, they were in great numbers prevented from the prose- 
cution of their sacred design by the orders of that general. On the 
other hand, Ahu Serraya on his part did not fail to dispatch to Mek- 
kah, another of the race of Ally, descended from Iniauin II usscyne, 
whose name was Ilussun, subsequently known by the appellation of 
Eben-ul-Eftcss, (son of the flat- nosed) and who took his departure 
from Ivuflili during the month ofZulkandali, in order to preside in the 
ceremonies of the visitation ; while about the same period Mahom- 
med the son of Siiiiman, by the expulsion of the lieutenant of the 
house of Abbas, obtained possession of Medeinah. On the evening 
of the ninth of Zilhudje, while the pile;rims without either prince or 
pontitF,were collected on Mount Arafant, Eheniil Eftess, accompanied 
by his governor, or preceptor, Daoud the son of Mussa, arrived in the 
neighborhood of Mekkali ; and having pert'ormed the duties of eve- 
ning service in the sanctuary of the Ivuauhah, proceeded to join 
the Hadjies, on Arafaut, where he remained until inidnioht. 
1 he following day,* he returned and was allow ed to take final posses- 
sion of the sacred citv. 

In the former part of Mohurrim, of the year two hundred, Hareth- 
maa led his army to the gates of Kufah ; from which, with recruited 


The 20th of June, A, D. 815, 
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powers, A])u Serraya issued oiiee more to give him battle. He was A. II. 200. 
again defeated ; and being pursued into the town by his conqueror, 
he was com])ellcd to fly from thence towards Bassorah, taking- with Taiikh 
him the pageant Mahommed, the adherents of the family, and the ^*^*^'J* 
Avhole of the troops who continued attached to his interests. On 
the banks of the Deyjelah, or Tigris, he was attacked on his march, 
and discomfited with fresh slaughter by a division of the garrison of 
anssit, detached to intercept his retreat by Ally the son of Saeid, 
the governor on the part of llarethmah. Being in the last conflict 
severely wounded, and disabled from further active hostilities, Abu 
Serravanow bent his steps in the direction of Jezzeirah ; where, in 
the city of Rauss-iil-Evne, he had, as he flattered himself, provided 
an abode against the contingencies of adverse fortune. He had how- 
ever no sooner entered the boundaries of Jezzeirah, than he found 
himself further opposed by a detachment of the troops of Hussun So- 
hel, under a commander the name of Hameid ; by whom he was 
immediately secured, and together with the whole of his followers, 
conducted in safe custody to the presence of the governor of Irak. 

At a subsequent period he was put to death by that chief; and our 
author concludes his story with the remark, that, it has been recorded, 
that no criminal was ever known to utter such violent lamentations, 
or to betray such total want of fortitude at the moment of execution, 
as this same wretched Abu Serraya. 

When it was sufficiently ascertained that nothing further was to be 
apprehended from the attempts of Abu Serraya, Ally the son of Saeid 
received the orders of llarethmah to advance from Waussit, and take 


posisession of Bassorah. At the period under consideration, Zeid the 
son of Mussa, and brother of Imaum Ally Huzza, from the frequent 
conflagrations with which he had laid waste the territory under his 
authority, surnamed Zeid-ul-Naur, Zeid the incendiary ^ continued to 
rule over that city; but was become, by his vices and intolerable 
cruelties, so completely odious to the inhabitants, that the lieutenant 
of Harethmah no sooner appeared before their gates, than they seized 
the person of their oppressor, and delivered him into the hands of 
that officer, by whom he was condemned to languish in the solitude 
of a prison* A brother of this man's, of the name of Ibrauhun, had 
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contrived about the same time to establish himself in Yemen, and by 
similar atrocities, to render himself equally detested ; having, by his 
sanguinary character acquired the appellation ofIbrauhim-ul-Jezzaur, 
Ibrauhim the butcher. 

Such also is represented to have been the conduct of Hussun-ul- 
Eftess at Mekkah, that, driven to extremity by various instances of 
oppression and insolence, either on his part or that of his officers, the 
people at last conspired to effect his destruction ; but becoming by 
some channel or other apprized of his danger, he contrived for the 
present to escape their vengeance. Distinguished for his exemplary 
piety, and unblemislird manners, Mahommed, the son of Imaum Jauf- 
fer-us-Saudek, had long since taken sanctuary, as he conceived against 
the projects of ambition, at Mekkah; and to him, when they under- 
stood that the inhabitants would no longer submit to the arbitrary pro- 
ceedings oitheirprincipal,that AbuSerraya was no longerin acondition 
to be of use to their designs, and that the house of Abbas had recovered 
its authority in Irak, the adherents ofthe race of Ally, who servmd in the 
train of IIussun-ul-Eftess, now applied themselves; and engaging to 
secure for him the allegiance ofthe people, whose resentments they had 
awakened by their misconduct, they invited him from his retirement, 
and importuned him to accept of their submission. All this he at 
first declined, alleging that no earthly consideration should ever 
prevail with him to withdraw from the service of his God : but 
instructed by the admonitions of their leader, the followers of Hus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, by repeated protestations of their sincere repentance 
for their crimes and atrocities, and by a promise of embracing the 
doctrines of his sect, at the same time that he accepted their allegiance, 
ultimately persuaded this abstinent recluse, once more to revisit the 
haunts of men ; receiving the homage not only of the troops of IIus- 
sun-ul-Eftess, but of the inhabitants of Mekkah at larare; who cotmra- 
tulated themselves on being thus unexpectedly relieved from the 
oppressions of the usurper ; who was constrained on his part to reside 
in privacy, although his son Ally was permitted to assume the man- 
agement ofaffairs under the pretended controul of Mahommed Jauffery. 

It was while these transactions took place at Mekkah that Ibrauhim- 
ul-Jezzaur succeeded in expelling Ishauk the son of Mussaof the race 
■of Abbas, from \emen: but the extruded lieutenant still continuing 
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to hover on the skirts of his province, ivas no sooner apprized that the 
inhabitants were become disaffected towards Eben-uI-Eftess and his 
ag-ents, tlian he approached that wa\% with the design of getting pos- 
session of the cit 3 \ Mahommed the son of Jauffer hastened to give 
him battle, accompanied by the son of f lussun-ul-Eftess ; but the men 
of Mekkah withholding their support from the race of the prophet, the 
troops of the house of Abbas prevailed ; their general immediately 
entered and made himselfmaster of the sacred citv, putting to the sword 
in great numbers, the adherents of the vanquished party who had the 
misfortune to fall into his hands, Mahommed the son of Jauffer, who 
had so unwisely exchansred his tranquil retreat for the precarious 
pursuits of ambition, contrived however to escape to Juddah, His 
son, or that of Ebeii-ul-Eftess, it is not clear which, was killed in tiie 
action which took place on this occasion near Mekkah ; while others 
of the partv took flight in various direcrions. Having placed tlie city 
of Mekkah in a state of sufficient security, tlie son of Alussa proceeded 
without further delay to Juddah ; where he contrived without mucli 
difficulty to get into his hands the person of the fugitive Mahommed 
who implored his protection, and was received to merev ; the success- 
ful general being satisfied to reconduct him back to Mekkah, where 
from the vestibule of tlie sanctuary (miaun-e-rokken-wo-inukaum) be 
compelled him to rcnotiace his short-lived authoritvq and in the tace 
of the public, to submit to that of El Mainun. 

In the mean time iMahommed the sonof Haruii, the brother of El 
IMamiin, and the same that succeeded to the throne of the Khalifs 
under the title of iMutassem, had been dispatched by the government 
of Irak to recover Yemen ; of which we have already seen that Ibrau- 
hiai-ul-Jezzaur had recently" made himself master. To oppose tlie 
entrance of this prince as soon as his destination was ascertained, a des- 
cendant of Aukkail the son of Abutauleb, and the brother of All\q was 
employed by El Jezzaur: and as Abu Isbauk, which was the famiiar 
appellativeof Mutassem, had in thefirstinstance proceeded to Mekk lii, 
in order to be present during the concluding ceremonies of the pilgrim- 
age, at the close oftheyeartvvo hundred, and witlithe design of continu- 
ing Ills march into Yemen at a tuture opportunity, the Aukkaiiite 
appeared with a considerable lorce at the gates of that city. But 
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being furnished with the necessary military aid, Abu Ishauk was 
immediatelysent out, by the governor of Mekkah, to give battle to the 
intruder, who was compelled to retire with shame and loss. 

Soon after he had brought the war with Abu Serraya to so fortunate 
a termination, HussunSohel had allotted to Harethmah, the gov^ern- 
nient of Damascus ; which that warlike and haughty chief disdained 
however to accept at his hands, demanding at the same time his dismis- 
sion for Khorassaun, in conformity to his original instructions; but as 
the governor of Irak persisted in opposing this design, Harethmah 
quitted Kufah without his concurrence, causing it to be intimated 
to him that he should seek an interview with his sovereign at the gates 
of his palace; there to narrate the circumstances of his own story with- 
out the interference of subordinate authority. That if it were found 
expedient to remand him to Irak, it rested with the better judgment 
of their common superior, and that he should obey without scruple. But 
that at all events he conceived it far more honorable to receive iiis 
authority from the handsof hissovereign, than from any such contempt- 
ible delegate as he considered him to be. He further discovered his 
intention of appearing at Mcru in the pride and pomp of recent victorv ; 
and at a private conference with L I ^lainun to undeceive him with res- 
pect to Irak, and to the character of IIussuii Sohel. On all these sub- 
jects the latter did not fail to advertise his brother ; who hastened on 
his part to avail himself of his influence witli U1 Mamun, to prepossess 
the mind of that prince to the disadvantage of Harethmah ; whom he 
did not scruple to accuse of having brought contempt on the authority 
or his sovereign at Baghdad, and of having employed the traitor Abu 
Serraya to bring from obscurity, and to promote with such formidable 
though transient success, the claims of the race of Fatima ; since it was 
not probable that the slave should have conceived such a design, if it 
had not been consonant to the views of his master. And lastlv, that 
after rejecting with disdain his brother’s appointment to the province 
of Syria, he was now repairing to court in defiance of the express 
commands of his sovereion. 

By these and similar representations the mind of U1 Mamun was at 
last sLiiiiciently predisposed against Harethmah ; and it was there- 
fore resolved to keep him at a distance, by confirming liis nomi» 
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»ation to the government of Damascus, to which that of Hejauz was 
now annexed ; and the necessary letters patent were accordingly dis- 
patched to meet him. Persisting however in his original design, 
Harethmah paid but little attention to these letters, and continued 
his journey to the gates of iSIeru ; which, to the sound of his kettle 
drums, and with ensigns displayed, he immediately entered without 
further ceremony, proceeding in this manner, at the head of his 
followers, through the city to the palace of U1 Mamun. Affecting 
to be surprised at the noise and tumult occasioned by his approach, 
that prince desired to be informed, whence these unauthorized 
sounds ofmilitary music? and being acquainted by his minister, in 
lano-uao-e but little calculated to soothe his resentment, that they 
proceeded from the train of Harethmah, who was coming in contempt 
of his orders to pay him a visit ; the monarch became thoroughly 
incensed, and forthwith directed that the insolent intruder should be 
broiwlit before him. The attendants proceeded accordingly, and con- 
ducted him with his hands bound to the presence of LT Mamun ; who 
accosting liimAvithan airof stern displeasure, demanded if he really pos- 
sessed the audacity thus to approach his person in immediate defiance 
of his express commands, or was he to disbelieve the evidence of his 
own senses ? and to render his insolence the more notorious, that he 
should mark his unbidden entry to the capital of his sovereign, with 
all the triumph of martial pomp? The degraded chief attempted to 
explain himself, but in this he was prevented by the attendants ; the 
foot soldiers of the Khalit’s guard being directed to beat him with 
their fists about the head and neck ; and in that state, with his nose 
demolished, and his face otherwise severely battered, he was im ne- 
diateh' dragged to his prison ; where, after languishing tor a tew d ivs, 
he was finally put to death, through the agency of Fuzzel the sou of 


Sohel. 

While the career of Harethmah Avas thus terminated at M'^ru, the 
turbulent soldiery at Baghdad proceeded to the extreme of expelling 
their governor, Hussuii Sohel, from that city, Avho was tiience driven 
to reside at Neherwaun ; Avhere, and not before, it would apjmar, 
that the captive Abu Serraya Avas now condemned to sufier death. 
Having vindicated his authority by this act of justice, he thea 
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A‘ H. 201. returned towards Baghdad ; but failing in Ins attempt to procure 
A. d'. 816 . admission, he withdrew to Medaein, with the design of proceeding 
Tarikh further towards Waussit, as he might be constrained by circumstances, 
Tebry. attempts of the refractory troops of his government. He dis- 

patched in the mean time one of his officers, Ally the son of Hash- 
aum, to conduct, in his behalf, the affairs of Baghdad ; and this person 
having obtained from his principal a promise to satisfy a demand for 
pav on the part of the army, they were content for a 
short time to submit to his authority ; but a month being suffered to 
elapse without any thing to indicate a performance of this promise, 
the soldiers mutinied afresh against this substitute of their obnoxious 
commander. They were however once more appeased by an engage- 
ment on his part to defray their expences, until such time as he should 
be furnished with a sufficient supply of treasure to discharge the 
whole of their demand. 

It was formerly stated that the insurgent Zeid-ul-Naur, of the race 
of Ally, after having exercised a temporary usurpation at Bassorah, 
to the entire disgust of the inhabitants, was by them delivered up to 
Ally the son of Saeid, who committed his person to the confinement 
of a prison. About the period of which we are now speaking, the 
the captive Zeid, however, contrived to effect his escape ; and having 
joined a brother of Abu Serraya, who wandered about the neighbor- 
hood in some sort of disguise, was encouraged, by the number of dis-r 
affected men who assembled round his standard, to the design of once 
more getting possession of Bassorah. But a force being seasonably- 
detached against him by Ally the son of Hashaum, the lieutenant 
governor of Baghdad, the design was frustrated ; the brother of Abu 
Serrava was killed in an action which took place on this occasion ; 

* and Zeid, becoming again a captive, was now conveyed to Baghdad, 

’ where he was condemned, for a short time longer, to expiate the errors 

of an hopeless ambition in the solitude of a prison. Nevertheless, 
the mutinous soldiery of that metropolis again conspiring to subvert 
the authority of their governor, broke open his prison gates, and set 
him once more at large. But instructed by recent misfortunes, he 
determined this time forever to abandon such perilous enterprises r 
and contrived toconceal himself so effectually, from these who sought 
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him for the purpose of placing him on the throne of the Khalifs in A. H. sol. 
opposition to U1 Mamfin, as to elude their most diligent inquiry. A. D. bk;. 

Thus frustrated in their intentions with respect to Zeid-ul-Naur, 
the insurgents turned their views upon Munsur the son of Mehedy, 
still residing at Baghdad as a private individual ; to whom they accord- 
ingly repaired with an ofier of the throne of the Khelaufut, and of their 
immediate allegiance. But finding that he steadily resisted every 
importunity to accept of the sovereign power, they then made him 
the proposal of assuming the government, as the lieutenant of LJl 
Mamun ; since it was their fixed determination never to submit to the 


authority of Hussun Sohel in any shape. To this Munsur yielded 
his assent, and proceeding to the exercise of his power, gave the first 
proof ot it by repeating the Khotbah in the name of U1 Mamun ; after 
which he invited Fazzel the son of Rabbeia from his secret abode at 


Baghdad, and conferred upon him the appointment ofVezzeir. 

These events produced in the mind of Hussun Sohel increasing 
apprehension. And as he conceived himself not perfectly^ safe against 
the attempt of his adversaries at Medaein, he removed without delay 
for greater security, from that place to AVaussit, half way to Bassorah 
along the Tigris. In the mean time the insurgents at Baghdad were 
no less eager to gratify, than he was to elude their revenge, and ceased 
not their importunities to be led against him. Tauher Zulyeinnein, in 
his camp before Rakkah, appears all the while to have contemplated 
these convulsions with perfect indifference, until he became apprized 
of the proceedings of the troops in favor of Munsur. He then conceived 
it expedient to dispatch, from among the troops of Khorassaun, a dis- 
tinguished captain of the name of Mahommed ben Khaled, to concert 
with that prince some determined plan of operations ; and otherwise to 
to afford him every assistance in the attack which was meditating 
against Hussun Solid. On the appearance of this new chief at Bagh- 
dad, the whole of the soldiery immediate^ collected round his person ; 
demanding that Munsur should appoint him their lieutenant general, 
for the purpose of conducting them without delay against the odious, 
and detested Hussun. Their clamours had been too frequently suc- 
cessful to be in this instance exerted in vain. Mahommed ben 


K-haledwas accordingly invested with the military command; and » 
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considerable force soon afterwards marched under his orders towards 
Waiissit. In tlie neighborhood of that city they were opposed in 
battle by the troops of Ilussun Sohel ; and their commander being 
severely wounded in the action, they were compelled with disgrace 
and loss to return to Baghdad, W’herc he expired of his w'ounds. Hav- 
ing however chosen Eissa, the son of theirdeceased general, to command 
in the room of his father, they proceeded a second time towards 
Waussit ; and w'ere again defeated with accumulated slaughter, by 
Hameid the'son of Abdul Ilameid ofTuss, employed against them at 
the head of the troops of Hussun Sohel. 

Irritated by repeated disgrace, discomfiture, and loss, the soldiers on 
their return this time to Baghdad, became still more violent in their 
clamours, urging with equal rage and impatience to be led again with- 
out delay to meet their obnoxious governor: whom, under the odious 
appellation of the magian son of a magian they announced their unal- 
terable resolution, never more to admit into authority ; whose brother 
Fazzel they proclaimed to be equally obnoxious to their choice; and 
protesting moreover, that if he was not without further delay degraded 
from the Vizzaurut, U1 Mamun himself w'as to considerthat from that 
day they had abjured his authority as Khalif. Having adopted these 
violent resolutions, they proceeded to demand that Harthem the son of 
Hauzem might be appointed Sepah-salaur, or lieutenant general, by 
whom they were conducted once more to the gates of W aussit ; Hameid 
theTussite being again employed to oppose him on the part of Hussun 
Sohel, w'hile A^aheya the son of Ally the Mahanite w as dispatched by 
Munsur to take possession of Medaein. 

But the sutferings of the inhabitants of Baghdad had now again 
reached that point, beyond w hich there Avas no further endurance. A 
licentious banditti had re-established its uncontrolable sway in that 
unhappy city; the women, the slaves, the property of the inhabitants 
of every rank and description, had oncemore become the prey of robbers 
and outlaws, w ho regarded neither the authority of Munsur, nor of any 
other person ; and the efforts of the few honest and well disposed 
individuals, who united to check the excesses of these unprincipled 
depredators, having failed in the application, this wretched metro- 
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f)olis was abandoned, for another season, to the dominion of civil a. H. 201. 
discord, and of every species of outrage and atrocity. A. D. a ic. 

The troubles which afflicted the province of Irak were, however, Tunkli 
destined at last to reach the ears of U1 Mamun ; but the source from 
which they sprung was concealed from him, as sedulously as ever, 
by his artful and ambitious minister. Instead of ascribing the evil 
where it was due, to the general, and determined aversion of the people 
to the government of his brother, the Yezzeir continued to impress his 
sovereign with a belief, that it entirely originated in the projects perpe- 
tually renewed by the persecuted race of Ally ; of whom, he asserted 
there was not a city in the empire, in which some individual had not 
started up, to vindicate the claims of his family. On the basis of such 
a representation, the Khalif, after long deliberating on the subject, 
ultimately decided on adopting the following expedient. It was 
resolved betwixt him and his minister, that some one should be imme- 
diately sought of the lineage of Ally, whose piety and wisdom should 
be already acknowledged throughout the limits of Isslam; whose life 
should have been unpolluted by the vanities of human ambition; and 
whose superior claims should be universally admitted by the whole 
race. This distinguished individual when discovered, it was then 
determined to conduct into Khorassaun, to be immediately proclaimed 
successor to the throne of the Khalit’s, on the demise of L I Mamun ; 
in such a manner as to convince the whole race that on the death of that 
prince, the sovereign power should descend, without failure, from the 
house of Abbas to that of Ally. An expedient by which it was hoped 
to unite the whole family in the interests of Cl Mamun, and of this 
their lineal representative ; and finally to appease those commotions 
with which they had so often disturbed the tranquillity of the Mahom- 
medan government. 

In prosecution of this plan, the inquiry was set on foot without further 
delay; and the selection resting upon Huzza, the eighth Imaum, 
now residing at Baghdad, (and the brother asit would appearofZeid-ul- 
Naur, though of a character perfectly the reverse) it was finally deter- 
mined, between the Khalif and his minister, that he should be immedi- 
ately brought from Irak, and declared successor to the empire on the 
death of 11 Mamun ; and that the latter should proceed, without delay. 
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to introduceamonghlssubjectsthedoctrinesoftheSheiahSjCallingupon 
them to acknowledge thelmaumut, or pontificate, in the descendantsof 
Ally and Fatima ; in the hope that the plots and conspiracies, which had 
been hitherto directed against the reigning power, might be banished 
the land, and that the disaffected might be at length permanently recon- 
ciled to the authority of U1 Mamun. It may perhaps appear extraor- 
dinary that, when the matter became thus finally arranged, Fazzcl 
conceived it no longer necessary to disguise from his master, that the 
seditious and turbulent spirit, on so many recent occasions exhibited 
by the troops of Baghdad, had in truth its origin in their rooted 
aversion to the government of his brother Hussun ; neither does it 
appear less unaccountable, that such a discovery should have produced 
no sort of change in the resolutions of U1 Mamun ; unless indeed the 
plan is to be considered altogether as a matter of political expediency, 
to answer the purposes of the moment, and to be adhered to, or aban- 
doned, just as the occasion might eventually require. 

Be this however as it may, Rudjai the son of Zohauk, a maternal 
uncle of U1 Mamun’s, accompanied by a confidential domestic of the 
name of Tumauss, w as dispatched to conduct Ally Ruzza from Bagh- 
dad to Meru ; whilst U1 Mamun hastened on his part to publish through 
that city, the rights of the Sheiahs, or adherents of Ally ; proclaiming 
at the same time, that after himself the Khelaufut was to devolve in 
full sovereignty toAlly theson ofMussa; that he was to beconsidered in 
the immediate exerciseof the sacred functions of thelmaumut ; and that 
it was no longer law ful to molest with injurious persecutions the man 
w ho, in himself, and in his illustrious predecessors, had already suffered 
too grievously, from the oppressiv'e policy of the houses ofOmmeyah 
and Abbas. That, w ith acknowledged justice on the side of his new 
found collegue, circumstances W'hich he could not controul had alone 
precluded him from an immediate abdication in his fav'or ; but as heir 
apparent, and successor to the Khelaufut, next after himself, and to the 
entire exclusion of his own offspring, he now solemnly nominated the 
same Ally the son of Mussa, by the title of Urruzza, of the race of 
Mahommed ; further demanding for him, and for his son Mahommed 
Tekky after him, the allegiance of the people. Togive the utmost 
apparent solidity to these arrangements, U1 Mamun on the subsequent 
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arrival of the two princes at Meru, bestowed upon Ally Ruzza the hand 
of his eldest daughter Omm-e-Habeib, and that of his youngest, Omm- 
ul-Fazzel, upon the youthful Mahommed: and lastly, the black banner, 
and uniform of the house of Abbas, which he stigmatized as the livery 
of the infernal regions, was laid aside for the more lively creen of the 
race ofFatima; which he recommended, as the decoration of the inmates 
of interminable bliss. In these several changes, the minister Fazzel was 
directed to circulate, to every city of the empire, letters demanding 
the concurrence of the inhabitants at large; and publicly announcing, 
that on the demise of U1 Mamun, the throne of the Khalifs was to 
descend without reserve to Ally Ruzza, and after him, in succession, to 
his son Mahommed, or such of the posterity of Ally as might be found 
mostworthyof the exalted charge: the reigning sovereign being, in these 
letters, represented to have merely restored to the legitimate claimant 
the unquestionable rights of the prophet’s family, from a decided con- 
viction of their superiority to those of his own, in whatever point 
examined. 

In obedience to the instructions convevedto him on this occasion, 
II ussun Sohel, who still resided at Waussit, proceeded to exact from 
the troops of that dependency, an engagement to abide by the plan of 
succession thus recently established by their sovereign : and similar 
instructions being at the same time expedited, to Zulyemnein before 
Rakkah, to Mosside, and Jezzeirah, and to all the cities of Syria and 
Hejauz, the agitations which had been so long kept on foot, by the ad- 
herents of the race of Ally and Fatima, appear to have been at once 
laid at rest, to the very remotest limits of the empire. 

Previous to the arrival of his dispatches, it is however observed, 
that Ilussun Sohel had contrived to accommodate his diflercnces with 
the refractory garrison of Baghdad, by according to a demand of six 
months gratuity; it being agreed on their part, that Munsur should 
relinquish his authority, and return to a private station, and that Eissa 
the son of Mahommed, should preside over the city as the delegate of 
II ussun. But the treaty, by which these differences had been recon- 
ciled, was scarcely closed, when a most violent fermentation among 
the soldiery was afresh excited by the letters from his principal, which 
were communicated by the lieutenant of Baghdad ; calling upon the 
inhabitants to pledge themselves in support of the new order or sue- 
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cession; and immediately to adop.t, in their standards and apparel, the 
green livery of the Seyeds, or race of Fatima. With the ordinary 
clamour, the troops protested that while the rights of the house of 
Abbas possessed, with them, such an indubitable preference, the 
arrangements which violated those rights should never have their 
concurrence; and the whole of the family residing at Baghdad being 
then assembled, a resolution was adopted without delay, to abjure 
the authority of U1 Mamun ; and to raise to the Khelaufut in his 
stead, some other individual of the race of Abbas, less prodigal of the 
interests of his blood. With these views the malcontents hastened 
with an offer of the imperial dignity to Munsur the son of Mehedy ; 
but that chief steadily declining their offer, they appeared with the 
same proposal at the gate of his brother Ibrauhim, who was, without 
much difficulty led to coincide with their views ; alleging, as the 
motive of his compliance, his entire disapprobation of any measure of 
U1 Maraun’s, which went to transfer from his own kindred the rights 
of the Khelaufut. On the next ensuing Friday, the troops of Bagh- 
dad in conjunction with theBcnni x\bbas, assembled together in the 
principal mosque of the city ; where, from the pulpit of the Imaiimut, 
Ibrauhim publicly pronounced that U1 Mamun was deposed from 
his authority ; and reciting the Ivhotbah in his own name, proceeded 
to demand for himself the allegiance of the people: an event, which is 
here recorded to have taken place, when three days were yet unex- 
pired of the month of Zilhudje, of the year two hundred and one.* 
We are now, with one slight exception which will occur hereafter, 
and with considerable regret, compelled to take leave of our instructive 
guide, the Persian translator and continuator of the Tarikh Ttbry, of 
which, the author of these pages has not the good fortune to possess 
more than the first volume, terminating with the death of Ul Mamun ; 
a period to which the reader is abruptly conveyed by a transit of at least 
seventeen years : and of which, bating the single article of the nomina- 
tion of Mutassem to succeed to the Khelaufut, notwithstanding the 
deceitful formality of prior arrangements, the events are passed over in 
total silence. This chasm it becomes our object, as far as possible, 
to supply from the abridged testimony of more modern authorities. 


»Julj 15th, A. D. 817, 
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HaxMng- assumed the functions of the Khelaiifut at Baghdad, in the 
manner just related, Ibrauhim employed considerable exertion to make 
himself master of Irak ; and, being triumphant in a variety of actions 
in which he was engaged with the troops ofHussun Sohel,he succeeded 
at last in rendering his power respectable, if not formidable. These 
untoward events could not however be entirely concealed from UI 
Mamun ; and lie ventured at last to interrogate his minister rather 
closely, as to the nature of that authority which had been assumed 
by Ibrauhim. The reply which he received from Zul-reiaussetein was 
that, to give it the most unfavorable construction that such a circum- 
stance could bear, the people had merely raised him to the subordi- 
nate government, without the smallest design upon the Khelaiifut^ 
or sovereign dignity. 

The power of Ibrauhim had nevertheless been too firmly established 
at Baghdad ; and the extent of the evil being thus treacherously 
concealed from his master by Zul-reiaussetein, Imaum Ally Ruzza 
obtained with L I 2\lamiin a private conference ; at which he disclosed 
to him in detail the nature of those occurrences, which from first to 
last had taken place both in Irak and Ilcjauz, unrler the odious admin- 
istration of Ilussun Sohol ; and having described without reserve the 
magnitude of Ibrauhim"^ usurpation, wdiich embraced, as he said, the 
design of contending for the sceptre of the Khalifs, he further an- 
nounced to Ul Alikinun, that these dangerous facts had been withheld 
from his knowledge, by Tazzel, through the treasonable suggestions, 
and to screen the incapacity, and misconduct of his brother Hussun, 
It was therefore upon this disclosure that Ul Mamun, in the early part 
of the year two hundred and two, suddenly proceeded for Baghdad. 
On his arrival at Sirkhess, the next town of importance between 
Meru and Neyshapur, he contrived to liberate himself from the 
inauspicious influence ofZulreiaussetein. This chief, although be 
had, by his skill in astrology, long since discovered that he was to 
lose his life between fire and water, is here accused of presuming 
nevertheless to conceive that the arrangements of eternal destiny were 
to be eluded by the precautions of human foresight. He was how- 
ever, as was far from being unusual, probably left in the dark as to 
the precise circumstances which such an ambiguous prognostic was 
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A. H- 202. designed to indicate ; until one day, aftei’he had been indulging him* 
A. D. 817- self in the luxurious lassitude of a warm bath, he was attacked by four 
Kliolaussut- assassins, who watched his exit, and instantly put him to death ; 
Bl-akhbaur. occurred without any very forced construction, that, the 

steam of the bath being produced by the combined operation of fire 
and water, he had been pretty accurately forewarned of his destiny. 
U1 Mamun did not fail to express the utmost concern and astonish- 
ment at the perpetration of the deed, although shrewdly suspected of 
having authorized it bv his own instructions; and the strictest orders 
were immediately issued for the apprehension of the murderers. They 
were accordingly secured shortly afterwards, and brought before the 
offended monarch ; who demanded, with apparent indignation, the 
motives which had actuated them in the commission of this atrocious 
act of guilt ? and they presumed to admonish him in reply, as he 
feared the wrath of an avenging God, to recollect that the deed had 
•originated in his owm express commands ! they were, notwithstand- 
ing, consigned to the sword of the executioner, and their heads trans- 
mitted, in proof of the KhaliTs abhorrence of the act, to HussunSohel. 

Tarikh It is observed in a work of considerable respectability, that the rul- 
guzeidah, Jng ambition of Fazzel was to emulate the fame of Abu Mosslem ; 

whose services to the reigning family, he arrogantly averred to have 
been far surpassed by his own. A person to whom he uttered this 
boast, having ventured to remark, that he seemed to have forgotten, 
that instead of a simple change from one brother to another, the Mcr- 
ouzite claimed the superior merit of wresting the Khelaufut, from a 
dinasty in the vigor of its power, and of transferring it entire to the 
bouse of Abbas; Fazzel replied that if he was permitted to live, he 
would, in that respect also, endeavour to surpass the renown of Abd 
Mosslem. To the operation of this sentiment have accordingly been 
ascribed the measures which led U1 Mamun, as we have recently seen, 
to establish Ally Ruzza in the line of succession, to the immediate 
exclusion of his own blood. 


Kholaussut- 

Ul-aklibaur. 


L I Mamun proceeded, however, on his march to Tiisse; where, 
during a repose of some days afforded to the army, and either through 
the atrocious contrivance of that monarch, as was formerly noticed, or 
through the infirmities of nature, Ally Ruzza, perhaps very oppor*' 
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iuTlely, quitted the stage of life, in the course of the year two hundred 
and three. Having acquitted himself of the last solemnities to the de- 
parted Imaum, U1 Mamun again resumed his march for Baghdad. 

In the mean time a derangement of intellect, or melancholy, having 
seized upon Hussun Sohel, his family conceived it expedient to lay 
him in fetters, and to take charge of his government. About the 
same crisis the people of Baghdad, apprized of the assassination of 
Zulreiaussetein, of the death of Ally Ruzza, and of the approach of 
U1 Mamun, and evincing a disposition to return to their allegiance, 
Ibrauhim the son of Mchedy penetrated into their designs, and sea- 
sonably disappeared on the second day after the festival of Zilhudje;* 
when U1 Mamun was already arrived within a short distance of the 
metropolis, which that monarch entered shortly afterwards without 
opi)osition, in the commencement of the year two hundred and four, 
Taher Zulyemnein, whose services were still engaged before Rakkah, 
embraced the opportunity of repairing to the presence of U1 Mamun, 
from whom he experienced a favorable and distinguished reception ; 
and he appears to have exerted his influence on this occasion to pre- 
vail upon the Khalif to resume the sable robes, and badges, of the 
house of xVbbas. 

In the course of two hundred and five, Zulyemnein was dispatched 
by U1 iMainun to take charge of the government of Khorassann ; by 
which was laid the foundation of the power subsequently exercised 
in that great province by the race of Taher. The year following, 
Fazzel the son of Rabbeia, here said to have lived in concealment 
ever since the death of LT iVmein, ventured to quit bis retreat; and 
became an object of clemency and compassion with U1 Mamun. He 
did not, however, long survive his pardon, as his death is the only 
circumstance recorded under the year two hundred and seven. 

Nasser the son of Shebeib continued to give employment to the 
troops under Abdullah Taher, who had been left by his father to pro- 
secute the siege of Rakkah, until the year two hundred and nine; 
when the insurgent, on terms of pardon and indemnity, ventured to 
gurrender his person to the besieger : by whom he was conveyed t« 

* Twelfth of Zilhudje, corresponding to the ninth of June, A. D. 81^, 
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the presence of U1 Mamun, and he became also a distinguished proof 
of the mild and clement disposition of that prince. At this period 
U1 Mamun took for his consort Buran, or Turan, the daughter of Hus- 
sun Sohel, then residing at Femm-ul-Sellah ; the nuptials being 
solemnized with indescribable magnificence by the father. In the 
courseof two hundred and ten, the dethronedlbrauhimthesonofMehe- 
dv, wandering about the streets of the metropolis in the disguise of a 
woman, was apprehended by the patrole, and conveyed to the presence 
ofUl Mamun ; who, aiter exposing him in his disgraceful attire to the 
ridicule of the court, had however the magnanimity to bestow upon 
him otherwise the full remission of his offences.* 

The year following is recorded as that in which U1 Mamun evinced 
a disposition favorable to that heretical dactrine, which denies to the 
Koran the authority of divine revelation ; and in the course of two 
hundred and twelve he proceeded, by a severe persecution of his peo- 
ple, to enforce the acknowledgement, that this inass of occasional 
effusions, w'as no more than the offspring of creation, or human 
invention. But, as if a mark of conspicuous reprobation was tlie 
immediate result, of an opinion alleged so impious on the part of the 
Khalif, he found it expedient during the same year to dispatch a 
considerable force into Azerbaijaun, under Mahommed the son of 
Hameid, the Tussite ; to suppress the insurrection of Baubek Khor- 
remdein, an infidel, or atheistical miscreant, as he is here denomi- 
nated, who had revived in that province the licentious doctrines of 
the impostor Mutdek ; of which, if the same that prevailed in the 
time of Kobad the father of Noushirvaun, the prominent principle 
was that of universal equality, or at any rate, of an equal and common 
paiiicipation in all property. After sustaining a variety of contlicts 
with him, the iNlahomedan general was ultimately defeated and killed 
during the year two hundred and fourteen; whence this new impostor 
w as sufiered to continue his unbridled atrocities against the profession 
ol IssJam, until a period long subsequent to the death of U1 Mamun, 


* Tlie beizure of the island of Crete by the Spanish piratical Arabs, mentioneh by 
Oibbon, nm t have occurred about the 2U8th of the Hidjciah, although uuaoticcd by ihe 
Persian historian. 
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The two succeeding years seem to have furnished nothing of impor- 
tance to the record of history, since we are conveyed at once to the 
year two hundred and seventeen ; in which Ul Mamun proceeded to 
nominate his brother Mutassem, his successor to the throne of the 
Khalifs ; though his own son Abbas was now living, and survived him 
for many, years. This act of succession was made known by letters, 
circulated throughout the empire, demanding the allegiance of the 
people for Mutassem. 

It is sufficiently authenticated,* that towards the conclusion of his 
life and reign, Ul Mamun was engaged in a religious war upon the 
territories of the Greek emperor, Theophilus, the son of Michael the 
stammerer ; during which he his here said to have wrested from that 
monarch not less than fourteen places of considerable strength and 
importance. On his return from a last successful expedition, he had 
encamped by the side of a delightful stream, in the conquered terri- 
tory, to which the oriental writers have given indifferently the name 
of Bezbezun and Bedbedun ; but which, from its vicinity to the city of 
Tarsus in Cilicia, and the alleged coldness of its waters, it will per- 
haps not be an overstrained conjecture to identify with the river 
Cydnus. It was in the season of the vintage, when most species of 
fruit, and particularly dates, were arrived at maturity; and the mon- 
arch was debating with his attendants what would afford the greatest 
relish to the delicious stream which ran at their feet, when he expressed 
his preference for a marmalade of dates. Before the conversation was 
at an end, the approach of some camels was announced, and Ul Ma- 
mun directed one of his domestics to inquire what they had brought; 
because relays of camels had been established all the way to Baghdad 
for the daily conveyance of intelligence, and of fruit, and other articles 
for the Khalit’s use. The domestic immediately returned with two 
baskets of ripe dates, which he laid before his sovereign ; who agree- 
ably surprised by the apparently felicitous coincidence, indulged 
himself to an imprudent excess, in alternately regaling upon the 
fruit, and the chilling waters of the stream. In consequence of this 
imprudent indulgence, the Khalif was seized on the first day of the 
month of Rudjub, of the year two hundred and eighteen, with a 
* Tarikh Tebry, Kholaussut-ui-akiilaur, 
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violent fever; of which, on the seventeenth of the same month,* hfr 
expired, at the age of forty-eight, having reigned sole monarch of 
Issl^m, calculating from the death ofUl Amein, for a period of nine- 
teen solar years, ten months, and six days. His body was conveyed 
to the city of Tarsus, and there committed to the earth, by Mutassem ; 
who performed the last solemn duties over the grave of his brother. 

Of U1 Mamun, we are told that he was of a swarthy complexion, 
and middling stature ; that of the Khalifs of the house of Abbas, he 
was esteemed the most clement, modest, learned and liberal ; that he 
far surpassed them all in the attainments of science ; in the depart- 
ments of which, and in logic and arithmetic, geometry and astronomy 
in particular, he bears the reputation of having expended three hun- 
dred thousand dinaurs,-]- in translating the works of the ancient phil- 
osophers from Syriac, or most probably from Greek, into Arabic ; but it 
is observed by the author of the Tarikh guzeidah, in abatement of this 
unqualified eulogy, that his disavowal, or disbelief of the divine origin 
of the Koran, having drawn upon him the displeasure of his creator, 
he was cut short by the hand of death, in the midst of his unhallowed 
designs to unhinge the sacred principles of Isslam ; such having uni- 
formly been the fate of all those princes who, at whatever periods, may 
have manifested similar purposes of innovation. 

Ul Mutassem, or Miatessem b’lllah Mahommed Abfi Ishauk, 
the son of Harun, eighth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Although the destination of this prince to succeed him in the Khe- 
laufut, had been announced with sufficient publicity by Ul Mamun, 
the latter was no sooner known to have quitted the stage of life, than 
a disposition was evinced, by certain turbulent and factious individuals, 
as our author is pleased to designate them, in favor of the natural 
claims of his son Abbas ; whom they accordingly prepared to elevate to 
the throne of his father. This design was however defeated by the 
vigilance of Mutassem, who contriving to bring the young prince to 
a conference, drew from him his pledge of allegiance ; a declaration 
that he had absolutely resigned the Khelaufut to his uncle ; and an 
admonition to his adherents to recede from the absurd and presumptu- 

* Corresponding with the 6th of August, 833. 

At the lowest computation about ^137,o00l, 
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ous plans which they seemed to have in agitation. At all events, Mu- 
tassem proceeded shortly afterwards to Baghdad, and there, without 
obstacle, on the first of Ramzaun*oftheyear two hundred and eighteen, 
seated himself in undisturbed possession of the sovereign authority. 

The earliest object which, on his accession to power, appears to have 
employed the attention of the new Ivhalif,wasthe reduction to their duty 
of the inhabitants of Hamadaun and Isfahaun, great numbers of whom 
had avowed the doctrines of Baubek Khorremdein ; and his general 
Ishauk the son of Ibrauhim the Mussaubite proceeding accordingly to 
that quarter, put to the sword near sixty thousand of the schismatics. 

In the beginning of the second Juinmaudy of the year two hundred 
and twenty, j" the archfanatic was himself attacked in Azerbayjaun, 
by Heyder the son of Kawass, one of the nobles of Transoxiana, 
and another chief of the name of Aukshein, dispatched against him 
by INI utassem ; and, after having sustained several previous conflicts, 
was ultimately defeated with greatslaughter to his misguided followers. 
The same year, Mutassem was engaged in constructing the city of Ser- 
menrai, better known by the name of Saumerah, at a spot then called 
Katul, about eighty;}; or a hundred miles, above Baghdad on the Tigris, 
to which he finally transferred the seat of his government. For this 
the following reason has been assigned by our author. The Khalif 
had been unfortunately led into a favorite planofpurchasing, and enter- 
taining abody of Turkish or Tartar slaves; whose increasing numbers, 
and licentious behaviour became so obnoxious and irksome to the 
inhabitants of Baghdad, that they at last complained to their sovereign 
of the insolence of these mercenaries : and at once to indulge without 
interruption in the prosecution of a favorite plan, and to relieve himself 
from the troublesome reroonstrancesofhispeople, Mutassem resolved on 
the foundation of a new metropolis, fixing on the spot on which he imme- 
diately proceeded to build the city of Saumerah ; bv the side ot a rivulet 
called the Katuly, which probably at that place flows into the Tigris. 
It is further said§ that the mount on which he erected his palace in 
the new city, was formed of the saddle bags of his household cavalry, 
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filled up with earth: and that this city extended in time to the distance 
ofseven Farsangs along the Tigris, irom the greater to the lesser bridge. 

In the course of the year two hundred and twenty two,* having sus- 
tained a total and shameful defeat froinAukshein the Khalit’s general 
in Azerbayjaun, the impostor Baubek with the remnant of his followers, 
fled towards Armenia. The flight of the impostor happened to lead 
him through the neighborhood of a certain castle, of which Sohul 
the son of Sembaut, an officer of the Greek empire, was governor. 
Apprized that the fugitive was encamped in the neighborhood, thischief 
hastened to visit him ; and overloading him with professions of zeal and 
hospitality, ultimately prevailed upon him to take up his abode in the 
castle. Here he was at first royally entertained; but hishostproceeding 
without ceremony to partake of the repast which was served up on his 
arrival, the impostor, not yet sufficiently humbled by misfortune, 
haughtily demanded if he conceived himself in any way qualified to 
eat with a person of his exalted station ? Suddenly starting upon his 
feet, Sohul affected to apologize for the error, into which he pretended 
to have been betrayed by a forgetfulness of the princely rank of his 
illustrious guest. Then calling for a smith, he requested that his ma- 
jesty would be pleased to stretch out his feet ; and as resistance was 
in vain, a massy pair of fetters was immediately fastened to his legs 
and the wretched fugitive was thus sent to meditate in a dungeon, on 
the horrors of his situation. A message was now dispatched to 
announce this fortunate seizure to Aukshein ; and an officer of trust 
w ith an escort of four thousand horse, being immediately ordered by 
that general into Armenia, to convey to his encampment the wretched 
impostor and his betrayer, he had the satisfaction soon afterwards to see 
them both conducted in safety to his presence. Having bestowed 
upon Sohul every possible mark of kindness, and acknowledgement for 
the important service rendered to his sovereign, Aukshein proceeded 
in charge of his captive towards Saumerah, the present metropolis of 
the empire. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Saumerah, Mutassem determined 
to give to the disgrace and discomfiture of this archfanatic, the utmost 
possible notoriety ; and he w'as accordingly conducted into themetropo* 

• A.D. 886-7, 
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lis, riding upon an elephant, conspicuous to the view of the inhabitants, 
every description of whom having been directed by the Khalif to meet 
him on his approach. He was put to death on the day of his entrance 
into Saiimerah, some time in the course of the year two hundred and 
twenty three. The historian concludes his circumscribed account 
of the impostor Baubek Khorremdein, by relating that a person, who 
had served him as executioner, being asked how many individuals 
he had cut otF in the exercise of his profession, coldly replied that 
he w'as only one of ten employed by the schismatic in that capacity ; 
of the number of unfortunates, who had sutTered under the hands of 
his collegues, he could therefore not pretend to determine ; but for 
his own part, he could acknowledge the execution of twenty thousand 
persons. 

During the same year, the two hundred and twenty third of the 
nidj erah, Kayssar (the Greek eiuperor Theophilus, son of Michael the 
stammerer) led his troops to the siege of Betrah, the obscure town of 
Sozopetra in Syria so called by the orientals, and the birth place of 
Mutassem, according to Mr. Gibbon. The Greek prince succeeded 
in the reduction of the place, and conveyed multitudes of the inhabi- 
tants into captivity. Apprized of the irruption, of the insolence, 
according to our author, of the Christian monarch, Mutassem marched 
into Anatolia at the head of a numerous and powerful army ; his 
general Aukshein being detached in advance with a considerable 
body of troops. This advanced guard appears to have been attacked 
by the Constantinopolitan, l)Ut succeeded in repulsing its assailants 
with great slaughter. The Khalif now united his troops to the divi- 
sion of Aukshein, and soon afterwards appeared before Amuriah ; or 
Amorium in Phrygia, the birth place of the father of Theophilus, as 
we also learn from Mr. Gibbon. The city was besieged and captured, 
and thirty thousand of the followers, or subjects of Ca'sar, were put 
to the sword. Of the siege of this place, on the authority of the 
Christian Abu/farage, we derive some further particulars, from the 
p n of the same eloquent and interesting historian of the decline and 
fall cf Roman grandeur. 

At this crisis, Mutassem was exposed to extreme danger from a form- 
idable C( nspiracy among his principal officers, Rom which he however 
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A. TT. 25S. esc^ipecl by the seasonable disclosures of one of the accomplices* 
A, D. B38, Conceiving a disgust at the behaviour of Auksheia and Ashbaus, 
Kholaussut- probably the captains of the Turkish mercenaries, and who 

ulaklibaun been promoted to the highest dignities of the empire, the com- 
manders of the national force, resolved on placing Abbas the son of 
Mamun, on the throne of the Khalifs ; and for that purpose laid wait 
for an opportunity to assassinate Mutassem, and the two obnoxious 
foreigners. Fortunately, before the design could be carried into exe- 
cution, Abbas, the unhappy instrument of their intrigues, was at the 
same time seized and imprisoned, and soon afterwards perished, by a 
method somewhat singular. Ilis guards having suffered him to gorge 
himself with an immoderate quantity of food, unexpectedly refused 
to supply him with a drop of water to allay his thirst ; of which, 
accordingly, and in the utmost misery, he shortly afterwards expired. 
Not long subsequent to these events, Mutassem returned to Saunlerah. 

In the course oFthe succeeding year, Mauziaur tho tributary chief, 
or prince of Tebristaun, was betrayed into hostilities against the 
authority of Mutassem by the evil counsels of Aiikshein. This latter 
had it seems cast his aspiring views on the government of Khorassaun ; 
and abrother of Zulyeinnein’s, of the nameof llussun, was detached on 
the part of Abdullah Taher, to reduce the refractory chief, whose per- 
son, after considerable difficulty and exertion, hesucceededin securing; 
and he was, without much delay, conducted to the presence of Mutas- 
sem. To that prince he endeavoured to palliate his conduct, by 
ascribing his recent rebellion to the artful practices of Aiikshein. The 
discovery did not however rescue him from the sword of the executi- 
oner. Neither did the treacherous Aukshein escape the punishment 
of his malignant designs. He was immediately thrown into prison, 
and there taken otfby poison, some time in the year two hundred and 
twenty six : his body, after an ignominious exposure of several days 
on a gibbet, being burnt to ashes by the direction of Mutassem. 

We are now brought to the death of Mutassem ; which after an ill- 
ness of several weeks, took place in the former Rebbeia, of the year 
two hundred and twenty-seven.* This prince has been particularly 
designated the octonary Khaleifah; not only because he ivas the eighth 
jnonarcii of this dinasty, but from the following remarkable coincU 

Latter eud of December A. D. B41, 
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dencies. He was the in descent from Abbas; his reign was 

distinguished by eight important victories ; eight sons of sovereign 
princes were enrolled in his service; he was master of thousand 

male, and the same number of female slaves ; he was the proprietor of 
eighty thousand horses ; he had eight sons, and eight daughters ; he 
left in his coffers a treasure of eight millions of dinaurs* in gold, and 
c/g/i/cen millions of dirhems I in silver ; and lastly, he lived co the 
age of forty-eight, and according to some authors, enjoyed the Khe« 
laufut for a period of lunar years, eight months, and eight days. 
In solar reckoning we find however, that from the death of Cl Mamun, 
he possessed the sovereign poM er for eight years, four mouths, and 
four, or five and twenty days. 

As an instance of the singular strength of arm of tins monarch, it is 
stated, that he would hold a sheep in each hand, while his attendants 
flayed them alive ; and as a proof of his zeal for the glory of Isslam, 
although in other respects not scrupulously orthodox, our annalist^ 
on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, has ascribed the Avar in 
which he was engaged Avith the Greek emperor of Constantinople, to 
the following circumstance. A ^Nlahommedan female, one of his sub- 
jects, having fallen into the hands of one of the Greek soldiers, (perad- 
ventur.c at the capture of Sozopetra, as mentioned by Mr. Gibbon) 
invoked, in the anguish of misfortune, the name of Mutassem. run 
JSlutusscmah ! } the soldier, seolling at the idea, advised her while she 
was ahoiit it, to add to her prayer that Mutassem would come to her 
relief, mounted on his pye-bald charger. This sarcasm being con- 
veyed to Mutassem by one ofhis emissaries, he solemnly swore that 
no other object on earth should divert his attention, until he had 
redressed the injuries of this insulted female. x\ccordingly, although 
in the heart of winter, he led a powerful army immediately into the 
territories of the emperor of the east ; and h iving signally triumphed 
over the troops of that prince, finally succeeded in disclnirgiiig the 
obligation ofhis vow, by restoring to freedom the unfortunate captive, 
who was the object of it. It is further stated, that on this triumphant 
occasion, the army of Mutassem, to the number one hundred and 
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thirty thousand men, were mounted entirely on party coloured, or 
pye-bald horses ; thus multiplying the terrors of his presence a hundred 
and thirty thousand fold, in the apprehensions of the insulters of his 
name and nation. 

We shall lastly observe, that although a rank schismatic in his reli- 
gious opinions, being a violent disclaimer of the divine origin of the 
Koran, Mutassem has, by some writers, been, notwithstanding extol- 
led as a wise and politic prince, eminent for his providence, regularity, 
and valour ; and yet it is acknow ledged, that the dangerous practice, 
which he introduced of embodying the Tartar slaves, became ulti- 
mately, through the insolence and licentious behaviour of those 
detested mercenaries, oneleading cause of detaching the Maliommedan 
people from their respect and allegiance to the authority of their law'- 
ful sovereigns, and at a period long subsequent, of subverting the throne 
of the Khelaufut. The office of Vezzeir to this prince was executed 
by Mahommed the son of Abdulinelek ul Zeyaut — the oil merchant. 
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U L Wathek, or Wauthek B’illah,* Abu Jauffcr TIaiiin, ttio a. II. 2 - 27 . 

son of Mutassem, on the day of his father’s death, and in coni’or- t)- 
inity with thearrangementsothis will, invested his brows with the diadem Klx'lini'.-ut- 
of the Khelaufut; and proceeded to surpass the zeal of both fatlier 
and uncle, in promoting the advancementof schism, and in persecuting 
the advocates of orthodoxy. In consequence of this hostility to the 
faith of his ancestors, the only event of his reign which our author has 
thought worthy of particular, or circumstantial record, is the conspir- 
acy set on foot at Baghdad, which had now ceased to be considered as 
the metropolis of the Khalifs, in favor of Ahmed the son of Nasser, 
son of Melek the Khozzaite ; whose merit as a traditionist had obtained 
for him the most exalted respect among sincere believers of every des- ''VaeTiiFK, 
cription. A powerful party among the inhabitants had pledged them- 
selves tosupport his pretensions; and Ahmed with thechiefsof the con- ba^, 
spiracy had fixed upon a particular night on which their drums should 
strike up, as a signal to rise against the government. The whole plan 
was however totally disconcerted by the folly and precipitation of 
some of its abettors ; who in a fit of inebriety gave the alarm signal some 
nights previous to that which had been determined on ; and the con- 
spiracy having thus prematurely exploded, the design was more fully 
discovered to the lieutenant of Baghdad by one of the guards of the 
police; Avho had either enrolled himself among the conspirators, or by 
some means or other become acquainted with their views. Ahm<'d 
and his principal adherents were immediately secured, and the ntxt 
day conducted in irons to Saumeiah. It is further said, that being 
there conveyed to the presence or Ubmthek, that monarch first re- 
quired of Ahmed to embrace the dociriues oi the schismatics; and on 
his refusal, struck otf his head with his own hand. 

^ I>ti gritua coalidcus. 
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Labouring under the effects of a dropsical complaint, brought on by 
intemperance, it was prescribed to U1 Wauthek by his physicians, to- 
wards the concluding period of life, that he should seat himself in a 
hot stove, or oven, as soon after the embers should have been withdrawn, 
as it should be endurable. The experiment is said to have been at- 
tended with singular success ; but finding such unlooked-for, and 
unexpected relief, the monarch was not to be satisfied without a fur- 
ther application of the remedy, with a more violent degree of heat. In 
this he was obeyed ; and perceiving, when too late, that it was beyond 
his endurance, he beckoned to be taken out of the stove, and expired 
on the same day ; in the latter part of Zilhudje, of the year two hun- 
dred and thirty-two,* at the premature age of six and thirty; and after 
exercising, according to the expression of the original, a power repug- 
nant to the orthodox principles oflsslam,for the period of five years, 
seven months, and some days, Mahommed the son of Abdulinelek- 
ul-Zeyaut, continued in the exercise of the Vizzaurut during the reign 
of this prince ; whom, notwithstanding his recent ambiguous expres- 
sions, our author acknowledges to have borne the character of a just 
and equitable sovereign, universally applauded for his liberal, and 
bountiful disposition. 

We must add moreover, on the testimony of another writer, that 
U1 Wauthek distinguished himself in a particular manner by his 
patronage of the unfortunate race of Ally ; of whom it is said, that, 
during the period of his government, not a single person was suffered 
to remain in a state of indigence; that he surpassed in all the learning 
of his age, and in the powers of elocution ; and that he was so skilful 
a performer in music, as to excite the admiration and envy of the 
acknowledged and most eminent masters of the profession. Lastlv» 
as a proof of his humane and liberal spirit, it is recorded that the 
suburb of Baghdad called Kirkh, having been destroyed by fire dur- 
ing the reign of Ul Wauthek, he distributed a million of dirhems, f 
among the sufferers, to aid them in the reconstruction of their habita- 
tions : from which, and other instances of his bounty, he probably 
derived the appellative of the lesser Mamun. 

* August, A. D. 847. t About 22,0161. 13s. 4d. 
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Vl I\Tutewukkel-ala-Ullah, Abul Fazzel JaufTcr the, son of A. H. 
Mutassem. ^ 

Mahommed the son of Abclulmelek the Vezzeir, with Alimed the 
son of Abi Daoud, and others of the principal nobility, had proposed 
on the death of Wauthek, to establish his son Mahommed on the throne 


of theKhalifs ; but from this design they were dissuadedby the expostu- 
lations of Se3"f, one of the Tartar commanders ; who remonstrated 
against the dishonor of raising to the supreme dignity, a person after 
whom, either from his minoriW or some other defect, it was n ;t yet Vl Mutrwuk- 

warranted bv the law, to perform the stated course of devotions; and, as kel, Xth Khalif 
‘ ^ 1 • 1 • house oi 

the objection met their entire concurrence, they transferred their choice 
on mature deliberation toJaufler the son of Mutassem, the brother of 


the deceased monarch; to whom they accordingly pledged their alle- 
giance, under the title of Mutewukkel-ala-Ulla ; confident in God.* 
Soon after his accession, Mutewukkel, in resentment of some former 


injury, put to death Mahommed the son of Ahdulmelek, who hud 
occupied the post of A^ezzeir during the whole of the late, and the 
preceding reigns. 

In the two hundredth and thirty-fifth of the Hidjerah, this Khalif A.II.23.'>. 
evinced his dislike of Jews and Christians by issuing a decree, that 
the men, of cither persuasion, should distinguish themseh'es by wearing 
the zeniiaur, or idolatrous cord ; and that the women should wear some 
particular mark of notoriety on their drawers. Both religions were at 
the same time interdicted from every species of eupiloymeiit under 
government ; and among other proofs of wanton degradation, thev were 
for the future forbidden the use of iron stirrups to their saddles, being 
enjoined to substitute in their stead, such as were of wood. In tlie 
course of the sameyear, he caused his three sous, Muntusser, Muattez, 
and Mueyud, to he acknowledged in rotation as heirs to the Ivholaufnt, 
entirely disregarding the claims ot his two other sons Aloullek, and 
Aluatemmed. But to prove the vanity of human speculations, it w;!S 
so directed by the will of heaven, that the authority of Muntusser and 
JMuattez should occupy but a very limited period, and that thesupreme 
power should never devolve to Mueyud ; while it was on the contrary 
ordained, that the Khelaufut should remain for a series of many years 


* Perhaps more correctly Deo delegatus— delegated Iroiu Uod, 
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with Muatemmed, and should ultimately descend to the posterity of 
Mouffek ; as will hereafter appear. 

Such an unlimited predominance had been established, in the favor of 
Mutewukkel, by one of his servants of the name of Futtah the son of 
Khakan, that towards the year two hundred and thirty-si:x, the entire 
administration ofaflairsappears to have been committed, without reserve 
or control to the management of that officer ; with powers so compre- 
hensive indeed, that it became afterwards proverbial that in influence 
over his master, no minister was ever parallel to this said Futtah the 
son of Khakan ; excepting alone Jauffer of the race ofBarmek, the 
unfortunate and celebrated favorite of Flarunrashid.* 

The malignant spirit of iNIutewukkel began now to display itself, 
in an ordinance, published about this period, to prohibit his subjects 
from performing the long accustomed visitations at the tombs of Ally 
and his children ; and the more effectually to secure the object of this 
decree, he caused the sacred repository of the ashes of Imaum Hus- 
seyne, and the martyrs at Kerbela, to be levelled with the earth. j- 

The year two hundred and thirty-nine was distinguished by a fur- 
ther proof of the contempt of this Khalif for the Jews and Christians, 
unfortunately condemned to exist within the limits of his power : 
they were now forbidden to ride on horseback, and enjoined to content 
themselves with the more humble means of conveyance afforded by 
their mules and asses. 

An alarming earthquake which laid in ruins one half of the city of 
Damaghaun, and extended on one side to Jurjaun and Neyshapur, 
and on the other to Bostaum and llai and Isfahauu, is recorded as 
the only remarkable event which distinguished the year two hun- 
dred and forty-two J On this occasion the inhabitants of a certain 
village in the district of Koumiss, south of Damaghaun, having fled 
from their crumbling habitations to the neighboring plains, are said 
to have heard a voice from above, proclaiming in good Arabic, that 
God alone is glorious, and that we are to fly for mercy to the wor- 
ship ol his power. It is further mentioned, as a prodigy which distin- 

’‘'Tarikh g^izeidali. 

tit is seated by some writers that he diver ed the course of the Euphrates, iu order ta 
lay the inierveniug districts uuder water. Vide Stevens’s history of t'ersia. 

JA. D. 85G-7* 
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jruished some period of the Khelaufut of Mutewukhet, that it should A. tt. Sta 
have rained blood in one of the quarters of the city of Byich. This A. D. 856-7. 
same r ign is however here announced to have been remarkable for Kholaussut- 
many other occurrences beyond the common couise of nature, for a 
particular relation of some of which, we are referred to the Mausser- 
ul-Muluk, or memorials of kings ; a work with which the author of 
these pages is entirely unacquainted. 

For the remaining four or five years of the reign of MuteMaikkel, 

M'e are constrained to reconcile ourselves to the recital of some of 
those instances of folly anddepravity, which willserve to place thechar- 
acter of this prince in a more conspicuous point of view. One of the 
amusements in which he chose to indulge himself, was to give a mag- 
nificent entertainment, and in the moment of their brightest convi- 
viality, to turn a lie n loose among his astonished guests. Another 
W'as to introduce a snake into the sleeve of some unfortunate courtier 
upon whom, when bitten, it was his practice to amuse himself by 
making experiments with antidotes. Another notable jest, in which 
he very frequently delighted to sport with the apprehensions of his court, 
was to cast broken jars full of scorpions, into the midst ol' a crouded 
assembly, to their infinite horror and annoyance. Ilis destruction 
was however more immediately accelerated by the dispossessing of 
Seyf the Turkish, or Tartar chief, of the lands which he held in Jub- 
baul, or Persian Irak, and the territory of Isfahaun, in order to 
bestow them upon his favorite minister: and perhaps not less, bv his 
vexatious treatment of the son whom he had expressly nominated as 
immediate successor to his throne and dignity ; whose name he would 
occasionally condescend to make pun of, observing, that instead of 
ISjunlusser, his title should have been jSlantnzzer ; as anxiously look- 
ing forward to the period of his father's death. On other occasions, 
after drenching away his intellects with intoxicating liquors, he would 
cause the same son to be plied, without intermission, with repeated 
draughts of the disgusting and impure overflowings of debauch. By 
these accumulated insults Muntusser was, at last, impelled to the 
unnatural, and nefarious resolution of forming a conspiracy, among tbo 
Turkish slaves, against the lile of his father. 

s. 


▼ OL II. 
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It had been accidentally mentioned in the presence of Mutewukkol 
that a person at Bassorah was owner of asword of incomparable beauty 
and temper ; which the governor of that place was immediately writ- 
ten to, to purchase and transmit for the Kh.alii’s use. It appeared on 
inquiry, that the sword had been already disposed ot, and carried into 
Yemen; where it was however ultimately secured by one of the Kha- 
lit’s agents for the sum of one thousand dirrems. When produced 
for the inspection of .Miitew’ukkcl, he expressed his highest approba- 
tion of the sword ; and o!)served to his favorite minister, that he should 
rely on his fidelity to select from among the Turkish iMaumluks, a 
man of true valour, to wear it for the peculiar protection of the person 
of his sovereign, on all occasions wdien it should be his pleasure to 
seat himself in the midst of Ids court. While tliev w'cre yet engaged 
in conversation, one of that body, oi'the name of Bagher, entered the 
presence chamlx'r ; and w’as immediately pointed out liy the favorite, 
as a person eminently qualified for this distinguished charge. To 
him accordingly the sword was consigned, together with a suitable 
augmentation of salary ; and it is added that Bagher never drew it from 
the scabbard, until he employed it in the assassination of his master. 

Be this however as it may, on what is genevally represented as the 
night of Wednesday the fourth of Shavaui,* of tlm year two hundred 
and forty-seven, when the measure of his follies was complcat, and 
the destruction of Mutewukkel was finally determined on ; and 
while the infatuated monarch w'as indulging in the juice of the 
grape, the elder Buka, accompanied by Mussa the son of the 
younger Buka, with Bagher, and Belghiir, and several more of the 
Tartar slaves suddenly made their appearance, with their swords 
drawn, making directly for the Khalif’s person. One of the attend- 
ants, conceiving the circumstance to lie nothing more than one of the 
ordinary pleasantries, remarked without the smallest apprehension of 
mischief, that “ as the joke of the lion and the snake had already 
“ lieen disposed of, he reckoned this to be the game of the s -vor i 
and Mutew ukkel was about to reply in terms of some displeasure, 
w WwBoglur, and another of the conspirators rushed upon, and imme- 
diately dispatched him ; Futtah the son of Khakan, who had throvva 

* Teutli of December, A. D. 861, 
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himself upon the body of his master, being in that situation cut to 
pieces by the assassins. 

Such appears to have been the fate of Mutewukkcl, at the age of 
forty ; after an imbecile reign of fourteen years, three months, and 
about five and twenty days ; and it is observed, says our author, in 
the chronicle of the Mussuoudian, that the unhappy monarch was 
thus sacrificed, with at least the concurrence of his unnatural son, at 
a place called Mahuriah ; the very same spot rendered infamous on 
a former occasion, by a similar atrocious parricide committed upon the 
person of Khossroii Parveiz, by his son Sheiruyah, 

To this period, it is obvious to remark, that for something more than 
a century, the Khelaufiit had flourished with considerable vigor in 
the hands of the house of Abbas : but, from the deatli of Tslutewukkjl 
it lay at the disposal of the Tartar slaves, or guards, and their mercen- 
ary and ferocious chiefs ; and thus it rontiiuied for about four score 
and four year's, incliuliug tu five successions. At the expiration of that 
period, in the three huiidr’‘d and thirty-iburth of the llidjerah, we 
shall find it submerging uiHier the alieyance of the Ameirs ul Laura, 
of the race of luisah; having, liovvever, previously languished, for 
about eight years, under the usurjaition established liy Yehkuni Mu- 
kaunv, one of the slaves of .Murdawun j ", des[)ot of Tebristaun. This 
chief on the assassinarioii of his master, the early protector of the sons of 
Buvah, hud contrived to subdue a considerable part of Persian Irak; 
and on the invitation of a traitor minister, ultimately forced himself 
into, and became the first invested witli the dignity of Anieir ul umra 
at Baghiiad. Subject to the arbitrium of the Oeyauhamah, or Deyle- 
luiles, the descendants of Biiyah so denominated, from the province 
of their nativity, it was still sutfered to exist for a further periotl of 
one hundred and ten years ; when, in the four hundred and forty- 
seventh of the llidjerah, to relieve himself and his peopL' from the 
multiplied oppressions to which they had been so long exjiosed, the 
aid of Toghnil Beg, by the western nations so fantastically transformed 
into I'angrolipix, was called in by the Khalif ul Kaym ; though the 
measure produced but lit le better tlian a change of oppressors. Un- 
der the control of the house of Seljuk it however faintly vegetated, 
^dth some transient intervals of reviving energy, until the six lum- 
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A. H. *47. dred and fifty^sixth of the Hidjerah, the twelve hundred and fifty- 
A. D. 861. eighth of Christ ; when it was finally destroyed, in the person of 
Kholaussut- ^instaussem the last of the Abbassides, by the exterminating fury of 
iilaklibaur. as will be shewn in the sequel of the present volume. 

Ul Muntusser B’illah, Abu JautFer Mahoinraed, the son of 
Mutewukkel, appears to have succeeded without opposition to the 
imperial dignity laid vacant by the murder of his father. Immedi- 
ately on his accession he had conferred the Vizzaurut on Ahmed the 
son of Cl Hesseib ; and this minister had taken the earliest opportu- 
nity to commnnicate to the younger Buka, and some others of the 
Turks, an impression, that if Muntusser should die, and the success! m 
devolve to Muattez, not a man of those engaged in the assassination 
of his father would be suffered to live: and that if they were desirous 
Ut Mcntus- of relieving themselves irom such a state of perpetual suspense an J 

apprehension, it behoved them to unite their eflbrts to procure the 
AUh Khalit of . ‘ . . . 

thchouieofAb- disherison, or exclusion from the succession of the two striplings; 
bas. alluding to Muattez and his brother Mueyud. Many arguments 

were not requisite to convince these blood stained mercenaries of the 
fate which awaited them in the event of such a contingency ; and 
they accordingly employed their importunities with Muntusser, to 
secure them without delay against that vengeance to which, by their 
zeal to serve him, they had too openly exposed themselves. Con- 
strained by circumstances the unhappy monarch summoned the two 
princes to his presence, and apprized them of the sacrifice which he 
was compelled to require at their hands, of an immediate abdic.itiou 
of their claim to the Khelaufut. Mueyud very readily consented to 
relinquish his claim ; and Muattez, aithongh he at first express-^d 
considerable reluctance, was ultimately prevailed upon to follow the 
example. 

Nevertheless, the guilt of a parent’s blood lay with intolerable pres- 
sure on the mind oi Muntusser, although in other respects descril>ed 
to have been a prince of considerable merit. His father’s murdered 
. form is said to have appeared to him in a dream, and to have addressed 

him in these words — Alas Mahommed ! unjustly and cruelly hast 
“ thou embrued thy hands in a father’s blood : but that God who is 
** witiiessi to thy guilt, will not permit thee the enjoyment of thy ill* 



!57 


•^gotten honors beyond the fleeting period of a few days.” Haunted by A. H. 248. 
the terrors of his dream, he became a prey to melancholy ; and this A. D. ana. 
shortly producing a disordered frame, he ultimately sunk, under the 
double visitation of distemper and depression of spirits, and expired 
on the filth day ot the former Rebbeia,* of the year two hundred and 
forty-eight, betbre he had concluded the fifth month ot his miserable 
reign : leaving, however, with the historians of a particular class, the 
character of a judicious, modest, liberal, and beneficent monarch ; 
because, peradventure, during the reign of his father, he had distin- 
guished himself by the kindness and humanity of his behaviour to the 
Seyuds, or descendants of Ally and Ratima. 

Ul Mustaayxe L’illa H,t Abul Abbas Ahmed, the son ofMutas- 
sem, twelfth Khalifofthe house of Abbas. 

On the death of Muntusser, the allegiance of the body of the people 
was secured, by the exertions of the Turkish guards, and by the con- 
currence of the nobility and principal members of the community, for Mustaayni! 
Ahmed the son of Mutassem, the uncle of the late monarch, under B'illah, Midi 
the title of LT blustaayne BTllah ; although not without some oppo- Klialifofdiehoubc 
sition on the part of the s ddiery and tradesmen, who declared on the 
same day in favor of the sons of Alutewukkel. J3ut this movement 
was quelled on the spot by the timely application of the unsparing 
steel of the elder Biika ; who on the death of his son Mussa became, 
during the first year ofMustaayne, more immediately attached to the 


person of his sovereign. 

Driven by the impulse of despair and want, an insurrection was 
excited at Kufah during the year two hundred and fifty, by one oftlie 
Alluvies, or Seyuds of the race of xAlly, ot the name of "t aheya son of 
Omar. This produced a variety of severe conflicts ; but it was ulti- 
mately suppressed on the death of its author, who was killed by Ala- 
hommed the son of xAbdullah Taher, the grandson of Zul-vemnein. 
Al)Outthe same period, the standard of independence was ex tiled, 
with greater success, in the strong province of Tebristaun, by Hussun 
the son of Zeid ul Baukery, of a distinguished branch of the same 
Stock ; who bore the appellation of the claimant, or suitor, with jus- 


♦ AbouA tlic ei^hlU of Maj, A. D. t ^ralu auxiiiutus. 
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A. H. 250. tice on liis side; and who, after supporting his authority in indepen- 
A. D. »«>4- cience and splendor for nineteen years, against all attempts to subdue 
KlH.iaussut' hijii, transferred it at his death to his brother Mahommed; by whom it 
ui-aklibaur. maintained for a further period of eighteen years ; at the expira- 
tion of which he w^as cut off by Mahommed the sou of llarun, one of 
the feodatories of the house of Abbas. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty-one,* a dispute, AAuth regard to 
the property of certain lands, having arisen between IVasseif and 
Baghcr, two of the Turkish chiefs, theKhalif took part with the former. 
On this Baghcr proceeded to represent to his friends and followers, 
that all substantial authority having been usurped to themselves by 
Wasseif, and Buka the other favorite, their claims and services were 
either forgotten, or entirely set at nought, fie therefore proposed to 
them, as their only alternative, to unite with him to accomplish the 
destruction of Mustaayne, and of both his obnoxious ministers, and to 
place some other person on the throne of the Khalifs ; a proposal to 
which these mercenaries were, without much dilficulty, prevailed 
upon to accede. But information of the conspiracy being seasonahly 
conveyed to the two favorites, the proinoter of the seditious design 
was immediately seized, and confined in the palace of the Khelaufut. 
The adherents of the disaffected chief now openly threw off their 
allegiance, and proceeding to the imperial stables, pillaged them of all 
their contents. On this, conceiving that when Bagher should be no 
longer alive as a pretext for their violent proceedings, the tumult 
would of itself subside, Wasseif determined on the bold alternative of 
putting him to immediate death. This, as it happened, produced 
however a very opposite result ; for the Turkish insurgents became 
in consequence, exasperated to such a degree, that the two favorit-‘s 
were compelled to withdraw the person of their sovereign from Sau- 
merah, and to retire with some precipitation to Baghdad. 

Conceiving some remorse for the violence of their conduct, the Turk- 
ish mercenaries soon afterwards dispatched a deputation to solicit 
the forgiveness of Mustaayne ; but experiencing an austere reception 
from Mahommed the son of Abdullah Taher, the governor of Bagh- 
dad, the deputation returned with spirits further exasperated to join 
their associates ; Avho now resolved to depose Mustaayne, andtocon- 

* A. D. au5. 
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fer the sovereign dignity on his nephew Maattez, to' whom, without A. H. 252. 
further deliberation, they accordingly pledged their allegiance. A. D- 

A considerable army was then dispatched by Muattcz, under the 
orders of his brother Mouffek, to lay siege to Baghdad, Avithin the 
ramparts of which, Mustaayne prepared to defend his authority. But 
the complexion of his destiny soon assuming an appearance of debility 
and decline, his ministers, together with Mahornmed the Taherite the 
goA'ernor of the city, became disposed to accommodate with the times ; 
and a correspondence was accordingly opened with Muattcz by the 
Taherite; in vAdiich the latter engaged to pre\mil upon iSlustaayne to 
acknowledge the authority of his nephcAV, provided the government of 
Baghdad should be secured to its present possessor ; and that no 
attempt should be di^pcted against the life of the abdicated monarch. 

To these terms Muattez readily subscribed ; and a treaty, in which 
tb.ey Avere formally ratified, being transmitted according to desii’e to 
the Taherite, that chief proceeded, in conjunction Avith Wasseif and 
the younger Buka, to employ the influence of menace, or importunity, 
to prevail upon his distressed and injured soA'ereign to abdicate his 
croAvn, and submit to the authority of his rival. Having accomplished 
their object in these points, the degraded monarch Avas next abridg<‘d 
of his personal freedom, and confined to the palace formerlv the resi- 
dence of Hussun Sohel. Here he had, however, been suffered to 
exist no longer than a few days, Avhcn he receiA'ed from Muattez, an 
order to proceed to Saumerah ; Avhich it was at the same time provided 
that he should never reach, the chamberlain of the reigning sover- 
eign being employed to intercept and dispatch him, Avhile on his jour- 
ney to that place. 

1 his event is stated to haAm occurred in the vear twm hundred and 
filty-two, AA hen Alustaayne Avas of the age of fiA'e and thirty, and had 
possessed the Khelautut for a period of three years and nine months ; 

\A liich, if correct, must confine the date of his death to the Aerv com- 
mencement of the year. The office of \ ezzeir to this prince was held 
by Ahmed the son of Sheirzaud. 

IT iSluATTEz BTllah* Abu Abdullah Zobair, the son of Miite- 
wukkelj thirteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

* Dei^mliU |>oieui ikctus. 
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Firmly established on the throne of the Khalifs, MAattez conferred 
the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Ahmed the son of Issrauil ; and 
in punctual discharge of his engagement with Mahommed the Taherite, 
in one respect at least, he transmitted to that chief the necessary letters 
patent authorizing him to retain the government of BaghdM ; being 
further prevailed upon through his particular mediation, to spare the 
lives of Wasseif and Buka, both of whom, on his accession to the Khe- 
laufut, he appeared otherwise disposed to destroy. Not long after- 
wards, at the solicitation of the Turkish guards, the two chiefs were 
invited to Saumerah, and placed among the dignitaries of the court. 

In the mean time the jealousy of Muattez was maliciously excited 
towards his brother Mueyud, by the representations of Eissa the son 
of Ferghanshah one of the ministers; who stated to his sovereign that 
there existed among the people a very powerful spirit of attachment 
for that prince, and that a strong proof of it was to be observed in the 
presents, of whatever was rare and precious, with whiclv’tftty were 
perpetually loading him. All this producing an unfavorable change 
in the mind of Muattez, he ventured at length to intercept, and seize 
for himself, a present of five thousand dirhems* coming from -he prince 
of Armenia to his brother. Of this illiberal violence, which he as- 
cribed to the malice of the son of Ferghanshah, Mueyud complained 
to his brother Moutfek ; and at the same time an attempt was made 
to induce the Turkish mercenaries to cut off the hostile minister. 
Becoming however apprized of his danger, Eissa did not fail to make 
it known to his sovereign ; and the result was the immediate seizure and 
imprisonment of both the brothers. A few days afterwards Mueyud, 
bound hand and foot, was casFby the Khalit’s orders into the snows o.f 
the neighboring region ; and in that state jars of freezing water being inces- 
santly poured on him, he miserably perished. His body was then 
brought back and laid in state, shrouded in sables ; the Khalif protest- 
ing to the nobles of his court, that his unfortunate brother had expired 
by the ordinary course of nature. 

In the course of two hundred and fifty three,f the Tartars, and the 
men ot Ferghaunah mutinying for their pay, Wasseif ventured to 
reprove them for their disorderly and licentious behaviour ; on which 
they immediately attacked and hewed him to pieces, w'ith their battle 
♦About il4i. ll». 8d. t A. D. Uu7. 
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itHes, The year following, Buka, the otherTurkish chief, perceiving 
some obvious change in the Khalifs disposition towards him, suddenly 
'withdrew towards Mosssule ; but, receiving- intelligence on his wav 
that thehouseholdslaves ofMuattez were plundering his h-dbitation,and 
his followers dispersing on the report, he took to a small skitFon the 
Tigris, for the purpose of returning to Saumerah ; and in this situation 
he was unexpectedly fallen in with by Waleid, one of the Mughrehies, 
or Lybian stipendiaries, by whom he was immediately secured ; and 
who soon afterwards, by orders from their sovereign, took off his head 
and conveyed it to the presence. 

The Tartars, perceiving that the Khalif was bent on their destruc- 
tion, hastened to unite themselves under the authority of Salah, 
the son of Wasseif .one of their late commanders ; and seizin^- 
the persons of Ahmed the Yezzeir, and others employed in the civil 
departments of the state, immediately put them to the torture, in order 
to obtain possession of their treasure: but failing in their object, they 
proceeded directly to the palace, and from the Khalif himself peremp- 
torily demanded their pay. After some demur in complying with 
their demands, Salah, with Mahommed the son of Buka, and others 
of the chiefs, without further ceremony, conducted Muattez out of his 
palace, and compelled him to stand in the sun, until he consented to abdi- 
cate his authority. They then lodged him in a prison, and dispatched 
•some of their associates to Baghdad, to bring from thence Mahommed 
the son of Wauthek, whom they proposed to raise to the Khelaufut, 
under the title of Muhteddy. On his arrival at Saumerah that prince 
was permitted to hold an interview with the abdicated monarch ; and, 
ascertaining from his own declaration that he had divested himself of 
the sovereign power, proceeded, in compliance with the solicitations 
of the military commanders, and principal inhabitants, to seat himself 
on the throne of the Klialifs. The unfortunate Muattez, as in the 
instance of one of his predecessors, was gorged to death a few' days 
afterwards, by suffering him to over-eat liiinself, and then withold- 
ing from him the means of quenching his thirst. This event is said 
to have taken place in the two hundred and fiity-fifth of the Uidjerah,* 
when Muattez was at the age of four and twenty, and had possessed 
the Khelaufut, from the abdication of Mustaayne, for a period of 
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11. 255. alioiit three years and seven months, We may therefore be warranted 
A D. 809. fixing his death to the middle of the year. 

Khoiiutssut- Ul Muhteddy B’illah,* Abu Isshauk Mahommed the son of 
ul-aklibuur. ^ j 'Wauthek, fourteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The supreme dignity thus forcibly abdicated by his cousin german, 
tJL Muhteudy being, without further difficulty, vested in the person of Muhtcddv^ 

B lLLAH.MVth ‘ 

Khalif of the piiiice, by a regular attendance in Ins court or justice to relieve 
house of Abbas, the necessities, and redress tlie injuries of his people, evinced an 
early disposition to promote by bis own example, the impartial ad- 
ministration of the laws. 

In the mean time, Mussa the son of the elder Buka, who had been 
employed by Muattez, in iebristaun, to conduct the war against 
Ilussun the son of Zeid the Baukeritc, becoming apprized of the 
murder of his sovereign, hasteneri to return to the scene of these vio- 
lent proceedings. On w Inch Salah the son of Wasseif, to wdiom the 
mischief was principally ascribed, suspecting his intentions, suddenly 
withdrew from Saumerah ; but on the arrival of Mussa, at that 
metropolis, and his submission to the authority of Muhteddy, he was 
pursued and put to death by the agents of that chief. 

The latter part of the \ ear two hundred and fifty-five was rendered 
remarkable, by the revolt at Bassorah of the Zengui, or Zengbar slaves ; 
w'ho rose upon their masters, and declared for Ally the son of Mahom- 
med son of Ahmed, another of the Seyuds, or descendants of Fatima. 
Supported by the aid of these insurgents, this Ally, afterwards distin- 
guished by the appellation of .Saheb-ul-Zenje, or prince of the Zen- 
guies, contrived to extend his usurpation from Bassorah to Amlah, 
([ierhaps Amara) and a considerabie part of Irak-Arab ; of wdiieli he 
maintained liimselt in possession for fourteen years from this period. 

The benevolent character of Muhteddy accorded but little wiih 
ti . disposition of the licentious profligates who surrounded his throne; 
and it was not extraordinary that he should hav'c meditated the design 
oi Rlievmg himself from the seditious insolence of the Turks. 
IcK.re Ills measures were, however, ripe for execution, they became 
knovui to tiiose mercenaries; who conspiring with his enemies, th© 
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^ons of Mutcwukkel, proceeded, in the month ofRudjeb^ of the year 
two hundred and fifty-six, to attack him in tl>e midst of his capital. 
After an intrepid resistance, in which the virtuous monarch killed se- 
veral of his assailants with his own hand, they succeeded in securing 
his person ; and having forced him to abdicate his throne in favor of 
the sons of Mutewukkel, for whom they pretended to have risen, they 
then put him to death. 

This was the fate of Miihteddy, who perished at the age of thirty 
nine, with the acknowledged character of a devout and pious prince; 
and after a short reign of eleven months, and a few days; during which- 
he had, however, at least as far as precept and example could prevail,, 
contrived to abolish most of the coirupt and illegal practices too fre- 
quently authorized by the Khalifs his predecessors: of whom he is said 
to have adopted for his imitation the example alone of the benevo- 
lent Omar Abdulazziz, and like him, to leave confined his cxpencea 
to a very moderate and sparing supply from the public treasury. 

Ul Mtatemmed, or Mevatemmed Ala-Ullah*|‘ Abul Abbas Ahmed, 
the son of Mutewukkel, fiiteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Ilavini^, in the manner just described, made themselves mast^u's of 
the person and destiny of Muhteddy, the perfidious Tartars hastened 
to place Ahmed the son of Mutewukkel (the third of the children of 
that weak and capricious prince who arrived at the imperial dignity) 
on the throne of the Khelaufut, with the title of Id Aluatemmed ala 
Lllah, wliich may perhaps be rendered, liiiu in icJtom God has reposed 
Ids eohj^dtnee : that of his fatlitr being indeed of a similar import, 
d he inrtuence of those detested mercenaries was, however, through 
repeated treason, and insufferable insolence, noAV gradually declining; 
and in proportion as their power diminished, the affairs of the Khe- 
laufiit seemed to exhibit, in the hands of Muatemmed, an appearance 
of system and regularity, of which it had been long deprived. 

The attention of Muatemmed appears to have been occupied, dur- 
ing the year two hundred and fifty eight, in an unsuccessful attempt 
to reduce Ally Saheb Ul Zenje and the revolted slaves at Bassorah ; 
in which he availed himself of the service of his brother Ul Mouffek, 
w ho was however compelled by the insurgents to return toSaumerab^ 
#vdth discomfiture and loss. 
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In tho t\vo Inimlrecl and sixty-first of tlic TTidjorali, he made ashe^V 

of (*slal)l!slun,ix the iinmc’diate successi(>n to the throne in his son Jaut- 

frr, with th(* titleof L I Mufowcz ala Vllah, dedr^ated from God ; witii 

ri’version to his second son Abu Ahmed the ])resiunptivo heir, and 

the title of Id Nausser-nd-dein-rilah — Defender of Gotds faith. 

Neither of these princes was howev'cr destined to wield the septre of 

rovaltv. 

% 

So tar hark tlir yrar two luindrrd and forty-nine,* Yakub the son 
of J iaiss, the fnirnler of the Siifauriah dinasty, so denominated from his 
fatlier Daiss the Sufaur, the coppir smith or hraziiv^ had commenced 
his cariH’r of successful revolt in the provinee of Seiestaun ; and in six 
y<*ars lie had niadr himself mastt^r of Khorassaun, the Koliestaun, with 
Kerman n, and tl»e entire proviiici^ of Farss, his title Ixdn^’ jiuhlicly 
ratified in two hundred and fiftv-fiv»\ by the Ivhalif Muattez, At 
the period ofwhi(di we are now sptakni^', havinu' extended his con- 
fjU(‘sts to l’(‘rsian Irak, he wa^ menaeiuL; from thence an attaek on the 
remaining: dominions of the Kludaufut, and prejiarim^ to march ai^aiust 
lia;^hdad. I le was however sueccssfull v opposed, and si ally defeated, 
at an obseiin^ place calhul Dieh Aukkul, somewliere on his advance 
towards Ihuilidad, l)y the Khalifs troops, under the immediate direc- 
tions of his brother L I Moufiek. 

I>y tlu' author of tlu' Tarikh uuctfidah we are told, that after his dis- 
comfitnreon thisoecasion, ^ akul) J.aiss rotirinu into Khorassaun, there 
in a short time assembled another army; with which he apiin advanced 
to try his fortune auainst tlie troo[)s of the Ivhelaiifut, (dn his march 
towanls Irak, he is stated to have reciMved from Muatemmed an ad- 
inonitioiK alter the signal proof which he had n’cently experienced 
ol the displeasure of heaven, to Ixnvare of t'urtluT tempting* the power 
ot(»od; to repe nt of his ambitious follies, and return to bis allei^iance ; 
ami that on uithdrawim: his army bark ai^ain into Khorassaun, all 
th(‘ pa>t should he forun)tten. To this, in the hardihood of successtul 
usurpation, \ akuh is said to have n pli^Ml. that ibr the grandeur to 
whic h he had raised himsedf, he u as alone in(lrbt(‘d to his hitherto 
jjjvimdble arm and t<»rlune ; and that until h(‘ had hmnhled the pride 
and power of the Kiudifs. he was drtenuiued to be a stranger to repose. 
it his clloil-' were erovtued with sneees^, it would be very well ; but 
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if it was otherwise clcrulc*!! l)y liis dt'stiny, lio sliould nevcrtlu^U^ss he 
still master of Ins morsel an<1 barley loaf, alludinL^ to his oriuiiial hum- 
l)le condition. Heimjoved not, however, an opportunity of l)rin;j:ino- 
his a]t(*rnative to tlie proof. ITe diecl on his march of a lit of the (‘olic ; 
or accordimr to Mr. Stevens, from Texeira, of a pleurisy hec'ause he 
clecliiu‘d an a])f)licatioii rei)ie^niant to an over refined, and obstinate 
S(.‘nse of d(*lica(*v. 

Subst'^pnmt to this, in the year two 1 in nd red andsixty-four, a furtluT 
attempt was made toi\ an Is the snpjiression of A lly S<di(‘b-ul-Zenje and 
the rt‘volt<‘rs of Bassorah, und<'r Abul Ablias tin" son of MowlTi k ; 
who at the head of ten tliovisand horse, haviiiLT thriee rnpa^’ed the 
rebels, succeeded at last in i^ivini; them a total defeat in the neieli- 
borhood of \\ aussit. Soon ait<.*r lu' liad achieved his vietorv, Ahul 
Abbas was joined by his father, and with him proecanh'd in pursuit of 
thefm^itives. to the s of A huanz ; where Ally Saln^b-ni-Zenje had 
retired for shelter. That child' furnislied tlnan, nevertheless, with 
ample employment for the most active exertions, for smeral viairs 
snb»secjuent to tliis period; until \u tin* month of Sutfi'r, of the two 
hundred and seviaitieth of tlu‘ llidjerah,* he bravely perished in the 
field of battle ; and with liim the usurpation of tlie Zeiiauies, aft(U’ it 
had occasioned, as it is further asserted, the slaughter of more tlian one 
hundred thousand men. 

Aftera silent lapse of seven years, the annalist conveys us at oner 
to the year tw o hundr(‘d ami sevc'nty-ei^rht, to rec’ord the death of I'l 
AlouflVk, the loyal and a.ctive sn))porter of ids l)roth<*r's authoritv,. 
wdiich tlum took placi^ at BaL;lulad. The voice of tlu' public now 
d(‘clarf‘d liis sou Al)ul Abbas n^tauitly mentiom'd, presumptive sik'- 
ccssor to the soveroiuai difrnity w ith tlu‘ tith' of Tl Mnatt‘Z/rrl BMlah, 
on the eventual demise c»f Mulowez th(‘ present lu ir apparent. 

In confirmation of tlie vr»ic(' of his p('opI(\ tlu^ Khalit’ .Mfiatommed 
in the course of the year follow irej:* at a mairnifu'ent entertainment 
to wliic'li the wliole oftln^ principal nobility, L leirn, and ministers of 
law and ju^ti(‘(‘ w en' invited, proceeded to n ^juire from Itis son M.'i- 
fo\v<’Z. liis [iiiIiIm- ;ivow;iI nf li;ivin(,' I'lijiin fl liis rliiini to tlir K licliiufiil ; 
vliich ua.s tlun solcinnly tmiisferrod to his couziu Alnil Abbas, 
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already saluted by the title of Miiatezzed B’illah. This ceremony- thfe 
Khalif was not destined long to survive, being seized with a quinzy, 
or inflaination of the throat ; of which in the month of Rudjub,^ of the 
same year, he expired at the age of fifty-one. 

Calculating from the abdication of his predecessor, Muatemmed 
appears to have possessed the dignity of the Khelaufut, for about two 
and twenty years, and five months ; but, accordin? to our author, it 
was a distinction which he enjoyed only in name, the imperial power 
being in substance notoriously exercised, while he lived, by his bro- 
the INIouffek. Absorbed in his pleasures, and entirely devoted to the 
speiety of singers and musicians, as he is said to have been, it was 
indeed fortunate for this monarch, that he could command the aid of 
such a brother, to take from him the burden and anxiety of govern- 
ment. All we further learn of Muatemmed is, that he withdrew t!ie 
seat of the Khelaufut from Sauinerah, and re-established it once more 
at the former capital of Baghdad ; although this is a change by others 
ascribed to his successor. 

Ui. Muatezzed B’iEEAii,y Abul Abbas Ahmed, the son of Ul 
Mouffck, sixteenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Of this prince it is related, that in a dream, during the reign of his 
predecessor, he saw a person robed in white stretch his arm to the 
Tigris, and take up the whole of its waters into the palm of his hand, which 
he then closed : and that opening his hand again, the stream resumed 
its channel as before. That this m3'Sterious personage should then 
have addressed him in these words ; “ Abul Abbas knowest tliou me ?” 
To which Muatezzed replying in the negative, he proceeded to add, 
“ I am Ally the son of Abu Tauleb ; when the Khelaufut devolves 
“ to thee, wilt thou be kind to my posterity r” And to this particu- 
lar circumstance has been ascribed, by historians, the extraordinary 
indulgence extended during the whole of the reign of Muatezzed to 
the family of the Seyuds ; for whom it would appear that he received, 
on the occasion, an impression of benevolence which was never after- 
wards obliterated. 

Another extraordinary circumstance recorded of this monarch is, 
that in the course of the year two hundred and eighty-three, as sooft 
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die gates of his palace were closed, an apparition presented itself to A. H. 28S, 
him under various disguises ; sometimes under the form of a venerable A. D Boe. 
old man, with a whiteboard, in the habit of a monk ; at others in the 

^ -t 'll*!! n ul-u.kiibilui’* 

shape of a beaiitiiul youtli, and occasionally in the character of a mer- 
chant or tradesman : but under every form to apprize him of the rob- 
beries, and other disorders committed by his troops ; and it would 
frequently prove very troublesome to the attendants. This extraor- 
dinary phenomenon long excited the curiosity of the public, and 
became the subject of general conversation ; but the nature of it was 
never discovered. It tvas probably a phantom dressed up by the 
Khalif, for obvious purposes of police and good government. 

In the year two hundred and eighty-four, Muatezzed evincing a 
design to renew the denunciations from the pulpit, long since discon- 
tinued, on the memory of Mauweiah, was however dissuaded from 
such a measure, by the sounder discretion of his minister, ObaiduIIah 
the son of Sulinian. 

In this place, our author accommodates his reader with a brief and 
cursory account of the heretical sect of the Keraiimitah, or Kermathi- 
ans, of whose principles and profession of frith he furnishes us with 
the following abstract. They alleged the Imaumiit of Issmauil the son 
of Jaiiifer-ul-Saudek, from whom they are not unfrequcntly denomi- 
nated Issmauilians ; and because they equally admitted of several 
things proscribed by the ordinances of the law, they hav^e been traduced 
as approximating in their principles to the atheistical doctrines of the 
Mullauhedah, although they professed their belief in the existenceof 
good and evil spirits; tlie former under the name of angels leading 
them to happiness, and the latter under that of genii, or jinn, at eter- 
nal hostility with them. Prayers, they maintained to consist in a 
sincere devotion to the memory of their long since beatified Imaum ; 
and alms, in allotting to his reprcscnlative the fifth of their property. 

On the preservation of a secret, they conferred a species of sanctity, by 
giving to it the name of Sum or Scum — religious abstinence orsilenee; 
and to the violation of secrecy they affixed, on the contrarv, a sort of 
stigma, by branding it with the epithet of rena, sound ; or perhaps 
Zemma, loquacity. And lastly from the circumstance of one of their 
chiefs having in the infancy of the sect applied to his letters the 
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appellation of M6kennet, which signifies a veil painted id tJi figure^ 
they obtained the denomination of iveranmetah — the people of the 
veil. Their origin might be traced as far back as the reign of Har«n 
rashid, or at least to that of Mamun, a point on which there is some 
diversity of opinion ; since they forbore to disclose their principles, or 
openly to make proselytes to the sect, until the year two hundred 
and eighty-six ; when, by insensible degrees, multitudes had been 
prevailed upon to adopt the tenets of these innovating schismatics. 

In the course of the year just alluded to, they openly revolted in great 
force, under Abu Sauid orSaeid, ul Hubauby ; who put to death without 
mercy, such of the orthodox believers as had the misfortune to tall into 
his hands. In the beginning of the first month of Ilebbeia, of the year 
two hundred and eight^^-seven* he entered Ilidjer, the chief town of Ba- 
hareyne ; where he committed every species of outrage and atrocity. 
Intelligence of his proceedings being, however, at last conveyed to 
Muatezzed, one of his generals of the name of Abbas the son of Amru, 
was dispatched by that prince with a considerable division of the army, 
to give battle to the insurgent. But the troops of Baghdad were on 
this occasion defeated, and their general with seven hunched of his 
followers became prisoners to the enemy. The life of the former was 
spared, but the latter Avere immediately put to the sword. Of tliis 
Abbas it is related, that discarding all hope of mercy on falling into the 
hands of the schismatics, he had quietly resigned himself to his fate; 
Avhen, after a confinement of some days, he was surprised by a visit 
from his conqueror; who intimated to him that on his engagement to 
communicate, Avord for Avord, to Muatezzed the message Avhich he Avas- 
about to confide to him, he should be immediately set at large : 
otherwise that he must prepare for death. The alternative required 
no great effort of deliberation; and Abbas, promised with an oath, that 
whateA^er he chose to communicate, should be by him rehearsed to his 
sovereign, without the suppression of the slightest circumstance, 
“ Then,” said Abu Sauid, “ tell Muatezzed that I am a man whose abode 
“ is in the solitudes of the desert, whose wants are confined to a very 
“ few things merely necessary for the support of existence ; that by 
“me his dominions have not been abriitged of a single town, ueithes 
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■^ave I in any instance occasioned the slightest injury to his govern- 
inent. Let him take this assurance from me, and I call the judge of 
all things to witness the truth of the statement, that although the 
“ whole force of his empire were employed to crush me, I shall 
*• alwa} s be victorious, and for this good reason — my soldiers have been 
long inured to fatigue and danger in every shape, while his on the 
‘‘ contrary, nursed in the bosom of enjoyment, must sink under the 
‘‘trial. At this moment, that they are compelled by his orders to 
“ traverse the trackless wastes of these deserts, the hour of despair and 
“ defeat presses upon them ; and though they should endeavour to 
“ escape by flight,, the greater part must perish by my sword. Nay 
‘‘ admittingthat in the confidence of superior numbers, they should for 
“ the present forbear to retire, it will still be at my discretion by a 
“ counterfeit flight to engage them further m the desert; and on some 
“ favorable opportunity to come upon them in the night, and cut them 
“ otf when they least expect it. I would therefore advise him to 
“ reflect, that in the hostilities with which he has thought fit to pur- 
“ sue me, his armies are not likely to acquire either fame or profit ; and 
“ that for the future it behoves him to recede from a design which 
must terminate so prejudicially to his own interests ; to desist from 
“ a contest that must j>rove equally unprofitable and unavailing,"^ 
Having upon this received his dismission, Abbas proceeded accor- 
dingly to Baghdad ; where, without either enlargement or extenuation, 
he communicated to his master the message which he had in charge 
from the Kermathian, And it is alleged, that not even the name of 
these schismatics was suffered to pass the lips of Muatezzed, from that 
time to the beginning of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, when 
the depredations which they dared to commit in the territory of Kuiah 
compelled him to make another exertion to check their enormities. 
On this occasion the commander, whom he employed on the service, 
succeeded in expelling the depredators ; and one of their chieftains 
who became a prisoner, was conveyed to the presence of Muattezzed* 
To the interrogatories which were put to him, with regard to ti>e 
doctrines of his sect, before he proceeded to reply, this man demamh^d 
of the Khalif if he was aware, that he sought information on a subject 
wdiich affected his oavu personal interests, more nearly than he seemed 
VOL. II. 
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to 'imagine; an.:i the tvhalifprofessing his ignorance, he then explalne'd 
himseh'as foiiows. “ When the prophet ot’Isslum, on whom be per- 
“ petual benediction, withdrew to that state of existence which ne\er 
“ perishes, we heard of no claim to the succession on the part of thine 
“ ancestor Abbas. The people on the contrary unanimously pledged 
“their allegiance to Abu Bukker ; and after him the Khelaufut was 
“ further adjudged to Omar: and when, to calm the rising dissensi- 
“ ons, that monarch made the sovereign dignity elective, he appears to 
“ have allotted tothe sa iie Abbas not the slightest share in the trans- 
“ action. It is therefore our belief that, in justice, thou shouldst have no 
“portion in the throne ot the Khalits.” A reply by which Muatez- 
zed was so much exasperati d, that he directed the wretched Kermath- 
ian to be immediately put to death under every species of torture. 

A severe indisposition by which he was soon afterwards attacked, 
convincing Muatezzed that his dissolution was approaching, he con- 
vened the members of his court, and required them to pledge their 
allegiance to his son Ally ; on whom he then conferred the title of 
LT Mukteffy, or perhaps .Mutkeffy B’lllaii. And in the latter part of 
the first Rebbeia,* of the year two hundred and eighty-nine, he 
expired at the age of forty nine; when his authority had endured for 
a period of nine years, and about four or five months. 

standin^ his acknowledged bias in favor of the Seyuds, 
IMuatozzed has been stigmatized as a parsimonious and avaricious 
prince; so great a stranger to the milder weaknesses of compassion 
and humanity, and so eagerly disposed to the efiusion of blood, that 
between sentence and execution, no malefactor found with him the 
smallest respite. 

To him, however, on other authorityt 've find ascribed an alteration 
in the Mahommedan kalendar, in transferring the commencement of 
theyear from the first day off erwardein, corresponding with the month 

©fMarch,totheperiod when thesunattainsitsgreatestnorthern altitude, 

a the summer solstice ; in order, as it is alleged, to relieve his people 
from the burdensome inconvenience, under wliich they had hitherto 

lalioured, of bedng required to pay their taxes before their harvest^ 
bad been secured. 
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Another circumstance omitted by our author, 1>ut which may with A, H. 28 !h 
Advantage be further supplied from the same source as we have just ^’*2- 

had occasion to refer to, is, that the power of the Sufauriah, or child- Kholaussut- 
ren of Leiss, having become extremely formidable in Persia, during 
the reign of Muatezzed, Issmauil of the race of Saman, or Somoon, 
as a modd’rn Persian would express it, was employed, under the nomi- 
nal authority of that prince, to suppress the usurpation. An object 
Avliich was ultimately accomplished by theSamaunian ; and he received 
in compensation the entire sovereignty of the vast possessions recently 
occupied by the usurpers. 

Ul Mukteffy B’ielah,* Abu Mahommed Ally, the son of Mu- 
atezzed, seventeenth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

At the period of his father’s dissolution, Mukteffy was absent at t- 

^ L'l* IMuKTfP- 

Rakkah, but on information of that event, he repaired immediateh^ to fy IVifla'i, 

Baghdad ; where, on his arrival, the people renewed to him their Ittli Khalif 

pledge of fidelity, and < xperi.mec'd Irom him in return, the most liberal 

proofs of his bounty, in the rieli and magnificent presents which he 

causedto be distributed on the occasion. 

In the second year of this reign, the two hundred and ninetieth of a. H. 200. 
the Ilidjerah, the province of Syria was exposed to a dreadful irrup- A. D.ooa. 
tionofthe, Keraumitah, under their chief Yahev a the son of i{egzuiah,-j- 
son of Mahriiyah : and although this person was killed in battle in the 
early part of the expedition, the schismatics electing his brother Iliis- 
seyne to command in his room, shortly afterwards made themselves 
masters of the greater part of the province. With respect to this 
Ilnsseyne ave further learn, that he affected to trace his descent to 
Issmauil, the adopted patron of the sect, and son of dauffer-ul-Sandck, 
the sixth Imaum ; that he has by historians been distinguished by the 
title of Saheb-ul-Shaiiinah ; and that the chief to whom he consigned 
the direction of his army bore the title of Saheb-ul-Iiaul. Be this as 
it may, the latter was dispatched by his superior at tlie head of a divi- 
sion o£ tile invaders towards Baulhok, and the territory in that quarter ; 

V here they completed the measure of their atrocities by a general 
iijassacre of the inha])itants. Intidligence of tliese enormities being 
however convened to MuktetTy, he at last assembled his troops to ting 
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niimlier of one luiiKlrcd thoir'anrl men ; aiul proceeded at then’ head 
towards the Syrian frontier by the ordinary route ot Jifossiile. On his 
his arrival at ilakkali, a powerful division was dctaehed in advance 
under Mahoimned the son of Su liman, who fell in with these depre- 
dators, under their])rincipal chief the Saheb-ul-Shaainah above alluded 
to, and totally defeated them, about twelve farsangs or leagues from 
Harness : and pursuing them without respite, succeeded in securing 
the persons of both the leaders oi the schismatics, and of three hundred 
and sixtv of their principal followers, in one of the districts adjoining 
to the Euphrates. 

In the course of the year following, the same Zcgriiiah, or Saheb-ul 
Shatimah, having eflected his escape in a manner which is not explain- 
ed, again apj)eared in Syria at the head of the Keraumitah ; and .sig- 
nalized himself afresh by every species of disorder and outrage. But, 
on the approach of a considerable force destined to act against him 
on the part of jSIuktetfy, he turned aside into Babylonia, or Arabian 
Irak ; where, at a place called Suann, near Kadsiah, or Kadessiah, the 
troops of the Khelaufut brought him to an action, and were defeated 
with great slaughter. Subsequent to tliis he appears to have prose- 
cuted his designs with impunity, until the year twohundred and ninety 
four ; when throwing himself into the route of the pilgrims toblekkali 
ill the Arabian desert, he plundered the Karvann, and put twenty 
thousandoftheHadjies to thesword. Toavenge tliis sacrilegiousiiisult, 
one of the generals of Mukteffy, of the name of AYasseif, was dispatch- 
ed at the head of a competent force in pursuit ofZegruiah; and in the 
latter part of the second Rebbeia* of the same tmar, brought him 
to another battle, in which after a desperate conflict, the arch Schis- 
matic was at last killed ; many of his followers fell into the hands of 
the Khalit's troops, and the remainder, for the present, dispersed to dif- 
ferent quarters. 

In the month of Zikaudali of the year twohundred and ninety five,-]' 
at the age of thirty-three, terminated the earthly career ofMukteffv ; 
Avhen he had possessed the throne of the Khalifs for a period of six 
years, and between five and six months. He bore the character of s' 
prudent and benevolent prince. 

^ A, D.907, February. + August A. D. 808^ 



173 


From anotlior sonrceofinformatio!) it would oppoar, lliat Mahoinmrd 
llie son of llarun, being’ employed in Tel)ristaun during’ the reign ot 
Mukteffv, to suppress the usurpation of Mahoinmed the Daukcritc, 
the successor ofllussun the son of Zeid, had no sooner accomplished 
tliat object, through the assistance of Issniauil the Saniaunian, than 
hedcclared himself independent, lie was, however, ultimately compel- 
led to abandon his ambitious views by the troops which were season- 
ably sent against him by Mukteffy : contemporary with whom, it may be 
expedient to remark, werelssmauil, and Ahmed, the Samanides, mon- 
archs of Bokhara. 

Ul Mckteddee, or Muktader B’Jllah* Abul Fazzel Jauffer, the 
son of Muatezzed, eighteenth Ivlialifof the house of Abbas. 

Upon the death ofiMukteflfy, the allegiance of the people had been 
secured, through the zeal and influence of Abbas the son of llusseyne, 
one of the first dignitaries of the empire, for Jauffer the brother of the 
deceased monarch, with the title of Muktedder B’lllah ; but, as this 
prince did not yet exceed his thirteenth ^ear, it became with many 
of every class of society a subject of serious debate, how far it was 
prudent to entrust the sovereign power to the hands of such a minor ; 
and the same reflection producing a change, either real or pretended, 
in the counsels of Abbas himself, he sought to amend his error, by 
substituting Mahoinmed the son of INIuatemmed in his room. However, 
the object of his selection not happening to be then immediately in 
existence, he proposed to transfer his nomination to one of the descend- 
ants of Mutevvukkel, who went by the name of Abul Hussun ; but 
as this person was destined by God’s providence, about the same critical 
period, to share the fate of his relative, the imperial dignity became 
by these casualties, at last established in the hands of Muktedder. 

The year following notwithstanding, the minister Abbas being, with- 
out ostensible cause, cut off’by Husseyne the sonof Hamdan,surnamed 
Abu Heija, the latter entered into a conspiracy with others of the 
nobility in favor of Abdullah the son of JSIuattez ; whom they accord- 
ingly raised to the Khelaufut, with the title of Murtezza B’illah. 
The conspirators were, however, gallantly opposed by the youthful 
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Miikteclder, and Mouniss Khaudem, (or Moiiniss iistaud, as he is else- 
■»i>liorc dcuommated) the chief of the eunuchs, with such of his guards 
as continued firm to their allegiance ; and falling into the hands of the 
Khalit’s party, they were the whole of them put to death, together 
with the unfortunate Abdullah, who, on the seizure of his person, was 
condemned to share the fate of his accomplices, ' 

Subsequent to this period for a series of years, little is offered to 
the attention of the reader, but the removals and re-appointments 
which perpetually recurred among the ministers of Muktedder ; whose 
attention was otherwise entirely devoted to his pleasures. In the 
course of three hundred and nine,* Husseyne the son of ]\Iunsur-ul- 
Hellauje (the cotton dresser) whom, according to our author, the 
learned have united to register in the catalogue of saints, rvas con- 
demned to death, through tlie influence of flamed the son of Abbas 
the Vezzeir, and by a fetva, or decision obtained from the Eymah, or 
sacerdotal order. 

In three hundred and eleven, f Abii Taher the son of xibu Sauid, 
who had become supreme of the Keraumitah on the death of his father, 
contrived by a forced marcii from Cahareyne, on the gulph of Persia, 
at tlie head of seven hundred horse, to surprise the city of Bassorah ; 
from which, alter a pillage and massacre of seventeen days, he was suf- 
fered to retire without the slightest molestation. The year folio wi no-, 
he also plundered and cut to pieces several of the convoys proceeding 
to 3ilekkah, and extended his ravages to Kufah ; and having given to 
that city a competent sample of his enormities, he again retired with 
his accnstoincd celerity into Bahareyne. In three hundred and fif- 
teen, + having made another irruption into the territory of Kufah, and 
keing them att-acked hy nssu t the son of Ahi -iis-sauje , one ot the most 
distinguished of Aluktedder’s captains, he defeated and killed that 
commander. The reputation acquired by this victory encouraged 
him to take possession of Anhaur, the -ancient granary of the Persian 
monarclis,on the Euphrates. A considerable sensation was produced by 
these alarming encroachments in the now voluptuous metropolis of 
Baghdad ; and Mouniss Khaudem with forty thousand horse, was dis- 
patciied by Muktedder to give battle to the Kennathian chiv,!, wiiQ 
was again triumphant. 

*A. D.021. I A.D. 023. 
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In tlie course of the rear three huiulrccl and sixteen, another change A. H. siff. 
of ministers consigned the office of th - vizzaiirut to Abu Ally ben 
Muklah ; but the government of Ml kiedd-'r, through the wretclied 
and imprudent system of delegating his power to the discretion of ‘ 
of a fluctuating ministry, to the companions of his pleasures, and 
even to his women, had by this time declined into the utmost con- 
tempt. It is even recorded that, in some instances, a bondmaid of his 
mother’s was known to preside in the courts of justice. It is there- 
fore not to be wondered at, that he should have been assailed in his 
palace, by Abiil Ileijan the son of Ilamdan, and llaziig, and other 
foctious chiefs, n ho openly revolted against his authority, during the 
three hundred and seventeLmth of the llidjerah.* On this occasion his 
old and faithful domestic INIouniss ul khaudem, avIio had been com- 
jAelled to join the insurgents, contrived by some means or other to 
enter the palace before them ; and made use of the opportunity to 
convey the Khalif, his mother and sister, and most of the individu.sls 
of his family, in safety to a house of his own. The insurgent ciiiois 
proceeded, however, to raise Mahommed the son of Muatezzed to the 
Khelaut'ut, with the title of LT Kaher B’illah. But some of the cham- 
berlains or porters, and other inmates of the khalif’s household being, 
on some pretext or other, refused admission by Bazug, they took 
offence at his behaviour; and two days afterwards assembling in arms, 
in the area before the palace of LT kidier, with loud and tumultuous 
clamors, demaiuK'd their pay. They succeeded in getting into their 
power the persons of Bazug and Ebeii Ilamdan, both of whom they 
immediately ])nt to death : after which, hastening to the dwelling 
house of Mm n -ls, Avhere Muktedder had been secured against the 
designs of the rebels, they conveyed that prince, on their shonldL;rs, 
backagdinintrinmphtothepulaceof the Khelaui'nt; and there renewed 
their oaths of allegiance to him. The person of LT Kaher was con- 
signed to a prison ; and he survived, as Ave shall presently see, to re- 
sume the imperial dignity indeed, but to terminate his days in ultimate 
disgrace and Avrctchedn- ss. 

At the conclusion of this year, on the eighth day of Zilhndjc,f by the 

grims cleuominati'cl roii2e-e-toz\veiah — the day of decoration, AbA 
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Taller the chief of the Keraumitah fell suddenly upon the city of 
Mekkah : and having plundered the place, and massacred near thirty 
thousand persons, and otherwise committed incredible enormities in 
the sacred sanctuary of Isslam, retired again into Bahareyne, taking 
with him the Hidjer-ul-asswad, or black rock of the Kaaubah. Not 
long afterwards he is howeversaid to hav*^e restored the ilidjor-ul-asswad, 
in consequence of an application from Abu Mahommed Abdullah, 
entitled Mehedy, the Issmauilite, king of Africa : although it is other- 
wise stated that this sacred relic continued in the hands of the Kcr- 
aumitah, for a period of twenty years. 

In theyear three hundred and nineteen, it having been intimated to 
him that the Khalif entertained some violent design against his person, 
hlouniss ul Khadem suddenly quitted the metropolis without permis- 
sion ; and has'tening to IMossule, he succeeded in taking possession of 
that city and the adjoining territory, and in assembling a competent 
force ; atthe headof which he shortly afterwards returned towards Bagh- 
dad. The wretched Miiktedder drew out of the town with a design to 
give him battle ; but being basely abandoned by his troops, he fell into 
the hands ot a body of Moghrebins, orLybian mercenaries ; who imme- 
diately struck off his head, and conveyed it to the successful rebel. 

This, at the age of thirty eight, and after a turbulent and inglorious 
reign, according to our author, of four and twenty years, eleven months, 
and sixteen days, appears to have been the tate of Muktedder ; the 
misfortunes of whose government have been, by some writers, prin- 
cipally ascribed to the perpetual, and perhaps capricious variation, 
which he caused to take place among his ministers ; the Vizzaurut 
being transferred no less than fourteen different times, while he slum- 
bered, in luxury and idleness, in thepalace ofthe Khalits. It is however 
here ol)vious to remark, that for the last sixty or seventy years, the 
power of these once formidable, and illustrious sovereigns had been 
on all sides rapidly declining ; for, as we shall hereafter have occasion 
to commemorate more at large, by the usurpations of the sons of Leiss 
on one side, ot the more permanent and celebrated house of Saman 
on another, ami ofthe rapacious Keraumitah on a third, that exten- 
sive empire which, at one period, embraced beneath its sway the vast 
and spacious dominions of the Persian monarchy, in the meridian of its 
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glory, liadbythis tlmereceded within the comparatively circumscribed 
limits of Babylonia and Mesopotamia, the modern Arabian Irak, and 
Jezzeirah ; Avith the addition, perhaps, of a precarious interest, which 
it still contrived to retain, in the adjoining provinces of Syria. 

Ul Ka her B’j llaii* Abu Mansur Mahommed the son of Muatez- 
zcd, nineteenth Khalif ot the house of Abbas. 

The military chiefs and principal inhabitants of Baghdad uniting, on 
the death of the late Khalif, to pledge their allegiance to L 1 Kaher, 
that prince conferred the dignity of the Vizzaurut on Abu Ally Eben 
Muklah, formerly mentioned, and that of Hajeb, or great chamberlain, 
upon Ally the son orYelleik. The malignant disposition, however, 
which he exhibited in hi . Ir 'atment of therelatives and dependants, and 
particularly of the mother of his predecessor, whom, notwithstanding 
she laboured in thelast stage of adropsy, he fined in alargesumof money, 
and committed to the charge of his collectors until it was paid, soon 
furnished to the authors of his elevation, ample cause to regret their 
choice. But the discontent, which was brooding in the minds of his 
ministers, becoming known to the monarch, he contrived tor the pre- 
sent to protract the threatening evil ; by cutting off the chief of the 
eunuchs M-ouniss ul Khaudem, with Y elleik the chamberlain, and 
Ally, one of his sons, Eben Muklah the A'ezzeir found means, how- 
ever, to escape r and by holding, from his retreat, a correspondence 
with the disaffected chiefs, continued to animate them to the design 
of dethroning their sovereign. Accordingly, when all things indicated 
that the means of Ul Jvaher’s humiliation were complete, Seyma the 
captain of the Turkish, or Tartar guards, in conjunction with the 
other chiefs, seized the person of that prince ; and by passing the sear- 
ing instrument across his eyes, forever disqualihed him from resuming 
the functions of the imperial dignity. In this state, he is said to have 
continued his miserable existence to the reign of Ul Muteia B’illah, 
for a period of fifteen, or sixteen years ; during which he was regularly 
seen every Friday, with other blind mendicants, at the gates of the 
principal mosque, soliciting the charity of the benevolent for the man, 
who but as yesterday rvas their sovereign ; although this day reduced 

to be their wretched supplicant. 
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A. H. 822. The wretchedUl Kuher was thus precipitated from his throne, at the 
A.D. 934. age of fifty-two, in the second year of his reign, and the three hundred 
Kliolaussut- and twenty-second of the Ilidjerah ; the office of Vezzeir having been 
** alternately exercised under his authority, by Eben Muklah, by Ma- 

hommed the son of U1 Kaussem, and by Ahmed the son of Abdullah. 

U L R A r z Y , or R A u D H T B’ 1 1. L A H A bid A bbas iiahommed, the son 
ofMuktedder, twentieth Khalifof the house of Abbas. 


Having accomplished their design in the deposition of the unfoitu- 
nate Ul Kaher, the heads of the conspiracy, and chief citizens of Bagh- 
dad, proceeded to enlarge from imprisonment Mahommed the son of 
Mhktedder; whom they immediately raised to the throne of the Kha- 
Vl Rauzy under the title of L’l Ranzv B’illah ; and however profuse, on his 

I LLAH, . , " I ’ 

XXtliKhalif accession, in his promises of the justice with which he vras determined 
of the house to govern, and of the favors which he was disposed to dispense to his 
of Abbas, people, it would appear from the sequel, that the hopes thus inspired 
by the new monarch, were by no means intended to deceive, lie con- 
ferred the Vizzaurut first on Eben .Muklah ; but taking offence at 
the conduct of that minister, he removed him in the course of three 
hundred and twenty -four, and vested the appointment in .■Vimlurraih- 
man the son of Eissa. The continuance in office of the latter, and 
of several others who succeeded, was, however, not more durable than 
that of their predecessors. 

A H 5-1' hundred and twenty-fifth of the Elidjerab, Abu Buk- 

A. D. y 37 . entitled Eben Ratek, and here designated the master spring, or 
perhaps key stone ot the power of LI Rauzy, entered into a compo- 
sition with Abii Taher the prince of the Keraumitah ; bv which, for tlie 
annual sura of fifty thousand dinaurs* of gold from the customs of 
Baghdad, that chief engaged to offer no further molestation to the pil- 
grims, on their way to Mekkah ; and thus a method was at last disco- 
vered to alleviate, in some degree, the mischiefs so long entuiwd 
upon Isslam by these ferocious schismatics. 

1 he very next year, the Vizzaurut being restored to Eben Mukl.di, 
and adispiite arising between that minister and Eheii llatek, for the p- u t 
Winch he was supposed to have taken in his former dismission, iic 
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sought to avens^e the injury by inviting to Baghdad one of the slaves 
of Murtlauenje the son of Zebaur, prince of D \ylem, whose name 
appears ^o have been Buhkem Makauny ; and who, after the assassi- 
nation of his benefactor, had contrived to subjugate some part of the 
territory of Arabian Irak. But the treacherous correspondence being 
de tected by Eben Ratek,and laid before the Khalif, and the presence 
of the usurper in his capital but little according with the benevolent 
views of El Rauzv, he sent for Eben Muklah, and in terms of indig^na- 
tion, taxed him with the odious treason, which he attempted to deny; 
but as his guilt was too clearly substantiated, he was immediately con- 
demned to lose his right hand : and the sentence was carried into 
execution, in spite of his loud and earnest intreaties, that that hand 
might be spared, which had written so many copies of the Koran, It is 
further noticed as something singular, that this man should have been 
tliree times vezzeir, should have served three diu'erent Khalifs, performed 
three pilgrimages to Mekkah, and thrice fairly copied the sacred text 
of the Koran ; and lastly that he should have been three times buried. 

Notwiihstanding all this, the Makaunian, in the course of the same 
year, contrary to the known and acknowledged intentions of El Rauzy, 
entered Baglidad; and Eben Ratek being compelled to fly for life, the 
intruder immediately usurped the absolute administration of affairs ; 
and either received, or extorted from El Rauz\^ the title of 
ionra^ first grandee, or lieutenant general of the empire, on this occa- 
sion first instituted under tlie government of the Khalifs : and from 
that moment may perhaps he properly dated the mere and absolute 
pageantry^ the shadow of their former splendor, which only, this illus- 
trious line of princes were henceforward suffered to retain. 

Three years subsequent to this usurpation^ namely, jn the former 
month of Rebbeia, of the year three hundred and twenty nine,* Rauzy, 
at the age of thirty-two, expired of a dropsical complaint; after having 
exercised a precarious authority for about six years and ten months. 
He bears with historians the character of having surpassed the major- 
ity of the monarchs of the house of Abbas, in accomplishments both 
natural and acquired, and particularly in the benevolent anrl liberal 
qualitits of bis heart ; and he his said to hav'e left several poetical 
perfoimanccSj as memorials of an elegant and cultivated mind. Cou« 
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temporaries ^vith him, were Emmaiid-ud doiilah the Deylemite, and 
his brothers ; and Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian, monarch 
of Transoxiana. 

Ul Mutekky^ Ullaii, Abu Isliauk Ibrauhim, the son of Muk- 
tedder : twenty-first Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Being absent at Waiis:>:it, at the period of L 1 Rauzy’s disolution, the 
Ameir-iil-umra, on intimation of that event, dispatched his instruc- 
tions to the Ulema, Kauzies, and chiefs of the liaslieniitos at Bagh- 
dad, requiring them to transfer liicir allegiance to any one of the race 
of Abbas, wliom they conceived best qualified for the arduous charge 
oftlie imperial government. In conformity with these instructions, the 
principal inliabitauts proceeded accordingly to deliherate on the choice 
of asuccessor to the vacant throne ; and ultimately nxedupon Ibrauliim 
the son of iMukteuder, the brother of the late monarch, whom they 
immediately saluted Khalif with the titie of Mutekky Ullali. 

But, that the proud sovereignty of the Khalits was now reduced to 
a shadow, a convincing proof, if any wore at all necessary, was exhi- 
bited in the conduct of the rapacious Ameir-ul-iimra Buhkem, in the 
early part of this reign. For dispatching to Baghdad a division of 
his followers, they seized forhis use the whole of the horses, and camels, 
and other valuable effects of every description, hitherto deemed the 
exclusive property of the imperial family. T!u.‘ usurper did not, liow- 
ev"er,long survive tofclicitatehimseifoa tibsaiulacious actof successial 
spoliation ; for almost at the very moment of its execullon, he was 
assassinated on a hunting party, by a native of Kurdestaun. On the 
death of this chief, who is otherwise favorably spoken of, for the rigor 
of his police, and the strictness with which he caused the laws to be 
executedagainst malefactors, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra was aspired 
to, by Abu Abdullah Biireidy, at this period governor of Bassorah ; who 
fo the attainment of the object of his ambition, sliortly afterwards ap- 
proached Baghdad ; but l)eing successfull}^ opposed inarms, by a body 
of the Tartar garrison, he was this time compelled to recede from his 
design. 

1 he year following he returned, however, and made himself master 
of Baghdad ; and in revenge for his former miscarriage, gave up that 
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tiTetched cltj^ to all the horrors of pillage and slaughter. Mutekkv, 
%vith aband offaithful foIloAvers, effected his escape in private to Mossul; 
from whence he implored the assistance of Nasser-ud-doulah and his 
brother, the sons of Abdullah ben Hamdan governor of Syria, IncIieeN 
ful compliance with his request, he was joined shortly afterwards by 
those chieftains at the head of a numerous force ; with which they pro- 
ceeded to re-instate him, in the possession of his metropolis and aiithori ty. 
On intelligence oftheKhalit’s approach thus powerfully supported, the 
Bureidian abandoned Baghdad, which was immediately re-occupied 
by its legitimate prince, the usurper retreating tow^ards Waussit: but 
being closely pursued by Nasser-ud-doulah, he was overtaken on his 
march towards that place, in the neighborhood ofMedaein; Avhere 
having ventured to give battle to his pursuer, he was shamefully de- 
feated, and driv'en to consult his safety by a precipitate flight. 

Ill the course of three hundred and thirty-one,^* the dignity of Ameir 
111 umra, notwithstanding the alleged odiousnessof hisrelative, appears 
to have devolved on I'ouzun, one of the kindred of the late Makau- 
nian ; but some jealousies having arisen to destroy the harmony, which 
might for a short time have subsisted between the prince and his min- 
ister, both parties had recourse to the sword ; and the former having 
been defeated, was compelled in the following year to retire to Rakkah : 
from whence he now dispatched to solicit the aid ofEkhsheid, prince 
or governor of Egypt. That prince repaired shortly afterwards to Rak- 
kah, and endeavored to prevail upon Mutekky to accompany him to 
bis province ; there to reside while a sufficient force should be assem- 
bling to aveim'e his wrongs. The Khalif, for reasons which are not 
explained, declined this invitation; ciiusing rather to risk the chance 
of an accommodation with his oppressor, to whom he accordingly ap- 
plied for peace. Convening the heads of the law and religion at Uagh- 
dad, the perfidious Touzun,in their presence, and that ol the messenger 
employed by Mutekky on the occasion, took a solemn oath, that with- 
out the most distant conception of ivil, he should henceforward ever 
retain for the Khalit’s authority, the most sincere loyalty and submis- 
sion : and to that effect, having drawn up, and executed a written en- 
gagement in due form, it was by the same messenger immediately 
transmitted to Mutekky ; who most unadvisedly fell into the snare, 
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A. H. 333. On receipt of this insidious paper, the Khalit, in spite of the reraon- 
A. D- 0-tt. strances of both Nasser ud doulah and Seyfiul doulah, and ot h.kh- 
Khalaiissut- gjjeid governor of E^ypt, proceeded towards Baghdad ; and being met, on 
ul-akhbaur. gf £igsa, by Touznn, he there received outwardly 

from that minister every mark of respect and duty, at the same moment 
that his agents were employed to conduct Abdullah the son of Muk- 
teffy to the encampment, for the purpose of superseding him: but 
immediately on the arrival of Abdullah, the perfidious minister threw 
off the mask, seized the person of his unhappy soveieign, and, apply- 
ing the searing instrument to his eyes, forever bereaved him ot sight. 

This event appears to have taken place in the three hundred and 
thirty-third of the Hidjcrah, when Alutekky had exercised his pre- 
carious authority for three years, and eleven months. He is stated 
to have survived his misfortune fora period oi five and twenty years; 
namely, to the three hundred and fifty-eighth of the llidjerah, when 
he quitted this life, and was buried somewhere on the western side of 
Baghdad. In addition to its other distresses, that unfortunate city 
experienced, during the reign of Miitekky, the affliction of a severe 
famine : and we shall further remark, that contemporary with this 
ill-fated monarch, were the princes Nasser ben Ahmed, and his 
son Niih, or Noah, the Samanides : and I'.mmaud-ud-doulah and his 
brothers, the Deylemites of the race of Biivah. 

Ul M USTEKFY BTllah,* Abul Kaussem xYbdullah, the son of 


Mukteffy, twenty-second Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

Having circumvented, and deposed his sovereign in themanner above 
related, Touzun proceeded to establish on the throne of the Khalits, 
Ul Mustekey -Abdullah the son ofMukteffy, the couzin german of the extruded mon- 
B iELAH.XXIId arch, with the title of Mustekty or. MusteketfyB’iiiah. The perfidious 


Kbalif of the 
boubC of Abbas. 


Ameir-ul-umra was, however, not suffered long to triumph in ihe 
success of his iniquitous plans ; a signal, and almost immediate judg- 


ment would seem to have pursued him, for the violence of wnich h& 


had been guilty towards the person of the unfortunate Alutekky ; for 
he was smitten with blindness, and died shortly afterwards, in the 
month of Mohurrim of the year three hundred and thirty-tour.‘|‘ 

Ihe government of Baghdad, at this period become, very probably, 
an appendage to the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, now devolved upoa 


» Dei"ratiaiu iuteute supplkaus. t A. h. y-ia. 
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one of the military chiefs, here called the son of Shcirzaud. This min- 
ister proceeding, however, to exercise his autliority with every species 
of oppression and violence, the situation of the wretched inhabitants 
became to the last degree deplorable ; and intelligence of their suffer- 
ings being conveyed to Ahmed the son of Buyah, who had by this 
time extended his conquests to Ahuauz, that commander immediately 
directed his march towards BaghdM. The son of Sheirzaud, and the 
Turkish Maumluks terrifir-d at his approach, abandoned the city and 
fled ; and Mustekfy conceived it expedient for a short time to follow 
their example. But Ahmed the son ofBuyah having soon afterwards* 
entered Baghdad, without opposition, the Khalif, among others, hast- 
ened to visit him ; expressing the utmost joy and gratitude, that his 
presence should at last have relieved him from the apprehensions, 
under which he had continually lived, from the violence of the Turks. 

The son ofBuyah made little difficulty in pledging his allegiance 
to JNlustekfv, and received from him, in return, the title of Muezz-ud- 
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doulah, the glory of the stale, by which we are henceforward to recog- 
nize him. For a few days, things appeared to proceed between them 
ith considerable harmony; but a misunderstanding having ulti- 
mately arisen, this phantom of a Khalif was, in the course of the very 
same year, seized by Miiez z-ud-doulah, and like some of his prede- 
cessors, condemned to lose his eye-sight ; in which situation he, 
however, survived to the year three hundred and thirty-eight. 

Mustekfy had attained to the age of forty-one, before he was called 
to the now meagre, and unsubstantial honorsofthe Khelaufut ; which, 
however nominal, he was not suffered to enjoy beyond the circum- 
scribed period of sixteen months ; having been degraded from his 
authority, and condemned to languish in perpetual night in the 
year three hundred and thirty-four. The office of Vczzeir, which 
still subsisted, though shorn of all its splendor, was held during the 
reign of Mustekfy, by Abfil Ferrah Mahommed the son of Ally. Con- 
t^'inporary with this Khalif were Nuh the son ofMunser, or Munsur, 
the Samauni in ; and Emmaud-ud-doulah the Deylemite, with his 
brothers llokken-ud-doulah, andMuezz-ud-doulah ; the latter ofwhorn 
became, as we havtgiust scen,theauthorofhis misfortunes and disgrace. 


* On the litij oi'lUe fornar Juiiunaudy, or l8th of December, A, D, 045. 
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ITl Muteia Ul- 
3UAH,XXIIId Klia- 
lif of the hou^e of 
Abhas. 


U L Muteia Ullah* Abul Kaussem Fazzel, the son of Mflk* 
tedder, twenty-third Khalif ofthe house of Abbas. 

Having confirmed, instead of alleviating the degraded state ofthe 
Khelaufut, by the sulferings inflicted upon the deposed Miistekfv, 
the Deylemite proceeded to the further exercise of his power, by rais- 
ing Fazzel the son of Muktedderto the sovereign dignity, with the title 
of Muteia Ullah ; providing, at the same time, that he should not foroet 
his humiliating dependence, by the appointment of an agent, to note 
and keep a regularaccountofithe receipt and expenditure ofthe pageant 
prince. So totally indeed, according to our author, was the represen- 
tative ofthe house of Abbas excluded from any influence in the oovcrn- 
ment, during the ministry of Muezz-ud-doulah, that it was for some 


time in the contemplation of that minister, to transfer the Khelaufut 
altogether, to Abid Hussun Mahommcd the son of Y aheva theZeidian • 
from an opinion, which he appeared to have embraced, of the superior 
claims of the decendants of Ally : but from the execution of this desi'ui 
he was dissuaded by his V'ezzeir Abu Jautfer Mahommed the Zem- 
meirian ; who proved to him, by the most convincing arguments, that 
such a change in the succession would be inevitably followed by the 
subversion of his own power. 


Such being the absolute nullity to which his power was reduced, 
it is perhaps not extraordinary that, during the comparatively protracted 
xeignot Muteia, theonly circumstance which our author has conceived 
worthy of record, is the restoration, in three hundred and thirty nine, ^ 
ofthe hidjer-ul-asswad, by the Keraumitah ; who having brought \t 
to the city of Khfah, and fastened it to one ofthe pillars'of the^prin- 
cipal mosque at that place, there left it; with the information, that it was 
y command they had taken it away, and by command they no\y 
•Deosubluiiaua, \ei-submitteas, tA. 
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expressions may beallegred to signify either, the separation, or the re- 
“surrection, is athand/^ But of what nature the animal, or what strange 
event it might be construed to prognosticate is not exactly explained. 
On the authority of theTarikhguzeidah, however, it may be added that 
during the same year, the province ofHejauz, including thetvvo sacred 
cities, was wrested by the Issinauilians from the dominion of the 
house of Abbas. 

Through some malignant motive, either of jealousy or ambition, an 
army was conducted in the course of three hundred and seventy-six,* 
by Shurf-ud-doulah, to the attack of his brother Sumsaum-ud-doulah, 
at Baghdad ; and the latter imprudently relying on the influence of 
fraternal affection, and repairing to the camp of his aggressor, found 
in imprisonment ample occasion to regret his imbecility. On his 
entrance into Baghdad shortly afterwards, Shurf-ud-doulah evinced, 
however, for LI Taeia every outward proof of respect, and suffered 
him as before to retain the trappings of imperial splendor. 

On the death of Shurf-ud-doulah in the three hundred and seventy- 
ninth of the Hidjerah,* he was succeeded in the dignity of Ameir-ul- 
umra, by his brother Abu Nasser Feyroz Ivhossrou, who received 
the title of Beha-ud-doulali. The year following, the avarice of this 
man being attracted by the rich effects, of which the representative 
of the house of Abbas was yet allowed to retain possession, he 
solicited one day, on some pretext or other, permission to visit the 
j)alace of the Khelaufut : w here having seated himself, according to 
custom, in a chair of state, in the presence of U1 Taeia, and several 
of the Deylemite commanders pressing forwards at the same time, the 
K halif, on the supposition that it was for the purpose of kissing his 
bands, very graciously extended them towards the intrudeis. The 
Deylemites ii mrdiateh seied him by the arms, and forcing him from 
his throne, conveyed the wretched monarch to another apartment : 
while Bchd-ud-doiilah employed the opportunity to appropriate his 
treasure and valuables. At the same time messengers were dispatched 
to invite Ahmed the son of Ishauk, the grandson of Muktedder, now 
residing at Tenjah, or Mekkah sometimes so denominated, to take 
possession of the throne Oi‘ Ids nephew. 

A -t A. D.98a 

2 B 
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lif of the house of 
Abbas, 


tn Taeia is said to have occupied the throne of the Khalifs for -ai 
period of seventeen years, nine months and some days ; by which 
we are led to conclude that his degradation took place from the four- 
teenth to the twentieth of Shabaun,* of the year three hundred and 
eighty-one. It is however added, that he survived his humiliation 
for a nnmber of years, was admitted to a considerable degree of friend- 
ship, and to the society of his successor, and died after all at the 
mature age of sixty-nine. 

Ul Ka der'B’illa Abul Abbas Ahmed the son of Ishauk, 
son of Muktedder, twenty-fifth Khalif of the house uf Abbas. 

With the common failing of contracted minds, a predilection for 
the marvellous, our annalist ushers in his very concise account of the 
long reign of Ul Kader, with the followingcircumstances ; which he 
proceeds to communicate on the authority of Heybut Ullah, the 
secretary of Muhuzzeb-ud-doulah the Deylemite. 

Towards the. close of the preceding reign, apprehensive that Ul 
Taeia was meditating some designs hostile to his person, the grand- 
son of Muktedder fled for protection to Muhuzzeb-ud-doulah, who 
kept his court at that period at Tenjah but whether this has any 
allusion to Mekkah, as recently advanced, must still remain in some 
degree of uncertainty. Be this, however, as it may, Heybut Ullah 
the secretary already mentioned, repairing one day to the abode of 
the imperial fugitiv^e, found him involved in deep reflection, and pro- 
ceeded to demand the reason. Ahmed informed him, without reserve* 
that the night before he had been visited, by what he conceived to be 
a very singular dream, which he then described. The city he ima- 
gined to be surrounded by a vast and sudden inundation ; and 
while the inhabitants were busily employed in laying a bridge to effect 
their escape from it, and he was contemplating with astonishment the 
prodigious expanse of waters which extended on all sides of him, he 
thought he perceived, at the opposite extremity of the bridge, a per- 
son, who called to him to know, if he was desirous of being conveyed 
safeover this tremendous inundation. Havingreadilv replied in the affir- 
mative, he thought the stranger slretchedout his hand, and drew him ia 

* 25th to 3 1st of October, 991. -f Dei gratia poteiis. 

t There is a place of this name west of Katif, on theguiph of Persia. 



restored it. The venerated marble was soon afterwards conveyed by the 
faithful Mahommedans to Mekkah, and there fixed in its proper place. 
And it is moreover added, on the authority of another work,* that, 
although in conveying it to the country of their abode, the Keraumitah 
disabled forty camels in the undertaking, the single camel which was 
employed on this occasion by theMossleins, to carry it back to Mekkah, 
throve to an extraordinary degree under the sacred burden. 

It will be seen in a subsequent page of this work, that Muezz-ud» 
doulah dying in the course of three hundred and fifty six, he was suc- 
ceeded as Ameir-ul-umra, by his son and successor, Ezz-ud-doulah 
Bukhtiaur : vvhich’does not however appear to have produced any change 
in the destiny of the Khelaufut. Be this as it may, on the thirteenth 
of the month ofZilkaudah, of the year three hundred and sixty three, j" 
the shadow of authority which remained to him, was abdicated by 
Muteia, inconsequence of a stroke of the palsy, in favor of his son 
Abdul Kereim. He survived his abdication about two months. 

The reign of this prince appears to have occupied a period of twenty 
eight solar, o\' twenty nine lunar years, and five or six months; and 
contemporary with him were Nuh or Nouh and his son Abdulmelek, 
the Samanides, monarchs of Bokhara ; and Emmaud-ud-doulah, his 
brothers, and nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah the son of Rokken-ud-doulah 
the Deylemites, 

Ul Taeia Ullah+ Abu Bukker Abdul Kereim, the son of Muteia, 
twenty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

The throne of the Khalifs having been abdicated by his father, in 
the manner just related, the military chiefs, and principal inhabitants 
of the metropolis appear to have submitted without debate to the au- 
thority of Abdul Kereim, under the title of Ul Taeia Ullah : but the 
dissensions which broke out at the very commencement of his reign, 
between Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur the Ameir-ul-umra, and the Turk- 
ish mercenaries, afforded but a fearful prospect of the advantages of 
royalty. In the mean time, Ezz-ud-doulah withdrawing with precipi- 
tation towards W aussit, in order to solicit the aid of his couz in Ezzed- 
ud-doulah, the Khalif was compelled to accompany the Turks in their 

• The Tarikh giizeitiah. t Third of September, A. D. 974. J Deo subniittent. 
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pu’'«uit of him to the Myalls of that city ; before which several conflicls 
now took place, terminating for the most part to the disadvantage and 
defeat of Bukhtiaur. 

But Ezzed-ud-doulah advancing into Arabian Irak in the course of 
the succeeding year, to the relief of his kinsman, and the Turks flying 
towards Baghdad, on his arrival near VVaussit, they were immediately 
pursued, in their turn, by the two couzins now united. Baghdkl was 
soon afterwards again subjugated to the power of the Devlemites. LT 
Taeia received, however, from the conquerors every mark of veneratioii 
and respect; andEz/ed ud-doulah, having re-established his kinsman 
in the dignity of Am ir-ul-umra, returned in triumph into Earss. ' 
From a misunderstanding which had, however, arisen with his rela- 
tive, Ezzvd-ud-doulah in three hundred and .sixty six, re-appeared before 
Baghdad at the head of his troops; and having succeeded after a tedious 
and obstinate course of hostilities, in dispossessing Ezz-ud-doulah* of 
thecity, compelled liim in the following year, three hundred and sixty 
seven, to retire into S ria. In that province Ezz-ud-doulah unfortu- 
nately contrived to raise a body of troops, with which he hastened once 
more towards Baghdad ; and his kinsman advanced to give him battle. 
H e was defeated and taken prisoner in the neighbourhood of Tekreit, 
and immediately put to death. Ezzed-ud-doulah survived this period 
about fiveyears — to the year three hundred and seventy-two; when he 
died, and wr.s succeeded in all his powers and possessions by his son, 
with the title of Sumsaum-ud-doulah. 

At the hazard of being taxed with equal credulity, we are here com- 
pelled to mention from our author, as a circumstance which he profes- 
ses torelateonthe concurring testimony ot historians, that in the course 
ot theyear three hundred andseventy-four,*a prodigious animal, in size 
surpassing an elephant, and of the feathered race according to some 
■writers, was observed to emerge from the seaof Omman; am. taking its 
station on the summit of an adjoining tumulus, to utter in distim t 
and excellent Arabic, the words “ Ivuddi- ivurrebi,” three diifcrent 
times, directing its voice, and looking eastwards. This was repeated 
for three days successively, alter which it totally disaf'peared. 'I’he 

•Tli.'se tw,. nami'j are so easi y coiii'o jiidecl, tliai if .na be necessary to remark, tiiat the 
former sigiiiiies lue ana, aau the iaticr tiiev ori) of the slate. 

t A. U. u«4-5. 
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notdeliveredup,tli6pi’oudpalacesofBaghdadshouldbe trampled to dust 
tinder the hoofsof hiselephants ; to which the Khaiif returned no other 
reply than a laconic reference to the fate of Abrahah-ul-ashrein, and 
the Ass-haub-ul-feil,* well known in Arabian story ; and this was 
superscribed on the back of Mahmud’s angry epistle. 

Contemporary with L I Kader were, as we have briefly shewn, Sul- 
tan Mahm'fld above mentioned, and his son Mussaoud,of Gheznin, or 
Ghezni: Beha-ud-douhih and Sftltaun-ud-doulah the Deylemites i 
and the princes Nouh, or Nuh, the son of Munsur, and Munsur and 
Abdulmelek the sons of Nouh of Bokhara. The power of the house 
'of Saman became however extinguished, in the early part of this 
reign, in the death of Issmail the son of Nouh, entitled Muntesser, 
who was assassinated in the former Rebbeia of the year three hun- 
dred and ninety-five, as will be noticed hereafter in its proper place, 
by one of the agents ot Sultan Mahmud. 

Ul Kaeim B’immer Ullah,* Abu Jaufler Abdullah, the son of 
U1 Kader, twenty-sixth Khaiif ot the h .use of Abbas. 

Immediately on the death of his father the allegiance of the people 
of Baghdad was rei>ewed with due solemnity to Ul Kaeim. But the 
power of the Khelaufut being by this time reduced to little better 
than the name, the substance is to besought for in the transactions of 
those ministers, who, under the title of Ameir-ul-umra, or whatever 
other appellation, successively usurped the entire authority of the 
state. 

Jullaul-ud-cloulah dying in Shahaun, of the year four hundred and 
thirty-five, his nephew Abu Kalinjar Merzebaun, quitted Shirauz, 
the metropolis of the race of Biiyah ; and proceeding to Baghdad, was 
invested, on his arrival in that city, in the course of the year follow- 
ing, with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, which he retained to the 
period of his death in four hundred and forty ; being then succeeded 
by his son Ul Melek-ur-raheim Khossrou Feyrouz. 

Unhappily, some dissension arising between the Reiss-ur-roussa, 
the vezzeir of Ul Kaeim, and Bessaussery, who held a distinguish- d 
rank among the Deylemites, the latter chief, in the course of ff)ur 
hundred and forty seven, withdrew Irom Baghdad; and proceeding 

*Sec the imiileut described in Sale’s Koran, vol. II. p. 5i0, lu theyrdte. 
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to commit every species of depredation throughout the country, dis- 
patched to demand the assistance of Mustanser the Fatimite, at this 
period prince of Egypt. The demand was readily complied with, 
and the wretched metropolis of the house of Abbas became again the 
scene of tumultuous rage and disturbance ; to that degree, that it was 
found necessary to fortify with a ditch and rampart the great mosque 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite, situated in the western quarter 
of Baghdad ; in order to protect the people, while at their devotions, 
against the violence of the licentious depredators, by whom the place 
was so cruelly infested. 

Such was the state of Baghdad, when it attracted the attention of 
Toghrel Beg, of the race of Seljuk, who had about this crisis estab- 
lished his authority in Khorassaun, and Persian Irak ; and to whom an 
alleged* invitation from LI Kaeirn to relieve him and his people from 
the effect of these convulsions, afforded a favorable pretext for extend- 
ing his conquests westwards. He accordingly appeared before Bagh- 
dM, and encamped in irresistible force before the gate of Shammaus- 
siah, on Monday the twenty-fifth of Ramzaun, of the year four hun- 
dred and forty-seven .f 

The month however had closed, w'hen some dispute occurring be- 
tween the town’s people and the troops ofToghrel, with respect to some 
business in the market ; and the inhabitants proceeding to assail the 
soldiery with stones, it soon increased into a serious affray, in which 
many were killed on both sides ; and it ended in a general pillage of the 
place by the Seljukians. In the mean time, ascribing the tumult to 
some contrivance on the part of Melkur-raheim, Toghrel Beg sent to 
intimate to LT Kaeim, that if he were truly unconcerned in promoting 
the sedition, that minister would immediately repair to him. As it 
tvas thought prudent to comply with the intimation, the unfortunate 
minister no sooner entered the camp of the Seljiikian, than his person 
was seized, and he was condemned to pass the remainder of his days in 
& prison. 

In the course of the succeeding year, Toghrel Beg became master of 
Mossule, and the adjoining territory, which had been seized by the 
rebel Bessaussery ; but being unexpectedly summoned into Persian 
Irak in the year four hundred and fifty, to quell the revolt of his 
* Tarikb ggseidah. f Seveuteeatb of December, iUbo. 
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safety to the other side. That, his surprise being considerably aug- 
mented by the circumstance, he expressed a desire to learn to whom 
he was indebted for his miraculous deliverance; and received the fol- 
lowing reply. “ I am iVlly the son of Abitauleb — ^the moment is at 
“ hand when thou shalt be raised to the Khelaufut — it will behove 

thee to protect, and befriend ray children, and the advocates of my 

family.” When Ahmed had proceeded thus far in his relation, the 
voises of the messengers, who had been dispatched by Beha-ud-dou- 
iah to invite him to Baghdad, were heard at the door ; and he was 
immediately dismissed to avail himself of his exalted destiny, with an 
equipment, adequate to his rank, provided by the liberality of Mu- 
huzzeb-ud-doulah. 

On his arrival in the neighborhood of the metropolis, the Khalif elect 
was met by the regent, and all the principal inhabitants ; and on the 
spot received their pledge of allegiance, with the title of U1 K&der 
B’illah. He entered Baghdad on the thirteenth of the month of Ram- 
zaun ;*and we might be led to imagine that his reign commenced under 
auspices the most favorable, since it is here stated, that on his entrance 
into his capital, the affairs of the Khelaufut immediately assumed an 
appearance of regularity and system ; and that the power hitherto exer- 
cised by the princes of the race of Buyah, was not much longer per- 
mitted to retain its over-bearing and oppressive predominance. 

Under the year three hundred and eighty-three we find it, however, 
noticed, that Sekeinah the daughter of Beha-ud-doulah should have 
been espoused by U1 Kader, whose spiritual supremacy does not yet 
appear to have been acknowledged in the great province of Khoras- 
5 aun» The people of that province resenting that a blameless and 
unoffending Imaiim should have been dethroned without a cause; and 
therefore continuingboth the Khotbah, and the coinage, in the name of 
U1 Taeia, until the period between the years three hundred and eighty- 
seven and eighty-nine. When, the whole country being subjugated by 
the arms ofSuItan Mahmud Ghauzi, of Ghezni, that monarch, in con- 
sequence of the friendship which had been recently established 
between them, and peradventure of the imperial robe or mantle, and 
the title of Yemein-ud-doulah transmitted to him by the Khalif, 

‘ Twentj-second of November, A. D. 
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directed the Khotbah to be thence forward pronounced in the name 
of Ul K ader. 

In three hrindred and ninety-nine,* the province of Syria was reco- 
vered from Hakem the son of Azziz the Issmauilian, by the Benni 
Kulaub ; and about the same period Beha-ud-doulah, and the princi- 
pal inhabitants of Mossule were invited by the prince of Egypt of 
that race, to acknowledge the descendants of Fatima, as rightful heirs 
to the Khelaufut. The letters and presents which were transmitted 
on the occasion being, however, rejected through the zeal and influ- 
ence of Kauzy Abu Jautfer, and conveyed by him to LT Ivader, they 
were publicly burnt, before the gates ofthe Khalif’s palace at Baghdad : 
and the Kauzy, whose exertions had been so seasonably and success- 
fully employed Ic retain the nobles of Mossule in their allegiance, was 
rewarded, in a double proportion to the value of the presents received 
from the Fatimite. 

In the latter Jummaudy ofthe year four hundred andthree,ton the 
death of his father Beha-ud-doulah, the dignity of Aineir-ul-umra 
devolved to Sultan-ud-doulah, with whom it continued to the year 
four hundred and eleven ; when the arms of his brother Mushurref- 
ud-doulah prevailing, the government of Baghdad was transferred to 
that prince. 

Having nominated his son Abdullah to succeed him in the empire 
with the title of LT Kaeiin B’immer LTlah, so far back as the year four 
hundred and sixteen, the Khalif ul Kader reposed himself in the arms 
ol death, in the last month ot the four hundred and twentv-second of 
the Hidjerah ;;j; at the very advanced age of eighty-six, and after a 
protracted reign of one and forty years. 

LI Kader has acquired with historians the character of a temperate, 
just, and pious prince, eminent for his many amiable and laudable 
qualities ; for which, as some compensation even in this life, an Al- 
mighty providence blessed him with a long, and prosperous reign. 

We cannot here omit the circumstance, that it was at the court of 
L 1 Kader that the prince ot Persian bards, the celebrated Ferdoussv» 
sought an asylum against the vengeance of Mahmud Sebektekein. 
In the letter which that formidable conqueror wrote on the occasion, 
he is stated to have threatened, that if the object of his wrath was 
• A. D. 1008. t December, lul2. j December, 1031. 
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ffiaternal brother Ibrauhim Niaiil, who had taken possession of nanrt- A. IL 4.>o, 
adaun, Too hivl was cons rained to draw his troops to the eastward, A. D> looO. 
in the midst of his triumphs; and Bessaussery taking advantage of 
his absence, hastened to Baghdad, and there imprisoning the person 
of U1 Kaeiui, in Zilkaudah of the same yeai’, proceeded to pronounce 
the Khotbahin the name of Miistanser, the ratimitc Khalif of Egypt 


already alludeil to* 

As soon, however, as Toghrel Beghad extinguished the ill-timed 
and ill-advised rebellion of his brother, he resumed his designs upon 
western Irak, and put his troops again in march for^Baghdad; which 
was ab'indoned at his approach by the usurper Bessaussery* The 
Khalif LT Ivaeim was now enlarged from his confinement, and pror- 
ceeded to inet^t' the ' Seljakian monarch ; who dismounting at his 
ai>pearance, kissed the ground beiore him, and continued walking by 
the side ofhis horse, until invited to remount by the title of Rokken* 
id-diHilah. The two princes re-entered Baghdad together on this 
occasion, in the latter part of Zilkaudah of the year four hundred and 
fifiy-one** Bessaussery was immediately pursued to the neighbor- 
hood of Kufah, where he was overtaken before the conclusion of the 
year; and falling into the hands of the Sultan’s advanced guard, his 
head was struck otf without much ceremony^ and transmitted to that 
monarch ; who is said to have lamented this anticipation ofhis justice, 
since it deprived him of the opportunity which he had in contempla- 
tion, oireturning good for evii^^ 

The person whose fate we have just recorded, and whose spirited 
exertions, in spite of repeated discomfiture, to resist thearms of Toghrel 
Beg, have been detailed at ’ consideratile length by several respt^ct- 
abie authorities, was originally the slave of Beha-ud-doulah the 
Dcyleinite, and ill early life bore the name of Arslan — the lion. lie 
also bore indiscriminately the names of Abul IJikreth, and Bessaus- 
scry ; the latter from the place oi his nativity n'.‘ar Shirauz, of which 
city^ he held the govermneut for some time, under the authority of 
liis master. 


Tranquillity bring at last thoroughly established, U1 Ivaeim detcr- 
liJued,by a double coiiiudual tie, to complete his alliance vviUi fo^h- 

I05o. t 
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hi H. 451 . reJ He^ ; and for this purpose he liestowed upon that monarch his 
A. D. 1060 . daughter, the princess Sfeydah Khatun, taking to himself Arslan 
Tarikh Khatun, the daughter of Tchegher Beg, the sister of the celebrated 
Arslan, and niece of Toghrel. The year following he declared 
his son Abdullah successor to the throne of the Khalit’s by the title 
of Mukteddy B’illah; 

The month of Ramzaun of the year four hundred and fifty-five* was 
distinguished by the death of ToghrelBeg, who expired at Rai, whi- 
ther, at the age of seventy, he had proceeded to consummate his union 
with the daughter of U 1 Kaeim. He was succeeded in his extensive 
dominionsby Alep Arslan Mahommed his nephew, the son of Tchegh- 
cr Beg, already mentioned. Eitkein Sulimauny was immediately 
dispatched by that prince to assume thegovernment of Baghdad ; and 
with him it continued to the year four hundred and sixty-four,| when 
It was conferred upon Saud-ud-doulah Gouher Eyne ; who had 
Recently distinguished himself by the capture of aivemperor of Con- 
&tantinople, vanquished in a great battle by the renowned Alep 
Arslan ; as will be hereafter noticed. 

That fearless monarch Avas, however, assassinated in the very year 
following, on his march towards Transoxiana, by Yussuf Kotvvaul, 
the governor ofa petty fortress on the banks of the Jeyhun ; whom 
he had condemned to die, for what he conceived to have been a rash 
and uiiAvarrantable defence of his post. Alep Arslan was succeeded 
by his son Melek Shah, the most accomplished and illustrious of the 
face ofSeljuk. 

About two years subsequent to that pei'iod, namely, in the middle 
of Shabaun, of the four hundred and sixty-seventh of the Ilidjerah,J 
died the Khaleifah U 1 Kaeim, at the age of seventy-six years, three 
months, and five days; and after having exercised the precarious func- 
tions of his station, no\v almost totally spiritualized, for the long 
interval of forty-four lunar years, eight months, and two days ; which 
Added to the period of his father’s reign, is observed to have nearly 
equaled the entire duration of the power of the house of Ommeyah, 

L I Kaeim is considered to have been a learned, prudent, and elo* 
^.uent prince, of distinguished virtue and liberality of spirit. 

• September, A. D. 106«. t A. D. -1071 . -J April, A. D. 4075. 
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His contemporaries were, in Ghezni, Mds oud, Mahocnmed, and a. H. 46J'. 
Abdurreshid the sons of Sultan Mahmud Ghazi ; Moudud, Ally, and A-D- 
Ibrauhim, the sons of Mussaoud, and another Mussaoud the son of ‘’I'ariktr- 
Moudud : in the two .couatEies of Irak and Parss, Jullaul-ud-doiiJah, 
Emmaud-;Ud-dein Ullah, and Melk-ur-raheim the Deylemites, whose 
power was now extinguished ; and latterly in all these countries, 

Ghezni excepted, Toghrel Beg, succeeded by Alep Arslan, and his 
son Melek Shah, of the race of Seljuk. 

Ul Mukteddy B’illah,* Abul Kaussem Abdullah the son of 
U1 K&eim, twenty-seventh Khalifof the house of Absbas. 

While some historians are agreed in considering this prince as im- Kholanssuf- 

mediately the son ofUl K&eini, there are others who state that he was ul-akhbaur. 

the grandson only of the deceased monarch, by one of his children 

.who bore the name of Zekheir-ud-dein. Be this however as it may, ul Mukted- 

the nobles and principal inhabitantsofBaghdad renewed, without scru- dy B’illah, 

pie, the allegiance alreadv pledged during the life of his predecessor, 

^ . uf or the house 

and quietly submitted to the authority of Mukteddy : that autnority ■ hi.a«, 

which was now more than ever confined within tlic lofty enclosures 
of the palace of Baghdad, and beyond which, with a few slight and tran- 
sient exceptions, it was never again suffered to extend any substantial 
influence, or coutroul. 

During the year four hundred and seventv-nine,t the twelfth of 
Mukteddy, the city of Baghdad received a peaceful visit from Sul- 
.tan Melek Shah, the glory of the race of Seljuk ; whose deportment 
towards the illustrious representativ'e of the house of Abbas, is des- 
cribed to have evinced the utmost respect and reverence. In the 
month of Sulfur of the year following, J that monarch reuirned to his 
capital of Isfahaun ; from whence his daughter, who had been already 
betrothed to Mukteddy, tvasby his directions conducted to Baghdad, 
in a stvde of unparalleled splendor. I'lie princess was received on her 
arrival with extiaordinary rejoicings ; and =he entered the metropolis 
accompanied by the whole court of her imperial consort, amidst an 
illumination which eclipsed the stars, and set the finnament in a bhize. 

This was followed, the next day, by an entertainment of unexampled 
costand magnificence ; of the expenditure of which in other articles, 
i|^ome estimate may be formed, when it is said, jn that.of suggr pnly, tf 
* Dei gratia assecutus. + A. D. 1086, i May, 1087. 
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have ainbimted to forty thousand mnnns or inannds : and this, calc!.!*- 
latcd at a quarter of a hundred weight per maund, will- exhibit iln- 
moderate total of five hundred tons. 

Under some circumstances of displeasure rvith her imperial spouse, 
the daughter of Melek Shah thought fit, notwithstanding, to return, 
in the course of four hundred andeightv-one, to the court and protec- 
tion of her father, where slie died shortly afterwards. 

In the year four hundred and eighty-four Melek Shah again visited 
Baghdad ; and the year following, this illustrious monarch, having been 
seized with a fit of illness on a hunting party in the neighborhood of 
that city, expired in the month of Shavaul,^ just eighteen davs after the 
execution of his admired, and faithful minister Nizam-ul-nu't!k. Of 
JMcdek Shall we shall however have occasion to relate some further 
particulars, when we come to treat more immediately of this branch 
of the race of Seljiik. 

And, in the month of Mohnrriin, of the year four hundred and 
eighty-seven, t the Khalif Miikteddy also finished his earthly career 
at the age of thirty nine; having supported the pageantry of the Ivhe- 
laufut for a period ot nineteen lunar years, and four or five montiis. 
Contemporary with this jiriuce were, as above recited, Sultan Melek 
Shah, and latterly his son Siiltan Berguiaruk, of the race of Stdjuk, 
in Persia and Transoxiana ; and in Uhezni, Ibrauhim Shah the son 
ot M'.issaoud. It may also be of importance to obscu’ve that, accor- 
ding to the larikh guzeidah, it n as during the Khelaufut of iNliik- 
teddy, about the year four hundred and eiglitv-three.J that llussun 
Saliah the first Shaikh-ul-jebbel, or old man of the mountain, in the 
fortress ot A1 Mowut, or castle of the eagles, in the neighborhood 
of Kazvein, (the foundation of which is ascribed to llussun the Zei- 
dite in the time of Mutcwukkel) proclaimed the doctrines of the Iss- 
mauilians, or Bowatinists ; which continued to be disseminated from 
thence by that Fanatic and his successors, until their impregnable 
retreatwas finally surrendered to Hollaku, in the six hundred and fifty- 
fourth of the Hidjerah. 

Ul Mustkzhir or AIusTEZEiiiHB’iLLAn,§ Abul Abbas Ahmed 
the son of INlukteddy, twenty-eighth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

M ith the immediate concurrence of SMtan Berguiaruk. the son .of 
Melek Shah, then on the spot at Baghdad,Ahe throne- of the Khalils 

' November, lO<J 2 . f Jaiiuaig, 1094. J A. D. 1090. 3 Dei gratia defeious. 



1^'as ascended on the demise of his father, l)y 'Ahmed the son otAIidc- 
leddy, under the title of ]Mustezhir iihllah. 

Sultan Herguiaruk dying in the latter Rebbeia of the year four hun- 
dred aud ninety-eight,^' tlie Khotbah was pronounced in the same 
metropolis,' in the name of his son Melek Shah'the second: Irat Siiltaii 
IMaliOinmed, the brother of the deceased monarch,, arriving at Baghdad 
in the course of the succeeding inonth ofJummaudy, a treaty was 
concluded between him and his nephew, by which it was agreed tiiat 
the two princes should he etpially associated in tlie royalties ol'tlie 
Khotbah. The supreme authority was however entirely ahsorbcnl 
in the stronger power of the uncle; with whom it continued to the 
year five hundred and eleven, + when he died, leaving his throne to his 
son Mahmiid : who was however soon destiiied toyieid the precedence 
to his uncle Sultan Sun jur, another of the sons of Meh-k Shah, who 
assumed the sovereign authority ; leaving to his nephew, the goverii- 
nient only of Persian Irak, 

Mustezhir is said to have enjoyed the unsubstantial glories of the 
Khelaufut, for a period of five and twenty years and a fraction ; his 
d(^alh may therefore lie assigiit'd to the month of MoliuiTiin ofthe year 
fiv(dnuulred and twelve. :J; when he had attained to the forty-second 
year of his age. 11m judgment of posterity has conferred upon this 
Khalifthe character of a just and equitable prince, in tlie transactions 
of liis government, of considerable genius in poetry, and of eminent 
skill in penmansbip. 

To this Khalii’has, liy other writers, been ascribed the construction 
of the eastern rampart, or city, of ihighdad, vvliich he caused to be for- 
tified with turreted gates and ditches. In vStevens’ history of Persia, 
wc find it stated that tlie former city, vvhicli stood on the opposite 
bank of the Tigris in Mesopotamia., being ruined by the over-flowing 
of the river, U1 Alustezliir, or Mostecer as he calls him, removed it 
to the other side, where it now remains. Hero then we discover the 
occasion on which tins celebrated metropolis vvas transferred from its 
original site, on the western bank of the Tigris, to tlie eastern or left 
bank of that river, on the Persian sitie. 

* December, Ilui. t A. i>. 1117. t May, 1J18, 
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fn other respects, -to the consummate prudence of Mustezhir k lA 
attributed, that during the whole of his reign, not a -single insurrection 
occurred to disturb the tranquillity of his government. Contempor- 
ary with him were, as already noticed, Sultan Berguiaruk, Sultan 
JVIelek Shah the second, Sultan Mahommed, Sultan Mahmud, and 
Sidtan Sunjur, of the race of Seljuk ; Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed 
pri nee of Khaurezm ; and in Ghezni, Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud^ 
another Miissaoud the son, and Arslan Shah the grandson, oflbrau- 
him. Hussun or Hassan Sabah, continued to disseminate from A1 
Mowut the doctrines of the Bouautinah, and to extend his usurpation 
through the mountains of Rudbaur. 

Ul Musti'.rshid, or Mustkrreshid R’illah,* Abu Munsiir 
Fazzel, the son of Miistezhir, twenty-ninth Khalif of the house of 
Abbas. 

The inhabitants of Baghdad, of every rank and description, unit- 
ing on the death of iSIiistezhir to acknowledge the claims of his son 
Fazzel, that prince was immediately invested rvith the dignity of the 
Khekuifut, under the title of Ul Mustershid B’illah ; and among the. 
£ew' latter sovereigns of the house of Abbas, who, in the decline of 
its power, displayed some portion of zeal to revive the expiring lus- 
tre of the Khelaufut, Mustershid appears to claim a distinguished 
pre-eminence. 

Soon after his accession, he found himself however involved in a 
contest with his brother Abul Hussun, who absconded from Baghdad ; 
and continuing his flight to Hellah, and from thence to Waussit, 
there asserted his claims to the Khelaufut, and invited the people 
to submit to his authority. But the governor of Hellah, Weiss or 
M eyss the son of Sedkah, leading an army to that quarter by direction 
ot Mustershid, the ambitious prince perceived the inadequacy of his 
power to sustain a conflict, and sought for safety in the solitude of 
the desert. He fell however ultimately into the hands of those who 
werem search of him, and was conveyed to the presence of Muster- 
shid ; who signalized his triumph on the occasion, by humanely spar- 
ing the life of his misguided brother. 

The genius ot discord having produced amisundersttinding between 
the Khalit, and the chief of whose services he had availed himself oa 

• Dei gratia rectus. 
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this occasion, it fermuiated in the course of the year five hundred and 
seventeen, in open hostility. In a desperate battle wliich took place 
between the parties, the issue was favorable to the standard of Mus- 
tershid, who returned in triumph to his metropolis ; while Weiss the 
vanquished rebel withdrew to the court of Sultan Toghrel the Selju- 
kian ; whom, about two years subsequent to his defeat, that is in the 
five hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he prevailed upon to 
undertake the reduction of Baghdad. The Khalif, however, resolutely 
prepared to repel the danger, and assembling his troops, proceeded at 
their head to oppose the invaders. Receiving intelligence of the* 
departure of Mustershid from his capital, his aggressors conceived it 
expedient to separate their force ; Sultan Toghrel directing his inarcli 
immediately for Baghdad, while the rebellious Weiss sought to oppose 
himself to the person of his sovereign. It happened, providentially at 
this crisis, that Sultan Togrel should experience a severe attack of 
fever and ague, and such heavy and incessant rains came on, as to 
render the march of the Seljukians totally impracticable. At the 
same period, Weiss was endeavoring by a forced marcli under cover 
of the night, to surprise the camp of Mustershid : but losing his wav^ 
he continued to wander about at the head of his troops until day light ; 
when exhausted with fatigue and exertion, he w\is compelled to 
encamp on the first plain that presented itself. To coinph^tc the 
chain of circumstances, which fortuitously concurred to liberate Mu«. 
tershid, from the danger which thus menaced him on all sides, that 
monarch, who had been al^andoned by the greater part of his army on 
information that Sultan Toghrel was pushing for Baghdad, chanced 
to arrive with a few followers, on the very spot where the division of 
Weiss lav encamped, overwhelmed in slet'p and weariness, 1 he 
astonished rebel awoke to the mortification of being a siipjiliant for 
life, at the mercy ofliis offended sovereign; who gave, on this occasion, 
a furtlrer proof of his clement spirit by pardonin^^ the traitor, and suf- 
fering him to rejoin the troops of Sultan loghrel ; whon^ he accom- 
panied on his retreat to llaniadaun. 

Sultan Mahmfid the son of Mahommed, and grandson of Melok 
Sliah the first, dying in the month of Shavaul of the year five liundrrd 
and twenty five, the Ivliotbah was recited at Baghdad, early in the- 
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course of the year en^uinjr, in the nanio of his surviving brother Sultan 
Mussaoiid. But some of the principal olficers of tluit monarcli with- 
drawing to Baghdad, through f ar of their master’s displeasure, in the 
course of five hundred and twenty nine, fatally pia^vailtd on Mustershid 
to strike his name from the public invocations and prayers, and to lead 
an army to attack the dominions ofthe Scljukij n. Jn the neighbor- 
hood of Dainur he was met and defeate d by Suita n Mussaoud ; and 
disdaining to quit the field of battle, fell togeih-‘r with his Vezzeir into 
the hands ofthe conu'uror, who committing his illustrious captive to 
the custody of a proper escort, proceede d with idm into AzerbaijauiK 
On his arrival at Meraughah the Sultan conceived the design of set- 
ting his captive at large; on his engaging to rennt him annually, from 
the revenues of Baghdad the sum of two hundred thousand dinaurs,* 
and to abstain for the future from all hostility. But while this arrange- 
ment was, either really or prcteiuledly, in contemplation, one ofthe 
devoted entliusiastsattachcd to the Sliaikh-ul-ji libel, found means one 
day, through the negligence of his guards, to cuter the KhaliTs tent, 
whom he murdered on the spat. Some writers, however, do not hesi- 
tate to afliim that this nefarious transaction was perpe^trated bv the 
express and immediate direction of Mussaoud. In the mean time 
tiie inhabitants of Meraughah have been ever since stigmatized 
with the appellation of Ivhaleitah-kosh — in urd ( ri 7's of the prop/ieds 
successor. Such, at all events, in the month of lludjub ofthe year 
five hundred and twenty-nine^ is represented to have been the fate of 


Mustershid, at the age of forty-three, and after a turbulent reign of 
about seventeen lunar yeais and six months. 


Mustershid has acquired, us we have already promised, among his- 
torians, the character of a magnanimous prince, distinguislied in 
particular for the spirit with which he endeavoured to check the 
encroachments ofthe race of Seljuk. Neither has he been less eulog- 
izcdfor his profoundknowledgein themysteriousreadings ofthe Koran, 
andin the traditional doctrines of theprophet; in consequence ofwhieh 
he became in a great measure the oracle ofthe age in which he lived, 
lie surpassed moreover in the powers of elocution, and in the rare 


* About 13s, 4d. at the lavvest computation. 
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estimable talent of communicating a multitude of ideas within the 
compass of the fewest words. 

Contemporary with this Khalif, were in Khorassaun and Persian 
Irak, Sultan Sunjurthe son, and Mahmud, Toghrel, and Mussaoud the 
grandsons of Melek Shah ; in Ghezni, Arslan Shah, Behram Shah, and 
Ibrauhim the son of Mussaoud ; and in Khaurezm, Kutbud-dein 
Mahommed. llussun Sabah died during the reign of Mustershid, 
and was succeeded in the territories of A1 Mowut by Buzurg Omeyd; 
of whom hereafter. 

Ul Rj\shid B’lnr.An,* Abu JaufTer Munsur, the son of Muster- 
shid, thirtieth Khalif of the house of Abiras. 

Intelligence of the assassination of Mustershid being conveyed to 
Baghdad, the nobility and principal inhabitants, on Monday the 
twenty-seventh otZykaudah, of the year fiv^e hundred and tvventy- 
nine,f proceeded to establish his son Munsur on the throne of the 
Khalifs ; to whom they immediately engaged their allegiance under 
the title of Ul Rashid B’illah. 

Soon after his accession, an agent arrived at Baghdad, to demand 
from Rashid, on the part of Siiltau Mussaoud, the tribute alleged to 
have been agreed upon with his father; an agreement which he dis- 
dained however to ratify, and in conjunction with the inhabitants, he 
immediately proceeded, sword in hand, to expel from the city, all the. 
oiiicers of the house Scljuk. Under these circumstances Daoud the 
son of Mahmud, grandson of Melek Shah, from Azerbaijaun, and 
Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, from Mossul, appearing at Baghdad, the 
Khalif embraced the opportunity of substituting the name of Daoud 
in the Khotbah, or peroration of the Khateibs, in the room of that of 
[Mussaoud ; which was discontinued without further ceremony. 

This act of undisguised defiance drew upon Ul Rashid, shortly 
afterwards, the vengeance of Sultan Mussaoud, who now appeared 
before the walls of Baghdad at the head of a formidable army ; but the 
inhabitants uniting in a resolute defence of the town, the Sultan after 
a siege of fifty days, drew oflf towards Neherwaun : and the Khalif 
availing himself of the opportunity, hastened towards Mossul, in com- 
pany with £mmaud-ud-dein. From thence, at a subsequent period^ 

Dei gnUia Pius. 1 September 7th, A, D. 1135^ 
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A. tl. 530 '32. he proceeded to Meraughah, on a visit to the grave of his father ; and 
A .D. 1130-38. j],i^ time continued to wander through the different provinces 

'larikh Qf j-jjp empire, until the month of Ramzaun, of the year five hundred 
guzeidali. thirty-two ;* when, on the twenty-seventh of that month, in an 

attempt to reduce the city of Isfirhaiin, he was also put todeath by an 
assassin before the walls of that place. 

Ul Rashid had been extruded from the Khelaufut, at the expiration 
of little more than a twelve month from his accession; and at the 
period of his assassination had attained to the age of fortv-three. 
Contemporary were in Khorassaun, of the race Seljuk, Sultan Sun- 
jur, and in Irak. the above mentioned Sultan INIussaoud ; in Khaurezm 
Ultessurz ; and in A( Mowut the speculations of the Bowautinah, or 
Esoterists, continued to be propagated by Buziirg Omevd. 

Ul Mckteffy L’i^imer Ullaii.^ Abu i\bdullah Mahommed, 
the son of Mustezhir, thirty-first Khalif of the iiouseof Abbas. 

Abandoned by Ul Rashid in the manner just related, Baghdad with 

the territorv dependant on it, was soOn afterwards taken possession of 
UlMuktffy -11 ^ 

L’immer Ul- by Sultan Alussaoud ; who, with the concurrence ol the principal in- 

lAH, XXXIst habitants, proceeded to pronounce the fugitive monarch formally 
liUalif, deposed, and to inaugurate his nephew Alahommed, the son of Alus- 

tezhir, in the dignity ot the Khelaufut, by tlie title of MuktefiV-l-im- 
mer-Ullah. The entire authority of the government was, however, 
exercised with unlimited controul by the Sultan, bv whom the new 
made Khalif was totally precluded from every share of power. And 
thus affairs continued until the year five Imndred and forty ; when on 
the death of the Seljukian monarch, the splendor of the Khelaufut 
was fora time, in some measure restored ; Aiiiktefty no longer per- 
mitting any ol the piinccs ot the race of Seljuk to enter the gates of 
his capital. 

The year five hundred and forty-nine, the eighteenth -of the Khalif 
Mukteffy, will be ever memorable tor the birth of the invincible 
Tchengueiz, or Ka/en, which took place at Uevlun Yeldrfk,+ 

in the countiy o. the Aloghuls, according to our author, on the twen- 
tieth day of the month ot Zilkaudah.§ His father, Beysouka BahauUe^ 

Gill of April, 1133. + Dei niaudato succedens. 
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der, bping just then returned from a successful expedition against A. H. 549. 
some of the Tartar hordes, (the Sou Moghuls, according to Mr. Petis A. D. n55. 
de la Croix) in which he had defeated one of their principal chiefs 
called Temutchin, gave to his new born son the name of the van- 
quished sovereign, which he retained for forty-nine years afterwards ; 
to the period, when he was solemnly inaugurated by the Kuriltai, or 
general diet of the Tartar nations, as their universal sovereign, under the 
title of Jengueiz Kaaun, or king of kings. This fearful slaughterer of 
nations is stated to have been ushered into light with a mass of con- 
gealed blood in his grasp, which was predicted to denote the dreadful 
havoc which he was destined to occasion among his enemies : but of 
him, much more hereafter. 

In five hundred and fifty-one, the city of Baglidad was exj>osed to 
Mother siege from Sultan Maliommed, the son of Mahmud, of the race 
of Seljuk, by whom, at the head of a great army, it was invested in the 
course of the year. Before he could however effect his purpose in 
the reduction of the place, lie was compelled to raise the siege by the 
alarming intelligence which he received, of the revolt of his brother, in 
Persian Iiak. 

The following year IMiikteffy, having finished a gate of exquisite 
workmanship for the sanctnarv of the Kaaubalu transmitted the same 
to Mekkah ; and directing the ancient one to be conveyed toBaghdad» 
of that formed a coffin for himself 

lie survived this period about three years, dying in the five hun»- 
dred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* at the age of sixty-six, and after 
a reign of four and twenty years, three months, and twenty-one days; 
with the character of a mild and beneficent prince, distinguisheef 
w hilc he held the contronl, for the justice of his government. 

Ul MrsTUNJiD, or Mitstaxjer B’iLUAH,f Abul JMuzuffer 
Yiissuf, the son of IMukteffy, thirty-second Klialif of the house of 
Abbas. 


Having been already nominated to the succession, during the life of ul MrsTuNjJo 
his fcUiHT, the homage and submission of the principal inhabitants of fi'n.LAn,XXMId 
j^aghdad was, on hisdeath, immediately transferred toMustunjid. Dur- 


+ Dei gratia audax. 
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A. H. 555. ing the illness of the late Khalif, the succession had been aspired to by 

A.D. llfio. Ally, another of the sons of Muktcffy, who with that view was 

Kholaussut- known, in concert with his mother, to have been formincf designs aeainst 
«l-aklibaur. , • , u * •• i ^ . 

Ins brother. Jbor these reasons Mustunjid was no sooner hrmly seated 

on his throne, than he conceived it expedient to secure himself against 
any further machinations from the same quarter, by lodging the as- 
piring prince within the walls of a prison. Some unfortunate females 
oftheharam, accomplices in his design, were however thrown into the 
Tigris. 

Bating these instances of unavoidable severity, the reign of Mustunjid 
was distinguished, for its wholesome regulations to promote the ends 
of justice, to relieve the distresses of the indigent, and to punish the 
crimes, and usurpations of vice and oppression. In one circumstance 
he may perhaps be quoted as an example for the imitation of sover« 
eigns far more illustrious. He wasudetermineddist’ourager of detraction 
in all its disguises. As a proof of this, it is related, that having con- 
signed to a prison one of his subjects who had been found guilty of 
defaming, or perhaps informing against his neighbour, he was, at the 
expifation of a reasonable interval, applied to by one of the friends of 
the delinquent for his release, with an offer of ten thousand dinaurs* 
if he acceded to the application ; to which the Khalif observed inau- 
W'er, that it, on the contrary, the proposer of this reipiest would engage 
to discover another person guilty of similar defamatory practices, so 
as to bring him to confinement, he would, for his part, for such a piece 

of service, promise him a reward of the same sum of ten thousand 
dinaurs. 

But, whatever were his virtues, or his defects, IMustunjid pass-^d 
from this world to that which is more permanent, in the five hundred 
and sixty sixth of the Jlidjerah,t fifty-sixth of his age, and after dis- 

c aiging the . functions ot the Khelaufut tor eleven years, one month 
and a few days. 

ontemporary with this Khaleifah were, in the Persian empire, Ma- 
h'-mmed the son of Mahmud, his uncle Suliman Shuh, and his couzin 
Shah the son ofToghrel, of the race of Seljuk ; in Shirauz, tlnj- 
\ About ad* J A. D. 1170^ 
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Autabeks Sunjur the son of Moudud, and his brother Zengui of the A, H. 5G8.- 
race of Sulgher: in Khaurezm Aeil Arslan : and in Rudbaiir and A1 A. D. 
mowut MahommedthesonofBuzurgOmeyd maintained the doctrines Kholaus-at- 
of the Bowautinists It was at the commencement of the Khelaufut 
of Mustunjid, namely in the five hundred and fifty fifth of the Hid- 
jerah, that the empire of the Gheznians, became extinct in Khossrou 
Shah, the last monarch of the race of Sebektcggin ; it was then trans- 
ferred to the princes of Ghour. 

UlMustunz Y, or Mustf.zzey Bexur Ileaii,* Abu Mahommed 
II ussun, the sou of Mustunjid, thirty-third Khalif of tlie house of 
Abfias. 

On the day of his father’s dissolution, Mustunzy hastened to decor- 
ate his brows with the diadem of the Khelaufut, and signalized his 
accession by an extensive and liberal display of his bounty. 

Here it may be seasonable to observe, that some years antecedent 
to the period under consideration, namely, about the five hundred and 
sixty-third of the Hidjerah, the Fatimite Khalif of Egypt, Azzj d-ud- 
deinUllah, terrified by a formidable invasion of the Ferrengs or Franks, 
or Western Christians, had agreed to purchase their forbearance for a 
ransom of one million of dinaurs ;f which soniedelegates from the chris- Mustunzy, 

tian army had already entered Kaherah,or Cairo to receive. This was Kiialit 

howeveracircurnstancc toohumiliating forthe digestion of the haughty 
JMosslcins ; and they accordingly determined, with the concurrence of 
Azzyd-ud-dein, to apply for the assistani'e of Xur-ud-dein MahniTM 
prince of Damascus and Syria, an ally of the Abbasides, In compli- 
ance with tlieir application, a force of eighty thousand cavalry was 
immediately dispatched by that chief to the relief of the Egyptians^ 
under the command of Assud-ud-dein Sheirkouh. The Franks, rey- 
nard-like, betook themselves to a precipitate flight on the approach 
of thisgeneral ; who made his entrance into the metropolis of Kaherah 
in the latter Rebbeia ofthe 3 "ear five hundred and sixty four,J and was 
immediately invested with the dignity ofVezzeir. But as he died at 
the expiration of sixt^^-five days, the appointment was conferred by the 
Fatimite, the last of this dinasty, upon Sullah-ud-dein Yussuf the sou 

^ Dei spleuaoie iiluaiiuutus. t About -45a,333i. (Jb. Bel. at the iowcbt computation, 

} Jauuurv^ 
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of Ay 61 >) rte nephew of the deceased; in whom we are to recos^niz^- 
the celebrated Saladin, the warlike and distinguished opponent of the 
crusaders. 

In a very little time, the new Yezzcir usurped to himself the entire 
controul and government of the country, excluding the ministers of 
the Egyptian Khalif from every vestige of authority ; which being an- 
nounced to his superior the Sultan of Damascus, a message was dis- 
patched by the latter to Sullah-ud-dein, requiring that the coin of the 
province should be struck, and the Khotbah repeated in the name of 
hlustunzy. To this after some demur, and the message had been 
repeated, Sullah-ud-dein, by the advice of his principal officers, at last 
consented; and the name of Mustunzy was accordingly proclaimed in 
the Khotbah, in Mohurrim of the year five hundred and sixty seven,* 
while the unfortunate Azzyd-ud-dein lay stretched on the bed of sick- 
ness. In the course of the same week he was suffered to expire uncon- 
scious of the degradation ; and thus terminated the power of the 
Issmailian Khaliisof Egypt, the descendants ofAlly and Fatima, when, 
from the revolt of Abul Kaussem Mahommed, entitled Mehedy, in 
Africa and the Avest, about the two hundred and ninety-sixth of the 
Hidjerah,! it had subsisted for a period of two hundred and seventy 
one lunar years. The province of Egypt, unless the empty compli- 
ment of the Khotbah paid to the bouse of Abbas, be considered some 
abatement, noAv devolved in fullsov'ereignty to Sullah-ud-dein ; in whose 
possession, and that of his descendants, it continued long afterwards. 

In the early part of the reign of Mustunzy, the powers of his govern- 
ment became almost entirely invested in Kuttiib-ud-dein Kevmaur ; 
and when, to the honours already heaped upon him, had been added 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-timra, that minister proceeded to intrude him- 
self irtto every department of the state, communicating with his sover- 
eign or otherwise, as seemed convenient to his own discretion. At last 
in the year five hundred andser'enty, having made an attempt to seize 
the person of Zeheir-ud-dein Attaur, one of the Khalit’s particular 
household, this officer fled for protection to the palace of his master: 
wbither, alter the pillage of his house, and the destruction of his pro- 

Se])tember, 1171, 

* An event, \\ hich is said to have been foretold by the prophet, iu these words ; ** At the 
f^end of liit* third teutur) a sun skui uiiic in the west/* 
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.perty,. he was followed by Kuttub-ud-dein, accompanied by a num- 
ber of his Aineirs, and a prodigious muititudc asseinl)h;d as spectators. 
II caring tbe uproar before his palace, ^Mustunzy, already aware of the 
occasion, hastened to one of the terraces ; and shewing himself to the 
people, told them aloud, that Keymaiir had violated his duty, that 
his property was at their disposal, and his blood at that of an offended 
master. With their usual promptitude, the populace hastened to avail 
themselves of the intimation, and proceeded in a body, straight to the 
habitation of the obnoxious minister. Tlie latter contrived, however, 
to anticipate their arrival, and endeavored forsometime to prevail upon 
them to forget their. views of plunder^ hut to little purpose. The 
multitudethrongedso violently about his doors, that finding the means 
of escape in front entirely cut off, he wais ultimately compelled to 
retire by a breach in the back wall of tlie house, and fly towards 
Mossule; and he perished on the w ay to that place. As a proof of the 
extravagance to w hich this man had carried his ideas ofmagnificeucc 
it is mentioned, that in the place to which he retired on neccessary 
occasions, a chain ofgokhvas suspended from the roof to rest his hands 
upon, and a case of the same precious metal, charged with musk, and 
amber, and the most expensive aromatics, always stood in the same 
apartment, to guard his senses against the apiiroach of offensive 
odours. 

In the month of Shavaiil of the year five hundred and seventy-five/^’ 
the Ivhalif Mustunzy hastened, at the age of tliirty nine, to the bosom 
of his creator’s mercy ; having exercised tlie now unsubstantial powers 
of the Ivhelaufut for a period of nine years and eight mouths. With 
the name of the sainted Imaum llussun, he is said to have inherited 
thebenevolent disposition ofthat blameless prince; and this is recorded 
as a felicity to which no other ivhalif but Mustunzy was ever permitted 
to attain. 

Contemporaries with Mustunzy were, in Khorassaun andirak Ajein, 
Arslan the son of Toghrel, and his sou Toghrel, of tlie race of Seljiik; 
in Ivhaurezm, Arslan Shah, and his sons Siillan Shah, and Tokesli 
Ivhaun ; and in A1 Mow ut, llussun or Ilassan the sua of MuUomiue4 

♦JUarcb, A. JD, iiau. 
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BAzurg Omeyd, and his son also of the name of Mahommed, the 
Bouatinists. 

Ul Nausser-ud-dein Ullah* Abul Abbas x\hmed son ofMus- 
tunz v', thirty-fourth Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

In Conformity with the will of his father, Abul Abbas Ahmed on 
the demise ofMustunzy invested himself, without opposition, with the 
cares of government, under the title of U1 Nausser-ud-dein-Ullah ; and 
he is said to have surpassed in the subtilty of his genius, the liberality 
of his disposition, and the numerous excellenciesof his understanding; 
all which heapplied, with unremittingassiduity, to promote and secure 
the comfort and happiness of his subjects of every description. He 
is further represented as the founder of a great variety of charitable 
establishments, of mosques, and lodges for the accommodation of tra- 
vellers, which he left as monuments of his public spirit; and lastly 
to have strenuously exerted the whole influence of his authority and 
example, to advance the prosperity of Isslam,andto abolish the corrup- 
tions, which had in numerous instances been introduced into the sys- 
tem of his faith. 

For a period of fourteen years, in which he was perhaps permitted 
to gratify a laudable disposition to cultivate the aytsof peace, without 
the interference of foreign usurpation, we find little reconled of the 
reign of this prince, until the year five hundred and ninety; when hav- 
ing conferred the dignity of Vezzeir upon Mueyud-ud-dein Mahom- 
med, denominated the butcher’s boy, (Eben-e-Kussaub) he sent him 
at the head of a considerable force to reduce the province of Khuzis- 
taun, which was brought, thus once more, under the authority of the 
Khalifs ; and three years afterwards, in the five hundred and ninety- 
third of the Elidjerahjfone ofUl Nausser’s Maumluks, of the name of 
Sunjur, extended the authority of his master into the territory of 
Laristaun. 

Under the year six hundred and four, an ordnatice of U1 Nausser’s 
is adverted to, which appears to have had for its object the removal 
of vexatious restrictions from the commercial intercourse of bis people ; 
since by virtue thereof his officers were prohibited from exacting, or 
^ Dei fidei defensor* t A, D. J196. 
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perhaps requiring tlie production of the tumghaii, charter, or patent, 
from such as were employed in the purchase or sale, of any article of 
trade. ^ 

From some traces of a correspondence between thisKhalif, and Sultan 
Shahaub-ud-dein Ghoury, discovered among the papers of the latter 
prin^'e on the conquest of Ghezni, by Sultan Mahommed king of 
Khuurezm, that monarch had long entertained designs of hostility 
against U1 Naiisser; and in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidjerah, having pledged liis allegiance to Alla-ul-mulk Termezy as 
counter-Khaleifah, he prepared to carry his scheme of vengeance 
into further execution, by advancing towards Baghdad with an army 
of three hundred thousand men. To avert, if possible, the storm wh ich 
threatened to overwhelm him, U1 Nausser dispatched Shaikh Sha- 
haub-ud-dein Slndierverdy to ncgociatc some sort of accommodation 
with the Khaurezmian, whom he found encamped in the neighbor- 
hood of tlamadaiui. After experiencing considerable difficulty and 
d( lay, the envoy was at last admitted to the Sul t.iu’s pavilion ; where his 
reception was as discouraging as primary obsta('les might have taught 
biui to expect ; the Khaurezmian not even deigning to return his salu- 
tation. lie proceeded, however, to discharge the object of his mission* 
without producing the slightest impression in favor of his sovereign ; 
to whom ho according!}" returned, shortly afterguards, to report the mor- 
lityiiig failure. 1 he iiihabitantsof Baghdad were therefore constrained 
to reconoilc their minds to meet the dangers of an approaching siege. 

But on entering the passes of HuJwaun, the Sultan experienced such 
intensity of cold, and heavy falls of snow, it l)cing then the commcncc- 
incnt of winter, that his army was rendered totally incapable of move- 
ment ; and the whole of his cattle perishing through the severity of the 
weather, he was in this state compelletl to withdraw into Ins own 
territories, in order to recruit and restore his shattered equipments. 
He had however not yet quitted the provinces of Bersiaii Irak on his 
return, when the messengers of GhaeirKhaun, the governor of Otraiir> 
reached his camp, to request his permission to put to death the mer- 
chants arrived from the court of Jengueiz; on the pretext tliatthey were 
emissaries employed tocxplorcthosituatiou and strength of the country, 

2 E 


A. TL 
A. D. 1217. 

Kli(>laussiit- 

ui-ukhbaur. 


TOI.. 



SIO 


A. H. C14. 
A. D. 1-217. 

Kliolau>sut- 

ul^aklibauu 


UtZAHERli'rt- 
I.AH, XXX\th 


To tin's perfidious request it was his misrortunc to ‘accede, and to pro- 
voke that tearful tide ofveiii'eance which drenched his country in blood, 
and toruiinated in his own destruction; but of which the circumstances 
will be laid before the reader in a future page. 

From the horrors and apprehensions of these dreadful events, the 
Klialif UI Nausser was fortunately removed by the hand of death, on 
the first of the month ofSliavaii!,* oftlie year si xliundred and twenty two 
and at the age of sixty nine. In the duration of his reign, which was 
extended tlirough the protracted period of six and forty years, and two 
months, he surpassed all the monarchs who sat on tlie throne of the 
Khel aufut, either before or after him : but notwithstanding the praises 
bestowed upon his memory, for the liberal application of his treasures 
in works of charity and public benefit, the author is in the sequel, 
constrained to acknowledge, that his avidity to accumulate wealth 
was carried to such a degree, that the eflects of every merchant who. 
died at Baghdad, were invariably seized for his use; not the slightest 
article being allowed to revert to the heirs of the dccc'ased. 

The Persian branch of the race of Scljuk was extinguislied during 
the reign of UI Nausser, by the Jvhaurezmians ; and the latter, in their 
turn, were compelled to recede before the countless myriads of the 
invincible Jengueiz ; who had by this time extended his conquests 
from the seas ofJapaii to thenortli-easternlimits of the Persian empire. 

ULZAHEaB’iLLAHf Abu Xasscr Mahoinmod, thesoa ofUlNausser^ 
tliirty-fifth Kivalif of tlie house of Abbas, 

. In the early part of the preceding reign this prince had been nomi- 
nated to the succession ; but by some means or other incurring the 
dLspleasure of his father, he was degraded from his prospective lionors, 
and the title of heir apparent transferred to a second brother, of the 
name of Ally. The latter dying, however, before the father, the nom- 
ination became confirmed in UI Zalier, although he was still con- 
demned to consume his days in a prison ; from whence he was only 
released, on the death of UI Nausser, by the cordial and unanimous 
zeal of the people ; who in all their gradations profiered on that event 
a Willing homage to his authority. But, having already attained tQ 


* October 5lb, A. D. 1225* t Dei gratia viuceus. 
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the ngo of fifty-two, he coukl not forbear expressing some ebsrourag- 
• ing presages as to tbeduration of liis reign r it was easy, he remarked, 
‘to calculate the prohts of a man’s business, whose shop was not 
opened until the third hour of prayer, lie proved, however, a just 
and pious monarch, labouring to the utmost of his power to restrain 
the enormities of the oppressor; and ho conspicuously evinced his 
-benevolent spirit, by setting at krgo all those who languished in prison 
for exchequer debts: and, contrary to the practice of his father’s reign, 
bv prohibiting tlic pestilent class of spies and informers, from inter- 
fering with, or disclosing the secrets and private pursuits of the peoph^ 
The benevolent views of U1 Zaher were early destined to bo cir- 
cumscribed by tlie hand of death, lie expired, after a short reign of 
eight months, and fourteen days, on the thirteenth oflludjub, of the 
year six hundred and tvronty-three.'* 

His contemporaries were, over the greater part of the oriental world, 
the resisih ss Jengueiz ; in F-irss, Sand Z.'ngui ; and in A1 Mowut and 
the territory oi' the Shaikh-ul Jubbel, Alia-ud-clein. 

Ul "\Ir STUxsEii or .dr srAxceii IS’illaii, Aim JaufTer Munsur, 
the sonof U1 Zaher, thirty-sixth khaiii'of the liouse of Abhas. 

Equally distinguished hy his virtues and estima!)lo qualities, Mus- 
tunser was acknowledged successor to the throne of the K haliis, im- 
mediately on the death of his father. His reign being, however, for 
the greater part, devoted to cultivate tlie pursuits of peace and bene- 
volence, occupies, as might be expected, but a small place in our 
author’s attention. 

We shall here briefly notice, that in tlie second year of Mustunscr, 
namely, on the fourtli of Ramzaun, of the year six hundred and twenty 
four,-]' remarkable at the same time, as the day of his birth, and of his 
accession to imperial power, died that direful scourge of nations, the 
invincible Jengueiz Kaun; whose destructive career will, in a future 
page, more particularly claim the attention of the rt^ader. 

The study of Mustunser continued, in tlie mean time, to be taken up 
in promoting the happiness of his people ; and as a proof that this was 
an obje ct which seemed to form at the s;une time his business and his 
pleasure, it is related from the ilouzut us-Suffa, that a few days pr(‘- 
Vious to one of the principal Mahommedan festivals, either the Eid- 
iOth. A. D. 1220. t August ICtli, A. D. i227. 
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A. H. G 24 - 3 * 2 . -nl-Fetret, at the conclusion of the fast of Ramzaun, or the Eiil-e- 
P- t‘^-7-34 - Korbaun, or festival of sacrifice on the tenth of Zilhiulje, he was walk- 
KI)ol<iu»sut- j-jjg terrace of his palace ; when, observing the roofs of all the 

uUkbbaur. l,ouses overspread with apparel, he demanded of his vez- 

zeir the occasion of it. The minister informed him, that the inhabi- 
tants had been washing their clothes, in order to appear with decency 
.on the ensuing festival. On this, expressing his concern and ignor- 
ance, that his good people of Baghdad were in such circumstances, as 
to be precluded the comfort ofa new suit, to assist in the public fes- 
tivals of their country, the Kbalif gave orders tliat his goldsmiths 
should prepare a vast number of small balls ofgohf; which distribut- 
ingto his domestics, he caused to be shot, with pellet bows, into the 
different houses throughout the city. Tromsueh a circumstance, it 
is not improbable that Mhstunser may have incurred the charge of 
prodigality ; through which, according to some historians, he is alleged 
to hav'e ultimately reduced himself to poverty. 

On one occasion it, however, appears from respectable authoritv,*that 
the energies of this Khalifcould on emergenev unfold themselves in the 
arrangements of a warlike undertaking. A body of Moghhls under 
Manju Nuyan, one of their principal commanders, had laid siege to the 
cityof Ardebeil ; and compelled the inhabitants to withdraw in to the cas- 
tle or citadel, from whence they dispatched to implore the assistance of 
iMustunser, It happened to be about the period of annual visitation 
to Mckkah, and the monarch immediately availed himself of the op- 
portunity to awaken the zeal of the Iladjies to take up arms against 
those ferocious infidels. By this means he succeeded in assembling 
a numerous and formidable army, wdiich, under one of his generals, he 
sent to the relief of Ardebeil. The Moghuls were attacked and de- 
feated withgreatslaughter; and thecffectual, though perhaps temporary 
relief of the besieged, with a prodigious booty, became the reward of 
the conquerors. Neither is it improbable that this was followed by 
other similar successes, which the troops of Mustunser are elsewhere 
represented to hav'c obtained, over the desolators of the Persian empire. 

iVn illustrious monument of the magnificence of this prince was the 
college of Mustansriah ; of which he laid the foundation in the month 
of lludjub, of the year six hundred and twenty five, and which wiJS 

^Tarikbgiizcklah, 
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completed in six hundred and thirty two. It is described as tlie most 
splendid and extensive endowment established on one spot, by any 
monarch, as a memorial of liberality and love of science. 

The death of ]Mustunser is recorded to have taken place in the six 
hundred and fortieth of the Ilidjerah, at the age oflift^^oue; andaftcr an 
auspicious and succesful reign, as it bis alleged, of sixteen years, two, 
or perhaps, ten months, and some days ; which latter would fix the pre- 
cise period of thiseveut toaboutthetvventiethoftheformer Jiimnvaudy.* 
If the statements of the Tarikh guzeiduh arc in any degree' entided to 
belief, Mustunser had, indeed, by the blessings of his administration, 
rendered the territory of the Arabs the envy^of he<i\'en itself; having 
banished from the land every vestige of distress and desolation. But 
to furnish something more than bare assertion, to direct the judgment 
by, it is added, that the revenues of Arabian Irak, Khuzistaun, and 
Kurdestaun, with part of Diaurbekir and Syria, to which this monarch 
had extended the waning power of the Khelaufut, and which, in the 
stihscquent period at which the author wrote hisliistory, yii^lded to the 
treasury not more than six hundred tomuuns,-|‘ )r ahouteighteen tiiou- 
and rupees, conveyed to the exchequer of Mustunser the sum of a Ac 
thousand sir hundred tomauns ; which, at thirty rupees of two and 
six pence each, would amount to about twenty four thousand seven 
hundred and fifty pounds sterling ; making a difi'erence of eleven to 
one in loss than a century. 

Contemporary witli Mustunser were, first, on the death of his father, 
Ougtay or Oktai, the third son of Jengueiz ; in Farss Sand Zengui, 
and Abu Bukker the son of Saud, the Sulglu'riti's ; in fvermaun, Bur- 
auk the son of Ilajcb, and his son Muhaiirek Khaujeh : in the other 
parts ofthc Persian empire, Sultan Jullaul-ud-didn, the son of Mahom- 
nled theKhaiirezmian ; and in A1 Mowut, the princif)les of Bouatinism, 
and the mystic allusions of the Koran, continued to be asserted by 
Alla-ud-dein. 

V\. Mustaussem B’illaH'UL-wauhed,:{: the son of Abdullah, 
son of Mustunser, thirty-seventh and last Khalif of the house of Abbas. 

N(»veinbcr 14tli, A. D 1>4*2. 
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By a certain class of historians, U1 Mustaussem has been estimated 
the four and twentieth in descent from Abbas, as may be traced in 
the note annexed to this page ;* M'liile by others, who contend that 
ISIiik teddy was the grandson only of U1 Kaeim, he is made the twenty 
fifth. riowe%'er this may be determined, it seems generally understood 
that as iMustaussem was the last, he was also the haughtiest, and most 
ostentatious of all the monarchs of his race. In the same degree is he 
also stated to have surpassed the whole of his predecessors, in the vast 
accumulation of treasure and jewels, of superb and costly furniture, 
and in the sumptuous display of imperial apparatus, in all its variety. 
No less than four hundred domestics were employed in the ordinary 
service of his palace, and four and twenty thousand horsemen were 
maintained at the expence of his private treasury. Such, moreover, 
was the fastidious pomp of his court, that not one of the potentates of the 
surrounding regions, not the most distinguished prince or noble, no 
rank, or dignity, however illustrious, could approach the presence of the 
last of the Khaleifahs. Among other expedients, devised to produce 
an impression of awe for the sacred character of his person, a block of 
marble, similar to the black stone of the sanctuary at Mekkah, was fixed 
at the entrance of the imperial apartment, and from the arched roof 
depended apiece ofl)lack satin, in the form of along sleeve ; with whiclu 
in the samemanneras is observed with the veil, or covering of the sanc- 
tuary, the people touched their eyes, while they kissed the marble at 
the threshold. This, and much more, might peradventure be affirmed, 
in order to shed its utmost lustre round the declining star of the Khe- 
laufut, before it finally cast its splendors into the gulph of perennial 
night. It is at the same time I'emarked that Mustaussem, on succeeding 
to the throne of his ancestors, exhibited such a singular display of gran- 
deur and magnificence, that the report of it was conveyed to the remo- 
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test regions of the earth ; of which, the most powerful sovereigns of the 
€ast and west, and of every degree, either by pronouneing the Khotbah 
in his name, or by other testimonies, hastened to offer their homage of 
allegiance to his superior authority. 

The office of Vezzeir becoming vacant, in the year six hundred and 
forty two, by the death of Nusseir-ud-dein Mahoinmed the son of L'l 
Kaffez, who had filled the same important station under the reign of 
Mustunser, it was now conferred by Mustaussem upon Abitauleb 
Miieyud-ud-dcin ISIahommcd,surnamed the son of the Alkemite; who 
proved, in the issue, a principal instrument in the destruction of his 
country, and of the house of Abbas. 

In the six hundred and fiftieth of the Hidjerah, some serious dissen- 
sions having broke out between the two adverse sects, the Sunnies and 
Sheiahs, at Kerkh, one of the suburbs of Baghdad principally" inhabited 
by the latter sect, Ameir Abu Bukker, the Khalit’s brother, was em- 
ployed to take the part of the Sunnies ; which terminated in the disgrace 
and imprisonment of a great number of the Sey uds, descendantsof Ally 
and Fatima. The^'ezzeir being disposed, from a similarity of opinions, 
to favor the vanquished sect, conceived on this account so deadly a 
resentment against his sovereign, that from this moment he began to 
meditate on his treasonable designs ; looking forward to the first favor- 
able opportunity of revenge. 

The very next year Hulauku Kaun, the son of Tiily Bahauder, and 
grandson of Jengueiz, was advancing, by his brothers orders, to sub- 
due the regions of the west ; but as it leads to the final destruction of 
an illustrious dinasty, the progress of this exterminator will demanLl a 
more circumstantial relation ; and we shall therefore revert to the ap- 
parently accurate detail furnishe(Tby the more extensive labours of 
our author, in the Habeib-us-seyr, 

About the period in question, Mangu Kaaun, the third successor of 
Jengueiz, was ia possession, at Karakorum and Kaluran, of the throne 
ot his puissant grandsire ; and one of the earliest measures of his go- 
Vi rnment was to dispatch Baitchiu N uyan,* one of his jwincipal generals, 

* Once forall, it may be uecessarj to remark that the term NAyan bore among the Tartars, 
the same signification as Ameir among the Persians — general of the first order. In the au- 
thors copy of tlie JUiolausut ul-alihhaur the name of this general is writieuTaijii. 
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to secure tlie territories bordering on, and to the westward of the Jey- 
hun, or Oxus. On reaching the frontiers of Irak and Azerbaijaun, 
this general took occasion to transmit to his sovereign, some complaint 
of the conduct of the Khalif Mustaussem ; which, together with the 
importunities ofKauzy Shums-ud-dein Kazveiny, whoaboutthis same 
period, through fear of the daggers of the Bouatinists, wandered about 
the country in the scales of his armour, (like a fish in a shell) at last 
impelled the great Kaaun to conceive that the affairs of Persia de- 
manded the presenceofone ofthe princes of the imperial race, supported 
by a powerful army : and on this occasion his choice immediately rested 
on his brother Hulauku. 

That prince was accordingly furnished with instructions to reduce 
the whole of the countries, between the Oxus and the remotest borders 
of Egypt ; and in the execution of his orders he was enjoined to con- 
form without variation to the code of Jengueiz ; namely, to spare and 
protect those w-ho submitted, but to pillage and put to the sword, with- 
outdistinctionof age or sex, all such as presumed to resist his authority. 
The charge was accepted on the part oflliilauku with becoming cheer- 
fulness ; and after partaking of a series of festivities with his brother, 
and the Shah zadahs, and principal nobility of his court alternately, for 
the period of a month, he proceeded in the former Rebbeia of the year 
six hundred and fifty one,* from the Ourdu, orresidence ofthe Kaaun ; 
accompanied by one fifth of the army of the empire, consisting of one 
hundred and twenty thousand horse, to the head quarters of his own 
government. Here he continued for some time, completing tlie equip- 
ments for his expedition, until the month of Ramzaun,-|* when he 
finally left the Moghiil tcrritcry ; taking with him on this occasion a 
thousand families of Chinese artificers, skilled in the construction of 
warlike machines, and in the throwing of naphtha, and other inflam- 
mable materials. 

Some time in the course of the year six hundred and fifty three, at 
the ex])jration of something more than a twelve month, he encamped 
on the enchanting lawns of Kaun-e-gull, in sight of Samarkand : where 
ho halted for the space of four days, being magnificently entertained 
by Mussaoud Beg Y elwauje, at this period governor of Ylawur-un-neberj 
* A. D. 1263. t October, November, 1263. 



217 

the country on the Oxus. From thence lie continued his march to 
the vicinity of Kesh, where lie was met by Aineir Argliun the governor, 
and other officers of Khorassaun, who hastened to greet his arrival with 
the customary presents, and testimonies of homage. Proceeding in 
the same manner by easy stages, and occasionally receiving on his 
march, tlie visits of the different feudatories of the Persian empire, 
Hulanku crossed the Jeyhuu in the last month of the year,^ and took 
up his winter quarters in the territory of Shahraghaun. 

On the return of spring he prosecuted his march to the tcr-ritory of 
Khawauf; Arghun Aga having previously taken his departure for Kar- 
akorum, by his orders, leaving his son Gucrai Melek, with Ahmed 
Puttuktehei, and Khaujah Atta-ul-midk Joueiny, the author of the 
Tarikh Jahaun gushai, to attend the presence of Hulauku ; on whom, 
and on his immediate descendants, the oriental liistorians in general 
bestOAV the title ofEyi Khauii — supreme Khaun,orsovereigii. Onreacli- 
ing Zawah he detached Keybuka Nuyau to reduce the Kohestaun, pro- 
ceedmg with the main body of the army to Tusse ; where he was sunip- 
tuousiy entertained at the expence of Ameir Arghun, and Khaujah 
Ezz-ud-doin, another lord of the country. In the mean time, Shunts- 
ud-dein I\Iahonuned Guerret had been dispatched to demand the 
surrender of Serkliess fromNausser-nd-dein, thegovernorof that place 
on the part or Rokn-ud-dein Khurshah, the prince of Al Movvut. 
That officer thought it prudent to suinnitto superior force, and accom- 
panied the envoy to the camp of Jiulauku, from whom he experienced 
a favorable and distinguished reception. The E\1 Khaun now led his 
troops without interruption towards the territory of Rudbaur ; on the 
confines of which, by a succession of marches, he ultimately arrived ; 
and there, in the manner which will be hereafter related, on Sunday the 
first of Zykaudahj* of the year six hundred and fifty ibur, he recta ved, 
in person, the submission of Khur Shah the prince of the lAouautiuists ; 
after the total subjugation of whom, lie finally diiax^ted Ins course, in 
terrible magnificence, towards the metropolis of the lionse of Ab])as. 

The uuwortliy representative of that illustrious house liad, ou the 
other hand, I)y thistime liecome entirely the dupe of his perfidious iiiin’» 

" Juiiuai}, A. D, t Nov. IDih, A. D. 125^. 
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t-liv* ?on of the Allii'mif" ; who, on liis parf, receiving intclligv’nTO 
ot' tlio Jisioi;:-: of tlif hIoi;huj, (Irterniiiicd to pavo the way for the ox- 
oriition oi'tiiut ueslractive sclierae or vengoanco, which he had so long 
hold ill coiitoinplatioii. il is first stop appears to have hcon, to cajole 
the foohlc minded hlustaussoui into a holiof, that his autiioritv' was so 
firmly established, and so universally respected by all the princes of 
the earth, tliat the maintenance of so many military chiefs and their 
numerous stijmndiarios, was. in his judgment, a drain upon the impe- 
rial treasury, wliich, for the future, might as well bo put a stop to. At 
all events, if his iutjierial master would confide to his disc retion, tlicy 
niight he enijiloyed in a way to replenish, instead of exhaustincr the 
resources of the state. Seduced by a sordid spirit of avarice and love 
of gold, the credulous monarch suffered himself to be led away hv the 
treacherous viens of his minister ; and committing the entire manage- 
ment of the business to the Alkemite, gave himself up, in the most 
ignominious indolence and forgetfulness of his duty, to the wretched 
indulgence of his pleasures. The minister, in a short time, contrived 
accordingly, by dispersing the greater part of the military force of 
Baghdad to the distant provinces, to expedite the consummation of 
his perfidious system ; and havingthuscloared theway for his approach, 
dispatched to communicate to Hiilauku his assurances of entire devo- 
tion, and attachment, to the interests of that prince. 

Hulauku, who had by this time conducted his army to Hamadaun, 
left that place in the month of Ramzaun of the year six hundred and 
fifty-five,* on his march for the devoted metropolis of the Khclaufut; 
the advanced guard of his troops being consigned to the direction of 
two of his principal generals Sughunjak and Taiju ; the latter, not im- 
probably, the person who had oxiginally stimulated the resentment of 
the great Kaaun against the feeble Alustaussem. All that remained 
of respectability and honesty, among the courtiers of the unhappy 
monarch, endeavored on this alarming intelligence, to awaken him 
from the fatal and ignominious dream of negligence, pride, and secur- 
ity, into which he was fallen : but without effect. The crafty and 
perfidious \ ezzeir continued in private to impose upon his sovereign 
* September, October, A, D. 1257. 
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the most absurd conceptions of the superiority of his arms: “ for what 
“ of injury” said he, “ have the brave troops of Baghdad to apprehend 
“from the ferocious, but undisciplined Moghuls? tlie very women 
“ and children of the city would annihilate them in the streets, with 
“stones from the terraces of their houses.” 

By these and similar arguments, the Alkemite had totally laid asleep 
the faculties of his master, when intelligence unexpectedly arrived 
tliat the advanced guard of tiie Moghuls were approaching the capital 
bv the route of the desert : and a detachment ot ten thousand horse 
under Futtah-ud-dcin and Mujahed-ud-dein, was marched without 
delay, by the Khalit ’sdirection, to oppose the enemy. The hostile di- 
visions appear to have met in the vicinity of, or perhaps in a defile 
between, two neighboring hills, where they became Unavoidably en- 
gaoed in a very fierce and obstinate conflict ; the day, however, closing 
b( fore the victory could be fletermined, both parties proceeded to en- 
camp forthe night in the presence of each other: and here the resources, 
and indefatigaide spirit of the Moghuls, decidedly evinced their super- 
ioritv over the pampered legions of an effeminate gov'ernment. Under 
cover ofthe night they absolutely conducted thestream of ancighboring 
river (it could scarcely havebeen theEuphrates as stated in the manu- 
script) into the camp of their adversaries ; who thus losing the whole 
ol their baggage and equipments, and being otherwise thrown into 
the utmost consternation, were in that state, the next morning, at- 
tacked by the Moghuls and entirely put to the sword ; witii tlie excep- 
tion however of Mi,jahed-ud-dcin, one of the generals, and three other 
individuals, who escaped to relate the story at Baghdad, As a proof 
of Mustaussem’s total insensibility to tlie magnitude of the approach- 
ing storm, and oftherecent misfortune, it is reprt sented that he should 
have thrice re peated Ul huiud-ul-idlah, the ordinary ejaculation, or 
Cod ])e praised, that Mujahra'-ud-dein was safe; indicating wen ill su;’- 
pose, that tire destruction of lu's followers was a matter of no great 
iiV!|)ort:;ncc. 

lodisp. use vitli all fiirthr r ch tail, of circumstances less material, 
the auli.er prorfceis t r laic, that towards the eh.se ofthe six hun- 
dred am.hitv-Iiiih oi tie Uiejir.di, lii'ilauk'j, in peison, at the head 
Oi ti piouigicus ib.cc, appeared !>• fore’ If’ghUud; and compelLd the ua- 
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A. H. (555. happy ISIustaussem to combat for safety, and existence, behind the 
A. D. -yvaJig of }jig metropolis. For the space of nearly two months, during 

inhabitants were exposed to every species of violence and 
injury, the city continued to be defended, with considerable persever- 
ance, against the daily exertions of the assailants from without : but 
at the expiration of that period, the feeble representative of the house 
of Abbas, no longer capable of sustaining the effect of perpetual alarm, 
yielded at last to the base suggestions of domestic treachery, ever 
more fatal than the most formidable aggressions of foreign hostility ; 
and consented, by the advice of the perfidious Alkemite, to commit his 
person to the hazard of an interview with the fierce Ilulauku. For 
that purpose, in the early part of the month of Suffur of the year six 
hundred and fifty-six,* he accordingly quitted his capital by the gate 
of Daur-ul-Salaum ; and, accompanied by his two sons, Abu biikker 
and Abdurraihman, and a numerous group of relatives, and the most 
distinguished and enlightened members of his court, proceeded to the 
pavilions of the Tartar monarch. Here, the Khalif, with his sons and 
two or three of his attendants, was admitted without great dillienltv ; 
but the melancholy remainder were excluded, and many of them 
doomed, the very same day, to the fatal distinction of becomin-' the 
first victims, of Hulauku’s unsparing' vengeance. 

Ifaboib-us- On Friday, the ninth of the same month of Suffur,f flulauku made 
his entry iino the metropolis of the Khelaufut, wluTe he gave to his 
generals, and principal followers, a sumptuous entertainment. To this 
display of barbarous festivity and triumph, the last of the Khaliis was 
lion summoned, and rerpiired, as the host of his conqueror, to produce 
as far as he was capable, something that should be wortliy the accep- 
tance ot such an exalted guest. Conceiving that nothing more was 
intended than expressed, the unhappy monarch gave directions that a 
present of two thousand costly and magnificent robes, two thousand 
dinanrs of gold, and a variety of gold and silver plate, vases, and other 
artich's, enriched with jewels of the greatest price and heauty, should 
be seleetcd troui nis treasury aiul wai'drohe, and laid in t!ie usual style, 
in trays, betore Huiauku. Surveying them with an eye of contempt 

rebruaqv, A. D. 1258. f Februdiy Ulb, A. D. 1250. 
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gncl scorn, the Moghul immediately distributed these articles among 
the attendants, and addressed Mustaussem in the following terms ; 
“ the whole of thy visible property, together with that of the inhabi- 
“ tants of Baghdad, is already at the disposal of my followers ; of that 
“ therefore it was needless to make an offering : what we require of 
“ thee, is to indicate something with respect to thy hidden treasures.” 
The object of the conqueror could be no longer misunderstood ; and 
the captive monarch pointing to the area in the court of the palace, 
there, on opening the ground, was indeed discovered what might have 
been amply sufficient to glut the utmost cravings of avarice itself; a 
tank or covered reservoir, loaded to the brim, with cakes, or ingots ofsolid 
gold, of the weight of one hundred meskals each, or sometliingless than 
a pound and a quarter avoirdupois ; the ineskal being estimated at a 
dram and a half. 

Tlicrc is, moreover, not wanting authority to relate, that for several 
days the remorseless liulauku confined his illustrious and unhajipy 
captive, without food or sustenance of any kind; and that when the 
paugsof hunger became no longer endurable, the wretclied Mustaussem 
sent to implore relief. The attendants now brought him from tho 
hioghii!, a dish full of gold and jewels, of which he was desired to eat. 
file unlrappy monarch expostulated on the impossibility of obec ng 
so strange an injunction : “ then” said the interpreters of Ilulauku’s 
will, ^‘since these are things which thoucouldst not eat, wherefore was 


“ it, that thoudidst not devote them to tbepreservation ofsomanvthou- 
“ sands of thy fellow Mosslems ; wherefore not bestow tiieni on such as 
“ might he empdoyed to defend the inheritance ofthine ancestors, from 
‘‘ tlic invasion of foreign armies." lo this IMustaussem, the wretched 
]\i ustaussein, could offer no reply ; hut from a heart, continues the au- 
thor, burning like the crticihle ot the gohl refiner, he drew a sigh of 
chilling anguish anddesjiair, and fonntl a sad, but teinijorary relief, in 
the tears which copiously overflowed his furrowed checks. 

Ill file mean time, it having been intimated, according to some au- 
tborin s, that some awful and tremeudous convulsion of nature would 
iiualhidy ensue, if the blood of the reiguiiig Khalifwas in any manner 
made to flow, it hecaine the subject of deliberation, between IfL'ilaiiku 
and his gcucials, liow the peisou of ..>Iustausscin should be ultimately 
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disposed of: when the ferocious monarch put a period to the debate, 
by remarking, that in one respect they might venture to discard every 
uneasy apprehension, since it formed no part of his design to spill a 
di’op of that blood, which was esteemed so sacred. He accordingly 
gave immediate instructions that his wretched, and defenceless cajitive 
should be closely wrapped up in camelots, or coarse hair blankets; and 
in that state caused him to be rolled backwards and forwards, on the 
ground, with such force and violence, that every joint and articulation 
of his frame was either mashed or wrought asunder. Such being the 
expedient adopted by the Moghul, to terminate the existence, without 
shedding the blood of his illustrious prisoner. His children, his bro- 
thers, his kindred, his principal officers, and every agent of his govern- 
ment were sacrificed at the same time, to the exterminatino: vena'cance 

O O 

of Ilulauku. 

The Moghul troops had been now ordered to enter the devoted citv ; 
where, for the space of forty days, they opened such a scene of pillage, 
massacre, and blood, as outraged humanity, as much as it almost sur- 
passes the scope of human belief. It will not, however, be difficult to 
conceive that the stream of the Tigris should have been discoloured 
with human gore ; when, exclusive of those who w'ere butchered in the 
villages adjoining, the numberofthe slain, in thecityalone, isestimated 
at eight hundred //miMurwc/ persons.* Tlte booty which fell into the 
hands of these ferocious exterminators, is stated in general terms, 
w hether in specie and jewels, in furniture of silver and gold, in rare 
and costly manuiactures, the produce and fabric of every region of the 
globe, and in Greek and Russian slaves, to have surpassed the ordi- 
nary pow'-ers of arithmetic. Having glutted tliemselvcs with plunder 
and slaughter, the troops of HCdauku were next employed to demolish 
the walls, and towers, and other fortifications of the place ; when, the 
wwath of the £yl Khaun becoming at last cither exhausted or appeased, 
a sentiment of returning pity prevailed wdth him to spa.re the affrighted 
remnant of the inhabitants, avho had escaped into holes and corn, rs, 
from that ruthless destruction w hich had swept away so many myriads 
of their fellow citizens. 

It is, however, some consolation to reflect, that, with the usual d'es- 
tiny of traitors, the perfidious Alkemile derived but little advaiuage 

♦The foaifiil list is sveJieu', hj some writers, to tue lUvredioie toiw, of one ua.iiou t; -iit 
huudTtd UiOtiiRud. 
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from the consiimmafion of Lis crimes. It wouldappr.irtliatlic hail been 
led, from the conspicuous part which he had acti'd in facilitating the 
humiliation and destruction of the house of -A!)l)as, to encourage an 
expectatic.n that he should at least be established in the government of 
Baghdad : butthe Tartarmonarch. observing thntlhat man whobetrayed 
hisbenelactorhad, injustice, nothing to aspire to, immediately bestowed 
that government upon Eben Amran ; another traitor, who, while the 
Moghuls were ehgag d before the town on this occasion, found means 
to discover to Ilidaukh a hoard of grain, which was known to him as 
governor of Yakubiah; which furnished a supply of fifteen days’ con- 
sumption to the whole army, and probably enabled them to prosecute 
the siege to a succesful termination. 

Such, in the six hundred and fifty sixth of the Elidjerah, as we have 
attempted to describe it, was the fate of Miistaussem the last of the 
Khalit's of the house of Abbas ; in the forty seventh year of his age, and 
tlic seventeenth’ of his reign. With his life terminated the power of 
that celebrated race of monarchs, after it had subsisted fora period of 
five hundred and eight solar, or five hundred and twenty three lunar 
years, two months, and twenty three days. The sovereign authority 
now devolved to theTartar princes of the blood of Jengueiz, commenc- 
ing with Ilulaukii ; to whom, in a future page, we shall further claim 
the attention of the reader. In the mean time, in default of a more eli- 
gible arrangement, we shall proceed to describe, from the summary out- 
line of t\\eK}iolaussut-ul-al{Jihaur, the origin, advancement, and alter- 
natedissolutionoftheseveral dinasties, which successively flourished iii 
the countries betwixt the Oxus and the shores of Egypt, during the 
ascendancy, and for some time subsequent to the extinction, of the 
House of Abbas. 
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CHAP. VI. 

I N tracin^^ the causes which ttuulccl toplaco tlu' iroveriimontorKhur- 
asNUUH h>r several successions in tlu' th sciUKlants oTl alH*r /ulyeia- 
nein, it hecoines expedient in to recur to that piu iod in tin* la ian of the 
Khalit 11 Mainun, \\ hen, Mihs(A|ut*nt to the death ot his brother, that 
inoiunadi proct t ded to take up his r< >idenct‘ in the inetro[)olis oi 
dad. The n'ader is already apprized of the important services reii- 
dered to Ids soviTeiun hv the aide and \\arlike Zulyemmdn : the tirle 
l)<'st()we<l, as we have ex plained on a t’ornier occasion, on l alier tin soii 
of Ilusst yne, the son of Mussauh of tlu‘ race of Khozzai. 

In one of those inonients of coio m iality, when I 1 Mamnn A\ astan- 
plowed instecpini^^ the n^colIctUion of past events, in the ex hi laratini;- 
juices ofthe ^rape, Zulyemnein. um‘X[)c<‘tedly, i ntenal his presmee ; 
and th(‘ chief hutler proc^ecdcil hy his master’s instructions, in (‘(>mmoii 
with the other i^uests, to circulate* the c^ohh't to that j^eiieral. V» Idle 
this was passina, a tlood of tears was observed to stream from tin* t \i.s 
of UlMamun, and Zulyemnein ventured to iinpiire. what could pos- 
sibly produce tlu’se emotions ot' sorrow in the bosom of a monarchy 
vvln»so powm' was estaidished from tin: eastern ,to the westt‘rn limits of 
the earth. The K halif madi* smdi a r(*ply as In* conct ived suitabh* to 
the occasion; Imt continued so overpow eia d by his emotions, that 
Zfilyemn(*in, not darin;^ to nr-^e him with tiirtlier import uni tv. (pdtteil 
the palace uiuKt no slight impressions of alarm. St inlin;^ tor one of 
the dolin'^ ti<\s ot ] 1 usseyiu' tin* ^hraubdaur. or chief l>u tier, In* en^aLTed 
him, by a stupendous bribe ot two hundred thousand dinaurs,* ^it in- 
deed it is not an error in tin* manus(M'ipt) to jFnoail uj)on his master 
to 4‘Xiraet troin I 1 Mamun the (MUse ot iiis teai^. Aeciu'dinudv, wlu‘ii 
tin* rnomirc'h reipiinal his luitler, the <‘nsuin-jf dav. to furnish him n illi 
lus I p voriti* be\ t*ra;X(*, the latter (ha'laia'il with an oath, that until he 
di^»ciused the source ol that allli('tion, w hi(’li he had exhibited tncd.iy 

♦ AUyutUi, GJ(ib Uo, id. 



before. lie venfun- tr» (iisn»)(*y llu‘ ronniian<ls of“ lu^ iinperi.il 

TiUisU*r. I 1 Mainmi di'inaiMlrd lil^ iinnak me ^ueli an iii< jiiii'\ ; 

:uid J [ U'^'cv n(‘ as^'Uriiie liiiu I liat le* w as artiialrd li\ no olhcr nioiiv<‘ 
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A. H. 205 - 13 . very day afterwards, before the sun was yet risen, a messenger came to 
A . D. 8 - 20 - 28 . j-equire his presence at the palace of government ; on which, conceiving 
Kholaussut- jjjaj subject of his dispatch had been made known to Zulyemnein, 
vi a hbaur. about to suifer under the sword of the executioner, 

he repeated the usual formulary of the dying, the kehnah shihaudut, 
attesting the urrity of God and thedi vine mission of Mahommed ; and then 
accompanied the messenger. Reaching the palace, however, the first 
person by whom he was accosted from behind the hangings of the sa- 
loon, happened to be Tellahah the son of Taher, who demanded if he 
had closed his dispatches for the preceding day ? Having replied in 
the affirmative, he was most agreeably suprised by an order, this day, to 
announce the death of Zulyemnein ; which with feelings of consider- 
able satisfaction, he proceeded to obey. It is further related, that when 
the former dispatch was delivered to U1 IMamfin, Ahmed the son of 
AbiKhaled, as the pledge of Zulyemnein’s fidelity, was called uponby 
his sovereign to proceed immediately into Khorassaun, to vindicate 
his insulted authority ; and he was preparing for the expedition, when 
the second dispatch announced the death of Zulyemnein, and very 
seasonably relieved him from his embarrassment. 

The death of Zulyemnein is stated to have taken place on the night 
of that very day on which he had undertaken to discard the authority 
of U1 Mamun, just one year and six months after he had assumed the 
government of Khorassaun. He is described as being blind of an eve. 
In addition to the title of Zulyemnein, he was sometimes distinguished 
by^ the appellation of Abul Teyb, parent of good ; no slight argument 
of the popularity of his character. 

Tellahah or Tullelha nthe son of Taher, the secondof this race, 
assumed the government of Khorassaun on the death ‘of his father ; but 
under the express, although perhaps nominal authority of U1 Mamun. 
UdoftheTi* the events of his government the author is however entirely silent, 
ierites. He died in the two hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah ; and appears 
to have been succeeded, for a short time only, by a son of the name 
of Ally ; who w'as put to death by a body of insurgents, who hadre». 
volted against his authority in the neighborhood of Neyshapur. 

Abdullah the son of Taher, the third in succession of his race, 
happened to be at Dainur w hen be received intelligence of his brother’s 
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death ; and he hastened, with similar powers from U1 Mami&n, to take 
possession of Khorassaun. On his march he found it a necessary pre- 
liminary to employ his exertions in suppressing tlie insurrection at 
Neyshapur, which had occasioned the death of his nephew. And in 
this he appears to have succeeded without any extraordinary difficulty, 
or delay. 

Under the government of this chief it is related, on the authority of 
the Rouzut-us-suffa, that a fire-temple belonging to a remnant of the 
Magian superstition, had been yet allowed to stand by the side, or in 
the vicinity, of one of the mosques in the city of Herat ; which, as that 
persecuted race were regular tributaries of the government, they had 
long been suffered to frequent without molestation. It happened how- 
ever, about this period, that some indiscreet and over zealous Mahom- 
medan teacher, in one of his discourses, should have taken occasion to 
remark to his congregation, that the true faith must be at a very low 
ebb in Herat, since a temple of the w orshippers of fire was still left 
standing by the side of the tabernacle of their holy religion ; and not a 
Mussulman appeared of sufficient energy to lay it in ruins. These 
indiscreet expressions had the effect he seemed to desire, in inflaming 
the dormant zeal of his auditors. The Mosslems immediately assembled 
in great multitudes, and the same night proceeded to demolish both 
the mosque and its obnoxious neighbour ; and before the morning broke, 
had erected a mosque entirely new from the foundations, on the site of 
the former structures. Next day, the aggrieved andinsultedpyro/afcrs 
discovering what had passed, and equally affected withsurprise and re- 
sentment, made the best of their way tow^ards Neyshapur; in order to 
applyfor redress to AbdullahTaher,whoappearstohave fixed the seatof 
his government in that city. Abdullah, on his part, desirous oi strictly 
investigating the groundsof their complaint, summoned to his presence 
all the oldest builders that could be found either at Herat, or in the 
surrounding territory ; w ho, strange to tell, to the numberof four thou- 
sand individuals, all agreed in attesting that, so long as they had lived, 
the mosque had appeared exactly as it now stood ; neither had there 
ever existed, on that spot, either mosque or fire-temple of any other 
description, to the best of their belief. Upon this testimony it is pro- 
bable, though not e.xpres<tcl, that the unfortunate Magians were cgm- 
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l>elled to continue their lesson of forlx'arancc under tiie injuries in- 
flicted upon them by their odious persecutors ; and the design of the 
autlior in relating the circumstance was, possibly, to intimate, that 
in thus totally obliterating from the minds of these worthies, the re- 
collection of the past, providence had wrought a fresh miracle in sup- 
port of the surpassing excellencies ot' Isshim. 

Abdullah Taher died in the two hundred and thirtieth ofthe Ilidjerah, 
at the age of forty eight, and after successfully conducting the govern- 
ment of Khorassaiin for a period of seventeen years. He was equally’’ 
distinguished for his talents and the liberality of his disposition, and 
not less so for the moderation andjustice of his administration. 

Taher the son of Abdullah, fourth ofthe race of Taher, succeeded 
to his father; and was confirmed in his authority by a jiatent and 
standard conveyed to him by the Khalif El Wauthek. He dieil in the 
subsequent reign of iMustayne; and of him the author furnishes no 
further memorial. 

IMaiiomjied the son ofthe above mcntlonedTaher, and the fifth of 
this race, succeeded to his father, under the mandate and authority of 
U1 Mustayne ; but being inordinately devoted to a life of pleasure, the 
circumstance proved a very natural stimulus to the ambition of Yakub 
the son of Laiss-ul-Sufaur, (the brazier or copper smith) who had by 
this time made himself master of Seiestaun ; and who determined to 
avail himself ofsuch an opportunity, to extend his usurpations to the 
neighbouring provinces. That adventurer accordingly conducted his 
troops to Herat; from whence, having without muchdiliiculty expelled 
the officers and agents of the l aherite, he directed his march towards 
Neyshapur. The only opposition which he a|)pears to hav'c experi- 
enced to his approach, on the part of the indolent and voluptuous 
hlahomined, was an absurd message to demand, whither he was pro- 
ceeding witliout the aiitliority of tbe Khalit’s sign manual? The son of 
Laiss placing his hand upon his sword, like many before and since, 
briefly observed in reply, “ this is my warrant, and this my authority” ! 
On the return of the messenger who conveyed tliis reply, the ministers 
of the son of I aher immediately forsook him, ajul disiiersed to different 
quarters; and their degenerate principal fell, shortly afterwards, in to the 
hands of his more warlike and enterprising adversary. This event, 
in the two hundred and fifty ninth ofthe Hidjeran, put a period to the 
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power of tile raceof Taher, when it liad subsisted in Khorassaun, for 
about four years more than half a century. 

The narrative proceeds next to describe the events which, through 
the operation of an inscrutable providence, transferred the sovereign 
powder to the Sufauriah, or Sufarides; the sons of Laiss so denominated, 
from the ignoble occupation of their ancestor. On this subject w'e are 
informed that Laiss, the person from whom the dinasty derived its name 
and origin, w as an obscure mechanic who wTOiight in brass, and from 
his occupation called Laiss-uLSufaur,"^ This man had three sons, 
\akub, wdio for some time wTought at his father's trade, and Omar, 
and Ally. Becoming tired of manual labour, Yakub prevailed upon 
some dissolute characters like himself to form a band of outlaws, wntli 
wdiom he thenceforward proceeded to earn a subsistance by robbery, 
and plunder on the highu^ay : conducting himself, however, in this 
career of violence with singular moderation, as he was never know n 
to take from any individual ihe whole of his property. 

One night, in the course of his predatory exploits, he had contrived 
to excavate a passage into the palace of Derham the son of Nasser; a 
descendant of Raulfia t'hc son of Laiss, and of tlic celclirated Nusser 
Seyaur, w ho at that period held the government of Seiestaun; and hav- 
ing made n[) a convenient bale of gold and jew els, and the most costly 
stiufs, w as proceeding to carry itolf, wdien he happened in the dark to 
strike his loot against something hard on the floor. Thinking it might 
be a jew^el of some sort or other, a diamond perhaps, he picked it up 
and put it to his tongue, and to his equal mortification and disappoint- 
ment, found it to be a lump of rock salt ; for having thus tasted the salt 
of tlic ow ner, his avarice gave way to his respect for the laws of hos- 
pitality; and throw ing dow n his precious l^ooty, he left it behind him, 
and w ithdrew’ empty-handed to his habitation. Tlie treasurer ot Der- 
ham ben Nasser repairing the next day, according to custom, to in- 
sj.'ect his charge, w^as equally surprised and alarmed at observing that 
a great part of the treasure, and other valuables had been removed; 
but on examining the package w hich lay on the floor, his astonish- 
nient was not less, to find that not a single article had been conveyed 
away. The singularity of the circumstance induced him to report it 
immediately to his master: and the latter causing it to be prockiiiucd 
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A. H. S55 61- throughout the city, that the author of this proceeding had his free 
A. D. 869-75. pardon, further announced .that on repairing to the palace, he would be 
Kliolaubsut- distinguished by the most encouraging marks of favor, Yakub Laiss 
ul-aklibaur. without the smallest apprehension to avail himself of the in- 

vitation ; and when the prince demanded what motive could have im- 
pelled him to abandon a prize so completely at his discretion, Yakub 
made a faithful disclosure of all that passed ; and was immediately 
enrolled among the Yessawuls, orexempts, employed about the person 
of the chief to convey orders to those acting under his authority. 

From this period, the advancement of Yakub proceeded with such 
rapidity, that in a little time he became invested with the entire com- 
mand of the military force of his patron ; and on the death or removal 
Yakcb, 1st of of the latter, it is not exactly stated which, the soldiery put themselves 
tbe Sufarides. under his authority, and enabled him to take possession of Seiestaun 
for himself. After this, having successively made himself master of 
Herat, and Foshenje, he proceeded in two hundred and fifty-fiv'e 
through the desert into Farss ; where he succeeded in surprising the 
lieutenant of Sheiraz, whom he brought away with him a prisoner into 
Seiestaun. 

In two hundred and fifty-seven he further subjugated the provinces 
of Baikh and Tokharestaun ; and two years afterwards, by the sub- 
mission of Mahommed the son of Taher, as we have recently seen, he 
extinguished at Neyshapur the power of that family, and became mas- 
ter of Khorassaun. In the two hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah 
he engaged in hostilities with Hussun the son of Zeid, the prince of 
Tebrestaun,whom he defeated; but through the intenseness of the cold 
season, and a heavy fall of snow, which came upon them, he lost in 
the expedition, near forty thousand of his troops. In the two hundred 
and fifty first of the hidjerah, openly revolting against the authority of 
the Khalif Muatemmed, he seized the cities of Sheirauz and Ahuauz; 
hut advancing towards Baghdad, in the course of the following year, 
he was opposed and defeated, as formerly observ'ed, by Ld MowfFek, 
the Khalit’s brother. On the day of his defeat Mahommed the son of 
Taher effected his escape from captivity, and sought an asylum witjjt 
Muatemmed, 
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Resuming liis design against Baghdad, Yakub Laiss wason hismarch 
towards that metropolis, when, in the course of the two hundred and 
sixty-fifth of the Ilidjerah, a fit of the colic terminated in death, his 
active and eventful career. lie is said to have reigned in absolute 
sovereignty for a period of eleven years ; and he has left among histo^ 
rians, a character distinguished for sagacity of mind, for rigid and im- 
partial justice, and for unbounded liberality. His numerous cavalry 
are represented, for the greater part, to have been mounted on horses 
from his own stables, and to have been subsisted from his private treasury. 
And as a proof of the splendor of his equipage on particular occasions, 
a thousand men in harness, chosen from the flower of his troops, with 
maces of gold on their shoulders, and the same number with maces of 
silver, are stated to have attended his person on days of ceremony. He 
adjusted all differences on his own personal investigation, and by the 
dictates of his own judgment; and he confided his secrets to no human 
being; to which latter may be ascribed the success which generally 
attended him in his undertakings. His manners and mode of life Avere 
at tliesame time so simple and frugal, that a person, on some occasion 
or other, could not forbear expressinghis surprisethat heshould pretend 
to sovereign power ; when all he perceived in his tent was confined to 
tlie coarse carpet on which he reclined, and the armour which he wore, 
his answer either implies that be the manners of their loader what they 
may, his followers will always be found ready to obey ; or that their 
conduct will ever be governed by the example of their chief, 

Omar the son of Laiss, the second of the Sufauriah or Sufarides, 
succeeded to the authority and fortunes of his brother. As an ex- 
pedient to consolidate his power, he determined however on opening a 
negociation with the court of Muatcimncd, and with suitable presents 
to appease the resentment of that monarch. An agent was accordingly 
dispatched to apologise for the conduct of his predecessor. All this 
was favorably received by the Khaleifah ; and a patent for the govern- 
ment of Khorassaun and Farss, a\ ith that of Isfahaun and Seiestaun, 
was soon afterwards transmitted to Omarl^aiss. Thus confirincd in 
liis authority the latter now proceeded to Ivazvein ; and having arranged 
his interests in that quarter, he repaired, in the course of the two Iiua- 
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A. H.’ 207-07. drcfl and sixty-seventh of the Hidjcrah, to Shcirauz ; and having estaV 
A. D- goo 900. lished his agents throughout Farss and the territory of Isfahaun, 

Kholaussut- returned into his native province of Seiestaun. 

ul-akbbaui. course of two hundred and seventy-one, the Khalif Muatem- 

med, however, prevailed upon by the complaints of the inhabitants, 
withdrew from Omar Laiss his warrant for the government of Khor- 
assaun, and an army was dispatched from Baghdad to commence hos- 
tilities against that chief ; who was ultimately defeated by the Khalif’s 
troops. Nevertheless, an insurrection having been set on foot in favor 
of iNIahommed the son of Zeid, the Fatimite prince of Tebrestaun, in 
the two hundred and seventy fourth of the Midjerah, by Rauffia the son 
of Harethmah, or Harsamah, the arms of Omar Laiss appear to have 
been directed in support of the KhaUf’s authority ; and to have Ix'ca 
so employed, until the year two hundred and eigiity-six, when the in- 
surgent becoming the prisoner of that chieftain, was by him conveyed 
in fetters to BaghdM. From all which it is to be inferred, that a good 
understanding with that court had been bv some means or other res- 
tored. But in the course of two hundred and eighty-seven, we find 
Ameir Issmauil the Samauuian, at the head often thousand horse, the 
greater part of whom with wooden stirrups, crossing the Jeyluin at 
the recpiest ofthe Khalif Aluatezzed, to attack the power of Omar Laiss. 
The latter opposed him with seventy thousand cavalry. M'hcn the 
armies were drawn out for battle, however, the horse which carried 
Omar becoming restilfand unmanageable, took fright, and bore his rider 
directly into the ranks of the enemy. This was followed by the entire 
defeat of his troops, and a complete victory on the part of Ameir Iss- 
mauil, to whom the son of Laiss became now a prisoner. 

In this state he had been conveyed tooneof the tents ofhisconqucror ; 
from w'hence, observing one of his former domestics, who was passin-^- 
b}', he called to him to bring him something to eat. Having procured 
a.pieceof butcher's meat, theboy, for want of other utensils, put it into 
a brass cover, used in ablutions, and kindled a fire under it. W hile 
he went in search of something to season it, a dog entered ; and thrust- 
ing his nose into the broth, which was by this time boiling hot, 
scalded his teeth, and w'as endeavoring to withdraw bis head, when 
§ome way or other it became fixed in the handle of tiie cover, and ii<? 
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ran off wit'll the utensil suspended to his neck. Amused by the acci- 
dent, Omar Laiss burst into aloud fit of laughter; and oneofhis guards 
demanding what, in such a situation, could afford him subject ofmirth? 
he replied that on the morning of that day only, the purveyor of his 
kitchen had complained to him, that it was with no small difficulty a 
train of three hundred camels could convey his cooking furniture; “I 
“ now perceive” said he, “ that a single cur can remove it v/ith all the 
“ ease in the world.” 

After a detention of some days, Ameir Issmauil sent his captive to 
Baghdad ; where he was condemned by Muatezzed to the confinement 
in which he ultimately perished, after having exercised the powers of 
royalty, for a period of nearly three and twenty years. Omar, or as 
he is occasionally denominated, Amru Laiss, has been stigmatized as 
an oppressive and sanguinary tyrant, ever covetous of the wealth accu- 
mulated by his ministers, and of all who served about his person : and, 
as an illustration, we are told that he should have one day called before 
him Mahommed the son of Besheir, of all others the most distinguished 
in his confidence, and to have proceeded to tax him with some offence 
ofwhichhe alleged him guilty. Aware of his object, the minister, instead 
of wasting his breath in useless assertions of innocence, began to 
protest that in all the world he was worth no more than fifty purses of 
gold ; all of which he was, however, ready to consign to the custody 
of his treasurer, if for the future he would engage not to suspect him 
of uncommitted crimes. “ Thou hast given me a decided proof,” 
observed the tyrant, “ that of all the men of this age, thou art the most 
“sagacious directing his treasurer,however, to take charge ofthegold; 
though he further expressed himself highly delighted with this dis- 
creet sacrifice on the part of his obsequious minister. 

On intelligence of the defeat and captivity of Omar Laiss, his 
grandson, Taher the son of Mahommed, the third of the Sufauriah, 
proceeded, with the concurrence of the principal inhabitants of Sei- 
estaun, to take possessionof the throne of his grandsire. In the two 
hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah, he successfully invaded 
Farss, and established his authority over the whole of that province. 
But the very next year, Segry, a slave of his grandfather’s, revolting 
jigainst him, he was defeated and made pnsoner by that insurgent, 
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A. H. 290. together with his brother Yakttb. They were both cdnveyed to 
A. D. 903. Baghdud. Taher was the last of the descendants of Laiss, who exer- 
Kholaussut- cised the sovereign power, which continued in his hands for about six 
til-akJibau r. wretched attempts made for a few days, on the extinction 

of his government, by a brother of the name of Maaudil, and a cousin 
german of the name of Laiss the son of Ally, terminating without suc- 
cess. The power of the Sufauriah appears to have subsisted altogether 
for about forty years. 

The attention of the reader will be now directed to the origin, and 
establishment of the race of Saman ; a line of princes destined to act 
a far more conspicuous part, on the theatre of the Persian empire, 
than any of those who have hitherto claimed his notice, within the 
limits of the present chapter. 

A. H. 202-5. It appears on competent authority, that while the Khalif U 1 Ma- 
A. D, 817-20. jjept Jjig court at Meni, a certain Assud the son of Saman, of the 
stock of Behram Tchoubein, repaired to his presence, accompanied 
by his four sons ; and had the good fortune to be admitted to a con- 
siderable share of that prince’s favor. On the death of their father, 
and the departure of LT Mamun for Baghdad, when the government of 
Origin of the Khorassauii was vested in Ghassan, or Ghessan, the son of Ebbaud, he 
raceof Saman. received it in charge from his sovereign, to be particular in promoting 
the advancement of the sons of Assud ; and in conformity with these 
instructions, the subordinate government of Samarkand was then con- 
ferred upon Nouh, the elder of the brothers ; that ofPerghaunah was 
allotted to Ahmed ; that ofShaush, and Osrushnah to Yaheya; and the 
city of Herat became the lot of Eleyas the fourth son of Assud. 

On the removal of Ghessan tomake room for the race ofTaher, about 
the two hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah,his successors forbore to make 
any change in the destination of the four brothers ; but Nouh the son 
of Assud dying in the time of Tellahah the son ofTaher, the govern- 
ment of Samarkand was committed, by that prince, to Yaheya and Ah- 
med, the second and third ofthe brothers. Of these, x\hmed possessed 
a distinguished reputation for his justice and piety, and he had seven 
sons whose names were as follows : Nasser, Yakiih, Yaheya, Assud, 
Issmauil, Isshauh or Isaac, and Hameid. To the former of these* 
■when, after the exercise of his authority for a few days only, he re- 
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tired to a state of seclusion, Ahmed resigned the government of Sa- a. H. 2S1. 
mark and. A. D. 87j. 

AVhen, in the course of the year two hundred and sixty one, Yakub Kl'olaussut- 
Laiss had availed himself of the declining power, and degeneracy of the 
race of Taher, to extend his usurpations into Khorassaun, a patent, 
or mandate for the government of Maur-un-neher, the country on the 
other side the Oxus, was dispatched by the Khalif MAatemmed, to 
this Nasser the son of Ahmed the Samaunian ; whochusing to fix the 
seat of his authority at Samarkand, deputed his brother Issmauil to pre- 
side at Bokhara. In the process of no very long time, some misunder- 
standing being, however, produced between the brothers, by the ill 
offices of malignant men, they hastened to decide their ditferences ia 
the field of battle. The younger brother, Issmauil, was victorious, 
andNasser became his prisoner ; but contrary to what might have been 
expected,, he experienced the most generous treatment from his con- 
queror, who caused him to be reconducted to Samarkand with every 
testimony ofrespect ; and with the dec]aration,.that he should continue 
to hold the government of Bokhara as his lieutenant only. Ameir 
Nasser dying in the latter end of the two hundred and seventy-ninth* 
of the Ilidjerah, Issmauil then became sole and absolute governor of 
Maur-un-neher ; and has therefore been properly considered by histor- 
ians as the first in order of the monarchs of the race ofSaman. 

IssM A ui L the son of Ahmed, first of the race of Saman, when seated 
on the throne of royalty, is said to have exhibited to the world a noble 
example of justice and moderation. Having, as we have already seen^ 
defeated and taken prisoner the usurper Omar Laiss, and sent him a 
captive to the court of the lOnalif Muatezzed, he received from that 
pri nee in return, with the most costly and magnificent dresses of honor, Bokhara, of the 
a patent for the government of all the provinces lately held by the same Saman. 

usurper, including Seicstaun, Khorassaun and Mazanderaun, Rey and 
Istahaun. The Khalit’s dispatches were received on this occasion by 
Issmauil, withdemonstrationsofsingiilar respect. Hebumbled himself 
as he put on each separate dress of honor, in two prostrations of prayer* 
in token of his gratitude, and bestowed upon the bearer of the patent,* 
a donation of seven hundred thousand dinaurs.*!* 

^ A,D.892. *320,8331. Os. 8d. 
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On the autljorityofNizam-ul-Mulk the Tussitc, it is affirmed, that 
on tlic defeat and capture of Omar Laiss, Ameir Issmauil proceeded 
to enquire after the treasures of his captive ; and having failed in the 
discovery by other expedients, demanded of him in person where they 
had been deposited. The answer was, that they bad been committed to 
the care of one of his relatives of the name of Saum ; by whom, in all 
probability they were conv«‘yed to Herat. On this information Iss- 
inauil conducted liis troops before that city ; and the inhabitants having 
surrcmh'red on express stipulations to his mercy, he hastened to re- 
quire, from thekinsmanof Omar Laiss, that account of his mast(‘r’s trea- 
sures which his information had ltd him to expect; but without success. 
In th e mean time, the necessitiesboth of his officers and their followers 
liad become extremely urgent; and it was intimated to him, by some 
of his confidential friends, that the citv of Herat, and the adioining ter- 
ritory, contained an immense population ; and that if from every com- 
petent individual, a contribution were levied of only one meskal, about 
a dram and a half, of gob*, ho would be able to raise a prodigious sum 
of money, to the entire and ample relief of his army. The virtuous 
Issmauil, with a rectitude which reflects unfading lustre upon his me- 
mory, rejected withouthesitation, the iniquitous proposal ; observing in 
reply, that he had promised to this people his protection, and that no- 
thing should induce him to extort from them the smallest article of 
their property. Then, lest any further corrupt suggestion of the 
principle of evil might be urged with him to infringe his capitulation, 
he withdrew in haste from before Herat, and encamped at a consider- 
able distance from it. His generals, nev(>rthrless, again assailed him 
on thesame subject; when headdres>,ed them in these nmmoraldew o.fls, 
“ That Being, who with the scourge of his destiny, impelled the horse 
“ of Omar Laiss to place his rider at my disposal, is also abh' tosuj)ply 
“the wants, and repair the equipments of my soldiers, without the 
“ guilt, on my part, of a bn'ach of faith with his creatures.” For this, 
his just forbearance, the reward soon followed. 

Om* of the ladiis of his familv had taken off her neklace of rubies, 
and laid it on some conspicuous place, while employed on some 
business or other which required her attention. A kite, which was 
hovering near, taking the rubies for pieces ol meat, inuncdiate'ly 
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pounced upon, and carried off the necklace. The domestics who 
fortunately observed the ro])bery, hastened to take horse and watch 
the motions of the plunderer. After some time, tlie kite let drop 
tlie necklace from his talons, and it fell, as it happeiu'd, into a 
neighboring draw-well. One of the party, who had anxiously areom- 
panied the motions of the animal, descending into the well, discovered 
that it communicated, some way or other, with an inner cavcTii ; iu 
wdiich his attention was immediately attracted hy a number of chests 
piled together. These he found, on inspection, to be entirely filled 
with gold and jewels ; the treasure of Omar Laiss, conveyed thitln^rhy 
his kinsman, as to a place of perfect security. From this acciden- 
tal discovery, as if in just compensation for his scrupulous observance 
of the faith of treaties, thegood Issmaiiil derived a fir more abundant 
supply to satisfy the demands of his followers, than could hav(‘ arisen 
from any unwarrantalile contribution, which he might have imposed 
upon tlu‘ defenceless inhabitants of Herat. 

Ameir Issmauil survived his triumpli over Omar Laiss, for some- 
thing more than seven years, during which ho continued to govi ru 
with equal glory to himself and advantage to his peo[)le ; until the 
middle of the month of Sulfur, of the yiwr two hundred and ninety- 
five,* when, at the age of sixty, lie withdrew to the regions of eternal 
bliss. 

Anu Munusser, or Nasser, Ahmed, the son of Issmauil, second 
of the Samanides, or race of Saman. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of his hither at Bokhara, im- 
mediately on the demise ot thedejiarted monarch ; and was eonfirmed 
in his royal dignity by letters pat(Mit, and a standard, transmitted for 
that purpose by the Khalif Muktelfy BTllah. 

About live years alter his accession, namelv, in the three hundredth 
ol the llidjerah, Omar tlie son of Vakhb, the great grandson of Omar 
Laiss, revolted in Sc icstaun ; and S(*i/ed and imprisoned Munsur the 
son ol Isshauk the Samaiinian, the lieutenant of the province; on 
which a CfHHid(Tal>le force was dispat(die(l, by A iindr A hunal. under 
liusscMie the of Ally, to restore his autiioritv in that (‘oiintrv. 
Ait(T sustaiiiiiiu a siege of niiu' months in the ca])ital of Seiestaun, the 
insurgent was conipclled, ( ither by his tears, or by extreme distress, to 
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A. H. 800. implore for mercy: and on surrendering the city, and potting himself 
A- P- 912. the hands of Husseyne, he was, together with Eben Heffaur his 
Kliolaussut- principal associate, conducted a prisoner to Bokhara. The govern- 
Ul-akhbaur. Seiestaun was now conferred, by the Samanian monarch, 

on Semjur Dowauty. 

While engaged on a hunting party, in the coarse of the year three 
hundred and one, Ameir Ahmed had given orders, on quitting one of 
his encampments, to set fire to the spot ; when he received intelligence 
from Jurjaun, that Hussun, the son of Ally-ul-utrush (the deaf) the 
Fatiraite, had expelled his lieutenant from Tebrestaun, and made him- 
self master of that province. On this information, Ahmed is said to 
have been atfected to such a degree, as to have impiously ejaculated^ 

“ if it was the will of God that the territory of Tebrestaun should de- 
“ part from under his authority, to give him death I” and immediately 
returning on his steps, encamped on the same ground which he had 
just given orders to set fire to. Men of intelligent minds converted the. 
circumstance into an omen which boded no good : and it accordingly 
fell out, that some of his domestic slaves, at this very crisis, offended 
at their exclusion from those assemblies which their sovereisrn occa- 
sionally held, with the learned and ingenions individuals who frequented 
his court, seized their opportunity ; and, on Thursday the twenty- 
third of the latter Jurnmaudy,* entering the tent of Ameir Ahmed, 
there treacherously murdered their benefactor. Some of the assassins 
were laid hold of the next day, and cut to pieces by the nobles, who 
conveyed the body of their sovereign to the capital of BokhW for in- 
terment. Subsequent to his death, which took place in the seventh 
year of his reign, the title of Ameir Sheheid, the martyred Ameir, was* 
bestow'ed upon this prince. 

Abul Hussun Nassek, more frequently written Munusser, the 
son of Ahmed, third of the Samanides. 

Having ascended the throne of his father at eight years of age, the 
Nasser, Illd elevation of this prince excited at first but contemptible expectations 

ofthcSanian- , i i • ^ 

ides. minds of the people ; by whom it was generally remarked, that 

when they considered the pretensions of liis uncle Isshauk, the patriarch 
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or senior, of the house of Saman, who was in possession of the govern- 
ment of Samarkand, it was not difficult to prognosticate the degree 
of power, to which such a minor would be suffered to attain. The dis- 
poser of events had, however, ordained that this same despised stripling, 
who ultimately received the title of Ameir Saeid, the august Arneir, 
should, in the sequel, attain to the most exalted rank among the poten- 
tates of the earth. 

In the early part of his reign, the affairs of the government had been 
necessarily committed by Ameir Nasser, with the dignity of Vezzeir, 
to the discretion of Abu Abdullah Mahommed the son of Ahmed ; and 
Isshauk the Samaunian having, as it was foreseen, approached Bo- 
khara, with designs hostile to his nephew’s authority, a general of the 
name of Hamuyah was selected to command the army employed to 
oppose him. Being twice defeated by this commander, and compelled 
after his last discomfiture to fly for shelter to Samarkand, the invader 
was pursued thither by Hamuyah; who appears to have entered that 
metropolis without resistance. A rigid search was immediatelv set 
on foot in order to discover the retreat of Isshauk ; who, at last yielding 
to his fears, delivered himself up to the mercy of the conqueror, by 
whom he Avas conveyed without delay to Bokhara, Avhere he termin- 
ated his days in a prison. 

A slave of Yussufthe son of Abi-ul-Sauje, of the nameof Faeik, hav- 
ing revolted against the authority of the Khalif Muktedder, in the 
course of the year three hundred and thirteen,* and seized the city and 
territory of Rey, Ameir Nasser received that monarch’s instructions to 
proceed against the insurgent. The rebel Faeik was expelled from his 
usurpations, apparently without difficulty ; and Ameir Nasser having 
continued in that quarter for two months, left the province on his de- 
parture, to the careof Semjur DoAvauty, already noticed in a preced- 
ing page. 

On the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, it is noAV described that 
Makan the son of Kauky, perhaps Kauly, one of the feudatories of the 
princes of the race ofBuyah, invading Khorassaun, in the three hun- 
dred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Nasser dispatched 
against him, Ally one of his principal generals ; by Avhom that chief 
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A. H. 329. was defeated and killed, and the event announced to ,his sovereign in 
A. D.940. a note of singular brevity. Wa-Makuna-satir-kausmehu. 

Kholdussiit- tjjg coinmencment of the year three hundred and thirty one, 

ul-akhbaur. respectable Ameir Nasser was smitten by a stroke of the 

palsy. While he suffered under this affliction, he caused an apartment 
to be constructed immediately before the entrance of his palace, to be 
called the house of praj^er ; in which, in vestments of purest white, and 
in acts of devotion to his maker, he passed the greater part of the re- 
mainder of his days ; until, in the month of Rudjub of the same year,* 
he was received into the bosom of divine mercy. He died at the early 
age of eight and thirty, after a prosperous reign of thirty years, distin- 
guished for his clemency, liberality, beneficence, and justice, and not 
Icss’by the exemplary piety, and blamelessness, of his life and manners. 

Nouh the son of Nasser, fourth of the race of S&man, with the en- 
tire concurrence of the military chiefs, and othernobility of Bokhara, 
proceeded to seat himself on the throne of his father; selecting Abul 
FazzelMahommed, the son of Ahmed for the post ofVezzeir, to assist 
Samaiiides management of affairs. About the close of the three him- 

dred and thirty second of the Hidjerah, during his residence at Meru, 
Nouh gave protection to Washmagueir the son of Zebaur, who had 
withdrawn from Tebrestaun ; and who, experiencing from the Sam- 
aunian on this occasion a distinguished and welcome reception, re- 
turned at the head of a body of troops, furnished by that prince, towards 
Jurjaun ; and having wrested that territory from Hussun the son of 
Feyrozan, took secure possession of the government for himself. 

Here the good fortune of Ameir Nouh seems to have terminated; 
since from this period his reign appears to have been exposed to all 
the mischiefs of dissenssion, revolt, and civil war. In three hun- 
dred and thirty four,| Abfl Ally the son of Mahommed Mehtauje, who 
administered the government of Rey, revolted against his authority ; 
and having raised his uncle Ibrauhim, the son of Ahmed the Samaun* 
jan, to the royal dignity, proceeded to invade the province of Khorass- 
aun. On intelligenceof this event Ameir Nouh quitted Bokhara, and 
hastened across the Jeyhun to Meru ; where, on the approach of the 
enemy, the greater part of his troops faithlessly deserted his standard, 
• March, A. D. 843. t 



and went over to his adversaries. In consequene^ of this, he \va§ 
compelled to recross the Jeyhun in a single boat, to avoid, or abandon 
his capital, and make the best of his way to Samarkand. The year 
following*, after taking entire possession of Kliorassaun, Abu Ally ad- 
vanced to Bokh ra, and there proclaimed the authority of Ibrauhim. 
But some evil disposed person having awakened a jealousy in his mind, 
against the instrument of his ambition, Abu Ally, shortly after this, 
withdrew into Turkestaun, or western Tartary ; and Ibrauhim becom- 
ing unequal to the cares of royalty, Ameir Nouh embraced the oppor- 
tunity of returning towards Bokhara, where an accommodation was 
brought about by the nobles between the uncle and nephew. By this 
it was arranged that Ameir Nouii should retain the sovereign author- 
ity, and that the superintendance of the armies should be vested in 
Ibrauhim. The two princes then joined, and directed the whole of 
tlieir attention to oppose, and defeat the hostile designs of Abu Ally. 

Both united, they proved, however, unequal to a contest with that 
warlike chieitain, who after a signal victory over the two princes, again 
took possession oi Bokh ra ; where he now invested Mahomtued the son 
of Nasser, the brother of Ameir Nouh, with the honors of royalty. But 
still conceiving an apprehension of the hostile disposition of the no- 
bles of Bokhara, Abu Ally left tlrat city, and retired to Tcheghaunian ; 
v hile Ameir Nouh liasteued, by invitation of the same nobles, to 
revisit his capital; into which ho was triumphantly reconducted by 
Ibrauhim, and his brother Abu Jauher, and once more firmly re-estab- 
lished on the throne of his ancestors. He determined, however, on 
this occasion, to secure himself -against all further competiliou on their 
part, hy immediately searing the eyes C)f his uncle Ibrauhim, and of 
both his brothers, i\lahommed,‘and Abu Jaufler. 

In the three hundred and thirty ninth of the Ilidjerah,* auorrespon- 
dencetook place hich terminated in an accommodation between Ameir 
Nouh, and Abu Ally; Ameir Nouh condesceiuling to forgive tlie past, 
and inviting his rebellious feudatory to accept the government of Khor- 
assaun,ofvvhich hewas accordingly put inpossesion. In threehundred 
and forty-two, in conjunction with ashnvagueir the son of Zebaur, 
the same Abu Ally conducted a force towards Bey, in order to oppose 
the designs ofUukken-ud-douluh the Deylemito ; but having concluded 
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H. 342. a treaty of peace with that prince, on his engaging to remit annually 
A. D. 0o3. jQ exchequer of Ameir Nouh the sum of two hundred thousand 
Kliolaussut- fiinaurs,* he was, on his return from the expedition, accused to his 
sovereign by Washmagueir, of having from a motive of corrupt and 
improper partiality, consented to a peace with the Deyleniite, when 
he had a fair opportunity of destroying his power. In consequence of 
this accusation, Abu Ally was once more exposed to the displeasure 
of Ameir Nouh ; by whom he was immediately superseded in the 
government of Khorassaun, which was now transferred to another 
chief of the name of Abu Saeid. Abu Ally, on his part, withdrew to 
Rey, and was there admitted by Rokken-ud-doulah, among the most 
distinguished of his followers. 

Soon after this, in the former Rcbbeia of the three hundred and 
forty-third of the IIidjerah,-|’ and in the thirteenth year of an eventful 
and turbulent reign, Ameir Nouh took his departure for a better world, 
he bore also thetitleofAmeirllameid, — the laudable or well approved. 

Abxjl Fouauress (father of chivalry) Arduemeeek, the son of 
Nouh, fifth of the race of Saman. 

This prince, through the influence and exertions ofBukker the son of 
Malck, and ultimately with the concurrence of the nobles of Bokhara, 
succeeded to the throne of his father. He was engaged in fre<iUvmt 
hotilities with Rokkcn-ud-doulah the Deylemitc; but afteremj>lo\’ing 
ABDCLMEtEF, Several armies in vain to reduce his power, he coustmted at last to 
Vth i>f the race ^ treaty of peace with that prince. It was during the reign of Ab- 
of Saman, dulmelek the Samaunian that, raised from the low est condition of ser- 

vitude to the most exalted distinctions of the state, Alejttekkeiu, or 
Aiputtekein,was a4vancetl to thegovermnentofivhorassaun ; and the re 
amassing prodigious wealth, and apph ing tliat wealth to engaae a 
numerous train of followers in his service, became ultimatelv too 
powerful for his master. Tiiis was tlie patron of Sebektekein the lather 
ot the celebrated Mahniiid oftlhczniii. 

-Ameir Abdulmelek, who bore during life the additional title of 
IMiu'vud, coit/h nud, and after liis death that of .Mouffek, prospt rons, 
received, in the course of the three hundred and fiftieth oi theliidjerah,. 

=* 13». 4d. t July, A. D. y54 
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a dangerous fall fVom his horse, while engaged in the fkvorite Persian 
game, of Gui Tchougan, or horse- Goff ; of which he died in a very 
short time, after a reign of something more than seven years. 

Abu Salah Munsur the sonofNouh, sixth of the race of Saman. 

It would appear that on the death of Abdulmelek, an agent had been 
dispatched by the nobles of Bokhara, into Khorassaun, to demand of 
Alputtekein, who had by this time become almost absolute master of 
that powerful province, which of the race of Saman he conceived wor- 
thiest of the succession ; but before the messenger could return with 
the reply of that chief, that Munsur Avas too much of a stripling, and 
that in his judgment their clioice should be fixed upon one of his un- 
cles, the principal generals and nol)iiity had united in fav'or of the same 
Munsur, whom they had accordingly proclaimed in the room of his 
deceased brother. In consequence of his apprehensions of the resent- 
ment of the young monarch on this account, Alputtekein determined 
to disobey the sujninons which he received to repair to Bokhara ; and 
soon afterwards breaking out into open rebellion, withdrew towards 
Gheznln, accompanied by a body of three thousand of his own disci- 
plined slaves, or MauinU';ks: with whose assistance he took possession, 
sword in hand,of thatcity and the wholeoftheadjoining territory. The 
government of Khorassaun was now transferred to Abul Musseyne 
Semjur ; but though an army was twice dispatched to chastise the de- 
fection of Alputtekein, it returned as often repelled by the skilful val- 
our of that successful adventurer and his followers. 

In the year three hundred and fifty three, Kholf the son of xVlimcd, 
descendedby the mother-side from the Siifauriah or race of Laiss, being 
compelled by the revolt of one of his princiiial subjects, to abandon 
theprovinceof Seiestaun, now sought the assistance of Ameir Munsur; 
and receiving from him an ample supply of troops and treasure, was 
enabled to return in triumph to his capital, and to resume with addi- 
tional lustre, his authority in the territory .of Neimrouz. This Kholf 
the son of Ahmed is represented, at the same time, as eipiaily adorned 
and distinguished, by his acquirements in all the learning of his age 
and country, by the liberality and benevolence of his mind, and by 
Jais unbounded patronage of genius and science however exhibited. 
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Under the tlircc luindrod and fifty sixth of the Uidjerah, wo find re<f 
corded the death of Washmagueir, prince of Jurjuiin ; who was suc- 
ceeded ity his son Beisettoun, as will be again noticed in a future 
page. Ahoutthc saineperiod,throughthemediationofAbul ITusseyne 
vSenijur, a treaty was concluded between Ameir Munsur, and Kokkt n- 
ud-doulah the Deylemite ; by which the latter submitted to pay 
into the treasury of the Samaunian, an annual tribute of one hundred 
and fifty thousand dinaurs of gold.* 

After a generally successful reign of fifteen years, the death of Ameir 
hlunsur is recorded to have taken place on the elevcntli of lludjub of 
the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Uidjerah. -j" He bore while 
living tlie additional title of Ameir y,lveyut\, ike conjii ined, vrhich was 
transmuted after death into Ameir Seddeir — the prince who resides in 
heaven, in the mansion of Habrii l. 

AufL Kausskm Noth the lid, son of Munsar, and .seventh of the 
race of Sainan, ascended the throne of his father without opposition ; 
and evinced no less discrimination than prudence, in bestowing the 
office ofVezzeir on Abiil IliUseyne Utteita, crpially distinguished by 
his virtues, and his consummate abilities. 

At a very early period of the reign of Ameir Xouh the second, Al- 
puttekein died in possession of Gheznlu, and was succeedert bv his 
slave Sebektekein, or Sebfcktegu in, the father ofthe celebrated Mahmiid. 
And in three hundred and sixty six, Kabouss the son of Vibishuni- 
gueir became prince of Jurjaun, on the death of his Irrother Beisettoun, 
Aboutfive years afterwards, namely in the three hiurdred and S(wt'ntv 
firstof the Uidjerah. + AmeirNouh finding it expedient to remove Aln’d 
Iliisseyne the Semjurite from the government of Khorassaun, and to 
confer that jrrovince u])on Aln'd Abbas Taush, sometimes entitled 
Hussaum-ud-doulah, the degraded lieutenant ascrilredhis supersessi-m 
either to the calumnies, or ill offices of Abfd llusseyne the \'ezzeir; 
and immediately entering into a conspiracy with Faeik, who had been 
some time enroll- d among the principal officers of Ameir Xouh, re- 
solved on the destruction of that able and faithful minister. This, 
through the treachery of some of the slaves whom they suborned t# 
(ja,750i. t M: rea 14, A. D. V16. | D. Oai 
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the execution of tlieir design, they found it no great diiticiilty to ac- 
coinplisli. Jn the mean time Amcir Nouh, equally afflicted by the 
loss oi liis minister, and offended by the daring insolence thus exer- 
cised against his authority, dispatched to Neyshapur, r^^quiring the 
iiriuicdia^^ presence of Ifussaum-ud-doulah, in order to assist him in 
avenging the injury, liussaum-ud-doulah repaired w ithout delay to 
Bokl ara ; and all those of the murderers of the unfortunate W'zzeir 
Vv l’uui he could lay panels on, ^vcre speedily consigned to the awful 
Holitiide of the graved The Yizzaurut was then conferred on Abul 
Hussey lie ^uezzeny. 

\rhile nussaum-ud-doulah Tausli remained at Bokhara on thisoc- 
casion, Aliul Iliisseyne the Semjuritc Iiad been dispatched at the in- 
stance of Ameir Nouli to lay sie ge to the ca])ital of Seiestaun: but he 
no sooner found that the province of Khorassaun was left through the 
al)sence of its ruler, to provide for its own defence, tiian that refractory 
chieftain entered into afresiiconsiiiracy with Faeik gandjinconjunction 
with him, proceeded immc^diately into lAiorassaun, to opp-ose thereturu 
of Taush. Tile latter liustened however to meet his adversaries ; but 
an unaccountable acconimodation taking place between the parties, it 
was finally arraiigi d that the command of the troops, and the govern- 
ment of Neyshapur sliould continue as formerly, wutli Abul Abbas 
Taush, liiissaum-ud-doLilah indifferently so called ; whdethe city of 
Balkh A^ as ceded to Faeik, and that of Herat to the Scinjurite. 

Not long afterwards, the \ i/zaiirut being translbrrcd by Ameir Nouh 
to Abdullah, or perhaps Abdulazziz, the ncAV n inister, entertaining no 
gixrat degree of complacency towards Ilussaiiimud-doulah Taush, 
soon prevailed upon his sovereign to remove tlnU distinguished com- 
mander from his employments; aiul to consign his jiost to Ahiil 
liusseyne the Semjurite, already governor of Herat. On this 
1 [ussaum-ud-doulah applied for assistance to Frikher-ud-doiilali 
tlie Deyleinite, on whom, l)y former servici^s, lie had laid some 
V(*rv lasting obligations ; and having obtaiiu d tlie support he soualit 
for, immediately commenced hostilitus against the Semjurite. But 
being rc'^olutely opposed hv that commander, iu conjunction with hi* 
associate Faeik the governor of Balkh, Abiil Abbas after repeated con- 
fli<-ts was ultimately defi‘ated, and compelled to withdraw for pro 
tjon to his friend Fakher-ud-doulah ; with waom he resicWu hence** 
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forward, in a state ofinactivity, and repose from the cares of ambition, 
until, in the three hundred andseventy ninth of the Hidjerah,a pestilen- 
tial disorder terminated his mortal existence. 

Abul Husseyne Mahommed, the son of Ibrauhim, the son of Semj nr, 
of whom so much as been recently spoken, dying about this period, 
the government of Neyshapur, was confirmed, by Ameir Noiih, to his 
son Abu Ally ; while that of Herat was bestowed upon faeik. 
But jealousies and animosities arising bet^veen these two 'rival 
chiefs, they soon proceeded to adjust their differences by the s\vor(i. 
The issue w'as favorable to Abu Ally ; and his antagonist retiiing to 
Meru-ur-rud, there assembled a fresh army ; but instead of leading it 
to renew the contestwith hisriva),hemarched, withouttheconcurrence 
ofhis sovereign, directly towards Bokhara. Alarmed at this suspicious 
movement, Ameir Nouh on his part, sent two ofhis generals Eynaunje 
and Bekhtozun to give him battle. The refractoiyand seditious i'aeik 
was here again defeated ; and making the best of his way to Termed, 
the principal pass on the main branch of the Oxus, from tlience opened 
a correspondence with Boghra Khaun, the monarch ofTurkestaun ; 
whom he earnestly invited to undertake the coinguest of Maur-un- 
neher. 

On the other hand, having rendered himself absolute in Khorassaun, 
Abu Ally the Scinjiirlte, forgetful of his allegiance, and of the gratuit- 
ous favors of his sovereign, entered upon measures of similar hostility 
to the government ofhis benclactor. In prosecution of these hostile 
designs, letters were by him also transmitted to the same Khann of 
7’urkestaun, already mentioned, in which he proposed, that if that 
monarch would approach Bokliara, from the eastward, he would him- 
self advance to attack it from the side of the Oxus; further stipulating 
however, that when Ameir Nouli should be disposed of, the Khaun 
should be satisfied with that part of the dismembered territory eastward 
of the Oxus, wliile the w hole of Khorassaun should be vested with full 
sovereignty in himself. 

This application appears to have determined Boghra Khaun at once 
toadvanceagainstBokhiira ; and Eyiiaunje, who w’aseinployed tooppose 
him on the partot Ameir Nouh, having been defeated and taken pris- 
oner, that prince was constrained by the urgency of the danger to oves 
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look the recent rebellious attempt of F^eik, and to dispatch to Termed a. H. 3fl0-83; 
to entreat his assistance. Such was the man whom he now selected A.D. rao-os. 
to make head against the Khaun of the western Tartars; and that per- KholaiHsut- 
fidious chief proceeded accordingly to Samarkand. On the approach 
of the Tartar monarch, he drew his troops out of that city for the 
purpose, as it might have been conceived, of giving battle ; but, before 
he could discharge an arrow in the faceof the enemy, he basely turned 
his back, and withdrew to Bokhara. Having taken possession of Sa- 
markand, Boghra Khaun advanced without further obstacle, towards 
the metropolis of the race of Saman, which was abandoned on his ap- 
proach by Ameir Nouh. The false Facik now went over to the Khaun, 
and being immediately admitted amongst the most distinguished 
meinbersofhis court, proceeded shortly afterwards under his authority 
to preside over the territory of Balkh. 

Thus expelled from his capital, Ameir Nouh, disguising his ex- 
terior, hastened across the Jeyhun, and took post at a place called 
Amulshet, perhaps the town of Amol on that river. Here he was 
gradually joined by his troops, and found himself after some delay at 
the bead of a considerable force. In the mean time, the Khaun of 
durkestaun, being attacked by some malignant disorder, which he 
might have ascribed to the climate, suddeidy adopted the re- 
solution of returning to his native country, and died on his march. 

On intelligence of thisunexpectedevent, Ameir Nouh proceeded with 
infinite delight to repossess himself of Bokhara, and was again restored 
to the throne of his ancestors. In the midst of the incertitude and 
despondence produced by tliis diversity oflbrtune, .\l)u AIlv the Seni- 
jurite at last conceived the design of dispatching an ag< nt to entreat 
for his past otlences, the torgiveness of an injured sovereign : when his 
e\ il gx-nius so ordered it that he should be joined by the rebel Faeik, 
his late competitor; who had been compelled to fly before the troops 
of xVmeir Nouh, and who now employed with Aliu Ally such arguments 
as dissuaded him from bis design, and prevailed upon him once more 
to (iisplay the standard of disloyalty. 

Aftersomc deliberation, Ameir Nouh determined in these circum- 
stances to dispatch to Cheznin, and demand th • aid of Sebektekein ; 
and the application exiierienced from tliat able and warlike chieftain, 


24B 


A. H. 884. an attention most flattering to tlieliopes of the Samaunian. S'ometime 
A- D- in the three hundred and eighty fourth of the hidjerah, he set out from 
Kholausbut- Qheznin, at the head of a powerful army ; and having on his arrival at 
iil.akhbaur. demonstrated for AmeirNouh every possible degree of zeal 

and respect, proceeded in conjunction with him, immediately in quest 
of the rebel associates. The latter had by this timesecured the support 
of Fakher-ud-doulah the Deylemite; and advancing from Herat, aided 
hy thereinforcements received from thatprince, appeared little disposed 
to avoid a battle. In the conflict which ensued, they were however 
totallv defeated by AmeirNouh, and his powerful ally; and making the 
best of their way to Neyshapur, continued their flight, after remaining 
there a few days only, to Jurjaun ; where they became content to enrol 
themselves in the train of Fakher-ud-doulah. Ameir Xouh evinced 
his gratitude for thisimportant service, by bestowing upon Sebektekeia 
the title of Nasser-ud-dein — defender of the faith, with every possible 
mark of favor and distinction ; while he conferred ujioii his son, the 
celebrated Mahmud, with the title of. Scyf ud-doulah — sword of the state, 
the supreme command of his armies, and the government of Khorass- 
aun. Having reposed himself for some time at Herat, Sebektekmn, 
returned to {jhczn'in, and Mahmud repaired to the seat of his govern- 
ment at Neyshapur. 

Having however contrived to raise a fresh army in Jurjaun, Abu 
Ally and Taeik, who have by some authors been considered aschikU 
ren of the same father, in the course of three hundred and eiglitv-five,* 
like an unforeseen calamity, appeared once more, under the wails of 
Neyshapur; and pouring with irresistible fury into the camp of Sevf- 
iid-doulah Mahmud, compelled him to fly with considerable loss. 
But Ameir Sebektekein, with all the force he could assemble, soon 
. afterwards entering Khorassaun, to the assistance of his son, and 
Faeik and Abu Ally hastening from Neyshapur to oppose him, the 
two armies came to a decisive battle in the neighborhood of Tusse ; in 
which victory declared for the standard of Sebektekein, with dreadful 
slaughter to his adversaries. Abu Ally and his associate sought a 
temporary asylum in the fortress of Kolaut ; from whence they were, 
in a very few days, however, compelled to withdraw, and betake 
themselves for a considerable period to a desultorv and wauderim’' life 

A. D. 90.3. 



At last they separated, Faeik directing his course towards the terri- 
tories of Eylek, the successor of BoghraKhaun of Turkestaun, and Abu 
Ally proceeding to Jurjauniah, to implore the protection of Mamun the 
son of Mahommed Fariglumy, prince of that country. But before he 
could effect hisescapetothe residence of the chieftain whose protection 
he sought, Abu Ally was seized at Hazaurasp, and detained a prisoner 
by Abu Abdullah, king of Khaurezm. This drew upon the Khaur- 
ezmian the vengeance of Mamun, by \vhom he was immediately 
attacked, taken prisoner, and put to death. Having liberated the 
fugitive, and otherwise treated him with great kindness and respect, 
Mamun next employed his mediation with Ameir Nouh to obtain 
a pardon for the offences of Abu Ally ; in which, as far as appearances 
could be trusted, he prevailed. Abu Ally was invited to repair to 
Bokhara, and being induced to accede to the inv itation, was compelled 
on his arrival in that capita], to lake up his abode in a prison ; and 
information of his being at last in safe custody, being conveyed to 
Ameir Sebektekein, at this period residing at Meru, a request was 
transmitted from that prince that the prisoner might be consigned 
over to his care. To this, if he were even so disposed, Ameir Nouh 
was not in circumslances to demur, and Abu xVlly was accordingly 
removed to Meru ; and in the prisons of Sebektekein, from which he 
nev^er escaped, made some atonementfor his disloyalty and ingratitude*- 
More fortunate in his exertions, Faeik made good his retreat to the 
court of Eylek Ivhaiin, whom, without much difficulty, he prevailed 
upon to resume the designs of his predecessor against the territory on 
the Jeyhun, Ameir Nouh, on his part, again solicited the aid of Sebek- 
tekein; who hastened without delay to Bokhara, to oppose the invader: 
but Ameir Nouh declining to quit his capital, to participate in the 
hazards of the field of battle, an incipient and unaccountable jealousy 
fastened on the mind of Sebektekein. In his measures to counteract 
the designs of the enemy he neglected to exert his accustomed ener- 
gies, and he finally concluded a dishonorable peace; by which he 
consented that the able Eaeik should be formally confirmed in the 
government of Samarkand, and that all hostilities should here termin- ^ 
ate on either side. 

2 K 


A. 

A.' D. 

Kholaussut^ 

ui-akhbanr» 


VOL. ir 


A. X). 3^7. 
A. H,997. 

KiloldUisaUt- 

til-iikhbuui:. 


Muysri?, son 
ofNouh,VIHth 
©f the race of 
fiaman. 


350 

Ameir Nouh does not appear to have long survived these events. 
His death took place in the month of Rudjub of the three hundred and 
eighty seventh of the Hidjerah,* the two and twentieth year of his 
reign. He has subsequently borne the title of Anteir Ruzzy — tiie 
prince who is in paradise. 

Abxjl Haketh Munsue the son of Noiih, eighth of the race of 
Saman,was seated on the throne ofhis father by the unanimous concur- 
rence of the Nobles of Bokhara. But Eylek Khaun of Turkestaun, 
becoming apprized of the death of the late monarchy immediately 
inarched for Samarkand, into which he was triumphantly received by 
his adherent Faeik. The latter proceeded shortly afterwards by the 
Rhaun’s instructions towards Bokhara; which Ameir Munsur, inca- 
pable of resistance, abandoned at his approach, retiring across the Jey- 
hun. Having taken possession of the metropolis, a belief was circu- 
lated by Faeik, that so far from entertaining any designs hostile to 
the person of Munsur, he had appeared in that quarter for the purpose 
of supporting his authority to the utmost ofhis power, and of acquitting 
. himself, with becoming zeal, of the obligations of good faith and loyalty. 
After some correspondence on the subject, Munsur was prevailed upon 
to return to Bokhara, where he permitted Faeik to assume to himself 
die entire contvoul of affairs ; Bektouzun being invested by the latter 
with the government of Khorassaun, and the command ofthearmv. 

In the mean time Ameir Sebektekeinf had breathed his last at Ghez- 
Tun ; and his son, Seyf-nd-doulah Mahmud, ultimately succeedincc to 
his authority, dispatched his agent to Bokhara to demand from Ameir 
Munsur the dignities, which he claimed by inheritance from his father. 
As the post and honors to which he laid claim had been already dis- 
posed of, by the appointment of Bektouzun, the application was una- 
vailing, and the agent returned to his master; who immediately 
advancing at the head of his army to Neysfapur, soon afterwards 

attacked, and defeated thenew chief, who had been imprudentlvseleeted 

to supersede him. On intelligence of this act of defiance to his author- 
ity, Ameir Munsur crossed the Jeyhun from Bokhara, and came to 
Serkhess ; while Mahmud, from an alleged repugnance to incur the 

* July, A. D.997. i More generally written in English Stbelite-'^in, 
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gulltofdisloyalty and ingratitude, evacuated Neysliap&r, and withdrew A. H. S89. 

to Meru-ur-rud, not unfrequently called Murghaub, from the river on 

which it is seated. When he had however been permitted to enjoy Kholaussut- 

his fancied powers for about a year and seven months, AmeirMunsur, 

in the middle of Suffur, of the year three hundred and eighty-nine,* 

was suddenly divested of his precarious sovereignty, and deprived of 

sight, by the prime minister Faeik, and Bektouzun the general of his 

armies. 

Abdulmelek the son ofNouh, ninth of the race ofSaman. Imme- 
diately on the dethron>mient of his brother, this prince was prevailed 
upon at the instance of Faeik and Bektouziin, to undertake thearduous 
responsibility of royal authority. But as the recent violence of the 
two chiefs had furnished to Seyf-ud-doulah Mahmud a favorable op- 
portunity of disguising his own ambitious dcsisi'ns, under the mask 
of avenging the cause of an injured sovereign, that prince no longer 
hesitated to advance towards Meru Shahjahaun, the ancient capital of Abdulmflek 
the province of Khcrassaun, at the head of a very formidable army. theSa- 

Ilis adversaries attached, as they atfoctcd to be, to the stirrup of Ab- 
dulmelek, proceeded to meet the son of Sebt ktekein, amusing him at 
the same time with overtures towards an accommodation of their dif- 
ferences. iNlahmud appeared at first disposed to acquiesce in these 
pacific measures; but ofiTended at some indications of disrespect exhi- 
bited on their part, he determined to break off the negociation, and 
to commit his fortune to the deeision of the sword. A dreadful battle 
ensued, which terminated in favor of Mahmud. Abdulmelek and 
Faeik fled immediately to Bokhara ; Bektouzun at first to Xeyshapur, 
but after remaining at that place for a few days, he proceeded to join 
his unfortunate associates. The guilt of accumulated treachery at 
last arrested the career of Faeik, since he appears to have died soon after 
his return to Bokhara about this period, 

Fylek Khaun could not long continue an idle, or inactive spectator 
of the distractions wdiich were rending to pieces the superb and splen- 
did inheritance ofthc race of S^man. Leaving his capital of Kasho-hifr 
about the period under consideration, he directed his march for Bokhara 

s 
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A. IL 889 . publishing however to the world that his expedition was undertaken 
A. D. 999. for the express relief of Abduimelek. And yet when, on Tuesday the 
Kliohuissut- tenth of Zilkaudah, of the threehundred and eighty ninth ot the Ilid- 
ul-akhbaur. entered the metropolis of the house of Saman, his first ob- 

ject appears to have been to secure the person of that unfortunate 
prince, who had absconded on his arrival ; but who soon fell into the 
handsof the emissaries employed to discover his retreat. He was then 
conveyed in bonds to the city of Oiizkund, where he was ultimately 
destined to terminate his existcncein captivity. 

Subsequent to this, Abu Ibrauhim Issmauil the son of Xouh, entitled 
Muntusser, having escaped from Bokhara, continued, for a period of 
nearly six years, to lead, with a handful of desperate adherents, a wan- 
dering and predatory life ; and to infest, as opportunity offered, the 
boundaries of the various potentates, whose authority had been estab- 
I MAViL son Wished on the dismemberment of the dominions of his ancestors; 

' ofNouhiast of until in the former Rebbeia, of the three hundred and jiiuety-fifth of 
ihe Siiniaiiides, Hidjerah,-f he was put to death, on his way from Nissa towards 
Bokhara, by Mahruy, one of the agents of Mahmud of Gheznin: 
thus fulfilling the destiny of the race ofSiunan, after it had continued 
in power for about one hundred and twelve solar, or one hundred and 
sixteen lunar years; if we calculate from the period at which Aineir 
Issmauil the son of Ahmed, became sole governor of Mawur-un-nchcr 
in the latter part of the two hundred and seventy ninth of tlie Hidjerali. 

The narrative will be next devoted to describe the events whidj 
produced and attended the eles adon to sovereign power, of the se- 
veral branches of the race of Buyah ; from the country of their origin 
more frequently designated the Deyaulemah, or princes of Deylein. 

On the authority of many of the most respectable historians, it is 
stated that Abu Shuja Biiyah, the founder of the family, was a man 
in moderate circumstances among the people of Deylem, a well known 
and almost inaccessible division ot the province of Tebrestaun, p>art 
of the ancient Hyrcania. He lu vertbeless boasted his descent from 
Behramgour,oncof the most renowned ol’theancient Bersianmonarchs. 
On this person inaven had bestowed three sons, each of whom des- 
' *OttoUr2lst, A.D. yyy. ttJecember, A.D, lOOJ. 
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tlncd, by a benevolent providence, to ascend to the most exalted rank A. II. soy 
among the powersofthe earth. The names ofthese sons were Ally, IIiis- D- 
sun, and Ahmed. '' 

Ai n Shuja entertained for the mother of his children, an unbounded 
aflection ; and on her death became a prey to the most violent grief. 

A native of the same country, and an intimate acquaintance, of the 
name of Sheheryaur the son of Rustum, on whose subsequent relation 
this part of the narrative is expressly founded, proceeded to visit, and 
expostulate with him, on this unmanly surrender of his faculties to 
the dominion of an unavailing sorrow ; and finally prevailed upon him 
to be an inmate in his family, until the violence of his affliction should 
become in some degree abated. While he continued a guest at his 
friend’s, on this occasion, a man who professed some skill in astrology Orj,,,-,, ,i,e 
and the interpretation of dreams, chanced to call, in the way of his De>lemites, or 
profession ; and it occurred to Abu Shuja to describe to this wizzard, otCuyah- 
the circumstances of a curious dream which had happened to him a 
few' nights before. In this he had conceived that a prodigious fire issued 
from his navel,* casting its light through the surrounding regions, and 
increasing in splendor until it reached the skies: it then separated into 
three distinct sections, attracting the wonder and adoration of whole 
countries, and subject states. The astrologer observed, that it was in 
truth a very singular dream ; but that he could not deliver a word in 
explanation, until he gave him a horse and suit of apparel. Abu Shuja 
protesting his inability to comply with such a demand, the astrologer 
abated in his fee to ten dinaurs ; but this being also found to surpass the 
resources of Abu Shuja, he proceeded at last to state gratuitously, that 
his dream prognosticated the future dominion of his three sons, which 
should extend to the whole of the countries illuminated in the manner 
he Imd described: and that their renown should fill the earth. “ .My 
children” said Buy ah “are those whom thou seest before thee ; and for my- 
“• self, I am but an obscure and indigent individual; by what possible 
“ force or circumstance is it then to be imagined, that any children of mine 
shouldeverattain to thedestiny, with which thou hast thought proper 
“ to flatter me ? It appears to me that thou art disposed to make a jest , 

• hdeateiu e.\ rtr^tro ignem. 
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A. H. 295 . of me.” “Not so by him that made us,” replied the astrologer; 
A. D. 908 . n acquaint me with the period of thy children’s nativity, in order that I 
Kholaussut- “may take a more deliberate view of their destiny.” Abu Shuja now 
ul.akhbaur, ^.Q^jj^,jjjj(.ated the necessary information ; and the astrologer, having had 
recourse to the mysteries of his art, proceeded to take the hand of the 
elder boy Ally ; and kissing it pronounced that the sovereign power 
would first descend to this youth, the same that became afterwards 
entitled Eramaud-ud-doulah. In a similar strain he took the hands 
of Hussun and Ahmed, the future Rokken, and Muezz-ud-doulah, 
declaring, that to them also was allotted a share in the splendid and 
auspicious destin yof their brother. 

After this, it is not very surprisingthatthe ambition of power should 
have been deeply implanted in the minds of the sons of Buyah. In 
the mean time, Makan the son of.Kauky becoming master of Tebres- 
taun, entertained both father and sons in his service. It w'as, however, 
not long before Esfaur the son of Sheiruyah, revolting against the au- 
thority of Makan, expelled him from his government and assumed it to 
himself. When he had retained his power for the space of a twelv e 
month, the son of Sheiruyah was assassinated by one of the Keraumitah. 
or Bowautinists, and succeeded by Murdawunje the son of Zebaiir, 
the brother of Washmagueir. But the extruded Makan returning t.& 
recover his dominions, Murdawunje was, in his turn, expelled, and 
driven into Khorassaun. Ally the son of Buyah, and his brothers, 
who appear to have shared the fortunes of their master, w'ere now dis- 
patched by Makan towards Karje; while he proceeded himself to the 
attack of Isfahaun. At or near that place, he defeated INluzutfer theson 
of Yakut, the governor on the part of the Khalif Miiktudder. The 
vanquished chief proceeded to Sheirauz to demand the assistance of 
his father, who hastened, without delay, at the head of the troops of 
Farss to repel the invaders. Here the name ofMurdawunje is abruptly 
and inexplicably introduced in the original, instead of that of his 
competitor Makan, as the chief who had been before victorious at 
Isfahaun, and as being now a second time triumphant over the gover- 
nor of Earss, who was compelled to withdraw from the contest ; but 
passing in his retreat through Luristaun, with about two thousand 
horse, he unfortunately fell in with the sons of Buyah, whom, ia 
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tlie desire of revenge, he ventured to attack. His hopes were frus- 
trated, and he was driven for the last time from the field of battle. 
Emmaud-ud-doulah Ally, the elder of the Deylemites, accompanied by 
his brothers, nowdiastened in triumph to take possession ofShirauz, 
which they appear to have entered without opposition. A short time 
afterwards, Murdawunje being assassinated in a bath, by his guards, or 
disciplined slaves, the government of both Farss and Irak Ajem became 
permanently invested in Emmaud-ud-doulah. 

Emmaud-ud-doulah Abul Hussun Ally, firsEmonarch of the 
Buides, or race of Buyah. 

In thelatter part of the threehundred and twentyfirst of thellidjerah, 
at Shirauz, thus destined to be the metropolis of his family, Ally the 
son of Buyah, with the unanimous concurrence of the Deylemite 
Ameirs, proceeded to seat himself on the throne of royalty. The title 
of Emmaud-ud-doulah he did not receiv'e until the three hundred and 
thirty-fourth of the Hidjerah, when it was conferred upon him, at the 
same time with those of Rokken-ud-doulah, and Muezz-ud-doulah, 
on his brothers Hussun and Ahmed respectively, by the Khalif M Ys- 
tekfs'. By those titles we shall, however, as they generally appear in 
history, henceforward continue to distinguish the brothers. Soon after 
he had assumed the sovereign authority, Rokken-ud-doulah Hussun 
was dispatched, by his brother, to take possession of Isfahaun and Per- 
sian Irak: while the third brother Muezz-ud-doulah was employed to 
secure the province of Kermaun. 

On taking possession of Shirauz, after the defeat of Yakut, Einmaud- 
vid-doulah is described to have established his abode in the habitation 
of the fugitive; and as the treasury of Yakut had been found quite 
empty, the soldiery were becoming extremely clamorous for their 
arrears. He was deliberating with considerable anxiety of mind, on 
the means by nhich he should contrive to extricate himself from this 
dilemma, when casting his eyes upwards, he of)servcd from a hole in 
the ceiling of the apartment, a hideous serpent, alternately putting out 
and drawing back its head. In some degree of dismay, he immedi- 
ately directed the ceiling to be broke up, in order to destroy this dan- 
gerous and detestable reptile.- While they were emploved in carrying 
these orders intoe.xecution.the workmcudiscovered, to his tufinite sur- 
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A. H. 821, prise and gratification, in a particular part of the roof, a deposit ia 
A. D. 933. treasure and jewels, to an incalculable amount ; the former of which he 
Kholaiibsut- cheerfully distributed to his soldiers. Not long afterwards, send- 
ul-akhbaur. j-qj. taylor to cutout some wearing apparel, he happened to 
desire his attendants to bring him a cubit staff ; and the taylor, who 
was deaf, misconceiving, (or hearing imperfectly what had been said) 
that the prince had ordered his cane, for the purpose of extorting 
from him some confession with respect to the property of Yakut, in- 
continently cried out, that the cudgel was by no means necessary ; for,. 
God was witness, there were not in his possession, of the effects of 
the late governor, more than seventeen chests. Smiling at the unlocked 
for and agreeable discovery, which had no less excited the astonish- 
ment of his attendants, Eminaud-ud-doulah did not neglect to avail 
liimself, of course, of tliis additional instance of good fortune. 

In thus bestowing her favors upon Emmaud-ud-doulah, fortune ap- 
pears indeed, to have been more than usually equitable, since he has 
left to posterity the character of a benevolent, just, and prudent prince. 
He finally quitted the scene ofearthly grandeur, in thethreehundred and 
thirty-eighth of the Hidjerah,* after aprosperous reign of sixteen years 
and six months : having, in the course of the disorder, which carried 
him to his grave, nominated his nephew Ezzed-ud-doulah, the son of 
Rokkcn-ud-doulah, to succeed him. 

Before he enters upon the reign of Ezzed-ud-doulah, theauthor ne- 
cessarily proceeds to devote a few passages to trace the destiny of the 
surviving brothers, llussun, and Ahmed. 

Muezz-ud-doulah Ahmed, having, in concurrence with his 
brother’s instructions formerly adverted to, marched from Shirauz in 
the three hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah, in order to take 
possession of Kermaim, was first employed in making himself master 
of Serjaun; here at least supposed to be distinct from the capital, of 
the same name with the province at large. On the reduction of that 
place, he proceeded further towards Kermaun which he also subjugated, 
after defeating Mahommed the son of Eleyas, the governor of the pro- 
vince, in a v’-ariety of conflicts. Having disposed of his conquests in. 


* A. D. 919. 
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thfit province in a manner to ensure his permanent possession, MuezZ" 
iid-doulah next directed his views towards the territory of Ahuauz; 
all of which, in the course of time, he succeeded in uniting to his 
Either acquisitions. It was subsequent to this final extension of his 
power, that he led his troops to Baghdad; which metropolis he entered 
on the eleventh day of the former Jummaudy, of the three hundred 
and thirty-fourth of the Hidjerab, pledging his allegiance to the Khalif 
Mustekfy, and receiving from that monarch for himself, as formerly 
related, together with the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, the title ofMuezz- 
ud-doulah ; and for his brothers. Ally and Hussun, those of Emmaud, 
and Rokken-ud-doulah, each of them signifying Respectively, prop, 
or pillar of the state. 

After sustaining the authority of Ameir-ul-umra at Baghdad for a 
period of one and twenty years, Aluezz-ud-doulah died in the three 
hundred and fifty sixth of the Hidjerab, and was succeeded, as we have 
already noticed, in treating of the affairs of the Khelaufut, by his son 
Ezz-ud- doulah Bukhtiaur. 

Rokken-ud-doulah Abu Ally Hussun the son of Buyah, on infor- 
mation of the death of his elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and thirty-eighth of the Hidjerab ; hastened immediately 
to Shirauz ; and having resided there for about nine months, possibly 
to confirm the authority of his son Ezzed-ud-doulah appointed tosuc- 
C''ed tothe possessions of the deceased monarch, returned to Rey; the city 
which he appears to have fixed upon for theseat ofhisown government. 
Hence he became engaged in multiplied hostilities, intermitted by 
occasional accommodation, with the princes and generals of the race 
of Saman, as will already have occurred to the reader in a preceding- 
page. 

Hearing, towards the close of his life and reign, that his son, who had 
succeeded to the throne of Shirauz, had led his troops against Bagh- 
dM to the attack of his kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, and taken 
him prisoner, Rokken-ud-doulah received the intelligence with man- 
ifest displeasure : and, with a mind deeply aggravated, proceeded 
straight to Isfahaun. Under such circumstances, Ezzed-ud-doulah 
repaired to the presence* of his father, whose resentment he employed 
every species of apology to disarm; and the malady which had already 
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A. D. 386. seized upon Rokken-ud-doulali beginning at this crisis to exliibit some 
A. H. 976. symptoms of more than ordinary danger, that prince proceeded to make, 
Klioldussut- betweenhis three sons, an equitable division of the territories acquired 
through the valour and abilities of the family. To Ezzed-ud-doulah 
heconfirmed the entire province of Parss, with Kermaun and Ahfiauz, 
and the country dependant on Baghdad. The government of Ham- 
adaim, the region of Jebaul, with Rey and Tebrestaun, he bestowed 
upon Fakher-ud-doulah ; >vhile the territory of Isfahaun was allotted 
to a third son, Miieyed-ud-doulah : the two latter princes were, at the 
same time, enjoined in no case to deviate from the authority of Ez- 
zed-ud-doulah. A short time after he had had acquitted himself of 
th ese arrangements, Rokken-ud-doulah, in Mohurrim of the three hun- 
dred and sixty sixth of the Hidjerah,* hastened to the more permanent 
abodes of a better world ; after having exercised the powers of rovalty 
lor a period of forty years, of which, sixteen and a half during the life, 
and twenty-seven years and a half suhsp(pient to the death of his 
elder brother Emmaud-ud-doulah. He is described to have been pos- 
sessed of many benevolent qualities, and to have distinguished himself 
by considerable exertions in favor of the Soyuds, of the race of the 
■prophet, in particular, and in general of men of learning and merit of 
every class aud description. 

Ezzed-cd-doulah Abu Shuja Einna Ivhossrou, the son of Rok- 
ken-ud-doulah. 

The narrative must now again revert to the three hundred and thirty 
Ezzed-t!e. the Hidjerah, when, in conformity with the nomination of 

uouLAH. his uncle, Ezzed-ud-doulah ascended at Shirauz the throne of rovalty', 
and diffused to the world every grateful presage of a just and bench- 
cent reig’n. 

The memory of this prince has, indeed, Keen transmitted to posterity, 
with every attribute that can command the admiration, or secure the 
attachment of mankind. He has been celebrated as the very flower 
not only of the monarchs of the race of Biiyah, but of all the eontem- 
porap' potentates of the world ; as forming the copious sulqectof tha 
poets praise, and of the historian’s approbation ; as yvill be found par- 
ieularly rreoTfW in the Kettaub-e-«„jv, a work dedicated t.t his 
^MretiagehyZetti, ar perhaps SebJi, on the transactions of this dinasty. 

Sqttmbcr A. D, 
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In the cowse of his reign he was twice engaged in hostilities against a. H. aat. 
the feemtories of the Khelaufut ; and the last time, having defeated A. D. 978. 
feis kinsman Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, in a great battle in the neigrh- Kliolaussut- 

w I I 1 1 

borhood of Tekreit, that prince became his prisoner, and was put * 

death by his orders in the three hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hid- 
jerah, at the age of six andthirty ; and after having retained the govern- 
ment of BaghdM and Arabian Irak, for something more than fifteenr 
years. 

Having continued for some time at MossAle, in order to complete 
the reduction of the towns and castles in the adjoining terr.torv, 
Ezz'ed-ud-doulah returned to Baghdad in the course of three hundred 
«nd sixty eight ; where he devoted a great part of his attention to res- 
tore to theirformer splendor the ruined edifices ofthat shattered metro- 
polis. He allotted to the ministers of religion, the Imaums and Mu- 
ezzins, with their respestive places of worship, a regular and competent 
subsistance; he employed his care to remov'e the distresses, and provide 
for the necessities of the indigent, the helpless, and infirm: he abolished 
the vexatious contributions levied upon the pilgrims to Mekkah ; and 
he encouraged and rewarded, by his patronage and bounty, the labours 
of the divine, the traditionist, the poet, the physician, and the learned 
in every branch of science. In short, he promoted, with a liberality 
which had no bounds, the objects of benevolence, humanity, and litera- 
ture, in every shape and form. Among other memorials ndiich he 
consigned to posterity, of his taste for magnificence and useful im- 
provements, our attention is particularly directed to the fabric which 
he caused to be constructed over the sepulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and 
to the dike or embankment which was erected at his expence to con- 
fine the waters of the Kurr, or Cyrus, between Armenia and Georgia ; 
a work, of which, according to our author, the whole world can scarcely 
furnish a parallel. 

In the three hundred and seventy-second of the Hidjerah, this be- 
nevolent and able prince, was attacked by an epilepsy, which hurried 
him to his grave either in the latter part of the month of Ramzaun,* or 
beginning of Shavaul, at the age of forty-seven, and after a splendid 
reign offour and thirtvyears. In conformity w ith his dying instractioQ^ 

•|^e was buried at Nudjef, 

- • March A. D. 988« 
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MuEVED-ufi-DOULAH Abu Munsur, theson of Rokken-ud-doulah. 

It was formerly observed that by the tenor of their father’s will, tlie 
two younger brothers were particularly enjoined in all cases to respect 
the authority of the elder. Accordingly on the death of Hokken-uJ- 
doulah, a dispatch was conveyed by Mueyed, to Ezzed-ud-doula'i, 
announcing that with his permission he should tin n proceed to take 
possession of the country allotted to him by their father : and as this 
proposal was in all respects consonant to the liberal and benevolent 
views of Ezzed-ud-doulah, he not only complied with it, but appears 
to have made considerable exertions, if not sacrifices, in order to au<;- 
ment the splendor of his brother’s lot. The conduct observed by Fak- 
her-ud-doulah the other brotlu r, evinced, however, a very different 
spirit. Without consulting the paramount authority of Ezzed-ud- 
doulah, who, if the comparative statements of his age and reign alvove 
recited, be in any degree correct, could nevertlu h ss have scarcely 
exceeded his fourteenth year, he proceeded without ceremony to invest 
himself with the sovereign dignity. This step drew upon Fakher-ud- 
doulah the immediate displeasure ofEzzedud doulah, by whom the third 
brother, Muejed-ud-doulah, was employed to commence hostilitir'.s 
against him. lakher ud-doulah conceiving himself over matchetl 
withdrew from his province, and claimed the protection of Kabiisthc 
son ofWaushmagueir, prince of.lurjauii; who received him with kind- 
ness and distinction, and who steadily rejected every application, on 
the part of the brothers, to deliver up his guest. 

In order to enforce the application, -Mheyed-ud-doulah, in the be- 
ginning of three hundred and seventy one, proceeded with his arinv 
towards Jurjaun ; where he fought, and (huEated the prince of tha\ 
territory, and compelled both him and F .kher-ud-doulah to dv for 
reluge into Khorassane. In that province, from ilussaum-ud-doulah 
Taush, the lieutenantof AmeirXouhtheS.m.uinian, whose aid they 

besought, they experienced a very distingnisiied mi 1 hospitable recep- 
tion ; and they wore soon afterwards aeeoninani-, d !>y hi a, at the head 
Oi a powerlul force, and under the sanction of h s master’s authority 
to expel their aggressor from Jurjaun. -Alueyed-ud-doulah shut him’ 
selt up at first within the ramparts of that place; Imt during the month 
mJ-uunzaun, ui the sanm year, in a formidable sortie, uaded cover of 
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the night, he completely surprised the camp of his besiegers; who were 
compelled, with disgrace and loss, to return again into Khorassaun. 

After this signal victory, Mueyed-ud-doulah continued, in the full 
enjoyment of success, to exercise his power, until the three hundred 
and seventy-third of the Hidjerah, when he died, possibly at Rev, 
after a government, should we calculate from the death of his father* 
of five and thirty years. 

Fakher-ud-doulaii Abul Ilussun x\lly,the son ofRokken-ud- 
doiilah. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Fakher-ud-doulah was still re- 
siding at Neyshapur, under the protection of the government of Khor- 
assaun ; but on intelligence of that event, and on the express invitation 
ofthenobles of the country, he proceeded, without hesitation, into Irak 
Ajcm. For, on the decease of their late lord, the courtiers, or principal 
followersof Mueyed-ud-doulah, having debated as to the person whom 
they should select from the race of Biiyah, to succeed to the sovereign 
authority, it was determined, on the recommendation of Issmauil the 
son of Ebbaud, that Fakher-ud-doulah, as the eldest surviving prince 
of the family, should be immediately summoned from Khorassaun, 
and invested with the authority of his predecessors. The invitation was 
accordingly conveyed to Neyshapur, from whence Fakher-ud-doulah 
liastcned without delay, to avail himself of this favorable concurrence ; 
and being seated without opposition on the throne of Rokken-ud-doulah> 
conferred the dignity of \ ezzeir, with very extensive powers, on the 
al>ove mentioned Issmauil, who had so essentially promoted his recal 
and restoration. 

In th(' three hundred and seventy-seventh of the Hidjerah, the same 
Vezzeir, who isdescribed as a man olTinri vailed talentsandability, was 
employed by Fakher-ud-doulah, in tlie reduction of Tebrestaun ; which, 
by the capture of several of its numerous strong holds, he brought, to 
ail suitable purposes, under the authority of his master. 

Having further conceived tlie design of extending his j)ower over 
Baghdad and the western Irak, Faklier-ud-doulah, in the course of 
throe hundred and seventy-nine, procet'd d at the head of his troops 
towards that cpiarter, while his kinsman Baha-ud-doulah advanced to 
oppose him. In the territorv of Aiiuauz while both armies lay eu- 
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oamped in the^ressence of each other, the position ofF ahher-ud-dbufa^ 
was suddenly inundated by a flood in the river of that name ; and the 
circumstance being ascribed by the soldiers to some treachery, or con- 
trivance on the part of the enemy, they shamefully betrayed the glory 
of their sovereign, and fled from a danger which had no existence but 
Ml their own terrified imaginations, Fakher-ud-doulah, returned with 
precipitation to liis capital of Rey, or Rai ; from whence, at some sub- 
sequent period, he appears to have transferred his residence to llain- 
adaun. 

In the three hundred and eighty fifth of the Hidjerah, he was sum- 
moned to attend the last admonitions ofhis prudent and skiltul vezzeir, 
Issmauil Sahib-Ebbattd, as he is occasionally entitled ; who proceeded 
to state to his sovereign, that during the period ofhis administration, 
his utmost exertions had been directed to promote the welfare and 
happiness of all classes of his people ; and that the success of those 
exertions was to be seen in the prosperity and abundance, w hich per- 
vaded every part of his dominions. His dying request therefore was, 
that the system thus successfully traced for his sovereign, might not 
be abandoned ; so that the advantages, the blessings derived from the 
approved arrangementsof a faithful minister, might continue to be felt 
in the future happiness of hismaster’s reign, without being in any shape 
ascribed to the merit of him who was no more. Otherwise should the 
prince unfortunatelyneglect these prudent and disinterested counsels^ 
and be governed by maxims of an opposite tendency, the source of s» 
many beneficent results would be sought for in his grave ; and he could, 
not but predict the most disastrous consequences to the state. Fakh- 
er-ud-doulah very readily promised to abide by the precepts of his 
faithful admonitor ; but he had scarcely breathed his last, before he 
ungratefully seized upon all his treasures; exposed his children and 
dependents to every species of injury ; and in every measure ofhis go- 
vernment, betrayed the principles and disposition of an unjust and 
arbitrary tyrant. 

Such,atthesametime,wasthevenerationexhibitedbythenobleDeyIe- 
mites. towards the virtues and talents ofthis illustrious minister, that they 
kissed the ground before the car which conveyed his body to the prin- 
cipal mosque ; and having there, for the present, suspended hki coffii> 



''fi'om the roof, they at a subsequent period removed it to Isfahaun, A. H. 38T. 
where his remains were ultimately committed to the earth. Of the A. D. 897. 
same Issmauil Sahib Ebbaud, it is further recorded, that in talents and 
science, genius and intelligence, he was the Phoenix of theage in which 
he lived, in as much as in the clearness of his views and the compre- 
hensiveness of his mind, he was the perpetual theme and reference of 
old and young in every condition of life. Of his passion for literature, 
we have a conspicuous proof in the assertion, that in some of his expe- 
ditions, a train of four hundred camels was required for the conveyance 
of his library ; and he had finally conducted the affairs of the vizzaurutt 
with splendid ability for a period of eighteen years. 

While he resided in the fortress of Tabarek or Teberek, in the three 
hundred and eighty-seventh of the Hidjerah, hpving gorged himself 
to excess, on kabaub, or forced-meat of beef and grapes, Fakher-ud- 
doulah was attacked by a violent bowel complaint, which shortly af- 
terwards carried him to his grave, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

The property which he left behind him is stated to have been prodi- 
gious; and as a criterion whereon to form some estimate of his other 
effects, we are furthtr instructed, that the articles of his wardrobe, in 
apparel ready for wear alone, extended to three thousand camel-loads, 
he was, as will be presently related, succeeded by his son Majid-ud- 
doulah. In the mean time, ourattention must necessarily be with- 
drawn, to trace the proceedings of the collateral branches of the race 
of Buyah . 

SurRF-t D-DOULAH Abfil Fowauress (father ofchivalry) Sheir Zeid, 
the son of Ezzed-ud- doulah. 

At the period of his father’s death, in the three hundred and seventy 
second of the Hidjerah, this prince was governor of Kermaun ; but hast- 
ening to Shirauz on intelligence of that event, he employed some 
time and assiduity in rendering his authority secure in the metropolis SecRF-UD- 
of his family. That object attained, and all the means provided that dollah^ 
were necessary to substantiate his power, he led his troops towards 
Aliiiauz, from whence he succeeded in expelling his brother Ahmed. 

In the month of Rudjub of the year three hundred and seventy tour, he 
had completed the reduction of the city and territory of Bassoraii ; 
and, in the early part of three hundred and seventy-six, he proceeded 
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against BaghcUid. From that metropolis, confiding to the forco of fra- 
ternal affection, his brother Sumsaiim-ud-doulah, the Ameir-ul-umra 
of the Khelaufut, hastened to put himself in his power ; and being im- 
mediately made a prisoner, was conveyed to lament his credulity in a 
Persian fortress. Shurf-ud-doulah then obtruded himself into the ex- 
ercise of his brother’s power; which he continued to enjoy to the period 
of his death in the three hundred and seventy-ninth of the Ilidjerali. 

SuMSAUM-UD-DOULAii Abu Kaliujar Merzcbauii, the sonofEzzed- 
ud-doulah. 

This prince, of whom we have already spoken, had exercised the 
authority of Ameir-ul-umra at Baghdad for a period of four years sub- 
sequent to the death ofhis father, when his person wasseized by ShuiT- 
ud-doulah, in the manner to which we have just adverted. But oji 
intellisrence that his brother was withdrawn from the cares and troubles 

o 

of life, he was immediately set at large from captivity, through the in- 
terference of a body of Turkish soldiers. A numerous army soon 
flocked to his standard ; and the alarm spreading to Baghdad, the third 
brother, Baha-ud-doulah, advanced from that metropolis to counteract 
bis further designs. After some indecisive conflicts, an accommo- 
dation was at last brought about between the two chiefs ; by which 
it was arranged that Farss and Erjaun, should be subject to the author- 
ity of Sumsaum-ud-doulah, while the remainder of Khozistauu, with 
Arabian Irak should continue under the governmentof Balia-ud-doulah. 

Six of the sons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur, who were confined in 
one of the fortresses in the Persian territory, being set at liberty by 
their guards, in the course of the three hundred and eighty-third of the 
Ilidjerah, immediately commenced a formidable insurrection in Farss ; 
which Abu iMly the son of Ustaud Hormuz was employed by Sum- 
saum-ud-doulah to suppress. Each of these six personages fell into the. 
bands of Abu Ally, by whom they were conducted to the presence 
ofhis sovereign ; who condemned two of them to die, while the remain- 
ing four were again consigned to a prison. In the mean time, the 
articles of the treaty with Baha-ud-doulah having in some instance or 
other been violated, the same Abu Ally was now dispatched by Sinn- 
saum-ud-doulah towards Baghdad ; a competent force being employed 
to oppose that general on the part of Baha-ud-doulah. In the tedious- 
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i^?arfare which ensued, fortune appeared', In most instances, disposed 
to favor the standard of Abu Ally : but, at the moment when the affairs 
of Bah^-ud-doulah had been driven to the very brink of destruction, 
intelligence arrived that his rival brother had been put to death. For 
the troops in Parss, dissatisfied that their pay should have been with- 
held from them, for a longer period than usual, once more undertook 
to set at largethesons of Ezz-ud-doulah Bukhtiaur; with whom they 
openly revolted against, and proceeded immediately to attack the per- 
son of Sumsatim-ud-doulah. At a village called Dudmaun, about tw'O 
leagues, or farsangs, from Shirauz, they made him their prisoner ; and 
he was then put to death by order of Abu Nasser, the son of Ezz-ud- 
doulah, after a reign of nine years and eight months ; which would fix 
this event to the month of Zilhudje, of the year three hundred and 
eighty-seven.* 

Baha-ud-doulah Abu Nasser Khossrou Feyrouz, the son of 
Ezzed-ud-doulah. 

Under the Khelaufut of U1 Taeia we have already seen, that the 
person who now claims our attention, succeeded to the dignity of 
Ameir-ul-umra, on the death of his brother Shurf-ud-doulah, in the 
three hundred and seventy-ninth of thellidjerah; and on the present 
occasion, all obligations to Sumsaum-ud-doulah being finally dissolved 
by the fate of that prince, Abu Ally the son ofUstaud Hormuz, with 
others of the native chiefs and soldiers of Deylero who served under his 
authority, went over without hesitation, and enrolled themselves in 
the service of the surviving brother, Baha-ud-doulalu On this im- 
portant acquisition of force, the latter drew his army to Ahuauz ; and 
having established his authority in that province, next dispatched Abfi 
Ally intoFarss, to quell the insurrection ofthe sons ofBukhtiaur. With 
his ordinary success, the son ofUstaud Hormuz triumphed over the 
troops ofthe insurgents, compelling Abfi Nasser, their leader, to flv the 
province : and intelligence of his victory being conveyed to Baha-ud- 
doulah, that prince proceeded into Farss without furtherdelav, and, in 
retaliation for what had been recently experienced in the fate of his 
brother, inflicted the punishment ofdeath upon all the sons of Ezz-ud^ 

Deceaibor, A. D. 097. 
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doulah wTio fell into his hands. Mouffek the son of Issmauil was di9»« 
patched in the mean time, in pursuit of Abu Nasser, the survivor of 
that unfortunate branch of the family, who had fled to Jireft on the 
remoter confines of Kermaun. On the approach of his pursuers, this 
hopeless wanderer sought to continue his flight; but one of his own 
followers, wearied out by this irksome stateof perpetual alarm, suspense, 
and hostility, with a single stroke of his scimitar, brought him lifeless to 
the earth, and taking off his head, conveyed it immediately to Mouffek* 
The latter having ranged the province at will, returned to the prt sence 
of his sovereign, and was bountifully rewarded for his services. 

These events appear to have given stability to the good fortune of 
Balia-ud-doulah; who continued henceforward to exercise thesupreme 
power to the full fruition of his wishes, until, at Oujaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah,he was car- 
ried oft by an epilepsy, in the forty third j’ear of his age, and the 2Jth 
of hisreign. In conformity to the injunctions of his will, he was buried 
at Nudjef, near the tomb of his father. 

Majid or JMejxd-uu-doulah Abu Tauleb Rustum, the son of 
Fakher-ud-doulah. 

When, on the demise of his father, in the three hundred and eighty 
eeventh oftheHidjerah, andinexpressconcurrence with thesentimenta 
of the military ciiiefs of his nation, he ascended the throne of his an- 
cestors, this prince was yet a minor ; and his mother Sevdah, a woman 
of singular probity and abilitv, undertook the charge of government 
in hisbehalf. The ungratetul stripling had, however, no sooncrattaincd 
to the age ot puberty than he sethimselfto oppose the prudent measures 
of this discreet and valuable parent ; and, in defiance of her counsels, 
committed the office of Vezzeir to thedubious fidelity, perhaps, of Abu 
Ally. The respectable dowager equally resenting the neglect and in- 
gratitude of her son, privately withdrew to the fortress of Tabarek,"^ the 
seen of her husband’s dissolution ; but shortly afterwards embraced an 
opportunity of escaping thence at midnight towards Loristaun. The 
governor of the latttr province, Budder the son of Husnuyah, has- 
tened togive her themosthonourablereception ; and in due time recon- 
* So*e miles to theuortliuaal of Iley. 
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iTCted ber at the head of a considerable force towards Rey, pave battle 
to Majid-ud-doulah who opposed him at the head of his troops, and 
having' defeated and taken him prisoner, together with his obnoxious 
V^zzrir, finally seated the princess Seydah in paramount possession of 
the throne ot Irak Ajem. The son of Husnuyah then withdrew to his 
province, amoly compensated by the marks of her bounty which slie 
liberal ly bestowed upon him for his important services. 

The attention of this singular queen was now directed, by an im» 
pa 'tial adn\inistration of justice, to diffuse prosperity and happiness 
tiiroughout her country. She held stated and regular communications 
w i t h her ministers, and gave replies to the embassadors of foreign princes, 
untutored, and unassisted by any one ; with no other difference than 
in the hangings of the apartment, which, to preserve the decorum of her 
sex, she on such occasions interposed to screen her person from the 
•view of the public. When she had, however, thus continued for some 
time to devote herself to the welfare and happiness of her people, she 
at last gave way to the impulse of maternal affection, and determined 
to overlook the past misconduct of her son. Majid-ud-doulah was in 
consequence permitted to re-ascendthe throne of his father: and as long 
as the princess Seydah survived to influence his conduct, the country 
continued to exhibit all the marks ofa just and benevolent government, 
which had distinguished herovvn auspicious administration. But wheti 
she died, prosperity and order appear to have descended with her to 
her grave. 

In the early part of the four hundredand twentieth of the Hidjerah, 
and in the confusion which succeeded to the death of the above ex- 
cellent princess, Sultan Mahmud of Gheznin disclosed his design of 
sulqugating Irak Ajem ; and having entered Mazanderaun, he, from 
thence, detached a part of his army to take possession of Rey, directing 
his general to use every exertion to get the person of Majid-ud-doulah 
into his power alive ; in which he appears to have experienced but 
little difficulty. When he found that the troops of Mahmud had ac- 
tually entered his territories, Majid-ud-doulah, with what, in the 
derangement of terror, he might conceive a stretch of singular saga- 
city, immediately proceeded to join them, and thus became a voluntary 
captive in the hands of his enemies. Sultan Mahmud, on this accept- 
able piece of iuteliigencc, hastened in person, without delay, to Hey j 
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and having summoned the credulous and miserable captive to bis pre^ 
sence, is said to have held with him a conversation in the following 
strain. He first demanded if he had ever perused the Shahnamah : 
an ancient chronicle, or history of sovereign princes, so called, for it is 
not probable that the celebrated heroic poem of that name, the work of 
Ferdussy was yet circulated; and having been replied to in the af- 
firmative, the Sultan further demanded if he had ever played at chess: 
and being still answered in the atfirmative, he proceeded to ask if, in 
the history to which he had referred him, there was a single example 
recorded of two mouarchs reigning in the same dominions ; or whether 
on his chess-board it had ever occurred to him to see the two kings 
planted on the same square? “ Not that I am aware of in any instance,’* 
replied Majid-ud-doulah. “Then” said Mahmud, “ what insanity 
“ could have impelled thee, without an etfori, to unite thyself to my 
“ troops, and thus tamely abandon thy person, and liberty, to the dis- 
cretion of a stranger”? After which, causing the unfortunate prince, 
his son, and principal adherents, to be laid in bonds, he sent him in 
that state to Gheznin, from vvheuce he never returned. The authority 
of Majid-ud-doulah is stated to have subsisted under various circum- 
stances for about thirty years : but as he was for the most part inor- 
dinately devoted to hissensual pleasures, hismeraory cannot beentitled 
to any extraordinary degree of esteem. 

SULTAUX-UD-DOULAII Al)u Sliuja the son of Baha-ud-doulah, on 
the death of his father atOujaun, orhTjaun, it is not exactly discri- 
minated which, inthefourhundredand third of theTIidjerah, succeeded 
with the unanimous concurrence of the nobles and p iucipal individuals 
of the j)rovince, to the vacant throne of his predecessors; and proceed- 
ing immediately to Shirauz, dispatched Jullaul-ud-doulah, one of his 
brothers, to take charge of the government of Bassorah, while Abul 
Fowaurcss, another, was employed to secure Kermaun, The latt r, 
however, no sooner reached his province, than he threw offthe author- 
ity of SCdtaun-Lid-doulah, against whom he commenced immediate 
hostilities ; which, uniier considerable vicissitude of fortune, he con- 
tinued for a long time to maintain, until in the year tour hundred and 
Dim , tlnir dillerences terminated in some species of accommodation j 
by A\hich,at all c\eiits, tlie province ot Jveniiauu was left as lorinerly 
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to Abxil Fowauress, with the condition that he should, entertain no 
further designs of hostility against his brother. 

In the four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, Mushurruf-ud- 
doulah revolted against the authority of his brother, and was supported 
in his views by a great part of the army : but when hostilities had con- 
tinued for a period of some duration, this dispute was also destined to 
terminatein atreaty, by which it was agreed thatMushurruf-ud-doulah 
should administer the government of Arabian Irak as the lieutenant of 
Sultaun-ud-doulah ; and that the latter should confine his residence to 
the limits of Farss and Ahuauz : it being further stipulated between the 
brothers, that neither of them should bestow the employment of Vez- 
zeirupon Eben Sehlan, who was considered the principal promoter of 
their disunion. 

Sultaun-ud-doulah, nevertheless, havingleft Waussiton the conclu- 
sion of the treaty, and withdrawn intothe territory of Ahuauz, no sooner 
reached Tuster, than in direct violation of his recent engagements, 
he conferred the Vizzaurut upon the obnoxious Ebon Sehlan: whom 
he sent back shortly afterwards to recommence hostilities against Mu- 
shurruf-ud-doulah. The contest thus renewed between the brothers 
was now protracted to the year four hundred and thirteen, when their 
differences were once more accommodated by a treaty ; Irak Arab 
being finally ceded in full sovereignty to Mushurruf-ud-doulah, and 
Farss and Kermaun confirmed to Sultaun-ud doulah. The latter sur- 
vived this period for a! out two years ; dying at Shirauz in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah,* after a turbulent reign of some- 
thing more than twelve years. 

MrsHURRUF-UD-DOULAH Abu Ally Hussun, the son ofBaha-ud- 
doulah, having, in the manner just related, struck from the Khotbah 
the name of his brother Sultaun-ud-doulah, continued with consider- 
able success to exercise the functions of government at Baghdad; until 
the former Rabbeia of the four hundred and sixteenthofthe Hidjerah, j* 
when he died after an administration, as it is alleged, of five years and 
twenty' five days. 
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JuLT.ATjr--TTD-DoutAH Ahu Taiiher, the sen of Bah&-u<!-<JouIalH 
s ccreded to the dignity of Ami i.-u'-'unra at Baghdad, on the death 
of his brother Mushurruf-ud-doulah ; and his power subsisted, under 
some diversity of ciiCumstances, for a period of eighteen years and 
eleven months, during which he was engaged in contests perpetually 
recurring with the Turkish mercenaries ; until, in Shabaun, of the year 
four hundred and thirty-five,* as hath been already observed under the 
Khelaufut ot L I Kaeim, he was finally removed by the hand of death. 

Ezz-ul-mulk Abu Kalinjar Merzebaun, tlie son of Sultaiin-ud- 
doulah, being in Ahuauz at the period of his father’s death, in the four 
hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, hastened without delay, on in- 
telligence of that event, towards Shirauz. Becoming, however, engaged 
in a protracted warfare, with his uncle Abul Fowauress, the governor 
ol Kermaun, hostilities continued between them, with asingular fluc- 
tuation of success and discomfiture, until the death ot' the latter, ii\ 
four hundred and nineteen, placed both the provinces of Farss and 
Kermaun in undisputed possession ofEzz-ul-miilk. Subsequent to this, 
a tedious war of nine years broke out between him and Jullaul-ud- 
doulah, another of his uncles, the Ameir- ul-umra of the Khelaufut ; 
until the four hundred and twenty-eighth of the Hidjerah,‘f when a 
peace was concluded between the adverse kinsmen, each of them re- 
ciprocally engaging on oath to lay aside all further contemplation of 
mutual hostility. On the death of Jullaul-ud-doulah, in the year four 
hundred and thirty five, already adv'erted to, the name of Ezz-ul-Mulk, 
was, as far as the formality could extend, introduced into the Khotbah^ 
and other acts of government, on his arrival at Baghdad ; but the for- 
tune ot the race of Buyah was, by this time, rapidly declining before 
the powerful ascendancy of the blood of Seljuk. Abu Kalinjar con- 
tinued however to uphold the sinking destinies of his family, until the 
four hundred and fortieth ot the llidjcrah,^ when he died, after a pro- 
tracted reign of about five and twenty lunar years. In addition to his 
other titles this prince occasionally bore those of Eminaud-ud-dcin- 
ullah pillar of the faith of God ; and, Hussaum-ud-doulah — sword 
of the state. 


L^l-Melek-ur-raheim KhossrouFeyrouz the son of Ezz-ul-mult 
Abu Kalinjar. 
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When intelligenceofhls father’s death was communicated at Baghdad* A. H. 440-4t. 
the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra became vested in this prince. His bro- A. D. i04<i-5 6. 
ther, AbuMunsurFulIaudSettoun, having however assumed the royal Kholaussut- 

^ I I I f 

authority at Shirauz, an inveterate course of hostilities thereupon com- ** 
menced between the rival princes; and continued until the early part of 
the year four hundred and. forty seven ; when Abu Munsur being com- 
pelled to abandon his capital, the province of Farss was united to the 
territories already in possession of his more fortunate rival. But the 
celebrated Toghrel Beg arriving before Baghdad on the twenty fifth of Melek-tjil* 
Ramzaun ofthe same year,* as was formerly noticed under the Khe- 
laufut of U 1 Kaeim, Melek-ur-raheim was shortly afterwards delivered 
vip to that formidable chieftain, by whom he was condemned to im- 
prisohment in one of his fortresses, where he ultimately died. The 
government of Melek-ur-raheim is alleged, however, to have subsisted 
under all circumstances, fora period of seven years. 

Abu Muxsur Fullaud Settoun (column of steel) the son of Abu Ka- 
linjar, having, on the death of his father in four hundred and forty, as- 
sumed at Shirauz, the sovereign authority, in addition to the war in 
which he was immediately engaged with Melek-ur-raheim, appears to 
have been further embarrassed by the opposition which he experienced 
to his authority, from another brother of the name of Abh Sauid Khoss- 
rou Shah ; if, indeed, these were not one and the same person, of which 
there is a considerable probability, since it is immediately observed, 

that on the death of this Khossrou Shah, Abh Munsur became from . 

I ■ . 1 r,- 1 ,• I- Abu Munscb 

that period more firmly estabhshedin his power. Proceeding however, Ftulaud Settoua, 

to put to death, at the instance of his mother, one ofthe chiefs of his 
court entitled Sauheb-e-audil, who had officiated as his father’s prime 
minister, the circumstance produced in Fazzel the son of Hussun, oc- 
casionally distinguished by the appellation of Fuzzeluyah (usurper 
perhaps) a very powerful Ameir, and the friend ofthe deceased, a de- 
termination to avenge the injury; and hostilities having immediately 
ensued, Abu Munsur, in the course ofthe year four hundred and forty 
eight, fell into the hands of the insurgent, and became a prisoner in 
•ne of ius own castles. The successful rebel, repaired at a subsequent 
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period to the camp, or court of Alep Arslan, the nephew and successor 
of Toghrel Beg, and obtained from that prince forhimself, a patent for 
the government of Farss. The power of Abu Munsur, including the 
period in which it was contested with his brother, subsisted for about 
eight years. 

Abu Ally, Key Khossrou thesonofAbuKalinjar,appearstohave 
been the last of the race of Buyah,that was suffered to retain a vestige 
of the porver of his ancestors. Some time after the fate of his brother* 
had been decided, he voluntarily repaired to the court of Alep Arslan, 
w ho generously bestowed upon him the town of Nubendejaun, with 
part of the adjoining territory. There he continued to lead a life of en- 
viable tranquillity and peace, until, in the four hundred and eighty se- 
venth of the Hidjerah, he withdrew to the mansions of eternal, rest. 
Henceforward, of this celebrated family, the name and recollection alone 
survived to mark the page of history, after it had flourished with con- 
sider splendorfora period ofone hundred and twenty seven lunarvearrs; 
calculating from the accession of Emmaud-ud-doulah the firstmonarch, 
in the three hundred and twenty first, to the imprisonment of Abii 
Munsur Fullaud Settoun, in the four hundred and forty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. 

The name of Washmagueir the son ofZebbaur, the brother of Miir- 
dawunje, and the founder of a family which, for several successions, 
enjoyed the principality of Jurjaun, or Jurjoun, on the south eastern 
extremity of the Caspian, has already been introduced to the attention 
of the reader. With his accustomed brevity, our author now proceeds 
to state that this personage traced his origin to Erghesh, who was 
prince, or governor of Guilan, in the remote age of Key Khossrou ; for 
whom, if he was not the Cyrus of the Greeks, we shall find some dif- 
ficulty in discovering a parallel in the records of European history. It 
was observed on a former occasion, that about the three hundred and 
thirty second of the Hidjerah,* the same Washmagueir appeared in 
the courtofAmeirNouh, the son of Nasser the Samauuian, and that he 
was enabled through the assistance of that prince, in the course of the 
following year, to make himself master of the city of Jurjaun, and the- 
forritory usually annexed to it. 


•A. D. 943 -i» 
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On the death of "Washmagueir, in the three hundred and fifty-sixth A.H. SSe-Ti. 
of the Hidjerah,* he was succeeded by his son Beisettoun; of whom A. D. 967 82 . 
we find nothingrecorded further, than that when the hand of time had 
completed the page of his destiny, about the year three hundred and 
sixty-six,"!* his brother Kabus, entitled Shums-ul-maula (the sun of 
subliinitv) encircled his brows with the diadem of sovereign author- Beisettoun. 
itv ; and furnished to the inhabitants of Jurjaun an auspicious pre- 
sage of a just and equitable reign. 

In benevolence of disposition and manners, in the graces of the un- 
derstanding, and elevation ofmind, Shu ms-ul-m aula -kabus, the son 
of Washmagueir, issaid to have been distinguished far beyond his con- 
temporaries, in bis thoughts and actions as averse to the conception or Shums-ul-maula 
commission of all that was base and unworthy, as he was renowned 
through the world for his singular eloquence, and the masterly compositi- 
ons of his pen. These were so remarkable for their peculiar beauty, as to 
havedrawn from Saheb-c-Ebbaud, the accomplished vezzeir of Fakh- 
er-ud-doulah, an acknowledgement, that he could discriminate them 
from those of any other, by the perusal of a single line. 

He was, however, in the course of the year three hundred and seventy 
one,J the sixth of his government, in consequence of the assistance 
which he had afforded to Fakher-ud-doulah, compelled to abandon Ms 
country to the troopsof Mueyed-ud-dou!ah the Deylemite, as noticed 
in a former page, and to retire into Khorassaun. In that province, 
under every vicissitude of fortune, he continued to reside for no less a 
period than eighteen years ; during which, his native benevolence, and 
greatness of mind, never once forsook him; as was universally experi- 
enced by the best and most distinguished persons within the limits of 
that extensive territory. 

The injury which he had experienced in the loss of his country, in 
consequence of his attachment to Fakher-ud-doulah, might have jus- 
tified the expectation, that when that prince was restored to power, 
on the death of his brother, he should have been also reinstated in the 
possession of his paternal inheritance. The services of Kabus were, 
nevertheless, either forgotten, or totally disregarded ; and the territory 
* A. J). 967. t A. D .976. J A. D. 981-2, 
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of Jurjaun was added without ceremony by Fakher-ud-doulah, tohia 
other dominions. The authority of Kabus was however, on the 
death of that prince, openly proclaimed in Mazanderaun, through the 
influence and exertions of Espahbed Sheheryaur, one of the native 
chiefs, who caused his name to be inserted in the Khotbah and coin- 
age of the country, in the three hundred and eighty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah.* Shums-ul-maula Kabus hastened immediately from Neyshapur 
to avail himself of this unexpected turn of fortune, and was quietly 
established on the throne of Mazanderaun. His power henceforward 
daily acquired additional splendor, until, in the process of time, the 
provinces of Tebrestaun, and Guilan, were united to his other posses- 
sions; his son Menutcheher being appointed to the government of the 
latter, and one of his principal followers to that of the former. 

But with all the eminent endowments of mind which he is acknow- 
ledged to have possessed, there were some necessary qualifications, 
in which this prince appears to have been very conspicuously deficient. 
His deportment towards his nobles and military chiefs was morose 
and unaccommodating to an extreme degree ; and his administration 
of justice was sanguinary beyond example. In short, he knew no 
punishment but the avenging steel of the executioner, no prison 
but the narrow chamber of the tomb. His government became, there- 
fore, in the sequel, intolerable both to the Ameirsofhis court, and to 
the principalinhabitants of Jurjaun, and a conspiracy was at last formed 
to divest him of his authority. At a period when he was encamoed, 
without suspicion, in sight of the last mentioned city, the conspira- 
tors under cover of the night, suddenly surrounded his tent ; but as 
some of the principal officers persisted in opposins- their designs, and 
in defending the person of their sovereign, the rebels hastened tJtuke 
possession ot the capital ; and having seized and secured it for them- 
selves, dispatched a deputation to invite Menutcheher from Guilan, to 
usurp the throne of his father. In the mean time, immedi.ttdy 
abandoning all concern with human grandeur, Shnms-ul-maula, ac- 
companied by a band of faithful domestics, retired towards Bostaum. 

M i en Men., tcheher, on the invitation of tlie insurg'.mts, repaired to 
Jfirjaun, they announced to him on his arnvul, that if he coiicui.ed 
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them in the remo\’al of his father, they wereiinanlmonslydlsposed A. tf. 408-2#'. 
to submit to his authority ; if not, they communicated their determin- D- 40t2-2 &i 
ation to bestow their allegiance upon some other person, and to ban- 
rsh him from among them, with as little repugnance, as they had done 
his father beforehim. Perceiving no other alternative, the young prince 
for the present acceded to their views, and was upon tliis immediately 
Invested with the government. A short time afterwards he proceeded 
however to Bostaum, and there, at his father’s feet, offered to sacrifice 
his life in avenging him on the traitors who had driven him from his 
throne. Kabus withstood this proof of filial affection, declaring that 
his concern with power was irrevocably at an end; that his career was 
here destined to terminate, and that his son might therefore now con- 
sider that the government was justly devolved to himself. It was accord- 
ingly, some how or other, arranged that the dethroned monarch should 
be confined at large to the fortress of Khiassek, or perhaps Kaschek, 
there to spend his days in the exercise of his devotions ; and to that 
fortress he was in consequence conducted by one of the chiefs, whoun- 
dertook the charge of his person. 

On his w'ay to the place of his confinement, it is said that the mon- 
arch had the curiosity to demand of his conductor, the motives which 
had actuated the recent revolt. The reply was, that perceiving his 
sanguinary executions carried beyond all bounds of reason and mo- 
deration, this chief and five others had combined to precipitate him 
from a throne which he had stained with so much blood. On which 
Kabus observed, that herein he laboured under the grossest of errors, 
since for his own part he had no hesitation in ascribing his misfortunes 
to too scrupulous an aversion to the effusion of blood ; for had he taken 
the precaution to anticipate their treasons, by putting this same chief* 
and his five accomplices, under the sword of the executioner, the sad 
reverse which he now experienced had never befallen him. A short 
time after the unfortunate monarch had been securely lodged in the 
fortress of Khiassek, the authors of his disgrace, suspecting that he 
might still attempt to avenge his injuries, employed some of their em- 
issaries to dispatch him ; and he was accordingly compelled to receive 
from their liauus the cup of martyrdom. 
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MEXUTCHEHEBthesonofKabus assumed the governmentofjfirjant 
in the manner we have already noticed, on the final renunciation of his 
father, about the four hundred and third of the Hidjerah ; and he re- 
ceived soon afterwards, together with the title of Fulluk-ul-maula, 
firmament of sublimity, from the KhalifUlK&der, letters patent invest- 
ing him with all thepossessions of his predecessors. Thebenevolentgenius 
of Fulluk-ul-Maula impelled him moreover to cultivate the friendship 
of the powerful Sultan Mahmud of Gheznin, to whom, by the introduc- 
tion of his name and titles into the Khotbah and Sikkah of his country, 
he pledged his obedience ; and this he sought further to confirm, by 
soliciting an alliance, which he obtained with one of the princesses 
of the Sultan’s family. When he had by these means put his affairs in 
a prosperous and steady train, the attention of Men utcheher was for some 
time employed, in bringing to punishment the murderers of his father; 
the greater part of who n,by various devices, he ultimately succeeded 
in putting out of the way ; after which he continued to reign, as long as 
he lived, in the full enjoyment of all his wishes. It is to be observed 
that although our author concludes his cursory memoir of the family 
of Washmagueir,*in the manner just submitted to the reader, there are 
other historians who introduce a brother, of the name of Darab the son 
of Kahns, as having succeeded to the territory of Jiirj uin on the death 
of Fulluk-ul-maula, though not suffered to retain liis authoi itv. M'ith 
these, at all events, ceased altogether the power of the tiunilv, after it 
had subsisted about ninety lunar years. 

•The reader is requested to ubierve that gn before i orei,is to le pronounced iuvariablv u 
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CHAP. VII. 

T he concurrence of historians has allotted to Sebekteggin, orSe- 
bektekein, or Subactagi, as he has been indifferently denominated, 
an origin of no higher distinction than that of having been enrolled 
among the slaves of Aleptekein,* Alputtekein, or again Abistagi, the 
first sovereign ofGheznin ; who had himself arisen, as formerly noticed, 
under the power of the Samanides, from a state of the lowest servitude, 
first to the government of Khorassaun, and ultimately to sovereign 
power. Sebekteggix was however early distinguished beyond his 
associates for his consumate prudence and extraordinary valour, and 
displayed upon his brow many auspicious prognostications of that ex- 
alted destiny, to w hich he w as born to attain. Accordingly, on the 
death of xMeptekein, in the three hundred and sixty-fifth of the Hid- 
j< rah, the military chiefs, and principal inhabitantsofGheznin,orGhez. 
ni, united in conferring Uj-on this able chieftain, the vacant govern- 
ment, together with the daughter of their departed sovereign. 

Neither in any instance did Sebekteggin deceive the hopes of those, 
by whom he had been thus elevated to royalty. During a reign, dis- 
tinguished for moderation and justice, he is equally extolled for his 
exertions to restrain the outrages of the oppressor, and tor the most 
liberal proofs of bounty and humanity, which he exhibited to cherish* 
and secure the attachment oi his peoph , of every class and description. 

In the three hundred and sixty-seventh of the Hidjerah he was em- 
ployed in reducing the city of iiost on one siue, and that of Kosdaur 
on the other side of his dominions; alter which, he led his troops into 
the territories on the Indus, w here he exterminated vast multitudes of 
the unofl'ending natives, uuinstructed in the vaunted truths of issium ; 
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and where, having subjugated extensive districts, he constructed on the 
temples of idolatry, numerous mosques, and edifices dedicated to the 
service of religion ; and then returned, triumphant and loaded with 
spoil, to his capital of Gheznin, 

Subsequent to this he marched, as was formerly related, into Mawur- 
un-neher, on the application ofAmeir Nouh the Samaunian, monarch 
of Bokhara ; and proceeding thence into Ivhorassaun, finally restored 
the authority of his ally, re-established tranquillity and good order to 
the countries of his government, and receiving from the gratitude of 
the Samaunian for himself the title of Nasser-ud-dein, and for his son 
Mahmud, together with the government of Khorassaun, that ofSeyf- 
ud-doulah, he returned, successful in all his enterprizes, once more to 
his capital. 

A Ithough the death of Sebekteggin was, on a former occasion, stated 
to have taken place at Gheznin, we are now apprized, in conformity 
with other authorities, that this evmnt occurred at Balkh, in the month 
of Shabaun,* of the three hundred and eighty-seventh ot the llidjerah ; 
that of his friend Ameir Nouh having taken place the preceding month 
of Rudjub. 

Before w'e dismiss our short memorial of the reign of Sebekteirctin^ 
we cannot withhold ourselves, although at the hazard of its havino- 
already appeared before the public from a far abler pen, from translatin'^ 
from the first pari of ferishtah’s history, the following pleasing little 
incident. 

In the early part of his career in the service of Aleptekein, the W'hole- 
of his property being comprized in the horse on which he rode, Sebek- 
teggin usually passed the day in ranging the plains of Neyshapur in 
questof game. One day, whileengaged in this his ordinary occupation, 
he unexpectedly came in view of a deer and her fawn, which were 
browsing, unconscious of harm and danger, on the extensive heath. 

Settingspursto his horse, Sebekteggin succeeded in seizing thefawn, and 

having bound its legs, and secured it across the jiummel of his saddle, 
took his way towards the city. When he had proceeded some distance 
on his return, happening to look behind him, he perceived that the data 

* August, A»D, 
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of his harmless little captive still continued to follow, exhibiting very A. H. 38T. 
evident marks of the most violent perturbation, and affliction. This A. D. 997. 
spectacle vvrou'ght so powerfully on the compassionate feelings of Se- FedaUtab. 
bekteggin, that he determined without hesitation to set his prisoner at 
large; and he accordingly restored it to the fond caresses of its dam. 

Manifestly delighted with the recovery of its offspring, the tender mother 
bounded towards its native heaths ; occasionally turning back, as if to 
contemplate with gratitude, as it withdrew, the person of its compas- 
sionate benefactor. That very night the prophet appeared to Sebek- 
teggin in a dream, and addressed him, as he imagined, in the following 
terms. “ Sebekteggin ! the compassionate disposition evinced in thy 
“ behaviour this day towards aharmlessand inoffensive animal, has been 
“ marked with approbation in the presence of the most high; in testi- 
“ mony of which, a warrant of sovereign power has been registered in 
“ thy name, in the tribunals of the eternal God — be it thy care, in thy 
“■ conduct towards thy fellow creatures, to persevere in tlie same laud- 
“ able demeanor — Let no opportunity escape thee to exercise the pro- 
“ pensities of a benevolent heart ; the very essence of happiness, both 
“ in thy present state, aiul in that which vyill be thy portion hereafter.” Khnlaussut- 

IsSiMAUin the son of Sebekteggin, third of the monarchs of Gheznin. ui-<»ldibiiur. 

In conformity with the arrangements of his father’s will, this prince 
bad proceeded immediately to invest himself with the sovereign power; 
and to render his accession popular, by a most lavish distribution of 
favors and rewards to the troops, and to the household of the deceased 

TscVAVIt Illd 

monarcli. But his elder brother Mahmud, at Neyshapur the capital of Uie 
of-his government, was no sooner apprized of these circumstances, 'i'li-i, or mon- 
ti'.an he liastoned to dispatch to Issinauil a letter, conceived in the 
following terms. “Of all mankind, in a brother’s estimation, thou bear- 
“ cst the first ahd highest place — of wealth and emjjirche does not therc- 
“ hire regret thee tlie possession, to the utmost extent of all that thou 
“ eaust possibly aspire to. But to the stability and permanence of 
“states, some knowledge in the arts of government, some maturity of 
“ > oars and experience are indispensably requisite ; and were it possi- 
“ ble to corit- mplate in thy character any of these necessary qualifi- 
“ cations, thou shouldst find in me the most willing and obsequious 
“ of subjects. L nderothcrcircumstaucesilbecouic's, iiowever,advisaule 





A. H. 887. “ that thou shouldst iitivnediately proceed to make with me, as the Ia\f' 

A. D. 998. and ecjuitahle distribution of ourfather seffects 

Kholaussut- C4 treasures ; and that thou shouldst put me in possession of the me- 
iil-akhbaur. Gheznin ; while, on my part, I am ready to resign to thee 

“ the government of BUkh, with the command of the armies in Khor- 
“ assaun.” 

To this overture, on the part of his brother, Ameir Issmauil appears 
to have paid no other attention, than by preparing for immediate hos- 
tilities. Mahmud led his troops in consequence towards Gheznin, 
and was joined on his approach by his brother Ts asser, and by an uncle 
of the name of Naratchik or Boghratchik ; Ameir Issmauil advancing 
towards the same quarter, from the side of Balkh. While the armies, 
were thus reciprocally approaching, several attempts were, however, 
made on the part of Mahmud to dissuade his brother from proceeding 
SultanMah- extremities, and to prevail upon him to accede to some plan of ac- 
MUD, IVtIi of commodation ; but in vain. He had resolved on trying the issue of bat- 
thfinoniirL-hsof jjj this, after a conflict of some duration, and obstinacy, he was 

©hfzuin. finally defeated, and compel led to shut himselfu pin tliecastleof Gheznin. 

Sultan Mahmud brought him at last to submit to terms ; and having 
taken from him the keys of his father’s treasury, and in every depart- 
ment of the government established agents under his own authority,, 
drew off his army towards Balkh. It will be sufficient further to remark, 
that Issmauil was some time afterwards confined, vvitbevery reasonable 
comfort and indulgence of life, to a fortress in the province of Jurjaun ; 
w here he died at a period long subsequent to his degradation. 

Sultan Mahmud Ghauzzy, the son of Sebekteggin, fourth of the 
monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succeeded, on his arrival at Balkh from his expedition to 
secure the throne of his father, in purging the plains of Ivhorassaun 
from the impurities of adverse faction, Sultan Mahmud received from 
the KhalifUl Kader together with a Khelaut, or dress of honor, of sin- 
gular magnificence, the titles of Yemein-ud-doulah, and Amein-ul- 
millut, purporting to be the rjg' /if hand of the state, And protector ot 
arbitrator of the faith of Mahommed, About the same period he 
concluded a treaty with Eylek Khaun the monarch of Kashghur, who 
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'fead suf)jugated ^fa^mir-un-neher, the territory dii the 6'xus, and from A. H. QQT. 
^hom he received a daughter in marriage. A. D. 998. 

Mahmud, by the victory at Feishawir, on the eighth ofMohurrim* Fertebtah. 
of the three hundred and ninety-second of the Hidjerah, over Jeypal 
j^rince of Labour and the Punjaub, having made that monarch his pris- 
oner, together with fifteen of his sons and other relatives, and killed 
five thousand of his followers, secured a triumphant conclusion to 
hisj^r^^ Indian expedition. The booty v\hich fell into his hands was 
very considerable ; and among other articles, were sixteen jewelled 
necklaces, by the Flindiis denominated Maida^ one of which alone be- 
longing to the Rajah himself, was estimated at the value of one hundred 
and eighty thousand dinaurs ; equivalent, at the lowest calculation, to 
eighty two thousand five hundred pounds sterling. On this occasion, 
iMahniud is represented to have extended his ravages to Bahtindah or 
Batneir; and to have enlarged his royal prisoner, on the promise of a 
stipulated tribute. But it being a maxim among these absurd idolaters, 
that the monarch who had twice fallen into the hands of the iMosslems, 
was rendered unworthy of the sovereign authority ; that his errors, 
crimes, or misfortunes, could be no otherwise expunged than by the 
all-powerful operation of fire ; and Jeypal having become now twice a 
prisoner to the implacable adversaries of the gods of his country, that 
prince straightway resigned his authority to his son Anundpal; and 
on the burning pile oft'ered himself a sacrifice to avert the calamities 
w hich might further impend, from his afflicted people. On lus return 
from tliis expedition Mahmud either received, or assumed the title of 
Ghauz:5y, or victor in the cause af the faith. 

On this occasion we have been insensibly engaged, and perhaps un- 
necessarily, in extracting from Ferishtah, more in detail than is strictly 
consistent with our design, the narrative of Mahmud^s proceedings ? 
w hich the reader will doubtless find already executed with far superior 
skill, by the abler pen of colonel Scott and more recently by the 
learned author of the Indian antiquities. Henceforw ard the relation 
w ill, as far as possible, be confined to the succincter statements fur- 
nished in the Kholaussiit-ul-akhbaui\ 

^ Nov, 2Gth, A. D. 1001, 

t With some (F "ref of mortification I must here acknowf that this respectably 
writer's trau^^latio.! of f crishluh has never yet fallen to my lol to phrase* 
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In three hundred and ninety-four, Mahmud’s further designs against 
the Indian territory were suspended, by an expedition in whicli he wa» 
engaged against Kholf the son of Ahmed, the prince of Seiestaun, and 
Neimrouz ; who had unfortunately suffered some proofs to transpire> 
of a disposition hostile to the interest of this powerful and haughty 
conqueror. Defeated in battle, the sovereign of Seisetaun shut him- 
self up in the fortress of Tank, of which name we find a place on the 
Heinnund. Here he Avas immediately invested bv Mahmud, and he 
finall y capitulated, throwing himself on the mercy of his besieger ; whose 
vanity he flattered by the title of Sultan, with which, in the moment 
of prostration, he had saluted him ; and by which the conqueror was 
so much gratified, that he restored to the suppliant his government of 
Seiestaun, adding to his own name the title thus seasonably applied to 
him, by the subjugated prince. Recurring however shortly afterwards 
to hostilities, and claiming the protection of Eylek Ivluuin of Kash- 
ghar, Kholfthesonof Ahmed again excited the displeasure of }^Iahmud ; 
and becoming once more his prisoner, was now confined to the castle 
of Jurjaun, where he ultimately died. 


1 s os tile designs against the princes ofTndia, Mahmud 
in the course of three hundred and ninety six, subdued the cities of Bc- 
hautiah and Multaun. But, while he was engaged on this occasion in 
the neighborhood of the latter city, his father in law, Kylek Ivhaiuqtook 
advantage of lus absence to violate his engagements, and to invade the 
important province of Khorassaun ; of u Inch, Ids lieutenant general 
Sebaiish, or Sebaushitekein, was employed to take possessioui^ while 

Jauffertekein, another of his captains, was nominated to the oovernment 

oti;aikh. (Jn intelligence of the approach of these intnid.-rs, Arslan 
Hauzeh, who prt sided at Herat under the authority ofMahmud, h„d 
abandoned tliat city, and hastened to Giieznin ; from whence he dis- 
patched to ap-prize his sovereign, or the unprov.Aed infraction of treaty 
by w ich he had lieen driven from his province. Sultan Mahmud qnit- 
tid Multaun w it'uout dc la; , and witi) the raj)idity or iiylitning returned 
to hiscapital. i’rom thence he shortly afterwards led his troops towards 
Balkli; Sebaiishi, and Jauflert. kein withdrawing at his approach, like^ 
the iceuiest win^eu luocet.^ before the viobace oi iiiu AVuirfvviud. 
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Eylok Khaun demanding upon this, the assistance of Kudder Khaun, a. H. 3S7 
monarch of Khoten, that prince, at the head of fifty thousand ofhis A. D. ioo7 
bravest warriors, hastened to join him ; and the tWo inonarchs now Khoiaussut- j 

proceeded in conjunction, to givebattle to Mahmud ;who lay encamped 
with a powerful army, and a body of trained elephants, at the distance 
of about four leagues, or farsangs from Balkh. When the adverse hosts 

drew out in the presence of each otlier, and the battle had already ' 

commenced, INIahmud, on his part, prostrated himselfin prayer; and I 

fervently besought the aid of that Omnipotent being, whose eternal \ 

nature is equalh" exempt from want and decay ; but when, by certain ! 

auspicious indications, he thought he could discern that his vows were 

accepted, he immediately mounted his elephant, which he now J 

urged straight forward against the centre of Eylek Khaim’s troops. 

The elephant seizing the standard-bearer of the enemy, instantly 

threw him into the air, and proceeded with equal fury to trample ; 

under foot all others who came in his way. The soldiers of Mahmud 

became so animated by the example of their sovereign, that all at 

once assailing the adverse line, they bore down all further opposition, 

and obtained a decisiv'e and signal victory; Eylek Khaun and his 

ally the monarch of Khoten, escaping with the utmost dilRculty across 

the Jeyhun. This event appears ro have taken place in the three 

hundred and ninety-seventh of the Hidjerah. 

In the course of the same year, Sultan Mahmud proceeded again at 
the head of his troops towards the territory of the Indus, in order to 

chastise the defection of Nowausah Shah ; who after embracing Isslam, ' 

had at the same time apostatized from his religion, and rebelled against 
the authority^ ofhis sovereign. The rebel fled however at the very ru- 
mour of Mahmfid’s approach ; and the latter without further trouble 
took the direction of his capital. 

In the three hundred and ninety ninth of the Hidjerah, Sfiltan Mali- i' 

mud appears to have been for the fourth time engaged in hostilities » 

against the native princes of India ; being on this occasion opposed by . 

Tal the son of Anundpal, who surpassed them all in the abundance of j 

his wealth, and the number of his forces. According to Ferishtah, 1 

he was met on the plains of Peishawir by Anundpal, at the head of a i 

<Jountless multitude assembled from all parts of Hiudustaun, for thj 
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space of forty days the armies remained stationary in the presence of 
each other without an action ; the Hindus continually strengthened by 
fresh reinforcements, while Mahmud, with more than ordinary vigi- 
lance, covered both his flanks with intrenchments, lest in the impend- 
ing conflict, the enemy’s wings might penetrate in those points. 
His front was at the same time left open, apparently for the purpose 
of engaging without embarrassment, when he found his opportunity. 
When he had at last determined on giving battle, Mahmud detached 
from his main body a thousand archers, with instructions to attack the 
enemy : and these having for sometime hotly occupied the attention 
of the Hindus, drew them by degrees towards the encampment of the 
Mosslems; who proceeded in fair and coin pact array to oppose the troops 
of Anundpal, now become the assailants. In spite of the circumspec- 
tion ofiMahmud, and in the heat of the actiiai, a body of one thousand 
Kahkares, or Guikkers, bare headed and bare footed, variously and 
strangelyarined,passedtheintrenchmentsonbotli his flanks; and fulling 
in, with astonishing fury among the cavalry, proceeded witn thedcsper- 
ation of savages, and with their swords and knives, to cut down and 
maim both the horse and his rider, until, almost in the twinkling of an 
eye, between three and four thousand men had fallen victims to the 
rage of these infuriated maniacs. Such was the iinpr<‘ssion of this des- 
perate effort, that Mahmud was actually about to draw aside from his 


encampment, and to discontinue the conflict until the dav followiue-- 
when, most fortunately for the disciples oflsslam, the elephant which 
carried Anundpal, the generalissimo of the idolaters, taking fright at 
the explosion, sa} s I'erishtah, of the cannon and musquetrv, but most 
probably at that of some rockets, suddenly recoiled from the action • 
and this 1)0 iigperceived by the troops eng igedon each sideof him, tne 
alarm iminediatdy spread that the Rhj ih was flying; on which the 
Ijimliisat c/uce broke, and dispersed in every direction. They were 
fo. two (la\s .uid as many nights, pursued without iuterinissiori by Ab- 
dullili I'a y at the head o, five thousand Arab horse, and hy Arslan 
iiauzehwith ten thousand Turks and Afgl aiis, by whom twenty 
tho'isand oi the fuj lives were put to the su ord ; while thirty chain of 
clepl. inrs. and a prodigious booty were captured, and brought to the 
eump oi the vicionuus Mahmud. 



285 


The S61tan now presented his army before the fortress of.Bheimnugh- 
er, Nuggerkute or Naugracut, anciently so denominated; and here 
described to have been a strong castle erected on the summit of a 
mountain i by Rajah Bheim one of the ancient monarchsof the country; 
which was used by the Hindus as a secure repository for their most 
sacred images, and by the surrounding Rajahs for their treasure and 
jewels. It was however at this period totally destitute of armed de- 
fenders, and left entirely to the care of the Brahmins, and other attend- 
ants, ministering in the worship of their idols. iVs might have been 
expected, the minds of these unwarlike and peaceful inhabitants of a 
fortress, of which however the foundations might be said to be laid in 
the heavens, immediately gave way to the impressions of terror and 
alarm, and the cries of quarter and mercy resounded from the affrighted 
garrison to the skies. On the third day the gates of this impregnable 
retreat were thrown open to Mahmud, the unarmed and defenceless 
inhabitants falling at his feet. The victorious monarch, accompanied 
by his household, and the principal members of his court, immediately 
entered the place, and proceeded to survey and take possession of its 
inestimable deposit; consisting, as we are told, of seven hundred thou- 
sand dinaurs of gold,* in specie, of seven hundred iSlunns-j" in gold and 
silver plate, of two hundred Munns in pure gold unwrought, of two 
thousand Munns in unwrought silver, and of twenty Munns in dia- 
monds, pearls, rubies, and coral, formed into various ornaments for the 
person ; all of which had remained here untouched, ever since the time 
of the above mentioned Rajah Bheim, the founder. 

On his return to Gheznln, Mahmud in a suite of pavilions which he 
pitched without the city, exhibited to the multitude, which thronged 
from thence and the neighboring towns, on tables of gold and silver, the 
spoils of llindustaun accumulated in the recent expedition ; accom- 
pans iug the glorious and splendid spectacle, wliich continued for three 
days successively, with a sumptuous repast, and a liberal distributi' .n 
to the indigent, and to the votaries of religion, of every class and 
description. 

* 3208331. 6s 8d. 

fin different paits offiidia tlieMiaiaoialauaLl, is vuiiotisljjf estimated from aqiiarter ofa 
huudreit, to forty pounds n eight. • 
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During the year four hundred, Sultan Mahmud resumed his opera- 
tions against the Indian territory ; and on his return to Gheznin in the 
course of the same year, he is said to have been followed by the most 
suppliant solicitations for peace, from the paramount sovereign of the 
Ilindh princes, probably the Rajah Anundpal already mentioned , who 
engaged, if his entreaties were complied with, to furnish the Sultan s 
arsenal with a supply of fifty elephsnts, and to remit in money and 
precious commodities an annual tribute to the royal treasury ofGhez- 
nin. On these terms Mahmud appears to have consented to an ac- 
commodation; and a commercial intercourse is said to have been now 
opened or renewed between the subjects of the adverse powers. 

The following year, the four hundred and first of the Hidjerah, 
Mahmud conducted his troops into the territory of Ghur, or Ghour ; 
and being opposed, with considerable obstinacy, by Mahommed the 
son of Suri, the independent prince of the country, at the head often 
thousand horse, the latter was defeated by a very ordinary stratagem ; 
beingenticed from his intrenchments by a feigned retreat, and becoming 
the prisoner of his invader. He eluded hovveverthe protracted miseries 
of captivity by chewing the signet of his ring, which had in some way 
or other been impregnated with poison for such an emergency. The 
territory of Chur was hereupon united to the dominions already sub- 
jugated to the exchequer of Mahmud. 

About the period under consideration, Shah Nessaur the prince of 
Gherjistaun, w^hich although probability be against us, we are disposed 
to identify with the province of Georgia, resisting the authority of 
Mahmud, ultimately became his prisoner. On this occasion wt are 
informed, Neyshaiir was the title bestowed by the people of Gher- 
jistaun upon their sovereigns, in the same manner as those o'i Ruy and 
Khaim are assigned to the monarchs who rule over them, by the Hin- 
dus andTataurs, In the timeofNouhthesonofMunsur theSamaunian, 
the Nessaur of Gherjistaun was a person of the name of Abu Nasser ; 
who wasinducedby a natural indolence of disposition, andan unbound- 
ed attachment to letters, and the society of learned men, to resign the 
burden of his government, from which he was himself desirous of 
being relieved, to his son Mahomnihs^. When the power of Sultaa 
Mahmud, how ever, attained its ascendancy, oneof his agents, A ukkeby, 
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the author of the Tarikh Yemeiivy, was employed to demand the sub- A. H. 401 - 5 ^ 

mission of the prince of Gherjistaun to the authority of his master: 

and this being complied with, without apparent difficulty, the son of Kholaussut- 

Abh Nasser, who bore the title of Shah Nessaur, accompanied the , 

agent to tender his submission in the presence of Mahmud ; and after 

residing some time at the court of that monarch, was permitted to 

return in safety to his native country. But suffering himself to be 

misled by the seductions of a mischievous ambition, the young man 

row suddenly evinced a disposition to be refractory, and to violate hia- 

engagements with his formidable superior : on which Altuntaush the 

Haujeb, or chamberlain, and Arslan Hauzeb or Jauzeb, as the name is 

indifferently written, were dispatched by Mahmud to enforce obedience . 

On the arrival of these commanders before the capital of Gherjistaun, 

Nessaur Abu Nasser immediately threw himself on the mercy of Al- 
tuntaush, and was conveyed by that general towards Herat. Shah Nes- 
saur had shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the country, 
but, conceived it prudent at the expiration of a very little time, also to 
capitulate, and put himself into the hands of the generals of Mahmud. 

He was immediately dispatched to Gheznln, to the presence of that 
monarch, by whom after he had experienced the discipline of his whip, 
he was confined for life to one of his castles; the agents of the govern- 
mentbeing, at thesame time, instructed tosupply him with every thing 
that could contribute either to his comfort or enjoyment. Sultan 
Mahmud then sent for Nessaur Abu Nasser from Herat, and treating 
him with considerable kindness, purchased from him the wliole of his 
inheritance, for a sum of money actually j)aid him on the spot. 

In the course of the year four hundred and five, Mahmud was en- 
gap;ed in an expedition towards the remoter extremity of India, border- 
ing on Turkestaun, orTartary, according toFerishtah ; where he is said 
to have fought with, and defeated the sovereign of the countr}’, and to 
have reduced the city of Nardein, of which the author does not attempt 
tofix the position. He proceeds however to state, that in the course 
of the same year, receiving information, that there existed a species of 
elephants to which they gave the appellation of cle{)hants of the Mos- 
slems, or Mussulman eh phants, at a place called idtiu r Maiiilsher, or 
Mabilsher, or ^laylshcr, it is impossible to determine which, unless it 



S'. H. 40Y-ie. were Indeed’ tlic celebrated sanctuary of Tahnasef, Mahmud led hl» 
A. D. 1016 - 25 . troops into the country ; and having defeated and expelled the lawful 
Kliolaussiit- prince, a profligate and inveterate infidel, returned in triumph with an 
ul-akhbaur. jjjcalculable booty to his metropolis of Glieznin. 

Abul Abbas Mamuntheson ofMamun, prince of Khaurezm, bad mar- 
ried one of the daughters of Sultan Mahmud : and being put todeath irr 
file four hundredandseventhoftheHidjerah,byBenaltekein,and a con- 
spiracy of hisfactious nobles, Mahmftd hastened on intelligence of the? 
freason, to avenge the injuries of his sou in law ; defeated, and inflicted 
condign punishment upon Benaltekein and his accomplices ; and bes- 
towed the government of the country, with the capital of Ooror Ur- 
kunje, and the title of Khaurezm-Shah, upon Altuntaush, one of hi* 
favorite and most distinguished generals. 

In the four hundred and ninth of the Hidjerah, our author fixes the 
expedition to Kanouje, stated to be at the distance of three months 
journey from Gheznin ; the same that was undertaken by Sultan Mahmud^ 
according to Ferishtah, by the rou te of Kashmeir ; and the sequel of which 
has been given in detail by that author, as is already sufficiently known. 
The spoil in gold and silver, and jewels, and other precious materials^ 
accumulated by Mahmud in this expedition, is said to have been ofa 
magnitude to surpass the arithmetical skill of his accountants to esti- 
mate ,* and the multitude of captives was such that though the valud 
of a slave was set at no more than ten dirhems, or about four shillino-s 
and seven pence English, they could find no purchaser even at that 
price. 

In the four hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah, Mahmfid wai 
engaged in his last exterminating enterprize against the unfortunate 
Hindus ; the expedition to Sumnaut, at the extremity of the peninsula 
of Gujerat. On this expedition, according to Ferishtah, he set out 
from Gheznin, on the tenth day of Shabaun, of the year four hundred 
and fifteen, or about the 16 'th of October, A. D. 1024 , and he arrived at 
Multaun in the middle of the following month of Ramzaun,* at the 
head of a powerful army ; and accorhpanied by thirty thousand cavalry, 
who volunteered their services from all parts of the Asiatic continent* 

•Nov. 20th, 1U24. 
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From Multaun, he appears to have prosecuted hk march, skirting tire 
desert to, AJmeir, and from thence by Neherw^a, the Puttun or anci- 
ent capital of Gujerat, to the object of his zeal and avarice. 

Sumnaut, according to our author, was the name of acelebrated idol, 
which was worshiped by the infidels of the country ; but a couplet of 
Fereid-ud-dein Attaur is recited a little further on, asserting that the 
the great idol discovered by the armies of Mahmud at Sumnaut, bore 
the appellation of Laut. We know, however, that the pilgrimages of the 
Hindus are to this day principally directed to Duarkanaut, the spot of 
Krishna’s evanition, according to the Mahabauret, to Jugganaut, and 
to P.amnaut, or Ramnad ; the latter at the southern extremity of the 
peninsula of India, notfar from the bridge of Rama. In the mean time we 
are informed that to Sumnaut, the lord Sfim, or Suma, the Hindu my- 
thologists have assigned the province of adjudging to departed souls, 
according to the doctrines of transmigration, the bodies appropriated 
for their future habitation ; and in the belief of the Hindus, the ebb and 
flow of the ocean is nothing more than a mark of its adoration towards 
their favorite idol. 

On the authority of the Rouzut-us-suflta he proceeds to describe, 
that the temple, or edifice which contained the image of Sumnaut, was 
decorated by six and thirty pillars, inlaid with precious stones of the 
most beautiful and costly description ; that the image itself was of po- 
lished stone, or marble, about the height of five cubits, three above the 
flooring of the temple, and two concealed beneath it. I am aware that 
in these dimensions I have dilfered from the most respectable authori- 
ties ; but, both in the copy of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur and of the 
Ferishtah in my possession, the statement is precisely as I have giveo 
it. At all events three guz, or cubits of two and twenty inches, above 
the floor, would give to the image the stature of an ordinary sized man. 

The circumstance of its being smitten on the nose by the mace of 
Mai mud, and qf the immense treasure concealed in its belly, is already 
known. We shall here just mention that he rejected a prodigious ran- 
som tospareit,allegingthatoftwo appellations, ratherthan the idol bro- 
ker, he chose to be called Mahm^idthe idolbreaker : and to reward his zeal, 
th e precious contents discovered in the hollow of the idol, surpassed 
an hundred fold the sum which had been offered by the Brahmins for 

VOL. II, 2 P 


A. H, 41TJ-16. 
A. D. 102a-2T» 

Khoiaussut- 

ul-akhbaur. 



290 



A. H. 41C'18. its redemption. Of its unfortunate and unoffendins: votaries mow 
A. f>. thousand were put to the sword by the troops of Mahmud ; 

treasure withdrawn from the interior of the temple, from the 
uiakhJ^aur. . i * i 

the hollow of the image perhaps, is alone estimated at the sum of twenty 

millions of dinaurs of gold;* in which proportion we are told to calcu- 
late the further spoil, which fell into the hands ofthe plunderers of this 
Celebrated sanctuary. 

When he was about to quit Sumnautonhis return toGheznin, Mah- 
mud desired his ministers and principal officers to select fioma.nong 
themselv es some particular individual, on whom he might confer the 
government ofthe recent conquests: but it being represented to him, 
that, since it was not his design to revisit thecountry, it would !>e mere 
advisable to place it in the hands of a native, he proceeded to deliberate 
on the subject, withsuch of the inhabitants as he permitted to approach 
his person. By these he was informed that anion 2 : the princes who had 
rilled the country, wherh r in purity of origin or lustre of descent, none 
wereon apar with theraceof Dahshcleim, or Dahsheleima. Of this race 
they said that tiu re fortunately then existed a young person, whoso 
attention had been hitherto entirely devoted, in the garb and profession 
of a Brahmin, to the duties of religion ; and on tliis person, if the Sultan 
.conferred the sovereignty of that part of GuJ-raut. they conceived that 
it would not be unworthily bestowed. Others however contended that 
the individual proposed was a man of unaccommodating and austere 
habits, who had been compelled by nece ssity alone to make choice of 
thelile of a recluse; and they recommended, on the contrary, the sova-r- 


eiguof a neigldioring territory, w ho to the same lustre of descent, added 
a superior prudence, and maturity of years, as an o’ljeet ffir more wor- 
tl;y or the Si'iltan’s preterence, and of the governmeut ot their country 


1 othis Mahmud olis- rvcd,thatifthe person they proposedhad, in any 
. instance, evinced a disposition to cultivate his friendship, it mioht then 
inueed bi‘ expected that such a request in his fav'or, would he attended 
with little difficulty in the compliance ; hut to confer a territory of 
that magnitude upon one who was ali-eady in iiossession of one ofthe 
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Biost powerful states in India^and who had, moreover, never afforded A. H. 
the slightest demonstration of attachment, to merit sucha proof of con- 10*25-2 7* 
fidence and regard, appeared to him rather wide of the dictates of sober 
discretion. Thensending for the recluse he immediately invested him 
w ith the government ofthe province. The descendant of Dabsheleim 
in accepting of his tributary sovereignty, embraced the opportunity of 
representing to theSultan hisapprehensions lest the neighboring Rajah, 
w ho although oft he same lineage, was his mortal enemy, apprized of the 
departure of his benefactor, should direct the whole of his force to the 
destruction of his relative. Under this persuasion, and wdth the know- 
ledge that he must be left entirely unprepared for resistance, he found 
it expedient to disclose to the Sultan the natureof his apprehensions ; 
in the hope that, in additiem to the favors with which he had been al- 
ready loaded, tliL iroopsoi his victoriousally wouldbe furtheremployed 
to secure liim against the hostile designs of the dreaded rival. Mah- 
Xi\( informed him in reply, that in his expedition to so remote a region, 
lie had been originally actuated by no other motive than the glory and 
advancement of his.iaith; and that, as three years had already elapsed 
since his departure from Uhoznia, it would make no material difference 
to liim, if six months were added to the period of his absence. He 
proceeded accordingly to invade the territory of the obnoxious Dal>- 
shelcimian ; whom lie in a very short time subdued, and delivered a 
prisoner into the hands of the new-made sovereign. The latter now 
stated to Malimud that, by the religion which he professed, it w^as not 
permitted to put a sovereign prince to death ; but that when a rival 
ii;onarch fell into the power of his adversary, it was the practice to lodge 
him in a daik chamber, excavated under the throne oi his conqueror, 
w ith no other opening to it, than was sufficient for the introduction of 
what was necessary for the support of existence ; and in this state he 
was coudennied to remain, until the hand of death should determine 
the survivor. His power being however as yet but too imperfectly es- 
tahlislu d to admit of his pursuing the ordinary course, he proceeded 
further to request that Saltan Mahmud w ould take the captive prince 
with him to obeznin ; adding, that he relied upon the generosity of 
his benefactor to send lum back to Hujerat when his autliority sliould 
he sufficiently coufuiaed, and vdien it would be prudent on his part 
to require it. 
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Having complied with the solicitation of his tributary in every in., 
stance, Sultan Mahmud, after enduring unparalleled hardships in his 
progress through the deserts leading to Sind, which it would be unne- 
cessary to detail, at last succeeded in regaining his capital, in the first, 
or second Rebbeia, of the four hundred andeighteenth of the Hidjerah:* 
after an absence, according to this statement, of two years and six 
months. 

Some years subsequent to this period, when he considered himself 
securely established in his power, the anchorite king of Gujerat dis- 
patched his agents, with magnificent presents to Sultan Mahmud and 
the members of his court, and a request that his captive rival misfht 
be now delivered up to his disposal. Mahmud at first exhibited some 
repugnance to comply with the request ; but yielding to the sugges- 
tions ofhis ministers, he ultimately determined to send away the captive, 
who was accordingly delivered to the agents employed to take charge 
of him. When the escort which conveyed the prisoner, was known 
to have reached the confines ofhis country, the Dabsheleiina on the 
throne, having given directions to compleat the vault of wwetchedness 
intended for the reception ofhis rival, hastened in conformity to the 
further usage of the country to meet him ; in order that the unfortu- 
nate captive might be subjected to the customary degrading ceremonv, 
of running on foot at the stirrup of his more fortunate rival, and wdth 
the royal bason and ewer on his head, all the way to the palace gate 
of the capital. Having proceeded with these views to some distance 
on his excursion, accompanied by a numerous retinue, the roval 
Dabsheleima engaged in the diversion of the chace; and having con- 
tinued It with great eagerness and activity until late at noon, the 
monarch and his retinue were dispersed in different directions, to 
screen themselves from the rays of a meridian sun. Dalisheleima 
laid himself at the foot of a tree, and covering his face with a 
handkerchief, resigned himself to rest. The handkerchief which 
he had thrown or er his face, happened unfortunately to be of a scar- 
let colour ; and attracting the attention of a vulture, whicli was hover- 
ing round, the ravenous bird took it for the flesh of some slaugh- 
tered animal, -and immediately pouncing, struck its talons throu^-b 

* April 01 xMay, A. D, 1027. 
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the covering into the unwary prince* s eye ; the loss of which was 
the inevitable consequence. Among the genuine Hindufs it was, it 
seems, another maxim at this period, that any species of personal ble- 
mish was sufficient to disqualify a prince from holding his authority; 
and the misfortune which had happened to the sovereign, being soon 
circulated through the camp, produced a sudden and violent uproar 
among the chiefs. At such a crisis, the arrival of the captive Dab- 
sheleimian was announced, and by a strange and unlooked for vicis- 
situde, the destinies of the two princes underwent an immediate and 
total reverse. The newly arrived Dabsheleimian was saluted king by 
the unanimous voice of the people; and the anchorite was condemned 
in his stead, to bear the bason and ewer by the side of his horse, to 
the darksome and wretched abode prepared for bis adversary. Thus, 
says Ferishtah, unfolding another example of the decrees of an inscru- 
table providence, which, while it precipitates one individual from the 
splendor of a throne, rescues another from the belly of the whale. 

While Mahmud was at Bffikh, some time after his return from his 
zealous expedition to Sumnaut, he received from the Khaleifah U1 
Kader, together with four standards, denoting his supremacy over the 
four great countries of Hindustaun, Khorassaun, Khaurezm,and Neim- 
rouz, a flattering letter, bestowing upon him the additional title of 
Keh}f-ud-doulah & Isslam — asylum of the state and of the true faith. 
These were accompanied by similar distinctions for his three sons ; 
Mussaoud being dignified with the title of Shahaub-ud-doulah and 
Juminaul-ul-millut — bright star of the state, and beauty of the faith ; 
Yussuf, with that ofEzzed-ud-doulah and Mueyed-ul-millut — arm, or 
support of the state and establisher of the faith ; and Ameir Mahom- 
med, with that of Jullaul-ud-doulah and Jummaul-ul-millut — glory 
of the state, and embellishment of the faith ; at the same time, pledg- 
ing his approbation of either of the three princes, on whom the father 
might think fit to devolve the succession to his throne. 

The troops of Mahmud on their return from Gujeraut had suffered 
considerable annoyance from the natives of Mount .lehud ; he deter- 
mined therefore, some time in the year four hundred and eighteen, to 
chastize the insolence of these unsubjugated barbarians. Once more, 
and tor the last time, he accordingly led his army towards Multaun. 
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jl' H. 418-21. When he reached that city, he gave instmctlons for the immcdiatft 
A. D. 1027-30. equipment on the river* of an armament of fourteen hundred war boats, 
ferishtah. gggh furnished with three rostra, or beaks of iron ; one on the prow, 
andoneoneachbeam, soconstructed as topierceordemolishanv adverse 
vessel that mightcome in contact. The boats were further armed with 
twenty soldiers each, with bows and arrows, and fireworks oi naphtha : 
and thus equipped, the armament was dispatched along the river 
for the extermination of the Jautfs, which is the appellation here bes- 
towed upon the mountain tribes above alluded to. The latter, aware 
of the armament preparing against them, and having conveyed their 
wives andchildren to a place of security, among the islands in the Indus, 
thus disincumbered, lay ready with four thousand, some say eight 
thousand boats, strongly armed, to receive the attack. In the action 
which however took place, the boats of the Jautts comiiigin contact with 
the iron beaks of those of Mahmud, the shock of which they were 
unprepared to resist, were immediately piere. d, and sunk to the 
bottom with all on board ; such as escapc'd by swimming, be ing put to 
the sword by the conquerors, and the whole o, theirfimilies ultimately 
falling into the hands of their ruthh-ss exterminators. 

In the course of the year fourhundred and twenty, Sultan Malimud 
as we have already seen, took possession of the teritory of Rev, and tiiat 
part of the province of Irak Aj. in, from the imbecile and effeminate 
Majid-ud-doulah the De\lemite; and bestowing the government upon 
his son Mussaoud, returned soon afterwards to Gheznin ; whm’e, hav- 
ing laboured forsometimo und<-r a consumptive complaint, accompanied 

by a disorder in tlie loins, {mcrz-c-sili ba su-ul-kuna) he ultimatelv ex- 
pired, on Thursday the twenty-third of the latter Rebbeia of the four 
hundred and twenty first of the Ilidjerah the sixty-third year of liis 
age, and, calculating from the surrender of Gheznin and the captivity 
of his brother, the thirty-fourth of his reign. 

Mahmud is represented to have been possessed of some of the most 
exalted and splendid qualities that could dignity and adorn the human 
character : and yet his merits appear to be resolvable, for the most part, 

* Perliaps the stream formed near that piacc by tlie junction of the Bt/tut, Tchmaub^ 
and Rfitivi. 
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into 3" bigoted and sanguinary zeal tor the advancement of I^slamism, 
and for the subversion of idolatiy and infidelity. His splendid quali- 
ties were, moreover, deplorably tarnished by an insatiable spirit of 
avarice, to which, in its most degrading complexion, he has been stig- 
matized as a devoted and abject slave. From this odious stigma, Fer- 
ishtah has however sought to vindicate his favorite hero, ascribing it 
in a great measure, to the prevalence of an unjust prejudice, which 
derived its origin from the well known story of Ferdiissy ; to whom, 
for his celebrated poi m of the Shahnamah, the labour of thirty years, 
he assigned the comparatively paltry sum of sixty thousand dirhems 
only,* amounting to about five-pence half-penny thecouplet; the poet 
having entertained the unreasonable expectation ofsixty thousand din- 
Bursorpicces ofgold. Another cause towhich he ascribes the prevailing 
prejudice, w as an arrangement, by which, towards the closeof hispeign, 
hecontrived to disencumber his w'ealthier subjects of their superfluous 
property. That he loved gold, the author nevertheless admits, and that 
he accordingly disdained no method by w hich it could be accumulated; 
but it was for the purpose of enabling him to prosecute his magnificent 
plans of conquest and aggrandizement ; and that there exists ample 
proof that the number of wits, men of genius and learning, poets, and 
warriors, who subsisted on his bounty, has seldom fallen to the lot of 
any monarch of former ages, and. is as seldom likely to happen in any 
age to come. All this it is to be acknowledged, could not be provided 
for, without a liberal tiishursement of treasure ; neither is it to be for- 
gotten that his admiration ofmen of science has never been questioned; 
that their merits never failed to be rewarded by his bounty ; and that 
exclusive of occasional proofs of liberality, a fixed siun of four hundred 
tiiousand dirhems-)- \vas annuallv ap -bed to the patronage and encour- 
agement of learning, and learui d im n. 

Longprevious to his death, Mahmud had declared his son Mahom- 
nif'd, successor to the major part of his dominions, immediately to the 
prejudice of his (dder brother Mussaoud; discartiiug from his recolh.'o 
tif n, how- little disposed he found liimsi lf to submit to asiiwilar arrange- 
ment by his lather. He took, however, anopi’.ortunity of demanding of 
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A. H. 421 . MAss&oud, forwhom heprobably conceived that hehad adequatelypre- 
A. D. 1030. vided in the province oflrak Ajem, in what manner he proposed tocon- 
Kholaussut- duct himself, with respect to his brother ? Mussaoud replied without 
ul-akhbaur. reserveor hesitation, to the no small confusion and equal indig- 

nation of Mahmud, that in this he should be exactly governed by the 
exampleofhisfather. To explain this, it may be necessary to remark that, 
at the commencement of his reign, on surrendering his power with the 
castle of Gheznin into the hands of Mahmud, his brother Issmauil had 
been compelled to attend him into Khorassaun ; and the Sultan had 
the curiosity to ask the captive prince one day, what sort of treatment 
he might have calculated to experience, had the issue of their contest 
been the reverse of what had happened ? with equal candour and sim- 
plicity of heart, Issmauil replied, that had fortune decided in his favor, 
itwasinhiscontemplation toeonfine his brother within the wallsofsome 
castle, where he should be provided with all he might require, either 
for the comfort or enjoyment of life, short of his personal liberty. A 
short time afterwards, availing himself of some pretence or other to 
seize the person of Issmauil, Mahmud caused him to be delivered to 
the governor of Jurjaun; with instructions to lodge him in one of the 
castles of his province, and to supply him, at the same time, with every 
thing that could contribute either to his pleasure or repose. 

It is further stated, that while he continued in Irak Ajem, Mahmud 
endeavored, by repeated importunity, to prevail upon Mussaoud to 
swear that he would not engage in hostilities against his brother, with- 
out producing the slightest impression ; Mussaoud as constantly evad- 
ing his importunities by the declaration, that if Mahommed would 
personally repair to the spot, and first swear to make with him, at the 
proper period,a just and impartial distribution of their father’s treasures, 
he should have no difficulty in taking the oath required of him ; but 
situated as at present, the one at Rey, and the other at the distance of 
Gheznin, he could not perceive how such a partial arrangement could 
be productive of any advantage or permanent result. 

We shall finally remark, that Mahmud is described to have been itt 
person of the middle stature, ofelegant proportions, and a freckled com- 
plexion, and the first of his race that assumed the title of Sultan, 
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Mahommed the son of Mahmud third of the race of Sebektggein, a. h. 42 I. 
Succeeded to the throne of Gheznin immediately on the death of his A. D. 1030» 
father ; but his brother Muss^oud receiving at Hamadaun, in the re- Kholaussut- 
centlj acquired territory of Irak jem, intelligence of the event, march- 
ed without delay towards Khorassaun ; dispatching at the same time 
to inform Mahommed that he harboured no design upon the countries 
to which he had been nominated by a father’s partial selection ; that the 
territorvofJeypal,ofTebristaun,andofIrak Ajem, the honorable acqui- 
sitions of his own sword were amply sufficientfor his moderate ambition; 

and all he requested was that, as the elder brother, his name should be 

* V th of tile mon- 

first pronounced in the Khotbah. To this Mahommed rcturned an archsof Ghez- 
acrimonioits reply ; and as soon as he had completed his warlike equip- 
ments, proceeded from Gheznin, to Bikkenabad, some distance north 
of the metropolis ; where he encamped on the first of Ramzaun* of the 
four lutndred and twenty first of the Hidjerah. 

Having’ continued stationar}' during the whole of Ramzaun, it un- 
fortunately happened that on the festival of the new moon ofShavaul, 
the tiara of the ill-fated Mahommed should drop from his head inaman- 
ner that could notice easily accounted for ; w hicli being considered by 
the superstitious multitude as an omen inauspicious to the stability of 
his power, Ameir Ally Khaishawund, and Yussuf Sebekteggin, with a 
numberofthe principal courtiers openly revolted in favorof Mussaoud; 
and on the night of the third of Shavaul,*]’ surrounding the pavilion of 
^Mahommed they immediately seized his person, and proceeded to con- 
fine him in the castle of Bikkenabad. The ministers and principal 
nobility of the late monarch then hastened to join Mussaoud, who had 
as it would appear by this time advanced to Balkh. The conspirators^ 
however, experienced from him a reception on w hich they had little 
calculated. HussungMeykaul, the prime minister ofthe departed Mah- 
mud, against whom Mussaoud had long cherished an irreconcilable 
animosity, was put to death. Ally Khaishawund shared the same fate ; 
and Y ussuf Sebekteggin was immured for life in a prison. Muss- 
aoucl siiortly afterwards repaired to Gheznin, where he took care to 
secure himself against all further attempts on the part of his brother 

^ August a Ibt, A.D. 1030. 
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A. H. 421-24. Mahommed, by the usual application of the instrument of cautery, to 
A. D. 1038-33. destroy the organs of vision. 

Kholaussut- Sultan Nasser-ud-dein Mussaoud, son of Mahmud, fourth of the 
ol-akhbaur. of Sebekteggin, and sixth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Having succesfully vindicated the claims of an elder brother to the 
throne of his father, Mussaoud consigned the office of Vezzeir to Ahmed 
theson of Hussun Meymundi. In the four hundred and twenty second 
of the Hidjerah, he devolved the government of Irak Ajem upon Abu 
Sohel Hamduni, delegating that of Isfahaun, however, by a particular 
Mu*saottd patent, to the separate superintendance of Alla-ud-doulah Jaufferthe 
Vlth of the son of KJikuiah,* the maternal couzin german, of the weak and imbecile 
nionaichs of ]\iajicl.ud-doulah the Deylemite, Allu-ud-doulah accordinglv pro- 

Oilczuiii* 11' • r 

ceeded tor some time to conduct the government of that part of Irak 
Ajem, as the lieutenant of Mussaoud ; but ultimately aspiring at inde- 
pendence, he openly aitjured the supremacy of that prince : and it was 
under these circumstances that the celebrated Abu Allv ben Seina 
(Avicenna) became the prime minister of Alla-iid-doulah. 

In the course of four hundred and twenty three an expedition was 
undertaken from Khaurezm,bv AltunTaush Ha, sjeb, under the instruc- 
tions of Mussaoud, to avenge the injuries which he had sustained from 
AllyTekein thegovevnor of Samarkand. TheKhaurezinian beinghow- 
ever desperately wounded, in the territory beyond tlie Oxus,in an action 
which took place with the troopsof Ally Tekein, thecombatants appear 
to have separated by mutual consent, which was followed by an ac- 
commodation ; and AltunTaush shortly aft(!rwards dyingof his wounds 
was succeeded in the government of Khaiirezm by a son of the name of 
Perun— or Harun, according to Terishtah. That admired and estima- 
ble minister Ahmed the son of Hussun Meymundi also dying in the 
four hundred and twenty fourth of the Hi ijerah, Ahmed the son of 
Mahommed, the sonofAbdu.ssummud,becam ; vezzeir to Sultan Muss- 
aoud. In the mean time, as will be particularly described in its 
proper place, the race of Selj'ik having passed the river Jeyhun to 
the westward, selected for their abode the teiTitorv dependent upon the 
cities of Nissa and Abiwerd ; and in a few years succeeded in t^xtend- 
ing their encroachments through a consideraMe part of Ivhorassaun. 

^ Uncle, bocallea ia die language of the DcUeHiites. 
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Contrary to tlie representations of his minister#, %vho urged the ser- 
ious expediency of checking at the outset, the usurpations of these 
fo.’midable adventurers, Sultan Mussaoud determined in the four hun- 
dred and twenty sixth of the Hidjerah, on an expedition into India. 
Finding however on his return from this expedition in four hundred 
and tweirty eight, that they had obtained a most dangerous ascendancy, 
he perceived ample reason to regret, that he had for a moment delayed 
to oppose them. It now therefore became the object of his most 
serious attention to retrieve the fatal oversight ; and he employed 
his utmost exertions and activity to prepare for hostilities against 
them. But in the war which ensued, aftera series of conflicts, in which 
his personal valour was conspicuously signalized, being ultimately 
defeated by those enterprizing and warlike Tartars, Sultan Mussaoud 
was compelled to return with disgrace to his capital ; where on the pre- 
tence of misconduct, or failure of duty in this unfortunate war, he 
•discharged his vengeance on some of his most distinguished generals 
and ministers, whom he condemned to suffer by the sword of the exe- 
cutioner. After this he dispatched his son Modud with afresh arma- 
ment towards Biilkh ; while he hastened, in his own person, towards 
Ilindustaun, accompanied by his brother the blind Mahommed, and 
the three sons of that prince, Ahmed, Abdurraihman, and Abdurrai- 
heim; proposingtopassthecoldseasoninthatcountry,andon the return 
of spring to resumehisoperationsagainst thesons of Seljhk. Incrossing 
the Indus, however, leaving his baggage and equipage on the western 
side of the river, in order to follow him at convenience, Noushtekein 
witlia body of the imperial slaves, seized the opportunity to plunder 
the treasure, and to raise the blind Mahommed once more, to the dan- 
gerous and precarious possession of a disputed throne. Sultan Muss- 
houd fled for safety to arebbaut, or walled enclosure, in the neighbor- 
hood ; but, being immediately pursued and discovered in lus retreat, the 
unfortunate monarch was conducted by his enemies to the presence 
of his bi'other, by whom, with all attached to his person, he was confined 
to the fortress of Kurri. The blind Mahommed, in the mean time, 
devolving the royal authority to his son Ahmed, the latter repaired 
shortly afterwards to the place of the deposed Mussaoud’s confinement, 
accompanied by the sons of Yussuf Sebekteggin, and Ally Ivhaishavv- 
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of the public in the fortress of Deidy. The power of his successor, wa» 
not however destined to experience any considerable duration. To- 
ghrel Haujeb, a Turkish chief, educated under the protection of Sultan 
INloudud the son of Mussuoud, had been entrusted by that monarch 
with the government of Seiestaun ; and about this period declaring his 
Jndependencp, proceeded towards Gheznin. Abdurrashid retired into 
the citadel as soon as the insurgent was known to have approached 
within five farsangs* of the metropolis ; of which, the ursurper soon 
becoming master, the castle made no extraordinary resistance. Ab- 
durrashid w'ith all the surviving sons ofSidtan Mahmud, nine in num- 
ber, now fell into the hands ofToghrel, by whom they were every one 
ofthem immediately put to death. The usurper thenforcilily espoused 
the daughter ofMussaoud, and tlmsister of his Vienefactor; and assum- 
ing the royal authority, togr ther with the eternal ex.“cration of man- 
kind has been branded to posterity by the title of Toghrei the traitor — 
Toi^lirel-Kauff'cr-Niutimmcf. 

Noushtekein Haujeb Kherkheiz, one of the principal Ameirs of 
Gheznin, who held at this period the government of that part of Hin- 
dustaun extending to the frontiers of Dehly, which had reluctantly 
submitted to the joke of the Mahommedans, received intelligence of 
the usurpation with equal horror, and displeasure; and he determined 
without delay to subdue and chastize the author of it. He wrote, how- 
ever, in the first instance to upbraid the daughter of Mussaoud, and 
the nobles of Gheznin, with their ignominious accjuiescence in the pro- 
ceedings of the traitor. Several of the chiefs, who still privately cher- 
ished the design of vengeance against the usurper, spurred on by the 
just reproaches conveyed in the letters from Noushtekein, immediately 
formed a conspiracy todestroy the ungrateful rebel: and accordingly, 
when he had been suffered to indulge himself in his dream of sovereign 
power for a period ot forty daj^s, and while he was giving audience to 
his court, seated on the throne of the warlike and victorious .Mahmud, 
that public opportunity was selected by the conspirators for the ex- 
ecution of theirvengeance; the odious usurper being suddenly attacked, 

Seventeen Ennlish miles, and 120 yards, at 6000 yards to the farsang, or three miles, a 
quarter, and 200 yards. 
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fkiid hewed to pieces on the spot. , The reign of Abdurra^hid appears 
to have terminated in less than a twelve month. 

Furrukhz AUD the son of Mussaoud, ninth of the race of Sebek- 
teggin, and eleventh of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Soon after the accomplishment of this deserved and signal act of 
vengeance, Noushtekein Kherkheiz arrived at Gheznin; and discover- 
ing on inquiry that there still survived in the castle, three of the race 
of Sebekteggin,Furrukh2aud, Ibraiihim, and Shuja, the nobles concur- 
red with him in allotting the throne to the former; who was accordingly 
brought from his prison, and invested with the authority of his an- 
cestors. 

Early in the reign of this prince, encouraged by the revolutions 
wiiich appeared to convulse the monarchy of Gheznin, Ameir Daoud, 
or David, of the race ot Seljuk, hastened towards that capital, to take 
advantage of the supposed prevailing troubles. He was, however, gal- 
lantly opposed in the field by Noushtekein with the troops of Fur- 
rukhzaud ; and totally defeated with infinite loss of baggage and equip- 
ment, in a conflict which endured from sun rise to the close of day, and 
in which the adverse squadrons appeared to aim at nothing less than 
mutual extermination. The troops of Furrukhzaud, with their tri- 
umphant general, returned with glory to the metropolis. 

This victory, having produced sufficient stability to the power of 
Furrukhzaud, that prince with a victorious army and formidableequip- 
meiits, now proceeded towards the province of Ivhorassaun ; while on 
the part of the house of Seljuk, Kellisaurek, one of their most distin- 
guished generals, with a numerous force, hastened to oppose his march. 
Another dreadful conflict ensued, which like many that preceded it, 
might easily have surpassed the eloquence of the historian todescribe ; 
but which, however, again terminated in favor of the arms ofFurrukh- 
zaud; Kellisaurek, or Kallisaurek, and several others of the Seljukian 
commanders becoming his prisoners. Intelligence of this last deieat 
of his troops being conveyed to Tcliegher, sometimes called .Taufler 
Beg, a third army was immediately dispatched by that prince, to re- 
trieve these accumulated misfortunes, under the orders of his own son, 
the renowned and warlike Alep Arslan. \ ictory now changed shies ; 
the brave and able Noushtekein Kherkheiz was defeated by that illus- 
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trious prince, and many of the^Gheznian Apieirs were destined in 
their turn to experience the evils of captivity. Having thus reestab- 
lished the superiority of his arms, Alep Arslan appears to have; for- 
borne the prosecution of his victorious career, and to have returned 
in all the pomp of triumph to the presence of his father. In the mean 
time, to evince his respect for the character of his illustrious adversary, 
Furrukhzauddetermined on the immediate and gratuitousenlargement 
of Kellisaurek, and his associates in captivity, whom he accordingly 
dismissed with splendid Khelauts. This act of liberality produced a 
corresponding sentiment on the part of the Seljukians, by whom the 
whole of the Gheznian prisoners were, in a similar manner, immedi- 
ately restored to liberty and their friends. 

About a twelve-month previous to his death, Furrukhzaud, who is 
differently represented inthe Rouzut-ussuffa,and the Tarikhgtizeidah, 
by the former as the son of Mussaoud, and by the latter as that of Ab- 
durrashid, was exposed to considerable danger from the treachery of 
his slaves; who formed a conspiracy to destroy him while in his bath. 
The assassins had succeeded in forcing their way to his pemon, and 
were hastening to the execution of their nefarious design, when the de- 
fenceless monarch, by a fortunate exertion, possessed hims('lf of one 
of their scimitars ; with which he contrived to protect himself until his 
attendants, becoming apprized of the danger, rushed into the apartment, 
and put the conspirators to the sword. This attempt produced such 
an effect upon the mind of the prince, that he ever afterwards evinced 
a contemptuous indifference for the things of this world, as in con- 
stant expectation of the period at which he was to leave it. Afterarei-m 
of sixyears, he died of a cholic, or complaint in the bowels, in the very 
flower of life, and in the four hundred and fiftieth year of the f lidjerah. 

Abul MuzLifferlBRAUHiM the son of Mussaoud, tenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and twelfth of the monarchs ofGheznin. 

Succeeding to the diadem of his ancestors on the demise of his bro- 
ther, this prince, in the early part of his reign, entered into a treaty of 
peace with the house of Seljuk ; which must at this period have been 
represented by the able and warlike Alep Arslan, and not by his sou 
Altick Siiah, as described by I’erishtah, who did not succeed to the 


dominions of his father, as will be seen hereafter, until the four hun- a. H. 450-508. 
<ired and sixty-fifth of the Hidjerah. A.D. io58-i li4. 

Of the two expeditions successfully conducted into Hindustaun by Kholaussut- 
Sultan Ibrauhim, it would be here unnecessary to enter into the narra- 
tive. The curious reader will doubtless find them sufficiently detailed 
in the translation of Ferishtah by colonel Scott; at all events, all that can 
be requisite to be apprized of on the subject, may be seen with advan. 

Jtage from the elaborate pen of Mr. Maurice, in his more recent history 
of that harrassed, and most interesting country. We shall be contented 
with stating that he bears with historians in general, the character of 
a just and pious prince, uniformly distinguished for the most liberal 
and diffusive charity ; and that he died in the four hundred and ninety 
second of the Hidjerah,* after a protracted reign, of two and forty lunar 

years. 

♦ 

Mussaoud the third, the son of Ibrauhim, eleventh of the race of 
Sebekteggin, and thirteenth of themonarchs ofGheznin. 

Surpassing in the benevolence of his manners and in the liberality of Ferishtah. 
his disposition, this prince early signalized his love of justice by abo- 
lishing the arbitrary contributions levied upon the people by hisprede- 
cessors, and by confirming to the relatives of his blood, and to the 
Ameirs of his court, the possessions allotted to them b}" Sultan Ibrauhim : 
and he contrived to secure himself against the hostile enterprizes of Mussaoud, Illd 
the house of Seljuk, by marrying the princess Mehed-e-Irak, (the era- and Xlllth of-the 
die of Irak) the daughter of Melek Shah, and sister of Sultan Sunjuf. 

In the reign of Mussaoud the third, being advanced to the dignity 
of lieutenant general of Hindustaun, (to be understood in this place, 
however, and indeed for the most part where it occurs in the history 
of the Ghez nuvides, as comprehending little more than the countries of 
the Punjaub) Haujeb Toghatekein, led a body of troops from Labour 
across the Ganges ; and pushing his conquests beyond those of any 
former general of Isslam, the victorious Mahmiid alone excepted, and 
renewing the cruel scenes of pillage and desolation, extended through 
the country by that remorseless conqueror, he was suffered to return 
in triumph to the capital of his government. 

After a reign of sixteen years unmolested by untoward events, or 
by turbulence in any shape, Sultan Mussaoud became, in the five hua- 

* A. D. 1098. 
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dred and eighth of the Hidjerah, an inmate of the abodes of eternal 
rest. 

It is affirmed on the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah, that on the 
death of Mussaoud, his son Kummaul-ud-doulah Sheirzaud ascended 
the throne of Gheznin ; but that he was cut off, at the expiration of a 
twelvemonth, that is to say, some time in the five hundred and ninth of 
the Hidjerah, by his brother Arslan Shah ; although the narrative of 
other historians has introduced the reign of the latter, without interme- 
diation, next after that of Mussaoud. 

Arslan Shah son of Mussaoud, twelfth of the race ofSebekte"’'^in. 
and fourteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

It appears, at all'events, that having, by some measure of violence, 
usurped the diadem of Gheznin, Arslan Shah proceeded to seize, and 
imprison, all of his surviving brothers that he could lay hands on ; but 
one of these, Behram Shah, escaping for protection to the court of his 
uncle, Sfiltan Sunjurthe son of jMelek Shah, who at this period presided 
over Khorassaun, as the lieutenant of his brother Mahommed, that 
prince accompanied the illustrious exile, at the head of a powerful 
army, towards Gheznin ; defeated and expelled the usurper, and suc- 
ceeded in seating Behram Shah on the throne of Mahmud. Arslan 
Shah availing himself however of the return of Sultan Sunjur into 
Khorassaun, immediately recoiled upon his brother ; whom he compel- 
led a second time to throw himself upon the protection of his uncle. 
Every expedient was now resorted to, on the part of Arslan Shah, to 
divert that prince from espousing the cause of his brother; and amomT 
others, his mother, the Mehcd-e-Irak, formerly adverted to, was en- 
trusted with the sum of two hundred thousand dinaurs* in order to 
purchase the forbearance of Sultan Sunjur. The latter disdained how- 
ever all proposals to abandon the support of his nephew ; and amin 
advancing towards Gheznin, within a league of that metropolis ^ave 
battle to Arslan Shah Avithhis usualgoodtbrtune;thelatter beino- alain 
totally defeated, ina^reatmeasure, through the distinguished gaUaiitry 
of Abfd Fazzel prince of Seiestaun, who had accompanied Sultan 
Sunjur on this last expedition. Arslan Shah made the best of his way 
into the territory beyond the Indus, while his victorious antagonist 
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proceeded to take possession of Gheznin ; and having remained at that 
place for a period of forty days, he once more committed the govern- 
ment to Behram Shah, and returned into Khorassaun. 

On information that the Seljukian was again withdrawn into his 
own province, Arslan Shah, assembling a fresh army among the troops 
of the Punjaub, and of the other provinces of Hindustaun which had 
been subjugated to the authority of the race of Sebekteggin, ad» 
vanced towards Gheznin, for the third time, to contend with his bro- 
ther, for the throne of Mahmud. Behram Shah Avho felt himself still 
unequal to such a contest on the strength of his own resources, found 
it expedient on this occasion to retire to the fortress of Bkmian. The 
power of his uncle was, however, again successfully exerted in his behalf ; 
the usurper Arslan Shah was expelled for the last time from Gheznin, 
and sought an asylum among the Afghan tribes ; but being pursued 
by the troops of Sultan Sunjur, he w’as immediately taken and deli- 
vered up to his brother, by whom the views of an aspiring and turbulent 
ambition were now finally terminated by the all-subduing stroke of 
death. This event is said to have taken place in the five hundred and 
twelfth of the Hidjerah, when he had, at intervals, possessed the sover- 
eign power, for a period of about three years. We find it further stated, 
that, during the turbulent and unsettled government of Arslan Shah, 
the greater part of the city of Gheznin was consumed, by lightning 
from heaven. 

Sfdtan Alla ud-doulah Behram Shah the son ofMussaoud, thir- 
teenth of the race of Sebekteggin, and fifteenth of the monarchs of 
Gheznin. 

Without entering into the details of Ferishtah it w ill be sufficient 
for our purpose to relate, that on his permanent accession to the throne 
of his ancestors, Behram Shah evinced not less by his love of justice, 
and his attachment to the society of the learned, than by the splendour 
and magnificence of his actions, that he was worthy of his exalted! 
destiny. To him was dedicated the first translation, from Arabic into 
Persian, of the Kaleila Dumna, thefables of Beidpai, an Indian sage, 
originally so called. A translation from tlie language of India, into 
Pehlry, the ancient idiom of the Persians, had been of old, and with 
much labour and difficulty, executed by the enlightened Buzurtche- 
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A. H. 512-47. meher, the minister of Xoushirvaun ; and from Pehlvy into Arabic by 
A. D. 1118-52. Eben-uI-MokenniaiHthetimeofHarunrashid. This latter was probably 
ferisUtah. the copy now translated under the patronage of Behram Shah. From 
the more abstruse and obscure stile in which it still stood, it was finally 
rendered into more familiar and intelligible Persian, rejecting the Ara- 
bic measures, or verse, altogether, and denominated the Anavar So- 
heyly — the lightsofthestarCanopus — inthetimeofSultan Husseyne 
Mirza of the house of Seffy, by Mulla Husseyne Wauzz theKaushe- ^ 
fite. The JMekhzin-ul-essraur, or magazine of mysteries, of Nizammy, 
was another work composed under the patronage of Behram Shah. 

Sultan Behram Shah is stated to have been engaged in several expe- 
ditions to the territory beyond the Indus, principally directed to chas- 
tize the refractory proceedings of Mahommed Bahlim; who had been 
constituted lieutenant general of Labour, under the authority of Arslan 
Shah, and who had presumed to display the standard of hostilityagainst 
that of his ultimately triumphant brother. On the twenty seventh of 
Ramzaun, of the five hundred and twelfth of the Hidjerah, he fell how- 
ever into the hands of the royal armies ; but after a short detention in 
imprisonment, his offence was overlooked, and he was restored to his 
post, of lieutenant general of the Mussulman conquests in Hindustaun. 

Availing himself, however, of theSuitan’s return toGheznin, Mahom- 
med Bahlim proceeded, among the mountains of Sewaulik, to erect the 
fortress of Nagur; where, as in an impregnable asylum, he secured his 
family and most valuable effects. Then raising a numerous force of 
Arabs, Persians, KhiljianTurksand Afghans, and with their assistance,’ 
obtaining repeated advantages over the surrounding infidel states, he 
became by degrees so elated with his good fortune, that he raised his 
views at last to the aim of independent conquest, and sovereign power. 
This occasioned the second expedition of Behram Shah. In the neio-h- 
borhood of Multaun, that monarch was again met by the ungrateful 
rebel, accompanied by his ten sons; and was opposed with an obstinacy 
which, inthe language of the orientals, had been seldom exhibited to 
the vaulted expanse of heaven. The just punishment of ingratitude 
was, however, at last, once more signally exemplified in the total defeat 
of Bahlim ; who, with the whole of his ten sons, plunging in the preci- 
pitation of their flight, into a marsh-pit, or quagmire, they were, withal! 
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that accompanied them, entirely swallowed up, not avestigeoftliehorge A. H. 54S-4T. 
or his rider being ever discovered. Having thus successfully vindi- A.P. 1150-5 2. 
cated his authority, Behram Shah, leaving the territory of the Punjaub Ferishtah. 
to the care of Salaur Husseyne, returned to enjoy the fruits of his vic- 
tory, in the bosom of his capital. 

Unfortunately conceiving, towards the close of his reign, some cir- 
cumstanceofdispleasureagainstKutbuddeinMahommed Ghoury, who 
appears to have been his son in law, the Shltan caused him to be put 
to death. On which, to avenge the injury, Seyf-ud-dein SiSry the bro- 
ther of the deceased, immediately marched an army to the attack of 
Gheznin ; while Behram Shah considering himself, it seems, unequal 
to the defence of his capital, abandoned it to the invader, and withdrew 
to Kermaun ; not the well known province of that name, but a city 
standing mid-way between Gheznin and the Indian territory, in pos- 
session of the Afghans; who, from its situation among the hills, and the 
nature of the country unfavorable to the operations of cavalry, had 
made it their principal abode. Seyf-ud-dein entered Gheznin with- 
out resistance, and relying on the tractable temper of the inhabitants, 
ventured to send back his brother Alla-ud-dein, with most of his ex- 
perienced commanders, and the greater part of his army, to their na- 
tive country. But although he continued to conduct himself with 
uniform moderation towards the citizens, and no sort of disposition to 
oppress or ill-treat them, had been in any instance evinced on the part 
of his follow ers, the people of Gheznin, wdth every outward demon- 
stration of attachment tothegovernmentofSeyf-ud-dein, still cherished 
a desire for the return of their legitimate sovereign; with whom it was 
not difficult, privately, to open a correspondence. 

Acx;ordingly when wdnter set in, and the drifting snows had com- 
pletely intercepted the communication through the mountains of 
G hour, Behram Shah at the head of a considerable body of Afghans, and 
Khiljies, and other uncivilized tribes of the desert, appeared in the 
neighborhood of Gheznin. When there remained, however, a distance 
of not more than tw'O or three farsangs between him and his capital, 
Seyf-ud-dein received intelligence of his approach ; and, confiding to 
their hollow professions of attachment, entered into consultation with 
the men of Gheznin, whether he should abide the issue of a conflict 
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A. H. 84S-47. with his adversary, or withdraw towards Ghour, The people ofGhez- 
A. D. 1150-52. stedfast to their hypocritical design, and forgetful of their obli. 

Ferisbtah. o-ation as honest counsellors, at the moment they were determined to 
betray him, urged the unwary prince by every consideration to give 
battle to the Shah. Seyf-ud-dein, adds Ferishtah, like Moutummen,* 
betrayed by those whose counsels were actuated by an attachment 
to the interests of the enemy, quitted Gheznin accordingly; and at the 
head of the inhabitants, accompanied by a slender guard of Ghouri- 
ans, drew out to oppose the further advance of Sultan Behram, But 
before he had been yet permitted to put forth those proofs of military 
skill and exertion, w Inch might have been apprehended from his for- 
mer fame, the men of Gheznin seized his person, and perfidiously de- 
livered him up to his mortal enemy. 

Thus unexpectedlybetrayed, Seyf-ud-dein wasnow mounted, by the 
instructionsofSultan Behram, with hisface blackened, on a halfstarved 
and disabled bullock ; and in that state he w^as paraded throuo-h the streets 
of Gheznin, exposed to the mockery and derision of the women and 
children, and of the white-beards of the w'hole city ; who followed in 
the train, to insult and upbraid him with their abusive and opprobrious 
clamours. He was then put to death with every species of ignominy 
and torture, that the most inveterate cruelty could put in practice, and 
hishead was ultimately taken off and transmitted to Sultan Sunjur; while 
Seyud Mudjid-ud-dein who had officiated as prime minister, was ei- 
ther impaled, or suspended to a gibbet. 

Burning wdth indignation, at the horrible intelligence which reached 
him of his brother’s fate, Alla-ud-dein IlusseyncSury determined oa 
immediate vengeance; and, for that purpose marched shortly afterwards, 
with an array long inured to the conflicts of death, towards Gheznin: 
while Behram Shah, on his part, on information of his approach, as- 
sembled his troops, and proceeded from his capital with equal reso- 
lution and diligence, to give him battle. He dispatched, however, in 
the first instance, an agent to Alla-ud- dein, to warn him of the fearful 
consequences of his rash, and unprofitable design ; to admonish him, 
before it was yet too late, to recede from his vindictive projects ; for 
* Adverting to the transacUons iu which that prince was engaged with his brother Ameicu 
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that the hardy warriors, the iron-hodied elephants, which he had pre- A. H. 549-47» 
pared to crush him, were thousands in number — To beware therefore, by A. D> li50~5 a* 
committing his fate to a conflict so dreadful, of bringing, at one blowt ^erisliialu 
inevitable destruction upon his whole race^ By Alla-ud dein it was 
announced to him, in repl}^ that the recent act of barbarous cruelty of 
w hich he was the author, was a manifest presage, on the contrary, of 
the impending downfal of the Gheznuian monarchy ; that when the 
monarch of a civilized nation led his armies against the territory of a 
neighboring state, though the consequences might be often destructive 
to many valuable and innocent individuals, yet, they w'ere nev’^er ac- 
companied by those circumstances of barbarous cruelty and insult, 
which had disgraced hisconduct towards the unfortunate Seyf-ud-dein. 

‘‘Doubt not” concluded the Ghourian, “ that providence, in its just 
“ retribution, and as a conspicuous and fearful example to the wmrhb 

wiW crown my hopes of revenge with victory. Let not Behram Shah 
^‘repose too securely on the vaunted strength of his elephants — For 
“ though he have his elephants, have I not my w arlike, and invinci- 
“ ble Khermeils” ? adverting to two brothers of that name, the elder 
and the younger, distin 2 :uished, among the Ameirs of Alla-ud-deiiTs 
army, for their martial prow ess and superior strength. 

I'he annunciation of this reply is said, at all events, to have commu- 
nicated an unfavorable impression to the mind of Behram Shah, al- 
though he contrived to conceal his uneasiness from the observation of 
his followers ; and the armies continuing to approach, a battle became 
at length, no longer avoidable. In the course of the action, the elder, 
or greater Ivhermeil rushed into the conflict, \vith the impetuous fury 
olthe animal he was about to assail, and singling out one of the Shah’s 
largest and nol)lest elephants, buried his dagger in its bow^els ; the 
animal sunk down upon its assailant, and both immediately perished 
together. The younger Ivhermeil, more fortunate, killed his elephant, 
and escaped wutliout injury. 

In effect the other elephants are stated upon this, like a Imrd of ox en 
or buifaloes, to have fled terror-stricken through the field ; and Alla- 
iid-dein Hussey ue, with his Ameirs, in a determined and violent effort 
directed towards the person of Behram Shah, already half subdued !>y 
superstitious tcrrorSjgaveto-theGliezniansadrcatuulcxperieuceoftlieir 
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A. H. 647, agility and adroitness in the work of death, Doulut Shah the son of 
A. D 1152, Shah, the lieutenant general of his father’s armies, a brave and 

Fenshtah. gjjijfuj soldier, had long since fallen in the conflict ; and the wretched 
parent bereaved of heart and hand, now fled from the field of battle, 
directing his flight towards the Indus : but unable to survive the loss 
ofhisson, in addition to his other misfortunes, he became soon after- 
wards the victim of his sorrows. He died, after a diversified reign of 
five and thirty years, in the five hundred and forty seventh of the Hid- 
jerah. 

Khossrou Shah the son of Behram Shah, fourteenth of the race 
of Sebekteggin, and sixteenth of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Notwithstanding the above relation itisnow asserted, as given on the 
testimony of the best established history, that Behram Shah dying at 
Gheznin, his son Khossrou Shah was raised, by the united concurrence 
of the nobles, to the throne of bis ancestors. But intelligence, at the 
same period, successively arriving of the approach of Alla-ud-dein 
Husseyne, thenew monarch with hiscourt and the whole ofhis family, 
immediately withdrew bej ond the Indus, and fixed his residence at 
Lahour. The Ghourian then entered Gheznin, causing it to be pub- 
KhossbovShah, licly announced, to the forsaken and unfortunate inhabitants, that they 
Mchs'of^Ghe!^n means to consider themselves therefore exempted from the 

destiny of a city captured by assault — The accumulated horrors of pil- 
lage, massacre, and desolation. For the space of seven days, accord- 
ingly, nothing was omitted on the part of the revengeful conqueror, to 
make that unhappy city experience through all its quarters, ev^ery cir- 
cumstance of outrage, that could be dictated by the most furious and 
malignant passions. The Ghourian had been moreover apprized, that 
when Seyf-ud-dein was so ignominiously exposed through their streets, 
. the women of Gheznin had been particularly active in railing at, and 

insulting the unfortunate captive, to the sound of their cymbals and 
tabrets ; he therefore condemned great numbers of them to atone with 


their lives for that imprudent exhibition of female malignity. Having 
rendered himselfmemorable by this conspicuous exampleof vengeance, 
Alla ud-deinquitted Gheznin, and withdrew towards his native country; 
marking his route by burning and demolishing every structure, within 
his reach, that might in any shape have belonged to the race of Sebek* 
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feggin ; whence he derived the appellation of All^-ud-dein jahaun- A. H. 547-8. 
souz — the conflagrator. In retaliation for the death of Seyud Mudjid- A. D. 1 152-5 8. 
ud-dein his brother’s minister, he caused a number of the Seyuds of 
Glieznin to be conducted to Feyrouzkoh, each with a bag of earth 
suspended to his neck ; where on their arrival they were all beheaded, 
and the earth of which they had been the bearers, being mixed up into 
mortar with their blood, was applied to construct the towers of the 
castle of that place. 

Relying on the assistance of Sult9,n Sunjur the Seljukian, Khossrou 
Shah hastened, on the departure of Alla-ud-dein, at the headof a power- 
ful army from Labour for the purpose of recovering his capital. 

Sultan Sunjur having been, however, about this period, defeated and 
taken by the Ghozzian Turkmauns, and the latter advancing with 
considerable expedition towards Gheznin, Khossrou Shah declined a 
contestwith those barbarians, and returned to Labour. TheGhozzians 
continued in possession of Gheznin for two* .years afterwards, when 
it was wrested from them by some of the Ghourian princes; from whom, 
at the expiration of a further interval, not exactly stated, it was again 
taken by Khossrou Melek, of whom hereafter. 

From other authorities it would however, it seems, appear that when 
Khossrou Shah fled into the territory eastwardof the Indus, from the 
dreaded vengeance of Alla-ud-dein jahansouz, the Ghourian proceeded 
to add to his other conquests those of Tikken, or perhaps Bikkenabad, 

Gurrumseyr, and Kandahaur; which leaving to the management of his 
nephew Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein INIahommed, he withdrew as for- 
merly into Ghour. But Khossrou Shah returning with aformidable army 
from the Punjaub, for the purpose of repossessing himself of Gheznin, 
he received from Alla-ud-dein overtures towards a treaty of peace; in 
which it was proposed that the city and castle of Bikkenabad should 
be ceded to the Ghourian, and that the Shah should be satisfied with 
the restoration of his capital. These terms being peremptorily re- 
jected by Khossrou, Alla-ud-dein is stated to have conveyed to him a 
stanza of four lines to the following effect. “ That vengeance of which 
“ the foundation was laid by thy father — hath already wrought suffi* 

* The manuscript in my possession shews ten years. 
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ft, H, 655-80. “ cient mischief among the nations of the earth—- Beware 1 lest fhr the 
A. D. ii<>0-84. n g^ngle paltry district of Bikkenabad, thou give the entire of the 
lerishtah. n gjjjpJre gf Mahmud to the winds of heaven.” Khossrou had been 
encouraged to reject these proposals by his reliance on the support of 
Sultan Sunjur, as above related; but becoming unexpectedly apprized 
of the irretrievable misfortune which had befallen that prince, he wes 
again compelled to retire to Labour; where, aftera precarious and turbe- 
lent reign of seven years, he ultimately died, in the five hundred and 
fifty-fifth* of the Ilidjerah. 

Khossrou Melek the son of Khossrou Shah fifteenth of the race 
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of Sebekteggin, seventeenth and last of the monarchs of Gheznin. 

Succeeding to the sovereign power on the death of his father at 
Labour, this prince is represented to have signally augmented the splen- 
dor of that metropolis, by several memorable proofs ofajust and bene- 
volent spirit. For some time he contrived to secure to his authority, the 
whole of the countries which had been subjugated eastward of the 
Indus, by his predecessors, the Sultans Ibrauhim, and Behram Shah. 
But Shahaub-ud-dein Mahommedthe Ghourian, the nephew of Alla- 
ud-dein, not satisfied with his acquisition of the metropolis of his an- 
cestors, now extended his ambitious views to bereave him of his re- 
remaining dominions in Hindustaun. Having previously reduced 
Paishawer, the country of the Afghans, Multaun, and Sind, he at 
length appeared, in the five hundred and seventy sixthof the Hidlerah,t 
under the walls of Labour. Unable to contend with the invader in 
the field of battle, K-hossrou Melek withdrew into the citv; but by 
the delivery of his inthnt son M^lek Shah as an hostage, together with 
his best and finest elephants, into the hands of his besieger, he suc- 
ceeded in redeeming himself from present subjugation ; the Ghourian 
consenting to return this time to Gheznin short of his object. 

Fonrvears afterwards however, namely, in the five hundred and 
eightieth of the Ilidjerah, + Siiltan Shahaub-ud-dc>in resumed his hos- 
tile designs, and appeared a second time before the walls of Labour 
Khossrou Melek securing himself, as formerlv, within the fortification's 
»f the town. But as the reduction of this celebrated city appears t» 
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'have beep an enterprfze 9 tiU beyond his means to accomplish, the 
Ghourian was compelled once more to abandon it ; and he proceeded 
to erect the fortress of Siaulkote, about sixty miles to the northward 
of Labour, and twenty to the eastward of Rotas on the Behat ; possibly 
to over-awe the capital of the Punjaub, and to secure his own access 
whenever he found it convenient to resume hisproject. Then confiding 
the defence of the new fortress to one of his bravest officers, he returned 
to Gheznin. Siaulkote was invested, immediately on the departure of 
Shahaub-ud-dein, by Khossrou Melek assisted by a body of Goggers, 
Kahkares, or Gickers, but without success. 

In the mean time convinced, by repeated failure, that all attempts 
to reduce Labour by open force w ould be in vain, Sliahaub-ud-dein 
determined at last on having recourse to stratagem, for the attainment 
of his ends. For this purpose, affecting to have laid aside all further 
views of his hostility towards Khossrou M61ek, he proceeded in the 
five hundred and eighty second of the Hidjerah,* to equip his hostage 
Melek Shah, now about ten years of age, with all things suitable to 
his birth, and dismissed him to pay a visit to his father at Labour, in 
charge of certain of his officers, in whose discretion he could with con- 
fidence repose. These he privately instructed to excite and encourage 
in the young prince a propensity for drinking: to employ every device 
in their power to retard his journey ; and for that purpose to make 
as many halts as possible during their progress. Delighted beyond 
measure at the intelligence w hich was conveyed to him, of the ap- 
proaching interview with hislong absent child, Khossrou Mfelek in the 
contemplation of that single object, abandoned his usual circumspec- 
tion ; and reposing a blind confidence in the pacific and friendly views 
of the Ghourian, entirely resigned himself to a scene of mirth and fes- 
tivity. “ In that throne and state,” observes the author, quoting a 
saying of the Persians, “ there must arise confusion and sorrow — ^where 
“ the foresight of the prince is inferior to that of the shepherd for his 
“ flock.” Thus while the young M^lek Shah was prosecuting his 
journey, Shahaub-ud-dein suddenly quitted Gheznin at the head of 
twenty tlrousand cavalry lightly equipped, and furnished with one or 
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gA. H. 502 . two sparehorses each forexpedition ; and proceodingby a circuitous route 

A . D. 1186. and forced marches, appeared unexpectedly in sightof Labour ; when, 
Feri&btuh. earlyone morning, the wretched Khossrou Melek awoke from his deli- 
rium of security, to behold the opposite banks of the Rauvy swarming 
withthe menacing squadrons of the adversary. The unhappy monarch 
deprived of all resource, in terms sufficiently abject, besought the 
mercy, and proceeded to the presence of his betrayer : and thus, about 
thefive hundred and eighty second of the Hidjerah, without the slight- 
est resistance, without a single struggle, the city of Labour, however 
strongly fortified, submitted to Shahaub-ud-dcin ; and the empire of 
Sebekteggin, after it had subsisted altogether fora period of two hundred 
and seventeen lunar, or two hundred and eleven solar years, was finally 
transferred to the dinasty of the Ghourians. 

At the hazard ofits being already before the public from the deline- 
ation of a far abler pen, this sketch of the subversion of the empire of 
Gheznin, or Ghezny, has been almost literally translated from Ferish- 
tah ; that which we derive from the author of the Kliolaussut-ul- 
akhbaur, being too meagre and defective to be presented, with any 
justice, to the English reader. 

Our abridgement must now be employed to furnish some account of 
Of t!.- Fiitimite the I.ssniauzlian, or Fatimlte sovereigns, whose authority extended for 
KlialifsofEgjpt. a considerable period over Egypt, and the region of Africa immediately 
west of that celebrated province. 

A. H. 290. The first of this race who assumed the sov'ereign power, is stated to 
A. D. 908. ]jgg„ Abul Kaussem Mahommed the son of Abdullah, who bore 

Klioliiiissut- j-jjg jjjjg of yiehedy? represented by some of the Issinauilian Schis. 

matics, as well as by many of the more orthodox Sunnihs, as adescend- 
ant fromlssmauil theeldest son of .lauffer-us-saudek, tliesocf/i Imaum, 

, X’ Abbas have how'ever stigmatized with malediction this 

Mehedy 1st of assumed extraction of Mehedy ; and other Mosslems appear to have 
Oiatiace, considered him as of the stock of Abdullah, the son of Salem thelEas- 

sorite. The Issinauilians, nevertlieless, persist in raaiutainino- that 
the Mehedy of history, and of tradition, strictly refers to the subject 
of this article ; and moreover appeal to a prediction of the Arabian 
prophet imi>orliim ’liat, at the close of the third ceiiturv, (of the llid- 
“ jerah) a sun, or great luminary, should arise in the w^estern parts of 



file "world alleging that thesim in this prediction figuratively applies 
to Mahomtned the son of Abdullah, the Fatimite. Be that however 
asit may,this Abul KaussemMAHOMMEo Mehedy revoltingin Africa, 
under the reign of the Khalif Muktedder, in the two hundred and 
ninety-sixth of the Hidjerah, subdued to bis power the greater part 
of the territory on the southern shore of the Mediterranean, westward 
of Egypt; and having reigned with considerable splendor for a period 
of six and twenty years, he died in the three hundred and twenty 
second of the Hidjerah,* at the age of sixty two. 

Ul Kaeim B’imr Illah Ahmed the son of Mahomtned, second of 
the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

This prince was the legitimate successor to his father’s power: but 
towards the close of his reign, a school master of the name of Abu 
Yezzeidrevoltingagainst hisauthority, andbeing joinedby a multitude 
of the turbulent and disatfected, he was defeated in battle, and com- 
pelled to shut himself up in the fortress of Mehediah, on the sea coast 
eastward of Kairwan. There he was besieged by the insurgents, and 
in that situation, dying in the course of the three hundred and thirty 
fourth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of twelve years, he left a will by 
which his surviving son was nominated to succeed. 

Ul ]Munsur-be-kuwut-Ullah Issmauil the son of Ul Kaeim, third 
of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Artfully concealing the death of his father this prince, on succeeding 
to the sovereign authority, with equal gallantrv and skill attacked and 
defeated his besiegers ; and detaching some of his bravest soldiers in 
pursuit of Abu Yczzcid, the rebel was soon taken and brought to his 
presence. The punishment allotted to the unfortunate pedagogue 
was rather a singular one ; he was confined to an iron cage, with an 
ape for his companion ; and having been in that manner exposed tor 
several day^s, he was ultimately consigned to the sword ot the execu- 
tioner. 

Ul ISIunsur, m the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjerah, 
quitted tiiis abode of pride and folly at the age of thirty nine, and after 
au apparently successful reign of seven years. 
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A. H. a4i-fii. Ul-M^ezz-ud-dein Ullah Aau temeim the son of Munsfir, fourth 
A. D- 9r>3-72. of the Issmauiliau Klialifs, assumed the sovereign authority in the 
Kholaussut- month of Shavaul* of the three hundred and forty first of the Hidjerab, 
ul-aklibaur. became a monarch of great power and renown ; having in the pro- 
cess of time subjugated to his dominion many of the African provinces, 
westward of Egypt, which bad hitherto successfully resisted the arms 
of his predecessors. 

On the death of K^fiir Ekhshid who held the government of Egypt, 
under the authority of the house of Abbas, the province being about 
the same period afflicted by a dreadful famine, U1 Muezz-ud-dein 
availed himself of the opportunity to dispatch one of bis generals of 
the name of Jauher Khaudem, at the head of a great army, and accom- 
panied with an abundant supply of provisions, to take possession of the 
■Ui Mvezzud country. This able commander, wlio was not iiuprobably an eunuch, 
Kh*Ui*' of accomplished the reduction of that important province some time in 
Egypt. the three hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerab, f (while the Khahf 

Muteia swayed the sceptre of the Ahbassides;) and pitching his tents 
in the centre of the Egyptian metropolis, proceeded to distribute to the 
famished inhabitants theabundant stores which hehad brought for their 
relief. In the course of the same year, and in conformity with the 
instructions of his master, he laid the foundation of a new city, de- 
scribed to be situated midway between Fostaut, and Misser, and Eyne- 
us-shuras, and to which, in honor of his sovereign, he gave the name of 
Kaherah Muezziah; the same that under the more corrupt appellation of 
Cairo, and under multiplied vicissitudes, has continued to this day the 
metropolis of the province. The talents of Jauher were next employed 
F in the reduction of Alexandria, and finally of Syria, and even Hejauz; 

1 each of which provinces he is said to have added to the dominions of 

the Issmauilian, gracing the Khotbah and Sikkah throughout the 
whole, with the name of ET Muezz-ud-dein-Ullah. 

Some years afterwards, namely, in the three hundred and sixty-first 
of the Hidjerab, Muezz-ud-dein quitted his former residence in Africa, 
and removed to the new city of Kaherah, which he now declared the 
joetropolis of his dominions ; and having reigned with distinguished 
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justice, for a period of three and twejity years, and five months, he 
there terminated his mortal career, on Friday the nineteenth of the lat- 
ter Rebbeia, of the three hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah. 

U1 Azziz B’lllah Abu Munsilr Nezzaur the son of U1 Mfiezz ud- 
dein, fifth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

This prince succeeded to the throne of the Egyptian Khalifs immedi- 
atelyon thedeathofhis father; anditisstated as asingular circumstance, 
that among those who pledged allegiance to him on the occasion, were 
his own uncle Heyder, Abul Feraut the uncle of his father, and an 
uncle of his grandfather; which, it seems, occurred to no other mon- 
arch in Islam, but himself and Harunrashid. He proved a mild, 
benevolent, and virtuous prince; and having reigned in great prosperity 
and splendor for the space of one and twenty years, he died in Ram- 
zaun of the three hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah,* the forty 
second of his age. 

U1 Hakem biinmer-Ullah Abu Ally Muxsur the son ofUl Azziz, 
sixth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, was born at Cairo, and the first of 
his race who was a native of that city. During the reign of F"1 
Hakem, we are informed that a person professing to be a descendant 
fromllashaumthesonofAbdulmelek headed an insnrrectionagainst the 
authority of the Issmauilians ; but falling, after repeated conflicts, 
into the hands of the ruling power, he was by the direction of U1 
Hakem, mounted on a camel, with his legs bound, and a red cap on 
his head ; while a monkey seated behind him, kepteverand anon, strik- 
ing him on the neck and shoulders with his paws. When the people 
proceeded however at the close of the ceremony, to dismount him 
from the back of the camel, it was found that, either through shame or 
apprehension, the unfortunate culprit was become a lifeless corpse. 

About the twelfth year of the reign of Ul Hakem, such is described 
to have been the profound tranquillity which prevailed throughout 
Egypt, that he forbad the gates of Cairo to be shut at night, as had been 
previously the practice in times of the greatest security ; while the 
inhabitants were directed to continue their shops and warehouses open. 
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A. H. 398. as in the day time, keeping lighted flambeaus at the head of evel^ 
A. D. 1008. street ; and in these circumstances the citizens continued to croud the 
Kholaubsut- market places throughout the night, while the monarch with his courti- 
ers paraded the streets, accessible to the conversation of all whomightbe 
disposed to address him. On the authority of the Tarikh guzeidah it is 
however stated that in every period of his government, it was the prac- 
tice of U1 Hakem to traverse the streets of his capital in the manner 
just described ; that on such occasions he usually appeared riding on 
an ass, without the slightest circumstance of pomp or ceremony; profes- 
sing that, like Moses on mount Sinai, he was going to perform his de- 
votions in the presence of God. And finally that such was the zeal with 
which he exerted himself to enforce the rigid observance of the law, 
that he caused all the gardens and vineyards, in the vicinity of Cairo to 
be destroyed, when he found that the people were not to be otherwise 
restrained from the use of wine, and inebriating liquors. Another point 
which he moreover appears to have been singularly studious to accom- 
plish, was to check that unrestrained intercourse between women, 
which he might have conceived eminently prejudicial to female purity, 
and domestic happiness, as conducted in the East ; and for this purpose 
be prohibited throughout his capital the making of women’s shoes, or 
bu?jkins. 

At the same time, while he scrutinized with such rigid severity the 
irregularities of the public, he is accused of being perfectly indul- 
gent towards the private vices and debaucheries of his own familj^ 
and domestics, which he appears to have thought it but little ex- 
pedient to investigate. Elence, when he had continued to conduct 
his government in this manner for about seven years, the inhabitants 
of Cairo proceeded to dress up the effigies of a woman, which, with a 
paper in its hand they contrived to plant in the way of Ul Hakem, in 
his usual progress through the streets. Observing thescroll,the monarch 
hastened to seize and peruse it, and was not a little enraged to find 
that it contained a severe and abusive libel on himself and liis prede- 
cessors r and in the paroxysm of his fury he gave orders for a general 
pillage of his own capital, which terminated in the immediate destruc- 
tion oi one half ot that unfortunate city. 
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Towards the conclusion ofhis reign, conceiving, however, asuspicion 
that a libidinous intercourse was carrying on between his own sister, 
und the general of his army, UT Hakem sought an opportunity of put- 
ting them both to death. But the general becoming apprized of his 
design, determined to avert the danger by entering into an immediate 
conspiracy against the life of its author ; which, in the course of the 
four hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, he carried into successful 
execution. 

Accordingto thestatementsoftheRonzut-us-sufia,thedestruction of 
U1 Hakem w-as accomplished in the following manner. It was usual 
with him, it seems, to ride out every evening on his ass, to make a circuit 
of the neighboring range of hills which overlooks the city of Cairo ; 
and professing to have attained to singular skill in astrology, he had 
been frequently known to assert, that if, by a particular night which he 
named,^ no mischief occurred to assail him, he had precisely calculated 
that he was destined to outlive the age of four-score. On the evening 
which had been thus previously indicated, he was proceeding to take 
his usual ride, when his mother interposed with the most anxious 
in treaties that, for that night, he would not leave his palace. For a short 
time the prince gave way to the importunities of maternal affection ; 
but urged by an impulse which he could neither resist, nor account for, 
he became afterwards impatient ; and he declared to his mother, that 
if she did not permit him to procred on his usual excursion, he was 
verily persuaded that his soul would immediately quit her frail enclo- 
sure. On this he left the palace, with the determination not unfre- 
quent with resolute minds, to brave his destiny. On his arrival at the 
foot of the hill, the conspirators who lay in ambush for his life, rushed 
upon, and easily dispatched him, in the sixty first year of his age, the 
twenty-fifth of his reign. 

Ul-Zauhir-ud-deix-ullah Abul Hussun Ally the son of U1 
Hakem, seventh of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Having succeeded, wdththe concurrence of the distinguished classes 
of the inhabitants of U1 Kaherah, to the throne of Egypt on the assas- 
sination of his father, U1 Zauhir availed himself of the earliest oppor- 
tunity, after the effectual establishment of his power, to dispatch his 

2 X 


A. H. 411, 
A. D. 1020. 

Kholdusaut- 

ui-akhbaur. 


Ul Zahhir 
Vllth of ihe 
Khalifs of 

gjpt. 


VOL. II. 


sn 


A. H. 4ii-87. libidinous aunt, with her suspected paramour, to the abode where ati 
A. D- 1020-94. things are forgotten. 

Ktiolaussiit- After an apparently prosperous reign of sixteen years, U1 Zauhir 
al-akLbaur. of adropsical complaint, at the premature age of three and thirty, 

in the four hundred and twenty seventh of the Hidjerah ;* leaving, like 
his grandsire U1 Azziz, a character distinguished for every virtue tha* 
could secure for his memory the love and veneration of mankind. 

Ul MustanserB’Illah Abu Tenieim Saud tbeson of U1 Zaubir, 
eighth of the Issmauilian Ivhalifs, succeeded to the authority of his 
ancestors, when a minor of seven years of age. 

Of the numerous events, which must have distinguished the unusu- 
ally protracted reign of this prince, there are but two which seem to 
have fixed the attention of our abbreviator; the first, the appearance in 
Egypt, in the four hundred and forty-sixth of the Hidjerah, f the nine- 
Ul Mustanser te^nth of Mustanser, of a star of extraordinary magnitude and brilli- 
Vlllth of the Klia- ancy, which continued for a long time to diffuse its beams with sur- 
litsot Lgypt. prising lustre over the cityof Kaherab. Thisportended, or at allevents, 
Avas followed, by a dreadful scarcity ; during which vast numbers of the 
inhabitants daily perished from hunger and want of food. The next 
was a tremendous earthquake which, on the twelfth day of Rudjub of 
the year four hundred and sixty, + shook the city of Kaherab, and the 
whole land of Egypt, with such singular and astonishing violence, that 
the very fish in the w'aters of the Nile became sensible of its effects. 
The mind of Mustanser Avas at thesame time so powerfully wrought upon 
by the awful concussion, that, in order to allay the disquietude which 
bad seized the hearts of his subjects, he found it expedient to make a 
distribution of his property among the poor, to an incalculable amount. 

The death of El Mustanser took place in the four hundred and eighty 
seventh § of the Hidjerah, Avhen he had swayed the sceptre of Egvpt 
for a period of sixty lunar years ; a duration which does not appear to 
have been allotted to the reign of any of the monarchs of Islam, either 
before or after him. 

Mustanser had originally vested the succession in his eldest son 
Nezzaur, with the title of Mustaufa-ud-dcin Ellah ; but unhappily 
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tel:i'ng offence at some circumstance in the conduct of that prince, he A. H, 437-95. 
Subsequently ordained that he should have no sort of concern with the A. I>. i094- iioi. 
Khelaufut; which he then transferred to the younger brother U1 Mus- Klwlaussut- 
taully B’illah Ahmed. Hence arose, on the death of Mustanser, an 
inveterate Schism among the Issmauilians ; one party adhering, in 
Conformity with the fundamental principle of the Sect •j* to the original 
choice, and contending for the Iraaumut of Nezzaur, for whom they 
accordingly claimed the allegiance of the people. Of this was the 
Celebrated Hussun, or Hassan S&bah : while the otberparty contended 
more successfully for the claims of Ahmed. 

Ut, Mustauli.y B'Illah Abul Kaussem AhbcIid tlie son of Ul 
Mustanser, ninth of the Issmauilian Khalifo. 

As soon as he conceived himself in secure possession of the throne, 

the first views of this prince were directed to obviate the claims of his 

brother ; who declining the contest, fled for the present to Alexandria. „ ,, 

y . , Ul Mustauiay, 

The governor of that city, a slave of his father's, gave him however the ixthoftheKhalife 
most distinguished reception, and immediately acknowledged him as of Egypt, 
the legitimate successor to the dominions of his family. But a pow- 
erful force being employed to support the authority of U1 Mustaully, 
the governor of Alexandria was taken in battle, and put to death ; and 
N ezzaur becoming also the prisoner of the victorious party, was conveyed 
with his two sons to the metropolis, and confined by his more fortunate 
brother to the castle of Cairo, where he died. 

Ul Mftstaully now continued to sway the sceptre of Egypt without 
a competitor, until the four hundred and ninety-fifth of the Hidjerah,-^’ 
when at the early age of eight and twenty, he also died, after a reign 
of seven years and two months., 

Ul Amyr B’Ehkaum Ullah Abfi Ally Munsur the son of UI 
Mustaully, tenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, succeeded to the tlirone Ci. Amyh, Xtb 
of Egypt, being at this period only five years of age. The government 
Was however administered in his behalf, with sufficient ability, by 
Fazzel, the son of the Ameir-ul-Jeyush, or lieutenant general of tire 

* The permaueiit right of primogeniture, as violated ia the instance of their Imauia 
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tA. D.llOl. 

^ T 2 


324 

A. H. 495 - 524 . forces ; perhaps the same formerly mentioned as the destroyer of Ul 
A. D. lioi-ao, Hakem. 

KhoiHussut- During the reign of Ui Amyr, Hussun S^bah and the Nezzaurians 
Ul-akhbaur. become extremely formidable by the seizure of the fortresses of 

Rudbaur, and the territory of the Kohestaun ; but much more so by 
the atrocious methods, which they pursued to avenge themselves on 
their enemies. Among the victims, and perhaps one of the earliest* 
that perished by the knives of these dangerous and sanguinary fanatics* 
was Ul Amyr himself; who expired on the fourth of Zilkaudah, of the 
five hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in consequence of a 
mortal wound inflicted on his person, by one of the zealots attached 
to that detested schism ; in the thirty fifth year of his age, and the 
twenty ninth of his reign. 

ULllAfEz-UD-DEiN-UnnAH Abu Meymun Abdul Hamid, theson of 
Mustanser, eleventh of the Issinauilian Khalifs, assumed, on the death of 
liis nephew, the sovereign power; the principal nobility entirely con- 
curring in his elevation. His first Vezzeir, Ahmed the son of Fazzel, 
being early assassinated, by one of the disciples of ilussun Sabah, a 
second was appointed to succeed him, and shared the same fate. On 
Ul Haffz, this, Ul Hafez resolved to confer the Vizzaurut on his own son Ilus- 
sun. The thirst after human blood, which polluted the mind of this 
prince was however so excessive, (not less than forty of the most di.s- 
tinguishcd Amcirs having been put to death by him, in the course of 
a single night) that his father, becoming terrified as to the conse- 
quences of a disposition so sanuninaiy, laid a design to destroy iiim: 
but the plot being discovered to Ilussun, he contrived to cut otV me 
whole of those employed' to carry it into execution. Tlie surviving 
A meirs, with a considerable part of the armv, now united in decliring 
to 11 liafez,that ifthe princevvasiiotimiii' diatelydelivemd up to th.mi, 
th ir vengeance would bedirected against himstlr. And thuscompciled 
to di'vise some further and more etfectual i xpedient to appease their 
indignation, the monarch discovered at last an instrusiient tor nis pur- 
pose, in a Jewish physeian ; who administered to tlie obnoxious prince, 
a drauglit which soon dispatched him to the sepaichre of his iathers. 
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"U1 after a reign of twenty years, and at the advanced age of A, H. 544-55. 

eighty, died in the latter Juramaudy, of the five hundred and forty- A. i uo « o. 
fourth of the Hidjerah.* Kholaussut- 

UlZauffer B'illah AbuMunsurMAHOMMED thesonofUIHafez, 
twelfth of the Issmauilian Khalifs, with the united concurrence of the 
Egyptian Ameirs, immediately succeeded to the throne of his fathers ; 
but forming a licentious attachment for the son of his Vezzeir x\bbas, 
ayouthof the name of Nasser, his time became devoted to the society 
of this minionofhis pleasures, Proceediughoweveratlast, toendovv him 
with some very considerable tei'ritorialacquisition,the citizens ofCairo, 
who contemplated with disgust the ignominious intercourse between Ul ^^auffer, 
the monarch and his favorite, sarcastically observed, that the dower of of Egypt, 

Nasser was surely estimated at a price too low I which exciting the 
honorable indignation of the Vezzeir, he determined to expunge the 
stigma w ith the blood of his unworthy sovereign. For this purpose, 
having concealed a party for the execution of his design, he invited the 
unsuspecting monarch to an entertainment at his palace; where, in 
the five hundred and forty ninth of the Hidjerahf after a reign of some- 
thing more than five years, they introduced him, with their swords 
and poniards, to the final repast of death, 

Ul Faeiz Be-Nussyr Ullah Abul Kaussem Eissa, the son of 
U1 Zautfer, thirteenth of the Issmauilian Khalifs. 

Thisprince, notw ithstandingthe adverse circumstances whichmight 
appear to oppose his elevation, succeeded in establishinghimselfon the paftz XITItli 
throne of Egypt, immediately on the assassination ofiiisfather;and having of the Elialus of 
bestowed theappointinent of Vezzeir on Mcl-’k Salah, his views were 
early directed to seize the person of the late minister. Ab!>as con- 
trived however to withdraw from the country, with an immense pro- 
perty ; but falling into the hands of a body of Franks, at this period in 
possession of Palestine, he was by them plundered of all he had, and J 

bound hand and foot left to perish in the desert. 

Ul Faeiz w as summoned to his account, in the month of Sulfur 
of the year five hundred and fift\ -fiv^e,'!' at the early age of twenty-one, 
and alter a, reign of six years and two months. ■■ 

♦October, A. D.114», f A.D. 4A54. J February, A, D. 1160. 


1 


A. H. 555-64. During fh^ gbfrei'ntftent of this nionarch, it is briefly stated, that 

A. D. 1160 6.U. territory of Africa on the shore of the Mediteranean, westward of Egypt, 
Kholaussuf- hence Called Mughreb,and the inhabitants MughrebinSywassubjugatedy 
by a person of the nartie of Abdul Moumen. 

Ul AtizzEi),or Audhed-ud-dein Ullah Abh AbdullahAlAHOJiMEB, 
the son of Ul Faeiz, fourteenth and kst of the Issinauilian, or Fktimite 
Khalifs of Egypt. 

Succeeding on the demise of his father, to a power now rapidly verg- 
ing to decline, this prince bears, with the ofiental narrator, the charactet 
of having been eminently distinguished for the benevolence of his man^ 
tiers, and theunbounded liberality of his disposition. But the Egyptian 
territory being exposed during his reign to a formidable invasion of the 
Franks,(under Amaury king of Jerusalem,* the son of Melisenda and 
Fulk count of Anjou) and the hearts of the natives being entirely sub- 
UtAtJzzKDlast terror, he sought for an accommodation with the invaders ; 

ofthe Khalifs of tvho consented to withdraw^ from the country on the payment of one 
Egjpt. inillion of dinaurs,t and their agents had accordingly repaired to Cairo 

to receive the money. The appearance of these obnoxious strangers 
{n-oduced, however, among the haughty Mussulman inhabitants an 
agitation so violent, that they immediately wrote,with the concurrence 
of Ul Auzzed, to demand the assistance of Nur-ud-dein Mahmud, at 
this time ruler of Syria and Damascus, and in close affinity with the 
Khalifs of the house of Abbas. A body of eighty thousand 
horse, under Assud-ud-dein SheirkohJ or Shiraco-uh, was dispatched 
by that prince with all possible expedition, to the relief of the Egypt- 
ians ; and the Franks, like forces to their hiding places, hastily fled, on 
intelligence of the approach of the Syrian general. 

Assud-ud-dein entered Kaherahon this occasion, in the latter Reb- 
beia of the five hundred and sixty fourth of the Hidjerah,§ and he was 
immediately invested with the dignity of the Vizzaurut : but dying at 
the expiration of sixty five days, that important charge was entrusted 
by Ul Auzzed, to the talents of the celebrated Sullah or Salah-ud-dein 
"Yussuf, the son of Ayfib, and nephew of the deceased general. At no 

* Vide Gibbon’s decline and fall. — Vol. XI. page 227, octavo edition. 

468,3381, 6S. tJd. at tbc lowest esdcuiation< } Mountaia- lion. § January, A. D. 1169. 
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tefy diataot period of time, Salah-ud-dehi contrived to render himself H. 56#-<Jp'. 
entire master of the government ; and he proceeded without further A.D. 1109-7 1. 


ceremony to take from the officers ofUlAuz zed’s court every remaining 
vestige of authority. The circumstance!), eing, however, communicated 


Kliolausbut- 

ui-aklibaur. 


toNur-ud-dein atDamascus, that prince immediately dispatched to de- 


mand that the Khotbah and coinage of Egypt, should be graced with 


the name and titles of Mustunzy of the house of Abb^s, the reigning 
Khalif ofBaghdad. To this, aftersome demur, and the message had been 
again repeated by the Sultan of Damascus, Salah-ud-dein, by the ad- 
vice of his principal officers, at last consented ; and the name of Mus- 
tunzy was announced, in the usual forms, from the pulpits of the 
Egyptian capital, in the month of Mohurrim of the five hundred and 
sixty seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

In the mean time, the unfortunate U 1 Auzzed lay stretched onthebed 
of sickness ; and in the course of the same week, unconscious of the 
degradation, hastened to explore the regions of a better world. And 
thus terminated the power of the lssmauilian, or Fatimite Khalifs, after 
it had subsisted for about two hundred and seventy one lunar years : 
the territory of Egypt continuing from this time, fora period of some 
duration, under the authority of Salah-ud-dein, and his descendants. 

We cannot perhaps close this chapter to greater advantage, than by 
subjoining the author’s sketch of the history of Hussun Sabah, the first 


Shaikh-ul Jubbul, or old man of the mountain, and ofhis successors ; 


whose dominion was long established in the fortresses of Rudbanr, 
and in the Kohestaun, or mountainous territory between Irak Ajem, 
and the, province of Khorassaun. 

On this subject the writer commences his narrative'by informing us, 
that Khaujah Nizam-ul-mulk of Tusse, at a subsequent period the 
distinguished minister of Alep Arslap, has stated in his Wessayai, or Oriirin of Hes- 
book of precepts, that he, and flukkeim Omar Kheyaum, and the '‘'Vx Sabah. 
profligate Ben Sabah, pursued their studies at the same time, under 
Iraaum Moufieik the Neyshapfirite ; and that on breaking up from 
the seminary, where they received their instructions, it was their prac- 
tice to retire together to a private spot ; in order to rehearse, and digest 


• September A. D.H71, 


328 


Kholaiissut- 

‘ui-akhbaur. 


A. H. 420-64. the lessons which had been last communicated to them. Omar Khe- 
A. D. 1029-71. yauju a Neyshapurian by birth. The father of Hussun Sabah, 
Ally by name, a man of principles notoriously flagitious, professed 
himself to be an Arab by extraction, of the race of Sabah the Homeirite, 
or Homyarite ; although the people of Khorassaun, and the inhabitants 
of Tusse more particularly, represented this as a gross fabrication ; 
maintaining, on the contrary, that his ancestors were nothing more 
than ordinary, or obscure peasants in the neighborhood of that city. 

Be this however as it may, Hussun Sabah took the opportunity of 
remarking to his fellow students, one day, that it was the prevailing 
opinion, that certain favorite individuals among the pupils of Imaum 
Mouffek, were destined to arrive at the nobh^st gradations of human 
prosperity. Of one thing at least he expressed theinost perfect convic, 
tion — that if this distinguished lot was reserved for any, it was for ei- 
ther of them three. He then demanded what engagements they stood 
disposed to enter into, with such a propect before them ? His associates 
both repliedthat they were willing to accedetoany terms, thathe might 
think it convenient tosuggest. On which Hussun distinctly proposed^ 
on the same grounds as if they w'ere proceeding on some commercial 
speculation, that so far from applying the ad vantages of his good fortune, 
to his own personal enjoyment, the successful individual should be en- 
gaged to share them, w ith scrupulous impartiality, w ith his two less 
fortunate associates. And to this effect a reciprocal agreement was 
accordingly drawn up betw^een them, and executed on the spot. 

In the reign of Alep Arslan of the race of Seljuk, the sameNizam- 
ul-mulk, as will be seen in its proper place, was advanced to the dig- 
nity oftheVizzaurut; and his friend HukkeimOmar,repairingtocourt, 
experienced from his old acquaintance all that could be expected 
from a conscientious regard to the stipulations betw^een them ; thefor- 
tunateVezzeir telling him, thatin conformity to their engagement, he 
had not failed to considertheappointmentto w hich hehadsucceeded,as 
an advantage in w hich they were reciprocally entitled to share ; but, in 
order that he might have an opportunity of bringing his merits under 
the observation of his sovereign, that it behoved him, in some shape 


orother, to enrol himselt in the service of the state ; and nothing should 
he wanting on his part, at a proper interval, to secure his advancement 


S2S 


to some distinguished post of confidence and respectability. With 
abundant benedictions on his head, and every expression of applause 
for his faithful and honorable adherence to his engagements, Hukkeim 
O mar declined all participation in the splendid destiny of his power- 
ful friend; professing, that the summit of hisainbition was to beallowed, 
in someretired spot, to prosecute hisphilosophical studies underthe in- 
fluence of his protection. As there was some reason to believe that 
these professions were sincere, the benevolent and distinguished minis- 
ter accjuiesced in his resolution ; and assigning for his subsitstance 
an annual pension on the revenues of Neyshapur, of twelve hundred* 
meskals* of gold, dismissed him highly gratified with his lot, 

Hussun Sabah did not, on the other hand, present himself to claim 
the recollection of his early friend, until the succeeding reign of Melek 
Shah; when he experienced from Nizam-ul-mulk a reception not less 
cordial, than the other associates of his studies ; being distinguished 
by that minister with every proof of confidence and liberality, that he 
thought suital)le to his merit, or to the claims of their long established 
friendship. The man was, however, not of a disposition to be easily 
satisfied. He embraced an opportunity of intimating to his friend, one 
day, that although he must acknowledge the extreme liberality with 
which he had treated him, yet that this was not exactly commensurate 
with the tenor of their engagements. Nizain-ul-Mulk readily as- 
sented to the justice of the remark ; freely adding, that he was not 
only entitled reciprocally to share in the dignity and lustre of office, 
but in the claims of inheritance, and every other advantage however 
derived. The minister proceeded accordingly to introduce him to the 
presence of his sovereign, and contriv^cd moreover to give so flattering 
a description of his talents and abilities, that he was speedily admitted to 
a considerable share of the royal confidence. But, the unprincipled 
profligate no sooner found access to the conversation of the monarch, 
than he perverted the advantage to the basest purposes of ingratitude. 
For coming to the knowledge of some trifling default, or inaccuracy^ 
in the accounts of the exchequer, of which his friend was at the head^ 

♦ A meskal, or motlikal, was both the name of a "old coin ; and of the weight of a diaia 
and a half. Tlie:>hekcl of the Jews might be the origin. 
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A. H. 4C-i. lie contrivcdby insuUou9anJartfiilst;iteriients thntit sliouldhe reported 

A.D. 1071. to ]\K‘lck Shah ; and that he should himself be examined on the subject 

Kliolaussut-, of the accusation. During this, by a representation full of perver- 

wl-akhbaur. gjon of facts, and ambiguities skilfully disguised, he succeeded in 
producing a degree of conviction of the guilt of his minister, in the mind 
of that prince : although far greater deficiencies were to be found in 
the accounts of former ministers, in a tenth part of the pei iod for w hicli 
Kizam-ul-mulk now demanded a scrutiny. Providence interposed, 
however, to frustrate his base designs ; for although he succeeded in 
bringing the charge under investigation, the extreme malignity of his 
motives, and his violation of the most sacred engagements were so obvi- 
ous, that at the moment he was calh d upon to specify the fallacious 
circumstances in his friend’s accounts, he was so overwhelmed with 
contempt and shame, that he found it impossible to remain any longer 
in the court of Melek Shah. 

Such at any rate is the statement furnished on the relation of Nizam, 
ul-miilk himself: the author proceeds furtiier to describe, that about 
the period at which he was thus compelled to withdraw from the court 
of Melek Shah, under circumstances so dishonoralde, and which fell 
out, it would appear, in the four hundred and sixty fourth of the llid- 
jerah, Hussun Sabah, or Sahaukh, as it is sometimes perhaps erron- 
eouslvwritten, repaired to the cit\"of iley: where falling inwith Abdul- 
melck the son of Attaush, who was employed in disseminating the 
doctrines of the Issmauilians, he apostatised from the sect of orthodox 
Imauniites, to embrace the system of those odious schismatics. From 
Rev he went to Isfahaun, and there, still pursued by his apprehensions 
of the resentment of iSIelek Shah and his AAzzeir, he concealed himself 
for some time, under the protection of a certain Reiss Abril Fazzel ; 
possiblv one of the principal magistrates. Here, in the course of con- 
versation he could not forbear observing, that with two associates, of 
minds congenial with his own, and on whose fidelity he could rely, 
he conceived it would be no ditficult matter to subvert the power of 
that Turk, alluding to Melek Shah, and his low horn winisttr. The 
Reiss, who entertained, it seems, no contcmptilile notions of his own 
sagacity, ascribed theseexpressions to approaching insanity in the mind 
©fhis guest; and took care, under that impression, to introduce at his 
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meals, that species of diet which was supposed to have the effect of 
composing, or fortifying the brain, Hussun by the strength of his un- 
derstanding soon penetrated the thonglits of his protector, and quitting 
his roof, immediately sought another asylum. At a subsequent period 
when he had made himself master of the fortress of Almowut, Abul 
Fazzel paid a visit to his old acquaintance, by whom he was accosted 
in these terms. “ With the proof before thine eyes how soon, after se- 
“ curing associates worthy of my confidence, I have succeeded in mv 
“ object, art thou now convinced whether my brain, or thine own, wa< 
“ in a state of derangement ?” 

In the mean time, Hussun Sabah, about thefour hundredand seventy 
first of the llidjerah,* proceeded to try his fortune among his fellow 
schismatics in Egypt; where he experienced from Mustanser, theFa- 
timitc Khalif, a very hospitable and liberal reception. When he had* 
howevf'r, resided in that country about a year and a half, a serious 
misunderstanding arose between him and the Ameir-ul-Jeyush,or lieu- 
t( naiitgeneral of the forces, originating in the following circumstance. 
IMustanser, as we have recently had occcasion to remark, had thought 
fit to exclude his eldest son Nezzaur from his claim to the succession, 
and to transfer it to the younger brother, Ahmed; and the lieutenant 
general had, on this point, concurred with the views of his sovereign. 
But adhering to the fundamental principle of the sect, which invaria- 
bly assorts the predominant right of primogeniture, Hussun Sabah 
proceeded to agitate the people in favor of the Imaumut of Nezzaur; 
and persisting in his designs, in defiance of the Ameir-uI-Jeyush, who 
now governed all things at discretion, that minister caused it to be an- 
nounced to him, that his residence in Egypt would for the future be 
entirely dispensed with; or might perhaps, be found extremely incon- 
venient to him. 

This intimation it was not difficult to comprehend ; and he accord- 
ingly hastened into Syria, and from thence, leading a precarious and 
wanderinglife, ultimately into Persian Irak. He continued, however, 
with unremitting activity to disseminate the doctrines of the Issmaaili- 
ans, dispersing hisemissariesamong the castlesoflludbaur, and through 
the territory of the Kohe>.taun, But his exertions appear to have been 
more particularly directed to gain over to his principles the garrison of 

^ A. D. 1078. 
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A. H. 483. the impregnable fortressof Almowut, situated in the mountainous tracf 
A. D. 1090. between Kazvein and the Caspian. His doctrines spread with consider- 
rapidity, beingembracedby great numbers ofthe people ; andwhen 
the period approached, at which he conceived that he might venture 
to unmask his ambitious designs, we are told that he took up his resi- 
dence in a town which lay within a convenient distance of the fortress, 
on w'hich he appears to have early fixed his attention. Here he af- 
fected to devote himself, for some time, to a life of abstinence and reli- 
ligious seclusion ; until indeed he saw that the greater part ofthe inha- 
bitants of Almowut had been brought to include themselves among 

the proselytes ofissmauilism ; and they were prevailed upon, one nigh t, in 

the four hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah, to introduce him 
privately into their inaccessible abode. 

The government of Almowut was, at this period, held under the 
authority of Melek Shah, by a certain Siddy Mehedy ; but the influence 
of this officer falling into total neglect, on the introduction of Hussiin 
Sabah, the latter proposed one day to give him three thousand dinaurs* 

forasmuchground within thefortress,ashecouldencompasswithabul. 

lock’s hide. Mehedy acceded without difiiculty to the proposal ; and 
the artful adventurer cutting his ox-hide into narrow slips, included 
within them the entire circumference of the works ; and giving to the 
dupe of his artifices a draft for the money, on Reiss MuzufFer,oneof his 
disciples who was governor of Guirdkbh and Damaghaun, and who 

discharged it without demur, he dismissed him from the fort without 
further ceremony. 

The impregnable fortress, of which he thus obtained possession, i, 
stated to have borne, at some remote period, the name o\ Alah-umat, 

signifvino-,in the IanguageoftheccHintry,“iheeaglesnest ;”the lettersof 

which, in their numerical application, will he found to furnish the 
precise date at which Hussun Sabah became master of the place- 
Thus, Alef-1. Laum-dO. Hai-d. Alef-1. .Meim-40. Wau-6. Tai-lOO., 
making, when added together, the sum total of 48d.-j* 


* 137.>1. Os. Od. 


t From Ids subsequent abode In this innccessible retreat, Iio 
pellaUunofShaikh-ui-Jubbul— or old man oj the mountain. 


probably acquired the 
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Having in this manner provided a secure retreat against the contiii- A, H. 483-6. 

gencies of fortune, Hussun Sabah, either by force or favor, succeeded i^90- 2. 

soon afterwards in extending his authority over the whole territory of Kliolaussut- 

, . , , , • ,• I TTA ul-akhbaur. 

Rudbaur ; an event which encouraged him to dispatch Husseyne 

Kaubty or Kayny, one of his principal adherents, to effect the conver- 
sion of the natives oftheKohestaun, whowere in a little time also brought 
to submit to the power of the adventurer. In the mean time one of 
the generals of Melek Shah, to whom the territory of Rudbaur had 
been assigned in feoff, felt himself called upon to make some degree of 
exertion for the recoveryof Almowut; and having repeatedly laid waste 
the circumjacent country, he succeeded at last in reducing the garrison 
and inhabitants to the verge of despair. But Hussun continued to sup- 
port the resol ution of his disciples, by assurances ofaid from their Imaum ; 
alluding to Mustanser, the Issmauilian Khalif of Egypt. 

Veryopportunelyforthe views of Hussun Sabah, the person from whom 
he had suffered such serious annoyance, happened to die at this crisis, 
and to relieve him for some time from his embarrassments. But, in 
the beginning of four hundred and eighty-five,* he was again consi- 
derably straitened by the exertions of Ameir Arslantaush Haiijeb ; 
another of the generals of Melek Shah, who was directed by his sover- 
eign to resume the blockade of Almowut. E nder these circumstan- 
ces, being joined by a considerable reinforcement dispatched to his 
assistance by Dehdaur Abu Ally, one of his proselytes at Kazvein, 

Hussun boldly sallied out in the night, and surprising the camp of his 
besiegers, compelled them to a precipitate flight ; tlie fugitives com- 
municating no slight symptoms of disorder and dismay to the army of 
Melek Shah, to which they fled for protection. The views of that 
prince seemed, however, more particularly directed to the reduction of 
the ivohcstaun,where Husseyne Kayny had been singularly successful 
in disseminating the principles of fanaticism and revolt ; and a consider- 
able force had been accordingly sent to that quarter, under an able chief 
ofthonarne of Kuzzul Saurek.f On the approach of tlie troops of Melek 

» March, A.D. Iu92. 

t There is a singular cnincideiioe between tiiese appellations, and those bestowed upon 
the chiefs of the Aiiici'icau aborigines. Arslautaush signifies perhaps, “ tho rock iiouf' 
and Kuzzul Saurek, possiblj', the “ red robber." 



A. H. 4R5. 
A. D. 10<>2. 

Kliolauibut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


.S34 

Shah, IIu«se3'ne Kayny with his followers, shut himself up in the? 
fortress, or castle of Momnenabad, which tvas immediateh' invested by 
Kuzzul Saiirek. Just however as the place was on the point of reduc- 
tion, the report arrived that Nizam-ul-mulk, the Vezzeir, had been as- 
sassinated by one of the fanatic disciples of Hussun Sabah ; and the 
death of M^lek Shah, \vhich followed soon after that event, produced 
an immediate dispersion of the army employed before Moumenabad. 
The affairs of the schismatics now advanced with uncontrouled rapi- 
dity ; and the unprincipled zealots of the sect dispersing themselves 
through the east, were enabled to plant their daggers in the bosoms of 
many of the noblest and wisest individuals, who had ventured to op- 
pose the progress of their detestable doctrines. The success of the 
Issmauilians was further promoted by the contest which ensued be- 
tween the Sultans Burguiauruk, or Burguiaurug, and IMahommed the 
sons ofM^lek Shah ; during which the disciplesof Hussun Sabah -were 
permitted to reduce the fortresses of Guirdkoh, and Laumseir. 

Sultan Mahommed becoming, however, on the death of Burguiauruk, 
sole master of his fother’>-i dominions, Ahmedtheson of Nizam-ul-mulk 
was employed for some time to besiege Almowut : and early in the five 
hundred and eleventh of the Hidjerah, a great force under Ataubek 
NoushtekeinSheirgueir encamped in the neighborhood of that fortress 
For near twelvemonths, that cliiefcontinucd to maintain with the troops 
ofHussun Sabah, a course of unremitting and obstinate hostilities; but 
as success was beginning to dawn upon the ensignsof the besiegers, the 
death of Sultan IMahommedwas announced in the arm^' of the Ataubek, 
and occasioned as formerly their immediate flight, or dispersion. 

Under Sultan Sunjur, who next succeeded to the throne of the race 
of Seljiik repeated expeditions continued to be set on foot against the 
Issmauilian chief, with similarsuccess ; hostilities being thus occasion- 
ally suspended, and resumed, between the advocates of the orthodox 
belief, and these stigmatized and odious zcalots,for aperiod of consider- 
able duration. At length Hussun Sabah had recourse to thefollowing 
device, in orderto terrify his adversaries into forbearance. He seduced 
one of the domestics of Siiltan Sunjur to lodge a knife, or dagger, in the 
floor one night, close to the Sultan’s bed. In the morning, when he 
awoke, the monarch beheld the murderous weapon with equal surprize 
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and dismay, but forbore to communicate the circumstance to any body 
whatever. A few days afterwards, an agent from Ilussun Sabah ar- 
rived at court with the following verbal message from his master. “ If 
his designs towards Sultan Sunjur had not been friendly, the knife 
which had been seen planted in the floor, might with equal facility 
‘‘ have been sheathed in his bosom'’. The mindof Sultan Sunjur was 
so powerfully wrought upon by the message, and the circumstance by 
which it had been preceded, that he immediately determined to con- 
clude a treaty with the Schismatics, on their engaging not to construct 
any new fortresses, in addition to those already in their possession ; not 
to make any further purchases of arms, or equipments for war ; and that 
they would, for the future, desist from making proselytes to their fana- 
tical doctrines. Hence, the power of Hussun Sabah might with reason 
be affirmed to derive its most important source of augmentation. 

While these events were passing, Ilusseyne Kayny, one ofthe ablest 
and most active promoters of the schism, was privately assassinated ; 
and as the act was by many persons laid to the charge of Ustaud Hussey nc, 
one of the sons of Hussun Sabah, he was condemned by the impartial 
justice of his father to atone with his life for the murder; while anotlier 
son falling under an accusation ol drunkenness, for a crime so compara- 
tively trivial, was condemned to suffer a similar extremity of punish- 
ment : by these examples of severity towards his own blood, it being, 
as it isalle^rcd, the object of Hussun to attest to the world, that his views 
in disseminating the doctrines of Issmauilism, were not influenced by 
any desire to create a splendid establishment for his posterity, but to 
secure an imperishable reward inatuture and better world. 

In the latter Rebbeia of the year five hundred and eighteen, this 
artful schismatic was seized by his mortal illness ; du«'ing which he ap- 
pointed one of his disciples, of the name of Guia Buzurg Oineyd, to be 
the successor to his power, with theDehdaur Abu Ally, formerly men- 
tioned, as his minister of state ; expressly charging them, at the same 
time, in matters of particular moment, in no shape to deviate Irom the 
counsels of Hussun KessraunVi another zealous votary of the sect : 
and on the twenty-sixth of the same month,* he hastened to take pos- 
session ofthe abode, which was doubtless prepared for his reception in 
the other world. On authority, said to he entitled to the utmost con- 

* Tenth of June^ A, D. 1124. 


A, H. 4B5 51^^. 
A. 0.1092-1124, 

Klio!auj>sut- 

ul'ukhbiiur. 


336 


'a. H. 518-57. 
A. D. 11-24 02. 

KholaiiShUt- 

iil^akiibaur. 


Buzurg Omevd 
lid chief of Almo- 


MAHOMMEDlIId 
of the chiefs of Al- 
mowut. 


fulence, it is lastly alleged, that during a period offive and thirty years, ia 
which he resided in the fortress of Alraowut, Hussun Sabah never once 
appeared without the walls of his impregnable retreat, nor even on the 
terrace of his own dwelling, on more than two particular occasions ; his 
time being; entirely devoted to the arrangements of his government, and 
to record the precepts, which he conceived calculated to promote the 
adoption of that code of faith, which he had undertaken to establish. 

Guia Buzurg O.MEYD, second chief of the Issmauilians of Al- 
mowut. 

On succeeding to theauthorityof HussunSabah, thisperson is stated 
to have persevered in all respects, in promoting the odious system esta- 
blished by his predecessor ; whilehespcciously professed to be no other- 
wise employed, than to advance the interests of the true faith. He was 
repeatedly engaged in hostilities with theprincesof tberaceof Seljuk,in 
which for the most part, his arras were triumphant. The sanguinary 
zealots trained u p in the principles of the sect, now carried their system of 
assassination to an extent that became truly alarming; many ofthemost 
dignified and elevated individuals perishing under the knife of these 
detestable fanatics, and among others was theKhalif Mustershid of the 
house of Abbas, as formerly noticed. After all this, and having sus- 
tained his power for a period of fourteen years two months and twenty 
days, Guia Buzurg Omeyd was suffered to expire, by a tranquil death, 
on the twenty-sixth of the latter Jummaudy, of the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Hidjerah.* 

Mahommed, the son of Guia Buzurg Omeyd, third chief of the 
Issmauilians of Almowut, succeeded, in conformity to the will of 
his father, to the government of these odious fanatics ; and like his 
father, by his words and actions evinced the most detennined zeal for 
the principles of the sect. Many distinguished persons also perished 
under the dagger of the assasin, during the period of his power, in 
eluding among others the Khalif G1 rashid B’lllah of the house of Ab- 
bas. Notwithstanding these multiplied enormities he continued to reign 
for a period of four and twenty years, eight months, snd eight days, 
and terminated his life in peace, on the third of the former Rebbeia 
of the five hundred and fiity seventh of the Ilidjerah.-j* 

** Ninth of March, A. D. Il33. i Nineteenth of February, A. D, 11G2. 
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rIrsSTTN thi^ son of Mahommed, entitled Alla-zekre-hfi-us-salauin, 
(on whose memory be peace) fourth of the chiefs of Almowut. 

This person professing to be a descendant of Mustanser the Fatimite, 
openly laid claim to the honors of the Imaiimut ; but as the arguments 
of the fanatics in support of such descent, appeared equally remote 
from ev'ery sentiment of reason and common sense, the author has 
avowedly withheld his pen from enlargingon the subject. 

Be that however as it may, he had no sooner acceded to sovereign 
power, than his utmost zeal and exertion appear to have been directed 
to subvert the wdiole system of Isslamism, as established by its cele- 
brated founder. Acts the most obviously repugnant to the precepts 
of the sacred code, if not openly encouraged, were suffered to pass 
with impunity, and without interdiction ; and while the most daring 
proofs of im{)iety and infidelity continued to be sanctioned with daily 
increasing contumaciousness by his own example, he proceeded at last, 
in thefive hundred and fifty ninth of the llidjerah, to convoke at fVlmo- 
wutanassemblyoftheprincipal inhabitantsofRudbaur; forthe purpose 
of makingja public avowal of his apostacy, and of his subsitution of his 
ovvn 1 mpious opinions, for the sacred precepts ofthe Koran. Having, with 
this design, caused a mumber, or tribunal, to be erected in his capital, 
with its fore-part towards the Keblah, or sanctuary at Mekkah, and 
four large standards, each of a different colour, to be planted at the four 
corners respectively, he on the seventeenth* of the month of Ramzaun, 
ascended this tribunal ; and from thence addressed his followers in a strain 
of incoherent absurdity, which our author further disdains to repeat. 
After this, mixing with the assembly he invited them without further 
scruple to violate their fast ; and proceeded to set them the example, 
by a liberal indulgence in the article of wine, and by other flagrant 
violations of the most sacred ordinances of the law of Mahommed. 
He impiously concluded by announcing to his people, that the seven- 
teenth of Ramzaun was to be observed as a perpetual festival, by 
thename ofthe Eid-e-Keyaum, or feast of the resurrection, or perhaps 
of emancipation ; and hence the Issmauilians have been ever since 
branded with the appellation of Mullauhedah — infidels and atheists. 

f Seventh of August, A., D, 1164. 
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In fine when the crimes and licentious enormities of this same iVlla 
zekre-hu-iissalaum, had transcended all ordinary bounds of moderation, 
Hussuu the son of Naumwur, an orthodox Mussulman, although the 
brother of one of his wives, determined on his destruction ; and in the 
fiv^e hundred and sixty first* of the Hidjerah, while on a visit to the 
fortress of Laumseir, embraced an opportunity of terminating with his 
knife, the odious existence of this flagitious miscreant, after a reign of 
four years, 

Mahommed the son of Alla-zekre-hu-ussalaiim, fifth of the chiefs 
ot Almowiit, immediately succeeded to his father ; whose death at a 
y)roper opportunity, he did not fail to aveno^e on Uussun the son of 
Naumwur. In his zeal tor thepropagationof error and infidelitv, andia 
his perseverance in asserting his claims to the Khelaufutand Imaumut, 
or temporal and spiritual supremacy, he even surpassed his predeces- 
vSors ; and during the protracted period of six and forty years, in which 
he continued to direct their destiny, the enthusiasts devoted to his 
wdl, shed the blood ot manv*^ a distingaiisned believer, and carried con- 
fusion and alarm to some of the renot ^st corners of the earth. He was, 
however, at last taken to the abode ot eternal punishment, in the s»x 
hundred and seventh of the Hidj(Tcili.*|' 

JuLLAUL-uD-DEiN Hussux the SOU of Mahomined, sixth of the 
chiefs of Almowut. 

Invested with the sovereign authority on the demise of his father* 
this prince, in Stfiteof the pernicious ex inpih* oftiis predecessors, ap- 
plied himself, with unremitting ardor and activity, to restore and re-es- 
tahlish in his dominions the long proscribed svsteui of Isslum, and to 
e\ince his abhorrence of the profligate principles of atheism and false 
belief. With these views, his followers were prohihiterl, under the 
severest penalties, against the commission of any act offensive to the 
lavvsot the Koran ; he re-instated through his whole territory the call 
to prayer by Muezzins, the prescribed courseofsupplication on ordinary 
days, and the more solemn celebration ofdivine uorship bv the ass:-rn- 
bled community, on fridays : and lastly, in every town throughout 
Ilndbaur. he laid the foundation ot a bath for ablution, and of a mosque 
for the adoration of the supreme being. 

♦A. DAim, tA.D. 1210. 
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Having furnished these preliminary proofs of sincere conversion to A. H. 607-18, 

the principles of Ma hommedtsm, he dispatched his agents to the A. D, i2io 

court ofthe Khalif UlNausser, toSultan Mahommedking ofKhaurezm, 

PT , . • 1 • 1 • ul-akhbuur. 

and tootherprincesofIssmm,in ordertoattestthe purity ofhisbelief; and 

these sovereigns with their ministers, persuaded of the truth of his pro- 
fessions, hastened to throwopento him the usual channelsofintercourse, 
which had possibly been long closed against the schismatics. The 
oracles of the law, and the ministers of religion, proceeded also to issue 
their Fetvaes, or precepts, to verify the orthodoxy of his principles ; 
conferring upon him, at the same time, the title oi J ullaul-ud-dein 
Hussun^Non-lMAssidman — Hussun, the glory ofthe faith, the new (born) 
believer. Thus stimulated in his zeal, JullauhuJ-dein, in the pre- 
sence of the most distinguished lawyers and theologians, and other 
leading citizens of Kazvein, proceeded to burn the whole of the ma- 
nuscripts of Hussun Sabah, either relating to, or explaining the doc- 
trines of the Issmauilians. In addition to these multiplied testimo- 
nies of his unfeigned attachment to the laws of the Koran, his 
mother becoming desirous of visiting the sanctuary of Mekkah, he, 
after the example of other monarchs of Isslam, caused her to be accom- 
panied by a standard, of beautiful workmanship and costly materials, 
to be deposited in the temple of the Kaaubah ; to which, during 
her journey, a precedence was expressly assigned by the Klialif U1 
Nausser, before those of all the other princes, transmitted for a similar 
purpose. This latter circumstance is at the same time, stated to have 
given to Sultan Mahomined the lvhaurezmian,such mortal otfence, that 
it is supposed to have been one of theprincipal causesof that irreconcile- 
able animosity, which soon afterwards broke out between hiinand that 
Khalif. 

Jullaul-ud-dein Hussun had reigned with considerable reputation, 
for eleven years and a half, when he was attacked and carried to his 
grave, by a dysentery ; during the sacred month of Ramzaun* of the 
six hundred and eigliteenih of the Hidjerah. 

Ala-ud-dein Mahommed the son of Hussun, seventh ofthe 
chiefs of Ahuowut, 

October, A D, 1221, 

9x2 



340 


A. H. 618-53. 
A. D. 1221 55. 

Kliolaussut- 

ul-akhbaun 


AlA-rODElN, 
Vllth of the 
cliiefs of Almo- 
<vut* 


On his elevation to the authority of his predecessors, this prince had 
only attained to the ninth year of his age ; and he appears to have de- 
voted the dawn of youth, to the execution of great numbers of his peo- 
ple, whom he caused to be put to death, on a suspicion of having ad- 
ministered poison to his father. Instead however of emulating the 
example set before him, in the conduct of the deceased monarch, this 
ill-fated youth relapsed into the absurd and profligate system of his 
forefathers ; the schismatics revived their impious and iniquitous prac- 
tices ; the law of glory, the institutes of the Koran so designated by 
Mahommedans, was once more abolished in Rudbaur ; and the nox- 
ious speculations of infidelity and atheism, were suffered to resume 
their sway. 

Ala-ud-dein had, at all events, assumed into his own hands, and 


exercised the functions of government for along series of years, when 
he took it into his head, without surgical assistance, to open a vein in 
his arm ; which he suffered to bleed with so much greater profusion 
than was consistent with either prudence or necessity, that his brain 
became seriously affected. Hence, when any person ventured to speak 
to him regarding the affairs of his government, in a manner that did not 
exactly correspond with his own distorted views, he immediately put 
him to death : from which it necessarily resulted, that the true state 
of his country was at length entirely withheld from his knowledge. 
And serious disputesarising moreover, towards the close of his reign, 
between him and his son Rokken-ud-dein, the latter, fearful of an at- 
temptagainst his own, had recourse to the treachery ofa certain Hussun 
Mazanderauny, to take away the life of his father. 

We are further informed that, in the Rouzut-us-suffa, the matter is 
more circumstantially related in the following terms. For this same 
Hussun Mazanderauny, a Mahommedan by religion, though tar ad - 
\anced in yeais, Alla-ud-dein had, it seemis, formed a species of at- 
tachment, of which our author alleges he should be ashamed that I is 
pen should furnish the description ; so that when it was ultimately 
determinedon, tbeman, at the instanceof Rokken-ud-dein might, with 
less scruple, have undertaken the destruction of the capricious prolli- 
gatt. At an\ rate, one evening while his object, alter drinking rather 


treely, lay asleep in ashed of mats anu rafters a.i 
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he embraced his opportanity, and possibly through the slight enclo- 
sure, discharged an arrow, which lodged in the throat of the unhappy 
chief, and killed him on the spot. 

* This circumstance is stated to have occurred, in the month of Sha- 
vaul, of the six hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah,* when Alla- 
ud-dein had held the government of Alinowut, for a period of five and 
thirty years. 

Rokken-ud-dein Hur, or Khur Sh ah the son of Alla-ud-dein, 
eighth and last of the Issmauilian chiefs of Almowut. 

Having succeeded to authority on the murder of his father, Rok- 
ken-ud'dein, in order to avert from himself the suspicion of having 
been an accomplice in the foul parricide, took care, at an early period, 
to dispatch the instrument of his guilt to the silent chambers of the 
grave. IJis career was, however, destined to experience but a short 
duration. 

It has been stated on a former occasion, that in the early part of 
the six hundred and fifty-fourtli of the Hidjerah,^ Hnlauku Khaun 
had crossed the Jeyhun, On intelligence of this event, Khur vShah 
was persuaded by the advice of YessurNuyaii the Moghul governor 
of Hamadaun, to send his brother Shahinshah to the presence of that 
powerful monarch. On his arrival in the camp of the Eyle, or Aeil 
Kliann, the title usually conferred by historians on the stern Hid lu- 
ku, Shahin-shah was directed by that prince to announce to his bro- 
ther, that he had struck the pen of obliv ion through the register of his 
father^s crimes, and those of his misguided adherents; but it was 
expected that he should immediately demolish his castb\ andhast^ n 
to make his appearance in person, in the presence of him, wlio had 
manifested so conspicuous a proof othis clemency and forbearance. 
With this injunction, so far as to level partot the ])ar pets, or l)attlc- 
ments of McMuiintlezh, where he then resided, Khur Shah evinced 
a disposition to oomplv ; but he w^as too powertnlly restrained by his 
apprehensions, from committing his person to the camp ot the invader. 
In consequence of this, llulaukh, on the seventeenlli of Sliavaul of 
the year just mentioued,f encamped before Meymuudezh ; of which 
he immediately commenced the siege. On the twenty tifih of the 
November, A. D. 125^. t Tlie q>ruig of A. D. 
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A. H. 654. same month, he made a general attack upon the place, which appears 

A D. 1256, |.Q l^ggjj successfully resisted by the garrison ; but the wretched 

^*'akhbaur completely vanquished by his fears, that he sent 

out his son and brother, the following day, in the most abject terms 
to supplicate for mercy. On the twenty-ninth, he descended in per- 
son, from his otherwise impregnable retreat, and by an immense offer- 
ing, in specie and valuables, endeavored to disarm, or soften the 
resentment of the Eylekhaun. That inflexible conqueror committed 
him,however, to the custody of those whose vigilance he was not likely 
to deceive ; while numerous detachments of the army were emploved 
to reduce and dismantle the remaining fortresses of the country. In the 
space of a short time, upwards of forty places, of various strength and 
importance, were accordingly compelled to submit to the discretion of 
the Tartar tribes, andiramediately levelled with theground. The gar- 
risons of Almowut, Laumseiror Laumsher, and Guirdkoh, continued 
however, to resist the authority of Ilulaukii for some time longer ; 
but the two formerplacesultimatelysubmitting, were, like the preced- 
ing captures laid in ruins, leaving the fortress of Guirdkoh to contend 
alone, againstthe fearful power of tlie conqueror. On the testimony of 
the Tarikh guzeidah, the author here states that the castle of .\lmo\viit 
was erected by Hussun the son of Zaid, or Zeid, the Fatimite prince 
of Tebrestaun, in the time of the Khhlif Mutewukkel, (between thJ 
2dod and the 2i7th of the Ilidjerah ;) it is, however, said to have stood 
for a period of four hundred and two years, which would place its 
construction some what later; namely in the 2j2dofthe Hidjerah, and 
in the Khelaufut of LT Mustayne. 

^ It will he found further related in the Rouzut-us-suffa, that when 
Khur Shah had continued to attend the presence of Hulauku for some 
days, he ventured to request that he might be conveyed to the court 
of Mangu Kaaun ; the third successor of Tchengueiz, and paramount 
sovereign of the Tartar race. Apparently under some degree of sur, 

prise atsuchan arrogant, or absurd request, Hulauku determined not- 
withstanding to comply with it; and having appointed aguard ofMogh- 
Als to attend him on his journey, he dispatched him without delay 
for Turkestaun. The Issmauilian was scarcely across the Amuyab, 

* Eighteenth of November, A. D. 1250. 


/ 



843 


or lower Oxus, before heinvolved himself in a squabble with his guards, 
the soldiers of Hullauku, not improbably with the design of accom- 
plishing his escape: hewas, however, at length conveyedin safetytothe 
city of Karakum. But, instead of being permitted to proceed to the 
presence of the great Kaaun, the will of that monarch was there announc- 
ed to him through an agent, in the following terms ; that having refused 
to deliver up the fortress of Guirdkoh to the troops of his brother, 
notwithstanding his affected professions of allegiance, it behoved him 
to return without delay to his own country ; and that when he had 
atoned for his error, by laying his castle in ruins, he might then be 
permitted to approach the foot of the throne. The unhappy schisma- 
tic was accordingly conducted back again to the banks of theOxus ; in 
the waters of which he was now destined to terminate his life and mis- 
misfortunes, by the hands of his guards. 

In the mean time, on the departure of Khur Shah for the interior of 
Tartary, Hulauku had proceeded toput todeath every individual whom 
he could discover, of the stock of Guia Buzurg Ommeyd ; and by ex- 
tirpating every vestige of these impious schismatics, he thus finally 
relieved the hearts of all genuine Mosslems, and of many others but 
remotely connected with them, from the apprehensions under which 
they had beenso long condemned to labour,of the knivesof these fanati- 
cal zealots; when, reckoning from the seizure of Almowut by Hussun 
Sabah, in thefour hundred and eighty ihirdofthe Hidjerah, theirpower 
had been suffered to exist, for a period of one hundred and seventy one 
unar years. 
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I N tracing the origin of the house of Seljuk, our author, on the 
testimony ofthose most experienced in discriminating the truths of 
history, and ofthe traditions of remoter antiquity, proceeds torelate,that 
Vekauk, orDekauk, the immediate ancestor ofthefamiIy,wasan Ameir, 
or officer of some rank, in the service of Yeghu, or Beghu, the monarch 
of the Turkish tribes of tlie Khozzer or Khozzez plains, or steppes, 
so often mentioned in the preceding pages, not less distinguished for 
h’S extraordinary understanding and singular valour, than for bis mag- 
nificent and splendid spirit ; whence he received from the general voic» 
of the people among whom he lived, the appellation ofTemmir Yaligh 
— solid in judgment. On the death of this respectable chief, his son 
Seljuk, then arrived at years of discretion, was taken into particular 
favor by the Tartar sovereign, who conferred upon him the title of B »- 
saushy, or leader of his armies ; and who otherwise advanced him in 
rank and power to that degree, that on some occasion during a visit to 
the most sacred part of his master’s palace, he presumed to arrogate a 
superiority over the royal cliildren, and the princesses of the TIaram. 
Such arrogance produced, accordingly, in one of the wivesof the Khau. 
gan, so much dissatisfaction, that the whole of her influence with her 
husband, was immediately exerted to destroy the credit of his favorite 
general. Seljuk, however, soon observing, that the monarch, by some 
means orother, had conceived aprejudiceto his disadvantage, embraced 
an early opportunity of withdrawing, with the whole of his family and 
followers, to the territory of Samarkand. 

On his arrival in the vicinity of Jund, on the Seyhun or Jaxartes, 
his bosom becoming suddenly irradiated by the splendid truth of the 
unity of the divine being, hem a short time afterwards, together with 
all his family and dependants, embraced Isslam ; and he employed him- 
self, with exemplary attention, to study the pages of the Koran, and the 


Institutes of that profession of faith which was propagated by the seal Kholaussut- 
of the prophecy. His followers continued at the same time to increase 
in numbers and reputation, until at length his residence became the asy- 
lumofthe princesjandmostdistinguishedinhabitantsof the surrounding 
regions ; so that having finally triumphed over the arms of Eylek Khaun> 
he proceeded to fix his abode in the neighborhood of Bokhara. 

With other blessings heaven had at different times made Seljuk the 
father of four sons; Meykaeil, Issraeil, Mussa, and Yeghu. Of these 
the eldest, Meykaeil, had in the flower of life perished by an arrow 
shot, leaving two infant children, Toghrel Beg Mahommed, andTchegh- 
er Beg Daoud ; and these two grandsons, on whose education hebes^ 
towed considerable attention, he declared to be his heirs. 

After the death of their grandfather, the two brothers exhibited such 
distinguished proofs of sagacity and intelligence, that they soon out- 
stripped all rivalry; and the wars which, with occasional intermissions 
of truce, they maintained with the princes of Transoxiana, extended 
the renown of their magnificence, and martial prowess, to the remotest 
limits of the East. Among other monarchs to whom the voice of fame 
had circulated the renown of the sons of Seljuk, was Sultan Mahmud of 
Gheznein, who expressed his desire that one of the illustrious frater- 
nity might visit his court; on which Issraeil the son of Seljuk, the 
uncle of the young prince, proceeded to tlie presence of Mahmud^ 
from whom he experienced a distinguished and honorable recep- 
tion. On th is occasion, placing the illustrious stranger on the throne 
biside himself, Mahmud is said, in the course of conference, to have 
demanded, in the event that an emergency might arise in which he 
should require it, what number of cavalry they were able to send to 
his assistance ? Issraeil, who had a couple of arrows in the quiver 
suspended to his shoulder, laid one of them before the monarch, and 
told him that if he transmitted that arrow to the residence of his tribe, 
his orders would be attended by one hundred thousand horse. The 
Sultan again demanded what, if more were required ? this’’ replied 
the son ol Seljuk, placing the second arrow in the hands of Mahmud, 

‘‘will bring fifty thousand more to thy support;” and the Sultan de- 
manding a third time what, if still more were necessary to assure his 
'Saiety, theSeljakiun laid the quiver before him, and assured him that 
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if hei^ent that article of his equipment into Turlces*fiun, littlei'esalfhatt 
two hundred thousand horse would speed to his assistance. Upon this, 
becoming suddenly jealous of the multitudinous force of the Seljuk- 
ians, in the very midst of the festivities with which he had hitherto 
entertained him, he condemned his unoffending guest to imprisonment 
in the fortress of Kalinjaur; where be continued to the day of Ins death. 

The statement however, that Saltan Mahmud suffered the race of 
^leljuk to cross the Jeyhun, and assigned them a place of residence in 
Khorassaun, in order to obtain possession o^ their property, is denied 
on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufi&. ; the tact being, as formerly 
alleged, that the two warlike brothers did H‘>t piss the Ox us until the 
subsequent reign of 2>Inssaoud : when they chose for their abode tlifi 
territory adjacent to the cities of Nissa and Ahiwerd, dispatching to the 
same Miissaoud assunnees of their allegiance, and entire siibmissioa 
to hisauthoritv, Theintrusiveestablishment oftheSv^formidablestran- 
gers in theprovinceof'Khorassaiin, washovvever consonant n?^ither with 
the policy norinclinationsoi'Suitan Mussuoud; and heaccordinglyinti- 
mrated in a letter which he dispatched in answer to these assuriuices, 
that it might perhaps better suit the circuiastaiiccs of the race of Sel- 
juk, not to place themselves within the rangeof his pen. In other words, 
that they would do well to remove from the territories subject to lus 
’authority. This reply determined the two chiefs to enter upon imme- 
diate hostilities with Mussaoud ; and on the pertext of providing the 
mecessary resources they proceeded without further scruple to invade 
the property of the unprotected inhabitants. The armies of USS* 
'&oud were repeatedly employed to oppose the adventurers, but we're 
'compelled in almost every conflict, to yield to the superior prowess of 
'the two brothers. So that in a period comparatively short, the wholeof 
Khorassaun being subjugated to his power, Toghrel Be^', in the begin- 
•ning of the month of Mohurrim of the 4y9th of the liidjerah,* and in 
Hhe ancient cityoi Neyshaphr, thethen capital of the province, publicly 
'assumed the sovereign dignity, introducing his own name and titles 
'into the coinage and Kliotbah of the country. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Tog Ff REL Beg Matio^imed son of iNIey- 
Uacil, 1st monarch of the Seljucides or race of Seljuk. 

October A. D. 1007. 
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Mfirinsf thiis enrircleS his brows with the tiara ot sovereign pdwer, 
To^hrel Beg applied himself with laudable assiduity to regulate the 
affairs of his hew government. Ilis brother, TchegherBegDaoud,was 
in the meantime detached to reduce Herat, which was consigned oij 
its subiogatioft by that princCito the management of one of his uncles, 
while he proceeded in person to Meru ; where he also assumed the 
functions of royalty, and is said to have distinguished himself by 
aholishing the iniquitous usages of tyranny and injustice. Sultan 
Mussaoud ofGheznein advancing, however, in the course of the same 
year towards Khorassaun with a very formidable army, the brothers 
united their troops to oppose him, and were again victorious. 

On the death of the same Sultan Mfissaoud, which took place as)' 
firnierly described, inthe four hundred andthirty third ofthe Hidjerah^ 
^he city of Balkh, and the province of Khaurezin were both united to 
the conquests of the grandsons of Seljuk ; after which Toghrel Beg^ 
conducting his troops into the territory of Jurjaun and from thence to 
Rcy, in less than a twelve month made himself master of the whole of 
Persian T.'ak. 

In the four hundred and forty seventh* of the Hidjerah, we have also 
already seen that Tr.ghn'l B-'g proceeded to Baghdad ; where he re- 
ceived from the Ivhaleifah Ul Kaeim the title of Rokken-ud-dein, Ye- 
4nein-e- A meir-nl-mowmenein - — pillar of the true faith, and right hand, 
ofthe commander of the faithful. His name was at the same tiiuo 
introduced into tlie Ivhotbah in the very metropolis of Isslam. 

In the course of four hundred and fifty three, j" although the circum- 
stance was formerly stated to have occurred in the four hundred and 
•fii tieth of the Hidjerah, Toghrel Beg was recalled from the prosecutioa 
ofhis conquests on the Euphrates, by the defection of his halt'brother, 
‘Ibrauhim Niaul ; who had suddenly quitted western Irak, and marched 
•to take possession of Hamadaun. The Seljukian monarch proceeded 
without delay into Persian Irak ; and being joined, in due time, by his 
nephew Alep Arslan, with a numerous and powerful army from Khor- 
assaun, he hastened to give battle to the insurgent; who was soon af- 
Hterwurds totally defeated, taken prisoner, and im mediately. ptiUo^death,. 
f /V. D 105-5. + A.D.-lOOl. 
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A, H. 453-57. Toghrel Be^ then dismissing his warlike nephew far Khorassaun, re- 
A. D. 1061-65. turned straight to Baghdad ; where he succeeded in relieving the Kha- 
Kholaussut- leifah U1 Kiieim from the usurpation of Bessaussery, and in restoring 
nl-akhbaur. nominal power. 

In the four hundred and fifty fifth of the Hidjerah, at the age of se- 
venty, Toghrel Beg determined to espouse the daughter of U1 Kaeim, 
but deferred the consummation of his union until his arrival at Rey, 
for which city he accordingly took his departure. On reaching that 
place he was, however, attacked by a violent dysentery ; of which, in the 
monthof Ramzaun,* he expired after a glorious reign of six and twenty 
years. 

Sultan Ezzed-ud-dein Abu ShujiaiVLEP Arslan Ma HOM>iED,the 
son of Tchegher Beg, second monarch of the race of Seljiik. 

On the death of his uncle, this prince repaired into Persian Irak, and 
immediately succeeded to the whole of his dominions, now extending 
from the river Jeyhun to the Tigris. 

At the commencement of his reign Alep Arslan was prevailed upon 
Ildmonaichofthe imprison the minister of his predecessor, Abu Nasser Kendery ; 
laceof Seljuk. and ultimately to put him to death, at the instance of N izam-ul-mulk 
HussLin the son of Isshack, the Tussite, the celebrated ^"ezzeir of the 
house of Seljuk ; to whom the office of first minister ofstate was now 
committed with an almost unlimited discretion. A discretion which 
he exercised with a prudence that hasconsecrated his memory to the 
veneration of succeeding ages. 

Among the most important of the events by which the reign of A I 'p 
Arslan was distinguished, must not be forgotten tin; invasion of his t*-r- 
ritories by the Greek emperor of Constantinople, (llomanus Diogenes 
the husband of Eudociaf) with an army estimated at three hundred 
thousand horse, and an equipment formidable in ])roportion. Tiiis 
powerful armament, which had advanced into Armenia, the Seljukian 
monarch, relying upon his favor who dispenses all good, is stati d to 
have opposed, and defeated, with a force vvliich did not exceed twelve 
thousandmen. Cmsar, onhisdiscomfiturc,waspursuedb\ Gouher A v- 
©in,one of thcgeneralsofhis triumphant adversary, and ultimately takca 

♦ Sf'pt. 1063. t Vide Gibbon’s Houu.i empire. Vol. Xili, octavo edition, 
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prisoner by a MaumTfik, or military slave, by whom he was securely 
conducted to the camp of Alep Arslan. On this subject, it is described 
as a remarkable circumstance, that at ^ muster of his troops^ taken by 
order of the Sultan prev^ious to the battle, the person employed in re- 
gistering the names of the soldiers hesitated to take down that of the 
slave in question, on account of his very feeble and defective exterior ; 
until Saud-ud-dein one of the Sultan’s lieutenants called out to enrol 
him, observing that peradventure the Roman emperor might be des- 
tined to become his captive ; little suspecting that the event which he 
thts unconsciously predicted, would actually come to pass. 

Be this however as it may, when he was conducted by Gouher Ayeiu 
to the presence of his conqueror, the captive monarch is said to have 
prostrated himself to the earth, to have offered every apology, and in 
humble termsto have implored forgiveness for the aggressions of which 
he had been guilty. Alep Arslan is stated on the other hand, to have 
generously o1)literated the record of his offences; to have demanded one 
of his daughters in marriage for his son Melek Arslan ; and to have 
freely and honorably permitted him to return to his own dominions. 

A revolt set on foot by an insurgent of the name of Jazzua, in the 
latter part of the four hundred and fifty seventh of the Ilidj* rah, de- 
manded the presence of Alep Arslan on the confines ofKhaurezm ; 
which was perhaps the true cause that diverted liim from the prose- 
cution of his advantages against the Greek emperor. He proceeded 
however toattack the rebel, whoopposed himatthe headof thirtvthous- 
and horse; but who was defeated M ith great loss and entirely expelled 
the province, whichwasnow conferred upon Arslan Shah, another of the 
sons of the Seljukian. The victorious monarch proceeded, on his re- 
turn, to visit the shrine of Ally Ruzza the eighth Imaum,at Mushhed; 
and continuing his journey to Raudegan, he there encamped on one 
of the salubrious and agreeable spots with Avhich that district abound^. 
At this place he summoned to his presence from all parts of the empire, 
the different governors and principal Ameirs ; and when, ineoneurrenee 
withhisorders, anumerous and respectable assembly of his nobles had 
been thus formed, he caused his favorite son, Medek Shah, to seat him- 
'i^elf on a throne of gold erected for the purpqse ; and there called upoi^ 
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A. H. 45'?-65. nil classes ofhfs people to’pledge their allegiance !o thaf arccoirtplished 
A. D- 1005-78. prince, as the immediate successor to his dominions. 

Proceeding to the banks of the Oxus, towards the clo^e of his reign; 
with the design of reducing the countries to the Eastward of that river, 
Yussuf Kotewaul, the governbr of the fortress of Berzem of Nerzemj 
which had recently submitted to his troops, was introduced to jthe 
p!-esence of Alep Arslan ; and as the replies which he received to cerV 
tain interrogatories that he conceived it expedient to propose to thd 
captive chief, were such as ill became his situation, the monarch gavti 
orders that he should be put to death; but the Kotewaul, diseno-aging 
himself from his guards, suddenly drew' a knife from his boot, and 
made directly for the Sultan’s person ; the attendants rushing at thfe 
same time to seize the assassin. In this dilemma, Alep Arslan called 
upon them to forbear, and relying upon his known and singular skill 
in archery, fixed an arrow to his bow and discharged it for the pei-soii 
of his assailant. As providence would have it, the royal shaft which 
had hitherto never erred, now flew wide of its object, and the infuriated 
chief being thus permitted to approach the person of the Sidtan, suc- 
ceeded in inflicting his mortal wound ; nay further, two thousand armed 


attendants who guarded theentrance to the imperial pavilions, dispersed 
in dismay at the appearance of the murderer with the blood stained 
knife in his hand, and suffered him to pass without molestation ; al- 
though he was ultimately dispatched by a Ferraush, or tent pitcher, 
who killed him with a blow of his mallet. 

This renowned and w'arlike monarch was born on Friday the second 
of Mohurrim of the four hundred and twenty first of the Hidjerah ;♦ 
had administered the government of Khorassaun with royal authority 
for two years, for his uncle ToghrelBeg; and on the death of that prince 
succeeded to the whole of his possessions from the Tigris to the Oxus, 
which he governed with absolute sway and singular ability, for a 
period of ten years. His death took place in the four hundred and 
sixty fifth of the Hidjerah-f when he had attained to the age of forty 
four. It is moreover added, that by his dauntless intrepidity, in- 
flexible justice, and liberality of disposition, he acquired the-universta 
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and admiration Qf mankind. A formidabl? exterior derived A. U. 40»^ 
from nature he contrived to render more striking by a beard of singular 
growth and thicknes^s, and by wearing a tiara of extraordinary height, 
exhibiting from the apex of his coronet to the point of his beard, a mea- 
surement of two guzz, or something less than four feet. In short he 
is represented to have given to his head and neck, as far as possible, the 
resemblance of the royal animal, whose name he bore ; Alep Arslan 
jn the Tartar language signifying thegrcar, as Kuzzul Arslan does t le 
^■ed lion. The extent of his power and the splendor of his court may 
be further attested by the circumstance, that twelve hundred kings, 
princes, and the sons of princes, were known on some occasions to stand 
before his throne. 

Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Abul Futtah Melpk shah the son of Alep 
Arslan, third monarch of the race ofSeljuk. 

Through the dictates of his father’s will, and the exertionsof Nizam- 

.ul-miilk the celebrated Vezzeir, this prince, notwithstanding 'the prior 

claims of his elder brother, became established on the throne ot Togh- Mf.lfk Shah, 

, , . 1- 1 Ilia of the race 

rel Beg ; and the preference appears to have been immediately sancti- ^jfSeijuk. 

oned l)y the authority of the Khalif LT Kaeim, who transmitted to him 

the title of Jullaul-ud-doi^lah,lvesseim-e-Ameir-ul-moumenein — o/o- 

ri/ of the state, associate, or pei'lxdps, participating in the poirer of the 

commander of the faithful. 

At the commencement of his reign he was however compelled to 
vindicate his rights, with the sword, against his uncle Kauerdor Ivadru) 
or Kadrid, the son of TchegherBeg ; who held the government of Ker- 
.maun,and who novvope.nly declared against his authority. The Sultan 
.proceeded into Irak Ajem with the army of Khorassaun, to opppose 
.the insurgent, and in the neighborhood of Guirje or Iverje, brought him 
• to a decisive battle ; which, after a dreadful conflict of three days and 
.as many nights, terminated in the defeat and captivity of Kauerd. 

.Shortly after his achievement of this important victory , the minister 
Nizam-ul-mulk w'as urged by the principal officers of the army, with 
importunities for an advancement of their pay, accompanied with an 
.intimation that if theirdemands were not complied with, it might have 
a tendency not very remote, to change the destiny of the vanquished 
rebel. Nizam-ul-mulk, for the present, appeased their clamours by a 
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A. H. 465-71. promise that In the course of the night, their request should be cOmi 
A. D. 107a 78. municated to the Sultan. When he became however acquainted with 
Kholaussut- j-jjggg insolent menaces, on the part of his generals, Melek Shah cont 
Ui-akhbaur. night, by a dose of poison, to remove his uncle out of 

the way of danger. Next day, when the mercenary chiefs renewed their 
clamours with the minister, he informed them, that in consequence 
of his uncle’s having made away with himself, by means of some poi- 
son concealed in the signet of his ring, the Sultan was so deeply affected 
that he had not been able to find an opportunity of laying their de- 
mands before him : apiece of intelligence which so effectually silenced 
them, that they ceased to trouble him further with the slightest hint oa 
the subject of their pay. 

In the four hundred and sixty seventh* of the Ilidjerah, Suliman 
the son of Kuttulmesh, the son of Issraeil, of the race of Seljuk, and 
the founder of the Anatolian branch of this family, was emi)loyed by 
ISUdek Shah in thereduction of Syria ; which hesucceedeJ i n accomplish- 
ing to thecity of Antioch. And in the year four hundred and seventy 
one|bythe capture of Siiliman Khaun the sovereign of that territory, 
the o-overnment of Transoxiana was united to the dominions of Melek 
Shah ; who conveyed his prisoner to Isfahaun, at this period apparently 
the metropolis of the race of Seljuk. 

During this expedition itwas,that the hire of theboatmen, who plied 
on the Oxus, was discharged on the part of Xizam-ul-mulk by an order 
on the collections of Antioch ; and, when the Sultan on the appeal of 
the people to his justice, against what appeared to them so gross an 
evasion of their demands, required from his minister an explanation 
of his conduct, the latter replied that his object was nothing further, 
than to make known to future generations, that bis masters power ex- 
tended from the Oxus to the Orontes. The reply was flattering to the 
ambition of this illustrious monarch, and his minister contrived to sa- 
tisfy the demands of the watermen, by purchasing their notes forvv^ell- 
told gold. Before he quitted Tranoxiana, on the same occasion, Melek 
Shah espoused the princess Turkan Khatun, daughter ofTemghauje 
K-haun, the son of Boghra Khaun, monarch of Kashghar ; by whom 
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some years afterwards, namely, on the twenty fifth of RucTjuboftlie four A. H. 47t-QS, 
hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah,* he became at the station a. D. l078-9 3f 
ofSenjaur in Mesopotamia the father of Sultrfh Sunjur. Kholaussut- 

Led by an ardent disposition to visit different nationsand places ofabode, 

M^lek Shah is described, by the plurality of historians, to have twice 
surveyed the whole of his vast dominions, extending from Antioch to 
the city of Ouzkund, near the sources of the Seyhun, or Jaxartes ; 
comprizing about twelve degrees of latitude, and thirty four of long- 
itude. In the four hundred and eighty first of the Ilidjerah he per- 
formed the pilgrimage to Mekkah, marking the course of his journey 
by various acts of piety and beneficence; by abolishing the impositions 
usually exacted on the pilgrims ; and by constructing on the desert a 
variety of caravanser&is, with numerous wells and cisterns, for the 
accommodation of the weary traveller. 

While he was engaged in bis last circuit to a distant part of his do- 
minions, it is further stated, that his country was menaced with an 
invasion on the part of the emperor ofConstantinople ; who, ifthis circum- 
stance be true, must have been Alexius 1. the father of Anna Comnena 
the historian. The Persian monarch hastened to oppose and chastise 
the aggression ; but while the two hostile armies lay for some time 
encamped at no great distance from each other, Melek Shah, proceeding 
one day slightls attended, to take the amusement of the chase, unex- 
pectedly fell in with a patrol of the Greek emperor’s troops, and became 
their prisoner. In this dangerous dilemma he could only charge his 
attendants to beware of paying him the slightest mark of respect ; on 
the contrary to treat him exactly like one of themselves. 

Ilis master’s misadventure was speedily made known to Nizam-ul- 
mulk ; who proceeded, as if nothing had happened, to place a guard 
at evening over the imperial quarters, and to circulate the report that 
the Sultan was safe returned, after his usual recreation. Next day he 
repaired, however, to the camp of theConstantinopolitan, as if he were 
the bearer of an embassy from his court; and he was accordingly soon 
admitted to an audience with the Greek emperor, who condescended 
to solicit an accommodation of their differences ; to which the minietef 

i 
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A. H. 4T!l-R5. without much difficulty assented. On this, as if every material point 
A. p. t078 02- had been satisfactorily adjusted, Caesar proceeded to inform the am- 
Kliolaussut- bassador, that several Persians who had fallen into the hands 6f his 
ulakhbaur. jhat moment prisoners in his camp ; to which, affect- 

ing to treat the matter with entire indifference, Nizam-ul-mulk replied 
that it was a circumstance, of which, when he left the presence of his 
Siovereign, they were not aware, and most probably that these prisoners 
were people of no kind of note whatever. They were now ushered in 
by the emperor's directions, and gratuitously delivered over to the 
ambassador ; by whom, while under the observation of the Greeks, 
they were addressed in terms of asperity, and sharply reprimanded for 
their incaution and neglect of discipline. When they were, however, 
at aconsiderable distance on their return, Nizam-ul mulk dismounted 
from his horse ; and kissing the stirrup of his emancipated sovereign, 
with his face to the earth besought his forgiveness for any mark of dis- 
respect, with which, under the circumstances of the moment, he had 
affected to treat him. The Sultan, after loading his faithful and ac- 
complished Vezzeir with caresses, rejoined his camp in safety without 
further accident. 

Subsequent to this felicitous enlargement, hostilities were resumed 
between Melek Shah and the Greek emperor, who became in his turn 
theprisonerofhisillustriousadversary ; and his eyesn • sooner fell upon 
his conqueror, than he recognized and briefly addressed him in these 
words : “ Ifthou art a king thou wilt freely forgive the past ; ifa mer- 
“ chant, sell me ; if a butcher, put me to death.” ‘T am a king” replied 
the magnanimous Melek Shah ; and with that immediately setting him 
at large, he sent him home in safety to his own dominions. But as he 
died shortly afterwards, the countries which acknowledged the autho- 
rity of the Greek (the Anatolian peninsula most probably) if the author 
is entitled to credit, were transferred !)y the Scljukian monarch to his 
kinsman, Suliman the son of Kuttulmesh, thegovernorofSvria. There 
is at the same time a probability, that the whole of this transaction 
jnay refer to what took place at an earlier period, between Alep Arslan 
and the emperor llomanus Diogenes, as described by Mr. Gtbbon. 

Towards the conclusion of the reign ot !MeU'k Shalt, some serious 
discussions having arisen between the princess Turkan IChatun, who 



6h(leavbfed tb secufe the succession for her son Mahmfld, and the min- 
ister Ni2am-ul-mulk, who was equcUy strenuous in behalf of Sultan 
Burguiaurug, that ambitious female availed herself of the interccnifse 
which she held with her husband, to calumniate and misrepresent the 
actions of his virtuous and faithful servant ; accusing him of having 
distributed the honors andeniolumentsoftheerapire between his twelve 
sons; and of having thus effectually excluded the whole of the other 
nobility and members of his court, from the advantages to which they 
W'ere entitled under the influence of their master’s grandeur. These insin- 
uations artfully repeated, at last produ ced an entire change in the disposi- 
tionofthe Sultan towards his Vezzeir; to whom, when his jealousy had 
Teen sufficiently awakened, he sent a message to require, that if he con- 
sidered himself in effect his competitor for the monarchy, he should 
without further evasion declare it. But ifnot, he desired to know what 
were his views in disposing of the different governments of the empire 
amonghisownchildren,withoutconsultingthepleasureofhis sovereign; 
or on w hatgrounds he presumed to exercise such arbitrary interference 
in every department of the state ? In the mean time it behoved him to 
understand, that if from that moment he scrupled to recede from his 
arrogant pretensions, the turban would be struck from his head, and his 
inkstand transferred to another. To this Nizam-ul-mulk resolutely re- 
plied, thatby an irrevocable destiny his turban and inkstand, and the 
throne and tiara of his sovereign, were inseparably united; and that 
the stability of these four things reciprocally depended one upon the 
other. The messengers who conveyed the reply were further prevailed 
upon, by the vindictive queen, to add such other aggravating circuin-: 
stances, as produced the last degree of irritation in the mind of the 
Sultan ; by whom theVizzaurut was immediately transferred to Tauje- 
ul-inulk Abul Ghanaeim the Kommite, the Diwaun or steward of 
the household of Turkan Khathn, with instructions to commence 
without delay a rigorous investigation into the conduct ofNizam-ul- 
mulk. Melek Shah had in the mean time quitted Isfahaun on his 
way to Baghdad, and the discarded minister was already in motion to 
follow ; when in the month of RamZaun of the four hundred and eighty 
fifth of the Ilidjerah,* that aged and princely V^ezzek was mortally 
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wounded, by the knife of one of the detestable fanatics In the service, 
of Hussun Sabah, suborned to the act by Tauje-ul-mulk the new 
minister. Nizam-ul-mulkexpired the ensuingday, andis here affirmed 
to have been the first who fell a victim to the atrocious system of pri- 
vate assassination established by the chief of Alinowut. His body wa 4 
taken back, and committed to the grave at Isfahaun ; and from some 
verses on his death bed addressed to his sovereign, intreating his pro- 
tection for his children, he represents himself to have attained to the 
advanced age of ninety three. 

It is further stated on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa, that 
when eleven years of age, this distinguished minister could recite from 
memory the whole of the Koran ; and that at a very early period of his 
life, he had attained to considerable eminence in the system of Imaum 
Shafei, the founder of the third sect. From the numerous charitable 
and benevolent establishments, which he founded and carried to a com- 
pletion, throughout the empire, particularly at Isfahaun, Baghdad, and 
Bassorah, it is not surprising that his memory should have been long 
held in veneration. One noble monument, the Nizammiah college at 
Baghdad, stood for ages a memorial of his liberal regard for science ; and 
became early celebrated in an eminent degree by the lectures there de- 
livered by the Imaums Abu Ishack the Shirauzite, and Ghazaulv, both 
renowned as the most distinguished doctors of the age in which they 
lived. 

But without further expatiating on the unbounded liberality, and 
magnificent spirit of this celebrated minister, we shall proceed to state 
that in this his last journey, MelekShah arrived at Baghdad on the 24 th 
of Ramzaun ; and that, whde pursuing his favorite amusement of the 
chase, he was taken ill in the field, on the third of thesucceedingmonth 
of Shavaul,* and compelled to return to the metropolis of the Khalifs, 
under great distress and depression of mind. At the expiration of 
eighteen days only, from the death ofNizam-ul-mulk he, finally, ex- 
changed the trappings of earthly glory, for the silent mansions of 
the dead. 

Sultan Melek Shah thus expired, after a splendid and prosperous 
teign of twenty years, at the early age of thirty eiglit. in his persoa 
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fie|s described to have been as handsome, as he was in disposition vir- 
tuous and engaging^ During the whole of his reign, which was distin- 
guished by his uniform love of justice (the noble argument ofa mon- 
arch’s praise,) he studied, with unabated zeal and diligence, topromote 
the prosperity, theembellishment, the security of his dominions; which 
was abundantly attested by the numerous charitable establishments, 
the plantations, gardens, and the fortresses, which cov^ered and adorned 
every province oftheempire. The learned of every class and professio* 
he supported and encouraged in their pursuits, by enlarged and liberal 
salaries. His love of the chace has been already adverted to'; and it is 
but justice to add, that for every animal which bled by his own hand, 
he invariably gav'e to the poor a dinaur of gold ; and the immensity of 
his equipments may be in some measure estimated from the circum- 
stance that, whether stationary or on the march, his person was never 
attended by less than fortyseven thousand cavalry. To him, not only 
his immediate relatives, but many who werestrangers to his blood, were 
indebted for their advancement to the highest gradations of power 
and dignity. Among the former, it has already been seen, that he con- 
ferred the province of Rum, or Anatolia, upon Suliman the son of Kut- 
tulmesh, the founder of the Anatolian Seljucides, Sultans of Icoiiium; 
as he didthatof Kermaun, on Sultan Shah thesonof Kauerd, or Kadru; 
and part of Syria he bestowed upon his brother Tennesh. Among 
the latter, he gave thekingdom of Khaurezm toNoushtekein, orNoush- 
teggin Gherjah, the founder of the Khaurezm-Shahies; Aleppo to Kel- 
lejm-ud-doulah Auksunkur ; Mossule to Tchegger or Juggermesh ; 
Hussun Keyfaur to Artek ; Mardein toAuktemmhr; and Farss to 
Rokken-ud-doulah Khomaurtekein. And the possessions thus disti'- 
buted, remained with these chiefs and their posterity for many gener- 
ations afterwards. According to Mr. Gibbon, he illustrated the sixth 
year of his reign by the adoption, into the Mahommedan chronologv^ 
of a new aera, called after him that of M61ek Shah, which commenced, 
as stated by the same eloquent historian, on the authority of Dr. Hyde, 
on the fifteenth of March, A. D. 1079 ; corresponding nearly with 
the eleventh of Ramzaun, of the four hundred and seventy first 
the Hidjerah. 
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SAltan Rokken-ud-deirt Abulmuzuffur HuRCtriAB’^trG, Kesseiiti- 
e-Aineir-ul-moumenein, the son of Melek Shah, fourth monarch of 
the race of Selj Ilk. 

At the period of his father’s death this prince wa§ residing at Isfa- 
haun, and appears to have been considered the legitimate successor to 
the dominions of the house of Seljuk ; but the princess Turkan Kh&tun 
and her son Mahmud, being immediately on the spot at Baghdad, she 
availed herself of the opportunity to solicit from the Khalif Mukteddv, 
a patent for the succession, in favor ofthe same Mahmud. The Khalifat 
first resisted herapplication, but beingprevailed upon by her importuni- 
ties, and by the receipt of a very large sum of money, he ultimately con- 
ferred upon Mahmud the title of royalty. On which a force was imme- 
diately dispatched by the ambitious dowager for Isfahaun, in order to 
secure the person of Burguiaurug. 

That prince, through the assistance of some ofthe domestics ofNi- 
zam-ul-mulk, was however enabled to effect his escape, and to join 
his governor, or Atabek, Ameir Tukkushtekein ; whoconveved him in 
safety to Rey, and there publicly seated him on the throne of his father. 
Shortly afterwards, Turkan Khatun conducted her son into Isfahaun, 
and with equal solemnity proceeded to encircle his brows with the di- 
adem of sovereign power: but Sultan Burguiaurug approaching to 
attempt the metropolis of his family, at the head of twenty thousand 
horse, an accommodation was brought to pass between him and his 
stepmother, the dowager queen ; by which, on the payment offive hun- 
dred thousand dinaurs* from his father’s effects, he consented to with- 
draw from the siege of Isfahaun, and retire to the northward. 

Burguiaurug was, bowe\'er, no sooner on his march for liamadaun, 
on receipt of his money, than the artful dowager prevailed upon 
Ameir Issmaeil, his maternal uncle, on the promise of her hand, tocom- 
inence hostilities against hisnephew ; with whom, in themonth of llain- 
zaun of the year four hundred and eighty six,t he came accordingly 
to a tvell contested, and obstinate battle. Issmaeil was however de- 
feated, and taken prisoner by the troops of the Sultan, and immmedi- 
ately put to death. In the succeeding month of Shavaul Buro-uiaiiru^ 
• l«3,33al. 6s. 8d. at the lowest computation. | October, D. i0£)3. 
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itas nevertheless compelled to quit the field by another uncle, Amelr 
Tennesh the son of Alep Arslan; with whon) bein^ unable to contend, 
he now retreated, as it would appear towards Isfahan n. Fortunately 
about this period the princess Turkan Khatun had ceased to exist ; and 
Sultan Mahmud proceeding to meet Burguiauriig, on his arrival in the 
neighborhood, the two brothers entered Isfahaun together in a very 
amicable manner. But some of the chiefs attached to the interests of 
Sultan Mahmud, in order to evince their zeal, proceeded to arrest the 
person of Burguiaurug, and were about to deprive him of sight, 
when Mahmud was suddenly attacked by the small pox, which termin- 
ated his existence. Burguiaurug was immediately relieved from con- 
straint by the conspirators, and restored to his authority. 

Thus at leisure to attend to the affairs of his government, the Sultan 
proceeded to attest his gratitude for the services of the father, by con- 
ferring the dignity of the Vizzaurut upon Mueyud-ul-mulk, the son 
of Nizam-ul-mulk. But Fakher-ul-miilk another son of the cele- 
brated vezzeir’s, arriving from Khorassaun a few days afterwards, 
Burguiaurug, for reasons which are not explained, cancelled his re- 
cent appointment, and transferred it to the new-comer. He then hast- 
ened with his army to bring to a decision his contest with Anieir 
.Tennesh; whom, after a considerable struggle, he finally defeated and 
killed. Another uncle still survived to dispute his authority ; Arslan 
Shah the son of Alep Arslan, wdio had declared against him in Khor- 
assaun ; and he was marching to that quarter, when the insurgent 
was suddenly put to death, by a youth whom he attempted to force ro 
his libidinous and detestable propensities; an event which c n firmed 
Burguiaurug in possession of Khorassaun, withoutthe hazard of a con- 
flict. After a short residence in that province, he consigned the go- 
vernment to his brother Sunjur, and returned into Irak. 

While the Sultan was absent in Khorassaun on this occasion, Mu- 
eyud-ul-mulk, the discarded Vezzeir, had av'ailed himself of the op- 
portunity, to infuse the spirit of revolt into another of the imperial line, 
of the name of Atriz, who had succeeded in assembling an armv in 
Irak, and was at this period marching for Iley. But on reaching Sawah 
on his way to that metropolis, .this prince was also treacherously cut off, 
by one of the lanatics of Alinowut. Mueyud-ui-muik now directed 
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A. H. 492-4. his course to the city of Keujah, the residence of Mahommed the son 
A. D. 1099-1101. of Melek Shah ,* whom he next prevailed upon to engage in hostilities 
Kholaussut- against his brother. In Shavaul of the year four hundred and ninety 
iil-akLbaw. royal brothers were accordingly hastening to bring their dif- 

ferences to the decision of a battle ; when the generals or principal 
Ameirs of Burguiau rug’s court, offended with the conduct of Mejid- 
ul-mulk the mustouffy, or controller or auditor of the exchequer, 
because he had presumed to withhold their emoluments, sought to 
put that minister to death ; and as he fled for protection to the presence, 
the exasperated chiefs pursued, and cut him to pieces before the eyes 
of their sovereign. Alarmed at this flagrant proof of audacity, and of 
defiance to his authority, the Sultan privately withdrew from the Ko- 
hestaun of Ir&k, and fled to Rey ; which placed his brother Mahom- 
med without further obstacle on the throne of Irtik Ajem ; and the 
prime ministry, as might have been expected from the gratitude of his. 
prince, was now lodged in the hands of Mueyud-uUmulk. 

Having contrived, however, to assemble a fresh army, Sultan Bur- 
guiaurug proceeded again, in the month of Rudjub,* of the four hund- 
red and ninety-third of the Hidjerah, to give battle to Mahommed; 
w as entirely defeated, and this time compelled to seek an asylum in 
Khuzistaun. In that province, being however joined by Amcir Ay- 
auz, one of the slaves of Melek Shah, he was enabled, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the year four hundred and ninety-four, f a third time 
to offer battle to his brother ; and in this he proved finally successful ; 
fortune with the victory putting into his hands the obnoxious Vezzeir, 
Mueyud-ul mulk. During the period of his captivity, this minister 
is stated to have exerted himself with such address to justify his con- 
duct, and to disarm the resentment of the Sultan, that the latter, from 
an excess of lenity, was at fast prevailed upon to encourage him with 
the expectation of being restored to his appointments: but when 
things were at this crisis, while the Sultan was reposing himself, one 
day at noon from the heat of the weather, he happened to overhear 
a conversation betw'een his cupbearer and another attendant ; in which 
rile former presumed te observe that this same race of Seljuk appeared 
* August, 1 999. t May, A. D. 1 100. } April, A. D. llOl. 
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to him to possess neither true magnanimity, nor sense of injury, since A. H. 494-9a. 
the Sultan, notwithstanding his multiplied treasons, could yet conceive A. D. iioi .4« 
the thought of again creating Mueyud-iil-mulk the first minister of Kholausbut- 
his government. Not a little irritated by the remark, Burguiaurug 
liastily issued from his tent, with his sword drawn, and having directed 
the unfortunate Vezzeirto be brought before him, immediately struck 
off his bead ; desiring the cupbearer to keep in mind, that on some 
occasions, the race of Seljuk could prove themselves not entirely defi- 
cient in spirit. 

Subsequent to this period, when two successive conflicts had fur- 
ther taken place between the Sultans Burguiaurug and Mahommed, 
a treaty of peace was at last concluded between the rival brothers; by 
which it was finally agreed, that Syria, Diaurbekir, Azerbayjaun, 

Mnghaun, Armenia, and Georgia, should be comprized within the 
dominions of Sultan Mahommed; and that the remainder of the patri- 
mony of the houseof Seljuk, consisting, probably, of eastern and wes- 
tern Irak, Farss and Khorassaun, with the whole of the territory 
beyond the Oxus, should continue under the authorUy of Burgui- 
aurug. Tlie dissensions between the family appear to have thus hap- 
pily terminated until the death of Burguiaurug ; which took place in 
the four hundred and ninety-eighth of the Hidjerah,* the twenty-fifth 
year of his age, and the thirteenth of his reign* 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein Abu Shujia Mahommed, son.of Melek 
Shah, Kesseim-e-Aineir-ul-moumeneiu, fifth monarch of the race of 
Seljuk. 

Immediately on the death of bis brother, Sultan Mahommed laid 
claim to the entire possessions of the house of Seljuk ; although Me- 
lek Shah the son of Burguiaurhg, had been early seated on the throne 
of his father, by the two slaves Ayauz and Sedkah, who prepared, Sultan Ma- 
svvord in hand, to support the rights of the young prince. But when ^ 
the armies were about to engage, a cloud, in the shape of a dragon Seljuk. 
vomiting flames, appearing above the heads of the troops of Ayauz 
and Sedkah, they were so appalled by the phenomenon, that they 
instantly sued for pardon, and declared in favor of Sultan Mahommed. 
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The young prince, and his two advisers, now fell into the hands of thft 
Sultan, by whom they were sent, the former to a prison, the latter to 
the grave. 

Sultan Mahommed, in the former Jummaudy of the year four hun- 
dred and ninety-eight,* appeared at Baghdad; where, though the- au- 
thority ofhis nephew had been readily proclaimed by Mustezhir B’Illah» 
he, however, treated that Khalif with distinguished respect and honor. 
On this occasion, it is stated that while the Sultan continued at 
Baghdad, Ahmed the son of Abdulmelek Attaush, a confirmed ad- 
vocate of the Bowautinists, or Ismaeilians, who had long preached 
his schismatical doctrines to thegarrison ofDezhkoh, a fortress in the 
neighborhood of Isfahaun erected by Sultan Melek Shah, availed 
himself of the opportunity to make himself master of that stronghold, 
and to declare himself in a state of disobedience. On information of 
this contumacious act of rebellion in the very heart ofhis dominions, 
Sultan Mahommed returned without delay towards his capital, and 
immediately laid siege to the fortress ofDezhkoh. AVhen the resources 
of the garrison became nearly exhausted, Ahmed Attaush conveyed 
a message to Saud-ul-mulk the Oujian, who held the office of Vez- 
zeir to the Sultan, and who had privately embraced the doctrines of 
the Schismatics, to apprize him that the subsistance of his followers 
being reduced almost to nothing, he should, in the course of two or 
three days, be constrained to capitulate with his adversaries. The 
perfidious Vezzeir to this verbally replied, that it behoved him to 
exert his patience for a week longer, until he could find the means of 
removing this dog, alluding to his sovereign, out of the wav. The 
Sultan, from a constitutional heat of temperament, had been in the 
habit of bleeding regularly once a month, and the period at which he 
usually underwent the operation now drew near. Saud-ul-mtilk then 
seized the opportunity, and with a bribe of one thousand dinaurs, pre- 
vailed upon the surgeon to bleed his master with a poisoned lancet. 
The chamberlain of Saud-ul-mulk becoming, however, by some 
means or other, acquainted with the design, fortunately disclosed it to 
his wifej and the lady, as will sometimes happen, made the secret • 
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known to her gallant; so that it could not ultimately fail to find its A. H, 498 511. 
way, to him whom it most materially concerned, Sultan Mahommed A. D. 1100-1 7. 
upon this, feigning to be suddenly indisposed, sent for his surgeon to 
perform the usual operition ; and the latter had bound his arm, and 
was proceeding to touch it with the point of his lancet, when the 
royal patient fixed his eyes with stern severity'- on the countenance of 
the guilty miscreant. A tremor seized the limbs of the traitor ; he 
made a full and immediate confession of the truth, and w'as bled to 
death with his own lancet. The treacherous minister, with all 
attached to him, suffered the punishment due to his crimes ; and the 
garrison, apprized of what had happened, delivered up their fort with- 
out further resistance. Theirleader becominga prisoner, was conducted 
into Isfahaun, riding on a camel with his hands bound, by command 
of the Sultan; and in the course of a few days he ivas condemned to 
perish by an ignoininous death, and his body burnt, together with 
those of all his misguided assoriates. 

In this place we are informed, on the authority' of the Tarikh guzei- 
dah, although it is not easy to reconcile it with the corresponding peri- 
ods of the history, that Sultan Mahommed was engaged, towards the 
conclusion of his reign, on a distant expedition into Hindustaun ; dur- 
ing which he signalized his zeal for the faith, by the immolation of a 
vast multitude of unhappy and unbelieving Hindus. In the course of 
the expedition, an idol came into the Siiltan’s possession, of the enorm- 
ous weight of two thousand maunns, about eight and twenty tons at 
the lowest computation, which the natives offered to redeem with an 
equal weight in pearl. The Sultan rejected their offer with disdain ; 
observing, that were he to comply', the world might justly entitle him 
Mahommed th^ idol-merchant, for the same reason that a certain sta- 
tuary of the name of Azer, was called the idol-cutter. The image was 
accordingly conveyed all the way to Isfahaun, where it was laid 
across the threshold at the entrance of the college which contains the 
tomb of Sultan Mahommed. It must, at the same time, occur to the 
reader, that nearly the same circumstance has been already related of 
Sultan iMahmud of Gheznin. 

In the early part of the five hundred and eleventh ofthe Hidjerah» 
while stretched on the bed of sickness and debility, Sultan Mahom- 
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med declared his son Mahmud successor to the throne of Toghrel Beg; 
and shortly afterwards closed his earthly career at the age of thirty 
seven, having reigned for about thirteen years subsequent to the de- 
mise of his brother. He bears with historians the character of a pious 
and temperate prince, distinguished for his inviolable adherence to his 
engagements, for his rigid and inflexible regard to truth, and for the 
just and equitable principles on which he governed his people. 

Sultan Muezz-ud-dein Suxjur, entitled Burhaun*-e-Ameir-ul-mou- 
inenein, the son of Melek Shah, sixth monarch of the race ofSeljiik. 

This able prince had already administered the government ofivhor- 
assault for a period of twenty years, during the successive reigns of his 
brothers, Burguiaurug and Mahommed ; and assuming the sovereign 
authority on the death of the latter, he proceeded into Irak to vindi- 
cate his claims against his nephew Mahmud, who had collected an 
army to oppose him. The younger prince being however defeated, 
withdrew towards Sawah ; but submitting to bis destiny, and repair- 
ing respectfully to the presence of his uncle, he met with a liberal re- 
ception ; and was invested with the government of 1‘crsian Irak, with 
no other apparent stipulation, than that the name of Sultan Sunjur 
should have precedence in the public prayers. 

During the five hundred and twenty-fourthj' of the Ilidjcrah, Sul- 
tan Sunjur was employed in Transoxiana, to suppress the rebellion of 
Ahmed the son of Suliman, governor of Samarkand. The insurgent 
sustained a siege of some duration within the walls of that city ; but 
ultimately submitting to the Sultan, the government was transferred 
to a slave of thatmonarch’s. It was, however, restored to Ahmed ben 
Suliman, after he had continued for some time in disgrace. 

In the year five hundred and thirty ,+ the Seljukian was involved in 
hostilities with Behram Shah king ofGheznein, who was indebted to 
him for his crown ; and who yet thought fit about this period to with- 
hold the tribute, which he had voluntarily incurred by an obligation so 

essential. Sultan Sunjur proceeding however towards Gheznein, at 
the head of his troops, matters were ultimately accommodated, Behram 
Shah submitting to make good his engagements for the future. Fiv^ 

♦A dcmonstralion, or perhaps a ray, of the power of the coramaiider of the faithful. 
tA. D.1130. JA. D. 1135. 
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y^ars afterwards,^ (in 555) the presence of Sultan Sunjur was again 
required in Transoxiana, by fresh indications of hostility on the part 
of the governor of Samarkand, at this time languishing under a recent 
stroke of the palsy. After a siege of six months, being reduced to 
extremity, he once more delivered up the city to the Sultan ; in whose 
presence he is described to have appeared with his mouth distorted, 
and the saliva streaming down the corners. He was now finally 
removed; though the province was bestowed upon his son Nusser 
Khaun. They were probably an inferior branch of the Seljukian 
family. 

About the same period, misled by the counsels of some of his nobi- 
lity, Sultun Sunjur imprudently entered into a war w^ith Gur Khaun, 
the monarch of Kara Khatay, or central Tartary, who hastened to 
oppose him with all the force of his dominions. By a sudden and 
unaccountable defection, or dereliction of duty, on the part of the 
same nobles, the Sultan was left to precipitate himself on the ranks 
of his adversaries, with nomore than three hundred followers; and with 
fifteen of that number only, who survived the attempt, he succeeded 
in making good his retreat to the fortress of Termed, until joined by 
others who had escaped from the field of battle. Turkan Khatun, his con- 
sort, with Tanje-ud-dein-Abul Fuzzul governorofSeiestaun, remained 
however, in the hands of the infidels, although they were some time 
afterwards released, and conducted into Kliorassaun. 

The effects of this defeat produced in the destiny of Sultan Sunjur, 
the most unfavorable reverse ; as it diminished to a serious extent that 
awe with which the world had hitherto been accustomed to contem- 
plate his power. Fereid-ud-dein-Kateb addressed the following lines 
to console him under his misfortune. 

Long has the agitated world been composed, illustrious prince, by 
the motion of thy spear ; 

For fortyyears has thy sword procured vengeance on thine enemies ; 

Should some slight reverse befal thee, be it ascribed where due, to 
the mutability of fortune ; 

For the BEING who reigns in eternity, is alone HE that is exempt 
from chamro, 
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A. H. 543-4B. In the five hundred and forty-third* of the Ilidjerah, the Sliltan was, 

A. D. 1148-53. ijoYvever, sufficiently recovered from the sense of these calamities, to 

Kholaussut- yjgjj- Persian Irak ; where he w^as received bv his nephew Sultan 
ul-akhbaur. ,,,,,,,, , ,,i" , 

Mussaoud, who had recently succeeded to the government, on the 

death of Mahmud, with every mark of respect and attachment, H, re 
he also received letters from his tributary, Behram Shah of Gheznein, 
announcing his successes in Ghour, and accompanied by Neikserr 
the Surian ; one of the chiefs of the country who had been conducted 
to the presence of the Sultan, in order to attest these triumphs over a 
warlike people. Nevertheless, in the course of the following year* 
Alla-ud-dein Husseyne tfe Ghurian, with Ally Tchetry, the latter 
educated by the immediate bounty of Sultan Sunjur, commenced hos- 
tilities against his authority, and threatened Khorassaun with invasion. 
Sultan Sunjur hastened to oppose their designs, defeated them in 
battle, and made prisoners both of Alla-ud-dein and his associate. 
The former he detaineil in custody, but the latter he condemned to 
immediate execution for his in2;ratitude. The result of this victory 
was to restore to the Sultan a great part or his former renown, which 
was again re-echoed to the remotest limits of theearth. When he had 
however detained Alla-ud-dein Husseyne for some time a prisoner at 
his court, he discovered in that chieltain so many engaging and bene- 
volent qualities, that he treated him with distinguished kindness, 
and finally sent him to preside over his nitive province of Ghour. 

In the year five hundred and fortv-eight,* Sultan Sunjur was des- 
tined to experience the direst calamity that can fall to the lot of a 
sovereign prince ; that by which he is thrown into the bands of his 
enemies. In a former period of his government, he had been induced 
to admit of the settlement, in the terntorv of Ivhotlan, Fclieghaunian, 
and the neighbourhood ofBiilkh, of a colony of forty thousand Turk- 
man families, of that particular race which bore the appellation of 
Hush-e-Ghuzz — the swarm of the Ghuzzi ; on their engaging to fur- 
nish for the use of his kitchen, an annual supply of four and twenty 
thousand sheep. Under this tenure they had, for some time, been 
suffered to enjoy in the country a peaceable and unmolested resi- 
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dence; until, unfortunately, one of the agents of the Khaunsalaur, or 
purveyor of the kitchens, employed to demand the usual supply, con- 
trary to the practice of his predecessors, in selecting the animals pro- 
ceeded to cavil and dispute with the Turkmans; who, neither disposed 
to endure nor submit to his insolence, without ceremony put him to 
death, and immediately displayed the standard of insurrection. Not 
daring to apprize his sovereign of what had passed, the Khaunsalaur 
continued for sometime to supply the Sultan’s table at his own expence; 
but AmeirKomauje, the governor of Balkh, happening to visit Meru, 
at this period the residence of the court, the Khaunsalaur disclosed 
to him the nature of the dilemma to which he had been reduced, by 
the misconduct and rapacity of his agent. On this, Komauje embraced 
the first opportunity of introducing, to the Sultan, the subject of the 
increasing strength and refractory spirit of the Ghuzzians, and con- 
trived to obtain for himself a patent for the controul of that obnoxi- 
ous tribe. When he returned to Balkh, he accordingly dispatched to 
demand from the Ghuzzians their arrears of supply, a person whom 
they immediately expelled, with every mark of contempt and insult ; 
proclaiming that they were the subjects of the Sultan alone, and that 
they’acknowledged no other superior. Ameir Komauje accompanied 
by his son Melek-ul-Shurk, now proceeded to the neighborhood of 
the Ghuzzian settlements, equally prepared for hunting and for battle; 
notwithstanding which, he was attacked and kdled by the insurgents. 

On intelligt'nce of this act of hostility, Sultan Sunjur in concur- 
rence w ith the advice of his courtiers, hastened in person, to reduce the 
rebels to their duty; while on their part, the Ghuzzians, on his 
approach, dispatched to the camp of the Sultan to apologize for their 
conduct, and to solicit his forgiveness ; offering in atonement for their 
offence, and for the blood of Ameir Komauje, to pay a fine of one 
hundred thousand dinaurs, accompanied by one hundred Khatayan 
slaves. The Sultan seemed dispost d to accede to these terms, and to 
return to INleru ; but his Ameirs objected, that if the (ihuzzians were 
suffered to elude the chastizement they deserved, his empire would 
be exposed to perils and distractions, beyond his ability to obviate or 
appease. It was therefore determined to proceed in the design against 
the Ghuzzians ; but when the royal army drew near to the stations of 


A. H. 543. 
A. D. 1153. 

Kholaussut- 

ul-akhbaur. 


368 

A.H. 54^^51. the insurgents, an attempt was again made on the part of the latter to 
A. D. 1153 - 56 . awaken the compassion of the Sultan by the most humble intreaties, 
Kiiolausbut- and by an offer to add to the amount of the former fine, one munn, or a 
ul-akhbaur. ^ hundred weight of gold, from every household lielonging 

to the tribe, if he would engage to pardon their disobedience. The 
monarch appeared still disposed to the side of mercy ; but as his power 
was now rapidly tending to its close, the counsels of two of his Ameirs, 
on whose judgment he principally relied, prevailed with him to force 
the rebels to a battle. The Ghuzzians, thus driven to despair, pro- 
ceeded, like men devoted to destruction, to combat in sell-defence; 
and the greater part of the Sultan’s generals, from a misunderstanding 
with his two advisers, discharging their duty with criminal negligence 

in the conflict which ensued, the insurgents were completely triumphant, 

and the Sultan became their prisoner. Although they continued to 
treat their royal captive for some time w ith every outw'ard appearance 
of respect, the Ghuzzians availed themselves of their victory to attend 
him to Meru, at that period a city of great extent and opulence ; which 
they devoted for three days and as many nights, to plunder and outrage. 
After which, not yet satisfied with their booty, they proceeded to 
torture the inhabitants, in order to discover such property as had 
escaped the general pillage 5 and under these circumstances, great 
numbers of the most distinguished and respectable believers perished, 
from the cruelties inflicted upon them by this ferocious and exasper- 
ated horde. 

The same enormities were extended by the Ghuzzians through the 
greater part of K ho rassaun ; theunfortunateSunjur, whom they hadulti- 
mately confined to an iron cage, being condemned to the mockery of a 
daily exhibition on his throne, fora period of almost four years ; during 
Avhich the country was compelled to submit to every species of op- 
pression and outrage. All this timrf'the Sultan was deterred from any 
plan of escape by the consideration that his consort, the princess 
Turkan Khatun, was also in the hands of his oppressors; but in the 
five hundred and fifty-first of the Hidjerah,* which produced the 
death of that princess, he no longer delayed to deliberate on the means 
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ibfhis deliverance. The care of his person had been entrusted to Ameir 
Eleiaus, one of the Ghuzzian chiefs ; and this man he now prevailed 
upon to conduct him, on the pretence of hunting, to the banks of the 
Jeyhun ; where Ameir Ahmed Komauje the governor of Termed, 
■w'ith whom the plan had been preconcerted, and who had provided 
boats for the occasion, suddenly made his appearance ; and succeeded 
in carrying off the person of his sovereign, and in conveying him in 
safety to the castle of Termed. After continuing in that fortress, as 
long as it was necessary to collect a sufficient body of his adherents, 
Sultan Sunjur proceeded to revisit his capital of Meru ; but observing, 
on his approach, the desolation which pervaded the country, and the 
deplorable distress of its inhabitants, the spectacle became too painful 
for his feelings; and the aged monarch, now in his seventy third year, 
sunk lujder the burden of his afflictions, on the twenty fifth of the for- 
mer RcbbeTa of the five hundred and fifty second of the Hidjerah ;*after 
reigning paramount sovereign of the Persian empire for one and forty 
years. 

Sultan Sunjur has been equally praised for his piety, and modesty of 
disposition, and for his benevolence and the love of his people; for 
his respect for, and his encouragement of learning, and learned men, 
and for his zeal and exertions to promote the advancement of his reli- 
gion : and if he failed in extending the dominions of his fanaily by for- 
eign coiKpiost, and became otherwise unfortunate in the conclusion of 
his reign, it has by no one been ascribed to any deficiency in talents 
either for war or government ; in both of which he is universally ac- 
knowledged to have excelled. The grandeur of the house of Seljuk in 
its extended sense, at the same time, appears to have terminated with 
this prince. His sister*s son, Mahmud, the son of MahommecJ 
Khaun, paternally descentled from Boghra Khaun of Turkestaun, »s 
stated, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa, to have succeeded to 
the sovereignty of Khorassann, on the death of Sultan Sunjur; but one 
of his ministers revolting against his authority, in the sixth year of his 
government, (A. II. 5d8.) Mahmud was taken prisoner and deprived of 
•sight; after which, part of the territory of that noble province, was 
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appropriotprl l>y the kiivjs of Khaurezm, whil<^ the remainder continued 
se.hject to the predatory and irrei^ular <?;overnmei{t of the Ghuz^i. 
TiiC history mest now recede to take a siirvcv of th*^ transactions, in 
which the collateral branches of tins celebrated race -were more iin-* 
mediately concerned. 

Shltan Mogheyth-ud-dein Ma HMr D, the son of Mahoaimed son of 
Mclek Shah, entitled Yeiiaeiu- Aineir-ul-mou'aen.dn. 

It was formerly noticed that this priiice, nomin ited by hisfath^^r to 
succeed to the entire dominions of the house ofSeljuk, was ultimately 
compelled to confine' his pretensions to the two provdnc-:‘S of Persian 
and Arabian Irak ; in the gov^aminent of which he was coufinned by 
his uncle Sultan Sunjur, He held his autliority for a period of four- 
teen years ; and is described as a virtuous prince, elegant in his person, 
and of great mildness ofdisposition. He was howevergroatlyaddicted 
to woiijen, and devoted much of his time and attention, to his dogs, 
and to the amusements of the chase. These amusements were, at the 
same time, not suffered to detach him either from the coutroul of his 
finances, the siiperiutendance of his daily expenditure, or the punctual 
subsistance of his troo])s. He died at Hainadaun, which was become 
the metropolis of this branch of the family, in the mouth of Shav uil 
of the five hundred and twenty fifth of the Ilidjcrah,* at the age of 
seven and twenty. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Togiihel, the son of Mahommed son of 
!Melek Shah, in conformity with the instructions of his uncle, suc- 
ceeded, on the death of hisbrother Mahmud to the government of Irak, 
both Persian and AraViian. He was however, during the whole of his 
government, engaged in perpetual hostilities, with various success, 
against his surviving brotluw Sultan Mussaoud ; after sustaining a con- 
test with whom for a period of three years, he rpxitt^'d this stage of ex- 
istence, in Moliurrim of the five hundred and twenty ninth of the 
llidjcrah leaving a character distinguished for strict and impartial 
justice, for scrunulous abstention from all that was repugn, me to the 
laws of his religion, and for singular valour, inodestv, and humanity. 

Sidtan Gheyauth-ud-dein Mussaoud, the son of Mahommed son 
of Aiclek Shah. 
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Being at Baghdad at the period of his brother’s death, a part of the 
Ameirs of the governmentdispatched without delay toinvite Mussaoud 
to Hamadaun, to take possession of the vacant authority ; while others 
with equal activity sent to Tebreiz, to demand the presence of his ne- 
phew Daoud, the son of the deceased monarch. Sultan Mussaond, 
obtaining, however, the start of the younger prince, suddenly appeared 
at Hamadaun, and received the submission of the whole, with reluc- 
tance, or cordiality, just as the parties felt affected to his interests. 

The Khalit's Mustershid, and Rashid Billah engaging in hostile de- 
signs against the authority of Sultan Mussaoud, were both assassinated 
by some of the fanatic disciples of the chief of Almowut, as form:" ly 
rela*^ed, in the early part of his government. The presence of the Sultan 
was therefore again required at Baghdad ; where, he proceeded accord- 
ingly to place L'l .Mukteffy on the throne of the Ivhelaufut. While 
he was abs(mt from Hamadaun on this occasion, intelligence was con- 
veyed to him that designs hostile to his government, averc under the 
contemplation of the lieutenant of Farss ; and he found it expedient 
to detach hisbrother St ljukShah, accompanied by his Atabek, or go- 
vernor, or. preceptor, KarajSunkur, to restf)re obedience in that pro- 
vince. The Atabek had however madebutone march from the encamp- 
nn nt of Sultan Mussaoudi, when he had the audacitv to dispatch a 
iiii^ssage to that monarch, to announce that he should not advance a 
step turtiier, until the head of the minister, Mahommed Khauzen, 
was sent to him. Tliis personage had rendered himself particularly 
obnoxious to the Ameirs, not less by his imperious and haughty de- 
meanor, than by the sequestration of their emoluments ; and iio.vever 
his master might have been disposed to protect him, the demand of 
the Atabek w as repeated with such determined pertinacity, that it was 
finally complied with ; and the head of the unfortunate \ ezzeir w’as 
gi -. enup to his importunities. Kara Sunkur then proceeded into Farss ; 
and having reduced the metropolis of Sheirauz, and placed it in the 
possession of Seljuk Shah, he returned to the court of Aliissdoud, 
whore lie died some time afterwards. 

The Sultan now transferred his confidence to the Atabeks F.vlde- 
kez, and Jandely ; on the former of whom, with the government of 
lebreizaud Azerbayjaun, he bestowed the widow of his brother Sul- 
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K. H. 532 - 47 . tan Toghrcl, ofwliicTi marriage the Ameirs Kuzzul Arslan, and Mahont* 

A. D. 1137 5-2. were the issue. Atabek Jaudely on the subsequent death of 

Seljuk Shah, was sent to preside over the province of Farss. 
lu-ajiubaur. ^ 

During his second visit to Baghdad, about the five hundred and 
thirty-second of the Hidjerah, Abbas the governor of Rey, undertook 
to transfer the throne of the absent monarch, to his brother Suliman 
Shah ; and, uniting with Abdurraihman and BCizaubah, tvv'O chiefs 
W'lio entertained similar designs in favor of Melek Shah and Mahom- 
ined, the sons of Mahmud, openly declared against Sultan MCiss^oud, 
and took possession of Isfahaun. Apprized of this dangerous combin- 
ation against his authority, the Sultan, in the very middle of winter, 
hastened towards Isfahaun ; but being intercepted on his arrival at 
Hulwaun, by a tremendous fall of snow, and other severities of the 
season, he w^as for the present constrained to postpone his vengeance, 
and return to Baghdad, On the return of more genial weather in the 
ensuing spring, however, the Sultan proceeded towards his object by 
the route of Tebreiz, at the head of a powerful army ; Suliman Shah, 
with his general Abbas, and the princes Mahommed and Melek Shah, 
awaiting his approach, at a station in the neigliborhood of Ilamadaun, 
Happily for Sultan Mussaoud, the very night preceding the day which 
had been appointed for battle, Suliman Shah unaccountably withdrew 
towards Rey, followed by Abbas; and Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah 
equally surprized and alarmed, made the best of their way towards 
Isfahaun, wdth Melek Shah and Mahommed; while Sultan Aluss&oud 
thus fortunately relieved from his embarrassments, hastened towards 
Rey on the footsteps of his brother. Shortly afterwards Suliman 
ventured to an interview with his brother; and, it being thought unad- 
\ isable by the Sultan scabinetthat he should remain any longer at large, 
he was, as might have been foreseen, immediately consigned to impri- 
sonment. Abbas, Abdurraihman, and Buzaubah, in the course of 
time, also solicited and obtained the Sultan’s pardon, and hastening 
in succession to h's presence, were treated with kindness and distinc- 
tion. But, as their breasts continued to be animated with a spirit of 
hostility towards theSaltan’sgovernment,aconsiderable period was not 
suffered to elapse before it was sufficiently demonstrated in the ingra* 



(tide of their actions jand they were, each of them in different ways, A. H. SU. 
tiltimately taken off by the hands of the executioner. A. D. 1153. 

Subsequent to these events, therein of Sultan Mussaoud proceeded Khoiuusiut- 
with unclouded prosperity to the period of his death, which took place 
in sight of Hamadaun, on the night of the first of Rudjub of the five 
hundred and forty seventh of the Hidjerah,* the forty fifth year of hia 
age, and the nineteenth of his government. He is described to have 
surpassed in liberality and benevolence of disposition, as well as in the 
strength of his understanding; and to have promoted, both by his ex- 
ample and authority, the exercise of charity in all its forms. His 
munificence is indeed alleged to have been carried to that extent, that 
he was frequently reduced to draw upon an empty treasury ; and he 
was so singularly attached to the manners, and habits of life of religious 
mendicants, that great part of his leisure hours was devoted to an 
attendance on the victims of sorrow, and the inmates of seclusion. 

Mogheyth-ud-dein Melek Shah the son of Mahmud, of Hama- 
ffaun and Irak Ajein. 

Raised to the throne, by whatever means, on the death of his uncle, 
tills prince appears to have immediately" shut himself up against every 
kind of intercourse with the Ameirs, and other officers of his srovern- 


ment, and to have totally resigned himself to hispleasures. Attempting, 
however, to seize the person of Khausseik, one of the ministers of the 
late Sultan, most distinguished for his singular prudence and extra- 
ordinary valour, the greater part of the chiefs took otience at the de- Surtax Me- 
sign, and espoused the cause of the minister ; by whose instructions, shah. 
in the month of Shavaiil of the o47th of the Hidjerah,']' Hussun Jan- 
daur, on the pretext of an entertainment given in honor of him, pro- 
ceeded to invite the prince to his house; where, at the end of three 
days, in which he had been suffered toindulge himself in every speciis 
of luxury, he was seized, and immediately confined to the castle of 
Hamadaun. Messengers were at the same time dispatched to Khuz- 
istaun, to invite his brother Mahommed to take possession of the go- 
vernment. After remaining some day's immured in his prison, however, 
fee found means to effect his escape; and proceeding by the most 


• First of October, A, D, 1152. t Jauuary, A. D. 1153» 
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unfrequented roads into the same province of Khuz’staun, he there con- 
tinued to reside until the death of his brother, in the five hundred and 
fifty .bfthof the Hidjerah ; when he advanced towards Isfahaun, with 
the object of putting himself once more in possession of the throne ot 
Irak: but he was arrested in his design by the hand of death. This 
voluptuary held his government for little more than throe mouths, and 
had only attained to his thirty second year when he died. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein M ahommed the son of Mahmud, of Ila- 
madaun and Irak Ajem, &c. 

Sultan Mahommed, in consequence of the invitation of the Ameirs. 
above adverted to, in thebeginningof Mohurriin of theyerrfive hundred 
and forty eight, repaired to Hainadaun, and immediately assumed the 
diadem of Irak. Before the expiration of the mo ith conceiving, how- 
ever, some suspicion of the views of Ameir Khansseik, he caused fnat 
chieftain to be put to death, and appropriated to him'eif the whoh- of 
his treasure and effects. As a proofof the mai^nitud.' of these articles, 
it is stated on the authority of the farikh guzeidah, tliat there were 
found in the repositories and wardrobe of th" sain ' ivh luss i c, not ess 
than thirteen thousand pieces of crimson satin, by which we are taugut 
to estimate the remainder of bis property. 

When the fate of this personage was made known to Atabek Eylde- 
kcz, and to Nussrut-ud-dein Khansseik the son of Auk Sunkur, the 
governor of Meraughah, they immediatidy declared ag linst Sultan Ma- 
hommed ; and proclaiming Ins uncle Sulnnau the son of .Mahommed, 
the son of Melek Shah the great, proceeded with a powerful army t<i- 
wards Ilamadaun. Conscious of the disparity of his troops, and of 
the more alarming disaffection of his Ameirs, Mahommed sudd uily 
abandoned his power, with all its appendages of wealth and splendor, 
and fled towards Istahaun ; whde Suliman Shah, on the other ban I, 
took possession of his capital without resistance, and seated hiinseli'in 
triumph on the abdicated throne. Under these circumstances it w.is 
suggested to the new sovereign, that it would be advisabh-to confer the 
offices of Vezzeir, and llanjeb, or minister of state and grand cham- 
berlain, on Mtizullur-ud- dein Alep Lrgha, and Shums-tid-dein Al>ul 
Kejeib, to the prejudice of the Ameirs Khaurezm Shah, and Fakhcr- 
ud-dein Kaiishy ; who had hitherto enjoyed, the one the post of ilau- 
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Jf’l), and the other that of Vezzeir respectively. Khaurezm Shah, one 
of the latter, l^einy however apprized of the proposed supersi'ssion, 
embraced an opportunity to persuade his sister, who was the wife of 
Suiiman Shah, that the nobles had suddenly entered into a conspiracy 
to restore Si.ltan Mahommed, and that very night to seize the person of 
her husband. This intelligence she naturally communicated to Suli- 
iriin ;and the prince, beingof a capacity to be imposed upon without much 
cifliculty, that same night, accompanied by his family and the most 
confidential of his adherents, withdrcvV towards Mazanderaun. The 
following day, unable to account for this ill-advised proceeding, the 
Ameirs were thrown into the utmost consternation ; and the troops 
mutinying against their leaders, hastened to gratily their propensity 
forplunderand spoliation, by appropriating to themselves all that could 
be found in the treasury and stables of the fugitive Suiiman : while Sultan 
Mahommed, punctually advised of those unexpected events, returned 
without delay to Hamadaun, and was immediately restored to his 
authority. 

Nevertheless, some time afterwards, Suiiman Shah had collected 
sufficient strength to issue from bis retreat in Mazanderaun ; and, with 
the aid of the Khalif INluktelfy, and Atabek hyldekez, on tiie banks of 
the Oras, to give battle to Sultan Mahommed. In this he was finally 
defeated, and compelled to seek for refuge at Mossule. Sultan Ma- 
hommed now conducted his army to Baghdad ; hut, in consequence of 
the revolt of his brother Melek Shah, was coii'^traiued to raliuquish 
his design of reducing that city. He died in Ziihiidje oi the five hun- 
dred and fifty fourth of the Hidjerah,* in the thirty second year of his 
age, and after an unsettled and turbulent reign of seven years. He is 
also described to have been an able, wise, and learned prince, and, as 
far as his means enabled him, to have promoted the observance of the 
law, and the honor and welfare of its ministers. 

Sultan Miiezz-ud-dein Sulim an Shah, the son of Mahommed son 
of Melek Shah, in Hamadaun, and Irak Ajem, &c. 

Quitting his retirement at Mossule, Suiiman hastened to Hamadaun 
in the former Rebbeiaoftheyear five hundred and fiit\ five,-}- and with the 
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general concun'cnce of the Ameirs of the province, ascended the throne 
of Irak. In order to gratify the wishes of Atabek Eyldekez, he had 
consented to nominate the step-son of that chieftain, Melek Arslan, 
as his successor in the royal authority ; but, through the suggestions 
of Ezz-ud-dein Keymaur, and Nausser-ud-dein Auksunkur, forming 
some design against the person of U1 Mouffek, (probably Mustanjer 
or Mustunjid, for that was thename ofthe reigning Khalif) theintention 
became known to that Khalif; who dispatched a message to inform 
the Atabek that it was expedient to establish Melek Arslan in the so- 
vereign authority, without further delay. Atabek Eyldekez was 
wrought upon, without much difficulty, to coincide in this measure, 
and proceeded to conduct his ward fromTebreiz, immediately towards 
Hamadaun. Sulinian Shah, devoted to wine and women, c^ave him- 
self in the mean time but little concern about the arrangements of his 
government; and the greater part of the nobles withdrawing from his 
court in consequence, a conspiracy was formed to seize his person ; 
which was carried into execution, as soon as Melek x'Vrslan and the Ata- 
bek, were arrived in the vicinity ot Hamadaun, towardsthe conclusion 
ot Ramzaun ot this year.* The deposed biiltaii was confined to the castle 
or citadel of the metropolis, after a short reign ot six months and a 
few days ; and he died in his prison shortly atterwards at the age of 
forty five. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Arslan the son of Toghrel, in Hamadaun, 
Irak x\jem, &c. 

Immediately on his arrival at Hamadaun, this prince was confirmed 
in the sovereign authority by the concurrent voice of his several 
Ameirs ; and he gave to the world, accordingto our author, both by the 
spkndorof his power, and the justice of his government, acourse of 
prosperity to which for some time it had been a stranger. He was 
hov\ever summoned at the commencement ot his reign to oppose the 
rebellion of Ezz-ud-dein Keymaur the governor of Isfahaun, and 
Ilussaum-ud-dein Eynaunje, or Eynauntch, governor of Rey ; who 

ad proclaimed Mahommed the son of Seljuk Shah, and wereadvanc- 
3ng towards llaipadaun. In the neighborhood of Kazfein (Casbiu) 

* £nd of September, 1160. 
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they were met, and entirely defeated by Sultan iVrslan, M^Iek Mahom- A. H. 555-G3. 
med flying towards Khuzistaun, and Keymaur and Eynaunje towards A. D. n no-6 8. 
Rey and Mazanderaun. About the same period the province of Kholausaut- 
Azerbayjaun was menaced with an invasion from the prince of En- 
jauz, a confirmed and profligate infidel,* which the Sultan hastened 
without delay to repel. In a dreadful battle which took place not 
far from the fortress of Kauk, the advocates of Islam were deci- 
sively triumphant: after which Sultan Arslan repaired to Kazvein, 
and having made himself master, sword in hand, of a fortress erected in 
the neighborhood of that place by the Issmauilians of Almowut, he 
levelled it with the ground. 

Towardsthe conclusion offivehundred and fift\mine,'f'Sultan Arslan 
proceeded towards Isfahaun ; where being joined by Atabek Zungui 
the Sclghrian, he conferred upon tiiat chief the government of Sheirauz 
and Farss. Eynaunje was formerly stated to have fled into Mazan- 
deraun. He repaired finally to the court of the king of Khaurezm ; 
and having procured the assistance of that monarch, he returned in the 
five hundred and sixty first of the Hidjerah, into Persian Irak, where 
be committedgreat enormities, particularly in the territoriesadjoiningto 
Kazvein and Ebher : but Sultan Arslan, accompanied by the .\tabik 
Evldekez, hastening to chastise the inroad, Eynaunje again r -tired into 
Mazanderaun. In the five hundred and sixty thirdj of the Hiiljerah, 
however, he once more entered the province of Iley ; and succeeded in 
dt'feating Nussrut-ud-dein Mahommed the son ot Evldekez, the Sul- 
tan’s half brother, employed against him on this occasion, Atabek 
E ld( kez was then dispatched in person to repel the invader ; with 
whom hefound it expedient, nevertheless, to conclude atreaty ot peace, 
by which it was stipulated, that Eynaunje should accompany the Ata- 
bi k to the presenceof Sultan Arslan. It was however so contrived, that 
the very night preceding the intended interview, Eynaunje should 
have been put to death in his own encampment, while no one was ever 
discovered, to whom the fact could be ascribed. The Sultan on in- 
telligence of what had happened, conferred the government of Key^ 

We have not been able to identify the country of this piince. 
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upon his maternal half brother Mahommed the son of Evldekez, en- 
titled «/«/( (no/ P<7«/?i;a mm — the peerless knight of the world ; who soon 
afterwards married one of the daughters of Eynaunje, by whom he 
became the father of Kutlugh Eypannje, destined to he the principal 
instrument in the subversion of the power of the race of Seljuk in Irak. 

In the five hundred and s xty eighth* of the Hidjeran, died the mo- 
ther of Sultan Arslan, who had been long married to Atabek Eyldekez ; 
a female than whom, according to our author, from the united testi- 
mony of every historian of the age in which she lived, w .ether in piety, 
sincere devotion, modesty, or zeal in promoting the happiness of her 
people, none more distinguished was ever nurse.l in the cradle of the 
illu.striousgreat. Her husband followed to th ’ grave at the expiration 
of one month ; and Sultan .Arslan now added the dignities vacated by 
his death, to the honors and appointments already enjoyed by his son 
Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed. The Sultan was, however, so deeply 
affected by the loss of his mother, and stepfather, that he does not ap- 
pear at any time to have thoroughly recovered from the shock. He 
died in the latter Jummaudy of the five hundred andseventy first of the 
Hidjerah,j- at the age of forty three, and after a splendid reign of fif ' cn 
years eight months and some days. He is described to have been a 
monarch ofsingular clemency, forbearance, and liber Pity ; but posses- 
sing too elevated amindto examine with sulficientminutenessinto the 
management of his finances, he unintentionally connived at abuses ; 
for, either discrediting, or banishing from his recollection, the crimes 
andoffences of delinquents, he suffered them to experience nochaime, 
or diminution in his bounty, in any shape. It is lastly to his pra se 
alleged, that in the very delirium of mirth and f> stivity, neither from 
Imnself nor from his attendants, did he ever sulfer the language of ob- 
sceiiityon any occasion to escape. 

Sultan Rokken-ud-dein Toghrel the son of Arslan, last monarch 
of the Irakian branch of the race of Seljuk. 

Succeeding to the sovereign authority, on the death of his father, 
Siiltan loghrel committed the atfairs of Ids govi'rnimmt to the entire 
coutroul and discretion of his uncle, Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahommed 

t December, A. D. 1175. 
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fire sort of EyWekez . At the commencement of his reign, he was suc- 
cessively employed to repel an invasion of Azerbayjaun on the part 
of tire infidel prince of Enjauz, formerly noticed, and to suppress an 
insurrection in favor of his uncle Mahomm ed the son of Toghreh who 
was advancing against Persian Irak. In both cases, under the direc- 
tion of the minister Jahaun Pehelwaun Mahomined, and his brother 
Kuzzul Arslan, his arms were triumphant. 

In a former part of his work, the author has noted from oriental wri- 
ters, that a conjunction of the seven planets hi aq^uarius, took place at 
the period of the deluge ; such a remarkable conjunction is now stated 
to have also occurred, in the third degree of //6/a, during the five hun- 
dred and eighty first of the Hidjerah*, the tenth year of the reign oT 
Sultvin Toghrel. From this rare phenomenon, the astrologers ventured 
to predict that the world was about to be visited by a general and tre- 
mendous hurricane, w hich, in the course of the year, should not only 
sweep away, and annihilate every structure erected by the hand of man, 
but tear up the very mountains from their foundations. In this opinion 
the pjiilosoplier Anwary is said to have been more pertinacious than 
the w hole of his brethren ; and the people, in many parts of the em- 
pire, proceeded in consequence of the alarming reports which prevailed, 
to prov ide for themselv es caverns in the bowels of the earth ; in order to 
se cure themselves, if possible, against theawfiil impending visitation^ 
It happened, however, by Goci^s merciful providence, that at the period 
predicted for the occurrence of this tremendous calamity, there should 
not have arisen even as much wind, as was sufficient to enable the pea- 
sant to separate the chaff from his corn. Nevertheless, although in 
one respect the astrologers might have been deceived in thidr prognos- 
tications, it was in the course of this year that the irresistible Jt nguciz 
became the sole sovereign of the different tribes of his own nation 
and true it is, that before the termination of his eventful and over- 
whelming career,^such a tempest was produced, in the moral world, by 
the exterminating fury of that dreadful scourge, as to have almost an- 
nihilated the pow ers of As^ia, that stood in the way of his vengeance,. 
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On tlie death ofJahaiin Pehelwaun ISIahommed in the course of the 


year, his brother, the Atabek Kuzzul Arslan, succeeded to the govern- 
ment of Azerbayjaun ; but some evil disposed persons having created 
a jealousy between him and Sultan Toghrel, that powerful chieftain, a 
short time afterwards, qui tied Tebreiz and advanced towards ilamadaun ; 
which the Sultan, unprepared for resistance, suddenly abandoned at 
his approach, Kuzzul Arslan entered HamadauiVwithout opposition ; 
but returning into Azerbayjaun at the expiration of a few days, Sultan 
Toghrel was permitted to repossess himself of his capital. The disaf- 
fected Ameirs of Irak under the influence of Kuzzul Arslan, sending 
however to announce to him tiiat they sinctrely regretted, and were 
ashamed of their recent disloyal proceedings, and that they were hast- 
ening to his presence to make him every suitable apology for their 
misconduct, the Sultan suffered himself to be flattered by these insidi- 
ous professions of returning duty ; and informed them in reply, that 
he should meet them the following day, on the Meydaun-e-kui bauzy, 
or goff course, in the neighbornood, and give them an opportunity of 
renewing their engagements. Unconscious of evil the Sultan pros 
ceedecl the next day accordingly, to the place ofuppointment ; and thus 
furnished to the Ameirs an opportunity, of which they immediately 
availed themselves, to carry their treacherous designs into execution, 
by seizing his person, and conveying him to a prison in the fortress of 
Alan, orAleiijek. Kuzzul Arslan upon this again came to Jlamadaiiiij 


proposing to vest the sovereignty of Irak in Sunjur the son of Sulimaa 
Shah ; but an agent from Baohdadarrivino-at this very conjuncture, with 
a message from the Klialif (L INasser) urging it as expedient that the 
Atabek sliould himself assume the sovereign pouer, Kuzzul Arslan 
received the proposal with exultation; and de(diring himsfdf in pos- 
session of the monarchy, proceeded, without furtlier" delay, to stamp 
the coinage, and exercise, in his own name, tim otiier functions of 


royalty. Fakher-ud-dein Kutliigh, and the other Ameirs, conceiving 
however that they had claims of their own, an hmuhvd fold suoerwar 


to any that he could pretend to advance, though the uncle of their 
degraded sovereign, were l.ttledisposed to submit to this assumotnm of 
authority ; and they contrived accordingly, in the course oi the same 
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slioft week, to put Kuzzul Arslan to death, and to divide the provin- A. H. 58a-9». 
ces of Irak between themselves. A. D. o t. 

In the mean time, through the assistance of Hussaum-ud-dein, Sepah- Kholauwut- 
salaur,andolherloyaladhercnts, SultanToghrelhad succeeded in effect- 
ing his escape from imprisonment ; and assembling a powerful body of 
troops, hastened to avenge himself on his rebellious subjects. In the 
neighborhood ofKazvein he brought them to a battle, in which, after 
an obstinate conflict, the rebel chiefs met the reward of their guilt ; 
and the fortune of an illustrious monarch once more resumed its pre- 
pondi ranee. 

On the death of Atabek Mahommed, the Sultan had, it appears, mar- 
ried his widow, the mother of Kutlugh Eynaunje ; and this lady, wrought 
upon by the importunities, or suggestions of her son, had formed, in 
the course of tlie five hundred and eighty eighth of the Hidjerah,* the 
desisiii of destroying her royal consort, by introducing a poisonous 
mixture into his lemonade. Sultan Toghrel becoming, however, by 
some means or other apprized of her design, the traitress was justly 
condemned toswallow the draught, which she had prepared for another. 

Kutlugh Eynaunje escaped with a short iinprisomnent, after which he 
was pardoned for his crimes, and set at 1 irge. 

Such howevmr was the innate depravity, and hardened malignity of 
tliis man, that it prompted him, notwithstanding, to enter into a corres- 
pondence with Alla-ud-dein Tukkesh, king of Khaurezm ; whom lie 
immediately invited to the conquest of Irak. The Khaurezmian ac- 
cepted the invitation without difficulty, and marching into lr.ak was 
very punctually joined by the rebel ; but having continued for some 
time in the territory of Rev, and reduced the fortress of Tabarek, he 
Avithdrew into his own dominions, leaving the care of tle^ rec mt con- 
quests to one ofhis captains, ofthe nameof Temghauje. Suit ui Toghr d 
at the head of his troops advanced, however, in tlm course ofthe five 
hundred and eighty ninth of the Hidjerah towards Rey ; and having 
recaptured Tabarek, and seized the person of Temghauje, he caused 
that commander to suffer death. 

In Mohurrim ofthe year following, the five hundred and ninetieth 
of the Hidjerahj- Kutlugh Eynaunje again invaded Irak with a great 
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army, under the authority of the king of Khaurezm ; hat being op- 
posed near Rey by Sultan Toghrel, he was totally defeated by that 
monarch, and compelled to return wdth disgrace and loss towards Khau- 
rezm. The Sultan now gave a loose to festivity, and in the ancient 
metropolis of Rey totally resigned himself tohispleasures, to his propen- 
sities for wine and women ; neither was he to be awakened from his 
delirium of debauch, by the reports continually repeated to him, of the 
approach of Sultan Alia-ud-dein Tukkesh, with a fresh army of Khaii- 
rezmians. In these sensual excesses, to the entire neglect of his afikirs 
the Sultan persisted in devoting himself, "‘from dusk to dawn, and from- 
‘‘dawn to dusk,'" until his Ameirs, wearied out and disgusted with 
the fatuity which seemed to have chaced away the understanding of 
their sovereign, at last dispatched a message to hasten the advance 
of his enemies. The Khaurezmian accelerated his approach a('cord- 
ingly, and by forced marches unexpectedly presented himself in the- 
outskirts of Rey. 

Sultan Toghrel proceeded, however, without delay to give him battle* 

1 o - , 

and in the latter RebUeia of tlie year five hundred and ninety,* tiie 
two mona’chsmeton this occasion, to decide their quarrel and the fate 
of Irak. Not less from the pride and confidence of youth, than from the 
effervescence ofvvine, by which he had been rendered insensible to dan- 
ger, the Sultan is said on that day, on recognizing the person of Kut- 
lugh Eynaunje, tohave spurred his horse towards him, repeating these 
lines from the Shtih-n-imah of Ferdussy. “ When the dust arose^wliicff 
“attended the march of mine enem'-ies — when the cheeks ofmy bravest 
“warriors turned pale with affright— I raised on high my single 
“stroked (ponderous) mace— left my soldiers in their stations, far be- 
“hind — and lifting myselfon my saddle seat, uttered so fearful a shout— . 
“ that the solid earth trembled beneath my feet, like amill wheel.” The 
senses of the unhappy monarch were, however, so completely steeped 
in wine, that in plying his mace, he struck his own horse on the fore 
legs, which brought the animal and his rider to the ground ; in which 
situation Kutliigh Eynaunje, immediately coming up, dispatched him. 
Mith a single stroke of his scimitar. 


* April, A» D.1184i 
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Thus, in the twentieth year of the reign of Sultan Toghrel, and after 
it had subsisted for about one hundred and fifty five years, terminated 
the power of the house of Seljuk in Irak ; underamonarch whois never- 
theless described to have surpassed in the elegance of his person, and 
in the felicity of his disposition ; in his zeal for tl.e encouragement of 
virtue, and in his abhorrence of vice ; who is alleged to have b:'endis- 
tinguished beyond the most illustrious of his race, for the benevolence 
of his manners, and for the vivacity and acuteness of his genius ; as 
an illustration of which, the author has furnished us with a tetrastich 
ascribed to him, of which the follow ing is the sen^e. 

“ In this poor world how vainly we strut and fume. — We eat, we 
“ drink, forgetful of the fate of our ancestors (perhaps of the ocean of 
*‘eternit\). — Nor wealth, nor family, nor lands, can permanently be 
'“ours. — If then life itself must terminate, say let not ought survive.’* 

Of the second branch of the race of Seljuk, which was settled in 
the government ot Kermaun, the account which we derive from our 
author shall be comprized in a few brief passages; and this, without 
further preliminary, we shall proceed to submit to the indulgent reader. 

The first of this series of princes was Kavverd, or Kadru, or Kadrid, 
it is impossible to determine exactly which, the son ofTchegher Beg; 
who became lieutenant of Kermaun under the authority of his uncle 
Toghrcl B('g, in the four hundred and thirty third of the Ilidjerah, 
and who in the year four hundred and fifty five, acquired the further 
possession of the province ofFarss ; but unfortunately entering into a 
war with his nephew, the illustrious Melek Shah, he was defeated 
and taken prisoner, in the course of the four hundred and sixty-fi th 
of the Hidjerah; and died by poison, after holding his government for 
a period of two and thirty years. 

SultanShah, the son ofKavverd, second of the Kermaunian Selju- 
cides, succeeded by direction of his couzin german, on the death of his 
father, and continued in the government until the four hundred and 
seventy seventh of the Hidjerah, when he died, according to the state- 
ment of the T&rikh guzeidah, after a reign of ten years ; from which 
it might appear, that it required some deliberation with Melek Shah, 
before he restored to him the possessious of his father. 
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A. H. 477 -B 9 . Turan Shah the son of Kawerd, third of the Kermaunian branch 
A D. 1084 »( >. of race of Seljuk, succeeded to his brother; and distinguished a 
XholaiusHt- of thirteen years by his uniform justice, and by numerous mon- 

ul-akhbaur. benevolence, which he erected in various parts 

TuranShah, of his dominions. He died in the four hundred and eighty ninth of 
the Hidjerah. 

Iran Shah, fourth ofthe Kermaunian branch, was the son of the 
A. n. 480 04- preceding prince; but unlike him, devoting his power to every spe- 
A.D.iooG 1101. and vice, of oppression and violence, the Ker- 

IranShak IVth. maunians ultimately spurned at his authority; and in the four hundred 
and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah put him to death, after a reign of 
five year«. 

A. II. 404-.'jao. x\rslan Shah the son of Kerman Shah, fifth of this branch of 
A.D.iooG-iioi. the race ofSeljiik, was the couzin german of the former monarch, 
through dread of whose cruelty he had been compelled to reside for 
Arslan Shah, some time in the family of a shoemaker ; but being raised to the sover- 
eign authority, through the concurrence ofthe Kermaunian chiefs, on 
the death of Iran Shah, he enjoyed a very prosperous and protracted 
reign of two and forty years. 

Melek Mogheyth-ud-dein Ma hommed the son of Arslan Shah, 
^U^lMl-'in' sixth ofthe Kermaunian branch, succeeded to the government, about 
the five hundred and thirty sixth of tlie Hidjerah, on the death of his 
jVIelek^Mahom- jJj; conceived it expedient, in order to secure his authority, 

to destroy the sight of some of his brothers, and put others of them to 
death. In other respects his attention appears to have been particu- 
larly devoted to the study ot astronomy, and to the encouragement of 
sacred architecture. He died in the five hundred and fifty first ofthe 
Hidjerah, alter a reign of fourteen years. 

^iohev-ud-dern 1 oghrel the son ot Mahommed, seventh ofthe Ker- 
AD il 5 Utjd branch, succeeded to his father, and died in tiie five hundred 

and sixty third of the Hidjerah, after a reign of twelve vears. On tiie 
death of this prince, a contest lor the goverinneiit eusnerl between nis 
Toghrel Vlltli. S/iah, Ardan Shah, and Tarkan Shah, which 

was prosi cuted with alternate fortnue for a period of twenty years-; 
each ol the rival princes taking possession ot the throne in turn, as 
the issue wus lavorable to las claims, dhese uiscractions proauccd irt 
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tlie state of Kermauti, and its inhabitants, every species of anarchy and 
distress ; and prepared the way tor the total subversion of power, which 
shortly afterwards took place. 

Mahommed Shah the son of Beh ram Shah, last of the Kermaun- 
ian Seljurides, ascended the tottering throne of Kerman n on the death 
of his father and uncles ; but being immediately assailed by an insur- 
rection set on foot against his authority by Mubaurek Shah, another 
prince of the race of Seljuk, he retired for assistance to the dominions 
of Sultan Toghrel the son of Arslan; by whom he was enabled to re- 
enter his country in triumph, Mubaurek Shah withdrawing precipi- 
tately into the territory of Ghour. On the authority of the Tarikh 
guzeidah, it is at the same time related, that in the five hundred and 
eighty third of the Hidjerah, the province of Kermaun was finally 
subj ligated b^ Melek Dinaur, one of the chiefs of the Ghuzzi ; by whom 
the power of the Kawerdians, or Kadruians, was thus totally extin- 
guished, after it had subsisted, as it would appear, for about one hun- 
dred and fifty years. 

The third branch of the race of Seljuk was destined to the sovereignty 
of the rich peninsula of Asia minor, or Anatolia, or Rum,* as denomi- 
nated bv'the orientals ; and of this the first monarch is st.ited, on the 
authoiitv of the same Tarikh guzeidah, to have been Sulim an the 
son of Kuttnhnesh, son of Issraeil son of S-djiik ; formerly described to 
have been invested with the monarchy of that noble province, by his 
magnificent kinsman, the illustrious Melek Shah; when that prince, 
as it is alleged, tiiund on the death ofhis recent captive, the emperor 
of Constantinople, that he had lelt no issue qualified to succeed him. 
It must be here repeated, that the Persian historian every where ascribes 
to .MehkShali, the triumphs over the emperor Roman us allotted to his 
father Alep Arslan, by the Latin and Greek writers. Be that, however, 
as it mav, Sultan Suliman established his authority in the noble terri- 
tory thus assigned him, in the four hundred and eightieth year of the 
Ilitljerah, tlie sixth of the emperor Alexius Comnciius, His reign 

* The Soij'ikian kingdom of Rum is dest iibed as extcmlini; from the Eiiphraie, to Cou- 
staniiin»pie, iunl from tiie Fhuxino to tlio coTiiucs ot Syria; thirty days jouraey in ieiviifli, 
and in breafltli i»etwe(n theiUv.k3 of iAciaand theEuxinc, about t<‘n orfirtt en da\s. Niue 
the metropolis of Hitliviiid was ciiosen tor the capital* Vide (jiiobauhi ilumaa empire, 
Vul. X. p. p. tijo, t>\o, euilion. 
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continued for the space of twenty years, from that time to the period 
of his death in the five hundredth of the flidjerah. 

Kilidje, or Guilitch Arslax the son of Suliman, second of the 
Anatolian, or Rumian Seljucides, succeeded to his father, and conti- 
nued to reijrn for a period of eighteen years, to the five hundred and 
eighteenth of the Hidjerah, when lie died. It was during the reign of 
this prince, that his capita! of Nice, in Bithynia, was besieged by the 
crusaders under Bohemund, Tancred, and Duke Robert of Normandy ; 
and would havefallen to those warlike adventurt^s, but for the intrigues 
of Alexius the emperor, who took possession for himself. 

Sultan Mussaoud the son of Siiliman, third of tiie Anatolian SeC 
jueides, ascended the throne on the deatli of his brother ; and died in 
five hundred and thirty eight, after a reign of one and twenty years.* 

Sidtan Mussaoud the second, the son of the preceding, and fourth 
of the Anatolian branch, enjoyed a splendid reign of fifteen years from 
the demise of his father; and died in the five hundred and fifty eig'ith 
of the Hidjerah j* 

Kiuidje Arslax the second, son ofMussaoud,firthof this branch of 
the race of Seljuk, succeeded to his father ; reduced the cityof Mala- 
tiah, and died in the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Hidjerah, J 
after a reign often years. On the death oi this prince the succession 
was disputed by his two sons, Suliman and Key Khossrou ; but the 
contest, after a sanguinary struggle of about ten years, ultimatelv ter- 
minatingin favor of the former, K'-y Khossrou submitted to his destinv. 

Rokken ud-deinSuLiMAX the second, son of Kilidje Arshin, sixth 
of the Anatolian branch, reigned for a period of four and twenty yearsj 
and died in the six hundred and second of the Hidjerah. 

Giieyauth-ud-deix Key Khossrou the son of Kilidje Arslan, 
seventh of the Anatolian branch. 

A nephew of this prince, the son of the former monarch, succeeded 
for a slioit time, under the title of Bzz-ud-dein Ailidje Arslan ; but be- 
ing a minor wa.s opposed in his authority by his uncle, who made him 
a prisoner,- and confined him to one of his castles. Kev Khossrou then 
assumed the sovereign power to himself, and retained it until the six 
hundred and iiiritli of the Hidjerah, || when he perished in a battle with 
the infidels— the crusaders, so stigmatized liy the oriental historians. 

» A. D. 1143. t iwa. f 1x72. § 120-5. H 1212. 
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Ezz-ud-dein Key Kawus the son of Key Khossrou, eighth of the A. H. Gio. 
Anatolian Selj^icides, succeeded tc his father ; but died of a disorder a. D. 1213. 
in his loins, after a short reign of twelve months. 

All&-ud-dein Keykobaud the son of Key Khossrou, ninth of the 

Anatolian branch, succeeded to his brother, and was esteemed the 

ablest and most accomplished monarch of his family. He was several ,, 

' ^ Key Kobatjd 

times engaged in battle against thebrave, but unfortunate, Sultan Jul- ixth oftheRii- 

laul-ud-dein Meineg Burny, orMengberni,theKhaurezmian, in which nikns. 

he was for the greater part victorious ; but when he had continued to 

reign for a period of six and twenty years, he was at last poisoned by 

the direction of his own son Key Khossrou, in the six hundred and 

thirty sixth of the Hidjerah.* 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Key Khossrou the second, the son of Key Ko- 
baud, tenth of the Anatolian branch. 

When this parricide had been suffered foreign for a period of about kuoss- 

eight years, his country was invaded by the MoghCds ; by whom he was rou, Ifd and 

decisivelv defeated. He did not long survive his discomfiture, as he 

/-I • I • branch. 

appears to have exehangeu his ill-gotten power for the grave, in the six 
hundred and forty fourth of the llitljerah.'j' 

Rokken-ud-dein Suliman the third, the son of Key Khossrou, 
eleventh of the Anatolian branch. 

Having secured the diadem of his predecessors, his brother Alla-ud- 
dein Key Kobaiid was dispatched by Suliman, as his agent to the court 
of Hulauku Khaun ; with whom, having successfully terminated the 
mission on which lu had been em})loyed, that prince was on his return Sulimax nid 
to Rum, of which the capital was at this period probably Iconium, or 
C-ogni ; when, his ungrateful brother, suspecting that he had views to su- 
persede liim ill his power, suborned a person to poison him. After a 
reign of twenty years he was liiinself condemned to a similar fate by 
Al.aka Khaun, in the six hundred and sixty fourth of the ili(ijerah.:J: 

Key Khossrou the third the sou of Suliman, twelfth of the Anato- 
li ui branch, succeeded to his father, while a minor ; the administration 
of his gov(‘rnment was placed, however, by Abaka Khaun, in the hands 
of Khan juh Maeyun- ud-dein Rurwaunah (themotii) the Kaushian, who XUtli of luis 
married the mother of the young prince. Key Khossrou continued in 
the nominal sovereignty, until the six hundred and eighty second§ of 

^ A. i2aa. 1 a. d. v 2 \ o . jizCu. 
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the Hitljerah ; when, after a reign of eighteen years, he was put to deat'h 
in Azerhayjaun, by direction of Sultan Ahmed Khaun. 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Mussaoud the third, the son of Key Kawus, 
thirteenth of the Anatolian branch, was sent to thcgov'erninent of Rum, 
now no longer an independent sovereignty, under the authority of 
Arghun Khaun. lie died in the six hundred and ninety seventh of 
the Ilidjerah, when his nephew Key Kobaud the son ofFeraumerz, 
under the auspices of Ghazan Khaun, became the fourteenth and last 
of this branch of the race of Seljiik. For, not long after his acces- 
sion, entering into designs hostile to the authority of that monarch, 
-either real or pretended, a force was dispatched into Anatolia ; by 
\^hich, about the six hundred and ninety eighth of the Hidjerah, 
the power of the family was finally extinguished : none of the race of 
S(. ljuk,subscqucnttothat period, being admitted to govern the country. 
From otherauthorities*welearn,that in the course of the 1999 th ofthe 
C hristian aera, they were succeeded by another race of Turks, the sub- 
sequent mastersofCojistantinople; ofwhom the founder was Osman or 
Othmau the son ol Ortliogrul, prolrably Oiirtoghrel, on whose esta- 
blishment, it \\ ould be foreign to the designof tliese pages to expatiate. 

It becomes, however, in this place incumbenton the a\ithor to apolo- 
gize tor an inadverttney, of some magnitude, in the second page ofthe 
preface to the first volume ; where it will he observed that the Oett)- 
mans are spoken of. as it they were to be identified with the Anatoli tii, 
or Rumiaii Seljut ides, from \\ horn, as we hav'<-just seen, thov^ must be 
considered as entiiely distinct. The sheet was indeed scarcelv out 
of the press, before the inaccuracy of the term was discovered, how-wer 
too late for correction. It the candid reader will substitute, -'Olfi- 
vmnlii, or Turks of the house of Ofitmun” for Olhmanlu or Ottoman 
Seljucides” the passage will be unexceptionable. 

Oibbou’a ilomao empire* 
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CHAP. IX. 

W ITH the ordinary brevity of the original, our narrative will next 
be employed to describe the principal events that distinguished 
the government of the Khaurezm Shahies, or monarchs of Khaurezm; 
whose elevation, decline, and extinction, without further preliininarv, 
it becomes our business now to examine. 

The great ancestor of the princes of this race, then, according to 
the generality of historians, is stated to have been Noushteguin, or 
Koushtekein Ghirjah, a slave of Turkish extraction, originally the pro- 
perty of Belgatekein ; but being promoted to the office of cupbearer, 
or butler, to Melek Shah the Seljukian, an office to which the reven- 
ues of the province of Khaurezm were then attached, Noushtekein, as 
formerly noticed, was invested by that monarch with the government 
of the same province ; which on his death was bestowed, with additional 
honors and preferments, on his eldest son Kutb-ud-dein AJahommed, 
a jirince of extraordinary endowments and ability. 

Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Noushtekein, first of the 
Kh aurezm Shuhies, or kins^s of Khaurezm. 

During the reign of Sultan Burguiaurug, in the four hundred and 
ninety first of the Ilidjerah, while Sultan Sunjur was yet governor of d iog;mi‘ 27 
Kliorassaun, Kutb-ud dein Mahommed became sovereign of Khau- Kholaulnm 
rezm, with the title of Khaurezm Shah ; a dignity which he sustained ul-akhbaur. 
with singular splendor and success, for a period of thirty years ; conti- 
nuing, nevertheless, year after year, alternately w ith his son Atseiz, to 
attend the court of the Seljukian monarch. The whole period of his Kutbuddetk 
eovernincnt is, indeed, represented to have been distinguished by an 

. I • I 1st oi the Kluiu- 

exemplary course of service to the monarchs ol that race, against whom rezm Sluliies. 
he never in any instance suffered the slightest sentiment of hostilitv, 
or disaffection, to enter his breast. He died in the five hundred and 
twenty first of the liidjerah, and was a Uberal patron of learning amj 
learned men. 
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Atseiz the son of Mahommed, second of the Khaurezm Shahies. 

Succeeding to the government on the death of his father, this prince 
like him persevered in his attachment to the house of Seljuk ; to the 
reigning representative of which, Sultan Sunjur, he is also said to have 
rendered the most important services. But, being in consequence of 
theseservices admitted toadegree offavor withthat monarch, far beyond 
his compeers, the jealousy of the other courtiers was at last excited ; and 
they combined to expel him from the presence of their master. Atseiz, 
discovering however the malignant designs of his enemies, determined 
to anticipate them, and obtained the permission of the Siiltan to with- 
draw into Khaurezm ; on which occasion it is sakl that the monarch, 
on taking leave of his feudatory, should have observed, that this was a 
bolt from his bow, which he was never likely to see again; and the 
courtiers demanding the motive of their sovereign, for thus dismissing 
him to his province, with such a conviction on his mind, Sultan Sun- 
jur confessed, that the services of Atseiz were so great and so faithful, 
that the slightest violence on his part, was not to be justified by any 
principle of good faith or generosity. 

iV ot long after he arrived in Khaurezm, Atseiz, as appears to have 
been foreseen, began to exhibit those prouts of an ambitious and refrac- 
tory disposition, which led to his undisguised and final rebellion ; on 
which, in the five hundred and thirty third of the llidjerah,* Sultan 
Sunjur proceeded with his troops into that province. Atseiz was, on 
this occasion, entirely defeated, and expelled the country, and his'son 
Eyl Kutlugh was taken prisoner and put to death by the Sultan ; by 
whom the government was now transferred to his own brother, Suli- 
man Shah ; after which without suspicion offuture mischief he returned 
into Irak. On the departure of Sultan Sunjur, however, Atseiz em- 
braced the opportunity to re-enter Khaurezm ; and Shliman, hein-by 
some failure or other unprepared for resistance, immediately evacuated 
the country to join his brother. On this, Atseiz openlv proclaimed his 
independence of all foreign authority ; and proceeded to prosecute his 

designs against tfie power of the house of SeljCik, with increasing ani- 
niosity and inveteracy* 

In the live hundred and thirty eighth of the Hidjeraht Sultan Sunjur 
again entered Khaurezm, wl.ere he besieged his rebellious feudatory in 

*A.D. lA. 0.1143. 
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Mie capital of the same name. When he had, however, reduced it to the 
pointof submission, he was prevailed upon by theintreaties, the prayers 
of Atseiz, supported by some well-timed and costly presents, to grant 
him terms of pardon and oblivion; and to leave him still in possession 
of his government, in defiance of every maxim of ordinary policy, and 
prudence. Accordingly, the Sultan had no sooner reached his capital 
ofMeru, than he found ample reason to lament his ill-requited indul- 
gence, in the information that reached him, that the prince of Khau- 
rezm had openly resumed his former plans of disobedience and revolt. 
Under such circumstances a person of the name of AzeibSauber, a na- 
tive of Termed, was employed on the part of the Sultao to reclaim him 
to a sense of duty. Atseiz contrived to detain the agent, while he 
dispatched a couple of assassins to Merit, for the purpose of destroying 
his sovereign. The treacherous design became however known to 
Azeii), and he privately sent to apprize the monarch of his danger. 
The assassins were upon this discovered and put to death, and the 
faithful agent was condemned for his vigilance to perish in the Jeyhun. 

About four years afterwards, in the five hundred and forty-second 
of the ITidjerah, Sultan Sunjur resumed hostilities with the Khaur- 
czmian; against whom he this time commenced his operations by the 
siege of llazaurasp, the principal frontier town on the side ofKhoras- 
saiin. On this occasion his bard Anwari, is said to have addressed to 
the Sultan some verses, of which the following may be the sense of the 
concluding lines. “ Great monarch, be this day’s effort directed to 
“subjugate llazaurasp ; to morrow Khaurezm, with one hundredthou- 
“ sand horse, shallbe thine;” this beinga pun upon the word asp, which 
signifies a horse in the Persian, but a town in the Khaurezmian 
dialect. Resheid Wetwaut, a friend of the Khaurezmian’s, on the 
other hand, attached the following couplet to an arrow, and shot it 
into the camp of the Sultan. “Although thine enemv, noble prince, 
“(addressed to his patron) were possessed of the valour of Rnstum ; 
“ he shall not be suffered to appropriate even an ass, from llazaurasp. 
The sarcasm conveyed in these few words excited in the Seljukian a 
very violent degree of resentment ; and he declared that the unfortu- 
nate bard should be cut into seven pieces, the moment he was master 
of the town. Resheid found means, however, when the Sultan’s 
troops were in possession of the place, to interest some oi the members^ 
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A. H. 54f-47. of the court in his favor; one of whom, at a convenient opportunity, 

A. P- 1147 - 52 . ventured to intimate to his sovereign that the Wetwaut,* a bird 

Kliolaiisbut- gQ jYgji diminutive, could illsupport dissection, into so many parts 

ul-akhbaur. , V • , . 

as seven ; peradventure, if iiis highness were not particularly averse 

to it, it might be more convenient to divide him, into two equal and 
similar parts. This species of application had its etfect with the be- 
nevolent Sultan, who sealed the obnoxious poet’s pardon with a smile. 

On the reduction ofHazaurasp the Sultan proceeded to invest the 
capital ; but while he was prosecuting the siege, a devout person, of 
the name of Aliu-poush, repaired to his camp, with overtures tawards 
an accommodation on the part of Atseiz; and the proposals being 
again accompanied with presents of suitable magnitude and value, it 
was finally agreed that on appearing on the bank of the Jeyhun, and 
prostrating himself to the earth in the presence of his lord paramount> 
the Khaurezmian should be permitted to return unmolested, w'ith 
a general pardon tor his multiplied offences. Atsi'iz presented him- 
self very punctually on t!ie spot agreed upon ; but instead of the sti- 
pulated prostration, to which his haughty spirit could ill brook to 
submit, he contented himselfwith a respectful inclination of the head, 
he, vvithoutdismountingfrom his horse; and withoutfurtherceremony, 
quitted the conference before the Sultan. Although this was a spe- 
cies ot demeanor but ill suited to the disposition ot the Seljukian, he 
was, however, prevailed upon by an excess of lenity and indulgence 
to w ink at it, and to return to his metropolis of Meru, without exhibit- 
ing any prooi ot leseiitment ; neither did any tnrthor hostilities ever 
dttei take place between him, and this refractorv^ and powerful vassals 
111 the fi\ehuiidied and torty-sev'enth of the lluljerah, the Ivhaur- 
ezmian cauied his conquests to the eastward ot the (Ixus; where be 
made himself master of the city of Jund on the Seyhun, and of the 
territory ot Soghnauk, or Saganac above Otraur. When, in the 
course of the tbil nving year, Sultan Sunjur became a captive in the 
hinds ot the Ghuzzians, he repaired, however, into Khorassaun to a 
conf fence with llokken-iid dein Mahmud, the sister’s son of the 
.. uitdii , with w liom he continued for a period ot three months, arrang- 

rbv i cisiuunainc for it niouittuiu swuilovv, or niartuict.. 
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ing in the neighborhood of Nissa, those plans which were conceived 
best calculated to restore the legitimate government. Of these plans 
Sultan Sunjur on his escape from captivity, failed however to take 
advantage. 

In the early part of the five hundred and fifty first of the Ilidjerah, 
when confined to the bed of sickness, Atseiz happened to over-hear 
one of his attendants recite a passage of the Koran, adverting to the 
awful crisis of death and dissolution; which conceiving to prognosticate 
that his disorder would prove fatal, it assumed in consequence an un- 
favorable and serious turn, and he died in the latter Jummaudy of the 
same year,* at the age of sixty one. He had ruled over Khaurezm 
altogether, for a period of nine and twenty years; for sixteen years of 
which, with independent sovereignty ; and he has, at the same time, 
been equally applauded for the mildness of his disposition, the strength 
of his understanding, and his e.xquisite learning. 

Ayeil Arslan the son of Atseiz, third of the Khaurezm Shahies, 
assumed the sovereign authority on the death of his father; and ex- 
tended his dominions by a variety of conquests both in the territory 
beyond the Oxus, and in Khorassaun. Some indications of hosti- 
lity on the part of his brother Silliman, rendered it expedient as a mea- 
sure of self defence, to consign him to perpetual imprisonment. Ayeil 
Arslan died on the nineteenth of the month of Rudjubf of the five 
hundred and sixty seventh of the Hidjerah, after a reign of nearly se- 
venteen vears. 

Sultan Shah the son of Ayeil Arslan, fourth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 

This prince, in opposition to the prior claims of Tukkesh Khaun, his 
elder brotlier, succeeded to the throne of the Khaurezmians immedi- 
ately on the death of his father ; the administration of aflairs being 
undertaken by his mother Melka Khatun. In the mean time the elder 
brother, who presided in the government of Jiind on the Seyhan at 
the period of his father’s death, dispatched, on intelligence ot that event, 
an agent to demand from Sultan Shah the cession ofa part of their father’s 
dominions ; to which, in reply, be received a peremptory refusal, andan 

♦Aujust, A. D. llifi. 
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A. H. 5f57 Pf), Intimation that the sword alone must dccldo their claims. The Sultan 

soon afterwards took the field at the head of a pow'erful arm}’ to aiiti- 

fiprjff, tPe designs of his brother, who immediately retired for protec- 
ul-akhbaiir. . i-, , , i- • • rr. • '• i • . . 

tion into Kara Ivliatay ; the adjoining- i artanan territory, at this period 

under the government of a female. To this princess, provided through 
her assistance he should be enabled to reduce Khaurezin, Tukkesh 
Khaun engaged to remit from the revenues of that country, an annual 
proportion to a great amount; and the queen of K-ara Khatay acceding 
to his reipiest, finally dispatched her own husband, to whom the histo- 
rian has assigned the nanieofKerma, with a prodigious force, to put the 
fugitive prince in possession of his father’s dominions. The country 
was evacuated on their approach by Siiltan Sh-ah, who withdrew *:o 
Nfc vshapur, in the neighboring province of Khorassaun ; on which, 
in the latter Ilebbeia of the five hundred and sixty eighth of the Ilid- 
jerah. Tukkesh Khaun entered the capita! of Khaurezin apparently 
without resistance. x\ contest, however, continued to be main- 
tained between the two brothers, with unabated animosity, for a very 
protracted series of years, Sult-an Shah finding occasional support from 
the surrounding powers ; until about the conclusion of his life, hav- 
ing succeeded in making himself master of some of the principal 
cities of Khorassaun, an accommodation was at last brought about 
with Tukkesh Khaun ; who on the death of his brother, not long after- 
wards, namely on the thirteenth day of Ramzaun of the five hundred 
and eighty ninth*ofthe Hidjerah, became .sole sovereign of the Khau- 
rezminn dominions, 

Tukkesh Khaux the son of Ayeil Arslan, fifth of the Khaurezm 
Shahies. 


Tukkesh Khaun was proceeding for the last time into Khorassaun, 
Tckkf.sh commencement ot the year five hundred and eighty nine, to 

Kh.acn, chastize the ambitious spirit of his brother, when on his 'arrival at 

the governor of SerkKes, subject to the 
Shahies. authority ot Sultan Shah, a dispatch with overtures of submission. On 
which Tukkesh Khaun hastened his march ; but before he could pro- 
cure an interview with Sultan Shah, that prince had withdrawn to the 
^Twciitv seventh of Soptemlicr, 2103* 
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mansions of the dead; thus leaving the wholeofKhorassaun, a possession 
no longer disputed, to his more fortunate brother. Itwas theintentionof 
the Khaurezmian upon this, to confer the territory of Serkhess andMeru, 
upon his eldest son, Kutbud-dein Mahommed; from which he suf- 
fered himself however to be dissuaded by Melek Shah a younger son, 
w ho solicited the government of these places for himself, Sultan Ma- 
hommed beinginvested with thatofNeyshapur. This, at the expiration 
of a little time, Mahommed also committed to the same brother, re- 
pairing himself to the presence of his father in Khaurezm, 

In the course of the five hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah,* in 
consequence of the defeat and death ofTemghauje, his goveruorof Rey, 
and of an alleged infraction of treaty on the part of Sultan Toghrel 
the Seljukian, Tukkesh Khaun invaded Persian Irak ; and the greater 
part of that powerful province submitting to his autliority, on the death 
of the Sultan as formerly described, he consigned the government of 
Isfahaun, together with the controul of all the feudatories dependent 
upon it, to his ally Kutlugh Ejmaunje ; the city and territorj" of Rey 
being, how’ever, placed under the authority of his third son \ uness 
Khaun, with Meyajek for his Atabek or tutor. Tukkesh Khaun re- 
turned to pass the cold season in Khaurezm ; but in the course of the 
ensuing spring, engaging in an expedition against Soghnauk, on tlie 
Se\ him, the Khaun of ihecountry advanced to oppose him ; and, cither 
through the treachery or cowardice ofsome of his principal command- 
ers, gave him a total defeat, by which he w’as compelled to retire 
into Khaurezm, v\ji'u disgrace and loss. On the other band, Xausser- 
ud-dein Melek Shah, having delegated the government of Khorassaim 
to his son Arslan Shah, hastened to join his father; while Snnjur bhali^ 
observing that province destitute of its presiding power, and abandoned 
to the discretion of the turbulent and disaffected, began to form designs 
subversive of the established authority. But, before be could carry 
those designs into execution, intelligence ot his ambitious view s 
being conveyed to Tukkesh Khaun, that monarch demanded his pre- 
sence in Kliaurezm, before he could be aware that his plans had beeu 
detected. On his arrival he was immediately deprived of siglit, and 
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A. !L r>D0-O;5. then iinpiisonod ; but after a short time he was, at the solicitation of 
A. n. 1104-5)7. the monarclds sister, set at large, and every pecuniary advantage res- 
Kli()laus^\it- tored to him. 

ul akhb.uiu Yhness Ivhaun heingattacked, about the same period, by a complaint 
in bis eyes, and failing of a cure at the metropolis of his government, 
proceeded into Khorassaun, leaving the province of Rey, with the au- 
thority of lieutenant, to the discretion of Meyajek. Encouraged by 
his absence on this occasion, M&eyud-ud-dein, entitled Eben-iihKus- 
saiil) (tliebutcher’sboy) the Vezzeir of the Khaliftii Nausser, advanced 
by direction ofhissoveveign Avith the design of seizing Irak, while Ivut- 
lugh Eynaunje, in order to defeat the enterprize, hastened to join i\Ie- 
yajek, and was unjustly put to death by that chief ; his head being 
transmitted to Tukkesh Khaun, with the statement that he had been 
cut off in consequence of the discovery of some secret views of hosti- 
lity, which h(diadhecn hatchingagainst thcauthority of theKhaurezm- 
ian. Tukkesh Khaun, although he required no further proof of the 
contumacious disposition of his vassal, thought it advisable for tlic 
present to dissemble his resentment, and to confine his suspicions to 
his own breast, making the best of his way to the scene of danger. 
The Khalifs general died in the mean time on reaching Meruyaun : 
and the troops of Baghdad, although they concealed the death of their 
leader, and evinced for some time a disposition at all hazards, to give 
battle to the Khaurezmian, ultimately besought his mercy, or dispersed 
in various directions. Having thus re-established his authority with- 
out much difficulty, Tukkesh Khaun appears to have directed his 
vengeance against the remains of the Khalif’s general, which he caused 
to be torn from the grave, and the head to be struck off and conveyed 
into Khaurezm. Then placing one of his grandsons in the government 
of Isfahaun, the Khaurezmian returned to the capital of his hereditary 
dominions. 

Nausser-ud-dein ISIelek Shah dying in the former Rebbeia, of the 
five hundred and ninety third of the Hidjerah,* his father, at theexpir- 
ation of the customar}" period of mourning, deputed his other son 3/a- 
hommed^ together with Saud-ud-dcin Mussuoud his minister, to take 

"" February, 1197. 
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charge of the ‘government of Khorassaiin. Towards the close of the A. !T. 

year five hundred and ninetyfour, the annunciation of independence in A. P. 

Persian Irak, on the part ofMevaiek, drew upon him without further Kliolaussut- 

. , ■ , . , ul-akhl>aur- 

delav theresentment ot the Jvhaurezmiau monarch ; at whose approacli 

the usurper iinmediaiely chose to fly. lie fell however into the hands 

of the troops employed to pursue him, although his life was spared at 

the intercession of his brother; and his punishment remitted to a 

twelve months imprisonment, at the expiration of which he was to 

withdraw to Jund, there to pass the remainder of his days in exile. 

Before he returned into Khaurezm from this expedition, Tukkesh 
Khaun employed his troops to reduce the fortress of Arslangushai in 
the neighborliood of Kazvein, belonging to the Ismauilians of A!- 
mowut ; which, after a siege of soipe months, the garrison agreed to 
evacuate, on being allowed to retire to the metropolis of t!ie sect. On 
the attainment of this object, the Khanrezmian, after placing the go- 
vernment of Irak Ajem under the authority of a fourth son, Tauje-ud- 
deia Ally Shah, withdrew into his hereditary dominions. Thus were 
matters circumstanced when Saud-ud-dein Mussaoud, the Vezzeir, 
falling by the knife of one of the Ismauilians, the resentment of the 
Khanrezmian was afresh awakened at the intelligence ; and his sou 
Kutbnd-dein Mabommed, subsecpient monarch of Khaurezm, received 
his instructions to proceed immediately with a competent force, to at- 
tack and demolish the whole of the castles, and other receptacles of 
tliese sanguinary zealots, from Tersheiz on the western boundary of 
Khorassaun, to the utmost limits of tlieir country. In conformity 
with his instructions, the Shahzadah commenced his operations with 
the siege of Tersheiz ; during which his principal standard one day' 
being thrown down, in a manner that no person could account for, it 
was immediately considered as an omen that foreboded some serious 
evil ; and accordingly intelligence soon afterwards reached him that his 
father was dead. 

Tukkesh Khaun had been attacked, in the course of the fiv'e hun- 
dred and ninety sixth of the Hidjerah, by a quinsey, or inflammation 
in the throat ; but of this, in a little time, his physicians succeeded, 
as they thought, in effecting his cure : and he was on his march from 
Khaurezm to join in the war against the Ismauilians, when, on reach- 
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A. II. 59 «- 607 . ing the station called the well of the Arabs, he experienced a fresh at- 
A. I>. 1200-10. of his complaint, which carried him to his grave at the age of fifty 
Kliolaussut- two, and after an eventful and sjdendid reign of eight and twenty years* 
Sidtan Matiommed the son of Tukkesh Khaun, sixth of the 
Khaiirezm Shahies. 

On inttdligencc of his fathers’s dissolution, Sultan Mahommed im- 
mediately abandoned the siege ofTersheiz; and hastening into Khaur- 
ezin with the celerity of lightning, he was triumphantly conducted 
into the eapital, by tlie nobles and the principal Ameirs of the govern- 
ment ; by whom, on the twentieth of Shavaul of the five hundred and 
ninety sixth of the Ilidjerah,* he was quietly seated on the throne of 
the Khaurezmians. 

lie had, however, been scarcely well settled on his throne, when 

the province of Khorassaun was wrested from him, by the Sultans 

Si'LTAN M a»nl Shuhaiih-ud-deiu the Ghurians. For the re- 

iioMMEDVitli covery of this important province, Sultan Alahommed engaged in an 

of the Ki.aur- arduous and protracted contest with the two brothers, during which 
rziii Shabieb. . . i • i ■ i , , ® * 

in mostol tlio actions which took place, he was victorious. On the 
subse<iuent death of both the adverse Sultans, he finally subdued to 
the authority ofhis exchequer, the greater part of the countries ofwhich 
they had forcihly usurped the possession. 

Towards the commencement of the six hundred and seventh of the 
Hidjci all, b ultan ^lahommed had, however, not onlv reduced the whole 
ot Khorassaun, hut by far the greater part of the other provinces of the 
Persian empire. The views of the Kbaurezmian, his mind being now 
at rest with respect to his conquests westward, were then directed to 
the reduction otTurkcstaun ; and toa war withGurkhaun, the monarch 
of Khra Khutay, or black, or central Tartary. With that design he 
accordingly crossed the Oxus, and invested Bokhara ; ofwhich Imsoon 
after made himself master, putting the governor who had recently 
U5urp.ed his authority, to the sword. He proceeded next to Samar- 
kand, and the governor, Sultan Othman, hastening to meet him, and 
voluntarily enrolling himself in the list of his retainers, he acquired 
possession of that city without furtherolistacle. Having secured these 
two important acquisitions, SultaimHahommed advanced without fur- 

* Second of August, 1200. 
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tlicr delay, and in great force towards the terri‘‘orv of Gnrkliann ; by 
whom an army not less formidable, under Taynku Terauz, the princi- 
pal minister, and most distinguished gtmeral of the empire, was em- 
P'loyed to oppose the invaders. On one of the Fridays in the former 
llebbeia, of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah^the Khaurez- 
mians andKara Khatayans came to a decisive battle; which terminated 
in the total defeat of the latter, and in the captivity of their general. In 
consequence of this signal victory, the city of Olraur submitted to 
Sultan Mahommcd ; who, after taking possession, and placing it in charge 
of an officer in whose fidelity he could confide, returned towards Sa- 
markand, and ultimately into Khaurez m ; where he caused the captive 
general of the Kara Khatayans, who had preceded him, to be put to 
death. 

Not long after this, he received however intelligence that the city 
of Samarkand was closely invested by the Karakhatayans, although the 
garrison, in seventy two coiifiicts in which they had been engaged 
with their besiegers, were said to have been only once beaten. The 
Sultan proceeded without delay to the relief of that celebrated metro- 
tropolis; and the Karakhatayans, receiving at the same time intelligence 
of his approach, and of the revolt of Kushlek,a prince of the royal blood 
of 1 urkestaun, hastily broke up the siege, and withdrew to their own 
country. The Khaurezmian now encamped near Samarkand ; and was 
employed in augmenting the numbers, and completing the equipments 
of his army, when the agents of Kushlek presented themselves, for the 
purpose of negociating an alliance with him ; and a treaty was with- 
out much difficulty concluded on the spot, by which it was agreed, 
that if the Khaurezmian succeeded in first subjugating the power 
of the Karakhatayan monarch, the whole of the country extending to 
Kashghar and Khoten should be ceded to his authority ; on the con- 
trary, that the whole of the territory westward to the Seyhun, or river 
of Finauket, should belongto theTartar Sultan, provided heoutstripped 
his ally in the successful prosecution of the war. Subsequent to the 
ratification of this treaty, two battles were fought between Gurkhaun 
and Kushlek, in one of which the latter was victorious, in the other 
vanquished. Sultan Mahommed, when his arrangements were complete, 
next proceeded to attack the Khaun ; but, in the battle which ensued, 

* September, 1210, 
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A. n. 610-11. through a misunderstanding, as far as tlie passage is intelligible, be- 
A. D. 1213-14. tween the white and blue sects (seffeid, kabud jamabgaun) and some 
Kholaussut- others of his principal generals, the army of the Sultan suffered a 
ul akhbaur. check. The field being however obscured by an enorm- 

ous cloud of dust, it became impossible to discriminate the victors 
from the vanquished ; and both armies being at the same lime struck 
with a panic, immediately fled in different directions. In these 
circumstances, the Khaurezmian, attended by a few of his guards, 
found himself when he least expected it, in the camp of his adversary ; 
but being disguised, according to a practice which it seems he some 
times adopted, in the uniform of the enemy, his person was fortu- 
nately not recognised ; and thus escaping the most imminent danger of 
captivity, he made good his retreat to the river of Finauket, where he 
rejoined his troops without farther accident. Shortly afterwards he 
' returned into Khaurezm, in order to recruit his losses and restore the 
equipments of his army. 

In the course of the six hundred and eleventh of the Illcljerah,* on 
suspicion of an illicit intercourse with his mother, the Sultan, in a fit 
of inebriation, put to death a certain religious devotee of the name of 
I\Iejid“Ud-dein Baghdady, who had settled in his dominions ; but the 
next day repenting of his rashness, he endeavored to atone for the 
act by conveying to Shaikh Nudjm-ud-deiii, another religious indivi- 
dual of the time, a cup of gold, which he however declined toaccei>t. 
The same year, freceiving intelligence of the death of Tauje-ud-deiii 
Yelduz, who had succeeded to thegovernmentofGheznin, on the demise 
of ShahJlb-ud-dein the Ghourianjand that one of the slaves had seated 
himself on the throne of his master, Sultan ^lahommed was seized 
with the desire of subjugating the metropolis of Sebekteggin ; and ac- 
cordingly proceeded, with the necessary expedition, at the head of his 
troops for that quarter. He effected the reduction of Gheznin with 
the territory dependent upon it, without much difficulty ; and in exam- 
ining the repository of Sultan Shahaub-u<l-deiiFs treasures, he found 
among the archives of the government certain letters addressed to that 
prince, under the signatureof the KhalifUl Nausser, whichsufficiently 
attested thathe had been the principal, if not sole cause ofthe hostilities 
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in which the Ghourian had engaged with SAItan Mahommed. A cir- 
cumstance which produced, in the Khaurezmian, no slight augmenta- 
tion to the displeasure with which he was already affected towards the 
representative of the house of Abbas. 

In consequence of this, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the 
Hidjerah, having previously procured from the Imaums, or sacerdo- 
tal order of his governnaent, a decree or Fetva, declaring in substance 
that the house of Abbas having, by its pernicious example, given 
sanction to the most unlawful practices, and long since discontinued 
to advance the interests of Islam by the sword, or by war against the 
infidels, it was become the duty of any prince who possessed the 
means of accomplishing it, (in order that justice might resume her 
proper seat) to restore the dignity of the Imaumut to the Seyuds of 
the race of Hiisseyne, the Khaurezmian publicly pledged his allegi- 
anc!: to Seyud Alla-ul-mulk Termcdy, and commenced his march for 
BaghdSd, For reasons formerly stated, he was, however,'constrained 
to abandon his design. He had not yet passed through the territory 
of Irak Ajem, when the dispatches reached him from Ghayr Khaun 
the gOiVernor of Otraur, soliciting his sanction for the death of some 
of the subjects of Je7tgueiz, who had appeared at that city for the pur- 
pose, as they professed, of trade. 

The nature of the incident, which produced in its consequences 
such dreadful effects, is thus briefly explained. The public tranquil- 
lity, and the security of general intercourse had attained to so envia- 
bly pitch towards the conclusion of the reign of Sultan Mahommed, 
that the merchant, with a confidence Avhich feared no molestation, 
and for a very moderate profit, might venture to convey his commo- 
dities from the remotest limits of the east, to the extremities of the 
West ; and every species of apparel bearing at that jreriod the most 
advantageous prices in the extensive encampments and armies of 
Jengueiz, a certain Ahmed Khojendy, with other merchants of his 
class, availing themselves of the opportunity to enrich themselves, 
hastened to transport a large assortment of silk, and linen goods, to so 
profitable a market. They experienced from Jengueiz the kindest 
treatment, and the most liberal encouragement ; and that great con- 
queror, when they were on their return to their own country, directed 
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that the princes, lnss<^ns, and his most distin^^uishecl Ameirg, should 
each select from amone; his servants two persons, with a suffickmt 
sum of money, to accomr^any these mercliants ; for the purpose of pro- 
curing an investment ot thearticd^^s which mi«ht be thought best suit-^d 
to the demands of his people. Fourhundrod and fifty individuals of the 
Jdahommedan religion were accordingly chosen for the expe dition, 
and furnished with a very great supply of treasure, to carry on a spe- 
culation which seemed to promise sucli extensive reciprocal advan- 
tages. Thev were further entrusted with a message, conceived in the 
most friendly and conciliatory language, from Jengueiz to Sultan Ma- 
honuned, proposing that the s^sten^ or jealousy and reserve, which had 
hitherto subsisted between them, might beexchanged forone of con- 
fidence and unanimity. 

When this peaceable body of merchants reached Otraur, thov pro- 
ceed'd to visit Aynalj'^k the governor, who bore the title of Ghavr 
Khaun. I nfortunatidy, one of the party, an old acquaint ince of tiie 
governor's, presumed on the stnmgth of firmer intimacy to adrlress 
him by iiis original name ; and tliis occasioumd such otfimee, that a 
<lesign was immediately for'imd on tiie part of the same govenfbr to cut 
them all oft', and S(dze their treasure. He fii'st liowever imprisoned 
the whole, dispatching an agent to represent to Sdltui '^■Jah.omim d, 
then in Irak, that certain spies in the eiiiplnymunt of Jengmuz Khaun 
had appevtred in the territory under his ju: isdirtion ; and to laMjuesi: 
inslructitms in what manner to proc^^ed with them. AVithout trie 
slightest rc flection on the consequences vviiich might be the 
the Khaiirezmian sent orders that they siionid ))e put to death,; winch 
With as litth^ compin'ction, the gov(a‘nor oi Otranr c;irrnv| into luime- 
dicite execution. One ot the merchants escaping, Imwever, trom che 
very place of ext^cution, conveyed to Jengiudz a full account ;>i teis 
atrocious proceeding ; on which that monarch, u ith great apparent 
moderation, disoatchf d an emhass. tode eand rp[)ur&t!on tor tut^ injury, 
and to request that tne author of it might he delivered up to him lor 
puiiisliment. Sultan Mahommeo imp. !! { hv his < vil desun v, and 
wnh a dart rity wuien nasiciiecl Uouiual, caused tUe eiiiba:»:iador 
to be also put to death. 
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The india;ifialion orjeiigueizon receipt of this piece of intelligence, 
it would perh<([).s be easier to iinn:^ine than describe*. And it was on 
this occasion that he ascended the bill in the neighborhood of his 
principal encanipinent, and earnestly implored the aid of the supreme 
beiu'i, ill the prosecution of a just vengeance ; when hearing a sound 
or noise, which he considered as indicative of the success of iiis design, 
he hastened to carry it into execution ; and with an army as numer- 
ous as the sands on the desert of ivhaurezm, entered on that war, ou 
which he had now irrevocably determined agdinst Sultan Mahommed, 
to whom he at the same time dispatched a final message, announcing 
his approach. 

The Khaurezmian on his part, leaving his son Rokken-ud-dein 
Ghiirsantchei to preside in Irak, ha'=tened without delay to meet the 
damrer; but, on his arrival at Neyshapur, immersed, in a manner to 
which he docs not hitiierto appear to have been accustomed, in wine 
and debauch, he delayed his march for the space of a month. He 
proceeded, however, at lastacrossthe Oxus'to Bokhara; in theprecincts 
of which he suffered himself to be again seduced into the same fatal 
and unliecoming excesses, so ill suited to the tremendous crisis which 
was aopro ichin". In these circumstances he learnt that Tukeia, or 
Tukna Khaun,* one of the princes of Turkestaun, was in motion 
either to join liim, or to oppose the advance of the Moghuls, and that 
he was directing his march for Jiind, on the Seyhun ; and soon after- 
wards becoming- further apnrized that a division of the Moghul troops 
under Jujv Kliaun, the eldest of the four sons of Jengueiz, was in 
quest ot the Tartar chief, he took, with a part of his army, the same 
direction ; and being ultimately joined, atSamarkand, by theremainder, 
proceeded with all celerity to Jund. As he continued his march 
from the latter place, tlie Khaurezmian, in a position between the cha- 
nels of two rivers, was rather surprized at observing the ground covered 
W'ith the slain of a recent battle; from among which a wounded man 
was discovered, who informed him, that Tukeia Khaun had been 
attacked by the troops of Jengueiz ; and that the latter, after a dread- 
ful sldughtef of the Tartars, were now proceeding to rejoin the camp 

• Thii wa^ probably the prince of the Mekreif, who had separated from Koushluh, Khaun 
•f the- Nay mans. 
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A. H. 614 - 17 . of their sovereign. Sultan Mahommed upon this, hastened without 
A. D. 1217--20. (jelay in pursuit of the Moghiils, whom, in the course of the following 
Kiiolaussut- he came up with, and immediately prepared to engage. Jujy 
ul-akhbaur. j^haun and his officers are said, on this occasion, to have made known 
to the Sultan, that they were not exactly authorized to give him 
battle ; nevertheless, if he was determined to become the aggressor, 
that they should not decline the conflict. The Sultan, however, im- 
mediately attacked them with equal fury and impetuosity, while thie 
Moghuls resisted with immoveable firmness from sunrise until night. 
Then kindling innumerable fires in their camp, to deceive their adver- 
saries, they retired to join the main body of their army under Jen- 
gueiz in person; who upon this accelerated his march for the territo- 
ries on the Oxus. 

Sultan Mahommed on the proof which he had thus just experienced 
of the prowess and discipline of the Moghuls, gave way on the other 
hand to the most discouraging apprehensions, and retreated without 
further effort immediately to Samarkand. Here his alarms were not 
a little augmented, and his judgment entirely bewildered by a declar- 
ation of the astrologers, that the unfivorable aspect of the heavenly 
bodies rendered it advisable to avoid, during the present year, a second 
conflict with his enemies. At this period we are told, that there 
were assembled under the immediate command of the Khaurezmian, 
not much lessthan fourhundred thousand horse; allof whom, however, 
henowbrokeupinto detachments, and dispersed to the different quarters 
of his dominions, he himself taking the direction of Khorassaun. And 
it is here said that in crossing the ditch of Samarkand on his de- 
parture, he should have observed to his attendants, that the armies 
which sought his destruction were in number so prodigious, that they 
■could fill that ditch by merely casting their whips into it. An expres- 
sion which effectually destroyed the confidence, and broke the spirit 
of every class of his subjects. He transmitted at the same time in- 
structions to his mother Turkan Khatfln, in Khaurezm, to convey 
the whole of his family, women and children, towards Mazanderaun; 
V'hichshe immediately carried into execution, first casting several of 
the younger princesinto theJeyhun, and then prosecuting her j ourney 
without incumbrance towards the province assigned for her retreat*. 
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In the mean time, the fears of the Sultan daily gaining ground upon A. H. eti. 

him, he proceeded to deliberate with his confidential ministers on ‘ : 

the measures which it might be advisable to pursue, under these accu- 
mulatingdifficulties. By the morejudiciousand discreet it was proposed 
to him, to abandon the whole of the territory eastward of the Jeyhfin, 
to concentrate his armies in the most advantageous positions, and on 
that river to defend the approaches to Khorassaun and Irak against-the 


enemy. By others, however, he was advised to withdraw immedi- 
ately towards Gheznin and Hindustaun, there to secure himself 


against the designs of his adversaries; and to this latter counsel the 
Sultan immediately subscribed. But, when he had proceeded in con- 
currence as far asB&lkh, he was overtaken by Emmaud-ud-dein Sawjy, 
the agent of his son Rokken-ud-dein ; who prevailed upon him to 
abandon that design, and take the direction of Persian Ir&k. The 
gallant and intrepid Jullaul-ud-dein Meng, or Mungberny, had on the 
former occasion, in vain made use of every argument to persuade his 
father, to abide by the more judicious plan of defending the passes of 
the Jeyhfin, against the troops of Jengueiz ; and he now renewed his 
intreaties, if it was his final resolution to withdraw into Irak, that the 


bulk of the army might be left under his orders, in prosecution of the 
same plan of operations, but vvithout effect. 

The Sultan, on returninginto Khorassaun on thisoccasion, learnt that 
the Moghuls bad reduced Bokh&ra, which hastened his retreat to Neysha- 
pur; during which a body of Kankulians, aTatartribe of that name that 
served in his armies, deserted his standard and went over to Jengueiz. 
He arrived, however, at NeyshapurinthemonthofSuffurofthesixhun- 
dred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah ;* and once more by the fumes 
of intoxication, attempted to dispel the apprehension of impending 
evil. In this situation intelligence reached him, that Hubbah Nuj'^an 
and Soweid^li Bahauder had crossed the Amuyah or lower Oxus, with 
a division of thirty thousand men ; on which, abandoning all further 
hope of retaining his power, the Sultan withdrew from Neyshapur by 
the route of Esfrayein; leaving instructions that his mother with his 
family and younger children, should secure an asylum, either in the 
fortress of Karundezh, or in that of Eblaul, or Yellaula. He found, 
however, on reaching the boundaries of Rey, that the Moghul troops 


* AphI, A. D. 1220. 
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wcfs in clo^c Oi [jiiTi ^ ^nd he uon i\^p5?Tit^'d h<‘> pltin oF 

rctrciiti iiii,* into Ivuk, iuKiicdiiitcly turiiiu'^* ou ton mi is the CiiSilc ol 
Kazvein, or perhaps Farzeiii, under tiie walls ol'whicii he received 
iiif'onnafion of the capture and destruction ot tlie.-'.sy oi lley. ile tiiea 
continued his flight towards Kariurdezh, the wlnde of his followers 
dispersinq- on the road; and having unexpectedly fa'deu in rvith a party 
of Moghuis, from v. hom he contriver! to escape however, witli the loss 
of his horse, which was mortally wounded by an arrow, in tliis 
deserted state he reached Karundezh. From tiiat place, perpetually 
exposed to be intercepted by ids pursuers, who beset liis movements 
in every direction, he proceeded into Guilaun : but aft^r remaining’ 
there for the space of seven days, he again changed the direction of 
his flight; and wandering eastward along the shore of the Caspian, 
with the intention of making his way to Asterabad, he came to a 
town dependent on Amul; from whence he threw himself for protec- 
tion into one of the islands in the neighborhood. His residence 
becoming, 'nowever, known to the Moghuls, he was at last compelled to 
remove for further security to another island ; one of those denominated 
the islands of Absekiin, or Abeskun. 


Shortly after the Sultan had conveyed himself to this his last retreat, 
his pursuers also appeared in the neighborhood ; but conceiving that 
he was at present inaccessible, they returned upon their steps, and 
laid siege to Karundezh, which they reduced and levelled to the 
ground; the infant children and treasures of the Khaurezmian here 
falling into their hands. They next invested the fortress of EblaiiK 
where, from other authorities, it would appear that the dowager prin- 
cess, Turkan Khatun, had taken up her abode. During the siege, by 
a fatality unexampled in the annals of the country, the occasional 
rains from which the cisterns derived their supply of water, entirely 
ceased ; and the wells and tanks being dried up in a period as short, as 
uiK'Xpected, the garrison and inhabitants were reduced to the utmost 
distress; and the unfortunate Kh^thn, with Naiisser- ud-dein the Vez- 
zeir, and the other parched and exhausted associates of her destiny, 
■»vas ultimately compelled to descend from her otherwise impregnable 
bulwarks, and surrender to the mercy of the barbarians. This fatal 
resolution had scarcely been carried into effect, before it began to rain 
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hi such abimdance, that the water is said to have flowed in torrents 
from the spates of the place. An immense booty tell into the hands of the 
besiegers, including, in particular, ten millions of m^skals, or metfjkals, 
of gold, a thousand ass loads of silken goods, and j wels to a prodigious 
amount: all of which, together with the unfortunate captives, they 
immediately conveyed to the camp of Jengueiz, by whom, for the 
most part, they were put to death without distinction of sex or age. 

Shltan Mahomined did not long survive the communication of this 
afflicting intelligence ; his despair and grief were violent in the 
extreme ; and perhaps not the less so, because his misiortunes had 
been brought upon himself, by acts of repeated and unwarrantable 
perfitl^^ He found, however, in deatli, a secure repose from his ap- 
preliv-nsions, and an etfectiial rescue from the vengeance of his pursu- 
ers. His attendants, unable to procure a shroud for the remains of 
their sovereign, were constrained to commit him to the grave in the 
same dress that he wore at the period of dissolution ; which is here 
stated to ha\e taken place in one ot the months of the six hundred' 
and seventeenth of tlie H idjerah, after a reign of one and twenty vears."* 
he is said to have left seven sons ; of three of whom, the Sultans, 
Rokk* n-ud-dem, Gheyauth-ud-dein, and J uihuibud-dein, the me- 
mor\ has betn preserved by histori ans ; and of those in their order. 

Siilt m llokken-ud-deiti Ghursa NTCHEi,son ofSultan Mahomined. 

As scon as his tatber had witiidravvn into the islands of Aheskun, 
this |)rince, rrtinal into Kcrmaun ; and having tln re oi>tained posses- 
sion of the treasures of MelekZuzen, he resolved on an attempt to make 
hims* If master of Isfahaun. But ludng as resolutely opposed bv the 
inhabitants, he was driven from btdbre that city, with the loss of one 
thousand of his followers. Then directing his march by uavof Rey 
towards Feyrouzkoh, in tlie mountainous l)oundary of Mazanderaun 
north eastward ot the heforenientioned city, he succeeded in making 
good his retreat to that iortress. It was however no sooner known- 
that Rokkrn-ud-dein had thrown himself into Feyrouzkoh, tlian it- 
was invisted, and, alter a siege of six months, reduced bvyhe Moghuls. 
W hen conducted by his besiegers to tiie presence Oi their genemi, the 
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cribed bv eider Petu de la Croix* iu Lisunloiy of 0 en^iiizcau the great. 


A. H. 017- 
\.D. i> 0. 

Kiiol ♦ ibadU 

uPakhbaur* 


Sultan Roic- 

LD D£IN4 


A. H. 61S-27. 

A. D. 1222-30, 

Khf»iau£>i>ut- 

ulakhbaur. 


ScltanGhey- 

AUTH-UD-DEIN. 


captive SftUan aware that, at all events, his death was determined' 
upon, resolutely withstood every importunity, to make him bend the 
knee to his conqueror ; and he was, on the spot, together with all those 
who hadadhered to his fortunes, sacrificed to the implacable vengeance 
of the Jengueizians. This event appears to have taken place during 
the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Gheyauth-ud-dein SheirShah, son of Sultan Mahommed, 
hastened also on the death of his father, into Kermaun, which he 
appears to have held in JJigueir ; but of w'hich the immediate govern- 
ment was at this period in the hands of Abul Kaussem Zuzeny, who 
opposed in arms the entrance of the Shahz&dah. The latter was 
compelled in consequence to take up a wandering life in different 
parts of Ir^k, until joined by Bor&k Haujeb ; a Karakhatayan by ex- 
traction, who had long served in the armies of his father, and who- 
now united himself w-ith a considerable force to the destiny of the son. 
Thus strengthened, Shltan Gheyauth-ud-dein entered Farss; and hav- 
ing defeated Atabek Saud the governor, and carried pillage and 
slaughter through the province, returned again into Persian Irak. la 
the mean time, Bor^k Haujeb and his followers were endeavoring to 
force their way through Kermaun with the design of proceedingtow^ards 
the Indus, when their march was intercepted by Abftl Kaussem the 
Zhzenian ; who was, however, taken prisoner in the enterprize, and 
immediately put to death by his conqueror. Borak Haujeb now' entered 
into quiet possession of Kermaun, 

On the other hand, Gheyauth-ud-dein had proceeded on his se- 
paration from the Karakhatayan, in the direction of Rey, where he 
found means to establish his abode ; and there he Avas, not long after- 
wards, unexpectedly joined by his brother Jullaul-ud dein, on his 
return from Hindftstaun. The two princes had continued to reside 
together under the same roof in considerable harmony, when unfortu- 
nately one day in a fit of inebriety, and for some reason not explained, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein plunged his knife into the bosom of Melek Nuss- 
xet, an officer of the household, and much in the confidence of Jullaul- 
ud-dein. This produced a severe expostulation on the part of that 
prince, and Gheyauth-ud-dein, a few days afterwards, fled into Khuz- 
istaun, and ultimately to Baghdad; where he was kindly and hospita- 
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bly received by the Khalix'‘of the house of Abbas, (Ui Mustunser). 
He quitted Baghdad, however, without apparent reason, and pro- 
ceeded towards Almowut ; but from the latter place returning once 
more into Khuzistaun, he dispatched an agent to Borak Haujeb to 
demand his permission to repair into Kermaun. The agent returned 
to Gheyauth-ud-dein, after experiencing a reception favorable to his 
wishes ; and with a treaty of amity which the Karakhatayan had agreed 
to conclude with the fugitive Sultan. Gheyauth-ud-dein proceeded 
upon this, withoutapprehension, into Kermaun; but in one of his very 
first visits, he was destined to experience considerable mortification 
from the haughty demeanor, and imperious assumptions of the Karak- 
hutayan ; who made no scruple to require that the Sultan’s mother 
should be assigned to him in wedlock. During one of the interviews 
which took place between them, the Sultan ventured to demand of 
his host, who it was that had bestowed upon him those circumstan- 
ces of pomp andsplendor, so ostentatiously displayed about his person ? 
“ That being,” replied Borak Haujeb, “ who wrested their empire 
“ from the race of Saman, and transferred it to their slaves, the sons 
“ of Sebekteggin ; who stripped the house of Seljuk of its imperial 
“splendors, to bestow them also upon its slaves, the kings of Khaur- 
*• ezm.” d he insolence of the Karakhatayan became, however, at 
last so overbearing and undisguised, that some of his own kindred 
proceeded to represent to the Sultan, that it was impossible to place 
any reliance on the engagements of their relative; and that if they 
were permitted, they would drag him like a slave to the presence of 
his master. From an extreme indolence of disposition, Gheyauth- 
ud-dein declined to concur in the design ; and as the subject of what 
had passed was soon disclosed to the Karakhatayan, he first of all cut 
off his officious kinsmen, then strangled his unfortunate guest; and 
when the mother gave a loose to her sorrows, for the destruction of 
her son, she was also dispatched to accompany him to the other 
world. This event appears to have occurred in the six hundred and 
twenty-seventh of the Hidjsrab. 

Sultan JuLT.AUL-UD-PEix iNlungberny, or AIene:bernv, son ofSul- 
tan Maliomuicd, last of the Khaurezm-Shahy dinastv. 
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Ilavliif: Avitiiessed the circumstances of h.is father’s dissolution. In 
the islo.nfl of Abc'^kuii, .1 ullaiil-ud-dein appears to have proceeded 
immediately into Ivhaurezm. which had not as yet been invaded by 
the Mogluils. At this period a body of ninety thousand horse of the 
Kankuly nation had occupied the heart of the province, of whom, on 
his arrival, a part offered to place themselves under the authority of 
the Shah Zadah ; others, however, evinced a disposition entirely hos- 
tile to his views. Taking every thing- into consideration, the Sultan 
thought it therefore advisable to avoid ail intercourse with that per- 
fidious tribe ; and with a remnant of his most faithful adherents, 
conceived it accordingly more prudent to retire, by the way ofNissa, 
towards Shadmaukh. On his march he fell in with, and, after an action 
which continued for the whole of the day, finally succeeded in effect- 
ing his escape, from adivision of ^doghfil troops, to the place of hisdes- 
tination. He remained, however, at Shadmankh not more than three 
days, at the end of which he prosecuted his retreat to the metropolis 
ofGheznin, where he contrived soon after his arrival, to assemble a 
very numerous and formidable body of troops ; and with these, in the 
spring of the year, (618 probably) he encamped at a station called Bar- 
auny, or Birouan, said to be one day’s journey from Gheznin, 

While he lay encamped at this station, intelligence was conveved 
to Jullaul-ud-dein, that adivision of the Mogluils, under Begjek and 
Yemghur, two of the Jenguizian generals, was besieginy the fortress 
of Waulian, and that the garrison was reduced to the last extremity. 
The brave prince, without hesitation, determined to relieve the place; 
and inarching accordingly with all the expedition in his power, he 
came upon, and immediately attacked the Moghuls, put a thousand 
of them to the sword, dispersed the remainder, and returned in triumph 
to Barauny. Jengueiz, at this time engaged in the siege of Baraian, 
dispatched, on intelligence of the defeat, two more of his most dis- 
tinguished generals at the head of thirty thousand men, to give battle 
to the Khaurezmian, whom they found in his camp. A conflict im- 
mediately ensued, in which the Sultan was again victorious; the Mog- 
huls being cut to pieces in great numbers, and the remainder retiring 
with disgrace and loss to the presence of their sovereign. 
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Jengueiz now determined to proceed in person to attack Jullaul-ud- A. 11. 618-28. 
dein. But, a dispute on the subject of a horse having in the mean A- D- 1-^21- 31. 
time arisen in the camp of the Khaurezmian, between two of his Kho^aussut- 
principal generals, Seyf-ud-dein Eghrauk, and M^lek Meraut, the 
former quitted the army without permission, and, with a great part of 
the Sultan’s troops, went off towards the mountains of Sekrauk. 

Thus weakened, the Saltan was compelled to break up from his camp 
and retire towards Gheznin, whither he was immediately pursued by 
the Moghul monarch. On his arrival before that capital Jengueiz, 
however, found that the Sultan was continuing his retreat towards 
Hindustaun ; and he therefore, on his part, determined not to slacken 
in his pursuit. Accordingly in the month of Rudjub,* of the six 
hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, at the muabber, or passage, 
of the Indus, he came up with the army of Jullaul-ud-dein, which he 
formed an immediate disposition to assail ; the stream of the Indus 
composing the string, of which his line of battle was the bow. In 
these circumstances, with the swords of the implacable Moghuls in 
his front, and an unfordable torrent in his rear, the brave Khaurezmian 


attacked his pursuers with unparalleled gallantry, cutting them to 
pieces in great numbers. Disclaiming all idea of flatter\q the author, 
indeed, asserts that Jullaul-ud-dein exhibited, on that decisive day, 
such unexampled proofs of courage and intrepidity, as might have ex- 
cited the admiration and envy of Rustum and Asfendiaur, the most 
renowned heroes of Persian story. But, the countless multitudes of 


the enemy continuing to press upon him from every side, he was at 
last in imminent danger of being taken ; when by a final effort, hav- 
ing repulsed liis assailants to a convenient distance for the accomplish- 
ment of his design, he retired to the bank of the river ; and throwing 
off’ his armour, he plunged his horse into the rapid stream, and mira- 
culously eftectcd his passage to the other side. Continuing to ride 
along the bank of the river, he proceeded until he came to a spot 
from whence, on the opposite side, he perceived tlieenemv plundering 
his camp ; and Jengueiz was himself standing at the same time on the 
bank, ob.serving the actions of the princely fugitive. Jullaul-ud-deiu 
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A. H. S18-28. now dismounted very deliberat'^ly, and taking' the saddle and other 
A. D. i‘2-2i-3i. furniture from his horse, he laid them, together with his own tunie 
KhoiaussMt- haiuiimcnts, in the sun to dry ; then unfolding his umbrella, he 
quietly sat down to repose himselfunder the shade. x\ll this passed 
under the immediate observation of Jeugueiz, avho could not forbear 
expressing his admiration in terms of the warmest applause. “ Like 
“a lion invincible,” he exclaimed, “in the conflict of the field of 
“ battle ; like an alligator unterrified in the foaming stream, no father 
“ could ever boast a son like this !” 

In short, having thus narrowly escaped across the Indus, Jullaul- 
ud-dein took up his abode for two days, in an adjoining forest, until 
his retreat was discovered by about fiftv of his troops, who once more 
attached themselves to his person ; when, causing his small party to 
furnish themselves witli clubs, he one night fell upon, and surprised a 
banditti of Hindus who infested the neighborhood; and having des- 
troyed the greater part, was thus enabled to supply his followers with 
horses and arms, which, in swimming the river, they had been com- 
pelled to sacrifice. His party became now daily more numerous and 
formidable ; and during a period of two years, in which he continued 
to the eastward of the Indus, he succeeded in making many extensive 
and valuable conquests in that quarter ; and in repairing among the 
unfortunate natives, the losses which he had sustained by the irruption 
of the Moghuls. At the expiration of this period he formed the de- 
sign of recovering Irak Ajem : and with that object accordingly led 
his troops through Kutch and Mekraun, to the borders of Kermaun, 
where he arrived in the early part of of the six hundred and twenty 
first of the Hidjerah.* He experienced at first a very hospitable re- 
ception from Borak Haujeb, who was by this time in possession of 
the province ; and whose daughter, in order to secure his friendship, 
he condescended to take for his bride, the nuptials being celebrated 
in the castle of Kermaun. In the short lapse of two days, however, 
the Sultan, proceeding tothe neighboring plains, to amuse himself with 
the recreations of the chace, found that the Karakhatayan had re- 
mained behind in the city, under the pretence of a pain in his feet. 

* The Spring of 1224* 
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This led to the suspicion that his designs were hostile ; and a message 
was dispatched by the Sultan to state, that it was his resolution to 
depart, without further delay, on his expedition for the recovery of 
Irak ; but that entertaining the highest opinion of his judgment and 
experience, he was desirous of advising with him on the arrangements 
which might best promote the design; and he therefore requested that 
he would for this purpose repair for a short time to his camp. TheKarak- 
hatayan sent to inform him in reply, that the only arrangement which 
he had to recommend, was to proceed immediately towards Irak, since 
the resources of Kermaun would not subsist his troops any longer. 
Moreover, that if the Sultan made any attempt to re-enter the gates of 
Kermaun, he would find them closed against him. With this reply he 
dismissed the messenger ; and having expelled the whole of the Sultan’s 
troops who had been admitted into the town, he immediately secured 
the gates against any violence on the part of that prince. 

With means inadequate to enforce reparation for this breach of 
duty and hospitality, Jullaul-ud-dein took the road towards Farss ; 
the governor of which, Atabek Saud the son ofZengui, sending one of 
his sons with suitable presents to conduct him to Shirauz, and adding 
moreover, one of his daughters to the list of the Sultan’s wives. Jul- 
laul-ud-dein, found it expedient with a good grace to confirm the 
Atabek in his authority ; in the mean time, directing his own atten- 
tion, in every possible way, to promote the welfare and happiness of 
every class of his followers. Subsequent to this, he led them to Tus- 
tur in Khuzistaun, and there established his Avinter quarters. From 
thence at the opening of the spring,* he proceeded towards Baghdad, 
in the hope of obtaining assistance from the Khalif U1 Nausser ; but, 
from a resentment long cherished towards his family, a body of twenty 
thousand horse was immediately dispatched by that monarch, under 
Koushtemfir, to expel the Sultan from his territories. Apprized of 
the design, Jullaul-ud-dein determined, without hesitation, to abide 
a conflict with this commander ; whom, notwithstanding the disparity 
ot force, he succeeded in defeating. Fie was, however, now con- 
strained to alter the direction of his march; and he proceeded forTeb- 
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A. II. 622-29. reiz, at this period under the government of Atabek Ouzbek, the son 
A. D. 1225-31. Qf Jahaun Pehehvauii Mahommed. The Atabek conceived it most 
Kholaussiit- prudent to throw himself into the fortress of Alanjek, and to leave his 
capital to the discretion of his wife, Melka Khatnn, a princess of the 
house of Seljuk. Jullaul-ud-dein appeared before Tebreiz, some 
time in the six hundred and twenty second of the Hidjerah,* and 
immediately laid siege to that ancient and celebrated city.f While 
operations were carrying on for the reduction of the town, the princess 
Melka one day making a tour of the ramparts, happened to cast her 
eyes upon Jullaul-ud-dein, with whose person she became immedi- 
ately and violently enamoured ; aud pretending to have been divorced 
by her husband, contrived through the intervention of Kauzy Ezz- 
ud-dein, theKazvinian, to espouse the object of her new-born passion ; 
to whom the city was of course surrendered without furtherresistuncc. 
Atabek Ouzbek could not survive the intelligence, wdiich was soon 
conveyed to him, of the perfidy and ingratitude of hisjibidinoiis wife. 

Thus master of Azerbayjaun, tlirongh the treacherous surrender of 
Its capital, Jullaul-ud-dein next engaged in hostilities with the Geor- 
gians ; in a second and final expedition against whom, he reduced the 
city of Teflis. While he still remained at that place, information 
reached him that Borak Ilaujeb was on his march to invade Irak ; and 
it w’as on this occasion that the Sultan, in the short space of seven- 
teen days, conducted his troops from Teflis to the frontiers of Ker- 
maun ; where the hostile chief was compelled to purchase his forbear- 
ance by presents of the most splendid and costly description, and by 
apologies the most submissive to atone for the recent aggression. 
Upon this the Khaurezmian repaired to Isfahaun ; but when he had 
continued there a few days, intelligence w'as conveyed to him of the 
ravages committed on the borders of Azerbayjaun, by a certain Hau- 
jeb, or Hadjy Ally, employed in the government of Ekhlaut by Me- 
Ick Ashruf, prince of Damascus ; and, what was still more agravating, 
he further learnt, that his consort, that paragon of fidelity and purity, 
the virtuous Melka’Khatun, had wdthdrawn from Tebreiz to Ekhlaut ; 

* A. D. 1225. 
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where she maiutaiuefl an unchaste and abandoned intercourse with A. H. 625-28. 
, A. D. 1228-31. 

the new governor. 

In order to avenge himself of these accumulated injuries, Jullaul- 
ud-dein returned without delay into Azerbayjaun ; but, after having 
carried pillage and slaughter to the gates of Ekhlaut, he there learnt, 
to his infinite mortification, that the Moghfils were advancing upon 
Irak; and he was unwillingly constrained to postpone, to another op- 
portunity, the reduction of that place, in order to make head against 
the implacable adversaries of his house. In a battle which ensued 
with the Moghuls, he was, however, defeated, and compelled to retire 
with some precipitation into Isfahaun; where he proceeded to dis- 
grace some of his officers, Avho had been remiss in their exertions in 
the recent conflict, by exposing them through the streets in the habits 
of women, while he distinguished, with commands and honors, those 
who had faithfully discharged their duty. 

In the six hundred and twenty-fifth of the Hidjerah,* instead of 
opposing an unavailing resistance to the growing ascendancy of the 
Moghuls, Jullaul-ud-dein seems to have preferred engagingin another 
invasion of the Georgians, of whom he is stated to have put great 
numbers to the sword ; and having otherwise obtained some signal 
advantages in that province, he proceeded in the triumph of his vic- 
tories, to resume the siege of Ekhlaut. Of that place, after considera- 
ble resistance, he at last completed the reduction, and being singular- 
ly irritated by the conduct of the governor, he issued orders that his 
soldiers should be permitted, from the hour of sunrise to the forenoon’s 
repast, to satiate themselves with pillage and slaughter ; the survivors 
of the massacre were then spared ; but he retaliated without scru- 
ple on the wife of Haujeb Ally, the outrage offered to his bed by that 
chieftain. 

The reduction of Ekhlaut appears to have revived in a considerable 
degree, the renown which Jullaul-ud-dein had acquired by former 
exploits ; and yet he had not quitted the vicinity of that place, when 
information w'as communicated to him, that an alliance had been formed 
against him between Alla-ud-dein Key Kobaud Sdltan of Anatolia, and 
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A. H. 625-28. the prince of Syria and Damascus ; which seems to hav'e engaged 
A. D. i22a-ai. further than was consistent with his vievvs, in hostilities in that 

Kholtussut- fj darter. Advancing, however, to anticipate the designs of his ene- 
mies, the Sultan, in the desert of Moush, to the north west of Ekhlaut, 
unexpectedly fell in with six thousand Syrian horse, whom he cut to 
pieces to the last man. But in the battle which soon afterwards ensued 
between him and the Sultan of Anatolia, Jullaul-ud-dein, although 
previously confined to his litter, having exerted himself to mount 
his horse, and being yet unable, through extreme debility, to hold 
the reins of his bridle, the animal on which he rode, happened in the 
heat of the action to retire a few steps backward. In these circum- 
stances his attendants unfortunately suggested that a short cessation 
from fatigue seemed absolutely necessary to revive him ; and the pr nee 
as unfortunately yielding to their advice, withdrew to a corner of the 
field of battle, follow' ed by the royal standard. The wings of the armv, 
perceiving this movement on the part of their sovereign, too soon con- 
cluded that he had unworthily abandoned the conflict ; and in that 
persuasion they hastily turned their backs to the enemy, and betook 
themselves to flight ; while Jullaul-ud-dcin constrained by necessity, 
also made the best of his way towards Ekhlaut. Happily for the 
fugitives, the enemy, suspecting that all this was merely a stratagem 
devised by the Khaurezmian to lead them into an ambuscade, 
retained their position, wdthout engaging a step in the pursuit. 

On his return to Ekhlaut, Jullaal-ud-dein was further alarmed bv 
intelligence that Jermaughun Nuyan had crossed the Amuyah in great 
force, and was advancing towards Persian Irak. This determined 
him to proceed without delay towards Azerbayjaun, dispatching one 
of his principal generals on before him, in order to obtain more certain 
information of the enemy. The officer thus employed, after visiting 
Tebreiz, rejoined his sovereign with the assurance, without, however, 
having taken the necessary precautions to ascertain the fact, that 
there was neither in Azerbayjaun, nor Irak, the slightest vestige nor 
intelligence of the Moghuls. Delighted beyond all bounds of pru- 
dence and moderation, Ijy this deceitful report, the Sfiltan resigned 
iiimself witliout reserv'e to a course of pleasure ; his example being 
followed by the greater part of his court, which was immediately 
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immersed m wine, and the most disgraceful excesses. Of such a 
state of things, it was not difficult to foresee the issue. Many days 
were not suffered to elapse, when, in the six hundred and twenty 
eighth of the Hidjerah,* an army of Tatars, numberless as the drops 
of a thunder shower, was afresh reported to have entered Azerbayjaun, 
and to be immediately at hand. It was not without considerable 
difficulty and exertion, that the Sultan could be awakened to a sense 
of his danger ; but, when by a plentiful ablution, he had contrived to 
■remove the disgraceful effects of intoxication, instead of abiding a 
conflict with the destroyers of his family, Jullaul-ud-dein fled from 
the scene of alarm ; Azer Khaun, the same Ameir that had apprized 
him of his situation, continuing, however, to oppose a feeble resist- 
ance to the enemy, who was now upon them, until his wretched 
master should have gained a sufficient distance on his pursuers. The 
Khaun then also retreated, while the Moghuls, still conceiving that 
they were engaged with the Sultan in person, pressed on to secure 
him, with an eagerness in proportion to the splendor of the prize. 
But, being at length undeceived, they finally abandoned the pursuit, 
and hastened to the residence of his unhappy family ; where they 
put to the sword, without distinction, every individual whom they 
could lay hands on, either of the kindred, or clientage of the kings of 
Kbaurezm ; the sun of whose power, when it had subsisted with 
some varif^ ty of circumstance, for a period of one hundred and thirty 
seven lunar years, became thus forever extinguished under the sur- 
passing might of Moghul vengeance. 

With respect to the sequel, so unworthy of the outset of Jullaul- 
«d-dein’s adventurous career, there exists among historians a consi- 
derable diversity of opinion ; some authors relating, that in his flight 
from the Moghuls, he entered the Kohestaun, or mountainous region 
between Azerbayjaun and the Tigris, where, while he lay asleep, a 
Kurd, in order to possess himself of his horse and habiliments, ran 
him through the body with bis lance. Others again have stated, 
that he assumed the garb of Sufyism, and in that disguise wandered 
about the world to screen himself from the vengeance of iiis pursuers; 
nor hath any thing further been ascertained of tfie destiny of tins un- 
fortunate prince, 
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The residue of this chapter may be devoted, perhaps not unprofita- 
blv, to furnish a short account of the Atabeks, who occupy so con- 
spicuous a share in the transactions of these times. With the author 
we shall therefore proceed to state, that the Sultans of the race of Sel- 
juk being in many instances accustomed to confide the education of 
their sons, to some of the principal Ameirs in different quarters of their 
empire, the young princes, in the course of habit, applied to the noble- 
men thus entrusted with their breeding, the appellation of Atabek ; 
a corruption of Ataeik — preceptor or tutor : or perhaps Atabeg — lord 
father, as explained by Mr. Richardson. Of these there were, how- 
ever, four branches of distinguished renown, whose origin and dura- 
tion we shall, in their order, endeavor to trace, to the limited extent of 
our original. 

In the five hundred and twenty-first of the Hidjerah, Emmaud-ud 
DE ix Zengui, the son ofAuksungur became, under the authority of 
Sultan Mahmud the grandson of the illustrious Melek Shah, ruler of 
he provinces of Arabian Irak ; and extending his power, in the pro- 
cess of time and circumstances, to the territories dependent on Mos- 
sule and Aleppo, those of Diaurbekir and Kurdistaun were further 
superadded to the extensive and opulent domain already subject to 
his government. After reigning, with distinguished probity, for about 
three and twenty years, he was cut off by a conspiracy among his 
Mumluks, in the five hundred and forty-fourth of the Hidjerah ;* and 
he bears in consequence, in the records of the country, the posthu- 
mous title of Atabek Sheheid — the martyred Atabek. 

Nur-ud-dein AIahmud, the son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Syria, succeeded, on the assassination 
of his father, in establishing his authority through the territory of 
Aleppo, Harness, and Hama; and accomplishing the reduction of 
Damascus, in the five hundred and forty-ninth of the Hidjerah,-}* his 
power became from that period so formidable that he undertook, and 
ultimately succeeded, to subvert the authority of the Fatimite 
Khalifs in Egypt, and to substitute in the Khotbah for the name qf 
Auzxed.ud-dein, that of Mustunzy of the house of Abbas, in the 
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manner already related. The government of that province was then 
vested, under the authority of Nur-ud-dein, in the celebrated Sullah- 
ud-dein Yussuf, (Saladin)the son of Nudjm-ud-dein Ayhb ; in whose 
family it continued long afterwards. 

The death of Nur-ud-dein took place ort the eleventh of Shavaul, 
of the year five hundred and sixty-nine ;* which would give to his 
reign a period of about five and twenty years. 

MelekSalah the son of Nur-ud-dein, third of the Atabeks of 
Mossule and Syria. 

The diadem of Syria devolved to this prince at the age of eleven ; 
but when he had continued to sustain it for some years, Sullah-ud- 
dein, who had received the title of Melek Nasser, advanced from 
Egypt to form the siege of Damascus. On which the feeble M61ek 
Salah abandoned his capital to its fate, and fled to Aleppo ; where he 
died, at the age of nineteen, and after a reign of about eight years, in 
the five hundred and seventy seventh of tlie Hidjerah.")" 

Seyf-ud-dein Ghauzzi, son of Emmaud-ud-dein Zengui, second 
of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, was employed to preside 
over those provinces, under the authority of his brother Nur-ud- 
dein ; as well as over part of Kurdestaun, which was annexed to his 
government, lie died in the five hundred and fifty-first of the Hid- 
jerah.J 

Kutb-ttd-dein Moudud, another of the sons of Emmaud-ud- 
d'un, and third ofthe Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded 
to his brother Seyf-ud-dein ; and retained the government to the period 
of his death, in the five hundred and sixty-fii'th of the Hidjerah.|| 

Seyf-ud-dein Ghauzzi the second, the son of Kutb-ud-dein, 
fourth of the Ataheksof Mossule and Diaurbekir, assumed the govern- 
ment at Mossule on the death of his father. When his kinsman, 
Melek Salah, was compelled to abandon Damascus on the approach of 
Sulbih-ud-dein, he dispatched a body of troops to assist bim, under 
his brother Mussaoud. Seyf-ud-dein died in tire fiv'e hundred and 
seventy-sixth of the Hidjerah, after a reign of about eleven years. 

Ezz-ud-dein Mussaoud the son of Kutb-iid-dein, fifth of the 
Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, succeeded to his brother in the 
♦ Eiever.th of Muv, A, D. 1174. + 1182. 
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government ; to which, on the death of M^lek Salah, in the year .777, 
he added that of Aleppo. In the five hundred and seventy-ninth of 
the Hidjerah,* that city shared, however, the fate of Damascus, which 
had been previously reduced by Sullah-ud-dein : and two years after- 
wards the same monarch having again drawn his troops out of Egypt, 
proceeded to extend his conquests to Miafaurekein and Ekhlaut ; 
but on his return homewards from this expedition, he concluded a 
treaty of peace with Ezz-ud-dein. Both these princes died in the course 
of the same year, the five hundred and eighty-ninth of the Hidjerah.'j' 

Nur-ud-dein Arslan Shah, the son of Ezz-ud-dein, sixth of 
the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir. 

Succeeding to theauthority ofhisfather, this prince becameengaged 
in a tedious and protracted warfare with Melek-ul-Audil the Sultan 
of Egypt; which does not appear to have terminated until the six 
hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, when a treaty of peace was con- 
cluded between the parties. Arslan Shah survived this treaty for 
about two years, when, in the course of the six hundred and seventh 
of the Hidjerah he also died. J 

U1 M^;lek Ul Kaher Ezz-ud-dein MussaoUD, the son of Arslan 
Shah, eighth and last of the Atabeks of Mossule and Diaurbekir, as- 
sumed the government in conformity to the instructions ofhisfather; 
but submitting the reins of his authority to the controul of Buddur- 
ud-dein Lulu, it was not suffered to experience any very considerable 
duration. On the death of this prince, who probably did not long 
survive the loss of power, the government was entirely appropriated 
to himself, by the same Buddur-ud-dein, or Bedredin ; the sequel of 
W' hose history will possibly be resumed at a subsequent period, among 
the events which distinguished the reign of Hulaukfi Khaun. 

Ildly, of the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun, Among the Tartars of Kep- 
tchauk, we are here apprized on the authority of the Rouzut-us-suffa 
that, there formerly existed a regulation which provided, that when- 
ever a merchant, in ose and the same lot, agreed for the purchase of 
forty slaves, the seller should make a deduction to the value of one 
slave in favor of the purchaser. It was in conformity with such a 
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practice that, in the time of Sultan Mussaoad of the race of S'eljak, a A. H. 63t-6». 
merchant having made a purchase in the same territory, to that num- A- P. i ise 7 2 » 
her, a deduction was made in his favor for one of the slaves, whose 

ul'Stkabaur* 

name was Eyldekez ; not less remarkable for the defects of bis person 
than for the virtues which beamed on his brow. His purchase com- 
pleted, the merchant proceeded on his return to Irkk, mounting his 
slaves in waggons. During the journey, it happened that Eyldekez, 
overcome with sleep, twice fell from his waggon, being as often 
remounted by the care of his master ; but falling over, a third time, in 
the same manner, no one took any concern about him, and he was 
abandoned to his fate. At day light, however, when be awoke, and 
perceived himself alone in the midst of the boundless solitude, he 
hastened in search of his companions; and by dint of exertion, to the 
no small surprise of his owner, succeeded in overtaking the caravan in 
the course of the evening. 

Arrived in Irftk, the minister of Svlltan MussStoud bought thirty 
nine of the slaves, for the service of his master, rejecting Eyldekez, the 
fortieth, on account of his cat-like, or decrepid exterior. On which the 
unhappy youth, bursting into tears, is said to have exclaimed, that 
since the Vezzeir had purchased the whole of the other slaves for his 
own sake, it behoved him to take theonly'^ one remaining, for the love 
of God. These expressions were repeated to the minister, and deter- 
mined him to complete the allotment by the purchase of Eyldekez. 

The circumstance was also related to Shltan Mussaoud, who placed EviDEKEzlst 
the subject of it, not long afterwards, under Ameir Nasser one of his ‘’f Atabeks 
captains, in order to be instructed in archery and horsemanship ; and 
as the young slave distinguished himself in a very short time, by his 
address, activity, and skill, he was next enrolled in the train of one of 
the great officers of the household, who superintended the Bekawuls, 
or cupbearers ; or with more probability, the purveyor of the royal 
kitchens, since a savoury dish made up by Eyldekez of the otfals, or 
such parts of a sheep as are in general rejected, proved so extremely 
agreeable to the palate of the Sultan, that the now fortunate slave was 
taken into particular favor. From that period his prospects became 
daily more flattering to his ambition ; until, as was noticed on a for- 
Bier occasion, the Sultan finally^ bestowed upon him, together with 
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A. H. 588-87. the widow of his brother Toghrel, the government of Azerbayjaun ; 

A. D. 1172-91. which he sustained with vigor and ability to his death, in the five 
Kholaussut- hundred and sixty-eighth ot the Hidjerah, a period of about six and 
vl-akhbaur. thirty years. 

Atabek Mahommed, entitled Jahaun P ehleujaun, the son of Eylde- 
kez, second of the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

Sultan Toghrel the son of Arslan, being seated at seven years of age, 
on the throne of Irak Ajem, in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, through the activity and exertions of Atabek Mahom-. 
med, the affairs of the monarchy, in addition to the government of 
Azerbayjaun, to which he had succeeded on the death of his father, 
were now consigned to the entire controul of this brave and able chief- 
tain ; who became in a short time, by his talents and firmness of mind, 
equally respectable and formidable to the princp of the east and west. 
He continued to direct the affairs of Irak with splendid success for 
a period often years ; at the expiration of which, in Zilhudje,* of the 
five hundred and eighty-first of the Hidjerah, he died, leaving four- 
sons, whose names are as follows : Abu Bukker, Kutlugh Eynaunje, 
Mermeraun, and Ouzbek Pehlewaun. 

Atabek Kuzzul Arslan the son of Eyldekez, third of that de- 
nomination in Azerbayjaun. 

Employed, during the administration of his brother, in the govern- 
ment of Azerbayjaun, this prince hastened on his death, to the court 
of Sultan Toghrel ; and marrying Kubtiah Khatun, the widow of his 
deceased brother, (at least a princess of that name is mentioned as 
the mother of Kutlugh Eynaunje and Mermeraun) became immedi- 
atelv invested with the dignity of Arneir-ul-umra, or lieutenant general 
of the monarchy. But differences having ultimately arisen between 
him and the Sultan, which terminated in the hostilities, already tran- 
Atubek Klz- siently adverted to under the transactions of the race of Seljiik, 
iui. Arslan, Kuzzul Arslan, at the express recommendation of the Khalif Ul Naus- 
Jlldoftheiuce. month of Shavaiil-j- of the five hundred and eighty 

seventh of the Hidjerah, assumed the sovereign authority. He had, 
however, been suffered to enjoy his power hut for a very few days 
when he was assassinated, at the instance of the nobles of Iiak, by one 
* March, A. D. 1186. t September, A. D. Ii9l. 
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of the zealots of Alfflo^Vut. “ ’Tis not,” observes our author, “ for 
‘^rashness to repose in peace on the seat of the mighty and yet the 
name of Kuzzul Arslan has found a distinguished record with the 
votaries of the Persian muse. 

Atabek Abu Bukker, the son of Pehlcwaun Mahommed, fourthof 
the Atabeks of Azerbayjaun. 

On the assassination of his uncle, Abu Bukker hastily withdrew 
into Azerbayjaun, and there assumed the royal authority. He was, 
however, destined to be opposed by his half brother Kutlugh Eynaunje; 
w'ith whom, in the course of one month only, he fought no less than 
four separate battles, in each of which he proved victorious. After 
th is he retained his power against all opposition for a period of twenty 
years, dying in the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah.* 

Atabek Muzuffur-ud-dein Ouzbek, the son of Pehlevvaun Mahom- 
med, fifth and last of this race, succeeded on the death of his brother : 
but in the fifteenth year of his reign, the six hundred and twenty- 
second of the nidjerah,f his country being invaded by SCiltan Jullaul- 
ud-dein the Khaurezmian, Atabek Ouzbek retired into the fortress of 
Elanjek or Alaujek ; where, as recently observed in the story of the 
Khaurezmian, hecould not survive theintelligenceof his wife’s perfidy. 

llldly^ Of the Atahih s o f Furss, of the Selghrian tribe. 

The historian has recorded that when, in the early part of the fifth 
century of the Hidjerah, a body of Turkmans, to the number of fifty 
thousand horse, were urged by the pressure of the times, and in the 
course of one of those afflicting changes which have been occasionally 
permitted to visit the world, to migrate from their native country, 
and seek for a settlement in foreign lands, one of their chiefs, of the 
name of Selgher, with his sons and followers, made his way into 
Ivhorassaun ; and in the different parts of that province, proceeded to 
exercise every species of outrage and violence, that might be expect- 
ed from an uncivilized and necessitous banditti. But when, about the 
four hundred and thirtieth of the Hidjerah, the authority of the race 
of Seljuk appeared to be permanently established throughout the 
Persian empire, the same Turkman chief repaired to the court of one 
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Kholaussut- parss^ which was destined to become the ultimate and splendid lot of 
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the family. 

The city of Shirauz, the admired and celebrated metropolis of the 
province, being wrested from the Deylemites, in the four hundred 
and fifty-eighth of the Hidjerah,‘j’ by the warlike Alep- Arslan, it con- 
tinued fora period of eighty five years afterwards under the authority 
of the race of Seljfik. But about the five hundred and forty second of 
the_Hidjerah,J Sultan M^lek Shah the son of Mahmud, having made 
himself master of the province, by the defeat and death of Atabek 
Buzaubah, that prince retained possession for the space of one year 
only ; when conceiving himself unequal to a contest with Atabek 
Segher the son of Moudud, who had revolted against his authority, he 
chose to abandon the country ; which was thus, apparently without dif- 
ficulty, transferred fo the insurgent. 

Atabek Muzuffer-ud-dein Segher, or perhaps Sunkur, the son of • 
Moudud, first of the Atabeks of Farss of the race of Selgher. 

On the retreat of the Seljukian Sultan, Atabek Segher under the 
title of Muzuffur-ud-dein, assumed the sovereign dignity at Shirauz, 
some time in the five hundred aird forty third of the Hidjerah ; j] and 
laid open to every class of those who submitted to his authority, the 
avenues of beneficence and happiness. He withdrew to experience 
the reward of his virtues, in the ever blooming gardens of paradise, 
in the five hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah, § after a felicitous 
reign of thirteen years. 

Atabek Mfizulfur ud-dein Zengtji, the son of Moudud, second of 
the race of Selgher, succeeded to his brother, whose virtues he seemed 
studious to emulate. He died in the five hundred and seventy first of 
the Hidjerah, after a just and beneficent reign of fourteen years. 

Atabek Muzuffer-ud-dein Tuiclah, the son of Zengui, third of the 
race of Selgher. 

This prince was the heir, and successor to his father’s wealth and 
povveir, and even surpassed his predecessors, in the vigilance which 
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fre e'xerted *to 'pfftmftte and secure the tranquiTlity of his government. 
He died in the five hundred and ninety-first of the Hidjerah, after a 
prosperovjs reign of twenty years. During the period in which he 
s^wayed the Sceptre of Shirauz, Atabek Kfitbuddein, a prince of the 
same family governed in Ir^k Ajem; but, although in other respects 
an able and benevolent monarch, engaging in an unavailing contest 
with Atabek Ttikiah, his power did not attain to any degree of stabi- 
lity. He feH, in the issue, into the hands of his relative, and was put 
to death. 

Atabdf Muzuffur-itd-dein Ahu Shnjia SattP, the son of Zentgni, 
fourth of the race of Sekher. 

O 

Succeeding to the sovereign power, on the death of his brother, 
Atabek Saud gave distinguislred proofs of the bounty, and liberaHty 
of his disposition ;; but yielding to an unfortunate ambition, by which 
he was impelled to undertake the conquest of Irak Ajerti, he engaged 
himself in perpetual expeditions for the attainment of that object ; 
and thus exposed his defenceless capital to frequent surprise and pil- 
lage, by those of hi's enemies who were ever cm the Watch for such an 
opportunity. The last time, however, continues ourauthor,in which, 
like the axis of a wheel, Atabek -Sand presented himself in various 
directions, in the'prosecution of these visionary projects of ambition, 
he, in the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah,* and in the 
neighborhood of Rey, fell in with the course Of ‘Suhan Mahommed 
the KhaurezmiUn, then proceeding on his design against Baghdad. 
In these circumstances, akhough the whOle Of his force did not exr- 
ceed seven hundred cavmlry, the Atabek resolutely assailed the army 
of the Sultan, and first with bis arrows, and then with scimitar anti 
mace, produced extraordinary -havoc among them. Considerably sur- 
prised at the singular activity and prowess displayed on the occasion 
by the Atabek, the Khaurev.m+an gave Orders that his archersshould 
forbear to aim at him ; and tbat evety eXertion should be made to take 
him alive, and Witbout inj-ury. Thus surrounded On (wery side, anti 
falling from his horse,' !>is adversaries found at 'last an oppoitunity Of 
seizing his person,«fidtbe was immediately ctmveyed to the presenefc 
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A. H. 811. oftheS61tun; who proceeded to interrogate him as to the motive 
A. D. V2\T. .^vhicli couid induce him to ( pgage in a comlict so unequal.. To this 
Kh..litu,,ut- the Atabck replied, that for such apparent temerity, the only apology 
ul-akLbaur. could otfcr, was his entire ignorance that he was opposed’ 

to the person of so migSity a monarch ; and he continued to plead fur- 
tiier so eilectualiy with his conqueror, that one of the imperial pavi- 
lions was immediattdy ordered to be set apart for his accommodation ; 
with everv rtujuisite that could contribute either to his pleasure or 
convenience. All these, the Atabek, however, distributed among the 
Sidtan’s retinue, even before he had sot eyes upon them ; and the ad- 
miration of the Klumrczmian being further excited by an instance of 
liberality, which otherwise appears to have had neither bounds nor re- 
flection, Atabek Saud became thenceforward the inseparable associ- 
ate of his pleasures and amusements ; in which, he indeed, as far sur- 
passed by his convivial qualities, as he had formerly done by his 
prowess in the field of battle. In the course ot a few days it was fin- 
ally agreed upon between the two princes, through the mediation of 
Jilelek Zouzen, that Atabek Saud should bestow one of his daughters 
in marriage upon Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein ; should engage for the ces- 
sion of the fortresses of Istakhar and Eshkowun; and i'or the annual 
remittance of one thirdofthe revenues offarss to the exchequer of the 
Khaurezmian. 

On the conclusion of the treaty, Atabek Saud, accompanied by an 
escort of Khaurezmian troops, was permitted to take the road to his 
own dominions ; bat, his son Abu Bukker had become no sooner ap- 
prized of the misfortune, and subsequent stipulations on the part of 
his father, than he abruptly forsook his allegiance; and took post, with 
a body of his followers, at the foot of the pass of Baubeyn, to intercept 
his return. Accordingly, when Atabek Saud arrived on the spot, the 
head of his escort had just disengaged itself from the pass, when it 
was attacked and cut off by the Shirazians ; while the main body, con- 
ceiving that they were about to become a sacrifice to preconcerted 
treachery between father and son, called aloud for mercy. Havino" 
exerted all his eloquence to appease their apprehensions, the Atabek 
hastened to present himself to Abu Bukker, who assailed his person 
without the smallest hesitation ; but the elder Atabek no sooner 
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felt the sword of the parricide, than he rethrned it so effectually with 
a stroke of his mace, that it brought him headlong from his horse. 
The rebel was afterwards confined to the castle of Istakhar ; while 
the father, having re-entered his capital of Shirauz without further 
obstacle, proceeded to fulfil his engagements with the Khaurezmian, 
with the most scrupulous fidelity ; and ultimatelydismissed hi^ agents 
in every respect satisfied with the treatment which they experienced. 

Atabek Saud survived this untoward contingency for a period of 
some duration ; until the six hundred and twenty-third of the Ilidjer- 
ah, according to certain authorities, which would assign to his reign 
an interval of two and thirty years. 

Atabek Muzuffur-ud-dein Abu Bukker, the son of Saud Zengui» 
fifth of the race of Seluher. 

o 

Notwithstanding the stain of rebellion, the Ameirs and principal 
citizens of Shirauz unanimously concurred, on the death of his father, 
in bestowing the sovereign authority upon Abu Bukker; and he is 
said to have far surpassed the merit of all his predecessors, respecta^- 
ble as they were, in the vigor of his govermneat^ and in his vigilance 
to provide for the welfare of his people. His zeal for the advance-r 
inent of the faith of Mahommetl, and his exertions to promote the 
success of every laudable pursuit, few men were qualified to do justice 
to ; neither would it be easy to delineate, continues our author, his 
singular skill in jurisprudence, in the subtilties of logic, or in the ab- 
struse reasonings of philosophy.. His esteem for the rtdigious ‘and 
sincerely devout, was at the same time so conspicuous, that he did u.o^ 
scruple to assign to them on all occasions a d^^cided preference over 
priests and lav/yers, and the learned of every description. ' 

The race of Jengueiz having, however, bv this time, completely 
subjugated the oriental world, Atabek Abu Bukker exliibited a proof 
of sagacity, and moderation of spirit, equally conspicin^us, by the early 
assurances of submission, which, by one of his nephews, he, took care 
<to convey tothe court of Oukdai, orOctai Kaun ; who treated the de- 
putation with particular kindUvSs and distinction, .and returned a pa- 
tent for the royal authority in Farss, with the title ol Khcutri, 

Tin’ govr^rniiK nt of Abu Bukker w as ilistinguisln <! by ti]e reduction 
ol Ivaibh or kaissy Kateif, and Buluirein, islunUs m the guiph or 
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siff, whore he is stfited to have acquired prodigious wealth. In th« 
in^n time, ildlaukd Khaun had made himself master of Baghdkl, 
and extinguished the power of the race of Abbas ; and it became ex- 
pedient on the part of x\bil Biikker, with other feudatories, to trans. 
mit his congratulations, on an occasion which seemed to put the last 
seal to his vaSsatage, Ilis son Saud, the heir to his wealth and dig- 
nity, was accordingly dispatched on this errand to the camp of the 
Eyle, or Aeil Khann; and the young prince was on his return tq 
Shirauz, after experiencing the most favorable reception from the 
Wogbul monarch, when intelligence reached him of liis father's death, 
which was, at a very short interval, followed by his own. Atabek x\bii 
Bukker had, it seems, withdrawn to the abodes of eternal happiness, 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy,* of the six hundred and fifty 
eighth of the Hidjerah, after a splendid and prosperous reign of five 
and thirty years ; and his son Saud having been already attacked by a 
severe fit of illness on his journey from Baghdad, the information 
which unexpectedly reached him, of the death of his father, and of his 
t)wn accession to the Sovereign power, produced a violent aggravation 
of his disorder,, ahd hastened him to the tomb, just twelve days after 
the former event. What renders the reign of Atabek Abu Bukker 
fehen Saud Zengui, however, more particularly interesting to the orien- 
talist is, that thcmost elegant and classical of Persian poets, the 

admired bard and moralist of Shiraiiz, the rerbnn u- of his religion, as 
he has been entitled, flonrished under this reign, and made the names 
Jof both father and son the frequent subject of his praise. 

Atabek MAHoairMED, the son of Saud, sixth of the raceof Selgher. 

Succeeding in infancy to the throne of Shirauz, in consequence of 
the premature dissolution of his father, the administration of affairs 
•was undertaken in behalf of this prince by his mother Turkan, a wo- 
fnan of singular prudence and sag'acity ; w ho did not fail, by a sphm- 
did embassy, and 'by presents not less splendid, to solicit and obtain 
from Hulauku, a decree to ratify the succession of her son. But wh-m 
two years had elapsed of the infant reign of Atabek Mahommed, he 
perished by a fall from the terrace of his pal-aci; ; and he was succeeded by. 


• Seventeenth of May, A. D. 1200. 
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AtabuU thp son of Selgher Shab» scv;entli of 

tbp rape of Selgboy. 

Iu4ebted for hi^ elevation to the pxpytions of the dowager princess 
Turkan Kbatun, his ipother in }a\y and the wido\y qf Atakeb Saucj, 
and at the same time to the rccomwondation pf the nobles of Shir- 
auz, this prince proved himself, however, at an early period, by aban- 
doning hjmself to the eycessesj of wine and intemperappe, and to the 
society of yenthful profligates, entirely unworthy of the throne to 
which he had succeeded. A government so contemptible was pot 
destined to be qf any duration. The total disregard which he evinced 
for the counsels of his mother-in-law, produced on her part, notwith- 
standing the intimacy of their relation, a conspiracy with the Ameirs 
and leading men of tlie country, to remove him from authority; a de- 
sign which was carried into execution without difticulty. It became, 
however, expedient to represent, by an immediate deputation to JIu- 
Jaukii Khaun, that the measure had been rendered indispensable, by 
the total unworthiness and incapacity of the deposed prince, and by 
the means which he had adopted to bring disorder and ruin upon the 
aflairs of the province. This, together with tlie consideration that 
matters had already taken their course, induced the Evle Khaun to 
listen with fa\orable attention to the Khatiin’s apology; at least, to 
forbear from any manifest expression of displeasure at what had taken 
place. The authority of Mahommed Shah terminated in the short 
period of eight months. 

Atabck Seljuk Shah the son of Selglier Shah, eighth of the race 
ofSelgher, on the deposition of his brother, succeeded to the govern- 
ment, likewise through the influence of Turkan Khatun, whom he 
immediately married. Being, however, a weak and inexperienced 
youth, little inured to the trials an^ vicissitudes of life, although \ve 
do not immediately perceive how this is to account for such early de- 
pravity, he was led one night, during the fumes of intoxication, to 
form the base design of destroying his .benefactress ; wliich, in one of 
his mercenary and diabolical slaves, he found an instrument to carry' 
into immediate execution. The following day, when the guilty trans- 
action became known to the publis, two of the agents of Hid.iukil 
Khaun, deputed to guard his interests in the govermnent of Shirauz, 
openly disapproved ot the deed, and were put to death tor the avowal. 
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A. 11. C62-8e. This daring outrage, on the part of the Atabek, brought upon him the 
A. D i2(>4-87. speedy vengeance of the Tartar monarch ; who immediately dispatched 
Kholauibut- ojje Qf hig generals, of the name of Ult&ju, at the head of a powerful 
ul-akhbanr. chastise, and subvert the authority of the perpetrator. Sel- 

juk Shah had not the courage to abide the storm ; but abandoning hiS 
government, he withdrew on its approach towards the coast of the Ar- 
abian, or sea of Omman. Thither he was, however, pursued by Ultaju, 
by whom he w'as overtaken and defeated in the neighborhood of Kau- 
zerun ; in which place becoming a prisoner, he was in the sixhundred 
and sixty-second of the Hidjerah, by order of Ilulauku, finally con- 
demned to die ; being the last, in the male line, of the Atabeks of the 
race of Selgher. 

Atabek Aeysii, the daughter of Sand, son of Atabek Abu Bnk- 
ker, being theconsort of Mangu Teymur the son of Hiilauku Khaim, 
was, by the latter monarch, invested with the government of Farss, 
on the execution ofSeljuk Shah ; and when it had been sufficiently 
ascertained, that no one of the male line of the Atabeks appeared 
worthy of the trust. She continued to preside at Shirauz to the day 
of her death, in the six hundred and eighty-sixth of the TIidjerah ; after 
which none of the race of Selgher ever asserted any claim to the go- 
venment of this favorite domain. 


IVth, of the Ha:auraspi(Ieti. or Atabeks of Larhlauti. 

At the period when Atabek Segher, or Sunkurthe son ofMoudud, 
in the year five hundred and forty-three,* had made himself paramount 
in Farss, on the expulsion of Mi-lek Shah of the race of Scljhk, as 

OfthoTIazaiir observed, he employed, undtr Abu Taher the son Of 

asiad. ', or Aia- ^^aliomiiied the Fuzhuan, a force to subjugate or take possession of 
b^ks of Lillis- Laristaun. JBut that chief had no sooner accomplished the object of 
the expedition, than he felt himself qualified to assume the title of 
gVtahek, and to declare himself indepeudaut in the province ; and in 
this his descendants followml his example. 

Atabtk Xnssrut ud-dein IIazaura.sp, the son of Abu Talier, se- 
cond ot the Atabi'ks of Laristaun, as the eldest of his father’s childrtm, 
succeeded to his authoritv ; and having added to his possessions the 
territorx ot Shoiilistaun. (region of sands), he left the whole in uadis- 
puted sovereignty to his sou. 


*A.D. 1143. 



431 


AtaVjok TcKtAH, the son of Hazaurasp, third of the Atabcks of A. n. 055^37. 
Laristaun, 


From the jealousies which might, however, naturally subsist between Kliolau^-suo 
him and Atabek Saud the son of Zengui, of the race of Selgher, this 


chief was thrice attacked in his government by the troops of that mon- 
arch, and as often victorious in repelling the aggression. On the ex- 
pedition against Baghdad,'* Atabek Tuklah accompanied the army of 
Ilulauku Ivhaun ; by whose directions he was particularly attached 
to the Tomaun, or division of Keybuka Nuyan. But, exciting the 
suspicion of that conqueror, by some circumstance wdiich implicated 
his conduct w ith respect to the unfortunate Mustaussem, it w^as de- 
termined to put him to death. He contrived, however, to protract 
his fate for a short time, by escaping into Laristaun ; but being closely 
pursued by the INIoghui troops, he Avas soon OA'Crtaken, and, not long 
afterwards atoned, Avith his blood for his supposed disaffection, 

Atabek Shums-ud-dein Alep ARGHU,theson of Hazaurasp, fourth 
of the Atabeks of Laristaun, became, on the death of his brother, in- 
vested Avith the vacant government, by thcinstructions of Hulauku ; 
and ruled with exemplary justice for a period of fifteen years. 

Atabek Yussuf Shah, the son of Alep Arghu, fifth of the Atabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded on the demise of his father ; subject to the 
authority of Abaka Khaun. Being, hpAvever, in person a constant 
attendant on the court of that monarch, the affairs of the province 
were for the most part administered by his agents. He is said indeed 
to ha\"e performed such acceptable and important services to Abaka, 
as entitled him to a very distinguished share in his favor ; and he re- 
ceived in consequence from that prince a grant of the province of 
Khuzistaun; Avhich, together Avith Kohkeiluyah, the city of Feroiizan, 
and Jermaudekan, was thus annexed to the territories already subor- 
dinate to his controul. On the death of Abaka Khaun, he continued 
his attendance insuccession, upon Ahmed Khaun, and Arghun Khaun ; 
Avhom he also served with distinguished and unabated zeal. Finally, 
receiving towards the decline of life, the permission of this latter mon- 
arch toniakea journey into Laristaun, Atabek Yussuf was proceeding 
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A. li. CR7-95. from Ihenfce bh an expedition to Kohkeiluyah, when Ihe occuki'eiBce 
A. D. 1288-90-. Qf ^ fearful dream compelled him suddenly to return ; and he died lit 4 
Klioiaubsut- very few days afterwards. 

ul akhbaur. ^tabek Afrasi AUB, the son bf Yussuf Shah, sixth of the Alabeks 
of Laristaun, succeeded to his father, under the sanction of a decree 
from Argbun Khaun. However, while that prince was oh his death 
bed, Afrasiaub, through one of his uncle’s sons, whom he employed 
for the purpose, contrived to destroy the governor of Isfahaun, and to 
seiiie Upon the governtne'nt of'that city ; Und, when he had ascertained 
that Arghfln Khaun had absolutely ceased to live, heprbceeded without 
further scruple, to nominate in his own behalf, agents and officers to 
take possession of the other principal towns of Persian Irik. He next 
dispatched the son of Tuklah w ith a competent force to extend his 
usurpations to Derbend of the Kerrahrad ; where his trobps falling in 
w'ith someofthe Moghul detachments, they engaged and defeated them ; 
but, on entering the quarters of the Moghuls, proceeding to indidgethem- 
selves in every species of debauchery, and irregularity, *they w'ere in 
turn assailed by the enemy, animated by the desire of vengeance ; who 
came upon them unexpectedly, and nut them to pieces in the midst 
of their undisciplined excesse’s. 

On the other hand, apprized of these ambitious undeitakiUg’s, Kim- 
jaytu Sultan, the successor of Arghun Khaun, dispatched a body 
ten thousand horee under Tulaudai Nuyan, to restrain and punishtbe 
usurpation of the Atahek ; who was ultimately taken plrisoncr in a bat- 
tle with that commander, and conveyed to the presence of Kiinjaytu 
lie was, however, pardoned through the intdrOessidn -Of some of the 
ladies of the imperial family, and possibly from arecollectibn of the 
fiithful services of his father. But on his enlargeitlettt and retutn inth 
Laristaun, proceeeiing without a cause to put to death bis kinsman 
Kuzzul, and several other Ameirs, the guilt of inhocerit lilood'did not 
ful to pursue him ; and He accordingly perished'by the sword of the 
av( noer, through the medium of Serkedauk NCivan, one of the 
kiil generals, in the subsequent reign of Hhazan Khaun, about the 
SIX hundred and niUetv-fifthbf the Hidjerah. 

Atih 'k Xussrut-ud-dein Ahmed, theaouofAlep Arghu, seventh 
of the Atabeks oi Laristaun. 
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This ^rriire'Was raised t5 his government hy command of GhSzan 
Khaun ; and by the influence of a just and virtuous administration re- 
moved from his people, in a great measure, the smart of their recent 
sufferings. He died in the seven hundred and thirty-third of the Hid- 
jerah, after a long and prosperous reign of eight and thirty years. 

Atabek Rokken-ud-dein Yussuf Shah, the second, son of Ahmed, 
eighth'of the Atabeks ofLaristaun, succeeded on the death of his fa- 
ther ; after whom he governed, with equal justice and liberality, for a 
period of six years. He died in the former Jummaudy, of the seven 
hundred and fortieth of the llidjerah.* 

Atabek MfizufFur-ud-dein Afra sia&b the second, the son ofYiis- 
suf Shah, ninth and last of the Atabeks ofLaristaun ; of whom nothing 
further is mentioned, than, that after exercising the functions of au- 
thority for a limited period, he also passed, like his predecessors, to 
another and unknown state of existence. “ On that world which 
“sprung from nothing, and which terminates in death, it would in- 
“ deed,” observes the author, “be egregious folly to build the expecta- 
“ tion either of stability, or perpetuity.” 

Of the dinasties, of which it was proposed toinclude an account in 
the present chapter, there still remain four to complete the narration ; 
but as the circumstantial detail, even reduced to its utmost brevity, 
would occupy the place of far more important matter, to which the 
remainder of this volume must necessarily be devoted, the reader is 
intreated to be satisfied with the subjoined list of successions, in tli& 
several branches to which we have here adverted. 

Isf, of the Kdrakhataifans in TCerinaun. 

Of these the first W'ho aspired and established his claims, to in- 
dependent power, was the Borauk Haujed, formerly mentioned ; 
who made himself master of the province of Kermaunby the defeat of 
Abhl Kaussem Zuzeny, in the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hid- 
jerah ; obtained from Oukdai, or Ocfhi Kaun, the title of Kutlugli 
Khaun ; and maintained his authority, with distinguished reputation, 
until the twentieth of Zilkaudah, of the year six hundred and thirty- 
two,"^ when he died, after a reign of about fourteen years. 

* Mi/veiLber, A, D. iS39. t Fifth of August, P, 123^ 
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A. H. 633 81 . Sultan Rokkeu-ud-dein KnAfJ ah Hukk, the son of Rorauk Ilau- 
A. D. i-236-r.2. absent at the period of his father’s death, with the court of 

Khohuiasut- Oukdai Kaun ; but obtaining from thatgreat monarch a patent for the 
ul .ikhb.iur. qP Kermaun, he returned without delay to take possession 

of his inheritance, and entered the capital of the province on the 
twenty-sixth of Shabaun, of the year six hundred and thirty three ;* 
his couzin german Kutb-ud-dein Mahommed, who had obtruded him- 
self into the government, retiring on his approach. Nevertheless, after 
reigning with considerable prosperity for a period of fifteen years, he 
was after all, by the injunction of Maiigu Khaun, placed at the dispo- 
sal of the same Kutb-ud-dein, by whom he was put to death. 

Siiltan Kutb-ud-dein Maiiojimed, the son of Khemeir Taynkii, 
assumed the government of Kermaun, in the middle of Shavaul of the 
six hundred and fiftieth, and reigned with great happiness to his sub- 
jects, until Ramzaun of the six hundred and fifty-fifth of the Hidjeraluf 
the period of his death. 

AlthougVi he left two sons, the government Avas conferred, on the 
death of Kutb-ud-dein, on his widow Kutlugh Turkan, Avhose daugh- 
ter was married to Abaka Khaun. The royal title was, however, nomi- 
nally bestowed upon blejauje Sultan, one of the sous of the late 
prince. But, on attaining to years of discretion, the young Sultan 
proceeding to treat his mother with indignity, and in one of his carous- 
als, proposing to her to dance before him, the insulted princess justly 
took offence, and withdrew to the court of Abaka. The Sultan not 
a little terrified on his part, fled shortly afterwards into Hindustaun. 
At the expiration of ten years, followed by a considerable army raised 
for bis assistance by the princes of India, he was returning to recover 
his inheritance; when he died on the march, in the month of Ziihudje, 
of the six hundred and seventieth of the Hidjerah. 

Sultan Julhiul-ud-dein Seyurghetaiesii, the son of Kutb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, solicited and obtained from Sultan Ahmed Khaun, 
a patent for the province of Kermaun, and for the removal of Kutlugh 
Turkan; and some time in the six hundred and eighty-first of the 
Hidjerah, entered the capital and took possession of his government. 
Kutlugh Turkan died of grief at Tebreiz in the course of thesucceed- 

’ Fourth of May, A. D. 1236. i September, A. D. 1257. 
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ing summer, having held the nominal sovereignty of Kermaun for a 
period of six and twenty years. In six hundred and ninety-one Sill- 
tan Seyiirghetmesh was himself displaced, in favor of his sister Pad- 
shah Khatiin, under the authority of Kunjaitu Sultan, and confined 
to the castle of Kermaun. He contrived, however, in the course of a 
few days to make his escape ; but, through the influence of his evil 
destiny, falling again into the hands of his sister, he was inhumanly 
put to death by her orders, in the six hundred and ninety-third of the 
Hidjerah. lie is spoken of as a just, prudent, and intelligent prince, 
Avhose government was a model of propriety and regularity. 

Seffiiet-ud-dein Padshah Kiiatux, the daughter of Kutb-ud- 
dein Mahommed, notwithstanding her cruelty to her brother, is des- 
cribed as a just and accomplished princess, equally distinguished for 
the beauties of her person, for the benevolence and purity of her dis- 
position, and for her singular and extraordinary talents in every res- 
pect. On the accession of Bainlu Khaun, who succeeded to Kunjai- 
tu, about the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, and who 
was married to Shah Alluin the daughter of Seyiirghetmesh, the prin- 
cess Padshah Khatun began with good reason to entertain apprehen- 
sions of a sudden and gloomy reverse ; and the widow of her brother, 
with her dependents, escaping about the same time from Kermaun, 
soon collected a numerous force, with which she returned and laid 
siege to the capital. In a few da3’s Padshah Khatun resigned herself 
to her fate, and throwing open the gates ofthe capital to her besiegers, 
she was by them imprisoned ; and shortly afterwards, in Shabaun of 
the six hundred and ninety-fourth of the Hidjerah, put to death by 
order ofBavdu Khaun; thus, by a just retribution, being compelled to 
taste ofthe same bitter draught whichshe had socruelly administered 
to her unfortunate brother. 

Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein MAHOMivrED Shah the son of TIejauje Sul- 
tan, was invested with the government, under the aiithoritv of Gluiz- 
an Khaun, in Zilhiidje of the six hundred and ninetv-fourth of the 
Hidjerah ; and be died in the year seven hundred and one, at the age 
of twentv-niiie, in consequence of a fever contracted b\" debauch. 

Kut!>-ud-dein Sha H Jahauk the son ofSevurglr^tmcsh, last ofthe 
Kaiakh^tayafts, assumed the government on the deatn ot iMahouimed 
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A. U. 7 . 01 - 41 . Sh.ah, under a grant from. Gb^izan Kliaua ; but on tho accossion of; 

A. D.13U1-40. Uljaitu Sultan, in cansequence of some former grudge, lie vvas de- 
Kholaussut- posed from his authority by that monarch. Shahjahaun withdrew, 
ul-akhbaur. Shirauz, where, though calmly resigned to his destiny, 

his merit rose superior to his fortune, and acquired for him yet some 
share of power. lie left a daughter of the name of Khauq Kutluk, 
who became the wile of Ameir Mahommed Muzulfur, and the mother 
of the princes Shah Shujia, Shah Mahmud, and SCiltan Ahmed, of 
Shirauz and Farss. On the removal of Shahjahaun, in short, the pro- 
vince of Kermaun was assigned to the Jengueizian Ameirs in succes- 
sion, until the seven hundred and forty-first of the Hidjerah ; when it 
w as permanently transferred to the same Ameir Mahommed Muzttffer-, 
of whom immediately. 

Ild, of the race of Muzuffur. 

Gheyauth-ud-dein Hajy Khoras.sauny the founder of this family, is 
stated to have been a native of Khawauf, who, on the irruption of the 
Moghhis under Jengueiz, retired to Yezd, in the adjoining angle of 
the province of Farrs. He had three sons, Abu Bukker, Mahommed, 
and Munshr. Of the two former of these, who engaged in the service of 
Alla-ud-doulah the governor of Yezd, there remained no posterity ; 
but Muiisur, who continued with his father, had three sons, Mahom- 
Of the race of med, Ally, and Muzulfur ; the latter, though youngest of the brothers, 
Muzuffut. becoming renowned beyond his compeers in the achievements of t!ie 
field of battle. After long wandering, without a settlement, through 
different 'parts of Irak Ajem, this warlike adventurer repaired at last 
to the court of Arghun Khaun ; by whom, in consequence of his singu- 
lar accomplishments of person and mind, he was early advanced to the, 
rank of Yessawul, or silver stick. 

On the accession ofKunjaytu, the fortune of Ameir MfizufFur con- 
tinued to be advanced, until by thetime that Ghazan Khaun ascended 
the throne of Hulauku, he was of sufficient eminence to receive from- 
that monarch the government of Ilazaurah, with the distinction of 
the standard and kettle- drum. On the death of Ghazan Khaun, he 
became still further promoted under the auspices of Uljaitu, being at. 
the same time entrusted with the protection of the roads from Aber- 
koh, Herat, and Meru, and with the government of Meybiid ; qf whicK 
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latter place, when he was not in attendance on the person of his so- 
vereign, he now generallyresided, until the period of his death, in the 
seven hundred and thirteenth of the Hidjerah. 

He ^eft an only son, Mubaurez-ud-dein IMahommed, who hast- 
ened on the death of his father to the presence of Uljiiitu Sultan ; by 
w^hom he was immediately invested with all the honors and appoint- 
ments of the departed Muzufl'ur. He continued at court for a period 
of four years, at the expiration of which he was permitted to repair to 
his government ofMeybud, by Sultan Abu Saeid, who then filled the 
throne. In the seven, hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjerah, he ap- 
peared however again in the court of Abu Saeid, from whom, in addi- 
tion to his former dignities, he now received the government of Yezd. 
In the course of the same year, with not more than eight of his brav- 
est followers, he was engaged in a perilous conflict with the Nikodri- 
ans, a ferocious banditti who then infested the roads of Khorassaun; in 
which no less than seventy arrows were lodged in different parts of his 
armour. Heescaped, however, otherwise uninjured, after defeating the 
banditti, whose chief he captured, and conveyed in a cage, together 
with the heads of several of his associates, to the camp of Abu Saeid. 

In the seven hundred and twenty-ninth* of the Hidjerah, as re- 
cently intimated, Ameir iMnbaurez-ud-dein Mahommed, was united 
in wedlock to Khaun Kutluk the daughter of Shahjahaur. the exiled 
chief of Kermaun. And in seven hundred and thirty four he again vi- 
sited the court of Abu S-^eid, being on the occasion accompanied by 
his son Sliah Shurf-ud-dein Muzuffur, and experiencing from the suc- 
cessor of Hulauku the most favorable reception. In the course of the 
same year he attended Abu Saeid to Baa:hdkd, and availed himself of 
the opportunity to visit the tomb of Ally at Nudjef. He returned 
shortly afterwards to Yezd. 

The turbulent and ambitious having availed themselves, on tliQ 
death of Sultan Abu Saeid, in the seven hundred and thirty-sixth of 
the Hidjerah, of an opportunity to divide the empire, the whole pro- 
vinceofFarss was taken possession of, during the confusion, by Ameir 
lylussaoud Shah the son of Mahmud Shah Aynju ; Ameir Shaikh Abd 
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A. H. • 730 - 41 . Ishauck, celebrated for the liberality of his disposition and tliel)enig- 
A. D. 1333 - 10 . ,jity of his manners, proceeding immediately towards Yezd. He was, 
Kliolaus.'.ut- however, met at some distance from that place by Ameir Mahommedi 
ul-aklibanr. ^yi,ose hospitable and conciliatory demeanor, he was tor the present 
diverted from any hostile design. But when, after a few days resi- 
dence in the neighborhood of Yezd, Ameir Abu Ishauck had proceed- 
ed some distance on his march towards Kermaun, he suddenly re- 
turned towards the former place ; and Ameir Mahommed found him- 
self now constrained to quit the city with the determination to give 
him battle. Before matters had, however, been carried to the last ex- 
tremity, an accommodation was arranged between these hostile chiefs 
through the mediation of Shaikh Ally Amran, a celebrated Pcir, or 
^lahommedan saint, of that age. 

In the seven hundred and fortieth of the Hidjerah, Ameir Mahom- 
med associated with Ameir Peir Husseyne Tchoubauny in the design 
of reducing Shirauz. On the arrival of the invaders at Istakhar, about 
forty miles from his capital, Ameir Mussaoud Shah retired towards 
Kauzerun, Avhither he was immediately pursued by Ameir Mahom- 
med ; but the enemy entirely dispersing on his approach, the latter 
returned without delay to rejoin Ameir Husseyne in the siege of 
Shirauz ; which, after a defence of some duration, was ultimately per- 
mitted to capitulate, through the interposition of Kauzy IMejid-ud-dein 
Ismaily, another very learned religionist of those times. Ameir Pcir 
H usseyne now made his entry into Shirauz in great triumph, assign- 
ing to Ameir Mahommed the government of Kermaun ; of which, in 
Mohurrim, of the year seven hundred and forty-one,* he accordingly 
proceeded to take possession. He was received into the capital of the 
province without opposition, Melek Kutb-ud-dein Neikrouz, the go- 
vernor, having fled at his approach towards Herat ; but imprudently 
dispersing his troops into separate and distant quarters, in order to- 
aflbrd relief to the inhabitants, intelligence of the circumstance was 
conveyed to Neikrouz; who prevailed upon Ameir Daoud the lieu- 
tenant of Herat, after he had residetl for some time under his protec- 
tion, to assist him in the recovery of his government. The fugitive 


* July, A. D. 13 to. 
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governor, accompanied by Ameir DaoucI, at the head of a body of A. H, 741-42. 
Ghourians, arrived, by stolen marches, within four farsangs of Ker- A. D 4340-4 1. 
maun, before Ameir Mahommed was apprized of his danger. The 
latter, destitute of troops for his defence, quitted the city in the dead 
of the night, and withdrew' to a station on the frontier, until he could 
assemble a force to make head against the enemy ; Neikrouz with his 
ally the lieutenant of Herat, entering Kermaun the ensuing day, and 
proceeding without molestation to re-establish the government. But 
Ameir Mahommed, having in a short time re-assembled a sufficient 
force for the undertaking, and being further joined by a division of 
the troops of Peir Iliisseyne, proceeded to carry fire and sword to 
the gates of the city, and as speedily reduced it a second time, and 
restored his authority throughout the country. Soon afterw'ards he 
completed the subjugation of the province by the capture of the for- 
tress of Bemm, or Bamm ; which was, after a gallant resistance, and 
several conflicts under the walls, ultimately surrendered to his mercy 
by its then possessor Sltujia-ud-dcin. This unfortunate chief exper-, 
fenced at first a kind reception from his conqueror, but exhibiting 
some fresh proofs of hostility, he was finally put to death. 

The harmony which had for some time subsisted between Ameir 
Mahommed, and Peir Ilusseyne Tchoubauny was destined, through 
the arts of the evil disposed, to terminate in the course of the seven 
hundred and forty second of the llidjerah ; but as Peir Husseyne was 
compelled soon afterwards, by the disaffection of some of his principal 
followers, to w'ithdraw to Telireiz, to solicit the assistance of Ameir 
Peir Hussun Kotchek, he was there basely poisoned by the hand from 
which he sought relief. Irak Ajem, with Shirauz, upon this, fell 
once more into the hands of Ameir Mussaoud Shah ; who now hast- 
ened from Baghdad, and wasquictly re-instated in the possession of his 
capital. Endeavoring, however, to redress the inhabitants against some 
excesses committed before his arrival, by Ameir Yaughy Pausty, 
that chief took offence, and availed himself of the first opportunity to 
put his superior to death. Ameir Shaikh Abu Ishauck was enabled 
however, with the assistance of the people of Shirauz, to attack and 
expel the murderer, and to assume the government in his own name. 



440 


A. H. 745-47. Subsequent to these events, Kermaun was twice invaded by the 
A. D. 1344-46. same Ameir Abu Isbauck, once in seven hundred and forty -five, and 
Khoiaulsuu a second time in the seven hundred and forty-seventh of the Hidjerah ; 
ul-akhbaur. which occasions the invader, after committing horrible devast- 

ation, was, however, compelled to return without deriving any per- 
manent advantage. But in the course of the latter year, the Moghuls 
of Jermaun and Oughaun, who had been called in, at the r-^quest of 
' Seyfirghetmesh the Karakhatayan, in the time of Arghfin Khaun, to 
protect the roads in the neighborhood of the province, beginning to 
. exhibit some symptoms of a refractory disposition, Ameir IMahommed 

was under the necessity of leading his troops against them ; and be- 
ing defeated by them, in a battle which took place in the desert of 
Khawin, and forced to retire before them towards Kermaun, Ameir 
Abu Ishauck, on intelligence of the disaster, and in defiance of recent 
engagements, proceeded to the attack ofYezd ; of which, in conse- 
I quence of the absence of Shah Shuif-ud-dein, at thisperiod in attend- 

ance upon his father, he obtained possession. Shah Shurf-ud-dein, 
hastened upon this to the defence of Meybud, the cradle and retreat 
ot his family, which Ahu Ishauck had also dispatched a force to seize 
upon. Shah Shurf-ud-dein succeeded in anticipating the design, and 
in defeating the troops employed to carry it into execution. Abu Is- 
hauck now appeared in person before Meybud ; but discovering in the 
course of a few days’ hostilities, that he had iiiadverter.tlv enoa<’-ed 

* ^ C) O 

ki an enterprize full of danger and difficulty, he ventured to propose 
a personal interview with Skah Shurf-ud-dein Muzulfur, at which an 
accommodation was readily agreed to on the part of the latter. Abu 
Ishauck returned Without further delay to Yezd ; where, finding that 
Siiltan Shah Jandaur, whom he had employed to assist the Jermaun- 
ian and Oughan, or perhaps Avghan tribes, had made but a discourag- 
ing progress in his operations against Ameir Mahommed, he had re- 
course to the mediation of two respectable and disinterested individu- 
als. of their common faith, to bring about anothertreaty of peace ; on 
the conclusion ofwhich,ke once more withdrew' to Shirauz. 

The chiefs of 'the two hostile tribes now claimed the protection 6f 
Ameir Mahommed, w'ho ‘consented to overlook their recent trans^rres- 
sions, and otiieiwise treated them with extraordiuary liberality. 
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Nevertheless, renewed provocations on the part of these untractable 
and ferocious banditti soon led him to seek their entire extirpation ; 
w hich, by 'the destruction of their leaders, he shortly afterwards ac- 
complished. 

In the seven hundred and forty-ninth* of the Ilidjerah, Ameir Abu 
Ishauck, through an invasion of the territory of that prince, by a force 
under Sultan Shah Jandanr, again violated liis engagements with Ameir 
Mahommed MuzufTur ; but disgusted with these repeated instances 
of bad faith on the part of his employer, SultanShah now determined at 
once to go over to his adversary ; among whose most distinguished 
officers, he became immediately enrolled. Two years afterwards, 
about the seven hundred and fifty-lust of the Ilidjerah, Abu Ishauck 
proceeded, notwithstanding, once more to form the siege of Yezd ; but 
after consuming mucli fruitless labour and exertion before the place, 
lie was this time compelled to retiirn to Shirauz, covered with disa- 
pointment. In seven hundred and forty-three, he appears to have 
made his final effort for the subjugation of Kennaun, against which he 
dire^ted a powerful army under one of his most distinguished generals* 
Ameir Mahommed, accompanied by his sons and noblest adherents, 
hastened to oppose the invaders, with whom he came to an action at 
a place called Punjangusht; and there, through the distinguished 
prowess and activity of his two sons, Shah .Muzuflfur, and Shah Shu- 
jiah, he totally defeated the troops of his adversary. 

These repeated aggressions, Ameir Mahommed, in the early part of 
seven hundred and fifty-four, determined to retaliate by the final re- 
duction of Shirauz ; which, after a fruitless attempt at an accommo- 
dation on the part of his rival, (who declined a battle on his approach, 
and threw himself into his capital) he at length invested. During the 
siege, which he prosecuted with extraordinary vigor for many montlis, 
he w^as himself attacked bya severe indisposition; but, he experienced 
a still more grievous affliction in the loss of his eldest son, Shah Shurf- 
iid-dein MuzufTur, wdio died in the former Jummaudy of this year, in 
the flower of life. He continued, however, to carry on his attacks 
without remission, and without exhibiting any outw ard mark of sor- 
row, until the third day ofShavaul,f wdien he made a general assault 
D. 1318, t October 2mli, A. D. 1353, 
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A. H. 754-5. upon the town ; into which, by a previous arrangement, he was ad- 
D jnnitted through the Muriscaun gate, by Kullu Nasser-ud-dein Omar, 

Kiioiaussut- provost, or warden, of that quarter of the city. Such at the same 
time, is described to have been the state of insensibility to which Abu 
Ishauck had reduced himself by frequent debauch, that he could not 
be immediately persuaded, that the alarm which reached his ears was 
occasioned by the presence of lus adversary; of whom bespoke with a 
contempt which evinced the blindest fatuity. He was, however, not 
suffered to be longjdubious of the truth ; and he fled, crest fallen and 
dismayed, towards the Shoulistaun, or sandy region, on the sea coast 
of Mekraun vthile his triumphant rival proceeded at leisure to es- 
tablish his power, and to assume the royal authority in the metropolis 
of Suliman ; a title by which the fair city of Shirauz has been some- 
times dignified by the orientals. In the mean time, the extruded chief 
continued his retreat through the Shoulestaun to Kellaseffaid, the 
white fortress, and from thence dispatched to solicit the aid of Ameir 
Shaikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, at Baghdad. From that prince he 
received, accordingly, a reinforcement of ten thousand horse, with 
which, and some other troops whom he contrived to re-assemble, he 
now returned towards Shirauz. But Shah Shujia, at the instance of 
his father, hastening to oppose him, his followers dispersed without 
coming to action ; and the unfortunate prince, thus abandoned to his 
destiny, and accompanied by a few only of his most faithful friends, 
took the road towards Isfahaun. Shah Shujia on returning to Shir- 
auz on this occasion, was invested by his father, with the government 
ot Kermaun, to which he repaired shortly afterwards. 

Leaving his sister's son, Shah Sultan, in the government of Shirauz, 
Ameir Mahommed Muzuftur proceeded, in the seven hundred aiid 
fiftv-fifth* of the Hidjerah to invade Irak Ajem, being joined at the 
St 'tion called the yellow palace, hv bis son Shah Shujia fro n !ver nauu. 
At this place, intelligence being, however, conveyed to him, that Eve- 
temhr, at the head of a division of the adherents of Abu Ishau<‘k, was 
advancing from th Shoulistaun towards Shirauz, Shah Shujia was ne- 

*Froru \\hat follows, it may, notwithstanding, wpply to the rocky territory north west of 
Shirauz, 
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ccssarily dispatched to avert the danger from that quarter; but on his A. If. 755-57. 
march, being joined by Shah Sultan the governor of Shirauz, he learnt A. D. l3o4 5 6. 
from him that the enemy were alreadyinpossessionofthecity, and had 
set fire to the quarter of the Murestaun. Shah Shujia on this intel- 
ligence hastened his march ; and, breaking unexpectedly into the town, 
cut to pieces both Eyetemurand his followers, and the whole of those 
who had joined his standard; of whom not one escaped to describe the 
unlooked for catastrophe. 

In the mean time, Ameir Mahommed conducted his troops to the 
gates of Isfahaun, of which he immediately formed the siege ;* but the 
defence being protracted beyond his expectations, and his army evinc- 
ing, moreover, a disposition to be refractory, he was compelled for the 
present to forego the design, and return to Shirauz. 

About two years afterwards, in the seven hundred and fifty-seventh 
of the Hitljerah, he was, however, enabled to resume the siege ; but, 

' the rigor of the cold season supervening, he consigned the prosecuti m 
of the enterprize, after some months, to his nephew, Shah Siiltan, 
recently mentioned, and removed to a milder climate. Shah Sultan 
exerted his utmost resources and activity, to make himself master of 
the town, and, in the course of the succeeding spring, he found himself 
in possession of his object. In those appalling circumstances, per- 
ceiving himself shut out from every hope ofdeliverance by the reduc- 
tion of his capital, Ameir Shaikh Abu Ishauk Eynju determined to fly 
for sanctuary to Moulana Asseil-ud-dein, the Shaikh-ul-Islaum, or 
patriarch of the province; but as Shah Sultan, utterly unmindful of 
the multiplied obligations under which he stood to the unfortunate 
prince for former favors, had dispersed his emissaries in every direc- 
tion to discover his retreat, it also occurred to the iNIoulana, that they 
must ultimately come upon their object; and he therefore did not 
scruple to acquaint Shah Sultan with the abode of his victim. The 
Sultan, with ungenerous zeal, immediately sent to seize the person of 
the unhappy Ameir; who, together with one hundred of his most ob- 
noxious adherents, was now' conveyed tow'ards Shirauz. The guards 

•During the siege Ameir Mahommed is said to have acknowledged the authority of 'ibii 
Bukker . f the race of Abbas, who had proclaimed himself, in Egypt, the successor to the 
iLlialifs, with the title ofUl Miatezzed BiH ’b. 
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A. H. 76C-9. entrusted with the care of his person, conducted Abu Ishauck by un- 
A. D. 1357 »• known roads, to the open space, or esplanade, before the gate of Istakh- 
Kholaussut- aur, where Ameir Mahommed, with the Ulemas, Kauzies, and prin- 
ul-aklibaur, inhabitants, awaited his arrival. And, here the devoted captive 

being interrogated by x\meir Mahommed as to his conduct in the death 
of a certain Ameir Hadje Zoraub, and acknowledging without reserve 
in his reply, that this person had suffered by his orders, was immedi- 
ately delivered over to the sons of the same Zoraub, to atone with his 
blood for the death of their father. The youngest of these struck off his 
head on the spot, with a single stroke of his scimitar. This event, 
which was regretted by multitudes of people, took place in the latter 
part of the former Jummaudy of the seven hundred and fifty-eighth of 
the Hidjerah.* 

In thecourseof seven hundred and fifty-nine, Ameir Mahommed pro- 
ceeded toisfahaun, in order to prepare the equipmentsof anexpedition, 
which he had in contemplation, against the province of Azerbayjaun ; 
and was received, on his arrival in the neighborhood, by Shah Sultan, 
at the head of the most distinguished inhabitants, who had hastened to 
meet, and who now conducted him into the metropolis of Irak, with every 
possible demonstration of respect. Unfortunately, inconsequence of his 
indefatio able zeal and eminent persona! services, particularlyin exploring 
the retreat, and relieving him from his apprehensions of an enemy so 
formidable as Abu Ishauck, Shah Sultan had been led to indulge expecta- 
tions of favor, on the part of Ameir Mahommed, which it might havm 
been difficult to realize. The reception which he experienced was, 
however, equally cold and mortifying to his hopes. He proceeded 
notwithstanding, to provide a most magnificententertainment,to which 
he invited his uncle. On entering the banqueting room, the eyes of 
the old chief, however, no sooner fell on the costliness and splendor of 
the arrangements, than he gave a signal to his attendants to seize on, 
and appropriate to themselves, the wholeofwhat had been thus collected 
at a vast expence to do him particular honor ; after which, and having 
spoken to his nephew in language peculiarly acrimonious and severe, 
he abruptly quitted the apartment. Treatment apparently so unmer- 

' May A. D. ISoJ. 
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ited and injurious, deeply implanted in the bosom of the Sultan, that 
animosity, Avhich, at the proper period, did not fail to displayits effects. 

These ebullitions ofjealousy, or ill temper, did not, however, divert 
Ameir Mahommed from the object which had brought him into Irak, 
With twelve thousand chosen horse, the flower of that country, of 
Laristaun, and Parss, he advanced in due time towards Azerbayjaun; 
Aukhy Jouk the governor of the province, at the head of a superior 
forceof thirty thousand men, at the same time hastening tooppose him. 
At a place called Meyan Guerdan, these hostile armies came to a bat- 
tle, in which, after a severe and obstinate conflict, Ameir Mahommed 
was ultimately victorious, his two sons, Shah Shujia and Shah Mah- 
mud pursuing the vanquished all the way to Nakhtchuan : where, for 
the space of three days, they celebrated their victory, by every species 
of festivity aitd recreation, and then returned to rejoin their father. 
On this occasion, they were destined to experience from him, a treat- 
ment similar to that by which he had already alienated the attachment 
of Shah Sultan ; and he completed the measure of their grievances by 
unjustly ascribing to Shah Yaheya the whole merit of his recent vic- 
tory, which determined them to watch an opportunity] of revenge. 
At the expiration of two months, during which he continued at Teb- 
reiz, he received intelligence that Sultan A^veiss the Eylekhaunian 
was advancing from Baghdad, to recover the capital of Azerbayjaun ; 
and his astrologers having long since taught him that he was destined 
to experience some grievous calamity, from a warrior tall in stature, 
with the features and complexion of a Tartar, he all at once discovered 
in Sultan Aweiss, the object of his apprehensions, and suddenly with- 
drew towards Isfahaun. During his retreat, his behavior towards his 
sons became every day still more aggravating. He would menace 
them atone time with the loss of sight, at another with death ; and on 
some occasions, observes our author, he would condescend to address 
them in language that wmuld disgrace the lips of a camel driver. 

Under these circumstances of perpetual irritation, Shah Shujia and 
Shah Mahmud, both finally determined on seizing the person of the old 
prince; and, for that purpose entered into immediate consultation 
with their kinsman, Shah Sultan ; who availed himself of the oppor* 
tunity to apprize them, that their father had already formed the design 
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of shutting them up inaprison, andofraisingSultan Abu Yezzeid to the 
throne of Irak, reserving to himself the eommanclof the armies. And 
upon this, a plan was concerted between the three malcontent princes, 
to seize and immure the person of the old monareh, immediately on 
their arrival at Isfahaun. 

Some time had, however, been suffered to elapse after their return 
to that city, when, one night, Shah Sultan appeared unexpectedly at 
the residence of Shah Shujia, alone and on foot, and urgently intreated 
that he might be allowed to make his escape without delay; since he 
had that moment discovered that the whole of their designs had been 
betrayed to Ameir Mahommed ; and which, if true, it was impossible 
that they should be suffered to outlive the ensuing morrow. Shah 
Shujia made some effort to appease his apprehensions ; but it was 
finally resolved to set them effectually at rest, by seizing the person 
of Ameir Mahommed the very next morning. Accordingly, the three 
princes proceeded together early in the forenoon of the followingday, 
to carry their design into execution. Ameir Mahommed happened at 
the moment of their approach to be employed in reading his Koran, 
in one of the Balakhanahs, or balconies, of the palace. Shah Mahmud 
remained at the outward gate, to occupy the attention of the servants 
of the court ; Shah Shujia, with some of the most resolute of his fol- 
lowers, took post at the foot of the stair-case ; while Mussaufer Bou- 
datchei, wdth six of the boldest conspirators, ascended to the presence 
of the old chief, who demanded with some surprise where they had 
been to? They evaded the question by beginning to state that Shah 
Shujiahad not the means of defraying his most necessary expences ; and 
Ameir Mahommed upon this, laying his hand upon his sword, with 
an air of displeasure, Mussaufer immediately threw himself upon him. 
The old monarch rose, however, and defended himself with consider- 
able activity and presence of mind, until overpowered by the united 
strength of the six other conspirators; who at last succeeded in secur- 
ing his person, and forcing "him into the interior of the palace, w here 
he continued to give vent to his rage, without ceasing, and in the 
most violent language, until sunset. He was sent off the same night 
towards the castle ot Tabarek, where, on the nineteenth of Hamzaun 
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of the seven hundred and sixtieth of the Hidjerah,* he was anally 
deprived of sight by his oflended kinsman Shah Sultan. 

Shah Shujia now publicly assumed the royal authorit}^; and repair- 
ing to Shirauz, from thence dispatched orders to remove his father 
from Tabarek, to Kella seffeid, in the mountains north of Nobundejan. 
When he had, however, remained in confinement at that place for about 
two months, the Shah zadahs became ashamed of their unnatural 
conduct ; and opening a correspondence with their insulted parent, 
soughtto conciliate his forgiveness, by every method they coulddevise. 
An accommodation was at last arranged, by which it was finally agreed 
that the old prince should return to Shiraiiz, and be restored to the 
royal authority; Shah Shujia engaging at the same time to take no 
step in the government, without the concurrence of his father. Amcir 
Mahommed upon this hastened once more to Shirauz ; where he found 
every stipulation punctually adhered to by Shah Shujia. But, when 
matters had proceeded in this train for a little while, Ameir Mahom- 
ined unfortunately suffered himself to be prevailed upon, by the sug- 
gestions of the evil disposed, to adopt a plan for seizing the person of 
Shah Shujia, and forraising Sultan Abu Yezzeid to the royal dignity; 
while the superintendance of the armies should be transferred to Shah- 
Yaheya. Shah Shujia receiving, however, intimation of the design, 
contrived to elude the snare, by cutting off the whole of his adversa- 
ries, before they had an opportunity of carrying their plans into exe- 
cution. Ameir Mahommed was now banished to the Gurrumseyr, 
the country below the mountains, towards the sea coast, probably so 
called from the excessive heat of the climate. Here he fell into a state 
of ill health, under which, when he had continued to linger for some 
time, Shah Shujia, in the expectation that he might be relieved by the 
change, directed him to be removed to the fortress of Bamm, in Ker- 
maun. The old monarch derived, however, but little benefit from 
the removal ; and bn athed his last at the close of the latter Rebbeia of 
the seven hundred and sixty fifth of the Hidjerah precisely fifty-two 
years after the death of his father. His remains were conveyed to 
Meyhud, the early abode ot the family ; where they were committed to 
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the grave in the edifice called the collegeof Muzufriah, possibly erected 
by Anieir Muzuffur. 

Jullaul-ud-dein Shah Shujia had, as we have seen, exercised 
the royal authority for some years previous to the death of his father; 
and he died on Sunday night, the twenty-second of Shabaun of the 
seven hundred and eighty -sixth of the Hidjerah,* after a splendid, but 
turbulent reign, of five and twenty years and two months. lie is des- 
cribed to have surpassed his contemporaries in every virtue, and every 
accomplishment that could secure the respect and admiration of man- 
kind ; but the limits of our plan have necessarily precluded our en- 
tering into a relation of the contest, which was long protracted between 
him and his brother Shah Mahmud, suiiported by the troops of Sultan 
Aweiss the Eylekliaunian, monarch of Baghdad, and which ultimately 
terminated, notwithstanding, in favor of Shah Shujia. At his death he 
is said, in a most eloquent letter to have recommended his children to 
the protection of Teymur. 

Sultan Mujauhed-ud-dein Zeyxe-ul-Aubbedetx, theson of Shah 
Shujia, succeeded to the throne ofShirauz ; but, his father^s recommen- 
dation was not sufficient to protect him from being expelled his do- 
minions by Teymur; in the vortex of whose tremendous career we find 
ourselves thus insensibly engaged, in the seven hundred and eighty 
ninth of the Hidjerah. 

Shah Muxsur, the son of Shah Muzufl’ur, and nephew of Shah 
Shujia, on the retreat of Teymur, in order to suppress the rebellion 
of Touktemesh Khaun of Keptchauk, in the course of the seven hun- 
dred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah, advanced from Shushter, and 
took possession of the government ot Shirauz. But, on the fourteenth 
of the former Jummaudy of the year seven hundred and ninety five,*]* 
after exhibiting proofs of unparalleled valour, he was killed in an ob- 
stinate battle, in which he dared to oppose his person to that of the 
conqueror of the oriental world. He has been celebrated by the pen 
ofHaufiez, who hailed his accession in some lines, of which the fol- 
lowing couplet is said to have been the exordium. 

‘‘ Lo royal Munsur’s victor flag displayed,"^ 

The joy of promised triumphs to the stars conveyed 


* October 8th, A, 1>. I384, f ^Oth of March, A. D, 1893. 
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• The poet’s enthusiastic vision was, however, as we have just seen, A. H. 795. 
deplorably reversed in the sequel ; and on the tenth of Rudjub, of the a. D. 1393 . 

same vear,* the whole of the race of Muzuffur, (with the exception of KLolaussut- 

A * ul>akhbaur 

Sultan Zeyne-ul-aubbedein and his brother, the sons of Shah Shujia 

both deprived of sight, and transported beyond theOxus) was extin- 
guished in allits branches by theexterininating vengeance ofTEYMUR ; 
when it had subsisted, in considerable splendor, reckoning from the 
time at which the government of Meybud was conferred on Ameir 
Muzuffur, possibly about the seven hundred and fifth of the Hidjerah, 
for a period of about ninety years. 

Illd of the Serhedaurians, in Subbiizwaur. 

Respecting the origin of this race, the author proceeds to inform us 

that there lived, in the village of Bashtein dependedon Bahik, in the 

western quarter of Khorassaun, a person of some distinction, of the 

name and title of Shahaub-ud-dein Fuzzulullah, w'ho had five sons, .oi? .. o 

’ Of the Ser- 

whose names were as follows ; Amein-ud-dein, Abdurrezauk, We- bedarians. 
jeiah-Lid-dein Mussaoud,Nusserullah, and Shuins-ud-dein. Ofthese 
thetwo former became, by their distinguished gallantry, of considerable 
eminence in the favorof Sultan AbuSaeid Khodabundah, the successor 
of Uljaytu : but, Ameir Abdurrezauk returning to his native village of 
Bashtein, on the death of that monarch, in the seven hundred and 
thirty sixth of the Hidjerah, found it in a state of no small confusion 
from the following circumstance, not unfrequently repeated in the his- 
tory of oppression. 

An agent of the reigning government of Khorassaun had presented 
himself in the village, and demanded from two brothers, of the names of 
Hussun, and Husseyne, the sons of Hamzah, tobe furnished with wine 
and w'omen for his recreation. To the article of wine, the two brothers 
appear to have made no demur ; but on that of women they requested 
not to be importuned. The agent, or envoy, for that seems to have been 
his designation, persisted however in this demand, and proceeded to 
take some offensive liberties with the females of the familv. Enrasred 
at his insolence, the brothers now drew their swords, and proclaiming 
that though their heads were destined for the stake, this was a dishonor 
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to which they could notsubmit, immediately sa crificed him to tlieir just 
vengeance. In consequence of tlii? act of violence Alla-ud-dein Ma- 
hommed,who presided over the affairs of Khorassaun at the time, had 
dispatched to require the attendance of the brothers to answer for the 
offence ; and it was while the villagers were devising some pretext to 
elude thesumm.ons, that Abdurrezauk arrived amone: them. Havinar 
received from them an explanation of what had passed, he found no 
difficulty in gaining over a party of his country men ; and he proceeded 
to dismiss the messengers, in a manner which but little accorded with 
the expectations of their employer. A detachment of fifty soldiers 
Avas next employed by Alla-ud-dein with still worse success; being op- 
posed, and ignominiouslyexpelledby Abdurrezauk and his companions. 

The inhabitants of Bashtein were now the whole of them assembled 
by Ameir Abdurrezauk ; who proceeded without reserve to explain to 
them the magnitude of the danger in which they were engaged, and to 
assure them that the slightest remissness, or irresolution, would be fol- 
lowed by inevitable extermination. And he at the same time brought 
to their recollection, that it w'as a thousand times better, like brave 
men, to see their heads alternatehj exposed upon the stake, than like 
dastardly cowards, to be butchered without resistance. For this rea- 
son, together with what had been formerly expressed by the brothers 
whenthey puttheinsolentenvoy to death, they received the appellation 
oiSer-be-daitran — those whose heads are devoted to the stake: which, 
probably , became at once the watch wore! , and the name of their comm u— 
nity. But without further dilation, having in the course of a very 
short time rendered their arms extremely formidable, the insuro-ents 
succeeded in intercepting the Vezzeir of Khorassaun, the lately men- 
tioned Alla-ud-deinMahommed, on his way to Asterabad ; and having 
put him cruelly to death, they advanced to Subbuzwaur, of which 
with the whole country in that direction, they made themselves mas- 
ters, Avithout further difficulty. 

Ameir Abdurrezauk presuming, however, on this success to solicit 
an union with the daughter of Alla-ud-dein, the lady conceived, by 
some means or other, that he was actuated by licentious and unwarrant- 
able designs on the person of hr>r son ; and, resolutely withholding her 
assent, immediately quitted the town ofSubbuzwaur, which was be- 
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come the residence of her suitor, and made the best of her way towards 
Neyshapur. In an evil hour, Abdurrezauk made choice of his brother 
jMussaoud, to pursue and bring her back ; and this chief succeeded 
accordingly, in comng up with thefugitive dame. Butin endeavoring 
to compel her to return, he suffered his compassion to be so effectually 
Avroughtuponbyher tears, and other expressions of female distress, that 
he bound himself by an oath, no further to interfere with her in any res- 
pect. He then ventured to return to the presence of his brother, with 
a representation that he had failed to overtake the object of his pur- 
suit; which, producing some very acrimonious remarks on the part of 
Abdurrezauk, Mussaoud immediately resented by an appeal to his 
knife, with which he killed him on the spot. Such appears to have 
been the origin of the Serbedaurians, and such the early fate of their 
first leader. 

Ameir Wejeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud on thus destroying his brother,, 
succeeded to his authority ; and, about seven years after his accession 
was taken and put to death by the prince of Rustumdaur ; a part of 
Mazanderaun, which he had unadvisedly engaged in an expedition to 
reduce. 

Mahommed Eytemur assumed the government on intelligence of 
the death of Mussaoud about the seven hundred and forty third of the 
Hidjerah ; and was himself assassinated, at the instance of one of the 
Serbedaurian chiefs, about the year seven hundred and forty five. 

To him succeeded Kalu, or Kellu Asfendiaur, whose authority 
was however of short duration ; being, in consequence of his arbitrary 
and sanguinary conduct, not long afterwards also put to death by his 
followers. 

Shums-ud-dein FuzzuLULLAH,the brother of their first chief, Avas 
the person now chosen by the Serbedaurians to preside over their des- 
tinies ; but being entirely devoted to his pleasures, he made a volun- 
tary resignation of his authority, after he had exercised itforabout seven 
months. 

Khaujah Shums-ud-dein Ally received the gov^ernment from his 
predecessor, some time in the year seven hundred and forty eight. 
He was also assasinated bv Heyder Kassaub, one of his OAvn principal 
officers; in the seven hundred and fifty third of the Hidjerah. 
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of four years and eight months, was cut off through the treachery of his 
wife’s brother. 


Khaujah Zeheir-ud - dein Kerauvy succeeded, through the exer- 
tions of Heyder Kassaub ; but being a slave to his pleasures he was, 
at the expiration of forty days, removed from authority by the same 
chieftain, who now took possession for himself. 

Pehlewaun Heyder KASsAUB(the butcher) did not, however, enjoy 
his usurpation, above four months ; being at the expiration of that pe- 
riod, namely in the latter Rebbeia of the seven hundred and sixty 
first of the Hidjerah,* cut off, at the instance of his master, by a slave 
belonging to Pehlewaun Hussun Damaghauny. 

Ameir Lutfullah, the son of Wejeiah-ud-dein Mussaoud, suc- 
ceeded through the influence of the same II ussun Damaghauny, who 
was his preceptor, or Atabek ; on occasion of some jealousies with 
whom he was, however, at the expiration offifteen months, in Rudjub 
of the seven hundred and sixty second of the Hidjerahf deposed and 
put to death by that chief. 

Pehlewaun Hussux Damaghauny, upon this, possessed himself of 
the government. He retained his authority for four years and four 
months ; until about the month of Zilkaud of the seven hundred and 
sixty sixth of the Hidjerah+ when like most of his predecessors, he 
was assasinated by his own followers, at the instigation of Khaujah 
Ally Mueyud; who had taken advantage of his absence on a distant 
expedition, to make himself master of Subbu/.waur. Khaujah Ally 
Mueyud succeeded, and retained the government of Subbuzwaur to- 
gether with Neyshapur, and other parts of the adjoining extensive 
territory, under considerable vicissitude of fortune, until the seven 
hundred and eighty third of the Hidjerah ; when, the greater part of 
Khorassaun having been already subjugati d by Teymur, and that con- 
queror being on his advance towards Subbuzwaur, Ally Mueyud also 
thought proper to submit, on his arrival at Neyshapur. The independ- 
ence of the Serbedaurians appears to have thus terminated, after it 
had subsisted for something less than halt a century. 


» March. A. D. 1360. f May, A. D. 1361. : July, A. D. 13G5. 



IV th^ of the Ghourians^ or Sidtans of Ghoin\ A. 11.448-02. 

On the authority of former historians, it is stated, that when Feri- 
doun, the restorer of the ancient Persian monarchy, succeeded in suh- 
verting the power of the Arabian usurper Zohauk, some oftheraceof 
the latter withdrew for safety to the mountains of Ghour, between 
Balkh and Seiestaun; where, having secured anasylum, they supported 
themselvxs in independent sovereignty, in succession, until the time 
of Mahmud of Gheznein. At that period it was vested in a prince of 
the name of Soury, wdio falling into the hands of Mahmud, was by him 
put to death ; but a grandson of the same Soury contriving to escape 
from the poweroftlieGheznevide, made hisway into llindustaun ; where 
he fixed his abode in one of the celebrated temples, or pagodas, of that 
country. The exile had a son of the name of Saum, w ho, towards the 
decline of life took the resolution of returning to the land of his ances- 
tors ; and for that purpose embarked, with the whole of hisfamily, on 
board of one of the vessels employed on the coast of India, and pro- 
ceeded to sea. Meeting, however, with adverse winds, and tempestu- 
ous w eather, the vessel foundered on the voyage, and every soul on Ori^boftlie 
board perished, excepting Husseyne the son of Saiun ; who, after hav- Ghouriaiis. 
ing been tossed about on a single plank, for three days and as many 
nights, at the mercy of the winds and waves, at last fortunately reached 
the shore. Thus miraculously delivered from the perils of the ocean, 

Husseyne made for the first town that he could discover ; and at the 
entrance of a small shop laid himself down to sleep for the night, where 
one of the patrole, or watchmen, taking him for a robber, immediately 
seized and threw him into a prison, in which he continued fora period 
of seven years. At the expiration of that period, the reigning prince 
happening to die, a general enlargement of prisoners w^as proclaimed 
throughout thecountry; and theunfriended Husseyne wasamong others 
permitted to avail himself of the indulgence. 

Once more at large, the son of Saum now took the road towards 
Gheznein ; but on his w^ay falling in with a band of robbers, they were 
unfortunately so struck with his apparent bodily strength and activity, 
that they furnished him wdtha horse and armour, and prevailed upon 
him to enrol himseh in their band. The very same night they w ere, 
however, the w hole of them, surprised and taken by a detachment of 
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the troops ofSultan Ibrauhim ofGheznin, by whom they were imme- 
diately bound hand and neck and conveyed to that capital ; and they 
were on their arrival, without much ceremony, by the Sultan con- 
demned to die. When the executioner approached to bind the eyes 
of llusseyne, the hopeless unfortunate addressed himself to heaven 
111 these terms. “ Almighty being, I know that with thy divine nature 
“ error is eternally incompatible ; how comes it, nevertheless, that 
“ these men are permitted to destroy an innocent stranger !” The words 
made an impression on the executioner ; and he found means, through 
one of the royal household, to get them repeated to Sultan Ibrauhim. 
llusseyne was now ordered to the presence, and desired by the Shltan 
to relate his history ; which having made known, as far as he thought 
convenient, he was upon this directed to take his rank, among the 
Haujebs, or chamberlains of the palace. 

On the accession of Sultan Mussaoud, in the four hundred and 
ninety second of the Hidjerah, the fortune of llusseyne the son of 
Saum was so far advanced, that he received from that monarch the 
government of Ghour, the seat of his ancestors. But his children, on 
his death, throwing offthe authority ot the race ot Sebekteggin, a series 


ot inveterate hostilities ensued ; in which Alla-ud-dein, the eldest of 
those children, having expelled Behram Shah from Gheznin, and leav- 
ing his brother Seyt-ud-dein in possession ot that capital, those events 
Avere ultimately brought to pass, on his return to Feyrouzkoh, which 
have been already related in a former page. 

Alla-ud-dein Husseyne jahaun souz (the conflagrator) the son of 
Husseyne-Eben-Saum, most signally avenged the death of his brother, 
betrayed by the inhabitants of Gheznin, in the manner formerly related. 
But being at a subsequent period defeated by Sultan Suiijur of the 
race of Seljuk, in an attempt against the province of Khorassaun, he 
became the prisoner of that monarch. He made himself, however, so 
acceptable to the Seljukian by the conviviality of his disposition, and 
an ingenious piece of flattery at a convivial moment, that he was, after 
as ort and easy captivity, restored to the government of his country, 
lie did not, however, long survive his restoration. 

Seyf-iKl-dein Mahommkd, the son of Alla-ud-dein, succeeded on 
he death of his father j hut at the expiration of little mote than a 



twelve month, engaging in hostilities with the predatory Ghezzians, 
he \vas, in an action with those banditti, first treacherously wounded 
by one of his own Ameirs, whose brother he had formerly put to death, 
and finally dispatched by one of the enemy. 

Sultan Abul Futtah Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of 
Salim, succeeded on the death of his couzin german, for they are said 
to have been brother’s children, about the five hundred and fifty sixth 
of the Hidjerah. He made himself master of the greater part of Khor- 
assaun, by the expulsion of the Khaurezmians; and died, after a long 
and prosperous reign of three and forty years, in the five hundred and 
ninety ninth of the Hidjerah. He was buried in the principal mosque 
of Herfit. 

SultanSiiAH AUB-UD-0EIN, the son of Saum, had been alreadyseated 
on the throne of Gheznin, by his brother Gheyauth-ud-dein, so far 
back as the \^ear 577 ; and was the conqueror of Dehly and the north of 
India, which he placed under the authority of Kut-hud-Jein Eybek 
one of his slaves. On the death of his brother, being in the territory 
between Tuss and Serkhess in Khorassaun, he proceeded immedi- 
ately to Baudgheiss ; where having performed the last duties to the 
remains of the deceased monarch, he invested himself with hi^ author- 
ity, and hastened to Gheznein. With an army, which he had there 
drawn together, he shortly afterwards advanced towards Khaurezm ; 
but, being totally defeated in a battle with Sultan Mahommed, he 
was compelled to retire once more to Gheznein. He was, how- 
ever, preparing for an expedition of three years into Turkestaun, 
when some hostile indicationsamong the natives of Kohjiid, between 
the Indus and the Behaut, drew his attention to that quarter ; and he 
was on his return from a successful inroad against those refractory 
mountaineers, when, on the third of Shabaun of the six hundred and 
second of the Hidjerah,* he was assassinated, at a place called Deybek 
or Debeik, by one ot the Fedayan, or zealots of Almowut. 

Sultan Mahmud the son of Gheyauth-ud-.dein, on the death ofhis 
uncle, succeeded at Feyrouz-koh of Ghour, to the authority of his 
ancestors ; and finally included within his dominions, together with 
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Ghour and Gheznein, a considerable part of the territory beyond the 
Indus, and of Khorassaun. Having, however, in compliance with in- 
structions from Sultan Mahommed of Khaurezm, with whom he was 
now at peace, imprisoned Alla Shah the son of Tukkesh Khaun, the 
brother of that monarch, who had sought protection at Feyrouzkoh, 
some Khorassaunies, and natives of Irak attached to the exile, scaled 
the terraces of the palace of Sultan Mahmud, on the night of the third 
of Sulfur of the six hundred and seventh of the Hidjerah,']' and suc- 
ceeded in putting him to death. 

Subsequent to this unexpected event, Saum, the son of Sultan Mah- 
mud, and Atseiz the son of Alla-ud-dein Jahaunsouz, made some feeble 
efforts to sustain the grandeur derived from their ancestors ; but as the 
power of the family was now about to terminate, and Sultan Mahom- 
ined the Khaurezmian had by this time made himself entire master of 
the Persian empire, their exertions were unavailing : and the hand of 
destiny thus finally closed the record of the race of Ghour. 

Of an inferior branch of the family which governed in Bamiaunand 
Tokhaurestaun, and of the slaves of the same family who attained to 
sovereign power in Hindustaun, it would be here unnecessary to insert 
the brief account of the author. Neither is it of sufficient importance 
to introduce the history of the race of Guerret, said to claim its descent 
from Sultan Sunjur the Seljukian ; which flourished with consider- 
able splendour at Herat and in the neighboring countries, from the 
time of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, the son of Saum, to the irrup- 
tion of the Tcheghatayans, or Moghuls of Transoxiana, under Tey- 
Mun, of whom more hereafter. 


♦July 2Gtb,A.D.121Q. 
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CHAP. X. 


T he origin ofthe Kh auns, or sovereigns of the Turkish, or Tartar 
nations, which overspread the vast interior continent of Asia, has 
been ascribed by the recorded traditions of the east, to Yapheth, or 
Japhet, the son of Noah; whom the plurality of historians haveagreed 
to represent as a Pei/ghamher-merjissul^ or prophet acting under the 
immediate and express inspiration of heaven, for the instruction or 
reformation of erring humanity. When, after escaping the tremendous 
catastrophe of the deluge, the ark rested on mount Jud, and the great 
patriarch, either by the direct inspiration of the divine being, or from 
the impulse of his own discretion, proceeded to allot to his children 
the different quarters of the earth, he assigned to Yapheth the coun- 
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tries of the north and east ; and vve are furtlier informed that when the 

latter was about to depart for the regions allotted to him, he requested 

that his lather would instruct him in some form of prayer, orinvocation, 

that should, whenever he required it, procure for his people the bles- Origin of the 

sing of rain. In compliance with this request Noah imparted to his "“^lons of Tar- 

son, one of the mysterious names of God, inscribing it on a stone ; 

which, as an everlasting memorial, he delivered at the same time into 

his possession. Yapheth now proceeded with the whole ofhis famihr 

to the north east, according to appointment, devoting himself, as is 

the mannei ol those who inhabit the boundless plains in that quarter, 

to a wandering and pastoral life: and having instituted for his followers 

the most just and virtuous regulations for their conduct, never failed 


tojirocure lor them, through thcinfluenceof thesacreddepositconsigned 
to him by his father, rain and moisture for their lands, whenever occa- 
sion madeit necessary. This stone has beendenominated by the .^rabs, 
tbehidjcr-iil-mattyr — lapis iinbrifer, or rainstone; by the Persians, Suno-- 
yeddah — aidstoneor stone of power; and by the Turks, ./crfn'a/ifrtwsL 
And it is afiiruied that the same stone was preserved among the Aloghuls 
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and Ouzbeks, possessing' the same mysterious property, to the days 
of the author, in the beginning of the sixteenth century. 

Having lived to be the father of a numerous progeny, Yapheth with- 
drew, in the process of time, from this transitory to a more permanent 
state of existence ; leaving, according to Shurf-ud-dein the Yczdian, 
in his introduction to the Zuffurnamah, seven sons, in the following 
order; I. Turk ; II. Khozzez or Khozzer ; III. Seklaub ; IV. Russe ; 
Y. Mussung or Munsug ; Yl. Tchein or Cheen ; YII. Gomaury. by 
some nations called also, Iveymaul. To these have been added four 
more by another author, making altogether eleven, of whom the fol- 
lowing are given as the namcsof Three ; YI II. Khillidje; IX. Sedsan ; 
X. Ghezz. Of the eleventh the name is not recorded. 

On the death of Yapheth, his eldest son Turk, whom the nations 
of Tartary have further distinguished by the name of Yapheth Oghly, 
andOghlan, the younger Yapheth, succeeded to his father’s authority ; 
and is described as equally brave, polished, intelligent, and discreet. 
He fixed his abode at Seiling, or Selingai, celebrated for its liot andcold 
springs ; first constructing his habitations of poles and straw. Ulti- 
mately he was, however, the inventor of tents ; and he instructed his 
people to fabricate for themselves short tunics, and fillets for the head, 
of the skins of Animals. In other respects he abundantly fulfilled the 
duties of a just and beneficent ruler; and he is considered by the Turks, 
or nations of Tartary, as the first of their tnouarchs, in the same manner 
as Keyomars is considered as the first of the kings ot Persia. He tiad 
five sons. I. Almenjah ; II. Toutug or 'roumuk ; HI. Tchuggul ; 
lY. Bereskhaur ; Y. Amlauk. Of the second of these, whose name by 
latter historians, has been corrupted into Ghoudug, it is stated, that one 
day while on a hunting party, letting fall a part of what he was eating 
to the ground, which happened to be impregnated with salt, he found, 
when he picked his morsel up again, and conveyed it to his mouth, 
the flavor so agreeable, that he forthwith introduced among his coun- 
trymen for the first time, the use of salt with their iood. 

Of Khozzez, or Khozzer, the second son of Yapheth, it is related 
that he settled on the banks of the Attel, or river V’^olga so called ; 
w here he devoted himself to the taking of foxes, and of their skins 
taught hib follow ers to make their clothing. In exploring the moun- 



tain-caverns, his children, conducted by a swarm ofbees, discovered a Ilabcib-u'?- 
mass of honey, of which they soon learnt to make confections. Strai- 
tenedby a numerous progeny, Seklaub, the third of the Yaphethites, 
alternately applied to his brothers Russe, and Khozzez, and Gomaury, 
for permission to erect his dwelling in their territories ; and receiving 
from each a decided refusal, a war ensued, in the course of which the 
Seklaubiah, orSclavonians, the descendants of Seklaub, w'ere defeated; 
and retiring beyond the boundary of the seventh climate, into the fri- 
gid zone, were compelled by the intensity of the cold, to seek for 
habitations in the bowels of the earth. On the authority of the Rou- 
zut-us sutTa it is further related, that one of the wives of Seklaub dying 
ill child birth, the new born infant was consigned to be [suckled by 
his fathers hounds ; hence when he became of age the child, like one 
of tiie canine species, sprung upon every man that fell in his way. 

With respect to Russe, the fourth of the sonsofYapheth, nothing more 
is mentioned, than that he was a fierce andjntractable savage, and that 
the practice of judicial in(|iiirv, (Yerghu pursiden) was introduced by 
him ; an argument rather of improvement in the arts of life, if it was 
not indeed accompanied with the torture. Munsug, the fifth of the 
sons of Yapheth, and possible the progenitor of the Massage tec, was 
distinguished for his crafty and. perfidious disposition, and settled on 
the confines ofBulghaur. 

In the introduction to the ZufFurnamah already adverted to, it is, it 
seems, stated that Munsug, or as he is sometimes denominated, Mes- 
senje, had a son called Ghezz, and that from him descended the Ghezz- 
iaii tribes, the mostferocious and viciousof all the Moghul race; although, 
from a preceding statement, we were led to consider this individual as 
the son of Yapheth, without any intermediate link in the chain. On 
the death of their common parent, however, a contest is said to have 
arisen between this Ghezz and his elder brother Yapheth Oghlan, on 
thesubjtct of the Sungyeddah, of wliich the former had by some means 
or other possessed himself. For, when his brother made a demand of 
the precious deposit, Gliezz contrived to impose upon him, instead of 
the real Sungyeddah, a supposititious one, which he had himself en- 
graved for the purpose ; and the fraud which had been put in practice 
upon him, being detected on the fir^t occasion on which he was required 
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Habeib-us- to invoke the heavenly powers for rain, Yapheth Oghlan proceeded 
seyr- at the head of his followers to punish the insolent imposition. In the 
course of the hostilities which ensued, Beighii the eldest sonofGhezz, 
was slain on the field of battle ; and the animosity which hence ori- 
ginated, continues to subsist to this day (that on which Khondemeir 
was waiting his history) between the descendants of the two brothers. 

Tchein, or Cheen, the sixth of the sons of Yapheth, became an inhabi- 
tant ofthat region which still retains his name ; and was distinguished 
forsubtilty of invention, and discrimination of judgment. Tohimare, 
of course, ascribed the arts of painting and sculpture, of weaving in 
mixed, or divers colours, and the discovery of silk, from the labours of 
the silk worm. In short, he is recorded as the inventor of all those ad- 
mired productions in manufacture and art, for which the natives of 
China have ever been, and still continue, so deservedly celebrated. His 
son Matchein constructed, during the life of his father, the city to which 
he gave his own name; and which extended in the process of time 
to the countries situated between China proper, and India.* This lat- 
ter prince introduced the practice of wearing feathers in the turban ; 
and he also first discovered, and applied to use the precious drug, gen- 
erated under the navel of the musk antelope. 

Of Gomaury, (Gomer) the seventh of tlie sons of Yapheth, it is al- 
leged that he became entirely devoted to his pleasures, but more par- 
ticularly to those of the chace; and that he fixed his abode on the spot 
subsequently occupied by the city of Baghdad, if indeed this is not an 
error of the transcriber. He had two sons, Bulghaiir, and Burtauss, 
or Bertas ; and it was the latter of these two, that first brought into 
use the skins of the ermine, and the sable. 


The elder brother, Turk, or Yapheth Oghlan, after attaining to the 
age of two hundred and forty, died ; and was smxmeded by his sou 
Almcnjah Khaun, who proved a just and virtuous monarch, adding 
considerably to the prudent regulations established by his father. A t 
a very advanced age he chose however to abdicatce the sovereign power 
in fiivor of his son, and to withdraw tc a life of seclusion. Dcih Bakui 
Khaun, the son of Almcnjah Khaun. Tiiis appellative, or rather the 
first term of it, Deib, is stated to signify glory, a throne, and dignitv. 
He was a magnificent anrl juiiss.int prince, and at his death devised the 


succession to his son. 


fAp/ugor Guy ag Khaun the son of Deib Inikiti^ 


Liiiess, iiidccd this is to ba ideiitilicd, viiii 3Iuiie'i, 
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on the death of his father, seated himself on the throne of the Turkish Itaheib us- 
sovereigns, andatthe close of life also devolv^ed the succession to his 
son. Alcnjah Khaim the son of Guyiig Khaun, proved like his prede- 
cessors a just and beneficent prince; but the Turkish nation, elated by 
the pride of uninterrupted prosperity, dishonored his reign by forsaking 
the path of rectitude, the worship of the true God, and erring into 
the absurd systems of idolatry and impiety. Alenjah Khaun had two 
sons, twin brothers, whose names were Tatar and Moghul ; betwixt 
whom in the zenith of his power he made a division of all his posses- 
sions. And over these respectively, on the death of their father, the 
two princes proceeded each to exercise a separate authority. 

Of the line of Tati\r, including himself, eight persons successively 
enjoyed the sovereign power, in the following order, 1 . Tatar Khaun. 

2. Bouka, or Bouga Khaun, the son ofTatar Khaun. 3. Melinjah Khaun, 
theson of Bouka Khaun. 4. A ssely, or Essely Khaun, the son of Melinjah. 

J.Atseiz Khaun, the son ofEssely Khaun, b.Ourdu Khaun, the sonof 
AtseizKhaun. 7. Baydu Khaun, the son ofOurdu Khaun. Baydiiwasa 
prince of exalted spirit; but engaging in hostilities with the Moghul 
tribes he laid the foundation of that inextinguishable animosity, wh'ch 
subsequently subsisted between theTatarand Moghul nations. S. Sounje 
Khaun, was the last monarch of the race of Tatar; for the hostility 
Avhich had been recently kindled, between the collateraland rival tribe.s, 
was blown to such violence, during the reign of Sounje Khaun, as to 
be no longer aj)peased by the ordinary expedients of conciliation. 

hi o^hul Khaun and his descendants, on the other hand, possessed 
the sovereign authority for nine successions. 1. Moghui Khaun, the 
son of Alenjali Khaun. The name is said to be a gradual corruption 
of the term Mungawul, which signifies al)ject and simple-hearted. 

Il(' had however foLix sons: Kara Kliaun; Auzir Khaun; Kerr K'laun ; 
and Ouz Khaun, 2. Kara Khaun, the eldest of these, assumed the 
gov^ernment on the death of his father; fixing his residence at Karako- 
rum, situated as here descrii>ed, in a hollow between two hills, uum ^d 
Outauk and Kertaiik.^' D uring his reign, the Mogliuls are said to 

■••'Tlie supposed situation ot' this celebrated metropolis fixed by modern "eos^raplieri in 
the d.'jtb deijree ofN. latitude, and in the 107lli of longitude East of G leemvicli ; and uo- 
coniiug to do lu Croix about iweaty days’ journey Nviih of China, 
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have been so totally niiiuerseti in idolatry and impiety, tnat the fathers 
slew their children without mercy, on perceiving the slightest indica- 
tion of a disposition to abstain from their vile and polluted practices. 
However, while the nation was absorbed in these circumstances of de- 
grading superstition, an infant ofsingular beauty was born to the consort 

ofKaraKhaun ;whichhaving obstinately refused thebreastof its mother, 

forthree daysand as manynightssuccessively,andassuringher very dis- 
tinctlv, in her dreams, that until she embraced the belief of the only 
true God, her milk should neverpass his lips, she privately becameacon- 
vert to the truth, not yet daring to make an open profession of it, through 
dread of her husband’s resentment. The child upon this immediately 
took to her breast. At the period under consideration it was the cus- 
tom ofthe Moghills to defer the naming oftheir children until they w'erc 
a twelve month old; accordingly, when the infant prince had attained 
the proper age, and a sumptuous entertainment had been providt^d for 
the occasion, Kara Khaun demanded in the presence of his assembled 
Ameirs, and the members of his court, what name he sliould bestow 
upon the royal child ; the latter replied with perfect fluency of lan- 
guage ‘-mv name is Oghuz.” A point thus determined by the inter- 
vention of a miracle must have secured unanimous concurrence. 

Arrived at years of maturity, the young [>rince was married by his 
father, to one of his cousins, the daughter of Kerr Khaun ; but, in con- 
sequence of the discrepancy on the subject of religion, Oghuz Khaun 
finding it difficult to reconcile himself to his bride, his father pro- 
cured for him, some time afterwards, the daughter of his second uncle, 
Auzir Khaun; whom, for similar reasons, he felt himself equally dis- 
posed to dislike. In this state of oscillancy, and incertitude, the young 
prince happened one day, on his return from hunting, to pass by the 
'mte of Ouz Khaun, his third uncle’s mansion ; where he perceived the 
daughter ofthe Moghul chief, superintending the labour of her maids, 
who were occupied in washing the linen of the family. The prince 
called her to him, and declared that if she would consent to abjure the 
gross impieties of her tribe, and embrace the religion of truth, he would 
immediately espouse, and hold her far dearer than life, or any of its 
blessings. The nymph, like other bashful maidens, gently whis- 
pered in reply, that when she became his wife, she trusted that she 
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should be found in no circumstance, disobedient to /£/$\^ ill, wlio was Habeib-us- 
the master of her destiny. Oglmz Khaun now obtained his father’s 
consent to unite himself to the object of his choice ; and an exclusive, 
and ardent attachment taking place between him and his new bride, 
the jealousy of his other wives was excited to that degree of animosity, 
that they embraced the opportuinty, one day, while their husband was 
absent on a hunting party, to apprize their father in law of his son’s 
contempt, and that of his favorite wife, for the idolatrous superstitions 
of their country, and of their private adherence to the worship of the 
true God. 

Enraged at what he now for the first . time understood, the old mon- 
arch hastened at the head of some of his followers, with the view of 
surprising the person of the prince, while unsuspectingly engaged in 
thechace. But his faithful and affectionate wife finding means to con- 
vey to him intelligence of the danger, Oghuz Khaun was enabled to 
])ut himselfin a posture of defence ; andaconflict ensuing, which ter- 
minated in the death of Kara Khaun, his soldiers gave up the contest, 
and the crown, to his victor son. 

3. Oghuz Khaun the son of' Kara Khaun. This, by the concurrent 
testimony of historians, was a magnanimous and potent prince, for- 
tunate in all his designs, and obeyed in his authority, through a most 
extensive portion of the oriental world. • But more than all, his acti- 
ons received an unfading lustre from his belief in the dictates of eter- 
nal truth, In other words, he wasa monotheist, professing the pure and 
iincorrupted faith of the patriarchs, and early progenitors of the human 
race, 1 he extent of his dominious is, at the same time, stated to have 
been beyond the ordinary conceptions of the understanding, and he 
bears among the Turkish nations, the same venerated character as 
Jemsheid among the Persians, He was, however, at the commence- 
ment, compelled to sustain a long and arduous contest with his uncles, 
and other relatives ; but proving ultimately triumphant over all 0[)pos- 
ition, he finally threw open to mankind the avenues to that liberal 
and unbounded beneficence, which dwelt in his bosom. He is indeed 
described to have reduced the wliole of the territorv of the Moo huls 

^ O 

and Tartars to the river Oxus ; and by some it is asserted that he even 
crossed that river, and subjugated a great part of the Persian empire. 
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He reigned with unrivalled splendor and prosperity, for a period of se- 
venty two years i leaving at liis death, six male children, two^of whom 
attained to the sovereign porver. 

ToOghuz Khaunwefind ascribedmany,ifnotmostoftbeappellations 
still retained by the principal Moghul and Tartar tribes; the enumer- 
ation of which, as presented by the author, it may in this place not be 
improper to introduce. I. During the period in which he was con- 
tending for dominion w'ith his uncles, a body of his kindred from 
whom he had been recently separated, appeared most seasonably to 
his aid. To these he assigned the appellation of Eyghur; which in the 
preliminary to the zuifurnamah, is stated to signify conjunction, and 
mutual compact. II. In one of thegreat battlesin which he triumphed 
over his adversaries, a prodigious booty fell into the hands of his fol- 
lowers, and some of them bit upon the construction of a waggon for 
the conveyance of the spoil. Oghuz Khaun bestowed ujion these the 
appellation Kunkuli/, that being in tbcTurkisli language the name 
for a waggon, or perhaps for a wheeled carriage of any description. 
III. On another occasion, on which he had been unsuccessful in a con- 
flict with Ayeit Boriik, one of the most powerful chieftains ofTurkes- 
taun,and he liad encamped, duringhisretreat from the field ofbattle,in 
a peninsula betucen the beds of two rivers, a pregnant \voman, whose 
husband had been killed in tlie recent conflict, rvas deliv'ered of her 
infant in the cavity ofa hollow tree. The Khaun, in pity towards the 
helpless, and widowed female, adopted the child for his own, and gave 
it the name o{ Kcplchauk; derived from Kebouk, which is said to sig- 
nify a tree, hollow in the trunk. Seventeen years subsequent to this 
disaster, Oghuz Khaun triumphed in his turn over the same Ayeit 
Borak, and took ample vengeance for bis former di.scomfiture. IV. 
On his return into Turan, from his expedition against the Persian ter- 
ritory, being intercepted by the severest rigors of an inclement w'inter, 
and his march impeded by heavy and incessant falls of snowy many 
of the soldiers dropped to the rear, unable to keep up with the army. 
To these, when apprized of the circumstance, the monarch applied 
the term KhaurciL — proprietors, or perhaps, partners in the snow. 
A . From the preliminary to the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, the his- 
tory of Teymur so called, it is further related, that while engaged in 
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©ne of his expeditions^ for the subjugation of an adjoining territory, Xlabeib-usj^ 
Ogliuz Khaun had found it expedient to prohibit that any of his sol- ^ 

diers should under any pretext stray from their standards. It happened, 
however, that one of the soldier’s wives should be taken in labour dur- 
ing the march, and, through the failureof strength and sustenance being 
unable to proceed, her husband remained to take care of her. When 
he least expected it, a sheghal, or Jackal, passed along the road with a 
pheasant in its mouth, and the soldier throwing his cudgel at it, the 
animal dropped its prey ; with which, dressing up an excellent kahauby 
a dish well known in the east, he relieved the hunger of his wife, and 
enabled her to give nourishment to her new-born infant. The Khaun 
expressing much displeasure that any circumstance however urgent, 
should be thought of sufficient weight to authorize a disobedience of 
his commands, addressed to the husband tlie term Khclidjc ; which 
implies, ‘Svoman ! remain where thou art According to another writer 
in the court of Shah Rbkh, who dedicated liis work to Mirza Uliigh 
Beg, the exclamation, to which Oghuz Khaun gave utterance on this 
occasion, was Kalauje^ wliich signifies, remain behind in hunger.” 

I'liis ill the lapse of ages became gradually corrupted into Khelidje ; 
but either way, the origin of the tribeofthe Kheljics, or Gueltchies, is 
referred to this man. 

On the information of the Rouzut-ns-uffa, the author proceeds to 
state, that in the course ofa few generations, tlie descendants ofOgh- 
f\z Khaun diverging into four and twenty distinct branches, some of 
these settled in Khorassaun, and the territory along the Oxus ; and 
their posterity, either through the influence of climate, or tlie unerring 
providence of the creator, losing in a great measure, their original cast 
ofteatures, the neighboring nations bestowed upon them the appella- 
tion of as much as to say Tarkmaunind — furk-resemb- 

ling. By Seyud Jullaul-ud-dein, an Arabian author who composed a 
treatise precisely on this subject, which he dedicated to Mirza Eskua- 
dur the son of Omar Sheikh, and grandson of Teymur, it is however 
contended that the Turkmauns area race entiredy distinct, and without 
the slightest affinity to either Turk or Moghul ; notwithstanding this, 
it is a fact very clearlv demonstrated, in the prelimin irv discourse to 
the zuffurnamah of the Yezdian, so often reierrea to on 1 artar subjectSi 
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Ilabeib-us- that the Turkmauns, or Turcomans, are indisputably descended froiA 
Turk the sonofYapheth ; since in the sequel of the war between Turk, 
and Ghezz the son of Munsug, or Messenje, it is unequivocally as- 
serted, that from the day on which BeighCl the son of Ghezz fell in one 
of the conflicts of that war, an inextinguishable hostility was perpetu- 
ated from generation to generation between the Turks and Turkomauns, 
and still continued to subsist to the da 3 "s of the Yezdian historian. 

Having found repose from his conquests in Turkestaun and the Per- 
sian territory, Oghuz Khaun, on his return to the seat of his ancestors, 
at or near Karakorum, caused a suit of magnificent pavilions of cloth 
of gold, to be erected, in which he gave, to the nobles and distinguished 
inhabitants of all the countries subject to his authority, amost sumptu- 
ous and splendid feast. Of this the magnitude may be in some deo-ree 
estimated from the statement, that there were nine tomauns, or ninety 
thousandsheep, and nine hundred mares slaughtered for the occasion ; 
and that there was a proportionate supply of wine and Kommeiz, (a li- 
quor made of fermented mare’s milk) with every accompaniment that 
could serve to render this display of Tartar festivity’, complete in allit.s 
circumstances. Oil tlie same occasion the monarch is said to have 
invented the Sheircih* on n Inch to spread the eatables and drinkables 
provided for the entertainment; he arranged his children and orand- 
children according to their stations in his court and army, and treat(’d 
the whole, without distinction, with extraordinary marks of kindness, 
and with unbounded liberalitv. 

1 Gj^huz Khaun it isfurthei relateel, that his sons presentmghun with 
a golden bow, and three arrow s of the same metal, which they had 
found during one of their hunting parties, the old monarch allotted 
the bow to the three eldest, whose names were respective!'.-, Kunn, 
Aey,and Yelduz ; wliodi vided it, or themetalofwhich it wascomposed, 
bet'vvixt them in three equal shares. From this circumstance they 
obtained the appellation of Boiizuk, or Bouzuk. The arrows were as- 
signed to the three younger brothers, Keyug, or Guyhg, Deyauc, and 
Tengueiz, trom which they became distinguished by the appellation 
of Oujuk ; and hence the Tartar tribes have assigned to the line of the 

' It a. probablv a of painted cloths, since the orientals use no tables. It wa, per- 
haps the Sohiah, ^ 
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Bonziik a precedence over that of the Oujiik, synonimous with Ou- 
jauk ; the bow bearing an analogy to the sovereign power, and the 
arrows to its agents, the organs of its authority. He lastly ordained 
that the command of the right wing of his army, by the Arabs called 
]Mei/meuah,^n^ by the Tartars Beranghaur, should be always vested 
in the Bouzuk, while that of the left wing, by the Arabs designated the 
Meycsserah, and by the Tartars Jiiajighaur, should in like manner in- 
variably reside in the Oujuk, or younger branch ; a superiority which 
he further confirmed by establishing the succession in the elder branch, 
and by expressly ordaining that the Oujuk should be subject to their 
authority. 

4. Kenn, or Kunn Khaun, which is stated in the Tartar language to be 
synonimous with thesun, succeeded tohisfather ; and equally extended 
to his subjects the blessings of a just and beneficent reign. Through 
the advice of his father’s ministers, he was prevailed upon to make an 
equal division of the departed monarch’s moveable property' between 
his brothers and their children, assigning to each his proper rank, and 
Tumghau, orcharterof immunities: by which disinterestedand prudent 
measure, a permanent and unshaken friendship was confirmed through 
every' branch of the family'. For the rank and pretensions ofev'ery 
individual being thus unalterably regulated, and distinctly understood, 
no circumstance could occur to interrupt their harmony ; and hence it 
subsisted unimpaired for a series of y'ears among the descendants of 
Oghuz Khaun, and the imperial power continued in his posterity', for 
so manv generations. Kunn Khaun died after a prosperous reign of 
seventy years. 

5. Aey Khaun the son of Oghuz Khaun, succeeded to his brother; 
his name being, in the Tartar language, thatalsoof the moon ;and hence 
possibly the name of the goddess Anaitis. He emulated the example 
of his predecessor, in the justice and beneficence of liis reign ; which 
after it had continued for several y'ears in great prosperity', terminated 
like that of all other earthly sovereigns, in the grave. 

6. Yclduz Khaun, thesonofOghuz Khaun. Thenameofihismonarch 
signifying'inthe Tartar language, a star, his glory is said to have attained 
its zenith at the death of his lather ; whose throne having filled for the 
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destined period, he also tvithdrew to the tnansioiis of untermlnatin^' 
splendor. 

7. Mungaly Khaun, the son of Yelduz Khaun,was the l>eirand suc- 
cessor to his father’s power ; which he exercised with the same virtu- 
ous moderation, that so generally distinguished the reign of his ancestors. 

8. Tengueiz Khaun, the son of Mungaly Khaun. The ocean, we 
are also informed, is known in the idiom of the Turks by the name of. 
Tengueiz. He succeeded to power, at all events on the death of his 
father.; and having supported it to a very advanced age, ultimately re- 
sioned it to his son, and withdrew to atone in retirement for the errors., 
of his past life. 

9. Aeil, or Eyle Khaun, the son of Tengueiz Kliaun, is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Tiir the son of Feridun, king of Persia; who 
formed with Sounje Khaun, the eighth of the Tatar sovereigns recently 
enumerated, an alliance hostile to his power. In elucidation of this it 
is represented, that when a period of one thousand years had elapsed 
after the death of Oghuz Khaun, (we should rather say, from that of 
Yapheth Oghlau, orTiirk the sun of Y'apheth) during which his des- 
cendants had reigned with efpial splendor and felicity, fortune with 
her usual caprice, conducted their power at length to the verge of 
decline; or to that point in the destiny of nations, beyond which they 
rise no further. At such a crisis, Tur, the son of Feridun, the happy 
monarch of Persian story, having coin|)lcted the subjugation of tho 
territory on the Oxus, and the adjoining regions of Turkostaun, or 
westernTartary, and formedan alliance with the Tartar monarch above 
alluded to, advanced in conjunction w ith him, to invadethe possessions 
of Eyle Khaun. In a great battle which speedily ensued, perceiving, 
however, that in fair and open conllict their utmost exertions were un- 
availing, the allied monarchs had recourse to stratagem ; and aflEecting 
to retire from the field of battle in dismay, halted and encamped at the 
distance of two farsangs, or Persian leagues, from the positions, which 
they might have understood to be occupied by their adversary. The very 
day following, they suddenly recoiled upon the army of the Moghuls, 
and coming upon them by surprise, obtained a most complete victory; 
which was succeeded by a slaughter so dreadful and exterminating 
that, excepting Keyan the sou of Eyle Khaun, his mother’s brotlier’st 



gon,T6kflz, and their respective sisters, not an individual of the whole 
race escaped the carnage. 

These four personages, having lain for some time concealed, among 
the bodies of their slaughtered countrymen, seized the opportunity of 
night, to mount their horses and fly from the scene of blood. They con- 
tinued their flight without intermission until dawn of day; when, about 
that hour, they found themselves at the entrance of a steep and difficult 
defile, which led upwards into a valley surrounded on all sides by stu- 
pendous mountains.* The four illustrious fugitives, after considerable 
toil and exertion, succeeded however at last in gaining the summit 
of the pass, when they were transported with indescribable delig ht at 
the enchanting landscape which suddenly broke upon their view ; a 
landscape which, in its lovely enamelled meads, in the chrystal and 
delicious streams that murmured in every direction, in the multiplied 
groves which presented themselves on every side, embellished at the 
same time by the most beautiful and luxuriant foliage, and loaded with 
fruit of the richest flavor and of ev^ery description, and enlivened as it 
was, by the herds of wild animals of the chace, without number', which 
brouzed and gamboled in its ever verdant glades and recesses, the sister 


* on lie fare'?, ami to tlie border comes 
Of .Kden, Mhere delicious Paradl>e, 

Now nearer, ciowns with her iaciosiiic g:rcrn, 
As with a rural inouud, the chaaipaiii head 
a steep wihieiac>s whose hairy sides 
With thicket ovei ixrow n, ^rotes(|ue ami wdd. 
Access deii>’dj and over-head iipsTvow 
IiiMiperahle heio^iit of loftie''t shade. 

Cedar, and pine, ami hr, and branchin'r palm, 
A svlvau .scene, ami, as the raiiks asceiul. 
Shade abo\e shade, a woody thcatLC 
Of stateliest view. Yet higher than their tops, 
The veitrions wall of Parad.se up spnii.i^ : 
Which to our "tiitral sire oave prospect lar^ge* 
Into his iiethi i* t mpire nei^iibh’intt' round. 

And higher than tiiat .vaU a circhnsr roxt* 

Of c‘nodlie''T tii O'?, loadtii with fairest fruit. 
Blossoms ai: 1 f .ult xJ once of golden 
Appear'd, with e.i.iiueirci eoloars m<\'d; 

thu.s was ill.’* place 

A happy rural -cat ol : 


fSroves whose i ich trceei wept odorotis g’uins and baltnj 
C"tthers whose fruit, burnish'd with j^olden rind,. 
Hnnnf amiable, Hespeiian fables true,. 

If true, here only,' and of delicious taste : 

Betwixt them lawns, cr level downs, aud flock*; 
Crazing the teudei herb, were interpos'd. 

Or palmy biilock j or the flow’ry lap 
Of some irrio'iious valley spread her store, 

Flow'rs of all hue, and without thorn tiie rose : 
Another siilc, ninbrag^eous giots and caves 
Of cool recess, o'er which tlie mantling vine 
Lays forth her purple giape, and g^ently creeps 
i'aixuriaat ; meanwhile muini'iing wateis fiU 
II(u\ n the slope hills, di-peis'il, or in a lake, 

That to the fringed bank with myrtle crown'll 
Her crystal mirror holds, unite thcii streams. 

The bird.s their qnne apply ; airs, verneJ airs,. 

I>i< athing the smell of field and gn»ve, attune 
I'lie trembling leaves, while universal FUii 
Knit with t’ne Oiaces and the Hours in dance 
L‘ -I ou tV cteruai spriug. 
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artsof poetry and painting weroalonecompeteiittodeliaeate. Here then, 
in this sequestered Glen, known to the Tartars by the name of Irgnah, or 
Irganah lioun, as much as to say Kumter-uiid — they are lost, or rather, 
according to a manuscript of the Kholaussut-ul-akhbaur, Kummur- 
tund — a stroagandriiggcd pass,* they determined to fix their abode ; 
and having intermarried with their sisters reciprocally, the two chiefs 
became the origin of a numerous progeny; the descendants ot Keyan 
being known to succeeding generations by the name of Keyaiit, and 
those of Tfik LIZ, by that oi' Dtrelkein, or Derleguein. 

When, in the process of time, the two tribes became from their accu- 
mulating numbers so multitudinous, that the valley ofirganah Koun 
no longer afforded sufficient space to contain them, their thoughts were 
powerfully impelled to devise the means of bursting from their re- 
treat, and of repossessing themselves of the abodes of their forefathers- 
Their egress was principally obstructed by an enormous range of rocks, 
composed for the greater part of iron ore. After much careful deli- , 
beration, it was ultimat ely determined to put the whole mass into a 
state of fusion ; and having for the purpose conveyed to the sjiot a pro- 
digious quantity of firewood, they proceeded to char the wdiole ; after 
W'hich having prepared of the skin of the gaozen, or wild ox, nine 
hundred pairs of bellows, they fired the charcoal, and set the 
bellows to work. By the blast of so many simple machines, the heat 
of the fire was at last wrought to the proper intensity, and the ore 
was perceived, in due time, streaming along the earth in a stateofeom- 
plete fusion. And thus they are said by melting down a part of t!ie 
precipice with which they were begirt, to haveopened for thcmselvesu 
passage from Irganah Koun. They immediately directed theircourse 
to the country of the Mogluils ; and having sword in hand expelled 
their ancient enemies the Tartars, withother adverse tribes, they suc- 
ceeded in establishing themselves in the possessions of their ancestors; 
and the natives, who occupied the territory round the mountains of 
Irganah Koun, soon joining their standards, became ultimately' incor- 
porated W'ith themselves. 

The A'urut, or original territorv of the Moghuls, tlius regained by' 
their posterity', is here described tolie towards the east, far remote from 

■■''SVe otlifr«i,e loam, from Mr. Ma- rico’s iii-.f<)rv, that Irg.iiiuli Ko in, 'r Kliaiiu, as 
he rxpre,sesit; sinniiies the lalley of pietipiccs : and ho i' probably ^\ell founded ia Ilia 
e.splauation. I have i;ivcn vhat ajipcnis in iiiy origina!. 
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any habitable region, and included within a circumference of eight 
months journey. Its eastern frontier is, however, said to unite with 
that of Kh&tai, or northern China, its western with that of thecountryof 
theEyghurs ; its northern adjoins to the territory of Kerkeir,or Krekeir, 
and Selingai, and its southern boundary stretches to the limits of Tibet. 
The natives subsisted by the chace, and their apparel was usually com- 
posed of the skins of wild beasts of every description. 

On the egress of the two collateral tribes from Irganah Koun, and 
their recovery of the land of their forefathers, the sovereignty of the 
Moghul race is said to have been vested in Yelduz Khaun, the son of 
Teymur Taush, who was descended in a direct line from Keyan. This 
Yelduz is described to have surpassed in the extent of his power, and 
in the splendor of his reign ; and by the wisdom of his government 
to have secured to the Olouss (quere eluths) or numerous tribes sub- 
ordinate to his sway, a state of prosperity and abundance beyond 
example. Hence it has become an established opinion among those 
of Moghul race, that he possesses the surest claim to the Kliauniet, 
or supreme authority, who can most satisfactorily trace his origin to 
Yelduz Khaun. Alanloua, the illustrious mother of Buzunjur Kaan, 
who was the common ancestor ot both Jengueiz and d'eymur, wastlie 
grand-daughterof Yelduz Khaun; since, in theoften cited preliminary 
to the Zulfurnamah, or history of Teymur, she is described to liave 
been the daughter of Tchoubeinah, who was tlie daughter of Yelduz 
Khaun. 

The same Alankotia is further described to have been a maid of con- 
summate beauty, and of singular modesty and virtue. “ A maid !” 
exclaims our author in his enthusiasm on the subject, “ rather she was 
t‘ a star of the highestbrilliance in the constellation oftheTartarian so- 
“ vereigns ; the richest pearl in the casket of imperial magnificence.” 
At the proper age she became, however, one of the wives of her cousin- 
german, Duyun, or Dubun Beyan, at this period monarch of the Mo- 
ghul trib. s ; whose residence is stated to have b;-en, inditierentlv, at 
Baun, Kaluran, and Toughlan ; the channels of three rivers issuing 
from the mountains of Berghuuduter, on tlie baiiks of which he might 
occasionally have taken up his abode. By her husband she had two 
sons, Belkeda and \ ekjed.i. D uy uu Beyan died, while his wife was yet 
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llabeib-u5- 'a young woman : and the dowager princess devoted herself with zealous 
seyr- assiduity to the government of hersubject tribes, and to the education 
of her children. In these circumstances one night, when she had in- 
nocently retired to her repose, she Avas surprised by a ray of light sud- 
denly shining through the window of her pavilion, and penetrating 
her mouth and throat ; and her surprise Avas not diminished when, in 
a little time afterwards, she found herself pregnant. Hence, the orien- 
tals have not scrupled to draAV a triumphant comparison between her, 
and the blessedand immaculate virgin of the Christian dispensation. 

When they became, hoAvever, apprized of her mysterious preg- 
nancy, the Moghul tribes AA'ere not to be restrained from conveying 
the most scandalous imputations against the chastity of Alankoua ; 
and she therefore found it expedient to coiiA'oke the chiefs of the na- 
tion, in order to repel the accusation, and assert her innocence. Ac- 
cording to some authorities, and particularly to the compiler of the Jam- 
mia-ul-tOLiaurikh, the princess averred on this occasion, that her preg- 
nancy had been the result of a dream, in Avhich, for several nights suc- 
cessively, she imagined that she perceived a person Avith adazzling torch 
in his hand, softly and silently approach her bed, and as softly Avith- 
draAV ; and she added moreover, that if they entertained the sliirhtest 
suspicion ofher veracity, they might watch round her tent, and by the 
evidence oftheiroAvn senses convince themselves ofthe truth of her ex tra- 
ordinarystory. Severalof themostdistinguished individuals ofher tribe 
stationed themselves accordingly, for some nights round her tent to 
watch the disclosure of this singular mystery ; Avhen it is alleged, that 
they observed alight enter at the top ofthe pavilion, and shortly dis- 
appear through the same aperture. This was received as indubitable 
testimony of the truth of Alankoua’s statement, and forever silenced 
the invidious remarks of her slanderers. 

In consequence of this mysterious, and Amry suspicious intercourse 
with the chil(lri?i of light, Alankoua became the mother of three sons 
at one birth, Avhose names Avere as follows. I . Boukun Kepkein, from 
whom descended the clan or tribe of Kepkein. ;2. Bussoukein Saul- 
tchy, from whom the tribe of Saljut ; and 3. Biizunjur Munefauk, the 
common progenitor ofthe Khauns of Moghulstaun. The descendants 
ol these three, Avhom theTurkish nations belicA’eto haA'e beengenerated 
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by the light, they havedistinguishedbythe appellation of Neyrun, luci- 
geni — sons of light; and they are esteemed the most exalted of the 
Moghul race. 

BazinijurKctan^ the son of Alankoua, as soon as he attained to the 
age of discretion,, was raised to the throne of theKhauns with the un- 
animous concurrence of the heads of the nation ; a choice which he 
gloriously vindicated by the splendor of his virtues. He is said to have 
been the cotemporary of Abu Mosslem, the champion of the house of 
Abbas.* After a reign eminently distinguished for its justice, he died, 
leaving two sons ; 1. Buka, who was the eighth ancestor of Jengueiz, 
and of his able and faithful minister Karatchaur Nuyan ; and 2,Bukeia, 
who had a son, to whom he gave the name of Matchcin. 

or Buga Khauii, the son of Buzunjur, succeeded to his father; 
and at his death devised the supreme authority to his son, the next in 
succession. 

Duionnnuin Khamt, the son of Buka Khaun, proved also a distin- 
guishcdexample of temperance and justice. By his consort Mcnuloun, 
who is described as a woman of singular sagacitv and talents, he had 
nine sons ; with whom, on the death of her husband, and with tire 
courage of a lioness, she retired to a higli mountain called Noushargui, 
or Noushurki, wliere slie entirely devoted herself to the education of 
her children. Here, in the process of time, she became the mistress of 
flocks of sheep and herds of cattle without number. Unhappily, 
whUe she continued engaged in her secluded retreat and occupations, 
obcjiit seventy Ivours, or associations of Turks, each Kour consisting 
of a thousand families, and all of the tribe of Jellacir of the branch of 
.Derleguein Moghuls, who had been recently expelled from their iia- 
bi rations at Kaliiran, by an irruption of the Khatayaiis, or Chinese, came 
to settle near the abode of iNbmaioun. In this they met with no ob- 
struction ; but proceeding to dig up the earth, for the wild or mountain 
onions which they used for food, they were forbiddeii to continue the 
practice, by the agents of Menuloun, because, by the excavations thus 
formed, they rendered th^ ground unsafe for the young' [)i inces in their 
eque^^^trian exercises. Tiie Jeliaeirians took offence at the prohibition, 
and watching their op])ortairity, put tiie princess to death with eight 
the carlN part oftho ('/ditli century of the Ciiibtiau isru, 
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of her nine children. The uinth, who bore the name of Kaydu, 03- 
capetl the catrastrophe; being fortunately absent at the time, a suitor 
for the hand of his kinswoman, the daughter of liis cousin german 
IMatchein. On intelligence of this base procedure, an agent was dis- 
patched, in the name of Matchein, to demand of the chiefs of the tribe 
of Jellaeir, immediate reparation for the injury. They positively dis- 
claimcdanysharein the transaction, declaringthatthebarbarous murder 
bad been perpetrated without the slightest concurrence on their part; 
and, as a proof of their sincerity, they at the same time seized, and exe- 
cuted seventy individuals known to have been concerned in this per- 
fidious and ungrateful act of violence, delivering up their wives and 
families in bonds to the mercy of Kaydu ; who appeased his vengeance 
by marking their foreheads with the badge of perpetual slavery. 

Kai/da Khaitn, the son ofDutoumncin Khaun, inconsequence of 
these events, and through tlie support of his kinsman Matchein, became 
the sovereign of his tribe. During his reign he employed himself in 
forming, from one of the principal rivers of the country, a noble canal, 
to which he gave the name of Ji-mulu ; and lie founded on the banks of 
it several populous towns and villag-.'s. lie had three sons, 1. Bay- 
siingur, the lineal ancestor of Jengueiz and Karatchanr. 2. Jerkalen- 
gum, from whom the nation of Taiijut, vulgo Tangnt ; and 3. llaur- 
tchein, from whomthe tribe of Seyhout. The grandson of .lerkalengimu 
the second of these, whose name was llamikaud the son of Serukud, 
falling when a youth into the handsof the Khutayans, or northern Chin- 
ese, was condemned hv Altay, or possibly Altan Khaun, the monarch of 
tha t nation , to su Ilia a most miserable and cia lel death ;bei ng na ded to a lo’’’ 
ot n ood in the form oi an ass, by an iron'i sik 'driven tlirough his body 

the son of Kaydu Klumn, succeeded on the de- 
mise of his father, and. after having exercised tlie sovereign authority 
tea ihe dcfitined period, w ithdrew to the mansions of futurity, devising 
the succession to his son. 

Tonmiiah K/>a Nil. the son of Baysungur, ivas a great and successful 
monarch, adding considerably to his beivilitary dominions by the sub- 
jugation of several of the neighboring countries of Moghulstaun 
and Tartarv. He was the husband of two wives, by one of whom he 
had seven sons ; the other brought him two at one birtii. Of these 
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twins, onewas Kubbu],orKabal, the third ancestor or greatgrandfather 
of Jengueiz ; the other was Katchuly Bahauder, the ancestor in tlie 
eighth degree of Tetjmur. 

In this place we are informed, on what is alleged to be the most res- 
pectable written authority, that one night during the life of bis father, 
while he was reposing in the arms of sleep, two remarkable dreams oc- 
curred to Katchuly, of which the following circumstances are described 
in detail. First of all, he thought he saw three stars issue from the 
bosom of his brother Kabul, and successively rise and set, after making 
theregular circuit through themeridian ; thelast of these, after shooting 
out several other stars, which reflected their separate lustre on various 
countries, disappeared in astreamofrefulgencewhich seemed toillumi- 

natc the whole earth. Kathchuly now awoke ; but while his mind 

> • , > * 
v/as yet engaged in tracing some sort ot interpretation for his dream, 

he again fell a sleep, and imagined that he saw seven stars issue in the 

same manner from his own bo>om ; and that, after these had successively 

disappeared, aneiglith arose ofsurpassingmagnitude, whichalso seemed 

to diffuse its radiance to every quarter of the globe ; and from this, like 

that in the former dream, several minor stars seemed to emanate, and 

slird their lustre through different regions, in their course through the 

heavens. In both instances, the minor stars on the setting of their 

primaries, seemed for some time to cast an equal lustre through the fir- 

inancnt. Katchuly. wlien ho awoke the second time, perceived that 

it was break of day ; and immediately hastening to his father, proceeded 

to riMatc the particulars of botli his dreams. 

The old {irincc appiuired to experience an extraordinary degree of 
satisfaction at what Ine heard; and sending for ids otliersoii Kaba!, lie 
idrnished the two lirothers together, with the following obvious in- 
terpretation to these singular dreams. The first, he said, indicated 
that of the descendants ofKabal Khaun, three j^ersons should in order 
a'^<a:nd the throne of thur anci stors, and that of these, tlie tldrd was 
destined to subjugate the greater part of the habitable world ; that he 
would ultimately divide his empire among his children ; and that tho. 
empire so divided woulv! contiiuie in their possession long after his 
demise. Tlie second dream he conceived to prognosticate, that of tiio 
race of Kutcluily seven persons were successively destined to arrive 
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fiabcib us- Pt gr-at po-^vor; and that an eighth, animated with thespiritof universal 
dominion, would also succeed in extending his conquests to the re- 
nit)test coniersof the globe ; and finally, that the authority of his chidren, 
would in like manner continue long established over many regions of 
the oriental world. 


On this, by their fathers desire, the two brothers entered on the spot 
into a solemn engagement, by which it was mutually agreed that the 
KJtaiaiy^ or sovereign authority, should be forever establishedin Kabal 
Khaunand bis descendants ; and that the subordinate governments, and 
the general superin tendance oft he armies should be permanently invested 
in Katebuly, and his posterity ; and to this effect an instrument was 
immediately prepared, and finally ratified under the Altumgha, or im- 
perial seal of Toiminah Khaun. 

KtiLbtil, or Kahal Khaun, the son of Toumnah Khaun, in conformitv 
with the arrangement above adverted to, ascended the throne of the 
MoghCds, and ultimately obtained by his virtues the enviable title of 
Alantchung Khaun — nourisher, or father of his people. He is indeed 
described to have surpassed the whole of his cotemporaries, inclemency 
and justice, in courage and liberality, and in short, in every quality 
that could render the character of a monarch estimable and illustrious. 


Hence, won by the reputation of his virtues, the sovereign ofKhatai 
dispatched an embassy to solicit his friendship, and invite him to his 
court. In an evil hour, Kabal Khaun determined to comply with the 
invitation ; and having dcqjuted the government of his hereditary do- 
minions to his brother Katchuly, proceeded accordiagly to the capital 
olKhatai; where he experienced from Altaii Khaun, the most distin- 


guished and honorable reception. At the grand and solemn carousal, 
which was given by the Khataian monarch on his arrival, Kabal Khaun 
could not entirely divest himself of the suspicion of personal danger ; 
and accordingly, every now aiui then, in the courseoftheir libations he 
privately witiidrew, and pluuguig liis head beneath the stream of the 
river which ran by, there disgorged the whole of vvliat he had been 
swallowing, and returned to renew tiie debauch ; much to the surprise 
of all present, who, not aware of his expedient could not forbear to 
express their Hsioiusliui' nt at the siren, ath of constimtioa, uuieh 
could bear such a quantity ol liquor without iiiebnutioii. Some days 
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after tliis, however, when lie had been less prudent in his proceedings, 
Kabal Khaun, in a state of drunkenness, entered the presence of the 
Khatayan monarch; and seizinghiin by the beard, applied to him every 
term of abuseand insult, that he could findlanguage to express. The 
injury excited in the mind of Altan Khaun a sufficient degree of re- 
sentment, but he thought fit for the present to confine it to his own 
bosom; and his imprudent guest hastening, when he came to his re- 
collection, to express the deepest regret for what had happened, Altan 
Khaun had the magnanimity to overlook the offence; and presenting 
him with a rich diadem, and girdle set with gems, shortly afterwards 
dismissed the Moghul prince for his own country. But the Khatayan 
nobles, eager for his destruction, proceeding on his departure to remon- 
strate with their Khaun, on the impolicy of suffering so formidable a 
rival, to escape the snare which might be laid to circumvent him, the 
monarch finally dispatched a messenger to solicit the return of his 
guest. Kabal Khaun declined the invitation ; observing that he had 
left the Chinese court with full permission, and that he was not aware 
of any particular advantage that could arise from his return. 

Perceiving that his victim was otherwise likely to elude the toil, 
Altan Khaun nowdirected a detachment of troops to pursue, and bring 
him back by force ; but when these had overtaken their object, he 
contrived to cajole them into a concurrence that he might be 
permitted to repose, for a short time, at the habitation of a friend, of 
the name of Satchuly, who resided on the road. By this friend he was 
cautioned, as his existence depended upon it, not to put himself any 
more in the power of the Khatayan monarch ; and in order to ensure his 
escape, he tendered him a horse of incomparable fl 'ctn' Ss, which he 
had in his stables, and which he recommended that he should imme- 
diately mount and make the best of his way to his tribe. Kabal Khaun 
gratefully availed himself of theoffer ; andgivinghis horse thereins, soon 
afterwards reached he encampment of his followers, in perfect safety. 
His pursuers were not long behind him, and were the whole of them 
put to the sword at the recommendation of Katchulv ; and the Moghul 
chief was thus fortunately extricated from the hazards, of his imprudent 
and adventurous iournev. 
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By his wife, whose name was Karakereik, of the tribe of Kunkur» 
or Konguraut, Kabal Khaun was the father of six sons, of whom the 
following are the names of three ; Oukcin Yerkaiik, Kaueilah, and 
Burtan. The former of these, was a youth of extraordinary personal 
beauty; but unfortunately straying one day, into the adjoining exten- 
sive plains, beyond the protection of his attendants, he was surprised 
and taken by a troop of Tatars, who delivered him into the hands of 
Altan Khaun ; and he was condemned by that monarch to the same 
cruel death, as had been inflicted on a former occasion on his kinsman 
llamikaud. 

Kaueilah Khaun , the son of Kabul Khaun, succeeded on the death 
of his father, and is described as a man of extraordinary courage, and 
bodily strength ; tlie latter of which he possessed to such a degree, that 
he broke the backs of the most powerful antagonists, with the same 
facility as he could bend a twig, and his voice was of that compass 
that he could make himself heard at a seven-fold distance. lie con- 
ducted a successful expedition, to avenge the death of his brother on 
the Khaun of Khatai, whom in a great battle he totally defeated ; after 
which he returned intriumi>h to his native land. 

Burtan, oxPurtun Bahanclcr, the son of Kabal Khaun, succeeded 
to liis lirother, and equally surpassed all rivalship, in personal prow- 
ess and military virtue ; and hence his surname of Bahauder — heroic, 
llis uncle Katchulv dying while he was on the throne of the Mogh- 
uls, the superintendance of the army was conferred by him on his 
cousin german, Eirdumtcliy, or tchei, the son of the departed chief. 
Eirdumtehei was subsequently distinguished by the title of Berlas, 
atid to him is ascribed the origin of the tribe of that name. Burtan 
Bahauder was the parent of a numerous otlspring ; but of these the 
most renowned, for his intrepid and martial spirit, was Bei/sou!ca, to 
whom, on the death of his father, tire supreme authority was in conse- 
quence assigned. 

Brpauha Bahauder, the son of Burtan, is said to have ennobled, or 
reflected additional lustre on the throne of his ancestors, rvhen he en- 
circled his brows with the diadem of the Mogluil sovereigns. On the 
death oi Eirdumtehei Berlas, leaving a progeny of nine and twenty sons. 
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the digniites and appointments of the father were continued, by Bey-^ 
bOLika Bahaiider, to Sogbutchein, the oldest and ablest of the whole. 

On his return from a successful expedition against that branch of 
the Tatar nations, by P.etis de la Croix called the Sou AloghCds, the 
wife of Beysouka Bahauderwas delivered, at his residence of Deylan 
Yeldak, of a son, to whom he gave the name of Tematchin; which is 
said to have been that of the sovereign of the Sou Moghuls, whom he had 
recently vanquished and slain. This child, the afterwards invincible 
Jexgueiz, his father pronounced to be the star of the dream of Kat- 
chuly Baliaiider, which was destined to extend its radiance throughout 
the habitable world. By the same mother with Temutchin, he had 
furthermore three sons, Jiijykessaur, Kajiun, in another place called 
Kiltcha, and Ountchei, elsewhere Utakehi : and he had by a diflerent 
wife, aiifthson, whose name was Balkouty. Of these four, Jiijykessaur, 
the former, was remarkable for hiscourage, and extraordinary stature ; as 
a proof of which, or possibly of the exejuisite symmetry of his form, 
it is alleged that when he reclined on one side, a bow might be passed 
beneath it, without coming in contact with his body. Beysouka Ba- 
liauder ejuitted this perishable world in the Moghul year Tengurneil, 
the five lunulred aud sixty second of the Hidjerab and his kinsman 
Soughutchein, who possessed the principal controul in his government, 
dyingabout the same period, the Nevrun race ungenerously abandoned 
the children of their sovereign, and united with the tribe of Tanjdt ; 
of whiedimore hereafter. 

We have just seen that the father of was Beysouka, 

the son of Burtan Baluiuder : the name of his mother was Oulun Ay- 
kah,or Ankah ; and his birth too!: place at Deylun Yeldak, supposed 
to l>e about ton days journey north of the front itu’s of China, on the 
twentieth day of Zilkaudah, of the five hundred and forty ninth of the 
I lidjerali. According to the statement of Shurf-ud-dein Ally the 
A czdian, in the Zufi\irnamah, this circumstance which was destined 
to produce such memorable and dreadful events, occurred when the 
const(‘llatiun libra was predominant among tin^ heav miv botiies ; and 
vlicn the wiiole oi llie seven planets were in conjunction, the head in 

♦ A.D. 10)7 

t Twenty iiflh uf January, A. lioo, the iceoud incnth of ilic reign of iicnrv the 
of England, 
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A, n. 562. the third, and the tail in the ninth degree of that sign. A plurality 
A. D. 1167. of historians, however, contend that thisconjunction of the planets did 
Habcib-us- not take place until the five hundred and eighty first ofthe Hidjerah,'* 
when Jcngueiz became invested with the universal sovereignty of all 
the tribes of the Ncyrun race. But the oriental writers in general con- 
cur in representing that the portentous infant came into the world grasp- 
ingin his hand a quantity of congealed blood; which was declared to 
indicate not only his warlike disposition, but the dreadful slaughter 
of the human race, of ivhich he was destined to be the instrument. 


At the death of his father, Temutchin had only attained to the thir- 
teenth year of his age, when he was abandoned by the major part of 
his tribe and family, who went over to the nation of Tanjut. At this 
period the young prince is described to have dreamt, that havino- a 
sword in each hand extended in opposite directions, the point of one 
seemed to touch the eastern, as thatofthe otherdid thewestern horizon. 
The following morning when he related the dream to his mother, it was 
again interpreted to denote the extraordinary power to which he was 
destined to attain ; that he should accomplish the subjugation of the 
world from east to west ; and that the point of his sword would be felt 
through all the countries extending to both horizons. 


It appears, at the same time, that while the immediate ancestors of 
Temutchin maintained their authority over the Ncyrun tribes, the oc- 
nerahtyof the Moghul and Tatar nations were seldom, or never, subject 
to one and the same sovereign. On the contrary, as convenience might 
suggest, one or more nations would associate under the government 
of a separate and independent ruler. Hence they were ongao-ed in 
perpetual hostilities, mutually directed to the extermination of one 
another ; and hence, when left an orphan minor on the death of his fa- 
ther, as just related, Jeng iieiz was al)andoned to his dcstinv, by those 
whom the obligations of duty and gratitude, should have bound to 
protect him, at least until he was of age to protect himself. In conse- 

quenceof this ungenerous defection, the youngprince was involved in a 

tram ot the most serious difficulties, and for several years exposed to 
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the most imminent danger of destruction. At last, perceiving that he A. II. 562 70. 

■was no longer able to contend with his adversaries, with a prospect of A. D. 11G7-7 4. 

success, he finally determined, at the recommendation of Karatchaur Habeib us- 

. scyr 

Nuyan,the son of Soughutchein, a youth not older than himself, for 
they were both minors at the death of their parents, to throw himself 
on the protection ofOung-Khaun the monarch of the Keraeit, whose 
capital was Ktirakoruin ; and who is described, both in point of extent 
of territory, and of the numerous population subject to his authority, 
as the most potent and formidable of the Khauns of Turkestaun. 

With respect to the origin of this prince, and of the nation over 
whom he governed, we find it stated, that at a period more remote, 
there reigned among the Tartar tribes, a monarch who had eight sons 
all of a black complexion, and who on account of their colour, received 
the appellation of Keraeit, or Karaeit — black fleshed. From this sable 
stock then, the subjects of Oung Khuun derived their origin. With res- 
pect to himself, he was called originally Toghrel, but this, as the name 
ofa bird of ill omen, he is said to have changed, possibly at his acces- 
sion to sovereign power, into Oun:>' Khaun ; which latter, as well 
as Jici/son/ia, borne by the father of Jengueiz, is here alleged to signi- 
fy-, tile prince of a single territory. His father’s name was Kartchaur 
Koulu Beruk. We shall finally remark that this same Oung Khauu 
is represented, by Petis de la Croix, as the Prester John of Asia of the 
Nestorian Christians, in the latter part of the twelfth century. 

A system of the closest amity had, at all events been cultivated, for 
inanv years, between this monarch and Beysouka Bahauder ; and Jen- 
gueiz,* on the demise of his father, had given every proof of a disposi- 
tion to continue it unimpaired. That which he was, by the pressure 
of his misfortunes now to give, was perhaps not the least; and he was 
not deceived in his confidence, lie experienced from the Khaun on his 
arrival, the most generous attention, with every testimony of favor and 
esteem ; and his followers met a reception equally benevolent and hu- 
mane. Jengueiz acquired, in a short time, l»y the superiority of his 
understanding, and by his singular talents andsagacity, as well as by his 

^ AUhoui^li he dil notiiiiiinc thetiile until his solemn inan^unit'on, kini^ of kings, many 
years .'^^lbsequent lo tlic pn's(.M!i ])m1u( 1, tiiis is the name by which, with the author, wc shall 
hence forward conunue to disUuguUh liiin, 
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A. D. confulonce with his protector; who was ultimately induced to entrust 

Maheib-uts-] ]ii[n with the management ot the most arduous,, and iinpoitant concerns 
of hisgoveniment, being in all cases invariably directed by his opinion. 
During the period in which, under tliese circumstances, he resided 
undt*r the protection of Oung Kliaun, he exhibited on a variety of oc- 
casions, the most distinguished proofs of extraordinary courage and 
consummate abilities. He brought to a triumphant issue the war, in 
wl)i(:li that monarch was involved with his brother Ichankn ; he van- 
rpiished Tourkein, the chief of thcMekreit, or 3 ^Ierkeit, with his ally 
Toukta Beiggy ; and, much ahout the same period, the five hundred 
and soventv-eighth of the Iltdjorah, at a place called Ivuytcnn, he 
gained a memorahle and signal victory, over the associated tribes of 
Tanjut, Saljut, Konkuraiit, andJellueir ; notwithstanding the inter- 
vention of a dreadful snow-storm, which they are particuhtrly described 
to have brought uii, throngli the induence of the Sung Yeddah, or la])is 
imbrifer. 

In short, at the expiration of al)out eight years, in wliich he conti- 
nued to s(‘rve with iindiminished feli(‘ity and reputation, in the court 
and armies of Oung-Ivhaun, thes[)!endid advancement, and daily in- 
creasing predominance of Jengueiz, at length excited the jealousy of 
his envious and malignant rivals. A combination was pri\ ately formed 

to effect his destruction ; and it was for tliat purpose insidiously repre- 
sented to the Kha\in,that his illustrious favorite aspired at independent 
power, or at least to obtrude himself into the succession, to the preju- 
dice of the princes ot liis own Idood. But the man \\ ho distinguisiiod 
himself beyond all others, in his (‘xertions to hasten the dcstructioii of 
Jengueiz, was Jainouka, the chief, or prince, of the Jajeraut, His en- 
deavors j>roved, however, for sometime nnsiumessful ; until address- 
ing his applications to Sankoun, or Sankoiim, tlie son of the Kbann, 
that prince was pfu'suaded to associate in Ids liostile designs^ and 
by repeated importunity, ultimately brought his farlier to coiecj b-. 
A particular morning was now fixeil upom l)y OungKlunin, to att u'b 
the person of the obnoxious favorite, when lu- least suspected the d .u- 
guT to wlii(*h he w is exnoscd. But, the very dav before tlie des’_^.\ 
was to bo cariicd into oxecutujiu one ot - ac hostile ciuets happeniiig 'c 
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make it the subject of a conversation with his wife, it was overheard a. II. afiQ-sn. 
by two youths of the name ofl 3 ;ita and Keshlek, who sat without the A. D. iina- i-20‘2. 
tent; and who instantly flew to the camp ofJengueiz, to w'hom they Ilabeib-u»- 
disclosed the circumstances of his danger. Under considerable alarm, 

Jenttueiz entered into consultation wdth his faithful relative Kara- 
tchaur ; and it was determined on the spot to leave their tents standing, 
and to retire immediately, under cover of the night, to a station called 
Kellaltchein ; at thelootofsomc of the hills adjoining to the frontiersof 
Ivhatai, or northern China, there to await the issue. 

In the course of the same night, Oung Khaun approached the en- 
campment ofJengueiz at the head of histroops, and observing the tent.s 
all standing, directed his archers to ply them with their arrows; until 
it was finally discovered that lljeir (juiv'crs v/ere exhausted in vain, 
and that the tents had l>cen previously abandoned by their inmates. 

The Knauu then hasteiied in pursuit of Jenguoi/, whom he attacked 
in his po^t with capial ohstinacy and animosity. The Mogl)nl prince 
continued, liowever, and in spite of tlie vast disparity of his numbers, 
to defend himself until niglit-fall, 'when tlie combat mutually ceased. 

Jengueiz availed himself of the opportunity, and silently withdrew to the 
fountain head, orhtkoof Baljoutah ; where, at the reeommendation oft he 
prudent Ivaratcliaiir, he proceeded to enregister, for future appropriate 
titlesanddignitie' , tlie wholeof his gallant as'^oi'iates in the latcuncaiual 
conflict- Upon the twoyouths in particular, whohad sosea^^onably fore- 
warned him of !iis danger, he conferreal the title of T( rhlian ; expres'»ijy 
ordaining, that their po.st^ndlv for nine generations, ‘-liould he excnijited 
from ail questions for their ofiencu-s, on the part of his sous and succes- 
sors. Trom these descended tie.* wliole of the Terkhauians who sid)- 
se(jucntly appearc‘d, cluring tiie power of tlie monarchs of the liiu's of 
Jeugueizand Teymur, botliin KhoiMssaun and the territoryon theiJxus. 

Trom the iiead of the lake Baljoutah, Jengueiz reniovcal, at a pro[)er 
oppmtuuity, still neartw to the frontiers of ivhatai ; taking post on the 
banks ofa certain river, supposed to be the Karamii ran : the ye How river, 
according to a note in air. Petis de la Croix’s histuuy/^At a suijseipieiit 
period he ha^leucd, however, uith Ins little band of four thcuisand six 
hundred warriors ot tried experience, to the station of Xawerd; iroiii 

Pos:>iI>lv Ft’rah.ii":ih ; ho more piopcilN, the blokkuvtr., 
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whence, for the purpose of amusing, or of layhig his vigilance asleep, 
he dispatched his agents to solicit terms of peace from Oung Khaun. 
In the process of time, however, after a series of hostilities, which must 
havebeen protracted undervarious cTrcumstances, for aperiodof nineor 
ten years, and which, we are here briefly told, produced the utmost de- 
solation through the countrj' of the Keraeit, he brought the army of the 
Khaun to agreat and decisivebattle. Towards the close ofthe conflict, the 
horse of OungKhaun being killed by an arrow,fromthebowofKaratchaur 
Nuyan, that monarch immediately mounted another, and accompa- 
nied by his son Sankoun, made the best of his way from the field of 
battle, to the court of Tavancf Khaun, the monarch ofthe Navmans; bv 
some of whose principal officers, he was shortly afterwards basely put 
to death. His son escaped for the present to the country of Kashghar ; 
to experience, however, at a subsequent period, a similar fate by the 
hand of a chief of the tribe of Khilije, or Guellitch, ofthe name of 
Kellidje Kurrah. 

Having thus finally triumphed over the armies of their sovereign, 
Jengueiz found no further difficulty in subjugating the whole nation 
of the Keraeit ; and he proceeded, in the five hundred and ninety ninth 
of the Hidjerah, being then in the forty ninth year of his age, to seat 
himself, at the station of Thamankohrah,*ou the throneof the Khaunv ; 
and hence boldly displaying the standard of his power, multitudes of the 
Moghul tribes submitted to his authority. This piece of information 
awakened the most inveterate spirit of hostility in I’ayang Khaun, the* 
son of Eynaunje Khaun, the prince, or monarch of the Nay mans ; who 
is here stated to have borne the name of Taubku, until it was changed 
by the Khaun of Khatay, or sovereign of China, into Tayang Khaun, 
alleged to signify, son ofthe Khaun. At all events, he determined to 
employ the resources of a powerful monarchy for the immediate extir- 
pation of the new sovereign ; and for that purpose proceeded to as- 
semble a vast force, dispatching to every quarter of the land' of the 
Moghuls, to demand their co-operation in the design. 

On the other hand, apprized of these formirlable preparations, Jen- 
gueiz hastened to deliberate with Ins sons, and relatives, and principal 
Ameirs, on the means of opposing storm. His half brother ibil- 
' a.>me station piobalfly noiir bi,^ nati\e place of Yeklak. 
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louty, emliraced the opportunity of sugcjestlng to Kiratchaiir, that if 
their sovereign would but march, to anticipate the attack of the enemy 
on his own territory, he would be responsible for the success of the 
measure. Jengueiz immediately subscribed to the plan ; and in the 
middle of the latter Jummaudy of the six hundredth of the Hidjerah* 
conducted his troops, accordingly, to seek the Khaun of theNaymans, 
in the heart of his own dominions. The adverse monarch, who was, at 
the same time, the father in law of Jengueiz, had however already as- 
sembledhis numerous legions, and hastened togive battle to the invader. 
In the dreadful conflict which ensued, he was severely wounded ; and 
withdrawing his person to a pass in one of the neighboring mountains, 
some of his principal generals followed, to intreat that he would re- 
sume his station in the field. But finding him deaf to their arguments, 
they returned withouthim, and precipitated themselves in despair upon 
the troops of Jengueiz ; among whom they'found a speedy and honorable 
death. Vv’^hen night came on, Tayang, with considerable difficulty, de- 
scended to the foot of the pass, and succeeded in conveying himself 
to a place of safety. He died however before the conclusion of the 
year; his son Koushliik escaping to the country of an uncle, ofthe name 
of Binu’uk. 

In the mean time the followers of Jamoukah, who wandered through 
theTartarsolitudes'perpetually harassed by his terrors ofthe vengeance 
of Jengueiz, seized their unhappy lord, and delivered him up to his 
successful rival. For this piece oftreason,and foul ingratitude, the mis- 
creants v/ere, by Jengueiz, deservedly punished with death ; and for 
his malicious calumnies with Oung Ivhaun, and the prince his son 
Jamoukah was himself immediately hacked to pieces. These events 
wcresucceededby theentiresubmission ofall the Moghul tribes, that of 
IMekreit or Merkeit alone excepted, which was under the authority of 
TouktaBeiggy. Againstthatnation, Jengueiz now turned h s ictorious 
arms ; and, having at the very first onset put a period to the power of 
Toukta Beiggy, that prince and his son were also driven for protection 
to the court of Buvruk, the brother ofTayang Khaun ; while their con- 
queror continued his successful career into the country of Tangueit, 
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known als6 by the name of Kashein, which he reduced to subjcctioa 
with his usual celerity. 

By the mouth of Rudjub ofthe six hundred and second of the Hid- 
when the sun should have attained to the mansion of its highest 
sublimity, in aries at the vernal equinox, and w'hen the hills and plains ^ 
should have arrayed themselves in nature’s loveliest robe, Jengueiz 
had given directions to prepare for a Kouriltai, or general diet of the 
states of the empire, so called by theTartars. A prodigious concourse, 
consisting of his sons, and generals, and ofthe majority of the higher, 
with many ofthe lower classes from all parts of the Moghul territory, 
assembled accordingly, at the appointed period, at the imperial residence. 
On this occasion, Jengueiz, having caused the great white standard of 
nine dcgrees(or tails) to be erected, presented himself on a magnificent 
throne under the shadow of it, and proceeded to extend to every rank 
of his admiring subjects, the most liberal proofs of his munificence, 
lie was saluted by an universalburst ofacclam ationaud applause, from 
the whole of the nobility and grandees of the empire ; not an individual 
otthe va&t assernhly oinitt iiig, at the same time, toofFer before the throne 
some token of allegiance, togi thcr w ith lus vows for the prosperity 
and happiness ot the monarch. In the midst of this tumultuous 
agitation of zeal and joy, a MoghCil devotee, or enthusiast, geueraliy 
known by the appellation of But-tongiy, but whose real name was 
Ivouktchu, claimed the attention ot the assembly ; and addrcssin<^ the 
monarch on the throne, who had hitherto retained his original name of 
Temutchin, expressed himself briefly in these terms ; “ by the myster- 
“ ions authority which I possess, on Temutchiin on his sons, and on 

his kindred, have I bestowed the whole surface ofthe globe ; bence- 
‘‘ forth therefore, no longer Temutchin, thy xiamcheJaigiuizKhaun/'’' 
The title is here expressly said to signify, Shahshiihau — kingof kings ; 
and it w'as immediately confirmed by a general acclamation of the 
assembly. 

Among otner artifices, by which this enthusiast endeavored to impose 
upon the understandingofmankind, he pretended to possess the secret 
ot oi\ ing into their inmost tnouglits ; that he had, on severai occasions,. 


^ March A. D. 12CG. 
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ascended to the skies; and that he spoke from the snpv^rnatural knowledge 
acquired in his visits among the stars in their constellations. But, 
although sufficiently aware of the grossness of the imposition, Jen- 
giieiz did not on that day conceive it expedient either to check, or 
molest the proceedings of the impostor. Some time afterwards, Iiow- 
ever, the same But- tongry discovering certain symptoms of an aspiring 
ambition, which ill beoamethe sanctity which he professed, and obtrud- 
ii]g upon Jujy Ivessaiir, the brother of Jengueiz, some inquiries of a 
nature beyond lus proper concern, that chief, without ceremony, seized 
him by the throat, and dashed him with suchviolenceagainst the earth, 
that he never rose, or spoke again. It is moreover added, on the tes- 
timony of the Jammia-ul-towaurikh, that this But, or perhaps Bulid- 
tongry was-bya second husband, the son of Oulun Aykah, the widowof 
Bey^inka Bahauder, and mother of the immortal Jengueiz ; that he 
had rendered himself equally insensible to the effects of heat and cold ; 
and that he was thus caj)ableof sitting naked without apparent incon- 
venience in the midst of ice and snow; and, finally, that he had fixed 
his abode on a solitary mountain called Outan karvan, and that he 
disdained to solicit the means of existence from any human being. 

On the dissolution of the Koiiriltai, at which he may have promul- 
gated the Yaiissa, or code of laws, detailed in tlie 6th chapter of Petis 
de la Croix’s respectable history, Jengueiz hastened to carry his designs 
into execution, against Biiyrouk, the brother of rayanglvhaun ; whom 
he suddenly attacked, defeated, and killed, on the plains, or hunting 
grounds of Clugh, or Alughtauk. Kousliluk, the nejihew of the van- 
quished monarch, in company with Toukta Beiggy, the Khauu of the 
]\It‘kreit, betook himself to flight on the tall of his relative. The fii- 
gitives were, however, pursued, and ovGrtak(ail>yJenguc*iz, at Crueish, 
(not the Irtish) where Toiikt i Beiggy was killed ; but Ko isaluk again 
contrived to escape, and claim the protection of (iCirkhauu, a mon- 
arch of whom more hereafter; and it was at this conjuncture tiiat the 
prince of Eyghur, wlio bore the title of Eidvkont. the lord ot power, 
or ruling prince, impress( d by the reports which c iUtiii lallv readied 
him, oflhe iiiviiiciblcprowess and surpassmginagniricence of Jengueiz, 
suiUU'nh tlir^nv off the lU’nority of flarkh inn ; an i h istened to join, 
and solicit an alliance with the hioghul monarch, who received him 
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with distinguished kindness, and ultimately bestowed upon him, one 
of his daughters in marriage. 

The animosities which had so frequently broke out between the 
Khaugans of the Moghul tribes, and the monarchs ofKhatai, ornorth- 
ern China,* although composed by temporary cessation, were never- 
theless in a state of perpetual effervescence ; and now that, in the 
oriental strain, his armies might be said to out-number the drops in 
rain, Jengueiz considered, perhaps, that they could not be better em- 
ployed than in avenging the wrongs of his country by the subjugation 
of that powerful monarchy. This enterprize he therefore determined 
to undertake without further delay ; but, he first ofall thought it expe- 
dient to dispatch one ofhis oldest officers, of the name ofJaufferKhaujah, 
equally distinguished for his commanding eloquence and sagacity of 
mind, to convey to Altan, or Altiiu Khaun, whicli appears at hV.s pe- 
riod to have been a title generally borne by the Chinese emperors, a 
formal demand of allegiance and tribute. The Khatayan monarch is 
described to have received the message with equal indignation, and 
disdain. He desired that it might be made known to the arrosaut 
and haughty Jengiu iz, that the dominions over which begoverned, had 
hitherto nevei been polluted by the footsteps of a foreign adversary ; 
that it behoved him to make an estimate wddely different, between the 
monarch o^a powerful empire, and the uncivilized and undisciplined 
Moghuls, against whom his enterprizes had hitherto been solely di- 
rected ; and he admonished him to beware of drawing upon himself, a 
train of calamities and vengeance, of which it was impossible that he 
could form the slightest conception. But, ifiu spite of every suggestion 
of prudence, he was still determined to tempt his fate, by approaching 
the provinces under his authority, he should infallibly experience to his 
cost, what a numerous, and victorious soldiery was capable of achieving. 

AVheu the obvious result of his embassy had been communicated, by 
-Taiiffer Khanjah, to Jengueiz, that monarch, as appears to have been 
Ills practice on all extraordinary occasions, ascended a lofty eminence ; 
and there loosing the girdle from Jiis rvaist, and casting it round his 

” Khattii is tho name applied, ivitli great apparent propriety, by De la Croix, to the 
oil northern pvo'> nices of China ; as that of Mangi, quere Matehciii, is to the nine soutlieia 
proviiicf'?. 
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neck,’ in the humblest terms implored the Almighty to crown’his efforts 
with victory. He remained on the same spot, engaged in supplication 
for several days and nights ; but descending at last to resume the func- 
tions of his power, and having set apart a body of troops for the 
defence of the Ourdu, or principal seat of government at Karakorum, 
he finally proceeded at the head of the main body of the army, towards 
the Khatayan territory. Soon afterwards penetrating the frontier of 
the empire,* he subdued with surprising rapidity the country of Jour- 
anjet, containing, as it is said, the incredible population of seventy- 
thousand tomaiins, of ten thousand each (the foriuer would make 
seven hundred millions, the latter the rather more moderate aggregate 
ofseventy millions) ; and he added to his conquests by the reduction of 
many other great and flourishing cities. 

Altan Khaun, on intelligence of this formidable invasion, with an 
army such as, for multitude, the blue firmament with its thousand eyes, 
had hitherto never before contemplated, now advanced from the me- 
tropolis of Tchengdu, orTchengtu (for it would be difficult to give, 
from the original, the precise orthography of this and many other 
Chinese and Tartar names wdiich occur in the history)-]* and took post 
at the head of one of the passes of his country. He detached, how- 
ever, some of his generals with a force sufficiently numerous more in 
advance ; both to observe the frontiersof the province, and, as opportu- 
nity occurred, to harass and annoy the Moghuls,. The div'isioii thus 
employed receivingunexpected information, that Jengueiz, after forc- 
ing one of the cities in the neighborhood, was at this moment engaged 
without suspicion of danger, individing the booty, the Chineseo-cnerals 
conceived it to he one of the op]>ortuuities, of which they had been 
instructed to avail themselves; and they hastened by as expeditions a 
movement as possible to take the enemy by surprise. They were so far 
successful, as to come upon the Moghuls while tliey were preparing 
one of their meals : hut the ever-active Jengueiz, mounting his horse 
in person on the first alarm, and directing his soldiers to reverse their 

ii Croix states, that the great gate 'n the Chinese wall, the Sccid e-Yajuje of the 
.Arabs, was Lr^rajeii to him by Vlacou^, the Khaun of Ankout. The wall is not even men- 
Jioneti b\ our aiitltor v.ifcli seems raiiter cxtracrilinarv. It is, however, to be observed 
iliat .Irankd '. ia the u-iuie a'.-igr.etl b;, som-e writers to tile same wall. 

1 It will be f(ju.)<l, in a sal,M'';aeiit pari v.f the work, that this eify lay something to the 
northward < f the moconiiuetiopolis of Ki;auii-baai;li, or Cambahi, or Pekin. 
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cooking utensils and take to their -swords, immediately assailed thc^ 
Khatayan troops ; who gave way at the very first onset, and were -de- 
feated with extensive loss. 

In the great battle which was soon afterwards fought between Jen- 
giieiz, and the Khatayan monarch ‘ in person, the Moghuls were as 
usual triumphant; Allan Khaun flying in dismay to his ca])ital, whi- 
drer he was immediately pursued by his conrpieror. In this extre- 
mity, the Khatayan deli berated with his ministers and principal generals, 
the names of three of Avhom, Kiouking, Dioungshab, andTclieingsang, 
unequivocally bespeak their Chinese identity, as to the measures 
M^hich he should adopt to repel the danger. Tcheingsang declared for 
a tem{)orary accommodation with the invader; and that, if he could 
be prevailed upon to withdraw to his own country, means might easily, 
be devised to repair the losses, of whatever magnitude, sustained by 
the invasion. This plan met with the approbation of Altan Khaun i 
by whom an embassy was immediately dispatched to open a negocia- 
tion for peace with Jengueiz, and to make him an offer of his daughter 
Kebkhur, orKenjur, (the Kubcou Catune, or Kliatun, of l)e la Croix,) 
for h is bride. The Moghul monarch, from some motive, of present 
convenience, agreed to a treaty of peace; anil, accompanied by the 
Chinese princess, soon afterwards withdrew to his own territories. 
Altan Khaun is stated upon this to have consigned the government 
ofTchengdu, and that part of his dominions, to oneof th^? princes his 
sons, aided by a council of some of the most distinguished Ameirs of 
the empire, and to have retired himselfto Tayming; a noble city, which 
liud beenerectedby hisfather, and which, in loftiness and extent, seemed 
to rival the stupendous vault of heaven. On the authority of the Jam- 
mia-rashidy, and of the preliminary to the zufliirnamah of the Yezdian, 
we are further informed that this was a city of forty farsangs, or leagues, 
in circumference ; that it was defended by three prodigious ramparts ; 
and that it was waslmcl on one side by a vast river, ofsuch a breadth 
indeed, that it occupied an entire day, with the utmost exertion, in 
the vessels which navigated the stream, to cross it and return from 
one bank to the otic i\ It is, moreover, stated to have been supplied, 
in equal abundance, with ail the fruits indigenous to both warm and 
cold ciunateSc 
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On the removal of Altan Kh'aun, however, to a remoter part of his 
dominions, that which he seems to have abandoned soon became a 
prey to the most alarming disturbances and disaffection ; great numbers 
of the military chiefs, with their followers, displaying at the same time 
the standard of insurrection and revolt, and disseminating the baneful' 
influenceoftheir disloyalty and treason, throughout the whole of north- 
ern China. Thus circumstanced, the son of the Khaun found himself 
constrained to resign the government of Tchengdu to its fate, and he 
withdrew from the surrounding convulsions, to join the person of his 
father; and intelligence of the forsaken situation of the metropolis of 
Khatui, being early conveyed to Jengueiz, by the agentof Aboukah the 
governor of Jurjah, supposed to be the peninsula of Corea, together 
with assurances of his master’s allegiance and attachment, Mangu, and 
Samoukah, two Aineirs,or commanders of tomauns, were immediately 
aj>pointed, at the head of a competent force, to resume on the part of 
the Mogluil monarch, the conquest of the country^ south of the wall 
0t China. 

These two generals appeared in due time before Tchengdu, of which 
they immediately formed the siege ; and it employed their exertions and 
vigilance to a protracted period, until, indeed, the resources of thegarrison 
became entirely exhausted. In this extremity, the besieged ventured 
t.o ai)j)rize their sovereign, in his new capital, of the situation to which 
t-hev had been reduced ; and a numerous convoy under the direction 
ofachief oftlie name of i’outekshai, and three other Ameirs, was dis- 
patched with all expedition to their relief; each of the soldiers and 
followers carry ing three measures ofgraiuv for the supply of thegarrisou. 
When it reached a place called Seyiiini^, or some such name, the con- 
voy was however intercepted by a body ot the Jen^iieizian troops; 
who suflered the escort to pass, hut took care to disencumber them of 
the invaluable supply for the Q:aiTison, of which they were in cliarge. 
]n de.spair at the circulation oi this disastrous intolli^cnce among their 
Ibilowers, two of the Ciiinese commanders, Kiou Keimr^ and rchein^- 
Sana', destroyed themselves by poison ; the others efiected their escape 
to Tax miuu ; aiui thes c rcumstancc s xverc followed by the immediate 
subiiiissioii of the capitalj and the xvlioleof the Khatayau terntory, 
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On intelli^nceofthis prodigious acquisition, anofTieerof the name 
of Konkii Nuyan proceeded by order of Jengueiz, to Tcbengdd, tocon- 
vey to Karakovura the long accumulated treasures of the Khatayan 
monarch; which, in specie beyond all estimate of numbers, and in costly' 
effects without measure, together with the individual, who as treasurer 
had been formerly vested with the inestimable charge, were now trans- 
ported entire to the presence of Jengueiz ; by whom, with his charac- 
teristic liberality^ the whole was immediately distributed on the spot, 
to his armies. The subjugation of Khatay appears to have been com- 
pleted in the six hundred and tenth, or eleventh of the Hidjerah ; soon 
after which, returning from the frontier of his new conquests to his own 
capital, the Moghul monarch consigned the final settlement of the 
conquered countries, to Moghuly Guy-ang of the tribe of Jcilaeir. 

Having enjoyed a short interval of repose, the attention of Jengueiz 
was next employed to carry into execution the design, which he had 
probably for some time had in view, of extinguishing the rival ambi- 
tion of Koushluk,princeof the Xavmans, and of subjugating the Karak- 
hatayan nation with whom he had taken refuge. Before he proceeds, 
however, to record the events of this expedition, the author supplies 
us with the following curtailed account of the people who were tlie 
ultimate object of it. A short time previous to the period under con- 
sideration, the Karak htaymns were governed by the last ofa line of princes, 
to whom, for reasons similar to those which had bestowed upon tha 
monarchs of Northern China that of Altan Ivhaun, they assigned the 
general titleofGfir Khaun.Theirancestors were indeed genuine Kh^tay- 
ansofthemostdistinguishedclass; eighty individuals ofvvhom, together 
with their kindred and dependents, comprising in the whole a numer- 
ous population, some time previous to the birth of Jengueiz, had einier ti- 
ed from their native country, andappeared on the confines ofKerkeir, or 
Crequir, north of the peninsula of Corea; but meeting with opposition 
from the inhabitants of Kerkeir, they passed thence to the territory of 
Eymil, wherethey erected aconsiderablecity. Thisbecametheresortof 
the most vvailike of the Tartar tribes; of whom a colony of four thous- 
and families was induced not long afterwards, to settle in the vicinity. 

At this particular period the city of Balasaughun, called by the 
Moghuls, Aghu or Oghubauligh— the city of beauty, or the beautiful 
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city, was governed by n Kliaun of the race of Afrausiab ; whose weak- 
ness exposing him to the cupidity of the neighboring tribes, the fron- 
tiers of his country were perpetually plundered and laidw^aste, and in 
particular, by the Kereik and Kankuly Tartars, To relieve himself 
from these repeated aggressions, the prince of Balasaughun determined 
to call in the assistance of the chief of the Karakhatayans, who had 
already assumed the titlcof Gurkhaun ; and whom heaccordingly soli- 
cited, through his agent, to come and put himself in possession of 
Balasaughun, and avenge his injuries on the predatory and hostile tribes. 
The Gurkhaun did not require much solicitation ; he hastened to Bala 
saughun, divested the imbecile prince of his hereditary authority, and 
transferred it to himself, with the title of Ey lek Turkman or, more pro- 
bably, TArkan. He then directed his resources to the subjugation of 
all the tribes that might prove hostile to his government; after wdiicb, 
he further extended his conquests by the reduction of Kashghar and 
Khoten southwards, and, ultimately, by the submission ofseveralofthe 
petty princes of Mawur-un-neher and Ferghanah, w estward to the 
Oxus, It w'as the same monarch w ho opposed, and defeated Sultan 
Sunjurof the race of Scljuk, about the five hundred and thirty sixth 
of the Ilidjerah, as noticed on a former occasion. 

On the death of this able monarch, his authority appears to have 
devolved to his wddow whose name w^as Gii3xmg, or Kuloun, for it is 
written both wavs in the same line ; and she w as cheerfully o!>e\"ed 
b}" the nation, so long as she continued to deport herself as a chaste 
and virtuous matron. But the moment she suffered herself to be led 
awa\^ by her voluptuous propensities, the Karakhatayans did not scru- 
ple to cut her off, together with the associate of her pleasures ; and to 
transfer the authority and title of Gurkhaun, to the^brother of their late 
sovereign. 

Between the second of theGurkhauns, and the kings of Khaurezm, 
occurred those transactions of alternate peace and war recorded in a 
former page ; and it w as to him that Koushluk the prince of the Nay- 
mans fled for protection, on the death of his uncle Bu^Tuk Khaun, and 
the fall ofToukta Boggy; and thekindand hospitable reception which 
the fugitive experienced on the pccasion, was succeeded by an union 
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with the daughter of the Karakhatayan. All which was but ill-requited 
in the sequel. 

While Jengueiz w'as absenton his expedition against Khatai,Kt>ush- 
luk availed himself of the opportunity to represent to his father in law, 
that his hereditary subjects, the Naymans,hadbeen left toolong to wan- 
der, like sheep without their shepherd ; and that if the proposal met 
with his approbation, the friend on whom he had conferred such lasting 
obligations, would now undertake to collect them together, and con- 
duct them to the service of his benefactor. The Gurkhaun too easily 
and imprudently acceded to the insidious proposal ; and immediately 
dismissed the Nayman, loaded with distinction and favor, to carry his 
design into execution, Koushluk conveyed himself without accident 
to the country of his birth, and was joined, as soon as his arrival be- 
came known, by the whole force of the Xayman tribes; and not long 
afterwards by the prince of the Mekreit, who embraced the opportu- 
nity of repairing to his standard. Finding himself at the head of a 
powerful army, instead of avenging himself on the adversaries of his 
family, Kouslduk, in violation of every tie of friendship and hospita- 
lity, proceeded without scruple, to plunder and lay waste the terri- 
tory of his father in law. And, as if detenniiicd to ensure the destruc- 
tion of his benefactor beyond tlie possibility of failure, he dispatched 
to Sultan Wahomined the Khaurezinian, the message described in a 
former chapter ; inviting himtoattajck the Kai'akhatayan from the west- 
ward wh'lc he continued hostilities against him from the east : and 
stipulating, as already observed, that if the Khaurezmian was foremost 
in his successtnlexcrtions todestroy the power of the common enemy, 
he should compensate himself by taking possession of Kashghar an J 
Khoten; on the other hand, ifsuccess first dawned on the arms oftlie 
Nayman, Siil tan Mahommedsliould cede to him the whole of the country 
westward of Turkestaun, to the Seyhun. or rivm of Finauket. 

In conformity with tiie plan of operations tlius proposed, tlie Karakha,- 
tayan tound himself shortly afterwards exposed to two formidable 
attacks on opposite quarters of his dominions. Tlie Xavman, who pressed 
totlie scene of action heforeliis ally, was, however, defeated ; after which 
.srmcceded the battle between Guikliaun and the Khaurezmian, already 
referred to ; m w bich either wing of the contending tumics having beou; 
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beaten, either through the treachery or misconduct of the sep^hhud, or A. 11. eio-lt. 
commander, of the Kabudjamahgan, or blues, on the side of Sultan A. D. i->i4- l5. 
Mahommed, both ultimately separated Avithout claiming the Adetory. tluln.-ib u^- 
Ikit, on returning to his capital of Balasauglinn on this occasion, the 
inhabitants tired of the yoke of the Karakhatayans, and expecting that 
the Khaurezmians were in close pursuit, at once shut their gates in the 
face of the Gurkhaun ; and proceeded to assail liis person with darts 
and stones, and every species of annoyance that the most determined 
hostility could have devised. The monarch prepared without delav to 
reduce them to their allegiance ; and at the expiration ofsixteen days, 
succeeded in carrying the place by assault, and to signalize his vengevince, 
immediately gave orders for a general massacre of the inhabitants. In 
consequence of this, during three days and three nights, for which the 
slaughter was continued, forty seven thousand of the most distinguished 
individuals in Balasaughun, were put to the sword. 

Such were the circumstances of the Khatayan monarch, when, his 
treasury being entirely emptied by the expences of the war, an opu- 
lent courtier, apprehensive of a claim upon his own wealth, suggested 
to him the expedient of calling upon his officers, as an equivalent for 
his disbursements, to deposit the pliKider, wiiich they had amassed 
during the campaign, in the hands of the treasurer of state. To this 
unpopular measure tlicGurkhaun unfortunatelv gave his a^s nit; and it 
hastened the crisis of his destruction. II is captains, obtaining intelli- 
gence of what was in agitation, alternately withdrew from court under 
various pretexts, and excited, in different quarters, a g^nieral spirit of 
disaffection, and revolt against his governm nit. The Xayman prince, 

Koiishluk, hastened to avail himself of the general discontent ; and 
like a sudden and unexpected calamity appeared, at the head of his 
followers, within the walls of Balasaughun, of which he became imme- 
diately master ; the aged monarch, deprived of friends and resources* 
presenting himself, in a postureof silent and humble resignation, before 
the throne of his ungrateful betrayer. Affecting, however, to be 
shocked at this public and striking proof of the inconstanev of fortune, 

Koushluk caused him, in appi'arance, to be treated with respect and 
tenderness ; although he seized, without ceremony, on every aiticle of 
his property, whether treasure or cattle, moveable or immoveable. 
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Gi^rkliaun survived his degradation for a period of two years ; at fhe 
end of which, and at the advanced age of ninety five he died, after an 
alleged reign of eighty two years. This appears however to be an in- 
consistency ; and probably refers to the entire duration of the existence 
of this dinasty, which expired with hirn. 

Having thus attained the climax of his usurpations, Koushluk pro- 
ceeded in a short time to extend his dominion to the countries of 
Almauligh,* Kashghar, and Khoteii,'|* signalizing his government by 
every species of oppression, rapacity, and violence. In his religion he 
is described as a rank and inveterate idolater, while his consort profes- 
sed the doctrines of the Messiah. Hence the malignity, with which 
they are both accused of having persecuted the advocates of the Ma- 
hommedan dispensation. The memory of Koushluk was hovvever 
rendered particularly odious, because he condemned a distinguished 
Mussulman doctor, of the name of Alla-ud-dein Mahouimed-ul-Hus- 
seny, to be crucified at the door of his own college, for having success- 
fully vindicated the tenets of his belief, and retorted upon the tyrant 
the abuse with which he had presumed to treat the name of his pro- 
phet: a circumstance which, at the same time, might inspire some doubt 
as to the justice of that obloquy, to which the historian seems disposed 
to consign the memory of tliis prince, and his consort. 

In the mean time, his ally the prince of Mekreit, or Mcrkeit, on some 
disgust, separated from the Nayman, and retired among the tribes of 
Keptchauk ; and Jengueiz, apprized of the sudden and unexpected 
accession to power of Koushluk, hastened to adopt those measures 
whichmightmosteffectuallybring ittoa termination. Jubbah,orIIub- 
baliNuyauJ with several tomauns, was immediately directed to march 
westward, in order to disconcert the designs of the successful fugitive. 

Koushluk wasattluspcriodemployedinthetcrritoryofKashghar; which 

he howevmr abandoned, the moment he found that the Moghul general 
w as arrived on the frontier. Hubbah Nuyan was accordingly suffered 

* Said to be in \he same decree with Ka^hirliar, 44 north 
tin 42 degrees of uortb latitude. 

:^Tbis name is pointed Jubbali, thnnigdiout the niumiscript; but as it is la most EurCK 
MHtius laid down as Hubbub, vse sliuli abide by the latter. 
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to take possession of Kashgh^r* without the slightest resistance ; and 
he caused it to be immediately proclaimed through the streets, and 
market-places, that every person should quietly adhere to the religion 
of his forefathers, without presuming to molest or interfere with that 
of his neighbours ; but that the followers of Koushluk were to be put 
to death M^herever they were to be found. The Mahommedans were 
thus relieved from the persecution of their odious oppressors ; and a 
division of the Moghul troops proceedinginpursuitofKoushluk, cut to 
pieces every living being, of the Nayman nation, that fell in their way. 
The prince escaped, however, into the mountainous region of Badukh- 
shaun : betaking himself, in the perplexity of his fears, to the deep glen, 
or pass, of Saureg-koul, to which there was, unfortunately for him, no 
opposite egress. Some hunters who frequented these mountains in 
pursuit of game, wmre easily engaged by the INIoghuls, on a promise 
that the lives of the captives should be spared, to seize and deliver up 
tothem,theNaymans who wereflying from their vengeance. Koushluk, 
aTidhisrcmaining followers were accordinglysurroundedby the hunters, 
and soon afterwards taken and consigned to the mercy- of their pur- 
suers; by whom the head of the Nayman prince was instantly struck off, 
and conveyed to their general. 

Subsequent to these events, according to our author, Jujy,^ or 
Tchutchy, or Tushy Khaun, as he is frequently denominated, the- 
eldest of the sons of Jengueiz, was employed in Keptchek, or Kep- 
tchauk, to extinguish the last surviving spark of Tartar independence,, 
in the prince of Mekreit, Tukeina, or Yukeina, or Tufikaun, (such is 
the uncertainty of the manuscript) the successor of Toukta Beggy, 
who bad retreated into that country, on his sep-aration from the prince 
of the Naymans ; and there his career, together with the destiny of his 
nation, was early decided, by the exertions of the Moghul prince, who 
then returned to join his father. 

In liic 44th (Ies;ree of latitude, and ‘2ii(J of longitude, ca.st of Greenwich. M. Slianen- 
feldt, lujitei of the ceremonies to the king of Sweden, being at Paris in 1()81, assured Mr. 
Petis de la Croix, that be had road in the ancient annals of Sweden, tliat the Swedes took 
their original flow Kashghar. Vide history of Gengliizcau the great, p. 116, in the note.-. 

+ Born -.vlien ius fatlier was in the fifteenth year of his age : the natue signifies, hapjtily 
arrireil. Mde lit la Ci ti.s s history of Gonghizean, 
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A. H. 012 - 15 . Being at leisure from his conquests, and having amply satiated hi» 
A. D. 1216 -U 3 . vengeanceon his enemies, in theeastern and northern part of the Asiatic 
Habeib-us- ^xintiiient, Jengueiz now finally resolved on his expedition against the 
dominions of Sultan Mahommed of Khaurezm; from whom, in the 
murder of the defenceless merchants, and subsequently of hisembassa- 
dors, atOtraur,as formerly described, he had received the mostwanton^ 
and atrocious provocation. Before we conduct him, however, on 
his memorable and sanguinary career, it may be useful to insert, from 
de la Croix’s history, a sketch of the state of Asia, at the period of this 
fearful irruption. 

“ The Indians,” adverting to the nations of Ilindiistaun, “ were go- 
verned by many kings, the most powerful of whom was the king of 
“ the Batans (at Dehly). The southern China, which was called 
“ Mangi, had its particular monarch ; and the northern, that is to say 
“ Cathai/, was under the Moguls, as were also both the Tartarifs, the 
“ east and north, with a great part of the west, and oi Tnrqnesfan. The 
“ Sultan Mehemed possessed also several parts ot' Tni-quisfaim, and 
“ all Transoxwua ; besides which he was master of the best part of 
“ the empire oi Persia, called by the Persians /run .• and all the Coras- 
sane, all the trontiersof India, the country of the which was 

“ called Azerhijana, and the Persian Hircania, otherwise called Irac 
“ Ageini, were dependent upon him. The ancient Persia called Pars, 
“ot which Schiraz WAS the capital, and several other provinces, liv'ed 
“ under his government. In a word, the sovereigns of the ancient em- 
“ pires of Persia, and the MedesAnd Parlhians, were almost all become 
♦^subject to him, and paid him tribute. 

“ Georgia and the countries adjacent had their own particular princes 
“ who were independent. As for the great Armenia, its king paid tri- 
bute to the king of Carizmc. The Calitf iSasscr reigned in Bagdad, 
o\er ChaldLa. otherwise called Irac Arahij^ ov^er a part ofJ/c5oy^o- 
tamia^ the three Arahia^^ and some other countries oi Persia. The 
Auibcqmtc princes ol Mouse! improjierly called Ninivehy the des- 
cendants ot the ^reat ISouraidiu prince of Syria, possessed almost 
all Che rest ot Mesopolamia ; but the ci vil wars caused by the mino- 
rit\ oi I\ as^creddin and by ambition held tliese princes inarms one 
agiUU'st another, At this time the successors of Saladin were also 
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very powerful, one part of Sj'ria had submitted to them, and Egypt A. H. fli5. 
** acknowledged them for sovereigns. 

“ The Sultans of Iconia of the third branch of the Seljukides, go- 
“ veined in Asia minor, or Anatolia, which the orientals call Bilad- 
“ erroum , that is the country of the new Romans ; Azzeddin Keicaous 
“ reigned there. The sceptre of the empire of Constantinople, which 
“ as yet bore sway in some parts of Asia, was at this time in the hands 
“ of the French, who had made themselves masters of it, A. D. 1203. 

“ Heg. 601. 

“The Christian affairs in were at thisfimeinavery ill posture; 

“ they had lost the city and kingdom of Jerusalem, which, with many 
•“others, were taken from them by Saiadin A. D. 1187 — Heg, 583. 

“ and there remained in their hands but some few places, as the city of 
Acre or Ptolemais which Philip Augustus king of France, aided by 
*'• Richard king of England had conquered, according to the account of 
“ William oiTyre, in 1191 orl 19?. As also the city ofTi/r us, Casarea, 

“ and Tripoly in Syria. This was pretty near the state of affairs in Asia 
“at the time of the Moghuls irruption in 1218 and 1219. While Lewis 
“^the son of Philip Augustus, according to Calvisius, was employed 
“ against the Albigenses*’^ History of Gcnghizcan the great, p, p. 

156, 157. 


* Henrj Illd was king of England. 


dfs 0 



m 


CHAP. 


XT. 


A. H. 015-17. OME time in the six hundred and fifteenth of the Hidjerah, Ids 
A. D. UI8 20 . |^^.^.^J^^gglJeingasscmhled,andhis preparations complete, Jengueizset 

lial)<il)-u3- countless myriads in motion westward, for the territory on the 
seyr. ^ 

banks of the Jeyhun;hy a route which, together with the period con« 
sumed in the march, the author has entirely omitted to determine. On 
his arrival, however, in the neighborhood of Otraur* on the banks of 
theSeyhun,or Jaxartcs,in the forty-fourth degree of latitude, and about 
the sixty third of longitude, he consigned the siege of that place to 
his second and third sons, Tcheghatay, and Ouktay ; and detaching 
his eldest son, Jiijy, towards Jiind on the one hand, and Alak Nu\'an, 
towards Finauket, and Khojend on the other, he proceeded himself, 
accompanied by his fourth and favorite son, Tuly Khaiijah, by the 
orientals entitled, by way ofeminence, UlughNuyan — the great Ameir^ 
on the way towards Bokhara. 

Appearing unexpectedly before the walls of Zarbouk, or Zarnuk, 
the inhabitants v^entured to shut their gates against him, with the 
generous design of defending themselves, while they had arms in their 
hands ; but being dissuaded trom their purpose, l)y the intervention 
and arguments of a Mahommedan chief in the service of Jeno-ueiz. 
T\'hose name was Daneshmund, they ultimately forbore hostilities, and 
ere admitted to some species otcapitulation bv the ^loghul coiic|ueror. 
Their walls were however levelled w ith the ground, and their young men 
compelled to attend the army : which now proceeded to Nur, a city 
between Samaikand and Bokhara, w hich submitted on similar terms. 
But, in this instance, the inhabitants w ere sternly admonished, for the 
future, to confine themselves to less puilous, and humbler habits of 
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fife — ^fo the employments of husbandry, and the care of their flocks and 
herds ; for that their dwellings and all they contained, were to be im- 
mediately resigned to spoliation. They were not in a condition to 
resist; and all that belonged to them became, accordingly, the prey of 
the Moghuls, Jengueiz now proceeded without obstacle to Bokhara', 
in the neighborhood of which he is here said to have encamped, in the 
early part of the six hundred and fourteenth of the Hidjerah. In the 
summary prefixed to his reign by the author, he is however stated to 
have quitted Karakorum in the 6l5th, and to have reached Bokhara in 
the commencement of the 6l7th of the Hidjerah ; to this latter date 
we shall take the liberty of adheiing. 

This celebrated city, lying, according to de la Croix, in the fortieth 
degree of north latitude, and about a day's journey north-east of the 
Oxus, is alleged to derive its name from a similar word, signifying in 
the language of the INIagians, or ancient Persians, the mart, or empo- 
rium of the sciences ; and it is, indeed, at the period under consider- 
ation, described to have been the resort of science, learning, and ge- 
nius, froineveryquarterof theoriental world. But,whateveritssplen(lor 
and renown, it was now destined, like the gem in his signet, to be on 
all sides enclosed by the countless host of .Tengneiz. Nevertheless, 
on the very first night of its investiture, the Khaurezmian garrison, to 
the number of twenty or thirty thousand, under three of their generals, 
attempted to surprise the camp of the Moghuls. But as the guards 
of the besiegers, like the unsluinbering fortune of their sovereign, were 
ever on the watch, the design was frustrated, and the great(3r part of 
those employed to carry it into execution, cut to pieces. The ensu- 
ing day, divesting themselves of all idea of further resistance, the prin- 
cipal inhabitants of Bokhara threw open the gates, and in all tlieir 
classes, proceeded to implore the mercy of Jengueiz. 

Imiriediately mounting his horse, the Moghul monarch now entered 
the devoted city ; and approaching tlie principal mosque, struck with 
its splendid appearance, demanded, if that was the [lalace of tlie Sultan. 
Bi iiig answered in the negative, and that it was, on the contrarv. an 
edifice consecrated to tlie worship of the supreme God, he introduced 
liimsi li'. niwertheless, mounted as he was, into the interior of tlie Iniild- 
:ng; and proceeded without checking the reins ot his bridle, until he 
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A. <? 17 . came to the meksurah, or more sacred part. Here he dismounted, and 

A. D. 1-2-20. ascendingthe steps of the mumber, or pulpit, there seated himself with 

Iiabeil>-us- the Utmost unconcern, cooly giv'ing orders to his soldiers. The most 
essential of these was, since the adjacent plains were entirely destitute 
of forage of every description, that they were not to lose a moment, to 
secure provender for their horses. The Moghuls proceeded, accord- 
•ingly, to throw open the doors of the magazines and granaries. 
.They scattered abroad the sacred sections oftheKorJm, from the cof- 
fers in which they were deposited, and applied them, instead of straw, 
as litter for their horses ; and after this, they compelled the venerable 
Sheikhs, and doctors of the law of Mahommed, to hold their chargers 
by thebridle, while they proceeded to circulate the goblet, and to divert 
themselves with the barbarous strains of their Moglull music. 

In the mean time, Jengueiz repaired at his leisure to^ the Eidghh, (th£ 
edihce generally erected without the walls of the town for the cele- 
bration of the principal festivals) where he had directed the whole 
population of Bokhara to be assembled to receive Ids commands. As- 
cending the tribunal, he first addressed himself in prayer to, the most 
high ; after which, having expressed himself un terms of severe re- 
proach against the Sultan of Ivhaurezm, he thus concluded. “Men 
“ of Bokhara! you have been guilty of enormous crimes ; hence the 
“ wrath of God, of whose vengeance I am the instrument, hath em.ploy- 
“ ed me against you. Of all the property of this city that is visible, 
“ it would be needless to require an account. That which I demand 
“ is the unreserved, and immediate surrenderofall that lies concealed.’^ 
The opulent inhabitants hastened, in consequence, to place at the dis- 
cretion of their conquerors, the wholeof their treasures, and effects of 
every denomination ; which were taken possession of without abate- 
ment, and yet without the application of the torture in any instance 
to force a discovery. But, an order having been emly issued by Jen- 
gueiz, that the adherents of the king of Khaurezm should be entirely 
expelled the city ; and it being- unhappily discovered that many per- 
sons of this description had found protection with the inhabitants, the 
indignation of the vindictive monarch was awakened, and he directed 
^ the town to be immediately set on fire. Thus, the buildings being in 
general cased or covered with wood, in the course of a single day, this- 
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noble and celebrated city was consumed to ashes; nothing indeed es- 
caping the conflagration, but the cathedra],^or principal mosque, and 
such of the public edifices as were constructed of burnt brick. The 
W’arlike youth of the town were then commanded to attack the citadel, 
W'hichstillheldoutfortheKhaurezmian ; and thisbeingalsoafteraconsi- 
derable resistance, ultimately reduced, every individual who had borne 
arms in its defence, was put to the sword, and the women and children 
condemned to slavery. The castle was levelled with the ground ; and 
it is said that one of the inhabitants, who had escaped into Khorassaun, 
bein? desired to describe the events of which he had been witness, 
replied in these words : “ They came — they exfodiated — they bound 
“ — they massacred — and they consumed '' Than which five words, 
concludes the author, the Persian language does not furnish terms to 
delineate more briefly, or accurately, the fate of Bokhara, on its con- 
quest by the Moghuls. The same, or similar words, have been, how- 
ever, by othersapplied to the subsequent rapidand exterminating course 
of these fierce invaders, through the provinces of the Persian empire; 
to which the destruction of Bokhara was but the melancholy, and fearful 
prelude. 

Recurring to the operations of Tcheghatay and Ougtay, who had 
been charged with the reduction of Otraur, the narrative proceeds to 
relate, that those princes no sooner appeared in his vicinity, than 
Cihaeir Ivhaun, the governor, with not less than sixty thousand horse 
under his orders, conceived it prudent to confide his safety to the 
strength of his fortifications ; rather than to the hazard of an open 
conflict in the field of battle. He provided, however, with activity and 
vigilance for the defence of the place. At the expiration of fu'e 
months, the situation of the besieged, notwithstanding every precau- 
tion, verged on extremity ; and at such a crisis, they were abandoned 
by Karautchah Haujeb, (Cariacas of De la Croix) one of the Khaur- 
ezmian generals, who had been expressly appointed by his sovereign to 
provide for the support of Gh^eir Khaun ; but w’ho now entered into 
a correspondence with the Moghuls, and one night quitted the city 
by the gate of the Shfikhaunah, (the convent of the mystics perhaps) 
which he had probably betrayed to the besi 'orer.s. Be this as it may, 
the Moghuls poured into the town on thd same night ; Ghiieir jvhaun 
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with twenty thousand of his bravest troops retiring into the citadel. 
Next day, having loaded him with deserved reproach for his base ingra- 
titude to his king, the Shahzadahs put the traitor Karautchah to death ; 
and driving the whole population of Otraur to the adjoining plain, 
there butchered them without mercy. 

They now commenced their attack upon the citadel, which was ably 
and gallantly defended by the governor ; w'ho employed his numerous 
garrison, in bold and frequent sallies to disturb, and retard the opera- 
tions of the Moghuls, until the greater part had perished sword in 
hand, in the honorable discharge of their duty. The siege had been in 
this manner protracted for the space of a month, not without material 
loss to the besiegers, when the latter at last succeeded in penetrating: 
into the castle; the warlike associates of Ghaeir Khaun being reduced 
to two persons only. With these, however, taking post on the terrace 
of one of the dwelling houses, he continued to defend himself, and keep» 
the enemy at a distance with bricks and stones, until he savv his two 
faithful companions lifeless by his side. The Moghuls had been cau- 
tioned, at all hazards, to take the obnoxious governor alive ; hence 
they foibore to assail him with their darts or arrows. But they at last 
accomplished their object by mere dint ot numbers, and they seized and 
elfectually secured his person, as they had been directed to do. Th^ 
citadel was immediately rased to the ground ; and the surviving inhabi- 
tants, with the exception of the mechanics and artificers, who were 
reserved for transportation to the Moghul territory, were all put t(> 
death. Tcheghatay and Ougtay then proceeded across the Seyhun,. 
to rejoin their father scamp, which they found in the vicinity of Samar- 
kand. The governor of Otraur siiflFered the death to which he had been 
longdestined, in the Kouki Serrai, a country palace not far from thatcityi 

It has been already observed, that on tlm arrival of the Moghul armies, 
on the Seyhun, Jijjy khaun was detached in the direction of Jund, or 
Jond a city on the borders of Tfirkestaun, at a short distance from 
that river. In his route towards that place, his march appears to have 
kdliim through the nejgbborlioodofSuglmauk, orSaganacj to-dissuade 

*Dc la Croix, ou the authority of the Rouaut-us-suflfa, reports “that it was out of this 

city, ami some others ,n the same country, th.at twenty Sc ythiim embassadors went to tneef 
A*€xauder, reproached iuaj^Aiih iiiis 
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the inhabitants of which from unavailing hostilities, he dispatched a 
merchant of Bokhara, now in the employment of Jengueiz, of the name 
of Hussun Hajy. This person had, however, scarcely entered the toWn, 
and before he had well explained the object of his missiorr, when he 
'was assailed by the licentious and misguided multitude, and, to the cry 
of the tekbeir, immediately put to death. An act of sacb daring and 
unwarrantable \dolence naturally excited in the Moghul prince the ut- 
most indignation ; and he hastened, with the fury of an angry lion, to 
avenge the outrage, calling upon hissoldiers not to relax in their exer- 
tions, until they were masters of the place. The Moghuls exerted, 
tlvemselves with more than ordinary zeal. In two days the wretched 
city was subverted to the very foundations, and every living creature 
put to the sword. Having consigned the ruins of Suglinauk to the 
son of Ilussun Haj\", tire inarcli of Jujy was next directed to Ouzkund, 
(situated in the latitude of forty four) which capitulated without resist- 
ance ; and thence, retrograde as it'would appear, to Asaush, Ashaush, 
or Taushkent ; the inhabitants of which, making a determined and 
gallant defence, w ere for the greater part cut to pieces. 

These sanguinary executions being described to Kutlug Khaun, the 
governor of Jund, with circuinstanee.s of aggravated horror, appear t6 
havedeprived hiinof that firmness, with which it rvas necessary to brave 
the approaebingstorm, wdth any prospect ofsuccess; and he prudently 
withdrew into Khaurezm. On this, an officer of the name of Tcheiri- 
temur (Citnuir of de-la-Croix) was depjiuted on the part of the Moo^hitl 
prince, to confer with the Jundians ; but, perceiving among the peo* 
j)Ie, indications which menaced his life, the agent by some seasonable* 
piece of address, contrived to elude the design, and returned without' 
delay to, his general. On the fourth day of Snfl'ur of the sixhundred and 
seventeenth* of the ilidjerah, Jiijy presented himseh, before the town; 
of w'hich the in habitants, after securingthe gates, are said, like nneonGera*^ 
ed spectators, to have taken-tbeir seats on the ramparts ; and, as if they had- 
been fastened to their posts by the operation of enchantment, to have 
looked quietly on, while the Moghuls laid their bridu-'cs acrossthe ditch 
fixed their ladders to the walls, and scaled the parapets ; and desoend.- 

Mali) of April, A. D. 1220. 
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ing to the interior of the works, proceeded without the smnllcst mo- 
lestation, to open the gates to their teilow soldiers from without. T his 
done, the population was as usual driven, like cattle tor the slaughter, 
to the adjoining plain ; and their property sweptoflfby a general pillage. 
But, as they had forborne all shew of resistance, the lives of the inha- 
bitants were in this instance spared, with the exception of two or three 
unfortunate miscreants, who had spoken with insolence to Icheinte- 
mur. The government of Jund was conferred on Khaujah Ally Ohe- 
jendwauny ; after which, Jujy also proceeded to rejoin his father. 

The reduction of Tinauket, (or as it is sometimes called Tiuikaut) 
and Khojend, had been allotted to Alak, or Elak Nuyan. Of the for- 
mer city, which is said to lie in the forty third degree of latitude,* 
dependent on Alsliaush, thegarrison was, forthe greaterpart, composed 
of Kankuly Tartars ; who, with their governor Eylenku Melek, retired 
A\ithin their works, immediately on the approach of the 'Moghul general. 
They were shortly afterwards invested by the enemy, and, for three 
davs, manfully exerted themselves in the defence of the place ; but, at 
the expiration of that short period, requesting to capitulate, they eva- 
cuated the town on the fourth, and w’ere on the spot immolated in their 
own blood. The operations of Elak N uyan w'ere next emploved against 
Khojend, a well known and respectable city on theSeyhun, in 41-25 
of latitude, and within seven days journey of Samarkand, on the side 
of Ferghaunah. The place was, at this period, under the government 
of Teymur Melek ; than whom, the wide extent of the Khaurezmian 
monarch’s dominions did not then furnish an abler, or a braver prince. 
He had, moreover, in his train one thousand warriors of established 
Tenown, each of whom might boast that he was inferior only to the 
most distinguished heroes of Persian story. AVith these, he is ulti- 
mately said to have retired into the citadel, constructed in the middle 
ofthe stream; from which, with indefatigable activity, and to their in- 
finite loss and inconvenience, he continued for a long time to harass, 
and annoy his Mogluil assailants. After all, when reduced to the last 
extremity, he embarked the whole of his family and followers, in se- 
venty covered boats, on the Seyhun, or river of Khojend ; each of which 

* It is desciibed by the orientals as a inoatdelightftil place of residence. See de la Croix’s 
SiBtory, 
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had been previously overlaid, in order to protect them against the darts 
and fire works of the enemy, with a composition of clay and vinegar. 
He stationed himself in one of the last of the vessels, and committed the 
whole, with thefleetnessofthemorningbreeze, to glidealongthestream. 

As soon as his departure became known to the Moghuls, they pur- 
sued, with equal perseverance and activity, along the banks of the river, 
fromwhich they perpetually assailed him with darts, and everyfspecies of 
missile ; while he repelled, with the skillofan archer who never missed 
his aim. Until, either designedly or by accident, his little armament 
took the ground, at a particular spot, probably on the left bank of the 
river. Here he disembarked, and continued hisretreat by land ; occa- 
sionally haltins: to make head against his pursuers, while his family 
and baggage, made the best of their way to a place of safety. At last, 
the whole of his escort having perished, and his family secured be- 
vond the reach of the enemy, he found himself entirely alone ; with 
not more than three arrows in his quiver, one of which was without 
a head. In this forlorn and hopeless situation he rode on, though 
verv closelv pursued by three Moghul troopers ; when, observing the 
pertinacity with which they seemed to press upon him, he made a short 
turn round, and lodged his headless arrow in the eye of one of his pur- 
suers. The others drew off upon this, and suffered him to continue his 
retreat without further molestation into Khaurezm ; where he ultimately 
arrived in satety.. 

From Khaurezm, at a subsequent period, Teymur iSfelck retired 
into Persian Irak, and ultimately into Syria ; where he continued until 
th ese dreadful calamities had exhausted their violence. Impelled by 
the desire of revisiting the land of his birth, he then, returned to the. 
neiahhorino- province ofFerghaunah ; from whence, at a proper oppor- 
tunitv he conveyed himself to Khojend. Here, he learnt on inquiry 
that, having accompanied the person of Bantu, the son of Jujy Khaun, 
in Ids progress through that country, his son had been put in posses- 
sion of his i)toperty. With this son he sought, and obtained an inter- 
view ; at which he demanded n hether, if fortune restored his long lost 
parent, he thought he should recoguize him. The son replied, that 
,at the period of their separation, he was hut an infant at the breast of 
his nurse ; but, tliat there still existed in the place an individual, in the 
• d X 3 
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humble condition of a slave, to whom his features might yet be fami- 
liar, This slave was accordingly sent for, and he without hesitation 
acknowIed£red the identity of his fanner lord. The circumstance of 

O 

his re-appearance soon circulating through Turkestaun, Teymur Melck, 
in the hope that he might be permitted to participate in the liberality 
of that magnanimous monarch, who had by this time succeeded to the 
throne of Jenguci^, conceived thedesign of proceeding immediately to 
the presence of Ougtay Kaan. On his journey, it was his misfortune 
to meet with Kedkaun Oghlan, one of the numerous offshoots of the 
imperial family, by whom he w'as directed to be immediately manacled ; 
and who in that state proceeded to question him, as to the various con- 
flicts in which he had been engaged. 7'lie brave old chief iiad accord- 
ingly commenced the recital of Ids exploits, when, accident, or his 
evil genius, ushered to the spot the very Moghul in whose eye lie 
had lodged the headless arrow, on his retreat from Khojend ; and, as 
he also proceeded to interrogate him on the same subject, with a 
freedom, or insolence, to which lie was little disposed to submit, 
Teymur M61ck was nottobe rcstrainedfromreplying withequalhaugh- 
tiness and asperity; which awakening the displeasure of Kedkanii 
Oghlan beyond all moderation, that prince discharged an arrow 
with such force through the body of the unfortunate Khaurezmian 
that he instantly breathed his last. The siege of Khojend, and the ad- 
■\ enturousretreatol this gallant chieftain, have been given more in detail 
by the elder De-la-croix, in his history of Oenghizcan ; but we have 
coHceiv’ed it sufficient to adhere to the above brief narrative, derived 
from the original stateinentof Khondemeir, the author of the w'ork now 
before us. It remains to add, that having completed the reduction of 
Khojend, Elak Kuyan like the other g^^nerals, proceeded towards Sa- 
markand; in the neighborhood of which, Jengueiz had been, now for 
sometime, encamped with the main body of'his armies. 

1 he cit^ of Samarkand, which Jengueiz was at this period proceeding 
to reduce, is said, by De la Croix, according to the determination o^f 
Clugh Beg, to lie in thefortieth degree of north latitude, in the anci- 
ent Sogdiana ; both the territory by which it is surrounded, equally 
celebrated for its fertility and amenity, and the river which passes un- 
der its walls on the north side, being known to thisday, by the name 
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of Sogtid, During the winter, in which he fatally resolved on these- II. 6tT. 
paratioiiaud dispersion of hisforce, Shltan Mahornmed had left, notwith- A- ^--t. 

standing, for the defence of this noble city, a body of one hundred and W'*^*=*^* “s- 
ten thousand men ; and the multitude ot* its population is moreov^er 
described to have been such as to surpass the powers of calculation. 

But, in order to enable them the more vigorously to resist the formi- 
dable attack with which they were menaced, themultitudinous garrison, 
assisted l)y the inhabitants, added to the ordinary defences of thetowh 
by a line of breastworks, and intrenchments, if notan entire rampart, 

M ith which they surrounded it at different points ; and the ditch being 
made to communicate at the extremities with the river, it could of 
course be at all times filled with water. A consideration of these cir- 
cumstances is said to have operated with Jengueiz, to employ himself 
and the princes his sons, in the previous reduction of Bokhara, and of 
the other cities of Transoxiana, and Tfirkestaun. But when his mind 
liad been set at rest by the accomplishment of these minor-undertak- 
ings, he no longer delayed the execution of his design against Samarkand ; 
before which he appeared, in tremendous force, in the latter part of 
Zilhudje* of the six hundred and seventeenth of the llidjerali, fixing 
his head quarters in the Ivouk, or Goiigserrai, the country palace in the 
neigh borlioodofthat city, already mentioned ; where he was successively 
joined by the princes and his other generals, on the termination of the 
serv ices on Avhich they had been severally employed. 

Having enjoyed a short , and unmolested repose of two days, Jengueiz 
was suddenly, and resolutely assailed in his quarters on the third, by 
the Khaurezmian generals; who succeeded in cutting to pieces agreat 
number of the Moghul troops, and retired in triumph into tire town, 
with a multitude of prisoners. But, on the fourth day, Jengueiz at 
the head of his whole army, attacked the place on all sides, with such 
irresistible impetuosity, that the garrison no longer thought it safe to 
trust themselves without the gates. On the fifth night, a difference 
of opinion arose among the besieged ; part evincing a disposition to ca- 
pitulate, while the other, faithful to its engagements with the king of 
Khaurezm, persevered in a determination to resist to the last extremity. 
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ofJengueiz, implored his mercy for themselves and fellow citizens. 

The Moghul monarch assured them, as far as their own persons were 
concerned, of perfect safety from tlieeffects of his impending vengeance, 
and permitted them to return into the city; of which, without further 
security, they immediately threw open one of thegates, called the gate 
of the Nomauzgah— place of prayer, or mosque. The besiegers in- 
stantly poured into the town ; and having set apart the Kauzy and 
Shaikh-ul-isslaum, and fifty thousand of their friends and dependants, 
and driven the remaining population according to custom, to the plains 
without the gates, betook themselves to the usual scenes of pillage and 
outrage. On the day following, they proceeded to attack the citadel ; 
ofwhichthegoveruor,AlepKhaun,perceivingnootherprospectofreliet; 
with one thousand of the bravest ofthe garrison, with mintls prepared 
for death, nobly cut his way through the ranks of the assailants ; and^ 
on the borders of Persian Irak, ultimately joined his master, with the 
appalling intelligence of the lost state of 'rransoxiana. Jengueiz be- 
came master of the citadel, on the same day on which Alep Khaun 
succeeded in effecting his cjoapc from it. Nearly thirty thousand 
ofthe Khaurezmian garrison with their ollicers, were put to the sword ; 
thirty thousandof the citizens, and manutacturers, or inerchanics, were 
selected by the conipieror, and divided lietwcen his sons and relatives, 
for the purpose of conveying the arts of peace and luxury among the 
uncivilized tribes of Tartary ; and, taking from the most opulentof the 
surviving inhabitants, a contribution of two hundred thousand dinaurs, 
as a ransom for their lives, he appears to li.ive been satisfied without 
exposiuc;- them to further molestation. 

hde he was preparing for the siege of Samarkand, intelligence was 
coineycd to Jengueiz, that Sultan Mahommed, with a splendid escort, 
and amind oppressed with alarm, was flying through K horassaun towards 
flak Ajem ; in consequence of which Juhliah, or Hubbah Nuyan, So- 
w eydai Bahauder, and louktcher, or Touquer, atiother Moghul chief. 
With thirty thousand horse, or three tomauns, were immcdiatelv’^ dis- 
patched in pursuit of the fugitive monarch. Their instructions were 
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to prosecute their march with the utmost celerity, and without allow- 
ing themselves the .smallest respite, until the inveterate foe of their 
sovereign was in their hands ; in the event, however, that they should 
find themselves overmatched by siiperiorforce, they were to avail them- 
selves of some advantageous position, and to transmit an immediate 
rt'port of their danger. In conformity with theseinstructions, the three 
Moghul captains drew oft" towards Khorassaun, and separately crossed 
the Amuvah, or Oxus, about the end of the latter Rebbeia of the six 
hundred and seventeenth of the Ilidjerah ;* the two former generals, 
with their divisions, proceeding towards Herat. Being met byan agent 
with assurances of submission from Amein Alclek, the prince or gover-' 
nor of that city, these two appear to have passed on, without molesting the 
place ; but Toukteher, the other commander, taking the same direction, 
and coming before Herat, after bis coliegues had left it, obstinately closed 
his ears against every thing that the prince could allege in proof of his 
recent accommodation, and immediately commenced hostilities for the 
reduction of the town. Being however killed by an arrow, this noble 
city escaped fortlie present, the Moghuls hasteningon thedeath of their 
leader, after Jubbah and Soweydai ; whom they overtook in the neigh- 
borhood of Zawah, a city then of moderate size, said to lie in the tliirty 
sixth degree of latitude, between Herat, and Nc3"shapur, The Moghul 
generals had required from the inhabitants a supply of forage and pro- 
visions, and had been peremptoiily refused. But, as they were in haste 
to prosecutethe object oftheir march, tbe^^ were defiling from theneigh- 
borhood, without resenting this hostile spirit on the. part of the town; 
when the silly inhabitants proceeding from their walls to insult them, 
with expressions of obscene and abusive ribaldry, the indignation of 
the two chiefs was roused, and thev determined to chastise the insult. 
Thej^ instantlv" countermarched, and invested the town ; and having 
made themselve masters of it in the course of three days, they mas- 
sacred the whole of the inhabitants ; and, that a vestige might not 
remain to indicate that the spot had ever been the residence of a hu- 
man being, they broke up, and consumed to ashes every article that 
they could find either in, or belonging to this ilbfated town. 
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' After this severe example of vengeance, the}' proceeded to Kej'sha- 
pur, placed by De la Croix in the same latitude with Tusse, that of 
thirty seven north ; the lattetci tv being however considerably to the north 
east. Neyshapur appears for the present to have escaped the crueltieS^ 
of these barbarians ; Jubbah Niiyan there separating from his collegue, 
and directing hismarcli for Mazanderau n by theroutc of Jowein J while 
Sow^eydai took that of Tusse, where, on his arrival, he made a dreadful 
slaughter of the inhabitants. From thence he proceeded into Rau- 
degan, which for the delight he experienced in its beautiful rural- 
scenery, its meads and meandering streams, he was induced to spare. 
But, for this temporary departure from the ordinary courseof desolation, 
he made himself ample amends by the atrocities in which he indulged, 
soon afterwards, at Jenushaun and Esfraein, and latterly at Dumaghaun ; 
on the licentious and disorderly multitude of wdiich towns, he inflicted 
the direst calamities. Having marked his course through Mazan- 
derann with the same desolating ravages, and left a part of his division 
to besiege one of the castles of that country, in which the family of 
Sfdtan iMahommed had taken refuge, Julxbah Nuv'an dievv off to the 
left into the territory ot llai, or Iley, (the Rages of scripture.') situated 
in thirty five degrees thirty five minutes of north latitude, four days 
journey from Jseyshapur; being joined shortly altcrwards, in the same 
territory, by his collegue Soweydiii. 

At this period, the unhappy city was rent asunder hv the inveterate 


animosities prevailing between the two sects of Shaffai and llaneifah; 
who persecuted each other with mortal and unrelenting hostilitv. 
Hence, on the approach of theMoghiils, the Shaffiites hastened to join 
them, urging the gcnefftlsto (iestroy one half oftlieir native citv, because 
that half was occupied by the rival sect. The town was accordinglv 
no sooner in possession of the invaders, than the wretched Ilaneifims 


were immediately birtchered without mercy. The opposite sect were 
not, however, suffered to enjoy their triumph for many days ; for the 
two geiierafe, not unjustly, reasoning that little faith was to he ’reposed 
m a description of men who could devote their fellow citizens to tlie 
slaughter, with such unsparing malignity, without much ceremony,, 
dispatched them to the same bourne with their detested rivals. 

.,o..e\dai now proceeded northward to Kazvein, situated-in thirty 
seven north, between llai and Fbher ; Jubbah moving westward, in 
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the direction of Hamadaun. On his arrival at Komm, said to lie in 
thirty four degrees forty five minutes north, about midway between 
Razvein and Isfahaun, the latter general, still at the wicked suggestion 
of rival sectaries, here described to be Sihinihs, caused the whole po- 
pulation of the place to be put to the sword. He consented, however, 
on his arrival in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, to some species of 
accommodation, with Mejid-ud-dein the son of Alla-ud-doulah, ofthe 
race of Ally. But, directing his course towards Gorzroud, and Khor- 
remabad, he converted the fonner into a heap of smoking ruins, and 
the latter, from the mansion of delight, into the abode of melancholy 
and woe; enclosing the inhabitants of Nihawend on the other side in 
the very webof pain and wretchedness, andexhibiting in every country 
which he found abandoned by its legitimate protectors, and this he dis- 
covered at almost every step, the same dreadful lessons of slaughter 
and desolation. At Kazvein, Soweydai, on his part, was sufficiently 
active in extending the sweep of extermination ; having put to the 
sword not much less than fifty thousand of the unresisting inhabitants. 
After which, these two wandering and unrestrained hvosnas again re- 
united, to pass the winter of the six hundred and eighteenth of the 
Hidjerah, on the boundaries of Rat. 

Early in the spring, they proceeded in concert to invade the province 
of Azerbayjaun ; exhibiting theordinarv set nes of pillage andmassacre, 
at Zenjaun, Ardebeil, and Soraut ; and from this latter place they has- 
tened in full career to Tebreiz, the destruction of which was, however, 
for the present averted byamagnificentransom forwarded to the Moghul 
generals by Atabek Ouzbek the governor; who conceived it prudent, 
perhaps on any terms, to purcha.sp their forbearance. Part of the fol- 
lowing winter, that of six hundred and nineteen,* they passed in can- 
tonments, or quarters, at Moghan, on the banks of the K urr and Oras . 
but, before the season was expired, they crossed into Gurgestaun, or 
Georgia, where they committed deplorable havoc among the natives. 
In the course of the same year, they signalized their barbarous rage at 
Meraughu, Hamdan, and Khoui, Selmauss, Nakhtchnaun, Beylekaun, 
and Shamaukhy, ail in the neighborhood ofthe rivers just alluded to ; 
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extending their inroads at the same time, as far as they had an oppor- 
tunity, into the territory of Shirvaun. 

The Moghul captains began at last to direct their views to the plan, 
■which they had probably long since had in contemplation, of pene- 
trating to their native country, through the Shirvanian Derbund. Be- 
ing, however, entire strangers to the road they proceeded to remove 
the difficulty by the following expedient. An intelligent agent was 
dispatohedon their part to the princeof Shirvaun, who hadshut himself 
up in one of the impregnable strong-holds of the country, to assure him 
that they harboured no designs hostile to his government; and to pro- 
pose that he should send to their camp some respectable person, with 
whom they might come to an explanation of the past, and to a solemn 
f ngagemciit for the future. Rejoicing at a proposal, apparently so 
moderate and pacific, the prince of Shirvaun iminediatelv deputed ten 
of his principal officers, to confer with the Mo^lu'ils. The moment 
they reached the camp of the invaders, the head of one of the deputies 
was struck off, and the remai ndcr appri z ed, that i f they honcstl v poi n ted 
out the road which led through the pass of Derbund, their lives would 
be safe ; otherwise, the fate of their associate inevitably awaited them. 
Intimidated by the prospect of immediate destruction, the men con- 
sented to become the guides of their betrayers ; whom they conducted 
accordingly, without further obstacle, to Derbund. Here again, die 
Moghuls having glutted themselves with blood and spc.il, passed on- 
wards on their march into Turkestaun ; leaving on their wav, among 
the Alans, and in the territory of Orbs (of the Russians) the sm.ne fear- 
ful memorials that had marked their progress through Khorassauii and 
Irak. They had probably by this time crossed the Volga, or Attel, and 
they availed themselves of the opportunity to tnnsnfft to .lengueiz, 
who ivas now returned to his hereditary dominions, a narrative of 
their proceedings. This has carried us far beyond the regular course 
of the history ; and we shall now pause to remark in the words of our 
original, that from the above rapid'detail, may be formed some estimate 
of the terror impressed by the irresistible might, and impetuosity of 
the Moghul armies ; say rather, of the height to which the wrath of 
an avenging God had been excited against the nations of that period 
oi time; for, to the wrath of God alone could it be ascribed, that of nearly 
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one hundred potentates of no ignoble rank, who then governed in the 
fertile and populous regions of Khorassaun and Irak, with soldiers un- 
numbered under their authority, and resources inexhaustible at will, 
not one was inspired to make as much as a single elFort, to combat 
and oppose the ferocious herd of barbarians, who thus desolated with 
impunity, and covered with blood andmassacre, a land which, in beau- 
tv and improvement might, at least, be justly said to rival the boasted 
productions of Chinese painting, if it did not excite the envy of heaven 
itself. 

When he had allowed himself a repose of some days, after the capture 
of Samarkand, Jengueiz detached his three eldest sons, Jujy, Tchegh- 
atav, and Ougtay, to reduce the province ofKhaurezm. Jurjauniah, 
bv the Tartars called Ourgunje, was the noblest of its cities, and, at the 
period under consideration, the metropolis of the Khaurezmian mon- 
archy. According to De-la-Croix, on the authority of Abul Feda, it 
la\ in the forty-second degree of north latitude, on the western side of 
the Oxus, and about six short days journey from the Caspian : and it 
was, according to our author, the assemblage of every thing that is 
excellent, whether in arts or arms, to a degree, beyond which it would 
be impossible for the imagination to form an idea. At the tremendous 
crisis, which was now approaching, the government of this superb city 
had devolved to Ivhemartekein, a near relative of the mother of Sultan 
jMahommed ; and the defence might have been expected to be in pro- 
pc<rtion to the vast, and important interests consigned to his charge. 

With anarmv, which like the awful visitations of hea-ven, is said to 
have far surpassed the ordinarymeasure of human calculation, the three 
imperial prince'?, in conformity with their father’s instructions, entered 
Khaurozm. 'fhe advanced, or light troops, appeared in sight of the 
ca[)ital ; and they were proceeding to drive away the cattle from under 
the verv wails, when tlie Khaurezmians, deceived by the apparent in- 
significance or their numbers, issued from the gates both horse and 
foot in formidable strength, and impetuously assailed the Moghuls, 
The latter, in onler to lead them the more elFectually into the snare, 
retired with all the appearances ofalarm and dismay; occasionally, how- 
ever, makiiis'astandag dust their unsuspecting pursuers, until they drew 
them to the i3augh-c-khurrem ; a pleasure garden about a farsang, or. 
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league, from the suburbs, n here the main body of the advancedguard 
of their enemies, lay in ambuscade for their reception. The Khaur- 
ezmians were from every quarter immediately attacked with equal 
fury and impetuosity They fled in their turn, and \vere pursued with 
dreadful slaughter into their very gates ; the Moghuls entering pell- 
mell with the fugitives into the streets of the town, without abandon- 
ing the pursuit until they reached the quarter called the Tunnowerah, 
or quarter of the bakers when, the sun then setting, they conceived 
it prudent to withdraw to their main body ; the loss of the Khaurez- 
mians, from sunrise to sunset on this fatal day, being estimated notfar 
short of one hundred thousand men. 


Two days subsequent to this event, the city was formally invested, 
on every side, by the whole of the Moghul army ; but, before they 
commenced the operations of the siege, the three princes invited this, 
and the neighboring towns of Khaurezm, to submit peaceably to the 
authorit}" of Jengueiz. Such proposals were, however, not destined 
to produce the slightest effect; those to whom thf^y were addressed^ 
proceeding by every method which they could devise, or put in prac- 
tice, to harass and annoy their besiegers ; who, on their part, employed 
their utmost activity and exertions, to counteract and repel the efforts 
of the besieged. Hostilities had thus continued with mutual destruc* 
tion,and the siege been protracted tor a period of considerable duration? 
to the great injury of the city, which had been in miny quarters ei- 
ther consumed or laid in rums, by the stones, and pots of burning 
naphtha, discharged by the Moghuls from their warlike machines, 
when the design was conceived of cutting off, or diverting to another 
quarter, the branch, or canal of the Oxus, which supplied the town 
with water. Three thousand men were accordingly set at work to 
execute the design, when it was discovered by the Khaurezmians, who 
hastened without delay, and in great force to attack the workmen ; 

the whole of whom, after some resistance, they succeeded in cutting 
to pieces. 

Animated by this partial advantage, the Khaurez mians exerted them- 
selves „ith redonbled vigor and activity the delenee of their eapi- 


• It was probably in the suburbs, for the Moehuls 
had once penetrated into the city. * 


would scarcely have w ithdrawn if they 
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tal ; and a serious inisuuderstaucling, about the same time, arising 
between the princes Jujy and Tchegbatay, aperiodot'five months was 
consumed, before the Moghuls had made any material advancement 
towards the reduction of the place. This want of harmony among 
the brothers was no sooner made known to Jengueiz , than he trans- 
mitted instructions that the command of the siege should be imme- 
diately transferred to Ougtay; and that the two elder brothers, with 
the whole of their subordinate generals, should submit without reserve 
to the authority of that prince. The attention of Ougtay was first 
directed to bring about a reconciliation between his brothers ; and 
that point accomplished, and discipline and order restored, which had 
been recently weakened by a clashing of interests and authority, he 
hastened by a steady and well concerted plan of operations, to urge h is 
arduous undertaking to a conclusion. A most sanguinary and des- 
tructive contest immediately ensued ; and the Moghuls gradually 
working a passage through the fortifications, and successively beating 
the Khaurezmians from house to house, and from street to street, found 
themselves at last, after a most memorable and gallant resistance, in 
entire possession of the ruins of this great metropolis. The surviving 
inhabitants were then driven like cattle, according to custom, to the 
plain without the w^alls ; about one hundred thousand of the mechan- 
ics and manufacturers were set apart, and the younger men, women, 
and children, condemned to slavery; after which, the remainder of the 
garrison and inhabitants were consigned, in lots of four and tw^enty 
each, to the soldiers of the Moghul army, for slaughter ; and it is said 
that the victims thus sacrificed in cold blood to the demon of ven- 
geance, exceeded a hundred thousand human beings. In the Kho- 
laussut-ul-akhbaur it is positively stated, that the number of the sol- 
diers employed in this horrible butchery was one hundred thousand ; 
and that of the slaughtered, two million tour hundred thousand, which 
surpasses all belief. The capture of Ourgunje took place some time 
in the six hundred and eighteenth of the Hidjerah, and is described 
with ample detail, in De la Croix’s history. 

Those, continues our author, who have undertaken to be the narra- 
tors of these tristful and sanguinary events, proceed to describe, that 
after he had detached his sons to the conquest of Khaurez m, Jenguez 
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passed the spring of the year (6l8) on the confines of the territory, if 
notin the vicinity, of Samarkand ; having it in his contemplation to pos- 
sess himself of, and to demolish, the fortress of Termed, at the passage 
of the Jeyhun, in the thirty-seventh degree of latitude. He removed 
his camp, however, to pass the summer at Nakhsheb, and there con- 
tinued until about the autumnal quarter ; when he finally drew his, 
armies towards Termed. Confiding to the strength of their works, 
but more particularly to the waters of the Oxus, by which they were 
surrounded, the inhabitants of this place had determined on an obsti- 
nate defence; and accordingly when the Moghuls approached within 
range of their missiles, they found themselves assailed by volliesofstones, 
darts, and every species of annoyance. Every effort of superior force, 
skill and activity, became therefore necessary to hasten their subju- 
gation. In the short space of ten days, the town was reduced to a heap 
of ruins, its towering ramparts overthrown into the stream of the 
Jeyhun, and every individual of the inhabitants, without distinction of 
sex, rank, or age, put to the sword. On this occasion it is said, that 
the Moghul soldiers being about to put one of their female prisoners 
to death, she assured them, that if they spared her life she would put 
them in possession of a pearl of inestimable value ; and unhappily ac- 
knowledging that she had swallowed the jewel, these monsters in hu- 
man sliape immediately ripped up her belly. The example was iu- 
stantlyfollowed throughout the town : every inhabitant living, or dead, 
being cut up and mutilated in the same manner, in the c.xpectation of 
finding some similar deposit. After this important capture, which 
secured him the passage of the Oxus, Jengueiz withdrew his armv to 
the territory of Languert and Semaunah, where he passed the winter 
of six hundred and nineteen ; while a division of his troops was em- 
ployed in Badukhshaun to compel the submission of that country, or 
to cover it with desolation incase of resistance. 

In the spring of the year, Jengueiz proceeded by the passage of Ter- 
med, across the Jeyhun, directing his march for Balkh ; which, accord- 
ing to Dc la Croix on tlic authority of Abulfeda, lies in thirty six de- 
grees fortx one minutes north, in a most fertile plain four leagues dis- 
tant from the mountains, and eight only from the celebrated river just 
mentioned ; being watered l>y the Dehak, a tributary stream which di.<'- 
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rluirges itself into that river, at the distance of about twelv^e leagues. 
Hence, it is sometimes said to be situated on a branch of the Jeyhun, 
or Oxus, At this eventful period of its history, it is described to 
have been of such extent, as to contain, either within the body of the 
town, or the contiguous villages, not less than twelve hundred Ma- 
hommedan places of worship, and the same number of public baths, 
for the accommodation and recreation of the inhabitants ; and it was 
at the same time the abode of fifty thousand Seyuds and Shaikhs, pro- 
fessors of the law, and ministers of religion. As soon as they were 
assured of the approach of Jengueiz, the magistrates and principal in- 
habitants, bearing the most costly and magnificent presents, hastened 
to meet him; but, Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein having about this crisis, at 
Gheznein, assembled a respectable force, with which he seemed pre- 
paring for some important object of hostility, both their presents, and 
their early offers of submission in behalf of their tremblinsf fellow ci- 

o 

ti zens, availed them nothing. The whole population of the town, and 
district, were drowned in their own blood, by the fury of the inexora- 
ble Moghuls. — ‘^ The noble city,’’ said one of the poets, “ he laid as 
smooth as the palm of his hand — its spacious and lofty structures he 
levelled in the dust.” 

Having completed the destruction of Balkh, the tabernacle of the 
true faith (Ivehtah-ul-isslam) as it is sometimes denominated by the 
orientals, Jengueiz, after detaching his youngest son Tuly Ivhaun, to 
extend the circle of desolation and havoc through the noble province of 
Khorassaun, proceeded to form the siege of Taulekan ; in thirty seven 
degrees twent}" five minutes north, between Balkh and M^ru, about 
seven days journey from the former city, and from its situation on 
the precipitous mountain of Nukrakoh, the silver mountain, esteemed 
one of the strongest places in Asia. Here, he experienced from the 
garrison, the most formidable resistance ; neither could he accomplish 
the reduction of it, until the expiration of the seventh month of the 
siege; after he had been rejoined by Tuly Khaun from his tour of deso- 
lation, and by the other divisions of his army which hereoalled tohis aid. 
The fortress was however ultimately carried by assault; and, as might 
have been expected, every individual it contained put to the sword. 
Th^ Moghul monarch was now on his march towards Gheznein, to 
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A. H. 019 - 20 . check the designs of Jullaul-ud-dein, which appear to havegiven him 
A. D. 1222-23. considerable uneasiness ; but his progress was again suspended by the 
Habeib-us- unexpected and obstinate resistance of the strong fortress of Bamian, 
' ’ situated on a mountain, at the foot of which is said to run one of the 
branches of the Oxus ; in thirty four degrees five minutes north, about 
ten days journey from BUkh, and eight from Gheznein. This place, 
after a most determined and sanguinary defence, was however also in 
the end, carried by storm ; and every living creature, both man and 
beast, puttodeath, in order to gratify the vengeance of the wife of Oug- 
tay, one of whose sons had fallen during the siege. 

Jengueiz now prosecuted his march, without further obstacle to 
Gheznein, and from thence to the banks of the Indus ;* where he de- 
feated Jullaul-ud-dein, in the manner formerly noticed in the abridge- 
ment of the Khaurezmian history. Balasaghun, or rather Bala Nuyan, 
one of hisgenerals, with two tomauns, was afterwards detached across the 
Ind us ; and that fearful instrument of his vengeance, having carried 
plunder,slaughter, and desolation, to the gates of Multaun and Labour, 
returned at the proper period to rejoin his sovereign. 

At the period already adverted to, when he had reposed from the 
work of destruction and massacre at Balkh, it will be recollected that 
Tuly Khaun was detached by his father to invade Khorassaun-. The 
prince led with him, on this occasion, a division of eighty thousand 
horse, here expressly stated to be just one tenth part of the army of 
Jengueiz ; the total of which must therefore have amounted to eight 
hundred thousand fighting men. Thus formhlably accompanied, Tuly 
first presented himself under the walls of Aleru-shahjahaun, in thirty 
seven degrees forty minutes north ; five leagues below, or to the north- 
ward, ot the city ot the same name on the same river, and erjually 
distant, that is twelve days journey, from each of the four celebrated 
cities of Neyshapur, Herat, Balkh, and Bokhara. 

The city of Merit was at this time governed by Shurf-ud-dein Mu- 
.zuffur, ocasionally entitled Mejeir-ul-mulk ; one of the most distin- 
guished members of the court of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian, 
with a numerous garrison of veteran soldiers, and with abundant means 

* In Scpteuiber, .A, D. 1221, according to that account— it should probably be a year later.^ 
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ef defence and subsistance. Thus prepared, tbc memcnt tbe Moghul 
prince displayed his numerous legions before the town, Mejeir-uU 
mulk, at the head of his garrison, resolutely sallied out, and attacked 
the invaders ; of whom, in the course of less than half an hour accord- 
ing to some writers, he cut to pieces to the number of a thousand men . 
Not less surprised, than exasperated at an instance of daring intrepi- 
dity, to which he had not recently been accustomed, Tuly prepared 
to retaliate vvith equal fury, and more fatal effect. He put himself at 
the head of some of his bravest troops ; and assailing the garrison in 
the midst of their imagined triumph, instantly drove them back with, 
equal slaughter and celerity into the gates of the town. 

According to other authorities, the son of Jenguei-Z, having lain be- 
fore Meru in a state of inactivity for six days, on the seventh directed 
a general attack upon the gate of the Shehrestaun, or exterior wall 
of the city; from which a small body of the garrison had theainlacity 
to sally out upon the assailants. They were, however, repulsed at the 
first onset ; their adversaries continuing to press upon their defences 
until night-fali,and then resting upon their arms withoutdrawmgback, 
until day light should enable tliem to renew their attack. On the 
eighth day, Mejeir-ul-mulk conceiving, however, that resistance was 
no longer availing, adopted the sudden resol utionofsubmitting and dis- 
patched Jumniaul-ud-deiii, one of tbe most discreet and virtuous of 
the inhabitants, to implore the mercy of the besieger. He received, in 
reply, every assurance ofsafety and indemnity, and having provided, in 
specie and valuables, a most superb and costly present, repaired with- 
out I'urthcr delay to, the pavilion of of the Moghul prince. He had 
scarcely entered, when he was called upon to furnish without reserve, 
and on the spot, a list of the most opulent of the inhabitants-; and hav- 
ing accordingly wrote down the- names of two hundred, the commissi- 
oners of the spoil proceeded into the town, to exact their property from.- 
the- individuals thus distinguished for plunder. The Moghul troops- 
were then employed for fourdays successively, inexpelHug thewretched 
inliabitaiits from the city ; and when that was accomplished, and about 
four hundred artificers, and a few boys and girls, had been setapart 
for other jmrposes, the residue, both male and female, old and young-, 
were distributed in lots of three and four huiidrod each, to the merciless 
soldiery ; by whom, it is incredible to relate,, they were all butchered 
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A. H. fii9 20. with unpitying, and unrelenting cruelty. On this occasion we are 
A. D. 1-222-23. further apprized, that a certain SeyudEzz-ud-dein, a native of Nissa, 
Ilabeib-us- employed, with several assistants, for the space of thirteen days, 
from morning till night, to take an account of the slain at Meru ; and 
that, of those who belonged to the body of the city alone, exclusive of 
the adjoining villages, the number of those who perished, amounted 
to a thousand thousand, and three hundred thousand, and a fraction. 

Having satiated their thirst for blood in the massacre of the inhabi- 
tants, the Moghuls proceeded to demolish the buildings of Meru ; and 
when that was effected, Tuly Khaun consigned the government of the 
melancholy ruins, with authority to presitle over such as might yet 
venture to appear in any quarter, to a certain Zcia-ud-dein Ally, who 
had been excepted from the general slaughter of his countrymen, from 
a considerationof his secluded habits, and retirement from the world ; a 
ISIogluilofthenameofBarmauss being however nominated tosaperintend 
the revenue of the depopulated waste. T,uly then took his departure 
foi'Neyshapur; and thoremnant who had escaped the carnage gradually' 
issuing from the ravines, and caverns in the earth, into which they 
had conveyed themselves, had restored to the town a considerable, 
population ; when a band of the savage barbarians, who had by some 
means or other reinainedin therear ofthe Moghul army, unexpectedly 
entered the place; and, determined not to forego their share of human 
butchery, required that every inhabitant should repair to the., plain 
without the city, with each as much grain as he could carry in the skirt 
of his vest, for the supply of the detachment. By this cruel device, a 
further proportion of the inhabitants was deemed to peri.sh by tlie swords 
of these atrocious exterminators. A little afterwards, an officer of the 
name of Yauness, who had separated from the division of Jubbah Xuy- 
an, and who appears to have retained some vestige of the feelings of 
humanity, arrived among the ruins of Meru ; and exerted hunselt in 
some degree, to heal the wounds, which were yet bleeding from the 
barbarity ofhis countrymen. In the mean time, Zeia-ud-dein had been 
drawn towards Serkhess, by the disturbances which had been excited 
in that quarter, under Pehlewaun Abu Bukker Diwaunah ; and Bar- 
rnauss had also quitted the town, on his vvay to Bokhara ; when, unhap- 
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pily ascribing the departure of the two chiefs, to some intelligence of 
the approach of Jullaul-ud-dein the Khaurezmian, which had com- 
pelled them to abandon the place, a few infatuated miscreants from 
among the inhabitants, without farther deliberation, struck up their 
kettle drums, and displayed the standard of revolt. Barmauss, who 
was still in the neighborhood, though upon this he forbore to re-enter 
the town, yet failed not, before he proceeded on his journey, to cut 
to pieces every living being whom he found without the gates. 

The city was soon afterwards taken possession of by Koiishkein, with 
a party of the adherents of the Khaurezmian Sultan\s ; and he also 
thought fit to exhibit an example of vengeance, however feeble, by 
putting to death the wretched Zeia-ud-dein, who had recently returned 
from the expedition to Serkhess. Bat, intelligenceof these transactions 
be i ll g soon conveyed to Jengueiz, two Moghul commanders with five 
thousand men proceeded from Xakhsheb, by order of that monarch, 
to complete the extirpation of the devoted Meruzians. By these, the 
town was carried on the first onset, and not much less than one hun- 
dred thousand of the iniiabitants added to the list of former massacres ; 
such a population having in this short period re-asseniblcd among the 
ruins. The sLaughter over, these commanders passed on to some other 
(juarter; leaving one of their companions, of the name of Aukmelek*' 
jiroperly attended, to dispatch tho imliappy few, whom hunger or want 
might compel to creep from their hiding places.. This barbarian, after 
exliausting every device to complete the destruction of the devoted 
inhabitants, as a last expedient, directed one of his followers to give 
the summons to prayer. Deceived by the unexpected call, the me- 
lancholy remnant which had shrunk from the dreadful spectacles' 
that surrounded, into the caverns and sewers beneath the city, once 
more ventured to raise their heads ; and were in an instant doomed to 
share the late of their slaughtered fellow citizens. In short, the des- 
truction was sonearly complete, that ofthe vast population of this ancient 
andmagnificent city, not more than four hundred individuals, of every 
class and description, were left alive.. 

It appears, that at the period when Tuly Kliaun was about to proceed 
towards Meiu, Toghatchaur Gurekan, who is by some considered as 
a younger brother of Karatchaur Nh van, had been dispatched by Jeu- 
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A. H. (Jtn- 20 . guei?:, ^Ith ten t'Hou'santl horse, in the chrecticm of NeyshsrpiiT, sttu- 
A. D- 1222-23. thirty seven degrees of latitude, and about twelve leagues from 

Hal»eib-ub- Mejek-ul-mhlk Khowaufy, and Zeia-ul-mulk Zouzcny, two 

nobles of the court of Sultan Mahomiired the Khaurezmian, and most 
eminent among the natives of Khorassaun, presided in the town ; and 
were both equally impelled by their confidence in a numerous and 
resolute garrison, and in the resources of every kind with which the 
place was abundantly supplied, to defend it to the last extremity. 
Thus animated, in spite of the previous appalling examples, they 
proceeded to plant, and arrange the various warlike machines on the 
towers and ramparts, in order to repel the assaults of the enemy. Of 
this an opportunity was not long wanting. Toghatchaur laid siege to 
theeity : butbeing killed by an arrowonthe thirdday of the attack, the 
Moghul troops abandoned the undertaking, immediately on the death 
of their general ; and separating into two distinct divisions, the one 
directed their course for Subbuzwaur, where they massacred seventv 
thousand of the Mussulman inhabitants, and the other forTusse, which 
became the scene of similar enormities. 

Tilly Khaun being, however, at leisure from the desolation of Meru, 
%vasno sooner apprized of the death of Toghatchaur, than he determined 
on employing the force at his disposal in the reduction of Neyshapiir ; 
and he immediately commenced his march in that direction, detaching 
a division of his army on before, in charge of the catapuitte and iinple- 
tncnts of siege, while he followed wuth the mam bodv i every indivi.. 
dual of which, because the country in the vicinitv'^ of Nevshapur was 
composed of solid rock, he directed tor several stages, to carry with 
lam a quantity of stones, for the supply of the warlike machines. 
Hence, whenthe Moghfds in taking up their stations before the walls, 
deposited their burdens in enormous piles, in the view of the inhabi- 
tants, Mejeir-ul-mulk ami his oarrison, were not at a loss to discover 
that they wmre now to contend witliamore formidable description of 
men, tnan those whom they had recently reimlsed, and, that they Were 
nothkelN to gee riu Of them so speedily. The contemplation, of such 
a spectacle seems, at the same time, at once to have dissipated the 
genrrons resolutior of r, s^s' mee: mice it was iminediatelv determined 
under tfie. impression of tenor protiuceU by it, to dispalclt the Kauzy 
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of the province, to the presence of Tuly Khaiih, in order to intercede 
for mercy in behalf of the unhappy Neyshapurians. The Moghul 
prince was, however, inexorably deaf to their supplications, detaining 
theKauzy a prisoner in his camp. On Wednesday the twelfth of Suf- 
fur, (A. H. 618)* in the morning, hostilities cohimenced on both sides, 
with equal fury and animosity, and continued without intermission 
until the Friday following. Towards the close of that day, the be- 
siegers had Succeeded in filling the ditch in several places ; and, com- 
pleting their passage across to the Khaukreiz, or Fausse bray, from 
thence effected a breach in the principal rampart. On Saturday 
night, the Walls swarmed with the enemy ; and the next day, pouring 
with united force, into the devoted city, the Moghuls proceeded to the 
usual work of pillage and blood. The garrison continued to defend 
themselves to the last, from the porticos arid principal buildings. 
iMejeir-ul-mulk the governor, when resistance appeared to be no longer 
availing, attempted to conceal himself, either in the gallery of a mine, 
or in some excavation of the earth ; but, being soon discovered and 
dragged to light, and making use of harsh and intemperate language 
to his captors, he was dispatched by the most cruel and painful death 
that the spirit of vengeance could devise. 

Kesistance beingat anend, andthe Moghids entire masters of the city, 
the inhabitants,bothmaleandfemale, were driven according to custom to 
the plain w'ithout thewalls; and there, with theexceptionofabout forty 
mechanics, and most ingenious manufacturers, who were exempted 
from the slaughter, perished the whole of tlicm by indiscriminate but- 
chery. The daughter of Jengueiz, and widow of Toghatchaur (hence 
the title of Gurekan,son in law,) then entered the town ; and to avenge 
the death of her husband, left not the vestige of a living creature in 
the place. It was now laid under water for seven days ; and the foun- 
dations of every building thus sapped, the whole city was fiuallv le- 
velled w iththeearth, and thesitesown with barley. A work entitled the 
the history of Khorassaun, is here cited to inform us, that it occupied 
twelve days to number the bodies of those who perished at Neysha- 
pui; and it is affirmed, that exclusive of women and children, they 
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A. H. C 19 - 20 . amounted to the horrible total of one million seven hundred and forty 
A. D. r2-2-j.2:3. n thousand. Tfily Khaun now returned to carry his designs against 
Habeib us- Jigj-aut into execution, leaving a detachment of his troops to destroy 
’ the wretched remnant, that might yet have escaped the frightful mas- 
sacre just recorded. And, should the number of those, who, on thi-s 
and other occasions, fell a sacrifice to the indiscriminate vengeance of 
the Moghuls, appeartosurpass theboundsofcredibility,we have unfor- 
tunately to add, what is but too probable, that the whole population 
of the surrounding country might have crouded within the walls of 
the principal cities, for protection against the exterminating fury of 
their invaders ; and thus served to accumulate an hundred-fold the sad 
list of victims immolated by the sword of the destroyer. 

Having acquitted himself as above, in the entire desolation ofNey- 
shapur, Tuly disclosed the design of proceeding next against .the cele- 
brated metrojiobs of Herat ; the supposed Aria of the Grecian histori- 
ans, situated in thirty four degrees thirty minutes north,* and two 
leagues from a mountain still distinguished as the resort of Magian 
superstition. In the requisite scries of marches he arrived accordingly, 
and pitched his camp a-inong the delicious lawms, and groves of Mes- 
hertu. From thence he dispatched an agent, of the name ofZeubur, to 
the magistrates of this splendid city, to require that the governor, the 
Kauzy, the Khateib, or public orator, and all the most distinguished 
iidiabitunts should repair to meet his standai'd ; “ in order lliat under 
" the shadow of /(A protection, who was the most powerful of earthky 
monarchs, they might screen themselvcsfrom the effects ofthat awful 
visitation which had swept off so many myriads of their unhappy fel- 
“ low sulqects.” Melek Shmns-ud-dein tlie Jurjanian, witha garrison 
notfarshortofonehundred tl)ousandstrong,hadby this timcassumedtlie 
government of the place, on the part of Sultan. Jullaul-ud-dein ; and 
receiving tiie message wdth a burst of indignation, proceeded, with a 
violence equally unwarrantable and unavailing, to put the agent to 
death ; proclaiming aloud, that he trusted the sun wmuld never rise on. 
that day, on which he should be compelled to submit to the impious 
and detested barbarians. 

* it is bi't justice to lemark, that tlic situation of placss is, througbout, taken from De 
ill Ciobv’ii history. 
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When the report of this frantic and useless piece of barbarity, was 
circulated in the camp of the Moghuls, it produced an universal buzz 
of rage and resentment ; and they obeyed, with the eagerness of blood 
hounds, the commands of their general to surround the cit\:. Mf-lek 
Sliums-ud-dein stood most gallantly to his defence ; and, for the space 
of seven days, and to their heavy and mutual loss, the most extraordi- 
nary proofs of intrepidity were exhibited on both sides ; no less than 
seventeen hundred Moghuls of distinguished rank falling in the early 
days of the siege. But, on the eighth day, exposing himself at the head 
of his troops with more than his usualforwardiiess to repel the attacks 
of the besiegers, Shums-ud-deiu was transfixed by an arrow, and ex- 
pired in the heat of the conflict. This fatal misfortune was succeeded 
by one still more fatal, in the dissensions which immediately broke out- 
in tile city ; the adherentsof J ullaiil-ud-dein, anti the inimediatedepen- 
dants of the Jurjanian declaring their resolution not to cease from hos- 
tilities while a spark of life continued to animate their bodies, and the 
Kauzies, the lawyers, and others the most distinguished and opulent 
inliabitants, evincing on their part, a disposition to capitulate. 

The salubrity and mildness of the climate, the beauty of the gardens 
andsurrounding scenery, and the delightful fragrance shed on every side 
by the multiplied variety of odoriferous shrubs and flowers, had, in the 
mean lime, soitened even the austere and rigid nature of the son of Jen- 
gueiz ; and he conceived a repugnance to involve this superb, and fa- 
voritecity, in the destruction w hich had visited the rest ofKhorassaun. 
Oir that day, therefore, on wdiich he discovered in the inhabitants a 
disposition to treat, he approached, with tw'o hundred horse, to the 
edge of the ditch, near the gate oi Feyrouzabad ; and taking off his hel- 
met, announced aloud to the peopfeon the works, that the person who 
spoke to them was Tuly Khaun, the son of the king of kings ; that if 
they were wdlling to accept of terms by which they might secure their 
lives, they w ould immediately cease from hostilities, and submit to his 
authority ;• and that, on engaging to be responsible to his agents, for the 
payment of one half only of the revenues which they had furnished to 
the officers of the king of Ivhaurezm, he would be their pledge for 
the clemency and generosity of his august parent. He confirmed the 
promisesby the most solemn oaths, adding, that if t hey threw open their 
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gates without further resist^ance, they should experience from him, itt 
every respect, the most just and benevolent treatment. After witness- 
ing from the lips of the prince himself, alanguage so singularly moderate 
and unexpected, the citiz.ens immediately ceased hostilities, and aban- 
doned all idea of further resistance ; and, among the first who presented 
themselves before the Moghul, with assurances of submission, was the 
provost of the weavers, at the head of one hundred of the trade, each 
bearing nine pieces of manufacture of the most beautiful fabric, and 
costly materials. After which, the principal inhabitants in their several 
classes, also came out of the town ; and were treated with a condescen- 
sion and humanity, perhaps beyond their hopes. The mercy of Tuly 
Khaun was however withheld from twelve thousand of those more 
immediately attached to the service of the prince of Ivhaurezm, 
whom he caused to be put to death ; this ended^ the inhabitants were 
exposed to no further molestation. The government of the city was 
conferred upon Melek Abu Cukker, a Moghul officer ofthe name of Men- 
ijatav being appointed imperial commissioner; all which being satis- 
factorily arranged, the prince no longer delayed to join his father, who 
was still engaged in the arduous siege of Tairlekau, of which we have 
already spoken. 

The reader of these pages, if haply they should ever fall into the per- 
usal of any, may here perhaps congratulate himself on the exemption 
of this admired and splendid city, from the cruel desolation w-hich had 
laid its neighbours in the dust. Alas ! his horrors will experieime but 
a short suspension. It was destined that Herat should share the fate 
of it’s sister cities to the utmost circumstance — should swallow the 
bitter draught of affliction to the very dregs. 

IMelek Altu Bukker, and his collegue hlengatay, had exerted- them?- 
srdves with considerable zeal in promoting the welfare and repose of 
the people entrusted to their care; and the inhabitants had engaged 
with extraordinary confidence in ce-edifyjng the buildings which bad- 
been injured during the late siege, and in resuming tire culture of 
their lands : but a circumstance was about to occur, which drevv upon 
them in itsdirest horrors, the common lot of Khorassauri. On this head 
the author has presented us with two relations, iu some points materi- 
ally different from each other. The firsts and that to which the authoc 
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of the Teymurian Zuffurnamah has given the preference, is the forlovving. 
M^lek Abu Bukker, and JNIengatay had continued to exercise their au- 
thority but for afew days, or for some comparatively short period, when 
rumours of unexpected victories, gained by Sultan Jullaul-ud-dein the 
Khaureznaian, obtained circulation in Khorassatin. Hence, it was 
rashly concluded by men of narrow comprehensions, that no longer 
able to contend in the field of battle with his enterprising antagonist, 
Jengueiz wouW withdraw into the Tartarian solitudes, with the same 
expedition and rapidity as he had emerged from them. In consequence 
of such rash and absurd misconceptions, the Moghul governors and 
agents in every part of the province, were indiscriminately devoted 
to destruction ; and it was under the influence of the prevailing mania 
that, notvvitlistanding the benevolence of their administration, the 
magistrates set over them bv Tuly Khaun were put to the sword bv the 
people of Herat 

But, the account to which, by the adoption of it into his laborious 
woikof the Rouz ut-us-SLiffd, the venerated father of our author is said 
to have aiven the stamp of truth, he submits to his reader in the sub- 
joined particulars. During the period in which Tilly Khaun was em- 
ployed in carrying jiillage and slaughter through Khorassaun, the 
Moghuls were frustrated in every attempt to make themselves masters 
of the fortress of Kaliouss, subsequently known by the name ofXeir- 
ahtu ; and afterwards, when the departure of that prince to rejoin his 
father had been ascertained, a report being conveyed to the garrison of 
the same fortress thatthepeopleof Herat had pledged themselves to their 
newmasters for thereduction of the place, and that the}" were busily en- 
gaged in preparations for the siegeof it, the jealousy of the Kalioussiaiis 
became alarmed ; and it was resolved, in thecourse oftheirdeliberations, 
that some device should be immediately put in practice to create, be- 
tween the Moghuls and the men of Herat, such a subject of animosity 
as it might beditlicult, if not impossible, to reconcile, or appease. For 
this purpose, they fixed upon a man whose name, or perhaps the ad- 
junct to it, was .Saheb, remarkable for his uarmg and intrepid spirit, 
whom, witheighty desperados of asimilartextureof mind, they directed 
fo proceed to Herat; where, by whatever means they found practica- 
ble, they wore to dispatch both Itlelck Abu Bukker, and his collegue, 
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A. II. 610 - 20 . Mengatay. Having accordingly obtained admission into the city, under 
A. D. 1322-2!}. disguise of merchants, the assassin and his accomplices, in order 
llabeib us- carry on the deception, amused themselves for some time in travers- 
ing the streets and squares, in the pursuits of their pretended avocation ; 
until one day, that Abu Bukker and Mengatay were riding without 
suspicion of evil at the foot of the rampart, or fortifications of the town, 
they availed themselirgs of the opportunity, and put them both to death 
with their knives and daggers. In conformity with the proverb, “the 
“ wish is cause suflicient,” the whole city immediately flew to arms, 
and put to the sword without exception all who had been attached to 
the murdered magistrates ; after which they proceeded to vest the govern- 
ment in Melek Mubaurez-ud-dein Subbuzwaury, and an Arab chief 
of the name of xVbdurraihman. 

When Jengueiz became informed of this sudden act of violence, on 
the part of the peopleof Herat, his indignation maybebetter imagined 
than described ; he discharged however, the first effusions of it upon his 
son, whom he bitterly reproached as the origin of the mischief, by his 
misplaced lenity, in diverting from the inhabitants of that turbulent 
city,-the vengeance to which he had destined them. Eiltchigaday, or 
Eiltchikdai Nuyan, with a fresh body of eighty thousand horse, rvas 
then ordered to repair the error ; with express and positive injunction, 
when he should have reduced the devoted town, not to spare the life 
of a single human being. Eiltchigaday marched accordingly and en- 
camping at a convenient distance on one side of the place, allowed to 
his soldiers the interval of a month, to prepare their materials for the 
siege. In the mean time, he was further joined by reinforcements from 
different quarters, to the number of fifty thousand men . Neither were 
Mubaurez-ud-dein and his associate, on their part, less attentive in 
their preparations to repel the formidable attack which menaced them ; 
exacting trom tin- inhabitants, from the highest to the lowest, a so- 
lemn engagem nt, to decline no sacrifice, to omit no exertion, in tha. 
defence of all t;iat could make existence valuable ; but of all things 
to bewareof that tatal disunion which, on the recent occasion, had pro- 
duc( d the surrender of their independence. 

t the expiration of the stated period of a month, Eiltchigadav pro- 
i;eedta to assign to his officers their respective stations opposite to the 
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principal gates of Herat, posting at the same time on each face of the 
town a powerful division of thirty thousand men ; threatening the se- 
verest punishments to those who failed in the discharge of their duty ; 
and holding out the noblest and most liberal encouragements to those 
who bravely and honorably acquitted themselves. The attack of the 
city was immediately commenced on four separate points. 

For six months and seven days, to which the siege was now pro* 
tracted, and during which, both the attack and defence were supported 
with infinite valour, and mutual slaughter, but little progress appears 
to have been made towards the reduction of the town ; until some time in 
the latter Jummaudy of the six hundred and nineteenth of the Hidjer- 
ali,* when, the Moghul general having carried on his assaults without 
intermission for several days successively, although with the loss on 
each occasion of five thousand of his bravest troops, the revetement 
of the rampart began to be perforated in several places by the repeated 
impetus of the warlike machines; and the mines which the besiegers 
carried on under cover of their tentsf were now approaching the foun* 
dations of the principal towers. In these circumstances, a part of the 
wall to the extent of fifty cubits suddenly gave way, and overwelm- 
ing one of the tents in which the Moghuls were at work, four of 
their most distinguished officers perished under the ruins. Three days 
afterwards, the garrison, reduced to the verge of despair, by the scarcity 
if not the total failure of the means of subsistance, became evidently 
languid in their exertions ; and of this, on one of the Fridays of the 
month just mentioned, in the morning, Eiltchigaday immediately avail- 
ed himself, to storm and take possession of the tower, called theBurj- 
e-khauk-ber-serr, subsequently designated the of ashes " and 

from thence pouring sword in hand into the unhappy city, his sol- 
diers proceeded.witli more than their ordinary ferocity to massacre the 
whole of the inhabitants, without the exception of male or female 
oldor young; neither, for the space of seven days and as many nights, 
were the infuriated barbarians engaged in any other employment than 
that^of pillage and slaughter, and conflagration and ruin: during which, 

* July, A. D.122->. 

t.TJii* is equivocal; tlirir battcriiig rams v/ere probably wrought undercover oflents. 
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A. H. -eis-ao. they are said to have immolated to the number of one million six hun- 
A. D. 1222-23. thousand persons, and upwards. 

llabeib-iis- Havinsraccomplished hisbloodverrand,EiltchiMdayN&van withdrew 

&e>r. V 

to the territory of lieratroud ; but, lest a vestige should remain alive of 
tlie miserable inhabitants of the late flourishing metropolis, he dis- 
patched, on his arrival at the town of Ouba-k, a body of two thousand 
iMoghuls back again, with orders to hasten to join the spirits of their 
slaughtered fellow citizens, such of the melancholy remnant as might 
have ventured to creep’from concealment. T hese remorseless barbarians 
returned accordingly, and to the fearful list of slaughter, added that of 
three thou sand persons more, who had unhappily re-assembled among the 
ruins of their country. Toclose this mournful detail, the historian pro- 
ceeds to relate, that, of the whole population of Herat, not more than six- 
teen individuals survived, by concealing themselves eitheriu thedrains, 
or channels, in the dome of the principal mosque, one of whom was 


IMowlanaShurt-ud-dein, the Khateib or public orator, or preacher, of the 
village of Jeghartaun ; and that when the Moghuls had finally quitted 
this scene of devastation and blood, one of the sixteen issued" from the 
mosque, and seated himselfbefore the slab of what had been a confec- 


tioner^s shop ; where, after looking for some time wistfully round him, 

andperceivingno human beingbuthimself,heatlast ventured toexclaim 

aloud, “ heaven be praised a man may be permitted once more to 
“ breath in safety !” after tliis, they were gradually joined by four and 
twenty other persons, from different places in the adjoining territory ; 
and for the period of fifteen years, exclusive of these forty individuaisi 
not a human being was to be found in the whole extent of tiiis once 
magnificent city and its dependencies. The forlorn remnant took 
up its al.ode beside the liiiucipal mosque and college of Shltan Ghev- 
auth-ud-dein the Ghourian, where they subsisted for some time it"is 
said, on the dried flesh of the carcases of the slain ; until, by exploring 
the granaries and stai.les, anci collecting, grain by grain, a few measures 
otwheatand barley, they proceeded bj such means asthev could devise 
to cultivate a au.all piece of s,o„ml foe ... ceptiou, 'and secured a 
seamy cop for ti.er fust harvest. 'I'liey elected the ahove-meutioned 
Sl,nrf-ud.de,„.,„p,es,d, over their infan, commuaitv; aud they con. 
trnued to cx.st, -lunicr various .hfficulucs aud discouragements; until 



533 


the period at which, on succeeding to his father's power, Ougtay K^an 
determined to restore their beloved city ; and for that purpose dis- 
patched from his court, accompanied by other respectable persons, 
Ezz-ud-dein Mukudduin, with instructions to rebuild and repeople the 
long neglected ruins of Herat. 

Jengueiz, either by himself or his generals, had thus satiated his 
vengeance, in the manner which we havebriefly attempted to describe, 
andiu the entire subversion of every thing that constituted the strength 
and glory of the Persian empire, when he conceived it expedient to 
deliberate with Karatchaur and others his ministers and principal ge- 
nerals, on his future proceedings. To the majority it appeared ad\ isa- 
ble, that his son Tcheghatui should beiminediatelydetached to the bor- 
ders of Mekraun, in order to lay waste and destroy the approaches from 
lliudustaun through that province ; while prince Ougtai should be 
employed witli a similar object, to over-run the whole territory to the 
Ind us. Thus, in the event that Sultan Ju!laul-ud-dein should attempt 
to return in either direction, he might find himsedf entirely destitute 
of the means of subsistance for his army. The mandates of Jengueiz 
were issued in conformity with this plan of operations ; and the two 
princes, each with a powerful division of troops, hastened to carry it 
into execution. In the spring of the year((j'20), the Moghul monarch 
finally resolved on returning to his native dominions ; and taking the 
same road by which he had entered the province ofGheznein, that of 
'i'okharestaun, he proceeded to Baklaiin or Bakalaun, in the same 
territory, where he passed the summer. In the commencement of au- 
tumn, he recrossed the Jeyhun and marched to Samarkand; where he re- 
mained during the winter, or cold season of (iSO-Sl. 

The princes Tcheghatiii and Ougtiii proceeded, on the other hand, 
to complete the designs of their father’s vindictive policy, with their usual 
promptitude and precision ; and having carried pillage, and massacre, 
and desolation, through the greater part of the countries exposed to 
their fury, and destroyed among other places, in particular, the city of 
(jhezneiii, the}" returned, at the termination of this predatory sweep 
by separate routes into Transoxiana, and went into winter-quarters at 
Bokhara. The short relaxation which they now enjoyed from the 
fatigues of war was devoted to the field sports of hawking and hunting; 
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A. H. 6*21-24. and they are eaid, on this occasion, to have furnished their father at 
A. P. i2*>4-*27. Samarkand, with a weekly supply of fifty ass-loads of game. 

Habeib-us- theconclusion of the cold season, and the opening of the beauties 

sew 

^ ‘ of spring, *Jengueiz took his final departure for the country of the Mo- 

ghvds ; giving direction that the captive dowager, TurkanKhatun the 
mother of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmtan, with the wives and 
women of that once powerful monarch, should be conducted, in cruel 
triumph, at the head of his columns of march, while the misfortunesand 
ruin of her house were proclaimed, with every circumstance of humi- 
liation, throughthe countries so recently subject to herauthority. On 
the banks of the Seyhun, both Tcheghatai and Ougtai rejoined the 
eamp of their father; which, after passing that river, was subsequently 
removed to the plains of Baklanyauzj, in the neighborhood, as it would, 
appear from De la Croix, of Tonkaut, or Finauket. 

In consequence of the jealousies which subsisted between him and' 
his brother, Jujy, or Tchiitchy Khaun, after thereduction of Khaurezm, 
had marched with his division into Keptchauk Tartary, eastward of 
the \ olga. From thence he was now summoned, to complete on his 
side, the arc of the grand circular hunt, (Jerkah)t which his father and 
brothers, with the main body of the army, were gradually proceedin'^ 
to carry on from the banks of the Seyhun. At the station of Oukaeir, 
where the dilferent points, or extremities, of the enormous circle be- 
came united, Jengueiz first advanced to the slaughter of the infinite 
variety of wild auimals which had been driven together towards the 
centre ; and haring kdled with his own hands a lioajj of deer and an- 
telope, and in short of every species of game, until he became weary of 
the sanguinary amusement, he consigned tire remainder to the disposal 
of the shalizadahs of the imperial family, and of the other generals. 
When the whole became also satiated witli this species of sraughter„ 
the animals that s-urvived were liheraled to their native solitudes, va- 
riously marked according to the fancy of the liberators. 

At the termination of the imperivd hunt, Jhjy Khaun, who had la- 
boured for some time under displeasure, was restored to bis father’s 

A. D. 1224. 

-( AccordiH" to De Ja Croi-c the cir .'e on its earliest formation, is called iAci7,t. See his 

description of this usa-nitieeut amusement, iaCap.YII. of his, historv 
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presence, whose hands, submissively kneeling, he w'as permitted to 
kiss. Among the vast and splendid display of presents, which he of- 
fered on this occasion to the acceptance of his father, was a lot of one 
hundred thousand valuable horses, of which twenty thousand were 
all of one colour, grey — (Khink). 

Jengueiz passed the summer season* (621) at the same station of 
Oukaeir,'!' having there convoked an extraordinary Kuriltai, or general 
diet of the states of his immense dominions ; at which the only trans- 
action noticed by our author, is the punishment of some Eyghurian 
chiefs. And in the month of Zilhudje, the last of the six hundred and 
twenty first year of the Hidjerah,J after an absence of about six years, 
this mighty monarch returned to his imperial residence of Karakorum. 

lie was however suffered to enjoy but a very short repose from the 
fatigues of this memorable expedition. During the severity of 
the same winter, reports successively came in, of the disaffection and 
rebellious designs of Sheiderku or perhaps Sheidazku,theprinceofTan- 
gueit, or Neiket, otherwise called also Kashein, north-west of the 
(,'hinese frontier ; and of his activity in assembling vast bodies of troops 
for purposes manifestly hostile. Jengueiz did not hestitate a moment 
to forsake the festivities of his capital, and to proceed at the head of 
his troops to anticipate the designs of his adv'ersary ; who advanced, 
on his part to oppose him, with an army of not less than five hundred 
thousand fighting men. Of the dreadful battle, which, at a subsequent 
period, terminated this war, the authorfurnisbes no other description, 
than that, through the operation of that eternal destiny which in all 
things sustained thegrandeur of Jengueiz, the Taugutian was defeated, 
with the loss of the greater part of his army ; that amona: the Moghuls 
there prevails a ludicrous persuasion, that for every hundred thousand 
killed in battle, one of the slain rvill be found standing on his head re- 
versed ; and that on this occasion three of those who perished on the 
side of Sheiderku, were found in that position. Hence it is inferred 
that the number of those who fell, on the part of the vanquished mon- 
arch amounted to three hundred thousand. After this dreadful and 

^ July, August, 1 £124. 

'} \ plain ',evco leagues in extent, ia tLe neigubur.iood of Toiikaut ; according to De la 
Ciuix. 

I December, or January, A, D. 122 1-25, 
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A. H. e:h2-24. sanguinary discomfiture, Sheiderku retired to the fortress of Artakia, 
A. D. i2’5-27. perhaps Arbaka, among the mountains bordering his country to the 
llabeil) us- -westward, between it and the territory of the Evghurs ; while Jen- 
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gueiz proceeded without interruption, to extend his destructive ravages 
to the whole of the country of Kashein, now abandoned to his mercy. 

When he had glutted his troops with pillage and slaughter, on the 
dominions of his adversary, Jengueiz drew them westwards, in the 
direction of Jurjah (Jurje) and Tengnaush. The prince of the for- 
mer country hastened, however, to avert the approaching storm, by 
early assurances of submission, and by a dispatch of presents suitable 
to the grandeur and power of his formidable assailant. Among the 
articles which composed tliis splendid offering to disarm a tyrant' of 
his vengeance, is said to have been a tray of pearls, of the finest water 
and beauty; which Jengueiz. directed to be distributed onthespot, to 
suchof his soldiers as had their ears perforated for the reception of such 
a jewel ; and it is further stated, that while tlie imperial attendants 
were carrying into execution the orders of their sovereign, several of 
the Moghuls, whose ears had not previously undergone the neces- 
sary op(“ration, proceeded without ceremonyto bore anti mangle them 
with their knives and packing needles, in order to possess tlicmselves 
of theseprcc ions ornaments. A circumstance which is possibly des- 
cribed to attest, at the same time, the brutality and avarice of these 
ferocious tribes. There was, however, such abundance of the article, 
that a prodigious surplus undisposed of, still reniaiued among the trea- 
sures of Jengueiz. 

The agents of Sheiderku, orSheidezku, hastened in the mean time 
from Artakia, with proposals from their master to submit himself to 
the- mercy ot Jengueiz, anti eren to appear in pt^r.son in his camp, 
at the expiration of one month, provided the Moghiil monarch would 
solemnly engage to spare his life. To thisengagement, Jengueizdid not 
scruple to pledge his faith, at the raomeut that he harboured the 
most deliberate design to violate it, whenever the credulous prince 
should put himself in his power. But, the health and strength of this 
great and ferocious conqueror were now. rapidly declining ; and he per- 
ceived that the i>eriod was fast approaching, in which all the views of. 
earthly grandeur and ambition, must finally tenninate. 
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At this solemn crisis, he called together around him his sons, and 
brothers, and the other princes of his blood, at the head of whom ap- 
peared hissage and faithful counsellor K?iratchaur. Having dispatched 
some preliminary admonitions, in which above all things, he strenu- 
ously recommended a spirit of harmony among themselves, as the firm- 
est basis on which to preserve unbroken the glorious inheritance which 
he was about toleave_them, he addressed himselfexclusively to his three 
sons, Tcheghatai, Ougtai, and Tuly Khaun, all of whom were present, 
and demanded, in the event they conceived such a designation advi- 
sable, whom in theif opinion they thought he should nominate to suc- 
ceed him ? the royal brothers at once declared, that by inclination and 
duty, they were equally disposed to submit to any arrangement, that 
might accord with their father’s sovereign pleasure. Jengueiz then 
pronounced, that to the bulk of his dominions, and to the throne of the 
Khauns, he vested the succession, without alternative, in his third son 
Ougtai ; and causing an instrument to that effect to be drawn up on 
the spot, he immediately required that his other sons, and his brothem, 
should affix their signatures to it, engaging themselves, under every 
contingency, and with unfailing zeal, to be obedient to the authority of 
that prince. The territory of Turkestaun westward, with Mawur-un- 
nehcr or Transoxiana, he at the same time allotted to Tcheghatai* 
Th eii calling for the covenant between Kabal Khaun and Katchuly 
Jiahauder, attested underthegreat sealofTotimnah Khaun, hedclivered 
it into the hands of Tcheghatai ; with a solemn charge, that in confor- 
mity with the stipulations ot that venerated engagement, he should in 
all things govern himself by the counsels orK&ratchaiir Nuyaii, whom 
he admonished him to consider, in every respect, his associate in wealtii 
and power, and to whose guidance and discretion he how finally con- 
signed him. To all this, Tcheghatai pledged himself faithfully to conform. 

This inaportant arrangement dispatched, Jengueiz finally required 
that his death, whenever that av/ful consummation which he daily 
looked for should have taken place, might as long as possible be kept 
a secret ; and, as if he were desirous to tlie last that his glories should 
t)e steeped in blood, but ostensibly that his children might succeed to 
their inheritance, undisturbed by external hostility, hecommanded that 
when SheiderkUj relying on the faith of the recent treaty, should qnii: 
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the safe^uanl of his asylum in the mountains, and appear in the 
camp ofUie Moghuls, he should be instantly put to the sword, toge. 
ther with the whole of his followers. Shortly afterwards he expired ; 
but it would be difficult to coincide with our author and his muse, 
in the remark “that the eyes of this tremendous conqueror weie no 
“ sooner closed, than it might be forgotten that he was ever born,” al- 
though few will be disposed to question, that there were millions who 

lamented that he ever saw the light. 

The dissolution of this fearful instrument of the vengeance of an 
offended God, is said to have taken place on the fourth day ol the 
month of Ramzaun, of thesix hundred and twenty fourtli of the llid- 
jerali* corrcspondiing with tlie Tenguzeil, or year of the mouse . it that 
be the first of the twelve-year cycle ot the Moghul kalenoar, exh united 
in De la Croix’s history, remarkable for being also the year ot his birth, 
and of his accession to sovereign power. He had nearly attained to 
the seventy fifth Lunar year of his age ; having lived exactly seventy 
two Solar years, six months and two and twenty days, and held the 
universal sovereignty ot the Tartar nations, for a period ot five and 
t wen ty L ii n ar years . 

Of w'i \'es and concubines he his represented to have entertained up- 
wards of five iuindred ; of whom the pre-eminence is assigned to the fol- 
lowingfiveprincesses in particular. 1 . Burtah, or Purtah Koutchiii, the 
daughter of Zei Nuyan, chief of the Ivonkoraut, or Congorat nation. 

2. Kenju, or Kebkhu Khatun, the daughter of Altai), or Altun Ivhaiin, 
of Khatai. 3. Goury, or Gouzi Sunni, the daughterof Tayang Ivliaun., 
4. Bevsuloun, perhaps Ouisoiilougiac, the daughter of Ouiig Khauii. 

3 . Tchanku,or Janku Kuloun(tvoulanKhatunof Dela Croix) the daugh- 
ter of Tairasiiii (a Moghul, Khaun or chief of the Merkeitc). Of these 
five illustrious ladies, the precedence is again allotted to Burtah Kou- 
tchin, who bore to her august consort, four sons and five daughters. 
The male children to Jengueiz arc, however, on the authority of the 
preliminary discourse to the Teymuriaii Zuffur-namah, represented as 
nine in number in the whole ; of wliom the four sons of Burtah Kou- 
tchin, have obtained a very distinguished place in the history of na- 
tions. These were 1. Juj\ , or Tchiitchy, or Tushy. 2. Tcheghatai, 
or Zagatay. 3. Ougtai, or Oukdai, or Octai. 4. Tuly. The former, 

* Sixteenth of .4ugust, A. D. liil. 
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^nd the two latter, under their father’s authority, presided with dif- 
ferent titles, in the principal departments of the state, Jujy, the pro- 
genitor of the Khaunsof Keptchauk,and the Crimea, was grand hunts- 
man, and master of the revels. Ougtai superintended in the depart- 
ment of civil affairs; and Tuly Khaun, hence probably entitled Ou- 
lugli, or Ulugh Nuyan, the great Amcir, presided over, and regulated 
all things relating to the safety of the camp, and the administration of 
the armies. 

The author concludes his summary of the acts of this wonderful 
man, by describing that Jengueiz professed himself of no particular 
religion, or mode of faith; and that he equally avoided either molesting, 
or giving the preference, to any one profession of belief beyond ano- 
ther; on thecontrary, that he treated with respect and humanity the 
learned and the pious of all religions ; rendering this his medium to the 
favor of that Eternal King, whose nature is superior to all wants and 
imperfections, and whose beneficence surpasses measure, as much as 
his power traiiscends all magnitude. To Jengueiz are finally ascribed 
most of the laws and usages observed to the days of the author, among- 
the Moghul tribes; and , from an anecdote \\ith respect to his son 
Ougtfii, it would appear, at the same time, that he was totally unac- 
quainted with all other languages than his own, A native of Cokhara, 
of the name ofMalimud Yelwauje, held a distinguished, ifnot a prin- 
cipal emplo3anpnt in the Vizzaurut, orministrv, of this great monarcli. 

Soon after the death of Jengueiz, like the wild animal which volun- 
tarilv steps into the snare of the hunter, the unfortunate Sheiderku 
presented himself in the camp of the Moghuls; and, in stiict coufor- 
mitv with the dying injunctions of their father, was immediately cut 
to pieces, by the Shahzadahs, together with all that accompanied him. 
The\" then returned to the imperial n-sidcnce of Karakorum; in the 
neighborhood of which, at the foot of a tree, expressly" marked out for 
the purpose by himself, one da_v during a hunting part}', tliev commit- 
ted the remains of their august and renowned parent, to the narrow 
dhamh'cr of the grave. In a very short time, the spot wh.'-h encircled 
the tomb, was so overgrown with trees and shrubs, planted in all pro- 
bability by th" hands of these who ven- rated theimmortil spirit which 
reposed there, as to become equally impenetrable to the winds ofhea- 
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ven, and inaccessible to the curiosity of man ; nothing human, bein^ 
thus further permitted to imprint its footsteps upon the hallowed sod 
which covered the ashes of the invincible Jengueiz. 

Before vve resume the legitimate course of the narrative, the reader 
may, perhaps, be disposed to lend his attention a little further, white 
Ave briefly dispatch the history of the immediate successors of this 
magnanimous monarch, in the remoter regions of the east. 

It has already been seen, that the title to the succession was dis- 
tinctly decided in favor of the third son, Ougtui,* by the express and 
solemn judgment of his father ; and he appears to have proved himself 
a prince of singular talents, benevolence, and virtue, selected by the 
goodness of providence to heal those wounds inflicted on the still 
bleeding nations, by the avenging power of his predecessor. Never- 
theless, after discharging the last solemn duties to the remains of the 
departed hero, the Shahzadahs separated to their respective places of 
residence, without coming to any express resolution on the subject of 
tlic sovereign authority. 

Two years subsequent to this separation,j- the leading branches of 
the family of Jengueiz re-assembled, however, from dill’erent parts of 
IMoghulstaun, in order to form a general diet of the states of Tartarv, 
at the imperial Ourdu ot Karakorum. Among those enumerated to 
have met on this important occasion, were Batu, and his brothers tlie 
sons of Jujy Khaun, from Keptchauk ; Outakein, Balkouty, and Eyl- 
tcha, the brothers of Jengueiz, from the provinces to the eastward ; 
and Karatchaur from Peishbaligh, on the part of Tcheghatai ; Ougtai, 
and Tuly Khaun, with the younger children of Jengueiz, being already 
on the spot. The dying instructions of that monarch, and the elevation 
of his third son to the throne of the Moghuls, by the title of Ougtai 
Kaan were now made the subject of serious deliberation; and that 
prmce was urged by the unanimous voice of the august assembly, to 
invest himself without futher delay, with the supreme and sovereign 
power. Ougtai, at first, appeared to decline the arduous task, alleging 

•In the s.A.nc and indifferent manuscripts, this name is indiscriminately ,.ritten Oukfcu 
and Oukdai : we have chosen that which appears in the text, as convey in,- the nearest resem- 
blance of the origmal. European writers have ho« ever i„ general made it Octai. 

t About A. D. 1229, 
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at the same time, the superiorclaimsofhiselderhrotherTcheghatai, and 
thepre-emineut talents of liis uncles ; the debate being* thus protracted for 
a period of fort v days. On the forty first day, however, as soon as the sun 
had ascended his golden car in the azure vault of heaven, thewlioleof 
the Shahzudahs with theprincessesof the imperial family, and Nuyans, 
declared in a body toOugtai, their equal repugnance and inability to 
proceed, in any respect, contrary to the express and solemn decisionof 
theirlate v^enerated sovereign ; and that it thereforebehovedhim to waive 
these scruples more specious than solid, and to charge himself, since 
there wasnoalteinati ve, with the security and happiness of that countless 
mass ofnations, which extended over so vast aproportion of the habitable 
globe. Ougtai no longer resisted their united importunities ; but nod- 
ding a reluctant assent. theShalizavlahs, in conformity withthepractice 
of the Moghuls on similar occasions, immediately cast loose t!ie girdles 
Irom their waists ; and, Tuly Kliaun taking liis brother by the riglit 
hand, while his uncle Ontakein supported him on the left, the whole 
proceeded, at the hour agreed upon by the astrologers, to seat him on 
ti]e throne of his father, accompanying the ordinary vows and congra- 
tulations, with a shower of gold and jewels W'hich they scattered upon 
liis head. Tlie princesand Ameirs then bent their knees to the earth, 
tiine times ; after which, agreeable also to the custom of their forefa- 
thers, they repaired to a spot without the imperial residence, and again 
knelt three times, with their faces towards tlie sun. They finally re- 
turned to the presence of Ougtai, to partake in the scenes of festivity 
and joy, usual on such occasions ; while the gates of the imperial trea- 
sury being thrown wide open by the new sovereign, a distribution 
of presents, in jewels, and specie, and costly habiliments, immediately 
took place, to an incalculable amount. 

When the attention of the monarch, and his court, was sufficiently 
disengaged from the dispatch of these important preliminaries, the wis- 
dom of Ougtai was directed to compose .the disorders which had ari- 
sen in some of the remoter provinces of the empire. Among others 
employed to assert, and vindicate his authority, throughout the regi- 
ons of Tartary and the territories of the Persian empire, ^vas Jermau- 
ghun Nhyan ; detached, about this period, with three tomauns, or 
thirty thousand horse, into Irak and AzcrbSiijaun, to oppose the designs 
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of Sultan Jiillaul-ucl-dein. This chief, as Nvell as others who proceeded 
on similar errands to different quarters, at the same time, returned at 
distant periods, crowned with victory, and loaded Avith spoil. 

In the former month of Rebbeia* of the six hundred and twenty 
seventh ot the Hidjerah, Ougthi, accompanied by his brothers Tche- 
ghatai and Tuly, engaged in an expedition to complete the conquest 
of China; the emperor A Itan Ivhaun, wlio continued to support his 
authority at Tayming, having probably about this crisis, evinced the 
design of recovering his hereditary dominions to the northward. When 
they had proceeded for some marches together, Tuly Khaun Avas de- 
tached with an advanced diA ision of two tomauns, to enter China by 
the route of Tibet ; Ougtai in person, Avith the mainlmdy, takingthe 
light hand, or perhaps more correctly, the direct road into the enemv’s 
tciritor\ . The di\ ision under fiily Khaun appeared first Imfore acitv 
ii])on the Feramuran, or Avhite, or p.erhaps yellow river, AAdiich after a 
.siege ot forty days, he succeeded in taking posssesion of. From thence, 
attei exhibiting the customary scenes of pillage and slaughter, he con- 
tinued Ids march towards tiie metropolis of Tayming. In tlie pass of 
Dutungfau Kehlika, (perhaps Kentacla) he appears to haA'e been hemmed 
.n 1)A one of vlie C him se geneials, at the head ot one linndred thousand 
horse ; alter having lieeii driven for some time on tlie Avav towards Kha- 
tai. or northern China. On tliis oeeasion, Tuly is described to have 
had recourse to the mysterious influence of the Sung yeddah, or lapis 
imbnter,to relieve him !rom his perilous situation; and this is said to 
have actually produced so prodigious a fall of snow, that the Chinese 
army, rendered incapable o. exerlien by tlie severity of the cold, Ava.s 
for the greater part cut to pieces : thus, according to our author, though 
Avithoutexplam.ug wherefore, exhibiting in another shape, tbeiud- 
mei.t anciently inll.cted on the sinful countrvmeu of Lot. lie tbit, 
however, as it may, the ohst.dcs thrown in Uie Avav of Tuly Khaun 
on tins occasion, appear for the nresr.nt- tr, h,,. ‘ - r 

-p . . V l'>e.,^nt to have prevented the attack 

of ' Avnmig ; since he must have ill. irie.ii'Uplx- novi f i c . 
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expedition. Koutulkft, or Koutukou Hurreby, a commander of high 
distinction in the Moghul armies, was chosen upon this, to proceed 
witli a powerful force to the reduction of the Chinese capital, and fi- 
nally to terminate the authority of Altan Khaun. 

Ougtai returned shortly afterwards to the Yurut, or seat of his an- 
cestors; but, his brother Tidy was seized with his last illness, and died 
on the march homewards, on this occasion. lie was, as we have al- 
ready seen, the fourth soaof Jengueiz, theinseparablecompanion ofhis 
enterprises, and his faithful counsellor under the most difficult contin- 
gencies of his arduous career, lie left eight sons ; four of whom, 
the same mother, wlio was the daughter of Janku or Tchangu, a Chris- 
tian prince, the brother of Oung Kliaun. These were Mangu, Koub- 
lai, Artekbuka, and Hulaukii Kliaun. The names of the others would 
be unimportant. 

In the mean time, Koutulku, the Moghid general, appeared before 
Tayming ; and was attac*ked, and defeated by an immense multitude 
which issued from the gates of that city. A report ofhis misfortune 
was conveyed to his sovereign without delay by the general ; and a 
reinforcement, numberless as the sands of tlie desart. was immediately 
dispatched to his aid. By this, Kourulka was enabled to resume the 
wonted superiority ofhis nation, and, having soon ai’terwards beaten 
the Khatayan armies out of the field, to invest the then metropolis of 
theChinese monarchy. Subdued by his ap;)rehensions, Altaii fvhaun, 
or the prince who bore the title, embarked, in these circum'^taiices of 
his capital, on the great river by wliieli it was protected on one side ; 
and for tlie present withdrew from tlie danger. But, beii5g unceasingly 
pursued by the persevering and iiidefatigal/le Moghuls, he was at last 
shut up in one of the remoter cities ofhis dominions, without the pos- 
sibility of further escape^; and there, cut otF from all liope of deliverance 
from the rancour ofhis enemies, he took his final resolution. Having 
seated one ofhis Kourtcheis, or guards, on the throne oftheChine.se 
monarchy, hedelil>erat(dy cast himself, togotlier with his wives and chil- 
clrmi, into the bosom of the burni ’trpile; in which he was immediately 
consumed to ashes. According to others he put a period to his life and 
misfortunes by hanging himself. Th*’" whole empire not long after- 
wards, submitted in consequence, to KoutCilkd; and prodigious riches 
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became, as might be well conceived, the lot of the victorious Moghuls; 
and, when the triumphant conclusion ot the undertaking was made 
known to the imperial Ougtai, he hastened to provide for the security 
of the new government, by dispatching Mahmud Yelwauje, the Bokh- 
arian formerly adverted to as one of the ministers of Jengueiz, with a 
code of laws and orders for its permanent regulation. 

The complete subjugation of the Chinese monarchy, on the death of 
Altan Khaun, by the sons of Jengueiz, is here stated to hav'e occurred 
in the former Jummaudy of the six hundred and thirty first of the 
llidjerah ;* about sixyears and six months after the demise of that great 
conqueror. In the course of the same year, Ougtai having erected for 
himself at Karakorum, a palace of extraordinary magnificence, each of 
the Shahzadahs, and principal Ameirs proceeded to follow his example, 
by raising, contiguous to, and in the quarters round it, superb and 
lofty structures, decorated with all the skill and exquisite workman- 
ship, for which the artists of Khata}' and China, now assembled at the 
imperial residence, have ever been so justly celebrated. Two years 
afterwards, namely, in the six hundredand thirty third of the llidjerah,* 
bis nephew Batu the son of Jujy, his own son Guyug, or Gayug, with 
Mangu the son of Tuly, and Mungaotoury, and Paydaur, the sons of 
Tcheghatai, proceeded by the directionsof Ougtai to reduce the several 
countries of Russe, or Muscovy, Tchirkess, or Circassia, Bulghaur, 
north ot Keptchauk, and lastly of Ivashghar. In a period ofseven years, 
during which they were employed in these widely extendedoperations, 
they are said to have been triumphant in every quarter; returning at 
the expiration of that period, covered witli glory to the court of Oug- 
tai ; and it was probably during this expedition, which took place be- 
tween the 1236th and the 1243d of the Christian aera, that Batu carried 
his ravages through Poland, and Moravia and Hungary, to the banks 
of the Danube. 

About the same period, the six hundred and thirty third year of the 
llidjerah, an officer ot the name ot Arghiin Aka, or Aga, of the tribe ol 
Ouairat, brought up in the civil, or financial department of the army, 
and enrolled among the macebearers ot the court, was appointed to 
the go\ eminent ot Ivhorassaun. This nobleman, soon after his arrival 
- * Febniiay. A. D. 1234. f A. D. 123G. 
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in liis province, undertook in one of liis'dispatches to describe to his 
sovereign, some faint outline of the melancholy desolation which still 
covered theterritoryofHerut, The heart ofOugtai long inured, as hehad 
been, to the most dreadful scenes of havoc and blood, had by this time 
begtin to expand to the sentiments of benevolence to which he wa-s 
disposed by nature. He became impressed with an earnest desire to 
restore from its ruins, that once splendid and beautiful city ; and gav'e. 
orders that Ameir£zz-ud-dein, the provost of the weavers, who with 
live hundred of his trade, had been formerly transported into Tartary, 
on the submission of the inhabitants to Tuly Khaun, should immedi- 
ately proceed into Ivhorassaua ; accompanied by fifty of his fellow ex- 
iles, expressly charged to employ their utmost exertions in rebuilding 
their native place, and in restoring cultivation to the surrounding soli- 
tude. A Moghed chief of the name of Kereikwas their associate, with 
a ])ateut for the government of Herat, and letters addressed to the peo- 
ple of Khorassaiin in general : calling upon them to be ware of exhibit- 
ing tlie slightest neglect in promoting the benevolent design. In the 
six hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,* Kzz-ud-dein niid his 
associates reached Herat, and commenced w ithout delay, and wdth the 
utmost activity, tiie work of restoration. The exertions of patriot 
zeal, and benevolent policy, w^ere in a short time n*compensed. The 
k)ng lamented city rose again majestic among the ruins, and rapidly 
resumed the resemblance, at least, of her former stateliness, and exten- 
sive pop\dation. 

Many conspicuous and striking proofs are further related of the en- 
larged understanding, benevolent disposition, and extensive liberality 
of Otigtai t but it will l^e sullicient for the design ot'tliese pages to in- 
troduce the tw o follow ing iustanci-s ; the first, as it refers to the extreme 
dread ol thunder iiseiibc d to the Moghuls, in the XXth article of the 
code of laws, exhibited in his hi'^^Uory, by DelaCi-oix ; and the second, 
as it is represented, on the authority of the Rouzut-us-sufia, to have 
but a short time preceded, and in some respect perhaps to have hast- 
ened his death. 

By a lu'>v of the Moghids, the people are strictly prohduted from sit- 
ting in their ponds ain! rivers, either to bathe or even wash their handj 
Irom carrying water in vcsseis of gold or silver; and Irom spreading 
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their linen when washed, on the open plains to dry, during the day 
time, whether in spring or summer ; their country being subject to 
dreadful thunder-storms from the commencement of the one season 
to the close of the other, and it being the national belief that all the 
above circumstances, (either by the exhalations produced in disturbing 
the waters, or some othercause unexplained) had a tendency toincrease 
the violence, and frequency of those phoenoinena. Hence, as Ougtai 
and his brother Tcheghatai, were one day on their return from a bunt- 
ing party, they came unexpectedly upon an unfortunate iMussulmaa 
while bathinghimself; aod Tchegliatai was proceeding to execute sum- 
mary justice, by putting him to instant death, when moved by an in- 
herent sentiment of compassion, Ou^ftai interceded for the man, by 
stating that the day was far spent, and that he was not then at leisure to 
inquire into the circumstances of his odence. He therefore suggested 
the propriety of committing him for that night, to the custody of Daun- 
eshmund llajeb, one of the grooms of his bedchamber; and that it 


would be time enough to put the law in force against him, on the fol- 


lowingday. Tcheghatai was prevailed upon to agree to thisarrangement, 
and the man was accordingly consigned to the care of Hauneshmiind, 
who conveyed him to his own quarters. The same night, Ougtai dis- 
patched a person in whom he could confide, to deposit a balesh ofsil- 
1 er* in that part ot tlie river, in which the man liad been found bathinu 
himself, while another person was einploved to instruct the delin- 
quent, when he should be brought the next day for trial, to allege in 


extenuation, that being a man in indigent circumstances, and all his 
wealth compiised m a single balesh ot .silver, he was overcome by 
his apprehensions of losing it, when he perceived himsidf suddenly sur- 
rounded by a strange body of cavalry ; and that he therefore plunged 
into the stream where he had hidden it. 

Next morning, in conformity with the directions ofTcheghatai, Daun- 
eshmund conductr’.d his prisoner to tire presence of Ougta' ; where, to 
the questions put to him, as to the motives by which he had been ac- 

tuatedtoviolatetheknownlawsofthecmpire,hemadcthereply in which 

he hail been previously instructed ; and some oi the attendants were 
ordered to the spot, to search for this obvious proof of Ids truth or false- 


’ A . .an ot tlie V !iie ol'about four ihilliiiKs ; the !gile,h of gold bc-i g <,f the «.ight of 
eight inethkuls and Ui o dauukalo, each inethkal or nieskal, c(jndl to a drain aud a half. 
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Iiood. The balesh was found, in the same place in which it had been A. H. 698 . 
deposited, and laid before the monarch. On this Ougtai proceeded to A. D. laan. 
declare, that he did notconceivethere existed a human being who could 
deliberately venture to set his laws at defiance ; and that this wretched 
creature, smarting under the excess of poverty and want, had therefore 
probably beeninducedto riskhislifeforthepreservation of asingle piece 
of silver. Then directing ten more pieces to be added to the original 
balesh, he gave the whole to the Mussulman ; ancTdismissed him, with 
a caution to beware in future, of committing himself by a similar 
transgression. 

The next instance exhibits a similar trait of benevolence, combined 
with a strong tincture of superstition. A Moghul shepherd had the 
greater part of his flock destroyed, in the course of a single night, by the 
savage depredations ofawolf; and he ventured on the morning which 
followed, to describe to the imperial Ougtai, the cruel mischief by 
which he had been thus stripped of his property. The monarch de- 
sirerl him to console himself, for that the destroyer must soon betaken. 

It so happened that a band of wrestlers, or athletae, who were travelling 
from Khorassauu to exhibit their performances at the court of Ougtai,. 
sliould seize the wolf, and bring it with thein into the presenceof that 
monarch. Assigning to the atlilette a reward ofone thousand balesh, 

Ougtai sent for the shepherd ; and telling him, that the death of the 
-uolf could avail but little to repair his losses, ai the same time made 
him a present ofone thousand sheep, and set the ferocious marauder 
at large: but some gre\ hounds which lay ou the watch, immediately 
tore the wolf to pieces. The Kaan appeared considerably disturbed- 
In the lattercircumstauce ; andas asort of retaliation forblood, causing 
the dogs to be also destroyed, retired to his pavilion under extreme 
depression of mind. To. his courtiers he explained, that perceiving in 
biinsi-li'soine stro'ig s\ mptoins of approaching, debility, and decline of 
healtli, be had conceived the idea that by rescuing some living crea- 
ture from the jaws of death, heaven mightin conipeusation be disposed 
to prolong his life. But, since the wolf had not been permitted toeseape, 
it was manifest tliat the propitiation was rejected, and that he must 
shortly ])renare to die. llis conjecture proved well fomided. Not 
raanv daxseiasped before he xvas confined to the bed of sicknes; and he; 

« A ^ 
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expired shortly afterwards, justly lamented by his subjects, some time 
in the six hundred and thirty ninth ot the Hidjcrah, after a reign of 
about thirteen years. 

From an inspection of the map, it will not he disputed that Ougtai 
was possessed of the greatest monarchy that ever a])peared on earth ; 
since he was paramount sovereign of all the countries from the southern 
limits of China to the mountains of Irak Ajem, extending from the 
forty seventh, to the hundred and tw(*nti(‘th degree of longitude, and 
from the twenty second to the fiftieth degree of north latitude. 

(jUyug, or Gayoug Khaim, the sonofOugtai, second of the mor- 
arclis of Karakorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jeivj:ueiz. 

In the zenith of his power, Ongtai is described to have declared his 
eldest son Koutchu by Tiirakeina Khatun, heir apparent to his vast 
})ossqssions; but that priijce living l)efore his fatlier, his son Sheiramun, 
an infant, was in his stead nomiuattd to the succtssion. Tiiis minor, 
on the death ot Ougtai,his grand mother Turakeina, t lie common mother 
ot all the children ot the deceased monarch, jilaced u])on the throne of 
the ^loghuls, tak ing upon herselt the arduous task ot administering in 
his behalt theaflPairs ot the ein[)ire; an<K hy her C(msunnnate skilland 
sagacity . as w ell asby a seasonable distribution ot lax ors and rewards, 
succeeded in producing a tem[)f)rary snljinis^iou to hcv power, in the 
armies, and the people in general. I he ilowagor had, liow'over, about 
her person a female captive oftheuame of Fatima, a native oflhssp, 
or ^lusli-hed-e-innkodsali, who possessetl lier conlnlinnH' in a pre-e- 
minent degree, and whom she consulied in the most secret concerns of 
her government. This imprudent preference excited, in many of tiic 
Ameirsand principal oHieers of the eoiirt, a spirit of jivdoiisy and envy 

towards its object, that, at a convenient oppurtuuit v, did not fail to dis- 
close itself. 


At the expiration of about three years, dunno- which the destinies 

o t e ulous,ortamily ofJenoueiz,contiuuedat the discretion ofTiir- 
akeina, Guyuo.khaun returned to Kfmkorum, frmn the expedition in 
^Amh ue had been eno-ag,..d a.amst Ciieassiu, and the tcrritorv of ll.iL 

ghaur ,th all his power, he decline, 1 however for the pre.sent, to as- 
Slum* the iuipf^ntd air« v b' -li li i -v t 

iaths Uands of his molhot ’ 1,. 

iDoiriu. li, (Ia- mean tune, that priticess had dis- 
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patched to every quarter of the empire, to summons.the different chiefs 
subordinate tothe Jengnizian succession, tothegeneral assembly which 
she was about to convene at the imperial residence. A numerous con- 
course, composed of the princes, nobility, and most distinguished 
orders of natives, from every part of the vast territory between tin? fron- 
tiers of Syria and Iveptchauk, and the utmost limits ofCliina, with the 
exception only of Batii the sonof Jujy, who was hostile to the inter- 
ests of Guyug Khaun, accordingly met at Oordu, or Ourdubidigh, the 
designation frequently given to Karakorum, as the city of the Ourdu, 
or impcrialencami)meiit ; where itrequired an equipmentoftwothousand 
tents, with a vast provision of every article ofsubsistanee and luxury, to 
accommodate, and entertain tlie variegated and splendid multitude. 

AVhen the diet, by the presence of those who were destined to form 
it, appeared complete, the Khauns, and principal members of the im- 
perial family proceeded to determine, which of the individuals of the 
race of Ouglai, they should permanently invest with the supreme 
power; and, as it was now perceived that Koutan, the son of that 
monarch, was incapacitated by some personal infirmity, and his grand- 
son Sheiramun by childhood, from the adequate exercise of the func- 
tions of imperial authority, and the dowager Turaktina, as well as 
Seyurkoukteny, the widow of Tilly Khaun, were both in favor of the 
claims of ( Kiyug, the other branches of the imperial stock, and more 
powerful Nu vans, were without much difficulty brought to coincide, 
(iuyug Khaun, in the latter llebbeia of the six hundr(?d andforty third 
of the Ilidjerah,* and at the moment indicated by the astrologers, was 
accordingly seated on the throne gf the Kaans, with tlic customary 
formalities; his cousin german Mangii, the son ofdTily Khaun, hold- 
ing him by the right, and another of the august family of Jengueiz, 
by the left liand. This was followed by a liberal display of munifi- 
cence, on the part of the new sovereign, and by several days of fesci vigy 
and rijoicing ; after which, it was found expedient to investigU^^ with 
some severity, the occurrences which had taken place since the de- 
mise of the late Kaan. 

It lias been already noticed that a Khorassaunian ffimale, bv her in- 
tluencc with the dowager Turakeina, had rendered iterself extremely 
■‘Septciabsr A. D, 12 r> — Xlioiaussut-ul-akhbaur. 
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obnoxious to some of the great officers of the empire ; whose jealousy 
she had excited by availing herself of her favoj with her mistress, to 
interpose in the affairs of government. While their attention was 
engaged in solemnizing the installation ofGuyug Khaim, his brother 
Koiitan, or Goutan, became dangerously disordered; and one of the 
dissatistied Nhyans contrived to persuade him, that his distemper was 
the effect of witchcraft, or sorcery on the part of Fatima. The weak 
prince, on his journey homewards, dispatched a message to inform his 
brother accordingly, that the disorder under which he languished, had 
been produced by the diabolical practices of the Persian favorite; and 
expressing a confidence, that if the result was fatal to his existence, 
the sorceress would not be suffered to escape the punishment due to 
her crimes. Not long afterwards, the death of Kontan was actually 
announced ; and Tcheighai, one of the generals, who had accpiired an. 
unbounded influence in the councils of the emperor, became extreme! v 
urgent, that the matter might be made the subject of immediate, and 
serious scrutiny. A letter was upon this conveyed to Tura-keina, from 
the emperor her son, requiring that Fatima might he sent to his pre- 


sence. Thedowager, on various pretences, at first eludedthe demand ; 
but the emperor becoming more peremptory in his applications, she 
was ultimately constrained to deliver up her favorite: and, as that 
princess died in the course of a very few days, the investigation oftlic 
charge against Fatima, was prosecuted with unmitigating severilv. 
At last, b\ keeping hei for scNcral days exposed in a state of hunger 
and nakedness, and otherwise menacing her with punishments still 
more aggravated, they finally succeeded in extorting from her a con- 
fession of her guilt ; and this innocent and defenceless female was there- 
upon condemned to suffer i.nunediate execution. 

It was next discovered, that some time ju'evious to the arrivid of 
( bii fig Kbann at Karakorum, Ounj, orO.ntchakein, or Outakeiii Xny- 
un, the brother ofJengueiz mentioned in a former page, ami tlie aged, 
sire of eighty sons and grandsons, had approached the smme metropolis, 
with acknouledged views on the sovereign authority. And, as in the 
course of the investigation which followed, the venerable chief appears 
either not to have disavowed or at least to have made but a slight ex-, 
ertmn to exculpate hunseli gf the design, several ofhis pnucipal foU 
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lowers were condemned to atonewith theiilives, forthe offence of their A. H. 043. 
loader. The Moghul and Tartar chiefs, wiio had met at Karakorum A. D. 
for the purpose of attending the general diet, were now dismissed to Hancio-us- 

SO vr« 

their respective governments ; and the agents of several of the powers, 
still su tiered to exist in Turkestaun, and Persia, and other parts of Asia, 
took their leaveatthesame time, loaded with honors and rewards, while 
others were treated with extreme disdain and indignity. Among the 
former we find mentioned the governor of Haleb, or Aleppo, the bro- 
ther of the vSeljhkian Sultan of Hum, or Anatolia (Key Khossroii Ild) 
who received a patent of distinction, with a magnificent Khelaut, or 
dress of honor. A message of severeroproof was, on the other hand, dis- 
patched to the Khalif of Baghdad (Ui Mustaussem b’lllah), in conse- 
quence of some complaint transmitted against him, by Sheiraumun, the 
son of Jermaughun Niiyan, then employed at the head of the Moghul 
troops in Persiarl Irak. 

At the period under consideration, we are informed that Kedauk, and 
and Tcheighui, the former Atabek, or preceptor, or governor of Cuiyug 
Khaun, and the latter Ameir-ul-umra, premier grandee, and lieutenant 
general of his armies, were both Christians ; and, tliat by perpetually 
holding up to the admiration of their sovereign, its doctrines, these 
men at last succeeded in leading him, to evince a decided preference in 
favor ofthe religion which they ])rofessed. Hence, tlie whole influence of 
the government beingexerted to promote, and encourage the Christians, 
they flocked in great numbers to the court ofthe Kaan, while their adver- 
saries, the disciples ofthe Koran, experienced the most mortifying and 
degrading depression, from the predominance of their detested rivals; 
it being indeed represented, according to our author, that no Mussulman 
durst venture even to address himself to a Christian in an elevated tone 
of voice. In this crisis of their prosperity, the Christians arc accused of 
having obtained, through the medium ofthe two ministers, Kedauk and 
T(‘heighai, a decree fortheemasculationofeveryMahommedan, through- 
out the empire of Guyug Khaun ; but one of their leading men, while 
bearing from the court of the monarch the obnoxious decree, for the 
purposeof aiinouncingit, beingfiercely assailed by the dogs inthestreet, 
they seized him by, and tore to pieces the very organs, of which ho was 
preparing to bereave the adverse sect. A judgment so striking deterred 
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the Christians from prosecuting their insolent designs against the Ma- 
hominetlans ; nay further, it rendered them cautious of repeating even 
tlie names of those, over whom they had so recently, and haughtily 
presumed to domineer. 

Such a statement as the above might leatl us to a belief, that the 
Prester John of Asia, tlie problematical chiistian sovereign so much 
spoken of in the latter end of the twelfth, and beginning of the 
thirteenth century, is to be sought for in Guyug Khaun, the second 
of the successors of Jengueiz, and the subject of the prestmt article ; 
who had probably aceiuired a pretty intimate knowledge of Christianity^ 
during tlie expeditions in which he was for several years eimao-ed, on 
the borders of Circassia, and the Russian territories. The character 
has howev'er, perhaps on better grounds, been by others assigmed to 
Onng Khaun, tlie sovereign of the Keraeits; whose brother Tchangu 
or Jaunku, the lather of Seyurkoukteny lleiggy, and maternal grand- 
father, ot Maugu, Ivublai, and llidauku Kaans, is ex[iresslv ac^kuow- 
ledged to have been a Christian. On this point, the authorof these pages 
contesses his incompetence to give an opinion. He will oidy presume 
to remark, that the resemblance is more striking in Guyug Khaun and 
his government, than he has been alile any where else to discover, in 
the course of his researches in i’ersian history. 

bi o t Ion g lift ci he hau \ i nd icatcu li is clai ms to t he su ccpss) on, a n d in ot !)f;r 

respects lirndy established his authority. Guyug Khaun determined on 
an excursion westward, to visit the territories on the Jevhiin ; and he 
accordingly departed from Ourduhaligh, at the head of his army, and 
accompanied by every requisite for pleasure, or recreation, in the con- 
cluding year of his life. C’ontrary to the practice exhiliitcd bv bis 
tremendous progenitor, every Cfty.and town, wliichlay in the direction 
oi h,s maich, e.ijieiienced on this occasion, either from his creasurv 
or his uardrohe, the most (extensive proofs of a bounteous and munifi- 
cent disposition ; but, continues our author, the splendoroflheimperial 
st.uuhird had no sooner slied the lustre of its beams on the territory of 
Samarkand, than his progress, like that of all of mortal kind, was sud- 
denly arrested by the hand of (h.ath ; about tlie latter Rebbeia of the 

SIX hundred and forty Iburti. of the Huljerah,* after a short reign of 
one yeur. ^ 


■ August A. D. 12-lG, 



In spite of the inveterate prejudices of the Mahommedan writers, 
they are constrained to acknowledge, that in the justice of his admin- 
istration, in the paternal care with which he laboured to promote the 
welfare and prosperity of his people, and in his extensive and universal 
benevolence, he closely imitated the illustrious example of his father. 

Mangu Kaan the sonofTuly Khaun, third of the monarchs of Kar- 
akorum and Kaluran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

When the life of Guyug Khaun thus unexpectedly terminated Ui 
the neighborhood of Samarkand, the fabrie of that stupendous power, 
which had been erected by the talents and prowess of Jengueiz, began 
to give way to the spirit of discord ; which at this period seems to have 
more clearly manifested itself in the final separation of many of the 
princes of the imperial blood, each with different views and projects 
of ambition, to their respective governments. But of all the princes of 
the race of Jengueiz who flourished at the same crisis, Batu or Batui, 
tlie son of Jujy Khaun, the sovereign of the boundless plains on the 
A'olga, and Borysthencs, on whom the Tartars have conferred the title 
ofSaein Khaun, surpassed in the magnificence of his court and the gran- 
deur of his power. Independent of these grounds, he might neverthe- 
less, as the representative of the elder branch of the family, have pro- 
ceeded without materially incurring the implication of arrogance, to 
exercise the privilege of which he now availed himself, to demand in 
Keptchauk, the presence of the whole of the Sliahzadahs of the kindred of 
Jengueiz, the most powerful of the Niiyaus, and other chieftains ofthe 
^loghu! tribes ; in order to seat on the throne, that individual whom 
they conceived most worthy of the imperial dignity. Some of the 
princes, however, violently opposed thisusurpation ofpovver; contend- 
ing that the legitimate abode ofthe Jenguizian authority, being at Kar- 
akorum, a journey to Keptchauk, was on their part as unnecessary, as 
it was subversive of established precedent.. At the same time, many 
thouglit it prudent to appear by their representatives, while others 
proceeded lu person to assist at the diet thus convoked in Keptchviuk. 
Among the latter class, intlueTiccd by the counsels of his mother, 
Se} urkoukteny Beiggy tiic dauglUcrof Tchangu, or Jauuku, the bro- 
ther ofOungKhaun, by religion a CA/vb/^V//^, and a woman ofsingular 
liberality, talents and virtue, was Mangu tlic sou of Tuly ivhaun ; whom 
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she persuaded, however the majority of his kinsmen seemed disposed 
to the contrary, to hasten, accompanied by his brothers to the presence 
of his kinsman Batu. JSIangii experienced from the Khaun of Kep- 
tchauk the most flattering reception, that priiu’e affecting to discov'^er in 
liis countenance the most evident indications of an exalted destiny ; 
and immediately declaring, that of all the princes of the biood of Jen- 
gueiz, this young man* appeared to him tlie best qualified to succeed 
to the sovereign power. And, in this opinion, most of those present 
being brought to concur, Batu without further debate put off liis tiara, 
and liis girdle from his waist, and on his bended knee proceeded on the 
spot to do homage to his kinsman. It was then determined, that in the 
course ot the ensuing year, Mangu should be solemnly enthroned iu 
the presence oi a general diet ot the states of the empire, tobeconvened, 
furthat purpose, at the ulughyurut or imperial resi lence of Karakorum* 
Soon atlerthis, Batii dispatclied hisbrotherBerkah Oghul, with Bouka 
leymui and a great army, to conduct tire Kaan elect to the inrdropolis 
ot Kaluran,and tosecure the general acknowledgementofhis authoritv. 
Here, in pursuance oi their plan, they proceeded on their arrival to cir- 
culate to the different parts of the empire, letters to expedite the meet- 
ing of the Kuriltai, or general convention; but, as the arrangements 
for adjusting the succession were openly disapproved of by Beissu- 
menka the son of Tcheghatai, by Sheiraumun the son of Kutchui, and 
by Batu Oghul the son of Giiyug Khaun, tiny peremptorily refused to 

obey thesummons;declaringthatthebloodof6ugtaiwasalone worthy of 

the imperial dignity; and conveying at the same time, bv their res- 
pective agents, to the S2iein Khaun a formal protest against the as- 
sumption which he had exercised, in thus disposing of^the sovereign 
power. These obstacles produced in the final determination of the 
diet, a delay of nearly four years ; and Berkah Oghul becoming at length 
weary of the tedious suspense, wrote to liis brother, requiring further 
mstriictions, in what manner to proceed, in order to bring the matter 
HI winch he was engaged to a favorable termination. He was directed 
in reply, to seat his cousin MangA on the throne of Jengueiz, without 
regard either to the assent or dissent of the Shazadahs ; and to strike 

* At this period he miglit be about two or three and thirt,w 
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©ff the heads of those who persisted in opposing the measure. This A. H. C49. 
hastened the point to a decision. Mangu Kaan was enthroned with- A. D. 
out further delay, and with the usual formalities, in the presence of 
those who had long since concurred in his elevation ; and he gave on 
the day of his accession a strong proof of his universal benevolence, by 
extending the effects of it, as far as possible, even to the brute creation, 
whichon that day he entirely exemptedboth from labour and slaughter."^ 

The family of Ougtai Kuan, and the Shahzadahs adverse to the suc- 
cession of Mangu, were in the mean time forming a conspiracy to sub- 
vert his power; and for that purpose were clandestinely approaching 
the imperial residence, accompanied by a number of waggons secretly 
loaded with arms. An attendant of the Kaan’s, in search of a stray 
camel, falling however, unexpectedly, upon the camp of the malcon- 
tents, became acquainted with tlic design in agitation, and liastened 
to convey the intelligence to his sovereign, Mengasaur Nuyan, one 
of the imperial generals, with a body of two thousand horse, was im- 
mediately detached to throw himself in the way of the Shahzadahs, 
and to ascertain the truth of the report. This chieftain succeeded in 
surrounding the camp of the conspirators, e/iie morning, before he 
could be observed ; and sent to inform the princes that their intenti- 
ons bad been represented at court, in such colours, that in order to 
remove the unfavorable impression, it behoved them to appear with- 
out delay in the presence of the emperor. Sheiramun and his associ- 
ates, when they recovered from the first moments of surprise, solemnly 
protested tiiat their design in approaching the moiro})olis, was actuated 
by tile most innocent, if not tlie purest moti\cs ; and with these as- 
surances mounting their horses, accompanied the general without hes- 
itation to tlie presence of Mangh. After entertaining them with 
sumptuous hospitality for a period of three days, that monarch pro- 
ceeded in person on the fourth day, to examine into the truth of the 
facts alleged against them. The guilt of the Shahzadahs was suffici- 
ently substantiated ; and Kedauk, the Christian minister recently ad- 

For one week nc\ertIie]o^s, cluiiug whlili Uie fe'?ti\itir3 of the installation conlinupd on 
this oecaMon, tf.o con.atniatioa of lla’ kowA is said to ha\e aniovnitrd to tuo thousand A\air.- 
gouoi call loads j: /aor. three lu'i.Uicd hordes and aud Ino thousand sliei-p, 
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spvr 

^ ' sword of the executioner. 

Having thus set his mind at rest, with regard to those who were 
hostile to his authority, Manga Kaan now dismissed the princes Berkali 
OghCil, and Buka Teymur, with suitable presents, and acknowledge- 
mentsof their important services, to his kinsman Batu. The govern- 
ment of the eastern provinces of the empire, including the conquered 
part of China, for it does not yet appear to have been entirely subdued, 
was continued to Malimud Yelwauje; while the son of that minister, 
Mussaoud Beg, was invested with the Vizzaurut ofTransoxiana. The 
great provinces of Khorassaun, Irak Ajem, and Azerbayjaun, were 
assigned in permanence to Arghun Khaun ; who was accompanied, 
unfortunately, by Shurf-ud-dein, a Khaurezmian scribe, or notary, of 
the most arbitrarvand unprincipled character, as commissioner to su- 
perintend the collections. By an ordinance issued under the autho- 
rity of Mangu Kaan, a levy of four thousand balesh had been fixed 
on these provinces, as a composition for arrears of tribute ; and the 
Khaurezmian, immediately on his arrival, employed his son to exact 
from the inhabitants ten dinaurs, for everyone, of the authorized con- 
tribution ; and his scheme of oppression was prosecuted with such 
unrelenting obduracy, that these noble provinces were again soon de- 
solated by the ordinary train of distress and dispersion. 

TheauthorityofManguhad,atthesame time, not long been consolidated 
on a basisof security, and the aftairsof Turkestaun, of the country of the 
Moghuls, and the territory on the Oxus, finally terminated to his satis- 
faction, when, about the six hundred and fifty first of the tlidjerah, in 
consequence of some statements which reached him, through Kauzy 
Shums-ud dein the Kazv'inian, relative to the usurpations otthe schis- 
n atical zealots of Almowut, and to the pride and arrogance of the Kha- 
lif Mustaussem, he resolved to dispatch his brother Hulauku, into the 
provinces of the Persian empire. This circumstance would lead us 
imniematel; within the natural limits of our design ; but as it might 
be unsatistactoryto dismiss the history of the mouarchsof Karakorum, 
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however brief, In a manner so abrupt, we shall intreat the indulgence 
of the reader, to the completion of the series. 

Having sent HulaukA to secure and extend his dominions westward, 
the views ofMangA K^an were next directed to the final subjugation 
of China ; and for tliis enterprise he selected his brother Kublai, pro- 
posing to follow in person at a convenient period. An embassador was 
however employed in the first instance, as on former occasions, to re- 
quire that the Fughfiir, or monarch of that great country, whose name 
is stated to have been Tehoukan, perhaps Tchoukang, should acknow. 
ledge himself tributary to the Moghul. Hence it would appear, that 
the Tartar conquests had not previously extended beyond the northern 
part of China. Otherwise it would be difficult to account for the high 
sounding and indignant reply of the monarch; in which the ambassa- 
dor is charged to inform his master, that the limits of the land which 
acknowledged his authority, far transcended the measure of the ima- 
gination, and that the number of his armies was only exceeded by that 
of the drops in the ocean ; that if the Moghul valued the permanence 
of his power, he would confine himself to the territory already sub- 
ject to his authority, but beware of precipitating himself and his 
people, into an abyss of tribulation and sorrow, of which he could form 
no conception. This proud message furnished fresh stimulus to the 
ambition of Mangu ; and, in the six hundred and fifty third* of the Hid- 
jerah, he accordingly approached the Chinese frontier, at the head of 
an army of sixty tomauns, or six hundred thousand men. When he 
reached the banks of theFer&mun, probably the Feramuran, or yellow 
river, he caused the unfortunate Sheiraumun, the grandson of Ougtai, 
and Khaujah Oghul, and BMii, the sons of Guyug Khaun, to be cast 
into that river, and drowned. On the frontiers of ulteriorChina, after 
evincing his prowess, and the superior force ofhisarms, in the subju- 
gation of numerous cities and places of smaller importance, his career 
was at last arrested by a fortified mountain of prodigious height and 
circuit, and furnished, in the utmost abundance, with every requisite 
for subsistance and defence. 

Thisformidablepost w'as immediately invested by the Moghul armies ; 
and a siege commenced wdiich, notwithstanding their utmost activity 
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and exertion, they found themselves foiled in every atteftipt to bring' 
to a successful termination — winter and spring elapsed without either 
a cessation to their labours, or an}" reasonable prospect of the reduction 
of their adversaries’ impregnable position : and the heats of summer, 
bringing with them a pestilential disorder, swept off the besiegers in 
alarming numbers. In these circumstances, and in the belief that it 
would enable him to escape the contagion, Mangu Kaan had recourse 
to frequent and protracted inebriety ; but he found it in vain to con- 
tend, or temporise with his destiny. The contagion at last reached 
him, and after eight days illness conveyed him to his grave, some time 
in the course of the six hundred and fifty fourth of the Hidjerah. 

Kubla, or Kublai Kaan, the son of Tuly Khaun, fourth of the 
monarchs of Karakorum and Kahiran, of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, this prince was employed in the 
northern part of China, or Khatai, of which he probably held the ijo- 
vernment ; and in consequence of the dissensions which now prevailed 
among the descendants of Jengueiz, did not succeed in establishing his 
authority until some time in the six hundred and fifty eighth of the 
Hidjerah. On his departure for the Chinese expedition, Mangu Kaaii 
had consigned the protection of the imperial residence of Karakorum 
to his second brother, Artekbouka. Hence on the demise of Mangu, 
that prince had an opportunity of asserting his claim to the sovereign 

dignity ; which he determined tosupport by inimediatehosti lilies against 

his elder brother Kublai. In three great battles, which took p\ale be- 
tween the rival brothers, Artekbouka was beaten in the two first, but 
victorious in the last ; and Kublai, yielding to his adverse fortune with- 
drew into Khatai. But, by one of those uulooked for vicissitudes so- 
frequent in the events of human life, the power of Artekbouka bcincr 
destroyed inacontest with Alglui Khaun, theTcheghatayan monarch of 
-Mmaubuh, that prince became a suppliant for the protection of the 
brother v horn he had so mortally injured ; and to whom he now made 
a voluntary surrender of his person. The empire of Karakorum with 
tlie entire of the dominions of Jeii,uoiz, became thus ulti.natelv and 
pvununcntly vested in the liandsofKublai ; who punished his brotherbv 
confimng him to a narrow enclosure, or wall of Arabian thorns inter- 
noveu, ill winch he perished at the expiration of a twelve-month. 
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Soon after he had finally established his power, KfiblJii determined to A. H. 659-93. 
resume the designs of subjugation against the Chinese territory ; of A- D. i‘26i.9 4. 
which, after a succession of campaigns he ultimatelv rendered himself 

A se\r. 

complete master. In Khatai, not far from I chengdu, the ancient me- 
tropolis of the Khaims, we find that he now proceeded to erect the ce- 
lebrated city called by the Moghuls Khaunbaligh, (or Cambalu,) tho 
Pekin of the moderns, within a square, of which each face is described 
as four farsangs, or leagues in length ; and moreover, that he connected 
his new metropolis, by a canal of forty days^ journey in length, with 
the Zeytoun, here said to be the river which forms the boundary be- 
tween China and Hindustaun. It was probably the Chaitom or 
of which name there appears a river in the maps, about that 
distance, west-south-westof Pekin. lie thus formed with that remote 
peninsula, a communication which led into the heart of Khatai ; the 
merchants of India bringing the produce of their country, in vess-^ls 
along the canal, to tlie very centre of Khaunbaligh, which, in the lapse 
of a very short time, became a most populous and flourishing city. 

The death of Kuhlai Kuan appears to have taken place a])Out the six 
hundred and ninety third of the Hidjcrah,* when he had attained to 
the age of eighty three, and after a reign of five and thirty years. lie 
left a jirogeny of twelve sons. 

Teymur, entitled Ouljaytu Kaan, the grandson of Kublai, and fifth 
of the monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengiieiz. 

^\Tlile he was yet in possession of health and power Kublai had pub- ^ 
licly declared his son Jeimkeim, heir to the throne ofJens^ueiz ; but of the succes* 
that ])riuce dying before his lather, the succession was settled on his sor^ of Jengueiz. 
son Teymur, not less distinguished for his failings, than for liis love of 
justice. At the period of his fatlier^s death, Teymur was absent on 
the borders of western Tartary, superintending the equipment of the 
armies about to be employed against Shahzadah Keydu ; an able and 
warlike prince, one of the grandsons of Ougtai Kaan, who had recently 
becomeextremely formidable in that quarter. The mother of Teymur, 
however, took charge of the government in the absence of her son ; 
and dispatched Nausser-ud-dein Abu Bukker, entitled, Suman, and 
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A. H. 694- sometimes Ceyaii Kinjan,* (oTie ot the four ministers of finance of llie 
A. D. 12»5. (deceased monarch, and a descendant of Seyud Ajel of Bokhara) g-o- 
jiabcib-us- vernor of the Chinese province of Karatchang, in the reign of Manga 
Kaan,to hasten his return to the capital. The prince proceeded with- 
out delay, on intelligence of this event, towards Khaunbaligh, which 
he reached some time in the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Hidjerah. He was immediately enthroned, by the wliole of the Shah- 
zadahs, and Nuyans, or principal nobility on the spot, with the title 
of Ouljaytu, or Ooljaytii Kaan, and gave ample display to the scenes 
of festivity, and to the munificent liberality, usually exhibited on si- 
milar occasions. Among those to whom he continued thedignities and 
appointments held under his grandfather, he particularly distinguished 
the Mahommcdan minister Sainan Kinjan recently adverted to, whose 
power and respectaliility he considerably advanced; whom in all mat- 
ters of revenue he directed to be implicitly obeyed ; and who retained 
by his sovereign’s express instructions, tlie simple designation of his 
father and grandfather, Sei/ud Ajel. The government of Karakorum, 
andofthe patrimonial inheritance of Jengueiz,he consigned tohis elder 
brother Kumlai, and that of Seinkout, to his cousin german Abendah 
Oghul, another of the grandsons ofKublai Kaan. 

The war with Shahzadah Keydu, which had gradually assumed the 
most alarming aspect, was entrusted to the management of Kouktehm 
the son of Kouz Gurekan ; the imperial residence being at this time, to 
allappearance, permanently transferred to the neweity of Khaunbaligh. 
It has been already intimated that Teymur Kaan ivas the slave of par- 
ticular failings ; and it is now recorded to his praise, that all the atten- 
tion which he could spare from his intemperate indulgences, was en- 
tirely devoted to repress the iniquitous usurpations of tyrannical vio- 
lence, and to enforce the administration ofjustice. From the earliest 
period of life, he had, however, to a degree of frenzy, been addicted to 
wine ; from which he was not to be reclaimed either by admonitions, o-r 
b\ any mode of restraint imposed upon him, by the paternal careofaa 
anxious grandfather. Hence on the death of Kublai, and his conse- 
cuent accession to the sovereign power, he became an absolute, slave 

t Kinjan, or Kibjaii, was the appellation bestowed upon his four finance ministers by the 
emperor Kublii ; as Tcliinsaug v, as the title conferred on his four priiictpal ministers of states 
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to this his ungovernable propensity, consuming day and night without 
intermission, in the same intemperate course of indulgence ; and in this, 
in defiance of the remonstrances of his best friends, he persevered until 
at the expiration of six years, these gross and brutal excesses produced 
upon him their natural effect, an incurable paralytic disorder, under 
which he, however, languished to thetwelftbyear of his reign, when he 
died. During the latter period, the government w^as administered by 
bis consort, assisted by the advice of the principal ameirs of the empire. 

Of the remaining monarchs of Karakorum, of the race of Jengueiz, 
fourteen in number, it w'ill be sufficient with the author, to subjoin 
the annexed list of names. 

Vltlu Kushilai, the sonof Jenisek the son ofTermah the son of Jeim- 
keim,the sonof Kublai Kaan. Vlltli. Tuktai,or Tuguiai, the son of 
Kushilai. Ylllth. Bayzy orTaizy the son ofTouleg. orNoulek,on whom 
his subjects conferred the title, or surname of Bcylektu. IXth. Noush- 
iraun, perhaps Noushirvaun, the son of 13ara, during whose reign, not- 
withstanding the many virtuous and amiable qualities which are said 
tohave adorned his character, the authority of the Kaans ofKarakorum, 
Iteeame convulsed bv the most serious disturbances. Xth. Tougatev- 
niur,the sonof Teymur Kaan. Xlth.Tensur, or Beissourdaur. Xllth. 
Ayrikah, or Aykuh, the son of Tensurdanr. Xlllth. Eyleng Kaan^ 
XlVlh. Keytemur, orGiiytemur. XVth. Arekteymur. XV'Ith. EyK 
tchyTeymurlvaan. This prince, foi'some time, attended the court of Tey* 
inur. We learn however, according to our author, from the introductory 
discourseto theZuffurnamahofthe Yezdian, that the prince who visited 
the court of the great Teymur bore the name of Taizy ;^n ho on the 
death of his patron (in the 807th of the llidjerahf) returned to the 
Xilughyhriit, or imperial residence near K^rrakoruin, where he ascended 
the throne of the Kaans, But an insurgent, of the name of Tutkour^ 
having revolted in Khatai,. some time previous to the accession of 
Taizy, and ultimately rendered himself entire master of the greater 

Taizi A<;Un, or Oj^lilan, of tlio race ofOclai, isinentioiii'd as Iciiij: j'rociit at llie court' 
ofTcMin'ir, a liUle bcfoie the death of that monarch at Olraur. \ ide lji;tor\ of Timur 
Bec.fhup. 29. 
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pert of the Chinese empire, the successor of Jengueiz was redueet! to 
confine himself to the original Yurut, or territory of his ancestors, here 
expressly stated to refer to Kalmauk and Karakorum. XVIIth. Alt^i 
K^an,ofthelineofArtekbouka,thethirdsonofTuly Khaun. XVIIIth. 
Werdai the son of Melekteymur. XIXth. and last, Adm the son 
of Arekteymur. These two latter princes are also stated to hav:e 
been descended from Artekbouka, and like him, according to De la 
Croix, not to have been numbered among the Kaans ; our author in- 
deed finally remarks, that the Taizy recently mentioned, having been 
killed, after a short reign, the dominions of his ancestors were taken 
possession of, by the chiefs of the tribe of Oueyraut. 
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CHAP. XII. 

A t the close of the fifth chapter, the reader will have witnessed the A. H. 656. 

final extinction of the Khelaufut, in the person of the unfortunate A. D. 1258. 
Mustaussem ; whose possessions, with the whole of the territory west- Habeib-us- 
ward of the Oxus, then devolved to Hulauku Khaun, the fourth son 
of Tuly Khaun, and Istof the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Having decided the fate of Baghdad then, in the manner which we 
have attempted to delineate in the preceding pages, Hfilauku returned 
into Azerbaijaun. At Meraughah, in the latter end of Rudjub*, he 
received the submission of Budder-ud-dein Lulu, prince of Mossfile, at 
this period in his hundredth year, and whom on thataccount he treated 
with particular kindness and distinction. lie was honorably dismissed 
to hisprineipality, during the succeedingmonth of Shabaun. Not long 
afterwards, the envoys of Hulauku proceeded by his instructions, into 
Syria, to demand the submission of several chiefs who governed’ in that 
province,partof which was still subject to theauthority of the Egyptian ,, . 

^ ^ riULiAUKU 

Siiltans. These agents returned however to their sovereign, after an istof the Persian mon- 
ineft’ectual discharge of their mission ; and in order to vindicate the arehs of the race of 
claims of superior force, the Eyle Khaun immediately determined to 
conduct his armies into the country. During his absence, to secure 
the allegiance of the prince of Mossule, he required that Melek Salah 
the son of that chief, should be sent to bear' him company on the expe- 
dition ; and on the arrival of the young chief in his camp, he married 
him to Turkan Khatun, the daughter of Sultan Jullaul-ud-deiu the 
Khaurezmiarr. 

On the twenty secondof Ramzaun,j' Hulauku proceeded on his march 
towards Syria ; but on entering the province of Diaurbekir,he detached 
the Shahzadah Yeshmout to attack the fortresses of Miafaurekeiii, and 

'* JuK’, A. D. 1250. + September '20th, A. D. 1258. 
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4. li. G5(5. Manlein, while the reduction ofAtnida, or Hamid, was entrusted to 

A. D. I2.>u. Salah. He advanced in person against Roha, or Edessa, which 

ilabeib-us surrendered on capitulation ; but the cities of Nessebein, and Harran, 
sej r. ' 

(Carrhae) which had presumed to resist his power, he consigned over 
to plunder and slaughter. After this, he appears to have experienced 
no obstacle until he reached Aleppo ; under the walls of which, before 
the gate of Antioch, he now encamped, directing his generals with the 
several divisions under their orders, to occupy the approaches to the 
other gates. The operations of the siege commenced without delay ; 
and the INIoghu Is, having in a short time forced a passage into thecitv, 
through one of the gates called the Baub-ul-ferauk, indulged without 
controulin their ordinary ferocious excesses. The citadel continued 


to resist forsomedays longer, hut ultimately shared the fate of the town ; 
the whole of the inhabitants, with the exception of some manufactur- 
ers and mechanics, being put to the sword without merev. 

On the reductn.n cf Aleppo, or Haleb, Ilulauku proceeded to the at- 
tack of a place in the neighborhood, to which the author has not con- 
cei \’ed i t ex pedien t to assign a name, hut which is described as possess i lU’' 
gavat strength and extent. hen'driven toextremity the garrison how- 
ever, sent out to propose to the Moghul monarch, that a certain Mussul- 


man, ofthc name othakher-ud-deinSauky, now employed about his per- 
son, and formerly known to'the inhabitants, might be allowed to confer 
withthem ;andtoannounce thatthey werewilling tosurrender, provided 
this person would engage on oath, that their lives and property should 
■be S'afe. Whatever were his intentions as to the performance, the 
scruples of Hulauka were not of a nicety to withhold any engagement; 
and he accordingly authorised the person they had fixed upon, to ac- 
cede, without hesitation, to whatever terms they might think proper 
to demand. In such circumstances, it was not difficult to come to a 


conclusion ; the conditions were fonnally ratified, and thegarnson, re- 
lying upon the solemn pledge which they had received, unwarily des- 
cended fi-om their posts ; when orders were issued by the inexorable 
Hnlauku, that they should be instantly cut to pieces, even to the child 
in the cradle, and the infant at its mother’s brerst; all which bein- 
carried into execution, not asuigl,. individu-al w.is suffered to escape" 
but an Aimcaiaii goldsiiiith, who was spared m consideration of his 
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exquisite skill in his profession. Fakher-ud^dein, the wretched instru- 
ment ofthis barbarous and detestable piece of treachery, wasconstituted 
governor of Aleppo ; but having, at the expiration of a very few days, 
rendered his conduct suspicious to the Moghul, he was also condemned 
to die, and his government transferred to Zeyne-ud-dein, a native of 
Khawauf. 

Warned by the fate of Aleppo, and of the castles in its vicinit}^ the 
people of Damascus hastened, through the medium of certain Bulgha- 
rian merchants who had settled among them, to convey, to the court 
of Ilulauku, a most splendid display of presents, with offers of prompt 
submission and allegiance. Keybouka Nuyan was immediately dis- 
patched, on the part of the Eyle Khaun, to take possession of the 
capital of Syria, and was received by the inhabitants with every out- 
warddemonstrationof respect. In the mean time, intelligence reaching 
Hulauku of the death of his brother Mangu, during the expedition into 
China, he appears to have felt it as a stroke of severe affliction, and it 
seems to have occasioned his sudden return into Azerbaijaun. Key- 
bouka remained, however, at Damascus; where he continued to admin- 
ister the government with considerable success and reputation ; until 
unexpectedly attacked, and made prisoner by Seyf-ud-dein Kodouz, 
or Todouz, the third Maumltik Sultan of Egypt, by whom with the 
greater part of the Moghuls who composed his garrison, he was subse- 
quently put to death. 

It was forinerly observed that on his arrival in Diaurbekir, Ilulauku 
detai'hcfl his son Yeshmout, with a division of the army, to invest the 
importantlbrtrcss of Miafaurekein, at this period under thegoverninent 
of Melek Kauuunil. Accordingly, having conducted his troops to 
the neighborhood, the Shahzadah conveyed a message to that chief, 
inviting him to submit without resistance. In reply to his message 
ho was informed by Melek Kaammil, that recent examples were too 
flagrant, to admit of the slightest reliance on the professions of a Mo- 
ghul; witness the treatment of the unfortunate Mustaussem, of Rok- 
ken-ud-dein the Issmailian,and of many otherunhappy princes; whom 
his ferocious countrymen had no sooner cajoled into their power by 
their insidious promises, than they basely put them to the sword with- 
out compunction, or otherwise made away with them, by devices still 
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A. H. 656 58 . more cruel. That for his own part, so long as a spark of life continued 
A. D. 1258 - 60 . i-Q animate his frame, he was resolved never to abandon the ramparts 
Habeib-us- Qf }|[g fortress. From the tone of this reply, the Moghul prince was 
taught to prepare for the operations of an arduous siege. 

On the other hand, in encouraging his troops to a gallant defence, 
Melek Kaummil desired them to be assured that all the wealth, of which 
he was master, was entirely at their disposal. He thanked heaven, 
that he was a stranger to the sordid and avaricious spirit which had 
led the wretched Mustaussem, instead of generously applying it to the 
preservation of his independence, to accumulate goklandtreasureforhis 
own selfish gratifications. The hope of reward thus held out to them, 
and the confidence that their wants were abundantly provided for, 
united the garrison in the resolution of opposing to the attempts of the 
enemy, the most manful and determined resistance ; and they were, not 
long afterwards, fiercely assailed on every quarter. In modem times, 
we have hoard of cannon-shot meeting in the air, and beingshattered to 
pieces in the concussion ; and in the course of the siegeof Miafaurekein, 
the author remarks, that instances frequently occurred, in which the 
stones impelled from the adverse catapultae, on Maujeneik^ of the be- 
siegers and the besieged, were shivered by a similar concussion. 

At the expiration ofthesecondyear, to vvliich the siege was protracted, 
the garri'^on became, however, so straitened, as to be reduced at Ias|^ 
to eat their horses, and some, of stronger appetites, even to subsist on 
the carcases of their fellow soldiers. In this extremitv, Melek Kaum- 
mil u as seized by his famished garrison, and conducted, with his hands 
bound, and a halter about his neck, to the presence of Yeslimout ; by 
whom these wretches, to the number of seventy, were instantly put to 
thesvvoid. 1 lie Aloghuls shortly afterwards entered the place, and 
proceeded to avenge themselves tor the tediousness of the siege, bv a 
general massacre of the inhabitants. Melek Kaummil was, however, 
himself reserved for a more terrible and cruel retribution. He was 
coiiveved to the camp of Hulaukii ; who caused him to be fed with the 
fh sh torn tiom his own body, until he finally expired under the hands 
of his tormentors. 

Thr fortress of Mardein Avas next invested by Yeshmnnt ; and after 
a ri'olracted si^ge, either through doiuestic treachery, or e.xteraal fraud. 
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fell also into the hands of the Moghuls. The relation which ascribes 
its capture to the former source, represents that when the siege had con- 
tinued for a period of some duration, the garrison was attacked by a 
pestilential disorder, and the son of Melek Saeid the governor, wearied 
out by certain vexatious severities exercised towards him by his father, 
contrived to destroy him by poison ; then entering into negociation 
with Yeshmout, he threw open the gates, and delivered up the cas- 
tle to that prince. The other statement, however, alleges that Melek 
Saeid agreed to an accommodation with the Eylekhaunian Amcirs, on 
a promise that he should be invested with the Atabekship, or govern- 
ment of DJaurbekir; but giving up the fortress on the basis of this treaty, 
he was conveyed by Yeshmout to the camp of his father ; by whom 
he was put to death, and the government of ^Nlardein bestowed u[>on 
Melek MuzufTer, the unnatural son by whom he had probably been 
betrayed. 

Budder-ud-dein Lulu, prince ofMossule, having died at a very ad- 
vanced age, either in the six hundred and fifty-s wenth, or fiftv ninth 
of the Hidjerah, after a prosperous government of two and firty years, 
the succession was confirmed by Hulaukuto his son Melek Salah, for- 
meily mentioned ; and for a short time, he evinced his gratitude bv an 
unreserved submission to the authority of the Tartar monarch. But when 
this period of deceitful tranquillity was destined to close, the natural 
antipathy of his disposition could no longer be restrained; and he sud- 
denly withdrew into Egypt, confiding the government of Mossule to 
one of his officers, on whose attachment he could venture to rely. From 
Bundekdaur, or Bundkedaur, the Sultan of Egypt, he experienced a 
very friendly and hospitable reception; and in order to bring away his 
treasure and most valuable effects, an escort of one thousand horse 
was employed by that prince to reconduct him to Mossule. The cir- 
cumstance of his return was early made known to Hulauku ; whose 
generals were immediately instructed to seizeand secure with the strict- 
est vigilance, the different roads and passes which led from thecountry, 
in order to frustrateany attempt which he might make to reconvey him- 
iinderselfintothe dominions oftheSiiltan of Egypt. A powerful division 
underSendaugliuNuyan,wasdi8patchedat the same time to invest Mos- 
sule, and to leave no method unemployed to make sure of the person of the 
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refractory chief. Thus, observes our author, while I\Ielek Salah, with 
the heecUessness of unoffending innocence, w'as one clay socially indulg- 
ing in the enjoyments of wine and music, his ears w'ere suddenly as- 
sailed by the horrible and discordant din of the Moghul horns and kettle- 
drums. He contrived however to secure the gates, and, by a season- 
able display of liberality, to animate the Kurds and Tartars in his ser- 
vice to defend the ramparts of his capital ; of which the siege was im- 
mediately commenced by the Moghul general. 

Earlyapprized of thedanger to which it was exposed, the Sultan of Egypt 
directed one of his principal generals, with the troops Avhich composed 
his army in Syria, to proceed, without delay to the relief of Mossule. 
On his arrival at Senjaur, for the purpose of announcing his approach 
to the besieged, the Egyptian commander attached a note to the wing 
of a pidgeon, and set it at large. It happened, however, unfortunately 
that, fatigued with the length ot its flight, the bird perched prematurely 
on oneof the warlike machines of thebesieging army ; tiie superintend- 
olficer of which immediately possessed himself of the note, and con- 
veyed it to the head cpiarters of bis general. A tomaun of the Mo- 
ghul troops was dctac hed without delay, to intercept these daring in tr ri- 
ders ; and separating into three bodies, on its entrance into the districS 
of .Senjaur, secretly lay in ambush for the eiicinv. The moment they 
reached a certain point, the Syrians found themselves accordingly- 
attacked unawares from several quarters at once ; they continued how- 
ever to defend themselves for some time with considerable resolution; 
but, ai iolent gust ot v\ md arising, and carrying the dust into their eyes, 
contributed to secure the victory to their assailants, by whom, thev 
were for the greater part cut to pieces. The successful Moghu Is then 
-Stiipped the slam, and, disguised in their apparel, soon afterwards pre- 
sented themselves under the wallsofMosside; the inhabitantsof which, 
,too readily conceiving that Jicy were the troops of Sultan Bundkedaur 
coming to their relief, issued from their gates in joyful crouds, to em- 
brace their supposed deliverers.. The result it were unnecessary to. 
describe. The Moghuls instantly closed upon them, and pu t the wholo 
to tile swortl- 

After this cruel disaster, the hopes of Melek Salah liecame exhausted; 
wnh Lis resources ; and he sent out a iienson, to iiitreat that he mi"ht 
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be permitted to capitulate. The Moghul general readily engaged to 
mediate for his pardon with llulauku,; and on the faith of such an 
engagement, in spite of multiplied experience, the credulous chief ad- 
ventured to quit the protection of his walls, and to surrender his per- 
son into the power of his besiegers, by whom, in the charge of a 
competent escort, he was sent off without delay to the court of his 
sovereign. Exasperated beyond measure by his contumacious beha- 
viour, Hiilauku condemned him to a punishment as horrible as it was 
unprecedented. He caused him to be smeared from head to foot, 
with mutton-fat, or some other greasy substance of the sort, and in 
that situation, wrapped up in coarse clotli, and straitly bound with 
cord, he was consigned to a lingering and miserable death ; being 
at the same time supplied with as muclt food as served to protract his 
existence as h)ng as possible. In a few da\ s imiumerable vermin l»eing 
engendered in the sub-^tanee with which he had been besmeared, the 
very flesh was gnawed from liis bones. Nevertheless, in this disgust- 
ingand deplorable condition, the unhappy chief continued to languish 
for the space of a month, before be was relieved from his miseries by 
the hand of death. His sou, an infant of threeyears old, was afterwards 
cloven in twain, and the divided halves ot his body, suspended on the 
op[)usite banks ot tlie 1 igris at .Mossiile. 

In consequence of the services rendered under the instructions of 
bisbrotlier Batu, in securing for Mangii Kuan the throne of Karakor- 
um, Berkah Ogliul, the sou of Jujy Khaun, had presumed on all occa- 
sions loarroc ite asuperiority over hiscousin llitfauku, whose hauglity 
spirit he never omitted to mortify, wlien an opportnuity occurred- 
Impatient of these insolent preteusiens, 11 iilauku, c.t last, openly avowed 
his resolution no longer to submit to them ; deelaiing that thence- 
forward all ties of friendship between them, w^ere to be considered as 
dissolved. Of these declarallous Berkah Khaun became appri/.ed ; 
and he as openly affirmed on his part, that the destruction of so many 
Mahoramedan sovereigns, and the desolation of their dominions, but, 
above all, the immolatiou ot the Klialit ot Baghdad, unauthorized by 
the instructions of liis superior, had long called for vengeance against 
liulaukii ; and that at a proper op[)ortunity, he should not fail to require 
a-t his hands a drcailu'd atonement Hr the effusion of so much iniic- 
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cent !)]oocI. With rantiia! animosity thus fermenting in their bosoms, 
the crisis of actual hostility was aci^elerateci by the death of Tatar 
Oghii! or Oghlu, a near relative of Derkah Khaun; whom, on the se- 
venteenth of Siiffur of the six hundred and fifty eighth of tlie llidjerah* 
on the pretext of having practiced magic, Ilulaiiku caused to perish 
by the hand of the executioner. 

This, in addition to tlic catalogue of injuries, either real or imaginary, 
already accumulated between them, determined Berkah Khaun, who 
had by this time succeeded to his brother Batu on the throne of Jujy 
Khaun, to decline every other object, whether of policy or ambition, 
for that of hiuniding the pride of his detested rival. The advanced 
guard of Ins army consisting of thirty thousand horse, under Togai, per- 
haps Xogai, was accordingly dispatched without furtiier delay through 
the countries westward of the Caspian, to invade the dominions 
of llulankh. A period of four years seems, however, to have clasped 
before the latter, either found himself at leisure, or conceived it expe- 
dient to make any decisive movement to repel the aggression ; but in 
the month ofShavaul of the six hundred and sixty second of the Ilid- 
jerah,j‘ Ilulauku proceeded from Alatauk, a summer residence of the 
?iIoghul princes towards the source of the Gras, or Ahoras, on his 
way to the regions of Caucasus ; while Sheiraaiun Nuyan, at the head 
ot a powerful division hastened in advance to observe, or give battleto 
tlie invailers. In the neighborhood of Shamaukhv this general suf- 
fered himself to be taken by surprise ; and a great part of the division 
under his orders, ivas cut to pieces by the enemy. A second division 
ot the arm\ , undei jjatai INiitan, was however more fortunate in 
checkiugthe progress ofthe troopsof Berkah ; who aunear to havewith- 
drawm after their recent successes, from the nortli of the Kiirr towards 
Shabraun ; within a farsaug, or league, of which, iu the month ofZil- 
hudje ofthe same yearj; they were in their turn attacked and defeated 
by their adversaries. 

Ivarly in the month of Moliurrim of the succeeding year, Ilulauku 
advanced in person, skirting the district of Shamaukhv ; and on the 
twenty third of the niouth§ appeared before the Shirvaunian Derbund 

' first of Ft'Lnuiry, J2 JO. f Aiiirust, 1201. * October. 
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(so called to distinf> aidi it from the Derbund of Baku). Tlie banditti 
at the head of the pass having considerably annoyed his troops, the lat- 
ter proceeded to disperse them by their archers ; and having closely 
pursued them through Derbund, fell unexpectedly upon the army of 
the Khaun of Keptchank, which they entirely defeated. The victory 
was followed, on the part of the Persomoghuls under Hulaukii, by an 
unsparing and indiscriminate massacre ; so that by the first of the month 
ofSuffur,^ not a vestige was to be perceived in that quarter either of 
Toaai,or ofhisanny. Prosecutingtheir advantage, the advanceddivisi- 
onsof HulaukiPs troops ledoii by his son Abaka]vhaun,andSheirainun 
and Batai X uvan, crossed the river of Terek, or Terki, intothe territory 
the (memy. They had not proceeded to any great distance on their 
march, before they discovered the ( ncainpment of the Khann ; which 
was found tobe entirely and uiiaccountaldy abandoned, not a soldier to 
hv seen in anv direction ; and avastb.ooty in sheep and cattle, and 
other property ofevery description dispersed aniouy the tents, seemed 
designedly left as a hire to remove all thought of clanger. 

With that total absence of circumspection which has been so fre- 
quently, and deservedly, punished with defeat, the troops divided them- 
selves thiamgh the tents (jf the enemy ; and for a day and a night became 
totally immersed in the delirium of wine and music, and in the soci- 
ety of the Tartar women, who had probably been also abandoned, in 
ordc'r, bv the fascinations of beauty, to complete the spell. At sun rise 
of tl\e second dav, they were awa.keuod from this dream of sen.sualily 
and indulgs'iicc. by an attack from Berkali Khann in person, at the 
head of an innumerable force, wh!<’h suddenly and at once broke upon 
them trom dinorent quarters. Abiika Khaun and the other goneraU 
made, noin itb.standing, a courageous resistance to the clforts ('f the 
enemy, unlilsunsct ; when yielding to superior numbers, they retreated 
with precipitation to the Torek. ddie river was at this time frozen 
over; and the ice giving wav undt'r the pressure ot the ternfu'd and 
impatient multitude, vhicli tbroiigcd together to cross to the other 
aide, the greater p:ut of the army h-eve met its fate, and was swalioweT 
up in the .stream. 
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This disastrous reverse produced in the mind of Ilulauku, a degree 
of affliction bordering on despair. He set on foot liowever, through^ 
out his dominions, the most formidable preparations to retrieve and 
avenge the disgrace ; which he resolved to do the moment his equip- 
ments were in a sufficient degree of forwardness. But his destiny had 
otherwise ordained it. He had moved from his summer residence at 
iSIeraughah, in the former Rebbeia of six hundred and si.xty three,* 
to take up his winter quarters at Tchegffiaitu, when one day on rpiitting 
his bath, he was seized by a sudden fit of illness ; and the medicines 
prcscrilied for his relief augmenting the violence of his disorder, his 
recovery was soon despaired of. During his illness for several nights 
successively, two fearful apparitions arc said to have presented tliem- 
st lves at die bed side of li Lilaukii, and continued so to do, until he 
was forever withdrawn born Uie almde of mortal grandeur, when they 
altogether disappeared. The remains of the departed monarch were, 
depijsitei!, by bis ininistei's. in a mausoleum prepared fortheir reception ; 
and, it is in this place expressly stated, that in conformitv with the 
usages ofhis country, several bemitifulyouiig women, decked out with 
a protusion of gold and jewels, were sent to accompany their dead so- 
vereign, in order to dispel the melanclioly of tile tomb.— Observe, con- 
tinues our author, the singular sagacity ot these ferocious barbarians, 
the very chiefs of whom could be led to entertain a conceiition so ab- 
surd, as that the dead should be, in any respect, sensible of either con- 
solation, or relief, from the presence of the living-. 

Hiilauku Khanu, according to some lines ascrihed to Nusseir-ud- 
dein theTussite, expired precisely on Sund-ay night, the nineteenth of 
the latter Rebbeia, ol the six hundred and sixty third of the Hidjerah 
at tiie age of forty eight, and after a reign ofabout nine n ears. He had 
by several wivivs, fourteen sons, of whom Abaka Khaiui', the eldest, im- 
mediately succeeded to the' throne of Iran. JRs mother, it will be 
recolleeted, was a Christian, the niece of Oung Khaun monarch ol the 
Keraeit, the supposed Prester John of the twelfth centnrv. 

However unfavoraidy the character of Hulauku may have been de- 

l;aealedturposterlty,bythemaliguantpiejudiccsofMahommedanwri- 
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tcrj?, it would appear that, in iiim at least, ferocity of disposition is 
not incompatible with the love of science. In tljis respect his brother 
Manou was also particularly distinguished, whose favorite study was 
the solution of the problems of Euclid- That prince had, probably 
during his Chinese expeditions, acquired a taste ibr astronomical re- 
search, and had long sought in vain for a person to aid him, in the 
construction of an observatory ; and when Hiilauku was on his de- 
parture to subjugate the territory west of the Oxus, one article of his 
instructions was, so soon as he should have reduced the strongholds 
of tlie Bowautinists, or disciples of JIussiin Sabah, to send to court 
Xusseir-ud-(lein the Tussite, above mentioned, and at this period 
eminently celebrated for his extensive acquirements, and singular skill 
in astronomy. On the reduction oi' Meymiindezh, in the Kohestauu, 
or mountainous range between Persian link and Khorassaiin, N^usscir- 
U(bdein, who had heen long and liberally patronised l)v the governor 
of that fortress, and to whom lie had dedicated the Aklilauk, or Ekh- 
lauk-e-Xaussery, a treatise on ethics much esteemed liy the orientals, 
attended the presence of llulaiiku ; and the latter was so captivated 
by the singular talents and instructive conversation of the philosopher, 
that, instead of dispatching liiin to the court of Mangu, as he had been 
originally enjoined to do, he ventured to detain him about liis own 
jiorson. 

On the subsequent conquest oflEighdad, in prosecution of his plans 
to facilitate the study of astronomy, linlauku, at liis own roquesr, 
fuiiiislied N usseir-uebdein, with an imperial mandate authorizing him 
to the eonstruegion of an ohservatoiy, and to proceed with all prac- 
ticahh^ dispatch, to tlie formation of a set of tables in liis favorite sci- 
eiKH*. Eor tlie site ol‘ his obsru’vatory, Xusseir-ud-dein fixed upon 
a loi’ty (unineiice north of the Tebrizian Meraughah ; where being pro- 
vided with a power to command, without limitation, the assistance of 
the oflieers of the imperial treasury and revenue, he succeeded in a 
short time, in bringing the fabric to a completion. As far as wc are able 
to collect Irom the original, it is described to have been furnished 
Mitli some 8[)ccies of apparatus (perhaps an Orrery) to represent the 
ct'Iestial sphere, with the signs of the Zodiac, thoconjunctions, transits, 
and revolutions of the heavenly bodies, Tiirough a porioratioa in the 
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dome, the rays of the sun were admitted so as to strike upon certain 
lines on the pavement, in a way to indicate, in degrees and minutes, 
the altitude and declination of that luminary, during every season, and 
marking the time and hour of the day, throughout the year. It was 
further supplied with a map of the terrestrial globe, in all its climates, 
or zones, exhibiting tlie several regions of the ha^utable world, as web 
as a general outline of the ocean, with the numerous islands contained 
in its bosom; all so perspicuously arranged and delineated, according 
to our author, as at once to remove, by the clearest demonstration, 
every doubt from the mind of the student. From an extraordinary 
difference in the suu^s altitude and declination, at corresponding pe* 
riods, between what was exhibited in the Zciitcli-c-EjjhhJtaHUi/^ Evle- 
khaunian tables, now framed, and in those hitherto established, an 
error ofsLirprising magnitude, and to the great confusion of chronology 
was detected, in the mode formerly observed to adjust thecommencc- 
incnt of the new year. But, before this celebrated observatory had 
been entirely .completed, the sun of IlulauktVs power had set forever, 
AFe find it moreover recorded, that a considerable attention was de- 
voted bv this monarch, to the encouragement of architecture ; havintr 
not only erected a splendid ])aiacc for his own residence, probably at 
r^lcraughab, but, throughout the territory of Azerbaijaun and of 
Airan, in the peninsula ot the Kurr and Ahoras, many temples of great 
extent and magnificence dedicated* to the idols of his country, also re- 
mained toattest his liberal spirit in that respect ; exclusive ofuunierous 
works ot public utility in different parts ot bis dominions. Tliis pro- 
pensity is said to have increased towards the decline of life, \virhout, 
how ever, in theslightest degree relaxing his application to the more im- 
]Jortant (“oucerns ot liis government. Some time before he dicrl, he 
liad, together witli the sovereign dignity as the heir to his power, as- 
.-^igiied to his oldest son, AbakaKhaiuj, both the provincesof Irak, w ith 
jMazanderaun, and Ivhorassaun to the banks of the Oxus. To Shah- 
zadah \eshrnout he bequeathed the government of Azerbaijauu and 
Arrau ; and to another favorite son, Ameir Toudan, he gave tliat of 
j) iaui bekir and Rebbeia, By the last of his ministers, Shums-ud-d(‘iii 
Manoniuied Joweinv, the government ol Baghdad was bestowed upon 
his brother^ Kliaujah Ata-ui-mulk, the author of the turikli j^diaiiii 
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gushed, an history of the tTengnizian conquests \ by whom, from an 
heap ofruiiis, that celebrated city was restored to a state of compara- 
tive prosperity and splendor. Tiie same person, at the expense of 
more than ten thousand diiiaurs of gold,^ while governor of Baghdad, 
opened a fresh canal to the territory of Nudjef, by which he conducted 
a part of the Euphrates to the niausolcuin of Ally. 

Abaka Kjiaun the son of llulauku, second of the Persian mon- 
archs of the race of Jenguoiz. 

At the period of his father's death, Abaka was in winter quarters in 
^lazandcraun ; but being early apprized of that event, and at the same 
time invited by Eyleka Nuyan, Sunjauk Bahauder, and others oftlie 
Mogliul Ameirs, to repair witliout delay to the imperial residence, he 
hastened with all the expedition ofwliich he was capable, to the can- 
tonments of the departed monarch ; and he reached liis destination, on 
the nineteenth of tl]eforn)er Jummaudy, of the year six hundred and 
sixtN' three. f His inauguration does not however a;)[)ear tohave taken 
})lace ti)r some months afterwards; not indeed, until the month of R im- 
zaun.J wlieii at thestation of Tcheghanawer in the district of Berahaun, 
lie was with the unanimous concurrence of the jn’iiuavs of his family, 
and of the Ameirs of the whole cmjiirc, puhliidy seated on tlie throne 
of llulauku : and thus cominenceda reign w hich is acknowledged to 
havelieen attended with unahatcal, and uniform repose and hap[)iiiess 
to everv' class of Ids subjects. He coiderred the dignity ofAmeir-ul- 
umra, or lieutenant general of the empire, on the above mentioned 
Sunjauk Bahauder, entrusting the govorninent of Ivhorassaun to one 
of his brothers, tlui Shalizadah Tepslunn Oghul; and hceoutinued t!ie 
j)()stot‘ \ e/zeirto his father’s uiiidster, Shums-ud-dein. 

in the early j^art oi liis government, his attention wars required to op- 
pose tlie Tartars of Keptchauk ; w lio by the usual route of Derbuud, 
W’ere advancing, under tlieorders of ShahzadatiNoukai (perhajis Xogai) 
the son of Berkah Khaun, to invade Azerbaijami. He consigned the 
task of repelling the invaders to his brother Yeshinout ; to w iioin he 
hatl confirmed his fathm'X be<juest of the territory in that quarter. On 
tliu^ twentieth of tiie mouth of Sutliir, of the six hundred and sixty 
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A. H. 604-79. fourth of the Hidjerah,^ the enemy were attacked, and totally defeated 
i2G5-aa, i^y prince; their general being wounded in the eye by an arrow,. 

Habeib-us* inconsequence of which they were possibly thrown into confusion. 

To avenge this disgrace, which was in all probability confined to the 
advanced division of his army, Berkah Khaun soon afterwards appeared 
in person, at the head of three hundred thousand horse ; and bearing 
down every obstacle until he reached the left hank of the Kurr, he 
there encamped ; while Abaka with his army took post on the adverse- 
side of the river to dispute bis passage. At the expiration ot some 
days, Berkah Khaun determined to ascend the river towards Teflis>' 
with the design of crossing by the bridgeof that city ; hut being seized 
on bis march by a fit of the cholic, the hand of death put a sudden 
period to all his projects of revenge. Ilis army embraced an early op- 
portunity of withdrawing from the danger, and betook themselves to 
their native solitudes, between the Seyhun and the Don — the Jaxartes 
and Tanais. 

During tlie six hundred and sixty seventh, and sixty eighth of the 
Ilidjerahf Abaka was employed in Khorassaun ; that jirovince having 
been invaded (after an insidious cinliassy in which iNLussaoud Beg, the 
son of Mahmud Yelwauje, was engaged to amuse the Kylekhaunian) 
by Borauk, or Beratik Oghlan, \vho Ixad succeeded to tlie possessions 
of Teheghatai,. north east of tlie Oxus. In a decisive battle, which took 
place in Zilhudje of the six hundred and sixty eightli of the IJidjerah:!: 
^ within five or six farsangs of Herat, tlie invader was totally defeate<l, 
and compelled to retire, with precipitation and disgrace, into his own 
dominions. 

The eleven succeeding years, since tliey appear to have been barren 
of materials for the pen of the liistoriaii, may, perhaps be considered to 
have passed in comparative ti\inquiiiity ; the narrative bringing us at 
once to the six hundred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah. During 
that year, Abaka Khaun employed his brotlier, Maiigii Teymur., to in- 
vade the possessions of vSeyf-ud-dcin Kullawutj, surnamed the Bas- 
ilisk, (ul affai) .Sultan of Egypt. in the month of lludjub,^Mn the 
ueigliborhood ofllanvs or Ilauiess, north of Damascus, the-Egyptiau 

• November 30th, 12 () 0 - tl20a0. 
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gavel)attIeto the Persian army, and the Maumluk Sultan was signally A. H. 679. 

victorious ; the Moghulprince with the whole of his troops being stated A. D. 1280-8 1 

to have been entirely destroyed, either in the action, or the pursuit. Habeib-us- 
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Others, however, relate that ISIangu Teymur himself escaped the car- 
nage, and reached Baghdad, where he died a natural death before the 
termination of the year. 

At the crisis of his brother’s defeat, Abaka anpears'to have been sta- 
tioned at Senjaur in Mesopotamia ; but considering it not immedi- 
ately either convenient, or advisable, to avenge the disgrace, he with- 
drew to Baghdad ; and in Zilhudje of the same 3 'ear, he removed further 
to liamadaun, where he arrived on the eighth of the month.* Here he 
is said to have contracted a habit of immoderate drinking, by which 
he very soon reduced himself to the most wretched state of debility : 
and while thus languishing under the effects of intemperance, he hap- 
pened one day to fall asleep in his chair; and a raven, perching itself on 
an opposite building, was not to be prevented from serenading him with 
its discordant clamours. The attendants hastened to drive away the 
inauspicious bird ; but, it had already awakened the debilitated mon- 
arch, and occasioned so severe a shock to his distempered nerves, that, 
heex^piredon the spot. 

Th is event took place on the twentieth of Zilhudje ofthe six hun- 
dred and seventy ninth of the Hidjerah,-]" when Abaka had swayed the 
sceptre of the Persian monarchy for about si. xteen years. He left two 
sons, Arghiin, and Keykhautu, or Kunjayth Khaun, each of whom, at 
subsequent periods, attained to the sovereign power. 

Among the men of genius and letters, who flourished and dieddur- 
ingthe reign of this monarch, we cannot omit to mention the name of 
M oulana Jullaul-ud-dein llumy, the celebrated author ofthe Messnui 
sherreif. He was originally of Bidkh ; but from having long resided 
with his father, at Larindah, in Anatolia, he obtained the appellation of 
llumian. His grandmother is representedto have been a grand-daugh- 
ter of Sultan Mahommed the Ivhaurezmian. He was born about 
the six hundred and fourth, and his death is stated to have taken place 
on the fifth of the latter Jummaudy ofthe six hundred and seventy 
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second of the Hidjerah.* We also learn, from a passage in his own 
works, that the elegant and ingenious Sheikh Sandy ot Sheirauz, al- 
though thenfar advanced inyears, was on one occasion presented by his 
minister to Abakalvhaun; and his guardedcompliment to the monarch 
is on record. 

Nekudaur, entitled Sulta N Ahmed, the son of Hulauku, third of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

On the death ofAbaka Khaun, it was determined by a convention 
ofthe principal Ameirs, that Nekudaur should succeed to the authority 
of his deceased brother, to the prejudice and exclusion of the princes 
his children ; and he accordingly assumed the sovereign dignity, on 
Sunday the thirteenth of the former Ptebbeia, of the six hundred and 
eightieth of the Ilidjerah.f 

Having previously embraced the doctrines ofthe Koran, this prince, 
on his accession, assumed the title of Sultan Ahmed, and proceeded 
to restore to the followers of the law of Mahommed their long lost 
predominance; compromising, however, with thephysiciaiis and astro- 
nomers of theChristian and Jewish persuasion, by assigning to each a 
moderate advance in cash from the imperial treasury, in lieu of tlie 
pensions which they had enjoyed under his predecessors. He conti- 
nued the office ofVezzeir, to Shums-ud-dein Mahommi'd the Joweiman ; 
who united to the zeal of his sovereign, his own exeriious, to promote 
the advancement of their common religion. 

Measures so hostile to the ancient prej udices of their nation, excited 
in several of the members of the imperial familv, a most lively sensatioii 
of jealousy and discontent ; and particularly in Shah/adah A;g iun, the 
son ofAbaka, who was in possession of the governm *nt of Ivnorassauu. 
When he had, however, determined on hostility against the authority of 
his uncle, theShahzadah hastened in the first instance, to secure the 
support of Toghatchaur Nuyan and the Inmds of the Karaounauss, 
then reputed the fiercest and most vvai like of the Moghul trib.-s ; and 
in this, he appears to havebeen successlul. Some fruitless ttempts fol- 
lowed, to accommodate these ditferences, without proceeding to : x- 

*Tne nuscript exhibits Go 4 for the |)f*viod of his birth, anti 772 for that os' bis death ; 
which is neither consistent with probabililv, nor with the former statemeut, that he died 
daring this rci^n. 
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tremity ; and these having in every instance failed, the troops of Sultan 
Ahmed were finally put in motion, to gain the eastern frontiers of Azer- 
baijaun ; whileShahzCidah x\rghun with all theforcehe could assemble, 
approached towards the same point. On the plains of Auk-khaujah, 
he was, however, opposed and entirely defeated, on the first of SufFur, 
of the year six hundred and eighty three, ^ by Ally Eynauk,at the head 
of fifteen thousand men, the advanced division of the troops of Sultan 
Ahmed. Shahz-adah Arghun fled with precipitation from the field of 
battle, and threw himself into the fortress of Kolaut,*]* whither he was 
soon afterwards pursued by his conqueror . Su Itan Ahmed now proceed- 
ed, without further obstacle, to enter Khorassaun ; while Arghun, consi- 
dering resistance no longer availing, resolved to hazard an interview 
with Ally Eynauk, with whom he accordingly held a conference un- 
der the walls of Kolaut, In return for this proof of his confidence. Ally 
Eynauk accompanied tlie young prince into the fort, and finally pre- 
vailed upon iiim to venture, under his protection, to the camp of Sultan 
Ahmed, After proceeding several stages, they at last came up with 
the army of the Sultan at Khojaun, where the Shahzadah was com- 
pelled to stand for several hours exposed to the sun, before he was ad- 
mitted to the presence of Ins uncle. Having been thus sufficiently 
mortified, he was then suffered to approach the Sultan, who embraced 
him with much apparent cordiality, consoling him with the expecta-r 
tion of being restored to the government of Khorassaun ; after which, 
in a suite of tents set apart for his accommodation, the Shahzadah 
was ])lace(l in the custody of a select guard of four thousand men. 
Under the orders of Aruk the brother of Bouka, of whom more here- 
after. 

Unfortunately,in these circumstances the Sultan, through an impati- 
ent anxiety to be restored to the society of his wife, was led to separate 
from his army ; leaving Instructions with Ally Eynauk, by whatever 
means he found practicable, to terminate the existence of Shahzadah 
Arghun. Sultan Ahmed hrd, however, no sooner quitted the army^ 
than Bouka and some of llie other Nuyans conceived the design of sub- 
verting Ins power altogether ; and with these views, after lamenting 

^Apiii £8th, 1284 
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the humiliation 1>rought upon the lineage of Jengueiz, by the Suitan’s 
apostacyfrom the religious system of his ancestors, and by his minister's 
partial advancement of the disciples of the Koran, they proposed to the 
princes of the imperial family on the spot, and to the Ameirsof the 
court, that Hulaiiju, the young son of Arghun Khaun, should be raised 
to the throne of Hulaukii, and that Sultan Ahmed should be still suf- 
fered to retain the subordinate dignity of king ; and they concluded 
by remarking, that the accomplishment of this plan would be most ob- 
viously facilitated by the immediate enlargement of Arghun. The 
measure was universally assented to ; and it was determined to carry 
the design into execution, the moment the obscurity of the approach- 
ing night, was sufficiently advanced to cover their proceedings. 

On Tuesday evening, accordingly, the eighteenth of the latter Reb- 
beia,^the conspirators entered the tents of Arghun, and roused him to 
the apprehension, that the solemn hour was arrived, in which he was 
TO be forever separated from his famih , and all that was dear to him. 
Bouka took him however by the hand, and by explaining what was in 
agitation, soon removed his alarm; after which mounting their horses, 
they proceeded, with their utmost celerity to the station of Ally Ey- 
liauk, whom they surprised asleep, on the terrace of his pavilion. 
Ameir Ally Tumghatchei, (clerk of the signet) one of the depend- 
ants of Bouka, struck off the head of the general while he still reposed 
upon his pillow ; and amidst the alarm and confusion which ensued, 
which it IS not difficult to conceive, the greater part of the Sultan’s 
friends and adherents were put to the sword. One of them how- 
ever escaped; and, overtaking his master on the road towards Azer- 
V^aijaun, about four farsangs on that side of Esferaein, informed him 
of the sudden and disastrous revolution, which had occurred to his 
affairs. Plunged by the intelligence into a state of melancholy and 
despondenee, the Sultan shaped his course for Soraub, probably in 
Mazanderaun, at this period the residence of his mother Tuty, or Kuty 
Khatun ; his courtiers, and principal officers, with their followers, like 
his better fortune, gradually abandoning him at every stage. Shums- 
ud-dein the prime minister, on his arrival at Jaujerern, proceeded to- 
w^ards Isfahaun. from whence he had it in contemplation to withdraw, 

^July ard A. D. 12^4. 
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by way of Shirauz, into India ; but from this latter design, at a subse- 
quent period he receded, through motives of affection for his numerous 
dependants, whom he found it repugnant to his feelings to abandon to 
the mercy of a vindictive succession. And to these manly sentiments 
he ultimately fell a victim. 

Shahzadah Arghun, who had thus providentially triumphed over 
the designs of his adversaries, passed the night of his deliverance, in 
anxious watchfulness for the dawn of the succeeding day. He then 
received the congratulations of the princes his relatives, and of the 
ameirs, on the preservation of his life, and on his unlooked for restor- 
ation to power. In the mean time, a camel dispatch was sent off, by 
Bouka, the headofthe conspiracy, with instructionstothe Karaounauss, 
to intercept the retreat and terminate the career of Sultan Ahmed ; while 
another message proceeded to require that the Koustcheian, or archer 
militia, would exert themselves to destroy the followers of theforsaken 
monarch. Arghun, in person, soon engaged in the line of pursuit. 
The Siiltan, on the other hand, on reaching Soraub, was advised by 
his mother, with the few followers who continued attached to his for- 
tunes, to remain where he was ; and abide with patience, the gradual 
disclosure of those events, which must yet arise from beneath the veil 
of futurity. 

For some days, the state of his affairs was concealed from the ser- 
vants of the dowager princess, and each individual, as fancy might 
lead him, was suffered to indulge in conjecture; until Karaneghaury 
and Sengur Nuyan, two of the princess’s officers, one morning that 
the V attended theprcsence of the Sultan, according tocustom, ventured 
to enquire how it happened, that contrary to his practice on former 
visits, he should have appeared among them unaccompanied by his 
armv ? I'he monarch re])lied, that having made a prisoner of his formi- 
dable adversary, he had conceived it prudent, as a competent safeguard, 
to leave the whole army in charge of his person ; and for his own part, 
that he had hastened on before, to provide for the passage, and accom- 
modation of his troops. One of the chiefs, who sat without the pavi- 
lion, exclaimed aloud upon this, that what they had heard, was a gross 
mis-statement of circumstances ; for that Arghun Khaun had been posi- 
tively raised to the supreme dignity, by a great majority of theShah- 
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zadahs and principal nobility, and that they were now in actual pur- 
suit of Sultan Ahmed, with the determined purpose of putting him to 
death, if therefore the two Nuyans entertained a genuine regard for 
the welfare of their country, they would not omit so fair an opportu- 
nity ot securing the person of the Sultan, against the possibility of es- 
cape. On this disclosure, the two Ameirs immediately quitted the 
tent, and without further ceremony, proceeded to cut off all coinmunt- 
cation with the unfortunate and devoted monarch. 

Such was the state of things, when a numerous body of the Kara- 
ounauss forced the station of Soraub, and filled every quarter with tfie 
uproar of pillage and violence ; and at the expiration of two or three 
days, the unfortunate Sultan was sent off band-bound, to meet his tri- 
umphant nephew. Agreeable to a custom prevailing among the Mo-^huls, 
on the appearance of a vanquished adversary, Arghim is described on 
this occasion, as soon as the royal captive was conducted to his pre- 
sence, to have made use, looking at his attendants, of Uie exclamation 
Mertu! an expression of which, whether it was intended to convey 
irony, or contempt, or insult, or all together, theauthordoes not furn- 
ish us with any explanation. This spoken, he proceeded to celebrate 
his victory, by a liberal circulation of the goblet. But, as recent ex- 
ample had taught him, within his own experience, the hazird of com- 
mitting to a subjugated rival, the chance of life to avenge his misfor- 
tunes, and the bitter repentance of which, alone, such iuiprudent lenity 
was the source, he immediately delivered over the person of Sultan 
Ahmed, to the disposal of the sons of Konkiirbai; who had been put 
to death either by him, or by his authority. In retaliation for the blood 
of their father, the avenging sons i>roceeded accordingly, on Thursday 
the twentysixthoftheformerJummaudy*of the six hundred and eiglity 
third of the Hidjerah*]* to tear up, like his shipwrecked hopes, the 
existence of the unfortunate monarch; when he had possessed the 
sovereign authority, for a period of about three years one month and 
seven days. He left three sons, Kublantchei, Arslantchei, and Bou- 
katchei, neither of whom ever attained to the imperial dignity. 

Arghun Khaun, the son of Abaka Khaun, fourth of the Persian 
monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

♦ August 9th 1234» 
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However on their determination to subvert the authority of Sultan 
Ahmed, and on their enlargement of Arghun, it had been, for some rea- 
son or other, agreed upon by the agents of the revolution, to place the 
young Ilulauju in nominal possession of the sovereign power, the 
shahzadahs on the spot, in Azerbaijaun, resolved notwithstanding on 
the death of theSultan, and on the arrival ofthatprince in the imperial 
residence, to acknowledge the authority of Arghun Khaun ; and he was 
accordingly, on the twenty seventh of the latter Jummaudy,* at Shour- 
aub on the confines of Y uzleka, with the usual solemnities, publicly 
seated on the throne ofllulauku. 

When a period of festivity of more than ordinary duration had ex- 
pired, and Arghun Khaun had exhibited very liberal proofs of his 
bounty, towards the different orders of the nobility, he proceeded to 
reward the service of Bouka, who was at the same time the author of 
his deli vorance and of his aggrandizement, by investing him, as prime 
minister, under the title of fehingsang formeily explained, with the 
entire controul ofevery department of the state. At the same time, he 
bestowed the government of Baghdad upon Aruk, the brother of the 
minister, who had the custody of his person, for the short period of his 
confinement at Khojaun ; and he contrived to reconcile his son Hu- 
lauju to his disappointments, by lavishing upon him every proof of 
regard and attacliment, short of that power, to which he had been so 
prematurely taught to aspire. 

It wasformerly observed that the late prime minister, Shums-ud-dein 
iMahoinmed, on intelligence of the unexpected revolution in favor of 
Arghun Khaun, was making the best of his way tow^ir^^ls Isfahauu ; 
\Vilh the ultimate design of retiring by sea into llindfistaiin. A sud- 
den resolution to trust to providence, and resign himselftohis fate, actu- 
ated him, however, to abandon that design ; and he determined to mea- 
sure back his steps, and submit, with a good grace, to the authority of 
the new sovereign. On his journey he received from Arghun Khaun, 
by some persons of distinction, a declaration, confirmed under the 
imperial signature, that he had freely forgiven the past; and an assur- 
ance of a friendly and honorable reception, if he would repair without 
further delay to the royal presence. Encouraged bv these assurances, 

* Sepjenibf"! !)th, 12S L 
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Shums-ud'dein prosecuted his journey with additional confidence and 
alacrity ; and on the tenth of Rudjub* he reached the camp, or resi- 
dence of Arghun Khaun, being accommodated on his arrival in the pa- 
vilion of Bouka, the new minister of state. The following day he was 
introduced to the sovereign, from whom he experienced a very favor- 
able reception. But many days were not suffered to elapse, before 
some envious individuals in his confidence, suggested to the Vezzeir, 
that unless he was on his guard, notwithstanding his present specious 
humility, hewould soon find his authori ty eclipsed, ifnotentirelysuper- 
seded, through the consummate talents for intrigue of Shums-ud-dein. 
Is thine adversary in thy power said tliey, ^‘beware lost thou suffer 
him to escape. For shouldst thou be imprudent, and lie retain the 
powerof injury, repentance will little avail thee.” Such malevolent 
insinuationsdid not fad toproducean impression on a mind alreadyjea- 
loLis of his influence ; and Bouka, at the earliest private conference 
with his sovereign, embraced the opportunity of warning him against 
the absurdity of forming expectations ofhonorable or faithful service, 
from the traitor, who had poisoned his benefactor, the just and bene- 
volent Abaka; and ultimately to assure him, that the stability of his 
power essentially depended on the annihilation of this intriguing states- 
man's existence. 

These and similar arguments finally prevailed with Arghunto direct, 
that the illustrious minister of so many kings, (for he had, for a period 
of tliirty years, enjoyed the highest and most splendid distinctions 
in the state) should be brought to answer to the atrocious charge of 
having poisoned his sovereign. A council of the Nuyans, or principal 
Ameirs, was accordingly assembled ; and Shums-ud-dein was brought 
before them with hisdiands bound, and to the infinite regretof a whole 
people, which could not suppress the most bitter lainentalioas at his 
unmerited fate. In reply to the charges of mismanagement and pecu^ 
lation, he desired itmiglit be understood, that he voluntarily admitted 
an hundred fold, all that the utmost envy and malignity of his accusers 
could allege against him ; but of the foul charge of treason against the 
life and person of liis benefactor, whether in thought, word, or deed, 
he protested his perfect innocence, and solemnly disavowed the slightest 

^ September 21st, 128 1, 
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knowledge. Against the premeditated purpose of his enemies, the A. H. 683 80. 
appeals of innocence, and the exertions of eloquence, were equally un- A. D. 1284- 87. 
availing. He was condemned to die, and suffered the punishment of Habeib-us- 
his condemnation, amidst the sighs and groans of thousands, on Mon« 
day the fourth of Shabaun, of the six hundred and eighty third of the 
Hidjerah.* 

Having thus secured himself against the competition of rival talents, 

Bouka, or Bouga Tchingsang, now proceeded without controul, to 
the full exercise of his power ; and in spite of his prejudices, the author 
is in truth compelled to acknowledge, that this uncircumcised Turk 
was as terrible to his adversaries from his inflexible and undaunted 
spirit, as he was respectable for his consummate prudence and sagacity, 
and for his rigid and impartial administration of justice. Of this lat- 
ter quality the following circumstance is introduced as an illustration. 

A muleteer attached to the imperial stables, anativeofSeiestaun, had pre- 
sumed to snatch an apple from a fruit-stall in the market; and the stall- 
keeper endeavoring to wrest his property from the marauder, received 
a blow from him, of wdiich he immediately hastened to lav his com- 
plaint before the min is ter. Withoutamomeiit^s hesitation, Bouka direct- 
ed the muleteer to be cut in two ; remarking to the by standers,that if 
olfences ot this sort, however trivial in their nature, were suffered to go 
unpunislied, it would operate as an encouragement to crimes of greater 
magnitude, and ultimately so extenuate the bonds of civil authority, 
as to render the machine of government unmanageable to the resources 
ot human skill. The power of Bouka became, however, at last so over- 
bearing and excessive, that there remained to Arghun Khaun scarcelv 
ought of the sovereign authority but the name ; and thi.s producing in 
the minds. oftlie nobility, andprincipal courtiers, the ordinary concom- 
itants of jealousy and envy, they commenced, for the removal and 
destruction of the obnoxious minister, the usual course of intrigue. 

But so deeply had he wrought himself into the confidence and friend- 
ship of his master, that every effort to supplant him proved in vain ; and 
his enemies were accordingly compelled for some time longer to feed. 
upon their own malignity. 

* Firt'.enth of October, 1284. 
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was introduced into the household of Arghun Khaun by his talents 
as a physician. This person at an early period of his life, had taken 
up his residence in the metropolis of Baghdad ; and freely associating 
with men of all countries, Turks, as well as Persians and Arabs, con- 
trived to acquire an extensive and intimate knowledge in their res- 
pective languages. Atthesame time, he obtained a considerable degree 
of insight into the state of the revenues of that once flourishing metro- 
polis, and into tlie embezzlements and malversations by which, inevery 
direction, the government was defrauded of its rights. While he was 
liimself thus employed at Baghdad, some of his nation who had found 
means to establish themselves in the confidence of Arghun Khaun, 
undersome pretext or other, which is not very satisfactorily explained, 
prevailed upon that monarch to require Ids attendance at court. 

Soon after the arrival of Saud-ud-doulah, the monarch was attacked 
by some complaint, which rendered the medical talents of the Jew pe- 
culiarly useful ; and he prescribed witli singular success hi alleviating 
the com{)laint. On his visits during the period of convalescence, the at- 
tention of the man of physic was directed to ascertain the subjects 
which seemed to contribute more strikingly to interest and amuse his 
patient; and he soon discovered that an inordinate desire to accumu- 
late wealth and treasure, was the ruling propensity of Arghun. Saud- 
ud-doulah then availed himself of the information which he had col- 
lected, to furnish the monarch with some very clear and important 
details, with respect to the resources and expenditure of the different 
provinces of the empire, and to those of the government of Bao*hdad 
in particular. In short he alleged that the minister Couka, and his 
relatives, had so completely monopolized every species of intelligence, 
that it was next to an impossibility to form a true judgmentof the state 
of affairs; for in none of the departments under their controiil, had they 
left a single item on which to detennirre tlie real balances due to the 
imperial treasury. And finally that liis brother Aruk, or Arouky, had 
indulged in so many acts of oppression and arbitrary violence, through- 
out Baghdad and its dependencies, that justice and her concomitants 
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'private happiness and repose, like the elegant embellishments of genius 
and the arts, had totally disappeared from the country. 

In consequence of these representations, a royal mandate was at last 
issued that Saud-ud-doulah, accompaniedbytwoMoghulcommission- 
ers, should immediateh' repair to Baghdad; with authority tocollectthe 
revenues, to investigate the conduct of the former officers, to take an 
account of the actual state of the treasury, and to exert their utmost 
assiduity to prevent the recurrence of the prevailing abuses.. In the 
latter part of the six hundred and eighty sixth of the Hidjerah, Saud- 
ud-doulah and his associates proceeded accordingly to Baghdad ; but 
having in a very short time, raised a large sum of money from the ar- 
rears of the preceding,and from a demand in advance on the collections 
of the current year, he thence returned without delay to the presence 
of Arghiin Khaun, whose ruling propensity he amply gratified by the 
unusual disiilay of treasure, and other valuable property now placed 
at his disposal. Thesatisfaction of the monarch was evinced, among 
other favors, b}' the appointment of Saud-ud-doulah, to the controul 
of the revenues of Baghdad ; where, by resorting to the expedients 
which had proved so productiv'e on the former occasion, he a second 
time succeeded in realizing an abundant supply for the imperial 
treasury; with which he jiiinctually repaired to the court of Arghun, 
nowat Kunkur orKunge.raulung, ata subsequent [lerioddestined to rise 
into the celebrated city Sullauniah. 

I'rom the contemplation of such a mass of treasure produced in so 
short a time, Arghun Khaun was easily led to calculate that the sums 
of wJiich Aruk had annually defrauded the state, out of the revenues of 
Baghdad alone, could not have been much inferior in amount; and 
hence his confidence in the just discrimination, and consummate skill 
of Saud-ud-doulah was raised to the highest pitch. The report which 
he received at the same time, from Ourdukeia, one of his Tartar col- 
legues, of the exten.sive capacity of the Jew, and of the astonishing ad- 
vantages that would be the result, if thcaffairs of the vvholeempire were 
placed under the management of a person, who twice in so short a pe- 
riod, had furnished from a single department, so considerable a supply 
tothe imperial treasury, icuding additional force to his own opinion, 
the E^lekhaun issued, without further deliberation, an edict anuouu- 
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A. H, C86-87. clng that while thelmaurut, or commandof the armies, should be hence- 
A. I).i 287 -bu- considered as residing in Toghatchaur Niiyan, Ourdukeia, and 

iiiil>eib-us- aijother iMoghiil chief, Saud-ud-doulah was to be acknowledged with- 
out limitation, as Vezzeir and sole minister in all affairs of civil au- 
thority, and finance. And moreover, that while the Ameirs of the 
empire of whatever rank or dignity, were positively forbidden to make 
any representation to the throne without his concurrence, Saud-ud- 
doiilah was himself, on the contrary, to have free and unquestioned 
access to the jiresence of tlie sovereign, whenever he had matters to 
communicaie, without previous consultation with any one whatever. 

Saud-iul-douiah having become thus invested with such extensive 
authority, tiie reputation of Bouka Tchingsang rapidly declined ; and 
liis enemies, who had long been on the watch for such an opportunity, 
eagerlv availed themselves of the occasion to bring to the recollection 
oi'Arghun, the base ingratitude with which this man had betrayed the 
confidence reposed in him by Sultan .\hmed, his former master ; nei- 
ther did they omit to remark, how trifling liis resources at that period, 
in comparison with what lie had since acepiired, in his immoderate 
wealth, and in the numerous soldiery retained to serve under his stanrl- 
ard. Hence the awe with wdiich every branch of the imperial family 
looked up to his opinion, and hence the implicit obedience to every 
thing which he chose to dictate. A prudent prince, said they, would 
•not be regardless of the proceedings of such a man — would hasten on 
the contrary to curtail him of the means of acting over again, with im- 
punity, the same lessons of treason and ingratitude. These, and other 
arguments, which were not wanting to awaken the jealousy of the mon- 
arch, soon wrought in the mind of Arghtin, an entire change to the 
prejudice of Bouka; and the di.sgrace of the falling minister became 
complete, when, not long afterwards, both he and his dependants were 
directed to deliver over wdthout delay, into other hands, the whole of 
the public records hitherto entrusted tothem, and to withdraw forever, 
from all further employment in the state. 

In order to avenge the disgrace, Bouka on his part immediately de- 
termined on forming a conspiracy to subvert the authority of his so- 
vereign ; and with that object he now dispatched a confidential message 
to Joushkaub the son of Jermaughun, and grandson of Hulauku, at 
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this period residing at some place, which he had chosen for his abode, 
on the banks of the Euphrates. The design of the message after an- 
nouncing the displeasure into whichhehad fallen with Arghun Khaun, 
through tlie jealousy and intrigues of his enemies, was to communi- 
cate to the prince, a proposal to assert his claim to the throne of his 
grandfather; and a promise, that he would, on his appearance in Azer- 
baijaun, immediately join him with a numerous party of his adherents 
whom he had already engaged to promote the enterprize. TheShahzadah, 
though taken by surprise, did not hesitate as to the principle by which 
he was to be governed on the occasion. He informed the m.essenger 
that, under present circumstances, it was impossible to place any re- 
liance on the statements of which he had been the bearer ; but if liis 
concurrence was in any shape thouglit of importance to the undertaking, 
a list of the principal chiefs engaged to support it, and a written detail 
of the plan in contemplation, would at once secure his confidence, 
and remove all his doubts on tlie subject. The agent hastened back 
to his employer, and having obtained from him the written proofs re- 
cpiired, soon afterwards returned, and placed them in the hands of the 
Shahzadah ; by whom he was now directed to apprize his master, that 
on a ('ertain night, he, theShahzadah, would be in the camp of Arghun ; 
and that it was expected that Boukaand liis party would be ready in 
arms, to su])i)ort him, in the ultimate execution of the design against 
the life and authority of their imperial adversary. 

In the mean time, nothing was further from the intention of Joush- 
kaub than any measure of hostility against the person or government 
of bis kinsman ; on the contrary he was deliberating on the speediest 
means of making him accpiainted with the designs of his degraded min- 
ister. At last hedetermined to behimselfthe bearer of his intelligence ; 
and having i)rovided againstreaching thecamp, on the niglit fixed upon 
forthe appearance of the conspirators, hehastened, the following morn- 
ing, to the presence of Arghun Khaun, to whom he made a full disclo- 
sure ofthe plan in agitation to subvert his authority. Arghun refused 
at first, to give credit to the information ; but the paper containing the 
list of Bouka's accomplices, together with their written engagement, 
being shewn tohim,his doubts gave way tohis indignation, and a strong 
division was sent offw ithout delay, to attack thequarters of Bouka,and 
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A. H. 688-90. to bringhim in bonds to the foot of the throne. Tlie rebel however ob- 
A. D- 1289-91. tainedsome intimation of his danger, and contrived for the present to 
Habeib-us- escape to the camp of Ouljai Khatun (probably Ouljaitu); where he 
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’ had the effrontery to demand an investigation of his conduct. His 
guilt w'as established on the clearest proofs ; and the Shahzadah whom 
he had endeavored to seduce into rebellion, at the same time that he 
was his accuser, consented to become his executioner, and struck off 
his head with his own hand. 

For a period of two years subsequent to this event, in spite of the 
antipathies of an adverse religion, the author is compelled to acknow- 
ledge, that Saud-ud-doulah the fortunate Israelite, continued to direct 
the machine of government with a success, which raised the empire to 
a pitch of almost unexampled prosperity and splendor. And, although 
he is reproached with having distributed every employment of the 
state, between his brothersand relatives, yet, at the conclusion of the 
period to which we have alluded, with a treasure of one thousand to- 
mauns, or ten millions of dinaurs of gold,* in the imperial exchequer, 
such was the moderation and uniform integrity of their deportment, 
that not a single complaint of violence, or injustice in any shape, was 
heard against them from any part of this wide extended monarchy. In 
themean time, the proofs of his sovereign’s bounty descended upon this 
highly favored minister in rapid succession, and every returning day 
brought with it some fresh accumulation of dignity and honor; until 
the familiarity with which he was permitted to approach the person of 
liis master, made him at last forgetful of his place, and of the respect 
Avhich was due to the majesty of the throne. Hence on one occasion, 
vvhde engaged at dice with the monarch, in making a throw, he inad- 
vertently stretched out his leg from beneath his robe ; and one of the 
Tartarnoblescominginatthe instant, proceeded to upbraid him, in bitter 
terms, with the grossness of the indecorum, and with the contumaci- 
ous insolence with which he presumed to comport himself, under the 
accumulated favors of an indulgent sovereign. Saud-ud-doulah en- 
deavored to apologize, by explaining that a sudden pain in his knees 
had been the cause of an inattention so apparently disrespectful ; and 
that he conceived it would be a mark of folly, if even in this instance, 
tie had refused toobey the commands ofso j ust and considerate a monarch. 

^4.583^3331* C-, 84. at tiic lowebl coriiputuUoiia 
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H is exorbitant power had, however, by tliis time become extremely 
obnoxious to the courtiers and principal Ameirs ; all of whom now 
united in a combination to destroy him, with Toughan Nuyan, a pow- 
erful noble whose pride had been, in some point or other, more parti- 
cularly offended. But the design was carefully concealed, until mat- 
ters should be perfectly ripe for its execution. In his progress to gran- 
deur, the minister had, it seems, at first outwardly evinced a disposition 
to favor, if not to associate in the doctrines of Mahommedism ; and 
this spirit it was that, peradventure, dictated the letters dispatched in 
Ramzaun of the year six hundred and eighty eight^ to Baghdad, pro- 
vidingforthe protection and accommodation of the pilgrims to Mekkah. 
But, when he became thoroughly intoxicated with his good fortune, his 
pride and arrogance at last exceeded even that of the impious race of 
Aud and both he and his profligate relatives, and the miscreants of 
his nation, proceeded without scruple, to insult and deride the sacred 
principles of Islam. 

In short, the impiety of Saud-ud-doulah was at last carried to such 
a pitch, that, whenever an opportunit}^ occurred, he employed every 
argument to inculcate into his master, that the divine mission of his illus- 
trious ancestor Jengueiz havingdescended to him by a just inheritance, 
he possessed through the goodness of heaven, all the means that were 
requisite, not only for the consolidation of a mighty monarchy, but, 
whenever he thought proper, for establishing, like tlie prophet of the 
Arabs, a new system of religion of his own, on the abrogation of every 
previous codeof faith, thathadhithertosubsisted in the world. Arghun 
Khaun, whose avaricioLisdispositiou had confirmed him the adversary 
of every Mussulman, derived from these arguments fresh pretences for 
iheir persecution, and humiliation; and a mandate was now issued, 
ordaining that forthefuture, none who professed the religion of the Kor- 
an, should on any consideration be employed in the collections ; nay^ 
furthermore, they were rigorously excluded, by the same mandate, from 
holding any intercourse whatever with the imperial residence. To 
complete the climax of his impieties, the minister brought his mis- 
guided sovereign finally to resolve on polluting the sacred sanctuary 

* September, A. D. i280. 

t Described in tlie preliminary di:iCOUi^e to Sale’s Korun, p. p. 8, and the following* 
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A. H. 690. of the Kaaubah, by the re-establishment of idolatry within its hal- 
A. D. 1291. lowed walls ; and on converting the Mahommedans, and every subject 
Habeib-us ofliis authority, from the worship of the true God, to the absurd and 
impious adoration of stocks and stones. 

In the very zenith of his power, thesealleged malignant designs were 
however, suddenly suspended by the hand of destiny. His sovereign 
was seized with a dangerous illness, which was soon found to resist 
the powers of medicine ; and the minister began to tremble at that ven- 
geance which he had justly to apprehend from an enraged nobilit}'. 
It was in vain that he had recourse to various expedients to disarm 
the resentment of his enemies, and to recover his popularity. The 
dissolution of his master w'as finally ascertained to be at hand; and he 
sought by privately dispatching into Khorassaun, to invite Shahzadah 
Ghazan, afterwards emperor, to repair with allpossibleexpedition to the 
imperial residence, in order toshieldhimselfundertheprotectionofthat 
prince against the swords of the exasperated Ameirs. His intentions 
could not however escape the vigilanccof the powerful party combined 
against him. A conference was immediately held at the quarters of 
Toghatchaur, one of the most distinguished Nuyans, where it was re- 
solved, in the first instance, to destroy or make away with the prin- 
cipal adherents ofSaud-ud-doulah ; and this wascarried into immediate 
execution. They then secured the person of the minister ; and after 
he had been suffered to languish for several days, in a state of the 
most agonizing suspense and apprehension, in the custody of Toghat- 
chaur, they ultimately put a period to his existence. A 

Arg:hun Khaun did not long survive the fate of his minister. He died, 
at his gardens in the territory of Arran, on Tuesday the third of the for- 
mer Rebbeiaof the six hundred and ninetieth of the Hidjerah to the 
great relief of every friend of Islam, and to tlie equal mortification of 
all that were hostile to the law of Mahomnied. Ilis reign appears tO' 
have occupied a period of about six years and six months. He left 
four sons, Ghazan Khaun, Beissuteymur, Ouljaitu Sultan, and Khatab 
Oghul ; of whom the first and third at succeeding periods,^ attained lot 
the sovereign power. 


March 4th, 1291, 
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The decided part which this monarch took against the religious 
system, which prevailed throughout his dominions, might justify the 
apprehension that his character would be unfavorably delineated ; and 
yet his memory appears to have escaped that obloquy to which it was 
exposed from the violence of Mahommedan prejudice. 

Among the learned cotemporaries of Arghun Khaun we cannot omit 
tomention the name of Nasscr-ud-dein Abdullah Beizauvy; theauthor 
of the Nizaum-ul-towaurikh, a chronicle frequently referred to by ori- 
ental writers, who died in the six hundred and ninety second of the 
Hidj erah. 

Keykh AUTu, orGuNJ AUTU Khaun the son of Abaka, fifth of the 
Persian nionarchs of the race of Jen^ ueiz, 

o 

Through the culpable negligence of transcribers, the name of this 
monarch has been indifferently committed to record in the manner 
above perfixed ; but it having been observed, by Mirza Ulugh Beg in 
his history of the four tribes, that the word Keykhautu must origin- 
ally h ave been written Tcheyghautun, w hich bears in the INIoghui dia- 
lect the positive signification of asiotiisher^ (der taujeb andauz,) the 
author whom we have chosen for our guide has assigned the preference 
to the former method.* 

Under his brother’s authority, Keykhautu appears to have held the 
governmentof Bum, or w^estern Anatolia; and on the death of that brother, 
in the manner just related, the whole ofthe principal Aineirs now con- 
curred in deputing Alguzzy Gurekaun one of their number, to apprize 
him of the recent event ; to announce to him his accession to the sover- 
eign power; and to request his immeiliate presence at the residence of 
the imperial authority, at this period permanently established either 
at Tebreiz, or some ofthe towns in the neighborhood. They had 
however scarcely dispatched their agent, when a difference of opinion 
arose among the same Ameirs, with respect to the succession in which 
they had so recently concurred ; Toghatchaur,and anotlier chief, openly 
declaring for Baidu Oghul, the son of Teraghai, the son of Hulaukii, to 
w’hom, in his retreat at Baghdad, a letter w^as accordingly written, w ith 

* In the Khohiusut-ul-iikhbaur we find nevertlaless, that the author, or his. traa&- 
scrrber, invmi.'Mv v rite? the name Guiijatun. 
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A. II, 690 - 91 . a tender of the vacant throne. But, with a consideration unusually 
A. D. 121 ) 1 - 92 . Jiginterested, for the claims of his kinsman, Baidu peremptorily de- 
llabeib-us- 
St? V r* 

On theothcrhand,whcn thedeath ofhisbrotherwasannonnced to him 
by the person deputed for the purpose, Keykhautu hastened without 
delay towards Azerbaijaun ; many of the nobility proceeding at the 
same time as far as Alatauk, towards the source of the Aboras, Aras, 
or Araxes, to meet, andcongratulate himon his elevation. And on Sun- 
day the twenty fourth of lludjub of the six hundred and ninetieth of 
the Hidjerah,*in the presence of a general diet of the states of the em- 
pire, he publicly ascended with the usual solemnities, the throne of 
Hulaukii; some of tlie Ameirs submitting to his authority with unaf- 
fected zeal and cordiality, while others were constrained to acknow- 
ledge his power, with an exterior ofsatisfaction which but ill accorded 
with their private feelings. 

When some days had been devoted without interruption to the 
ordinary festivities of the occasion, Kc\ khautu did not fail to summons 
the disaffected Ameirs to answer for their conduct ; and Toghatchaur 
and Kenjekbaul in particular, were condemned to atone under the 
the bastinado, for their declared predilection in favor of another; after 
which they were exempted from.furthcr punishment, and received to 
pardon, through the mediation of some of the Moghul chiefs in the 
interest of the new sovereign. The presence of Keykhautu being soon 
afterwards required to quell some disturbances in Anatolia, he was 
compelled, on the fourth of the succeeding month of ll imzaun,f to 
make the best of his way to that province. 11 is secret enemies among 
the Ameirs, and the Shahzadahs his relatives, immediatelv took advantage 
of his absence to excite commotions against his government ; hut re- 
turning unexpectedly, and in triumph, into Azerbaijaun, in the latter 
Jummaudy of the six hundred and ninety first of the Hidjerah.J he 
ably vindicated his power, restored submission to his authoritv, and, 
with a moderation rarely exhibited by the victor, bestowed un >•. ■■ 
vanquished adversaries the most liberal proofs of kindness ai ■ . ■- 

gence. He now conferred the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or 
ant general of the empire on Aidr liouk i Bahauder ; and on ti.' 

'Ju!^ 21it, 1291. t Augiut 29tli, A.D. 1201. J May A. D. 129;\ 
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of Zilhuclje of the same year,* with the title of Sudclurjahaun, he con- A. H. C91-93; 
signed the oifice of Vezzeir, or minister of civil affairs, to Sudder-ud- A. D. 1292-9 4. 
dein Ahmed, the Zenjaunian. 

The testimony ofhistorians is uniform in bestowing upon Keykhau- 
tun, the character of the most liberal and munificent of the race of Hul- 
auku ; a disposition which he carried indeed to such excess, that in 
the course of a very limited period, he contrived to dissipate, among 
the Shahzadalis and Ameirs of his court, the whole of the treasures 
accumulated by his predecessors. A general enlargement of prisoners 
ill the earl V part of his reign, and his uniform attention to the repose and 
liappiness of his people, bespoke the mildness and philanthropy of his 
heart; and his repugnance to the effusion of human blood was so great, 
tliat the whole period of his authority did not furnish a single example 
of the punishment of death. With all these amiable qualities the Eyl- 
khaunian monarch was, nevertheless, so wretchedly enslaved to his 
sensual and irregular indulgences, and particularly to an inordinate 
passion for women, that, in order to gratify this latter, he seized with- 
out scruple, and with unblushing effrontery , on the wives and daugh- 
ters of the subjects of his power, from the highest Ameirto the meanest 
peasant, and of every tribe and complexion. But, these repeated vi- 
i.iatioiis of the most sacred rights of society terminated, as they justly 
should have doiie, in liis ultimate destruction. 

In the mean time, our attention Avill be devoted to the recital of 
some interesting particulars in tne administration of his ^ ezzeir, 
Kha'ujahSuddurjahaun Ahmed; who derived his original from a family 
which had long exercised the office of Ivauzy, at Zenjaun, and who 
commenced his career in the service of Toghatchaur Nuyan. Having 
succeeded to the prime ministry, through the sole preference of Keyk- 
hautu, he received from his sovereign every market distinction in his 
to bestow ; and 1 r a d 1 sposi t ion eq u ally bou n 1 1 i ul and liberal w 1 1 h 
bis own, could justify the choice, the monarch had no reason to regret 
the preference. But, very shortly after his accession to power, the 
Vezzeir proceeded to exclude the Ameirs of the empire from all inter- 
ference ill the councils of ■government, and without coininunicatiiig 
A\ ith them inanysbapc.tu r< culale athisoAvn entire discretionevery de- 

V ijvf.nilier i'iii, 1292, 
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A. H. 691-98. partment of the state. Hence a combination was formed among the 
A. D. 1292-94. principal inhabitants of Tebreiz to represent toKeykhautfi, the decay 
Jriabeib-us- and min into which his armies and military equipments had fallen 
through the blind presumption of the minister, who had arbitrarily un- 
dertaken, on his own private decisions, to dispose of the resources of 
the empire. Keykhautu did not hesitate to ascribe the remonstrance 
to an ignoble motive ofjealousy, and in this belief immediately issued a 
fresh decree, by which the entire authority of the monarchy, from the 
banks of the Oxus to the confines of Egypt, was vested without con- 
troul in the hands of Suddur-jahaun ; whom he further empowered to 
proceed against his accusers to any extremity that he miglit conceive 
commensurate with his injuries. Availing himself of these extraordi- 
nary powers the minister hastened to lay his adversaries in bonds ; but 
when they had in some degree atoned, by the indignities to which they 
were thus exposed, for tlieir malevolent attack, he took, at the expir- 
ation of a few days, compassion on their sufferings, and freely forgave 
them all. 

The boundless and indiscriminate liberality of the monarch, com- 
bined with a magnificence not less prodigal on the part of his minister, 
had soon exhausted the treasury, of every description of specie ; and a 
destructive disease among thecattle throughout the empire, producing 
at thesame time, additional demands on thebenevolence of KeykhautCi, 
the Vezzeir found himself at a loss for the means ofsupplying even the 
necessary expences of the imperial household. In these circumstan- 
• ces, a variety of plans were discussed in order to remove tlie diliicultv ; 

and amongothers, Ezz-ud-dein Muzulfer, an officer of the revenue, of 
great acuteness and ability in his department,* and who was possibly 
not over scrupulous about the means so that the ends w'ere accom- 
plished, proposed in the room of specie to introduce a paper excliange, 
similar to what had been long since established in China, and the terri- 
tories of the Kaauns, or Tartar sovereigns ; and thus, by substituting 
amediiim for theobjects of trade and commercial intercourse, ultimate- 
ly to transfer into the imperial treasury, the wholeof the gold and silver 
of the country, and without the sliglitest prejudice to the interests of 

* The epithet of Sherreir applied to him, conveys an ambiguous meaning, either acute 
oi profligate — shrew <i knave perhaps. 
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individuals, to create a most material additionoffStrength and vigor to the 
monarchy. A debt of five hundred tomauns,orfivemillions ofdinaurs,* 

of which the treasury presented no probable source of liquidation, and 
the daily exigencies of the government for which he must indispensably 
provide, urged the vezzeir to attend to the novel suggesstion of Muz utfer; 
and he accordingly proceeded, in conjunction with PullaudTchingsang, 
the minister of the court of China and Tartary, to communicate to his 
sovereign this alleged absurd, and impracticable plan. 

Keykhautu was easily led to concur in a measure which promised 
to supply such abundant resources for his prodigality ; and an edict 
was immediately issued, under his authority, from thence-forward 
strictly prohibiting throughout his dominions the use of the precious 
metals either as the medium of trade, or in any species of manufacture, 
further than was expressly required for the personal service of the 
inonarcli. Golilsiniths and embroiderers were proscribed their em- 
ployments; and as a substitution for specie, it w asdirected ihdtstamp^’^ 
or banking houses, should be forthwith established in every city and 
principal town, throughout the several provinces of Azerbayjaun, Ara* 
bian and Persian Irak, Diaurbekir, Khuzistaun, Farss, and Khorass- 
aun,comprisingtheextent of the Persian empire, at thisperiod. Agents 
were, at the same time, appointed to carry the decree into execution, 
in every district ; and it was furthermore ordained, that when they en- 
gaged on any expedition, voyage, or journey in trade, the governors of 
provinces, and all merchants should supply themselves, in lieu of cash, 
wuthTchao, orl)ank notes ; and, as an indemnity for their loss of em- 
ployment, as well as to prevent them from having recourse to their res- 
pective professions, it was finally announced that all goldsmiths, Ser- 
aufs, or money changers, and embroiderers, ormanutacturers in gold and 
silver, would be paid a certain annual stipend in notes, at the established 
banks. 

In consequence of thrs singular arrangement, a tchao-khaunah, or 
banking house, was immediately erected, at a considerable expence, in 
every principal town throughout the empire. Butin order to enable 
us to form some competent judgment on the subject, the author pro* 
*2,2yiGG(>l. 13s. 4(1. at the lowest computation. 
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ceeds to state that the Tchdo M^as an oblong square piece of paper, con- 
taining a short inscription in Khataian, or Chinese characters, and ex- 
hibiting on each side the Mahommedan confession of faith, asserting 
that there is no God but God, and that Mahommed is the messenger 
of God ! with the terms Eirentchei and Routchei, titles which seem 
to have been bestowed by the Kaans of Khatai, upon the Persian mon- 
archs. In the middle of the note was described a circle, within which 
was expressed the value, from one half to ten dirhems,* together with 
the declaration, that in the year six hundred and ninety three, his im- 
perial majesty had instituted that species of bank paper, for the cur. 
reiicy of his dominions ; which, on pain of the most serious punish- 
ments, to themselves, their wives, and their children, his liege subjects 
were thence-forward to make use of in all the transactions of life. 

The promulgation of this decree appears to have occasioned the most 
extensive alarm among alldescriptions of people, but more immediately 
iu the metropolisofTebreiz ; wdiere Its objects Avere carried into actual 
execution, inthemonth ofZilkaudahof the six hundred and ninety third 
of the llidjerah.* For two or three days, the shopkeepers and retail 
dealers endeavored through compulsion, tagive currency to these notes, 
in the ordinary transactions of the market. But at the expiration of 
that short period, many of the more opulent inhabitants, apprehensive 
of the serious injury which they were likely to sustain in their pro- 
perty, could no longer tolerate what they conceived to be so grievous 
an imposition, and fled the town ; while others, at the same time that 
through terror of the displeasure of government, they continued to 
keep open the clora'^s of their shops, nevertlieless carefully secreted 
every article of clothing and subsistance. The gcmeral and domestic 
inconvenience, which was tlie immediate result, produced the most 
violent agitation ; and thewholeremaining population of Tebreiz united, 
Avith loud clamours, tocomplainof the ol)noxious measure; and to exe- 
crate the autlior ok it, Ezz-ud-dein MuzulTer, Avho fell, according to 
some historians, an immediate sacrifice to the rage of the disorderly 
mullilnde. ThepassageoftheKaravauns from one province to another 
uoAV ceased, and every species of trade, and commercial intercourse was 
totally at an end. 

* from tv-o pence three fathings to four t^hillings aiul seven pence. 
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In such circumstances of alarm and cmbarassment, it is not strange 
that the vezzeir should have united with tlie Atneirs ofthe court, in 
representing to Kcykhaiitu that the bank-note system appeared fraught 
with ruin to his people, and extinction to the revenues of the state; 
and that if it were suffered to continue in force, but for a very few days 
longer, the result might prove most calamitous, if not fatal to his for- 
tune and government. Neither did it reqtiire any great exertion of rea- 
soning, to prevail upon the monarch to listen to this appeal ; and he 
consented without hesitation to rescind the decree, which seemed to 
threaten such inauspicious consequences. Those of the inhabitants 
who had abaiicloned the city immediately returned to their dwellings, 
and the country was soon restored to its former state of prosperity and 
aim ndance. 

The manner in which, in defiance of every principle of justice and 
decorum, Keykhautu dared to force to his licentious propensities the 
wives and daughters of every classof his subjects, and more pariicularly 
those of the Mahommedans, has already been intimated. It is therefore 
not surprising that, smarting under the recollection ofsuch gross and ac- 
cumulated injuries, tliey should at last have uni ted in aspirit of determin- 
ed hostility against his government, and should have looked with anxi- 
ous expectation, forthe dcvelo])ementof some favorable crisis to relieve 
themselves from the cruel insults, to which they were perpetually ex- 
posed. The intemperate excesses of the monarch did not keep them 
longiii suspense. One eveniiigat Alalitauk, forsome conceived offence 
in a fit of drunken ill humour, he directed Ayat Kuly, one of liis officers, 
to inflict several blows upon his kinsman, Daidu Oghul, the grandson of 
Ilulaiiku. Next morning, when he was recovered from the effects of 
his debauch, the monarch evinced the utmost regret for what had pas- 
sed ; and in order to make the most ample reparation in his power for 
the insult, he immediately assembled his whole court, and taking the 
diadem from hisown brows to place it on thoseof his offended kinsman, 
proceededin their presence to ofT; evervanology forhis conduct. The 
haughty Moghul, thoimh deeply incensed, conceived it however at 
that moment, unseasonable to exhibit anvsymptoms of dissatisfaction ; 
and he accordlnglv consented to pass the day in mirth and conviviality, 
as if ail were buried in oblivion. 
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A. H. 693 - 94 . The discontented Ameirs, who were privately on the watch for their 
A. D- 1294-95. opportunity, and no sooner discovered the secretdispleasurewhich was 
Habeib-us- brooding in the'mind of B^idu, than they obtained an interview with 
" ' * thatprince; and, on his promise toadvance from Baghdad in the courseof 
the ensuing year, they readily entered into an engagement to join his 
standard, against the tyrant by whom he had been insulted. The 
Shahzadahs, who were not associated in the conspiracy, had quitted the 
court, and retired to their estates in the provinces ; but in the middle 
of winter receiving intelligence of the designs in agitation, they trans- 
mitted to Keykhautun, without the smallest delay, a full disclosure of 
what they had learnt, together with the names of all concerned in the com- 
bination. Three of the leaders of the conspiracy were immediately 
seized and imprisoned, by Keykhautii ; but Toghatchaur Nuyan, the 
fermenting principleof the mischief, being unaccountably left at large, 
omitted not to avail himselfof the circumstance to dispatch an express 
to Baghdad, urging the immediate departure for Azerbaijan n, of Baidu, 
as he tendered his hopes of realizing their just expectations of success. 
In compliance with this request Baidu instantly put his troops in mo- 
tion for Persian Irak. 

Keykhautu, who was at this period at his residence in the district of 
Arran in the peninsula of the Kurr and Oras, hastened on intelligence 
of the hostile approach of his kinsman, to Tebrelz; from whence he dis- 
patched an advanced guard of five thousand men, under Ncinauk,or 
Teynauk, or some such name, to check the march of the insurgents. 
Aukbouka, and the traitor Toghatchaur, followed shortly afterwards 
with twotomauns, or divisions often thousand each ; andonthethird of 
the former Jummaudy, of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the 
Ilidjerah,* the monarch in person, at the head of the main body of the 
army, proceeded in the same direction. The advanced guard under 
Teynauk was soon engaged with thelight troopsof the enemy, although 
the issue is not explained ; hut when they had marched together in 
concert for two days, Toghatchaur, on the morning of the third, pro- 
ceeded with his division in advance, without advising with his. collegue ; 
although, when required to account for his behaviour, he asigned as 
his reason 5 the scarcity offorage and water. Whichforthe present allayed 

* March lOtb, 1295. 
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the suspicions that had been awakened againsthira. Continuing how- 
ever his separate inarch on the fourth day, Aukboiika became again 
Jealous of his intentions ; and in more peremptoryterms^seut to demand 
an explanation of his conduct, so diainetricallv at variance with the sys- 
tem of military arrangement established by their superiors. Togh- 
atchaur now boldly threw off the mask ; and announced in reply, that 
hitherto, indeed, as Ameir-ul-umra, or lieutenant-general of the em- 
pire underthe authority of Keykhautu, hisobedience was due to Auk- 
bouka ; but circumstances being now materially altered, by the trans- 
fer of that important charge to himself, under the more recent author- 
ity of Baidu Khaun, he must be excused if he considered himself no 
longer subject to the orders of any other person. Such a communi- 
cation was not calculated to diminish the apprehensions of Aukbuuka; 
and the troops of his division, like a torrent overflowing its banks, 
proceeding in crouds to join the standard of the revolter, he found it 
expedient, with the few who continued firm to their allegiance, to seek, 
the presence of his master^ 

hen apprised of the unfavorable train, into wliich his affairs had 
been thrown by this unexpected desertion, Keykhautu expressed a 
desire to withdraw, immediately into tlieconfines of the Anatolian pen- 
insula ; but, to someofliis courtiers, whose prudence and fidelity were 
j)erha})s equally questionable, such a step appeared inexpedient, and 
he was juevailed upon to proceed, on the contrary, towards Ebher, 
u little to the southward of Sultauniali. At such a crisis, /fovv.ukkel 
Nuvan, Vv ho had been but recently sent witli a-, uumerous body of 
troops, into Gnrjostaun, or Georgia, suddenly re-appeared ; and being 
j^nned bv the disaffected Ameirs, \vl]o had contrived to make their es- 
cape from imprisonment at Tebrei::, all together, spurred on by themost 
determined and inveterate hostility, pushed for the campof Keykhautu. 
The unfortunate monarch was soon afterwards seized, and delivered 
up into the hands of his rebellious nobility ; by whom, on 'fliurs- 
day the sixth of the latter Jummaudy,.of the six hundred and ninety 
fourth of the Ilidjerah^ he was finally put to death, when lie had ex- 
ercised the sovereign auliiority for the exact period of three years and 

"^Tvvciitv-iiist of April, 129a. 
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ninemonths. He left three sons, Ulafreng, Iransh^h, and Jungpullaud, 
neither of whom ever attained to the imperial power. 

Bajdu Khaun, thesonofTeraghai, sixth of the Persian monarchs 
of the race of Jcngueiz, 

The destiny of Keykhautu having been determined in the manner 
just recorded, by the swords ofa rebellious aristocracy, Toghatchaur, 
with most of the Ameirs of the empire, hastened without further de- 
lay to join the standard of Baidu ; whom, before the close of the month 
of Jumrnaudy, in the neighborhood of Hamadaun, they seated on the 
throne of Hulauku. The festivities incident to his inauguration being 
also at an end, the new sovereign proceeded to regulate the more im- 
portant concerns of the monarchy. To Toghatchaur, who had been 
so conspicuously instrumental to his elevation, he confirmed the dig- 
nity of Ameir-ul-umra, to which he further annexed the government of 
Diaurbekir, and Rum. Suddur Jahann was removed from the Viz- 
zaurut, wliich was bestowed upon Jummaul-ud-dein Dustjerdauny ; 
the superseded minister being nevertheless, appointed to preserve o"- 
derand tranquillity, in the provinces of Diaurbekir and Rum, as the 
lieutenant of Toghatchaur. The tomauns of Irak Ajem were consigned 
toTiilaudai,and Kenjek, or Kentchekba], was nominated to the super- 
intendance of Shubangaurah. Of the ministers of the late monarch, 
Aukbouka, and Tayiiju were both put to death ; others M-ere received 
to pardon, andin particular Ayat Kuly,the officer who, at the instanceof 
hismaster, hadstruck the prince at Alatauk ; and whom, in consequence 
of his bold ami manly reply, when taxed with an offence for which he 
was no further responsible, than as having without scruple, obeyed 
the commands of his then sovereign, the new monarch Very honorably 
enrolled in the establishment more immediately attached to hisperson. 

Baidu was, however, scarcely well seated on his throne, when he dis- 
covered that he was to combat for it, with a more formidable rival, in 
the person ofShahzudah Ghazan, the son of Arghun Ivhaun, who ac- 
companied by AmeirNorouzGhauzzy, soon afterwards entered zVzer- 
baijdun ; to whose fortune he was constrained to yield, and ultimately, 
brim-tull to swallow to the dregs, the bitter draught so recently ad- 
ministered to ihe unhanio ive^knautu. The reign of Baidu did not 
extend beyond the short period of five months ; but the circumstances 
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©f his fall will be more particularly detailed under the history of his A. H. 60 i. 
victorious competitor, which next demands our attention. A. D. 1295. 

Sultan Mahmud, or sometimes IMahommed Ghazan Khaun, Habeibu»- 
the son of Arghun Khaun, seventh of the Persian monarchsoftherace 
of Jengueiz. 

From the singular complacency with which the Mussulman writers 
appear to dwell upon his memory, we are induced to recur, with our 
author, to the earliest events of the life of this prince. 

FI is birth is stated to have takea place at Sultandovvein in tlie de- 
pendency of Asterabad, and province of ISIazanderaun, on Friday the 
twenty ninth of the latter Rebbeia, of the six hundred and seventieth 
of the Iltdjerah.^ The particular year is indeed omitted in the ma- jengiu2ian5. 
nuscript ; but as he is represented to have been in the tenth year of 
his age, at the death of his grandfather Abaka, we have ventured to 
supply the omission. 

On the death of i^baka, at whose court he had received his education 
from the age of three years, he hastened to join his father, Arghuu 
Khaun ; on whose subsequent triumph over Sultan Ahmed, and ele- 
vation to the sovereign dignity, in the six hundred and eighty third of 
the Hidjerah, he was invested with the government of Kliorassaun. 

And in that province, some years afterwards, it fell to the lot of the 
young prince to contend against the valour and experience oi\ 1 lj?ie?r 
JVoroic:, the inveterate foe of infulels in general, and of the Moghuls iu 
particular. Tliis warlike cliieftaiii was the sou of Arghun Aga, who, 
under diderent monarclis of the race of Jengueiz, liad exercised the 
functions of government, in some or other of the provinces of the 
Persian empire, for a period of nine and thirty years. AmeirNorouz 
had early embraced the tenets of Isslam, and, on all occasions, had 
evinced the most ardent zeal in its interests, and advancement. In 
Zilhudje {)fthe six hundred and eiglity seventh of the Hidjerah. -f soon 
after Argliun Khaun had found it expedient to make an example of 
Ills minister Bouka Tchingsang, Norouz, who was connected by the 
strongest ties of friendship with that minister, withdrev; in discontent 
to his winter (juarlers at Derrahjerd ; and there entered into a conspir- 
acy with the Shahzadah Kenshour, his sister’s husband, and some of 
* P^cciiiber ’Jrdj A. D. 1271. iJiinuiuA, 
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the Ameirs of Khorassaun, against the provincial government of Gh^- 
zan Khaiin. On the eighth of the former Rebbcia of the year six hun- 
dred and eighty eight,* he unexpectedly surrounded that prince in 
his camp at Kesliefrud ; but by some chance or other, suffered him to 
escape into his native province of Mazanderaun. On his arrival in that 
country, Ghazan immediately seized the person of his brother llulauju, 
in whose support Norouz had declared himself to have taken arms, 
and sent him in safe custody to his father’s presence; after which, hav- 
ing re-assembled his scattered troops, he returned to make head against 
the insurgents. On the, fifteenth of the latter Ilebbeia,‘|‘ in the terri- 
tory of Raudcgaun, a battle ensued between the adverse parties, in 
which Norouz was signally victorious; acquiring atthesame time an 
immense booty, and exalting the fame of his exploits to the highest 
pitch of glory. 

lor part ot the ensuing winter,* Shahzadah Glrazan remained inac- 
tive at Kalbous, another dependency ofAsterabad ; but after a repose of 
fortydays, during which he had been joined by a powerful reinforcement 
dispatched to his aid by bis father, under Baidu, and Touzein Nuvan, 
he marched without further delay, to try the issue of another conflict 
with Norouz. The latter advanced to meet him from the side of Rau- 
degaun ; but discovering, on his arrival at Jermoghaun, that his force 
was inadequate to the hazard of a contest with the Shahzadah, with any 
reasonable prosyiect of success, he took the sudden resolution of retir- 
ing across the .Teyln'm, into western Tartary. He was pursued to the 
gates of Herat, by Ghazan Ivhaun; who returned however, after con- 
tinuing some time on the plains of Hazaurjereib, with a considerable 
booty, to pass the remainder of the winter at Neyshapur. Tlie spring 
of six hundred and eighty uine,§ the young prince enjoved among the 
delicious meads of Raudegaun ; aiidin the succeeding summer, he re- 
moved to Torim (bordering on the Kohestaun), from whence he dis- 
missed Baidu Oghiil, with the greater part of the reinforcements from 
Irakand Azerluiijaun. Towards the close of the summer, he proceeded 
to a station in the neighborhood of Serkhess, called Shersebeil, and 
there encamped. 

t May Glh, 1289. 

§ A. D. 1290. 
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While he remained in his encampment at this place, reports wete A. H. 694. 
continually conveyed to him of the hostile designs of Keychi Khaun ; A. D. 129 >. 
whom, on his retreat into Turkestaun, Norouz Beg had never ceased 

scvr 

to importune with representations of the facility, with w'hich he miglit ^ 
achieve the conquest of Khorassaun. His solicitations at last pre- 
vailed; and that monarch confiding the execution of the design to his 
son inlaw, Arektemur, the latter, some time in the 690th of the Hid- 
jerah, crossed the Amuyah, or lower Oxus, accompanied by Nor- 
ouz, at the head of thirty thousand veteran cavalry. Shahzadah 
Gliazan and the Ameirs under his orders, conceived that this was a 
force against which they were not possessed of the means of resistance; 
and they accordingly evacuated the province, retreating wdth their 
inmost celerity all the way to Semnaun, on the borders of Persian 
Irak and iMazanderaun. Having pursued them as far as Jour, the 
troops of Arektemur and Norouz extended their raveges through great 
part of Khorassaun, acquitting themselves, with sufficient activity 
and clTcct, in the cruel work of pillage and slaughter. But, in every 
district through wdiich they passed in their return, the oppressed in- 
habitants, whenever it could be undertaken with advantage, by night 
and bv day, failed not to harrass their invaders with incessant attacks ; 
so that by the time they reached Baudgheiss, they discovered that 
they had lost, in a manner for which they could not account, very 
little short of five thousand horse. Such a circumstance awakened 
some suspicious in the mind of Arektemur ; and he gave a proof of the 
direction in which they tended, by condemning his auxiliary Norouz 
to the discipline of the cane, or perhaps of the bastinado. 

In the mean time, intelligence was announced of the death of Arghuu 
Khaun, and of the accession of Keykhautu ; events which were made 
known to Ghazan during his abode at Semnaun. Whence, after exhi- 
biting the usual proofs of sorrow on the demise of his father, the young 
prince proceeded at first towards Damavvend, possibly Damaghaun, retir- 
ing ultimately toSultandovvein,the place ofhis nativity. At that place, 
he was not long afterwards joined by the Shahzadah Ambartchei, with 
the Ameirs Touldai, or Tiiladiii, and Kenjekbaul, dispatched by Key- 
khautu, at the head of a chosen detachment of troops to his support. 
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Thus secured against the attempts ofthe enemy, Ghazan continued 
in a state of inactivity at Sultandowein, until the spring of the six 
hundred and ninety second ofthe Hidjerah,* when he announced hhs 
intention of visiting Tebreiz ; in order as he alleged, to bring the state 

of Khorassaun, under the more serious consideration ofKeykhautu. But 

the presence of his nephew being deemed by that monarch, a circum- 
stance likely to affect the tranquillity of his government, he employed 
some of his nobles to dissuade the Shahzadahfrom his design ; and to pre- 
vail upon him to take the opposite direction, that of the province in 
which he was so deeply concerned. (ihazan remained however in 
Mazandcraun, in which province lie now continued until the close of 
six hundred and ninety three. f Then it was that he transferred his 
quarters to Neyshapur, where he finally came to- an accommotlation 
with his late formidable adversary AmeirNorouz. 

It would appear that having accompanied Arektemur to the banks 
ofthe Aniuiah, on his return from tlie predatory expedition into Khor- 
assaun, and having already experienced some proof of the treatment 
to which he might be in future further exposed, Ameir Norouz availed 
himself of the earliest opportunity to separate from the Tcheghatuians ; 
and very shortly afterwards, at the suggestion of his wife, that he di.s_ 
patched two of his followers to solicit, or propose a reconciliation with 
Shahzadah Ghazan. The prince met the overture with unfeigned sa- 
tisfaction ; immediately concluding that the friendship of this able and 
warlike chieftain must essentially contribute to promote the advance- 
ment of his owm fortune, and of those views which be probably had 
already in contemplation. A treaty was arranged betw'een the par- 
ties without much difficulty ; and although it was in the depth of win- 
ter, Ghazan proceeded without delay, through Serkhess and .Meru, to 
Shabreghaun ; in the neighborhood of which place, he came to a con- 
ferencewith ISorouz,at which it was reciprocally agreed to buryall past 
•animosities in oblivion, and to cultivate for the future, the most sincere 
and lasting friendship. The Shahzadah bestowed the most liberal 
proofs of his esteem and kindness, upon his new ally, accompanied by 
whom he, shorliy after this, set off on his return for Sultandowein. 


* A. D. 1203. t Sertember, A. D. 1294. 
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While he was on his march to Sultandowein on this occasion, at A. H. co t. 
the commencement of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- P- V29^. 
jorah,* repeated adviccwS were communicated toGhazan, ofthe death of tiabeib-us- 
Keykhautu, and of the elevation of Baidu Ogliul, or Oghlu, as already 
related ; events which were calculated to agitate his mind in no ordi- 
nary degree. Accordinglyon his arrival at Sultandowein, he proceeded 
to deliberate with his othcers, on the measures which he should pur- 
sue, in order to vindicate his own claim to the throne of his ancestors, 
and to subvert the power ofthe usurper. Having expressed his con- 
fidence that the period was not remote, at which they should see the 
prince of their selection elevated to the splendor of a throne, and the 
power of the usurper with his conglomerated xAmeirs, dispelled with 
the clouds that obscure the views of infidelity, Norouz embraced liis 
opportunity to intimate to his associates, that there was one step which, 
beyond ail others, would promote and facilitate the object of their 
amhition — Tliis was, that the Shahzadah should engage, at a proper 
period, to profess his belief in the doctrines of the last of the prophets. 

A proposal to which Ghazan apjlears to have subscribed, without hes- 
itation ; ami lie soon afterwards ooinmeaced his march for Azerbaijaun. 

On h is arrival at Tehraun, or Tdiroon^ then a dependency of the an- 
cient city of Iley, the Shahzadah, at the instance of Norouz, who was 
now become liis principaladviser, disp itched a deputation to the court 
of Baidu, with a message importing, that as it was the first instance in 
which the Kdraja noiulity had presumed to offer violence to the il- 
lustrious blood of Jengueiz, he trusted tliat the in ividuals engaged in 
the death of Keykhautu, would be convex d to his camp without delay; 
in order that, after a solemn and impartial investigation, those chiefs 
who should be found guiltv of having betrayed their unhappy sover- 
eign, might SLitfer the punishment due to their crimes. The deputies 
of Ghazan Khaun found the court oi Baidu, at Hushtrud, near Mer- 
aughah; and when they had explained the object of their visit, the 
monarch did not pretend to deny that for certain reasons, which it were 
superfluous to detail, Keykhautu had suffered death ; but, as the mem- 
bers ofthe imperial family, and ilv Ameirs of the empire hid since 
united to acknovvledge the aurporit v o another sovereign, in iumsclf, it 

* L^econibor, OiDl* 
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appeared advisable that the Shahzadah should retrace his steps towards 
Khorassaiin, without exposing himself to any further inconvenience. 
Ghazan Khaim received this reply at Kunguraulung, (the future SuU 
tauniah) and hastened without lurtlier delay towards Hushtrud~ — the 
eight rivers. 

Baidu on the other hand, on intelligence of the approach of his adver- 
sary, advanced with equal resolution to meet him ; and on Thursday 
the filth of Rudjub of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the Hid- 
jerah,*in the neighborhood of Korbansheirah, and on the banks of the 
river which runs by the village of Slieirgueiran, the hostile armies 
came in view of each other. Before, however, the martial instruments 
Imd yet sounded “ to battle,’’ the left wing of Baidu, under Towukkel 
Nuyan and another chief, being assailed by Ameir Kutlug Shah, with 
part of the right wing of Ghazan Khaun, Towukkel basely fled, and 
abandoned his collegue ; who was killed on the spot with nearly two 
hundred of his bravest cavalry. This circumstance produced a strong 
suspicion of treachery in the mind of Baidu, and he immediately sus. 
pended hostilities ; dispatching his A khtatchei, grand equerry, or mas- 
ter of the horse, to propose an accommodation to the Shahzatlah ; re- 
minding him at the same time of the ties of friendship that formerly 
subsisted between them, and assuring him that he felt not the slightest 
repugnance to his possessing his full proportion of wealth and grandeur. 

The Shahzadah appeared equally disposed to compromise the un- 
fortunate difierenccs that had arisen to disturb the empire ; and it was 
immediately arranged that the two princes should have a private con- 
ference,atwhich, withoutthe intervention of any third person whatever, 
they might freely disclose to each other their respective views ami 
sentiments. On the day following, Baidu Khaun and Shahzadah Glui- 
zan, each accompanied by a slight escort, accordingly proceeded to 
the place of conference, at some distance from either army ; and there 
emliracing, with mutual profesions,of respect and esteem, the Shahza- 
dah declared witliout reserve, that his wishes extended to no other ob- 
ject, than to that of being put in possession of the governments of Farss, 
Kennaun, and Irak, on the same terms as tliey tad been formerlv 
held by his father. To this arrangement Baidu appeared to accede. 

* yineteeuth of Mur, 1295, 
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* with cheerfulnessandsincerity ; andhavingagreecl tomeet asecondtime 
theday following, in order to ratify the accommodation, at a magnificent 
entertainment, the princes separated, again expressing their mutua^ 
regard and satisfaction. Baidu and his Ameirs were, nevertheless, at 
the same moment, digesting a plan to cut offthe Shahzadah during the 
conviviality of the intended repast : which, from some indications or 
other, fortunately did not escape the observation of the young prince, 
and he took his measures accordingly. That very night, the tenth of 
lludjub,* leaving Ameir Norouz and Boukitemur to receive the pa- 
tent for the ^governments to which he laid claim, and further to ascer- 
tain the views of the hostile Ameirs, he privately withdrew himself 
towards Mazanderaun. 

When lie considered his person secure from danger, he dispatched 
Arek or Arkitemiir, one of his principal officers, however, to explain 
to Baidu Khaiin the reasons of his sudden departure, and to assure 
him, that with respect to himself he could not harbour tlie sligntest 
suspicion of evif; but, that discovering in the demeanor of his courtiers 
certain symptoms, which too clearly indicated a design to counteract 
the views of theirsnperiors, he had Ibund it expedient, without appriz- 
ing him of his intentions, to remove to a place of safety. He conccivedr 
notwithstanding, that the engagements contracted between tliem were 
of a nature not to be violated, and that it behoved him without demur 
to transmit by Xorouz Beg, whom he had left behind him for the pur- 
pose, the necessary letters patent investing him with the governments 
enjoyed by his father ; thus guarding against the mutual inconvenience 
vrhich must be the issue of an infraction of the treaty on either side, 
Baidu continued to conduct himself with an ap[)earancc of moderation, 
and immediately gave orders that Jummaul-ud-dein, the lieutenant 
of Farss, should deliver over that province to the agents of Gliazaii 
Khaun. But \vhile he sti!l enrleavored to temjiorize, and procrastinate 
with Norouz, that able chieftain availed liiinseh’of the opportunity to 
brin^ ovcrTo^liatcln.iiir, to form with him a secret engagement to sub- 

I c 

vert the authority of Baidu, and to establish that of the Shahzadah. 
Tills ])oint successfully arranged, Norouz presented himself one day 
to Biiidc, and, with a duplicity not unsuitable to liis character, very 
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deliberately swore to him, that if the monarch would permit him t« 
depart bis camp without further delay, he would engage to deliver 
Gh^zan, bound hand and foot, into the custody of his officers. Bciidii 
inconsiderately fell into the snare; and on the fifteenth of Rudjub,* 
both Norouz and Boukitemur received permission to return to their 
master; whom on the tw'enty seventh of the same month, they joined 
in perfect security at Feyrouzkoh. All that had passed in their con- 
ferences with his uncle was punctually reported to the nephew ; and 
to his infinite mortification, Baidu was soon afterwards apprized in a 
dispatch fromNorouz himself, that he had been completely out-witted. 

On the fourth of the month of Shabaun,J in performance of his en- 
gagement with Ameir Norouz, and in the presence of a certain eminent 
doctor of the name of Shaikh Sudder-ud-deinibrauhi in, Ghazan Khaun 
proceeded to make his public profession of Isslam ; and not much less 
than one hundred thousand of his nation are represented tohavefolloweil 
his example, on the same day. 

Shortly after this, the agent who had been dispatclred on his part, to 
receive the investiture of the government of Shirauz, returned to in- 
form the Shahzadah, that the lieutenant of Farss had refused both to 
resign his trust, and to pay any attention to the orders conveyed to him. 
This rekindling his resentment with no slight degree of violence, Gha- 
zan gave immediate orders to prepare afresh, for an expedition into 
Azerbaijaun. In the mean time, Sudder Jahaun Ahmed the Zenjaun- 
ian, who had been nominated as already seen, to take charge of the 
affairs of the province of Rum, suddenly quitted the road to that pro- 
vince; and striking through Guilan, on the seventh of the month of 
Shavaul.J succeeded in joining thearmy of the Shahzadah, still at Fey- 
rouzkoh. -He \vas received with distinguished favor; and at his ear- 
liest opportunity, having previously stipulated with the prince, that he 
should on his part, when he had triumphed over his adversaries, engage 
to the utmost of his power, to confirm and stabilitate the interests of 
the true faith, to restore the charitable endowments instituted by the 
monarchs of former times, and to relinquish the property of those who 
should fall in battle, to such as possessed the claims of legitimate in- 
heritance, pledged himselfto conduct Norouz, by a way through Gui- 
• May 29d), 1395. t J«ue I3lh. t June 17th, § August 18tli. 
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Ian, tliat should render him absolute master of the destiny ofBaldii. a. H. 691. 
To these several stipulations, the Shahzadah subscribed without the A. D. 1295, 
smallest reserve; and on Friday the fifteenth ofShavaul ofthe six bun- Habeib-us- 
dred and ninety fourth of the Hidjerah,* finally advanced on the direct 
route towards Azerbaijaun. While Ameir Norouz proceeded the same 
time, by forced marches, and through extraordinary difficulties of coun- 
try through Guilan, by a road which brought him, by midnight of a 
certain date, to a station from whence, in two days journey he could 
reach the camp of Baidu. From this station he conveyed intelligence 
of his approach to Toghatchaur. and the other chiefs engaged in the 
conspiracy; who were no sooner apprized of his arrival, than, like his 
better fortune, they abandoned the standard of their sovereign, and 
hastened to join that of Norouz. 

The defection of these chiefs determined Baidu, on the fifteenth of 
the month of Zilkaudah,"!" to break up the camp which he had formed 
on the Seffeidrud, or white river; and to retire with considerable pre- 
cipitation, by the route of Oujaun and Marend, towards Georgia; 
while Norouz, after dispatchingtoannouncetheeventto the Shahzadah, 
hastened with his utmost celerity in pursuit ofthe fugitive. On the 
confiuesof Neklitchuauii, the unfortunate monarch was overtaken and 
secured, by the advanced guard of Norouz’s division, and he was con- 
veyed without delay to tha.t general at Tebreiz. From thence he was 
further dispatched towards Oujaun, by this time the liead quarters of 
GhazanKhaun. Thisdetenuined hisdestiny. llisinaster of the horse 
was now employed by the Shahzadah, to meet and destroy his unfor- 
tunate relative ; whose existence was accordingly put a period to, on 
Wednesday the twenty third ofZilkaudali, ofthe six hundred and ninety 
fourth of tlie Hidjerah.+ 

The power of Baidu becoming thus finally extinct, through the as- 
cendancy of Shahzadah Ghazan’s better star, and the ardent zeal of 
Ameir Norouz, the victor prince on the twenty ninth day of Zilhudje, 
the last of the 69 tth ofthe IIidjerah,§ publicly seated himself on the 
throne of Ilulauku. On the same day he issued a mandate, requiring 
every Moghul subject to his authority, to abjure, on pain of death, 
the errors of infidelity and idolatry, and to make immediate and public 

• August 2e'th. f September 2 Itli, J October 2n(]. § Noreiuber Cth, A. D. 1200, 
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profes.^ion uf Is^lan ; furtlier signifying his pleasure that the dis- 
ciples of the book, or advocates of divine revelation, adverting to the 
diiicrent sects of jews and Christians, already tributary to his exche- 
quer, should on no pretence be persecuted with exactions or impositions, 
beyond what was expressly authorized by the strict letter of the law. 

Here tlien properly commences the reign of Ghaz ax Khaun. To 
lein^e, however, nothing unperformed, that could in any shape contri- 
bute to secure the stability of his power, he proceeded shortly after- 
wards, to Karabaugh of Aran, in the peninsula of the Kurr and Aboras ; 
where, in conformity with the practice of his predecessors, having 
summoned a Kuriltai, or grand convention ot the Aineirs ol the empire, 
He received on his throne, a written pledge of fealty and allegiance, 
from the princes of his blood, and from the udiole of the Khauns and 
Nuyans there assembled ; closing the ceremony witli a sumi)tuous 
entertainment, splendid in proportion to the exalted rank of the donor. 

Among other circumstances, with which the new monarcli conceived 
it of importance to riisluiguish the commencementof liisreigiq he caus- 
ed the AUum^^hau^ or imperial seal of state, to be altered from a f[uu(l- 
raiigular, to an oval shape, considered the most auspicious, as it is 
the most elegant of all forms; and on this, lie at the same time di- 
rected to he engraved, the confession of faith, La-iliauh,&c. Hefurther 
ordered that all letters and state papers should, for the future, invari- 
ably open with the sentence, B' isnul'Janh-urraihnian-KrnthLun — in 
the name of God the most merciful, most beneficent : and he fiuaily 
made it known to all under his authority, that every decree, pension, 
or grant, formerly enacted or established in favor of the disciples of the 
Koran, should be held, to all intents and purposes, in undiininished 
force. The dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, vvitii the superintendance of 
his armies, heconferretl upon Norouz,and the Vizzaurut, or civil ad- 
ministration, was assigned to the veteran statesman, Su idur-jahaun. 

In the first year of the reign of Ghazaa Khaun, intelligence from 
Khorassaun -announced that a powerful army from western Turkestaun 
bad crossedtheOxus, under Oujai the son of ljeraiik,or lierrac Khaun; 
whom the military chiefs of the province declared their inability to re- 
sist, unless tlieir anxious expectationsof powerlui support were speed- 
ily luiaiied. Conceiving that this aggression couiol be ettectually 



613 


repelled by no other arm than that ot* the experienced and warlike No- 
rouz, Ghazan Khaun immediately dispatched that able chiet', at the 
liead of a numerous force, to relieve tlie province from the outrages of 
invasion. Tiie Tehcghatayan Tartars, on information of the approach 
of Norouz, put themselves in immediate retreat; l)eing dreadfully har- 
rassed, and ultimately driven across the Amuyah with infinite loss and 
disgrace, by that general. Norouz then returned in triumph to the 
presence of his sovereign, who accumulated upon him fresh houorsand 
rewards. On the other hand, Suddur Jahaun, who fell under some 
suspicion of embezzlement in the revenue, was about the same period 
degraded from the Vizzaurut, and his office transferred to Jummaul- 
ud-dein Dustjerdaiiny. 

A powerful party among the Moghul Shahzudahs and Ameirs, who 
continued secretly hostile to the recent re-cxaltation of the influence 
of Isslam, was forming in the mean time against Norouz, whose des- 
truction they solemnly engaged to produce, by exciting against him tlie 
indignation of his sovereign ; and tluis once more to convert the sacred 
edifices, devoted co the pure litesof Mahomniedan worship, into tlie 
temples of cliristian superstition, and the unhallowed dens of a more 
dotesttible idolatry. But, beiore their plans could be brought to ma- 
turity, the safety of the empire again required, ni Kliorassaun, the ser- 
vices of Norouz ; two of the Ameirs who had conspired to destroy him, 
being unsuspectingly orderedby Ghazan Khaun, toaccompanyhim into 
that province. It was therefore now determined among the conspira- 
tors, instead of looking forward to a contingency which might never 
occur, that their two associates who were proceeding with Norouz, 
should, at a certain fixed period, on reaching the borders of Ivhoras- 
saun, put tluit chieftain to death ; while two of their accomplices, Aus- 
teymur, and Arslan, should in Azeibaijaun put a period to the exis- 
tence of Ghazan. Before they arrived in Khorassaun, however, Beis- 
souka, and Boulai, the two chiefs who attended Norouz, in the ex- 
pectation that ho would gladly associate in their design, conceived it 
expedient by a confidential messenger, to communicate what was in 
agitation, to Shabziidah Taghtchu. The Shahzadah affected to concur; 
but privately dispatched to acquaint Norouz witii all that had beers 
discovered to him. of the plot laid for his destruction. 
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Thus seasonably apprized of his danger, Norouz, on the night ap- 
pointed for the execution of the design, secretly withdrew from his 
camp; placing the whole of his troops at a convenient distance, in am- 
buscade. Hence, when at midnight, Beissouka andBoulai, armed and 
accoutred at all points, entered the camp of Norouz, and found it thus 
entirely and unaccountably abandoned, their suspicions were immedi- 
ately alarmed; and they addressed themselves without delay to escape 
by flight. In this they were also frustrated ; for the veteran Ameir, sud- 
denly rushing from his ambush, entirely intercepted their retreat, and 
they were with the whole of their followers, eithercut to pieces or taken 
prisoners. Boului and Beissouka, or Souka, as he is indifferently de- 
nominated, who had fallen alive into the hands of their exasperated 
collegue, were both put to death the following day ; while dispatches 
were transmitted without lossof tiraeto communicate toGhazan Khaua 
the objects of the conspiracy. 

Conceiving that the design against Norouz was in the course of ex- 
ecution in Khorassann, Austeymur and Arslan, with a formidable body 
of insurgents whom they had raised in Azerbaijaun, were proceeding 
to attack the person of Ghazan Khaun ; while that prince, already aware 
of their o}.)ject, with equal eagerness and resolution advanced to oppose 
them. In the neighborhood of Beylekaun, at no great distance from 
the banks of the Aboras, he gave them battle ; and Austeymur, with 
some of the bravest of the insurgents having fallen in the action, the 
remainder betook themselves to flight. They were, however, closely 
pursued, and for the greater part overtaken at different stages, and ul- 
timately put to death ; not less than five princes of the blood of Jen- 
gueiz, and seven and thirty Ameirs of the most distinguished order, per- 
ishing by thesword of the executioner, within the period of one month. 
Theseeventswere followedby extraordinary rejoicingsamongall classes 
of Mahommedans ; it being generally understood that if the authors 
of the insurrection had been triumphant, Isslam would have been again 
exposed to the most serious evils. 

In the early part of Mohurrim* of the six hundred and ninety sixth 
of the Hidjerah, having been but a short time before reprieved, almost, 
from under the axe of the executioner, throuejh the timelv interven- 
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tion of llerkedauk Nuyan, Suddur JahaUn was once more restored to 
the Vizzaurut, on the disgrace and death of Jummaul-ud-dein. But, as 
this ministerhad some reason to conceive that Ameir Norouz had been, 
oneway or other, chiefly instrumental to his recent supersession, he 
determined to make it the object of his unceasing study, to bringabout 
the humiliation of that distinguished commander. In the spring of 
the year,* while Ghazan kept his court at Hamadaun, he accordingly 
availed himself of the opportunity, to fix upon Norouz, the suspicion 
that he was carrying on a traitorous correspondence with the Sultan of 
Egypt, for the express purpose of destroying his own sovereign. In 
order to support the foul charge with adequate proof, he proceeded to 
forge some letters, as having passed between Norouz and theEgyptian 
prince ; and during the conviviality' of an entertainment, contrived to 
convey them into some part of the dress of a person of the name of 
Kayssar who occasionally travelled between Persia and Egypt, and of 
lladjy Beg, the brother of Norouz. The charge against his general 
was now brought to the notice of Ghazan Khaun, in so determined a 
shape, that it could notprudently' be withheld from investigation; and 
Kayssar, and lladjy Beg being summoned to the presence of the mon- 
arch, the alleged correspondence was immediately discovered, where 
it hadbeen perfidiously' disposed of, upon their persons. The Egyptian 
traveller was beaten to death with clubs, upon the spot ; and lladjy Beg, 
together with all the family of Norouz, whose residence in Irak had 
placed them within the reach of their enemies, were all condemned to 
perish by various methods of execution. The Ameirs llountai and 
llerkedauk Nuyan, with two toraauns, or divisions of ten thousand 
each, were at the same time, ordered to march immediately into Khor- 
assaun; with instructions not to return, until they had accomplished 
thedestruction of Norouz. A further division of the army under Ameir 
Kutluk Shah proceeded in the same direction, shortly afterwards, to 
secure the attainment of this object. 

Intelligence of these severe and fatal examples of his master’s ven- 
geance, was communicated to Norouz at Neyshapur; where he pro- 
ceeded to consult with his principal followers, as to the measures 
which, under such alarming circumstances of danger, it would be adm 
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visable to pursue ; declaring, at the same time, his own opinion in favor 
of retiring to Herat, to demand the protection of Melek Fakher-ud- 
dein Guerret, orKirret, the independent prince of that place, who was 
married to his niece, and on whose good faith and honor, he had other 
reasons for reposing his utmost confidence. Others, alleged on this 
occasion to have reasoned with greater prudence, observed that the Mo- 
ghuls’ surest bulwark was to be found in the unlimited range of the 
plains ; and that it behoved their general to beware of cooping himself 
up within the walls of Herat, or of placing too great a reliance on the 
doubtful attachment of its prince. Norouz adhered, however, to his 
own judgment ; and the greater part of his Ameirs, finding their coun- 
sels disregarded, with the whole of their followers, shortly afterwards 
abandoned him to his destiny. With four luindred men, whocontinued 
still resolved to abide the issue of his fate, Norouz now hastened to 
Herat, where he was received with every testimony of satisfaction by 
McIek Fakher-ud-dein ; who lodged him and his followers, for their 
greater convenience and security, in the castle of Ekhtiaur-ud-deiii" 
Afewday^ afterwards, Araeir Kutliik Shah with his army encamped 
under the walls of Herat ; and immediately commenced the most vi- 
gorous operations for the reduction of the place. 

Rclyingon the strength of the works, and on the numbers and bra- 
very of the Ghourian garrison, by which they were defended, Ameir 
Norouz, one day in private conversation with the associates of his des- 
tiny, could not forbear congratulating bimsclfon the felicitv with 
which he liad chosen an as\ lum ; and ex[)ressing his assured conviction, 
that all the efforts of Kutluk Shah to make himself master of it, must 
terminate in disgrace and defeat. To this, one of his friends ventured 
to remark in reply, that for his own part his apprehensions did not in 
truth, proceed somuch from theeffortsof KutlukShah without, as from 
the dubious fulelityof the Ghouriaiis \vithin the walls. He was there- 
fore of opinion, that tlie person of Melek Fakher-ud-dein should be 
immediately secured, and committed to safe custody ; that AmeirNor- 
ouz should himself witiiout delay undertake the defeuco of the city : 
and that when he should have relieved himseif from external danger, 
by compelling bis adversaries to withdraw from the siege, it would 
be still in his pou er to make amends i’or this act of temporary violence. 
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by restoring his relative to authority. With a magnanimity worthy of a 
better fate, x\meir Norouz renounced without hesitation, a plan by 
which he should incur so foul a charge of ingratitude, and breach of 
hospitality. Tlie conversation was, however, unfortunately overheard 
by a Seiestaunian chief, who listened without the pavilion, and who 
instantly communicated the subject of it to Melek Fakher-ud-dein ; 
and a resolution was adopted by that chief, on the advice of his ameirs, 
to secure the person of Norouz without delay, and to deliver him up 
to the merev of his enemies. 

Such a resolution taken, Melek Fakher-ud-dein repaired to the re- 
sidcnceof Norouz ; and with an ap[)arent solicitude for his safety, pro- 
posed that he should detach his best and most faithful soldiers to de- 
fend the principal gates of the town ; on the pretext, that in a garrison 
composed of so many different nations, some conspiracy might even- 
tually be formed to betray them to the besiegers. Ascribing the pro- 
posal to the most friendly motives, and without the slightest suspicion 
of its perfidious tendency, Norouz immediately sent off the whole of 
his followers, a very few only excepted, to the different gates ; and was 
thus left to the protection of not more than three or four attendants. 
In such a situation, Fakher-ud-dein employed four of his captains, 
with adivi<iou of Ghourians, to seize his unsuspecting guest. 

Norouz happened at the moment to be on the ramparts of the cita- 
del, amusing himself with his bow and arrows ; which as opportunitv' 
offered, and they exposed themselves to his view, he discharged at the 
besiegers. .1 ust as he was stooping down, to rectify some defect in his 
bowstring, the Ghourians suddenly ma le their appearance, each bear- 
ing in his liand the door of an apartment, taken off the hinges; on 
whicli the gallant chief demanded, without however exhibiting any 
concern, the object of this visit. Taiij-ud-dein Ychluz, one of the cap- 
tains replied, that they were seat by Fakher-ud-dein, witli the mater- 
ials which he saw in their hands, to construct a breast work, in order 
to protect him from the darts and other missiles of the enemy. Norouz 
obspi yed, that it was all very well, and again applied himself to the 
re-adjustment of his bow. Yelduz then advanced and struck him an 
unexpected blow on the temple with his macc ; while the Ghouri ms 
under his command ruslnjd on, and succeeded iu securing the uufor- 
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tunntc Amoir without further clifiiculty. lie wnb nov^ conctuctocl, with 
his hands bound, and a bruised and battered visage, to tlie presence of 
iMclek Fakher-ud-dein, who was just approaching the gate of the ci- 
tadel, at the head of two hundred horse. 

The catastrephe may be easily foreseen. The unhappy Noroiiz, with 
his followers, was conveyed straight to the camp of Kutluk Shah ; who, 
in the usual course of summary justice, with his own huud instantly 
slriick off’liis head. It was finally transmitted to the presence of his 
sovereign ; by whose directions it was suspended to a gibbet, as an 
example to the disaffected, and furnishing another striking proof of 
the inconstancy of fortune, and of the instability of human greatness. 
The death of this able chieftain is stated to have taken place on the 
twenty second ofSIiavaul, of the six hundred and ninety sixth of the 
Flidjerah.* 

A disorderly and restless banditti had been permitted, under the 
appellation of Nikoudrians, some time after the accession of Ghuzau 
Khaun, to settle in ditieront parts of Persian Irak ; hut as they could not 
he- restrained from indulging in their natural habits of a predatory life, 
which were continually breaking out into some act or other of robbery 
and violence upon the public, the monarch w'as at List compelled to 
exact from them a formal engagement, that if for the future they should, 
in any shape, he found guilty of the enormities of which his subjects 
were perpetually complaining against them, their lives and property 
Were to be considered as forfeited to the state. In consequence of this 


arrangement, on the occurrence of any theft or rolihery on the highway, 
the magistrates invariably st ized ujion the Nikoudrians, and rendered 
them immediately responsit)le for the otience. But, as it might some 
times happen that they should siitfer when innocent, tfey became 
at last weary of perpetual persecution ; suddenly quitted the pro- 
vince without the sanction of the sovereign authority ; and, passiijo- 
throush the Kohestaun, maiie the best of tlieir way to Herat, where 
they cliimed the protection of the same Mel-k Fikher-ud dein, re- 
cently idverted to. From that chief they exp^-nenced a fovorahle re- 

ceptio. .andh(, rcadii_\ consented to turiiisli tnem \i i! h horses and arms, 

and a y anuat, moreover, under his authority to exercise theirprofessioii 
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of plunder and violence, along the frontiers of Khorassaun ; iii ^vhicli 
they soon after engaged, to the infinite loss and annoyance of the un- 
fortunate inhabitants exposed to their barbarous incursions. 

Driven to extremity by the unceasing depredations of this banditti, 
the natives of Khorassaun no longer deferred to carry their demands for 
redressto the presence of Ghazan Khaun ; and that monarchdetermined 
to make the chastizement of their oppressors the ol^ject of his imme- 
diate, and most serious attention. In the course of the six hundred 
and ninety seventh of the Hidjerah, his brother Bundah Oghul, the 
same who on his accession to the throne obtained the appellations of 
Ouljaitu Sultan, and Sultan Alahommcd Khodabundah, then residing 
in ISIazanderaun, was accordingly nominated to conduct a powerful 
expedition, to avenge the wrongs of Khora'^saun. By his instructions, 
he was in the first instance to demand from Melek Fakher-ud-dein, ai> 
immediate and unconditional surrender of the Nikoudrians under his 
protection ; and in ca^^e of the slightest demur on the part of that 
}>rince, he was without further preliminary to I*ay siege to Herat. But 
when he had accomplished the reduction of that place, he was to pro- 
ceeel to the ultimate object of the enterprise ; the total extirpation of 
the depredators vrho had excited such disjdcasurc, without leaving a 
vestige of their hated race to create further miscliief to the workh 

Oil his arrival at Neyshapur, Ouljaitu accordingly dispatched an 
agent to announce to ^leiek Fakher-ud-dcin, the ohject of his appear- 
ance h) such force in his neigl>lx)rhood 5 and to make the demand which 
he was authorized to do, on tiic part of his brother ; and as Fakher-ud- 
dein evinced equal unwillingness, anddelav to accord with theprinci- 
pal pointsof the demand, hostilities sliortly after commenced betvveca 
him and Ouljaitu, But, when these had continued for some time, an 
accommodation was brought about, tlirougli the iutervention of Sluiikh 
Shahanb-ud-dcin Jaumy ; the inhabitants cd Herat, as a ransom from 
the iurther calamities that might ensue, consenting to pay to the ?do- 
ghiil prince, the sum of one hundred thousand Kobeik v, or Kopeiky 
dinaurs.* Onljaitu appears then to have ^^itlidrawn to his own pro- 
vince, without any further exertion. 
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A. H. 687-98. In tlie course of the same year, having formed some imperfect views 
A. D. 1298-99. qjj the sovereignty, through the absurd and wicked suggestions of an 
llabeib-us- inipostor who pretended to dive into the events ot luturity, and who 
presumed to foretel, that within the period of forty days iie should 
ascend the throne of Persia, Shahzadah Taltchu, or Taynju, became 
obnoxious to his imperial relative ; and his design being seasonably 
betrayed, he was, together with the Ameirs attached to him, and the 
wretched wizard who h?d imposed upon him, without ceremony con- 
demned to suffer by the hand of the executioner. 

In the latter Juramaudy of the year six hundred and ninety eight, f a 
party of the Ameirs of the court, headed by Kutb-ud-dein and Mueyen- 
ud-dein Khorassauny, seized a favoral)le opportunity of bringing be- 
fore their sovereign acharge of malversation, and corrupt practices against 
the minister Suddurjahaun ; which terminated in the arrest of that able 
statesman, on the seventeenth ofRudjub. On the nineteenth his con- 
duct was investigated, and he was condemned to die ; and two da_\s 
afterwards, one of his hands being held by Ameir Soutiii, and the 
other by Pehlewaun Melek the Ghourian, he was, in pursuance of his 
sentence, cut through the middle by Kutlidi Shah Nuyan. His bro- 
ther Kutb-e-jahaun, whom they could accuse of no other offence but 
that of consanguinity w'ith the unfortunate \ezzeir, suffered by a si- 
milar death at Tebreiz, exactly a month atterwmrds. At the close of 
thesameyear, on his departure fromTebreizforOnjaiin, and on his w av' 
to pass the winter at Baghdad, Ghazan Khaun conferred the Vizzaurut 
conjointly, with the entire contruul of affairs during his absence, on 
two very eminent literary characters, Ivhaujah Reshid-ud-deiii Fazzel- 
ullah, or Fadlallah, the author oftlie Tarikh Ghazaunv , and Jaummia- 
ul-towaurikh, andSaiid-ud dein Sawjy ; thcformerequally distinguish- 
ed for hisattainments in philosophy and physic, and by his reputation as 
a writer of oriental history, and the latter not less celebrated tor his skill 
in theology and arithmetic. 

Shortl}' afterwards, as if the heavenly bodies were jealous of this 
mark of a sovereign’s predilection for the favorites of science, there oc- 
curred a conjunction ot the malignant planets .Mars and Saturn,* in 
^ March, + April 

;Kera\uv(Mi- ho ^ein ; as that of Jupiter and Veiuo is called the Ktraua-s-Saudein — the-' 
fortunate conjunctiva. 
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Cancer, the earth's ascendant. This was succeeded by so total a fail- A. H. coa-oa. 
ure of rain, that the waters ofthethreegreat rivers, theOxus, theTigris, vim, 

and the Kile, (we know not why the Euphrates should have been ex« Hubeib ns- 
eluded) were dried up to a degree equally alarming and unprecedented, 

A dreadful famine and pestilence ensued, the latter, which attacked 
the human frame in a peculiar manner,* being described to have swept 
away from the city of Shirauz alone, not less than fifty thousand per- 
sons. Before he had yet recovered from the contemplation of these 
grievous afflictions, intelligence was brought to Ghazan Khaun, that 
four thousand of the troops of Melek Nausser, Sultan of Egypt, the 
brother of Seyf-ud-dein Kullawun surnamed the basilisk, had suddenly 
broke into the territory of Mardein, and llauss-ul-eyne, both tributary 
to the Persian monarch; and after committing the most cruel ravages, 
had succeeded in carrying offinto slavery, vast numbers of the defence- 
less women and children of his Mussubnan subjects. 

This daring insult awakem^d in the mind of Ghazan, a full measure 
of indignation ; and he left Tebreiz, on the nineteenth of Suffur of the 
six hundred and nlnety-nintli of the liidjerah,* with ninety tliousand 
horse, and six months’ provision-, for the invasion ot Syria. On his ar- 
rival at Kissebein, he was entertained with singular and sumptuous 
hospitality by Nud jm-ud-dt‘in, the tributary Sultan of Aiardein. From 
Diaurbekir he j^rocceded without obstacle to Aleppo ; the redaction of 
which he however thought it convenient to postpone, until he should 
l\ave secured his superiority in the fudd, in a conflict with the Egypti- 
an. In the neighborhood of Aleppo he revitwved his troops; and in* 
passing tlie front of the Selduziau division, Ameir Tchobaun the com- 
mander, presented himscU to his nolice, and on his knees intreated his 
acceptance of a valuable and beautiful charger, then brought before him. 

The monarch was pleased to signify his acceptance ; and the example 
of Tchobaun was immediately followed by every commander in the 
army. As this chief is destined to occupy a distinguished place in the 
history of the descendants of llulauku, it was ol some impoitance to 
mark his introduction. 

On ednesday the twenty-seventh of the latter Uebbeia.J in the 
neighborhood of Harness, or Hems, or Emesa, between Oainascus and 
In iisflbui. November 14th, 1209. t Junihuy A. D. 1300* 
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A. H. 699. Aleppo, about ninety miles from the former, and one hundred and fit- 
A. D. 1300- jggjj from the latter, Melek Nausser adventured to give battle to the 
Habeib-us- Persian monarch; in which, after a conflict of some duration and ob- 
stinacy, the Egyptian was defeated with great loss: the Sultan retreat- 
ing Avith so much precipitation, that when he reached his capital of 
Cairo, a distance however of five hundred miles, he found that not 
more than seA’cn of his followers had been able to keep up with him. 
Ghazan Khaim remained for two days at Harness, for the purpose of 
distributing the spoils of the victory ; after which he proceeded towards 
Damascus. 

Advertised of his approach, the principal inhabitants of this latter 
city hastened, with suitable presents, to greet the Persian monarch on 
his arrival, and were received by him with extraordinary kindness and 
condescension. After he had given them every assurance of his pro- 
tection, the monarch, further to dispel their appreiicnsions and confirm 
their hopes, bestowed the civil government of Damascus upon Anieir 
Keptchauk ; an officer who had recently abandoned the cause of iSIelek 
Nausser to secure an asylum with the Persian. Tlie inhabitants were 
.so greatly' rejoiced at a circumstance, which they appear to Irave con- 
sidered so much to their advantage, that tliey agreed without difficulty 
to a contribution of one hundred tomauns ;* and two commissioners 
accordingly proceeded into the town on tlie part of Ghazan Khaun, 
to receive the money. 

Certain events had now occurred to produce an alteration in the 
|)lans of the Persian monarch ; and he conceived his views would he 
perfectly answered, if he committed toKutluk Shah Nuyan the siege 
of the citadel of Damascus, which still held out for the Sultan of 
Egypt. He bestowed the government of Emesa, Terabolis, orTripolv, 
Akkah, .Salaumiah, and ^Iukerrut-ul-ji.yaun, comprising what was 
denominated the middle Syria (Shaum-e- wassety) on Taimelek ; and 
those of Haleb, or Aleppo, Hama, Eynetauli, Jubbul-ul-Semauk, and 
Beirah, to the Syrian llaliebah, called the lower Syria (Shaum-e-seO’elv) 
on Roigteymuranotherof his captains. A certain Mowlai Rumvwas 
made governor of Ghaza. All which arrangements com[>leted, Ghazan 
Khaun proceeded on his return towards Diaurbekir. 
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On llio departure of ills sovereign, Kutluk Shah coLniuenced his 
X)peration3 for the rediictioa of the castle of Damascus ; of which he 
was encouraged in the expectation of a speedy accomplishment, by 
the assurances of a very skilful engineer wiio had the direction of his 
military machines, and who had engaged to open a passage into the 
place, with the stones of his catapultm only. The governor ofthe cas- 
tle, on the other hand was no stranger to the singular skill ofthe engi- 
neer ; and oftering the reward of one thousand dinaurs to any person 
who should bring him his head, one of his followers, a man of desper- 
ate courage, undertook to gratity him, or perish in the attempt. Ac- 
cordingly quiting thecasile in disguise, he found an opportunity, while 
the engineer was absent about evening prayer, to enter his quarters 
unobserved, and conceal himself. As might be apprehended, the un- 
fortunate man no sooner set foot within his door, on his return, tlrau 
the assassin rushed from his concealmeni, and killed him on the spot. 
Thcusti'ikingoiriiisliead, V. itli that in one hand, and his knife in the other, 
he saliied tVom tiic house ; and witli the rapidity of lightning, regained 
t-ie citadel, wliere he laid his bloody trophy before the governor, 
Tliis incident [)i\)duced in the operations of the siege, a suspension 
fatal to the final res^ilt ; and the traitor Keptchauk, about the same 
time, effecting an accomniodatiou with the Egyptians, and suffering 
ihegarrison to pass outofthe citridel both day and night, without either 
interruption or discovery on his part, the iMoghul troops were hourly 
surprised and cut olf ; and their horses led away in groat numbers, 
without tlie possibility of guarding against the clanger. 

All these circninstaiices taken into consideration, Kutluk Shah con- 
ceived it at last expeiiiumt to abandon the siege ; and he shortly after- 
wards accordingly withdrew from before Damascus, taking with hiiii 
the greater part of the principal inhabitants of the town. In crossing 
the Euphrates on this occasion, his troops in great numbers perislied in 
the river; and it was not without considerable difficulty, fuMgue, and 
hardship, that he at last contrived to rejoin the camp of his sovereign, 
ill the territory of Alosshle, as nearly as we can judge, on the firth of 
lludjub, of the year six hundred and ninety-nine.^ Tlie Persian 
monarch appears to have experienced the most sensible mortification 
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A. 11.699-700- at this miscarriage, although he exerted himself for the moment to 
A. D. 1300-2: suppregg feelings. He repassed the Tigris on his return towards 
Habeib-us- ^\zerbaijaun, on the first ofSliabaun,* and on the fifteenth of the suc- 
ceeding month of Ramzaun,-]* he reached Meraughah ; where he re- 
mained until Zilhudje, some time in which he proceeded to the metro- 
polis of Tebreiz.J 

Although the design of completing the subjugation of Damascus, 
and the Syrian territory is said, sleeping or waking, to have been the 
inseparable companion of his thoughts, Ghazan Khaun does not ap- 
pear to have resumed the undertaking, for the whole of the year next 
succeeding. But on the first of Mohurrim of the seven hundred and 
first of the Hidjerah,^ he set out on his second expedition across the 
Euphrates. Finding, however, on his arrival at Aleppo, that theSiil- 
tan of Egypt had signified his resolution not to take the field that 
season, he subscribed to the opinion of his Ameirs, although the rea- 
son appears not very solid, to measure back his steps ; and he had ac- 
cordingly returned to Oujaun, on the fourth of Ramzann of the same 
year,'! without the performance of a single action worthy of his renown. 
Here an attempt was made on the part of some of his courtiers, while 
the monarch was engaged in the conviviality of an entertainment, 
to impeach the integrity of the two associated ministers, Khaujah 
Reshid-ud-dein, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjy. The attempt recoiled how- 
ever on its authors, some of whom suffered death for their malignitv. 

It appears that on the tenth clay of Rudjub of the year seven hun- 
dred and one,** although we have not been able to trace our authority 
for the fact, a new sera under the denomination oi' the K/i a uni un, was 
established under the directions of Shums-ud-dein Kaushv. 

In Mohurrim, of the seven hundred and second of the Hidjerah.tt 
the Persian monarch quitted Oujaun on his third expedition into Sy- 
ria. On this occasion he had, however, previously dispatched Kauzy 
Nusseir-ud-dein of Tebreiz, and Kauzy Kutb-ud-dein of Mossule, on 
an embassy to Melek Nausser, the Sultan of Egyjet. The object of 
their mission was, in substance, to explain that if tlic name of their 
master was exhibited on the coinage, and pronounced in the public 

“ April ‘2‘2nd- +Jii!ie4fh. t Sepfemb(>r, 13(10, § September 5tli, 1301. 

Ij May If.t, 1302. “ ' MarclilUtii, ! Soptember 1302, 



«25 

prayers, and the Egyptian consented to the paymenirof a stipulated A. IL 762* 
tribute, his country would be redeemed from the ravages of a resist- A* D. 1302 : 
less army ; if not, that his people would be visited by the same fear- Habeib us- 
ful train of calamities, as had been inflicted on the Khaurezinians, by 
the invincible hosts of Jengueiz. The ambassadors on their arrival in 
the court of M.elek Nausser, did not fail to acquit themselves of their 
trust with due diligence and precision ; that prince informing them, 
however, that he should transmit by some persons in his own particu- 
lar confidence, the requisite reply to the demands of their sovereign. 

In the mean time the Kauzies were dismissed, loaded with presents, 
and distinguished by all the liberal proofs of attention, that could be 
expected from the most civilized and polished government. 

In his camp near Hellah on the Euphrates, the ambassadors described 
to Ghazan Khaun the occurrences of their journey ; and not long after- 
wards, the agents of Melek Xausser also arrived with a letter from 
their sovereign, which they delivered to the Persian monarch. The 
letter was written in characters of gold ; a mark of respect which, as 
far as can be understcwad from the original, in thisplace rather obscure, 
seems to have been omitted on the part of the Persian, It stated, 
however, that with regard to the coinage, the Sultan conceived it was 
a point that could be adjusted without grout difficulty, by inserting 
the name of the Persian monarch on the one side, and retaining on the 
other, after, or under the creed of their common religion, tlie name of 
the Sultan of Egypt. But, with respect to the other demand it was 
sufficient toobserve, that the continual wars in which the Sultan was 
engaged, with the enemies of the faith, and in defence of the legitimate 
possessions of the disciples of the Koran, left little to supply the arro- 
gant, and insatiable exactions of foreign tribute. In short, that the re- 
venues of iiis country \Acre entirely absorbed by the exigencies of the 
state. 

When he had perused the letter, Ghazan Khaun demanded of the 
ambassadors of Egypt to ch'seribe the contents of a chest, carei'ully 
locked up and sealed, w Inch they had alsoconveyedtohis presence from 
their master. On tliis head tliey prtjfessed their entire ignorance ; al- 
leging that it was a secret, which it had not been thought proper to 
confide to their d’ .' r diou. The attendants were then (brected to open 
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tills c!ic?t, when a cllsclosuro oxlii!)iteJ itself tiut little caloulatcd to 
appease the anury passions ; a complete assortment of every' implement 
at tliat period in use for the purposes of human destruction. The am- 
bassadors were, however, very sumptuously entertained, although tlicy 
were immediately ordered to Ilamadaun, there to reside until the 
Persian should have returned from hisexpedition. He then proceeded 
to cross the Euphrates. 

Taking the route of Ghazauniah, a town Avliich had risen under the 
auspices of his own reisru, he repaired to visit the mausoleum of Ally 
at Nudjef ; after which he continued his march upwards, along the Eu- 
phrates, to Anah, which he readied on the twelfth of lludjub.* Dis- 
patching his heavy baggage from thence to iMossule, the Persian mon- 
arch on the twenty eighth of the same month,'|' displayed his stan- 
dard in sight of the fortress of Ilaliebah, still ascending the Euphrates. 
Here the two ministers, Khaujah Ilcshid-ud dein, and Saud-ud-dein, 
were both employed in an attemjit to prevail upon Ameir Aulum-ud- 
dein the governor of the place, tosubmit totheauthority of their master. 
That othcer, however, after furnishing a supply of grain for the arm v, 
and shoes for their horses, eluded the invitation to surrender; on the 
plea, that being tlie key of Syria on that quarter, he could not then so 
shamefully betray his trust, as to deliver up such important points as 
the town and citadel of Rahebah ; but as soon as the Persian monarch 
should have made himself master of the interior of the province, that 
he would not be found remiss in opening his gates to the conqueror. 

Ghazan, for the present, conceived it expedient to subscribe to these 
precarious stipulations ; and on the sixth of Shabaun,:|; without com- 
mitting the reputation of his arms by any act of hostility against the 
place, withdrew from before Rahebah, on his march towards Aleppo. 
AVhen he had however continued for a short time with his army, in the 
territory between Rahebah and Aleppo, entirely occupied with liis 
fileasLires and amiisomeiits, the monarch consigned to the abilities of 
Kutluk Shah Nuyan, Ameir Tchobauii, Teyiiaiik Pahaiider, and his 
other generals, the prosecution ot the Syrian war ; wliile he returned in 
peison, by the route of Senjaur and Mossule, towards his hereditary 
doinmions. In the mean time Melek Nausser, at the head ofafornii- 
* March I't, 1303. | March 27lh. 7 March 2 otli, 
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dable army had hastened, with equal secrecy and dispatch, to the neigh- 
borhood of Damascus ; where he attentively watched the proceedings, 
and awaited the approach of the Perso-moghul troops. 

Not having discovered the slightest vestige of an enemy force on 
his march from the Euphrates, Kutluk Shah advanced straight to Ha- 
rness, which he immediately invested ; but wliile he was engaged before 
that place, hearing that Melek Naiisser was not yet arrived at Damas- 
cus, a report manifestly circulated to deceive him, and that the inhabi- 
tants were collecting their property for the purpose of withdrawing 
into Egypt, an avidity to possess hunself of this supposed booty, and 
to glut himself with the blood of the proprietors, determined him to 
suspend the siege of Harness. And with these views, he hastened by 
forced marches towards Damascus. On the second day of Ramzaun,* 
ascending arising ground on liisarrival at the channel of the Mcrj-e- 
salibr, and casting his eyes to tlie plain beyond it, he beheld a spectacle 
to excite his utmost astonisluncut — aninnmnerable host which seemed 
to extend to every part of the horizon within his view. This proved to 
be the army of the Sultan of h.gvpt; which eciually uueonscious of the 
aj)proacli of an enemy with liimst If, was employed in ]utclnng its tents, 


and otherwise establishing its quarters for the day. Under the first im- 
pulse ol'sur])rise and terror, Kutluk Shah conceived that uothingshort 
of instant rstreat could save him irom desiruclion ; but from this lie 
was dissuaded by the more deliberate prudence, and ])roscncc of Uiind 
of Amcir Tclmbaun ; who urged, on the contrary, tlie ncccssitv of an 
immediate, and resolute attack upon the enemy. In coufonnitv with 
this iiol>ler alternative, Aimeir Teliobaun, and Tcynauk Bahauder, with 
the bulk of the army, defiled dircc'tly towards the plain : while Kutluk, 
with two tomauns, or divisions oftm thousand, took post in reserve, 
on the liiil which over-looked it. 

On tlie otlior hand, Melek Xunsser Lad not delayed to prepare his 
troops for battle, the moment he became apprized of liis situation ; 
andaconllict of surpassing obstinacy immediately ensued, in whicli 
Ameir Tchobaun, and Teynauk Bahauder, with the troops under their 
orders, signalized themselves by e Hurts of unexainj}led inlrepddity. 
The left V, ing of the Sultan of Ik^yid, llirown into comr.e.Ae confusiou 
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Av H. 702 . by the impetuous onset of these gallant commanders had been com- 
A. D.1303. pelled to give way ; but the Egyptian monarch directing a body of 
Habeib-us* thousand horse to make an attack upon the left of his adversaries, 
Aydauk Togateymur, an officer of the highest distinction among the 
troops of Ghazan Khaun, suddenly abandoned his post, and the whole 
army immediately fell into irretrievable disorder. All the exertions 
of Tchobaun to rally them proved in vain, and they finally fled in the 
utmost dismay, and in every direction; the Egyptians pursuing with 
all the eager ferocity of wolves after a flock of sheep. Teynauk Ba* 
hander, and a number of the most distinguished i\meirs, perished in 
this disgraceful rout ; but Ameir Tchobaun, alter unparalleled exer- 
tions to save the fugitives, succeeded in joining the reserve under 
Kutliik Shah, on the eminence in tlie rear of the field of battle ; where 
they passed the night under the utmost anxiety and perturbation of 
mind. 

When the day broke, they perceived that they were completely sur- 
rounded, by a countless multitude of the troops of Melek Nausser; 
whose attack they prepared however to resist, with the firmness of ve- 
teran soldiers. But, to avoid the hazard of a direct assault upon a body 
of braveand skilful soldiers, under such circumstances of despair, the 
Sultan of Egypt caused his army to present, towards one of their fl inks, 
an opening for their retreat. Kutluk Nu\ an and his associates in dan- 
ger, did not disdain the advantage ; but immediately descending the 
hill, commenced their perilous march, again closely followed bv the 
Egyptians, The ]^IoghCils had not long prosecuted their retreat, when 
they found it unexpectedly interrupted by a dee]) morass, occasioned 
by the overflowings of the Merj-e-saffer, the river recently adv^erted 
to ; and here the greater partoftlie fugitives, equally exhausted with 
fatigue, and embarrassed by the weight of their arms, miserably perished 
in the mud and clay. The number of those who perished by the 
sword on thi-s occasion, is not recorded; but ten thousand of the Mo- 
ghuls, with ten thousand horses, fell alive into the hands of the Egyp- 
tians, together with arms and defensive armour in vast abundance. 
Not yet contented with the fruits of his victory, Melek Nausser di- 
rected the governor of Damascus to continue the pursuit, without in- 
termission, to Rahcbah on the Euphrates ; so that the unfortunate 
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Moghulsfound no termination to theirdisasters, until driven completely 

across that river ; when the Egyptians at length ceased to molest them. 

On the nineteenth of Ramzaun,^ the generals who survived this fa- 
tal discomfiture, rejoined the camp of Ghazan Khaun ; and on the 
following day, that monarch conceived it prudent to proceed on his 
return tow'ards Oujaun, w hich he appears to have reached on the tenth 
of Zilkaudah*]'. At that place, he now instituted a formal investiga- 
tion into the conduct of the commanders in the recent unfortunate ex- 
pedition ; and the result w'as, that KutKik Nuyan, and his associates 
in defeat, w-ere each of them, in proportion to the degree of culpability, 
condemned to the discipline of the cudgel, or perhaps the bastinado ; 
and all were for a certain time banished the court, and the presence 
of their sovereign. Ameir Tchobaun himself, although his conspicu- 
ous gallantry and exertions were duly acknowledged, w^as yet compel- 
led tosufler three strokes of the club ; but martial justice having had 
its course, he wais immediately afterwards received to the distinguished 
lavor of his master. In Mohurrim of the seven hundred and third of 
the 1 lidjerali, the monarch transferred his abode from Oujaun to tlie 
metropolis of Tebreiz ; where, for a period of six W'eeksor two months, 
he was now permitted to resign himself to the enjoyments of domestic 
repose. 

Again on the nineteenth of the former Rebl)eia*J Ghazan Khauu 
quitted Tehreiz for the last time, proposing to take up his winter quar- 
ters at Baghdad ; but on his arrival at Jowherserrai, his progress was 
suspended by the intenseiiessof tlie cold, and by the heavy snow which 
fedlin the middle of the latter llebbeia ;§ and he was compelled to re- 
liiH(uish that design, and fix his residence for the season on the banks 
oftlie Hulanmuran. 

Duringtiie w inter months in which he resided at this station, an ab- 
surd and unprofitable attempt to disturb the repose of his governuiont, 
w^as made in favor of Shahzadah Ldaifreng his first couzin, the sou ot 
Keykhautii Khaun. Another impostor of the name of Peir Yakub 
Baghestauny iiad, itscems, again contrived, under the ordinary garb of 
bxpocrisy, an atfectation of superior sanctity, to attach to his devotiuu 
from among the ignorant classes of society, a very considerable mass of 
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proselytes ; and he undertook on the strength of his reputed sanctity, 
to announce to the Shahzadah his speedy accession tosovereign power. 
But, that no means might be omitted in order to secure the accomplish- 
ment of his prediction, he disdained not to employ about the court, 
one of the disciples of his imposture, to pervert and corrupt the ser- 
vants of the monarch ; and to engage them in secret, in favor of the 
claims of Ulaffreng. To such as, from factious motives, he found dis- 
posed to encourage his plans, the emissary represented that a superna- 
tural being, forty cubits in stature, and five in the breath of his shoul- 
ders, and whose body was as strong and immoveable as the mountain 
on its base, was in communication with his master ; and had disclosed 
to him, that the saints, or elect of God, had determined to raise the 
Shahzadah Ulaffreng to the sovereign authority, and would exalt his 
glory to the skies, (the Pleiades). 

The delirious fabrication being, however, at length communicated to 
the minister Saud-ud-dein, it was by him instantly made known to his 
sovereign ; and measures were adopted without delay, to seeure the dis- 
atfected at Tebreiz. In the space of ten days, Ulaffreng, with Peir 
Yakiib, and the other leaders of the conspiracy, were brought in safe 
custodv to the camp of Ghazan ; who proceeded in person to investigate 
thecircumstanccs ofthis treasonable imposture. It reipiired, perhaps, 
no great force of evidence to establisii the guilt of the (’onspirators. 
The wretched Yakub was cast head long from the summit of a rock, 
and dashed to pieces. Ilis disciples sulfered by the sword of the ex- 
ecutioner ; and the misguided Ulaffreng, altiiough indulged with a res- 
])ite of some days, was however ultimately condemned to share the fate 
ofhis accomplices. 

Tlic discomfiture of his troops by the Egyptians had implanted in 
tiie breast of the Persian monarch, a sensation of pain and. uneasiness 
irom which he was destined never to recover. While he remained at 
.lowherserrai, he was attacked by a serious indisposition and confined 
to his bed ; and such a variety of unfavorable and dangerous symptoms 
soon made their appearance in his disorder, as utterly to disjwd every 
hope ofhis restoration. The power of medicine, tiie invocations of 
prayer, and the distributions of charity proved etiually unavailing. In 
the spring of tiie year he attempted, however, to remove towards his 
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summer resklenee ; and being constrained, very early in the journey, 
through the aggravation of his complaint and extreme dtd)ili( v, to take 
to his litter, he was in that manner conveyed to the neighborhood of 
Kazvein. There he quietly resigned himself to await the stroke of 
death, which he was now sensible to be at no great distance. lie as- 
sembled round his conch, his ministers, and the nobles of Ids court ; 
proceeded to arrange the last concerns of earthly grandeur, expressly 
devising the succession to the throne, to his brother, Sultan Mahom- 
med Khodabundah ; and, on Sunday the fifteenth of Shavaul of the 
seven hundred and third of the Hldjerah,* this distinguished monarch 
breathed his last ; continuing, observes our autlior, to assert and repeat 
Ids unaltered belief in the inseparate unity of his creator, long after 
every other faculty had failed him ; until life and recollection had entirely 
faded away in the cold embrace of death, llis body was conveyed by 
the Ameirs of the empire, to the metropolis of 'rehreiz : where it was, 
with the usual solemnities, committed to the grave in the superb inau- 
solenm erected by himself, either in one of the vallies adjoining to that 
favorite city, or in a (piarter of the town called the S/iUiiib-e-l'v\n\'\z. 

1 1 is at the same time observed that, of the Mogliiil princes, he was the 
first that sitfiered tlie place of his sepulture to be known by the wmrld. 

( alciilated from Ids public inangnration, on the twenty ninth ot 
y.ilhndje of the six hundred and ninety fourth of the llidjerah, the 
rcignot this uionarch comprizes a period of eight solar years, six months 
and tw'o days ; and, althongli its glory was considerably tarnished to- 
wards the conclusion, by the disastrous issue ofthe campaign in S\ ria, 
vet, independent ofthe forceof Mahommedan prejudice in favor of so 
zc.dous and ardent a proselyte, it w'as not unreasonable that the short- 
ness of its duration should have beim the snlqect ot sincere regret 
throughout tlic Persian empire. His sacred love ol justice, and Ids 
paternal solicitude for the haiipiness of his people, as a king, has ivn- 
d<'red liis memory tlcservedly respected — venerated ; aind Ids u!u!<iunti-d 
courage iu the tieul, his mildness of disposition and aira'nility in pri- 
vate life, secured for him the love and admiration of inankind. He was 
])osscsscdof uncommon understanding and sagacity ot mind, and had 
made considerable advances in every brunch ot literature and the set- 
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cnees, as studied in the east. He spoke a variety of languages in great 
perfection, and was singularly well informed in the laws and genealogical 
history of the sovereigns and founders of the Moghul tribes ; insomuch 
that his minister, the learned and ingenious Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah, while composing the JaummiaReshidy, or Towaurikh, is stated to 
have derived great part of his knowledge on that subject^ and on the 
history of the Moghuls, from the relation of his accomplished master. 
H ewas a zealous Shiah, and as such did not fail to distinguish the 
Seyuds, descendants of Ally and Fautima, by many favors, by many 
conspicuous proofs of his bounty. On the very day of his accession 
he directed that a canal should be cut from the Euphrates to the se- 
pulchre of Ally at Nudjef ; and by similar communications with the 
same beneficentriver, he brought the arid plains ofKerbela into a state 
of flourishing cultivation. 

But lest posterity might be disposed to suspect that the talents, the 
liberality, and the other virtues otGhazan Khaun, should have been 
in any degree exaggerated in the above eulogium,our author has en- 
tered, under twenty distinct heads, into a very elaborate statement on 
the sul)ject; in which is introduced in detail, the code of regulations 
established by this illustrious monarch, both for his own domestic 
oeconomy, and for the different departments of his government in ge- 
neral. It is, indeed, sufficiently instructive and original to form a 
chapter of itself; but as these pages have been already distended far 
beyond what was proposed at their commencement, the snl>ject has 
been indispensably omitted. It may at the same time be interesting 
to remark, that when the monarch who framed, or at least patronized 
these regulations, was snatched from the hopes of his people hv the 
hand offleath, he had not yetattained to the age of thirty four. Neither, 
before we dismiss the subject entirely, will it be superfluous to add 
lliat, exclusive of the splendid mausoleum atTebreiz already adverted 
to, the dome of which is described to have been eighteen cubits,* or 
about three and thirty feet in diameter, illuminated by eighty lamps 
of gold and silver, with its spacious and magnificent appendages, con- 
sisting of the cathedral mosque, a college for the instruction of youth. 


liic manuscript states fliis to have been the thickness of the walls, nnh that the hni'jrs 
wcie eacij of the weight of to uiaiimis, or alioul four humired pounds troy; it i, morts 
proluiblv that tiii, wa- the a;:giTg^at.- wci;.ht yf the whote. 
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and the cultivation of the sciences, with observatory, refectory and A. H. 703. 
hospital, and sumptuous baths, thecity ofOujaun was almost entirely A. D. 1304. 
rebuilt by the bounty of this celebrated monarch ; and scarcely a part Habeili-us- 
of the empire but exhibited some useful monument of his liberal and 
patriotic spirit. And, lastly, it is recorded that for the lofty walls with 
which it was once surrounded, the city of Shirauz was in a great mea- 
sure indebted to the princely munificence of Ghazan Khaun. 
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OuLJAiTU Mul- 
tan, Vllltli of 
the Perso-Jengui- 
Eians. 


CHAP. kill. 

O ULJAITU Sultan, entitledSuLTAxMAHOMMEoKHODABUN- 
DAH, the sou of Arghun Khaun, eighth of the Persian monarclis 
of the race of Jengueiz. 

At the period of his brother’s death, Ouljaitu was absent in his go- 
vernment of Khorassauii, to which he had been some time since ap- 
pointed by the late monarch ; but when he became apprized of the event 
which had so early called him to the succession, he hastened towards 
Tebreiz; not, however, before he had secured himself against the me- 
ditated hostility of some of the Shahzadahs, and of flerkedauk Nuyan 
oneof theprincipal Ameirs inparticular, by putting them todeath. He 
reached the metropolisof Azerbaijaun,on the fifth of Zilhudje;* where, 
at the age of three and twenty, he ascended without opposition, the 
throne of Hulauku ; and commenced a reign of uncommon splendor, 
by giving effect to every measure that could tend in any shape to pro- 
mote the prosperity of Isslam, and to close against Ids people every 
av'enue of oppression and violence. lie continued the V'^izzaurut ro 
Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel-ullah, and Saud-ud-dein Sawjy, the ministers 
of his predecessor ; and he is here recordtd as the first monarch of the 
raceofJengueiz, who publicly embraced the tenets of the Shiahs, which 
he testified by directing the names of the twelve Imaums to be struck 
on the coinage of the realm, and invoked in the performance of divine 
worship in the mosques. The funds bequeathed for the support of 
charitable endowments throughout the empire, had possibly 

by this time become of considerable magnitude, and importance ; and 
one of the first objects of the new monarch’s attention, was to place 
them under the management of talents and integrity ; and ho selected 
lor his purpose Giiya Haha-ml-dein Yakub, wliom he strictly charged 
to beware that every bequest was honestly secured, and scrupulously 

* .Sixth of JuK, 1301. 
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appropriated, in exact conformity to the design of the testator, as ex- 
pressed in the letter of his will. This was, perhaps, strictly speaking, 
the office of the Suddur-ul-suddiir, or grand almoner. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fourth of the Ilidjerah, Oul- 
jaitu, at Kunkuraulung, laid the foundations of the city of Sultauniah ; 
and, having omitted neither labour nor expence, to render it a beauti- 
ful and splendid residence, as well as a place of strength and security, 
he constituted it, when completed, the metropolis of the Persian 
monarchy. 

But, in order to retain the narrative within its regular course, it will 
be necessary to proceed with thepro^^ressivedetaii of events ; andamong 
the first of these, we find recorded the impeachment of Saud-ud-dein 
Mahommed Sawjy, one of the ministers, on a charge of embezzlement 
in the revenue, to an enormous amount, (,)OOTomauns, or five millions 
of dinaurs ;) for wfiich, on full conviction before the monarch in person, 
he was with several of his accomplices, in the month of Shavaul of 
the present year,* put to death at Melroul, one of the dependencies of 
Baghdad. In conciuTence with tlic suffrages of the principal members 
of his court, whomOnl jaitu condescended to consult on the occasion, 
his ])lace was supplied by Tauje-ud-dein Jilauny.-I* 

The eighth of Zilkaiulah of tlie same yearj gave birth, according to 
the Tarikh-guz('idah, to SCiltan Abu Saeid Bahauder Khaun, the fu- 
tui’ehope of the Persian pouarchy. 

Kqually desirous with liis brother to effect the sulqugation of Syria 
and Kgvpt, tlie thouglits of Ouljaitu were early dirr^cted to prosecute 
th,e designs in tliat rpiarter ; but, reflecting on the impolicy of leading 
his armies on any distant enterprise, wliilc the provinces ofGuilan, at 
the very threshold of liis capital, continued independent of his power, 
(and, Indeed, notwithstanding their proximity, hud neveryet submitted 
to any of the successors of Ilulauku) he conceived it expedient to hold 
a consultation with his nobles, on the propriety of a picvious expedi- 

* roarlli of rJtiV, 1305. 

t Among tho prc'^^nts oftcred to Ouijciitv'i, in tlic spring of the ;senr, lip is said to liavr re- 
ceived froin Kliaujali AOy Sliuli, at Bairlidad, a tiara cnticlied with els, of the wtigla of 

fourteen poim k : in tiie diadem or idlct ofvvhi'di, is described to have liecfi a luby of 
guiar bcaul%, o' liu lU i^lit oi 2-1 imubhah., or 3t) drams. 
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tion that ?troncrnncl almo.^t inaccessible territory. It was how-* 

ever, resolved as a preliminary, that an airent sliould be dispatched to 
require t!ie ruliny priiioes to acknawledi:^^ the authority of the Persian 
monarch. If they obeyed, nothmy farther was necessary ; if other- 
wise, it would then be advisalde to proceed to coercion. 

At the period under consideration, the country appears to have been 
under the separate dominion of several independent chiefs ; among 
whom, liowever, a certain Arneir ])emmauje5 is described to have 
iiiadntaiiied the greatest degree of splendor. To him therefore Oul- 
jaitu determined on dispatcliimg the first invitation ; and he seems to 
have acquiesced without a demur. He iinmediately accompanied the 
agent employed to demand his sa!)missir)n, witli everv suitable pre- 
SLMit, to the camp of Oiiljuitu, by \^dlom he was received with every 
mark ot attention and kindness. But, alter a short residence, con- 
ceiving some suspicions at the ceremonious delays, and restraints, 
})eradventare, ot a polished and ostcntaticms C(airt, he, one iiiaht, sud- 
denly and privatfdy withdrew to his own country. Tlu^ Sultan took 
ofience SMhis unauthorized departure ; and li-aviiig assembled his troops, 
gave orders, shortly aitenvards that both provinces should be imme- 
diately attacked in three dilferent directions; Aineir rdiobaun pro- 
ceeding against Kesker.from the northward by the ront(‘ of Ardi'beil ; 
while Arneir Kutlug Shah advanced towards Ponm^m, llesht, amProu- 
nvan or Kouman, by Ivhelkhaul, and two otluu' commanders from the 
southeast, through llustumdaiir, and the inountainons deilles in that 
quarter. 

About seven days subsequent to the march of his genm’als, Ouljaitu 
proceeded from his capital directly towards Lahejan ; and was joinet!, 
w ithout any uniavorahle contingcuev, before he reached that place, i^y 
Arneir Tcdiobaun from Kesker. But, although apprized with honest 
zeal, on his arrival at Khelkliaul, by the governor, of the obstacles 
whicli he would ex[icrience in tlie narrow passes, and rugged roads that 
lay before him. and ot the indispensable neeessit\' of proceeding with 
the utmost vi ; dance am} circumspection, ])articularly as the unpolished 
natives had not as yet been tang lit to r(‘spect the prowess and disci- 
pline ot the imperial armies, Khtliig Shall suffered a sordid av idiiv, to 
possess hiinscli oithe wealtii ot the native princes, to blind liim towards 



637 


every consideration of prudence; proud, at the same time, of Ins own 
conceived superior strength, and the terror of his name, and despising 
the counsels of experience, he hastened accordingly towards tlie passes 
of Guilan, with no other precaution than that of sending a division in 
advance, under Ameir Fulaud Iveia. The troops of Deuimauje liad 
previously taken post along,, the narrowest of the passes, in readiness 
to oppose or intercept the inarch of this detachment ; but tliey were, 
however, signally repulsed, in three repeated attacks which they made 
upon it. In consequence of this check, Ameir Demmauje conveyed to 
Fulaud an apjilicution for peace, which he transmitted to his superior. 

Impelled by the intemperate ardour of a son, who urged to be em- 
ployed in advance, Kuilhg Sliah declined the overture ; and sent t!ie 
same son torwai d to tlie support OiWmeir Fulaud. The \mung chief, 
in the presumption of inexperience, proceeded to attack the Cuilau- 
ians in tlm midst of tlieir dAiieS ; was entirely defeated in the attempt; 
ami the greater part of Ids ibllowcrs peri'^hed in a morass, in tlic con- 
fusion of a disorderly retreat. The fugitives who escaped, commu- 
nicated to the main body, under Khtlug Xu van, the panic by widcli 
they were themselves affected ; and the whole immediately fled, in the 
utmost constcruatioi). The general disdained, liowevcr, toacconipany 
tlunn in their Jisgraccl\il lligiit ; and inaintainingliisground with uiislui- 
ken finunoss, uiitil transfixed at last by an arrow, he expired at his post. 
"J'ht troopsofAineir Demniau je after [lossessing themselves ofa consi- 
derable booty, letired w itbin tin ir native recesses, contented with their 
^ ii'tory, without courting turthcr triuni])hs. 

The division wiileh approached the southern extremity of Guilan, 
througli liustumdaur, was met in a peaceful manner on roacldng tiie 
frontiers, by -\nu ir Hindu Shah, wlio governed in that (juaru r ; and 
who accompanied the imperial generals, wdth equ^d readiness and 
submission, to the camp ot their sovereign. Onljaitii, at tire head of 
his tiooj)s, shortly aftersvards entered the territory of Lalu jan ; the ruler 
olThat part of Guilan submitting also to his authority, without resist- 
ance. AViiile ho was, however, celebrating the festival of the tenth of 
Zilhudje,*^ in the town of that name on the coast of the Caspian, intel- 
ligence imexpectecily reached him of the defeat and death ot Kutiug 
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A. H, 706-12. Shah ; a disaster which appears to have affected him with the deepest 
A. D. 1307-12, distress. A body of three thousand horse under the Aineirs Sheikh 
Habeib us- Behloul, and Aba Bukker, was immediately dispatched to avenge the 
dis'^race. These were soon followed by other troops inconsiderable 
force, under two other able commanders. After indefatigable exertion, 
and some severe conflicts, the generals ofOuljaitu succeeded at last, 
in subjugating with considerable slaughter, the possessors of this difficult 
country; and having pillaged Resht, Foumen, andTouleni, three of the 
principal towns, returned victorious to rejoin their master. The whole 
of the independent chiefs of Guilan now submitted to become tribu- 
tary ; (part of the tribute consisting of a stipulated number of ass-loads 
of silk,) and Ouljaitu withdrew towards Sultauniah ; having inflicted 
the discipline of the cane upon tlie son of Kutlug Shah, for his miscon - 
duct during the expedition, and conferred the dignities of the father 
upon Ameir Tchobaun, who was thus created lieutenant general of the 
empire. 

From this period to the seven hundred and twelfth of the Ilidjerah, 
the attention ofOuljaitu appears to have been principally devoted to 
the general improvement of his dominions, in which he constructed 
several large and flourishing cities ; and among others, those of Sultan- 
abad Jeijmaul in Kurdestaun, at the foot of mount Beisetoun, and 
Ouljaitu-Sultanabad in INIoghaun, either on the Kiirr or Araxes, aro 
stated to have been indebted for their origin to liiin. From the Faiikh 
guzeidah we learn, that about the year seven hundred and ten,* Ham- 
dallah MustoulFy, the author of that work, received from the imperial 
ministry, an appointment over the Tomauns, perhaps collections, of 
Kazvein, Ebher, Zenjaun, and Tarmin ; from whence, peradventure, 
his appellation of Mustouffy, which implies auditor, or inspector, of 
revenue account^ 

In the course of the year seven hundred and twelve, the governors 
of Damascus and Aleppo, both Apieirs of the highest distinction in the 
court of Melek Nausser, Sultan of Egypt, terrified at the severity, and 
suspicious of the designs of their master, presented themselves to Oul- 
jaitu. in the neighborhoodof Sultauniah, accompanied by five hundred 
( avalirrs ; and were most graciously and hospitalily received. The 

* A. D. 1310. 
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<!efection of these chiefs, supported by the most earnest solicitations H.’jois. 
on their part, revived in the bosom of the Persian monarch, those plans A. D. laia. 
of subjugation inSyria, which had only lain dormant for disclosure at Habeib ua- 
a proper opportunity. For the accomplishment of this favorite object, 
the most extensive preparations were immediately set on foot, through 
the medium of all the ministers and generals of the empire; and equip- 
ments upon a scale of extraordinary magnitude were expedited through 
every department of the monarchy. 

Among these we find enumerated, fifteen hundred suits of mail, of 
European fabric; two hundred and sixty chargers, gorgeously caparis- 
oned, and their saddles enriched, with jewels for the imperial equipage; 
and two thousand five hundred camels, for the conveyance of the im- 
perial furniture and baggage. Ninety balistae, or machines of war for 
distant annoyance ; eleven thousand arrows of steel; one hundred pots, 
for discharging fire works, and naphtha ; one hundred ass-loads of ket- 
tle drums, and one hundred embroidered standards. A corps of three 
hundred sappers and miners, with an extensive apparatus of all things 
necessary for the attack of fortified places, was also formed to accom- 
pany the expedition. 

Having assembled the army at Mossule, he marched from thence, 
by the ordinary route of Senjaur, on the last day of Rudjub, of the year 
already mentioned ,* and, after crossiugthe Euphrates, heap|)eared on 
Friday the'sixth ofllamzaun,* under the walls of the Syrian llahebah ; 

Avith the siege of which it was immediately determined to open the 
campaign. At the period under consideration, it was estecmetl a place 
i)f great streirgth and importance ; being defended by twelve spacious 
and lofty towers, or bastions, and by a ditch of thirty cubits deep, and 
lialf as miny wide, the foundations of the rampart in general, con- 
structedofstoae; and Buddur-ud-dein Mussa,thegovernor, hynationa 
Kurd, had under his command a nnmeriaus and veteran garrison, witli 
ample stores of every description, vvluuher for subsistance or defence. 

Thus provided, Buddur-ucl-tleui early evinced his determination to 
make a formidable and resolute resistance; and the moment the armies 
of Irak and Azerbaijaun appeared in view, proceeded to put in practice 
all the methods which he could rlevise, to disturl> and retard theif 
* Thirtieth of Nu\tniber, I3i2. t I'ouith ot Juiauir^y, 1313, 
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operation^;. The besiegers, on their part, ivere not less active in ad- 
vancing their works; their exertions being more immediatclv directed 
to fill the ditch. But, when that object had been accomplished, and 
the miners had carried a gallery so far through the rampart, as to be 
within hearing of the garrison behind it ; while the soldiers bv laying 
in vast quantities of fascines were completing the pa^^sage of the ditch, 
the besieged became at last dismayed by the Imldness and pertinacity 
of their assailants, and indicated a disposition to surrender; which, 
through the mediation of Kauzy Nudjin-ud-dein, and the address of 
Reshid ud-dein thoVezzeir, the Sultan finally permitted them to do, 
on terms of equal advantage to either partv. After the capitulation 
of Rahebah, Ouljaitu appears, however, to have declined the further 
prosecution of his design against Syria ; since, on t'ne twenty fourth of 
llamzaun,'^' we find him taking measures to recro^s the liuphrates, on 
his return into .-Vzerbaijaiin, which he immefliately carried into cflTect. 
And he arrived in the ordinary series ol inai'cln^s, and without aiiv par- 
ticular accident, at his capital ol Sultauiiiah, before tin? conclusion of 


the year. 

Ill the course of the ensuing year, Alni SAeul, who had not yet at- 
laiiu t! to his ninth year, was created l>y h.is t.itlier. g'overnor of Ivhor- 
a-'seun, undei tne tutelage, ot Aineir ^'ouiije; being accompanied te* 
iii s ^ o \ r 1 11 men t b\ a iiiimt'Voiis and ^'pleiidiv! is'liiiut^, roiisistiim' ot'tf.c 
sons ot mo^t of the principal nohlhty of tlie empire. 'I'ht’ vomig 
jjiUic(-,on hisaiinal in his province, experieiieed from all classes of 
tln> inhabitants, as well as from some of th(> bortier eliiefs, everv proof 

oi'satisfaclion,thatcon!dbeteuder<dln-a people overjoN ed at thepros- 
p; rt of a mild and henev, dent adiiiinistration. 

L ink 1 tbes„ >. 11 Ci. mstai;.,es, ami in eoiisetjiKu i c<' ef some serious mis- 
untk i.slanding which had arisen between llie'i'elie.Jmtaian princes, Ke- 
peir. ivuaun, and .Siializadali Cetssour, llie hitter eouceived itt'xpedi- 
fc.il lo sacuie a letieat aeioss the AuKivah, in sonm f.ivorite recess of 
the pro^ince of Khorassaun. Tor that purpose, he dispsUelied a con- 
fuh, lit idl aj,c at to t ommiinicate his siiuulion to Oidjaitu, and tosoiii'it 
a retreat und.-r Ins protection. The agent was ta\ orablv received, and 
ui answer through him fun, emitted, that the Shahzmkui was autliur- 
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zed to take up liis abode In any part of Khorassaun that might he most 
agreeable to himself; on which, Beyssour, or Tensour as he is occasi- 
onally denominated, soon afterwards hastened across the Oxus, and 
fixed his residence on the plain of Kawus, in the neighborhood of 
Baudg'heiss. 

The remaining part of the reign of Khodabundah does not appear 
to have furnished any even,t sufficiently remarkable for the record of 
history, since the author now passes, at once, to the period of his death, 
in the seven hundred and sixteenth of the Hidjerah. Towards the close 
of thevear,aboutafortnightafter hisreturn to Sultauniahfrom ahuntinsr 
party, he became indisposed ; and his disorder assuming a very serious 
appearance, all the powers of medicine were called into exertion by 
his physicians, to give him relief ; and they were at first successful. 
But, unfortunately, conceiving that his complaint was entirely remov- 
ed, the Sultan ventured to make use of his baths, and imprudently 
indul'j^ed in some species of diet unsuitable to his state of health. The 
result wasadcingerous relapse; from which, neither the skill of his phy- 
sicians, nor the aid of medicine, any longer availed to recover liiin. 
Helinnuishing then every hope of the recovery of their sovereign, the 
principal Amcirs of the court now dispatched into Khorassaun ; to an- 
nounce to Abu Sacid, the circumstances of his father^s danger, and 
to urge the necessity ofhis immediate presence at Saltauniah, in order 
to secure the throne ofhis ancestors, while his royal parent was yet 
alive. Before that object could, however, he attained, the dying mon- 
arcli breathed his last, on the evening of the first of Shavaiil,^ being 
that of the festival at the conclusion of the fast of Ramzaun, in the 
thirty sixth year of his age, and aftcra prosperous reign of twelve years, 
five months, and ten days. He was committed to the grave, with the 
usual solemnities, in the mausoleum erected by himselt adjoining to 
the principal mosque of Siiltaiiniali, opposite, or near to tlie gate ot 
Alburz. 

This monarch has been also greatly eulogized for luA extensive ])a- 
tronagT' of letters and literary nu n : since, exclusive ot otlier liberal 
establisliinents for tlic advance men L ot kno>vledgc. and the culti '»'at:oa 
of thescieuccs, supported by his bounty in ditrerenl parts ot the empire- 

♦ December IGtlj, 13 LG, 

4 N 


A. H. 713 IG. 
A. D. 1313-lU* 

Habcib-us- 

sevr. 


VOL* Jl* 



A, H. 71(3*17. 
A.D. 1:316-17. 

liubeib-us- 


642 

one liundrctl inulviiluals distinguished for their genius and talents, 
are stated to have been maintained in constant attendance about his 
person, whether in peaceful quarters, or in the field. If, indeed, any 
credit be due to the testimony of his cotemporary, the author of the 
Tarikh guzeidah, Ouljaitu, from the unclouded prosperity and benevo- 
lenceofhis reign, is to be classed in the most distinguished rank among 
the princes of of the race of Jengueiz. The splendor of that family in 
Iran, is, indeed, considered under him to have attained its zenith ; and, in 
short, he is represented to have been a just, prudent, magnanimous, 
and accomplished prince, equally respected abroad, from the terror of 
his arms, and beloved by his people for the paternal mildness of his 
gov'ernment. 

The building of Sultauniah by this monarch has been already ad- 
verted to. It is here described to have formed an exact stpiare of five 
hundred cubits, with a gate in each face, and defended in the whole, 
by sixteen towers. Tlie ramparts were constructed of hewn stone, 
and they were ot such a width as to admit of four horsemen riding 
abreast without inconvenience. This must, doubtless, refer to the castle ; 
foi the city of Sultauniah must have greatly surpassed the narrow li- 
mits of a square of three hundred yards. Within that square was 
however included the mausoleum erected for his grave, of which the 
dome is described to have been sixty cubits iu diameter, and one hun- 
dred and twenty, or just double, in height; together witli the principal 
mosque, an edifice ot very finished worknumsliip, also erected by him, 
with its several apptn Jages, consisting of refectory, halls for reading, 
and college ; with an establishment of sixteen lecturers or professors, 
and accommodation and maintt nance for two lunulriHl students. 

Among the writers, who flourished under the reign of Ouljaitu, we 
shall Only mention Abu Suliman F akher-ud-deiii Daoud, of Binauket, 
or I'imuiket, on the banks ot tlm Seyhun, the author of the llouzut ul- 
lubaub th.^ paradise of the understanding; biUter known to the ori- 
entals by tlm title of the Tarikh Binaukety, or chronicle of the histo- 
rian of Binauket.* 

* I- or tins ciiwriiiination of the fact, the « liter of these pajics is more particularly indebt- 
ed to the inturm..Uon ot id, le, tn.d acquaiiilaiice Sir William Ouseley; from whose inge- 
mou , re,ear -lie, ti,, -f oriental literature may yet hope to derive much additional 

gratihcattou, ot the highest order, ou his return from the mission to Persia, 
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Sultan Alla-ud-clein Abu Saeid Bahauder Klaun,the sonofOuI- 
jaitu, ninth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

When accounts reached him, about the conclusion of the year seven 
hundred and sixteen, of the demise of his father, the young Sultan, 
■at this period in the twelfth year of his age, was in Mazanderaun. 
From thence, after deferring his journey long enough to be joined by 
AmeirSounje, his Atabek, or governor, from Khorassaun, he now has- 
tened towards Irak ; and, on his arrival in the neigborhood, was con- 
ducted into Sultauniah,by Ameir Tchobaun, at the head oft he nobility, 
and principal inhabitants of that metropolis. After the customary 
period had been devoted to discharge the duties of filial affection, and 
respect for the memory of his father, a general assembly was convened 
on the plain of Sultauniah ; in the presence of which, on the first of 
Suffurof the six hundred and seventeenth of the Hidjerah,* Ameir Tcho- 
baun supporting him on the right hand, and Ameir Sounje on the left, 
he was, with universal applause publicly seated on the throne of Hu- 
la ukh. 

Being yet in his minority, the Sultan appears to have deputed the 
supreme authority of the state to Ameir Tchobaun : couliauing, howe- 
ver, the office ofVezzeir to Khaiijah Reshid-ud-dein, and Khaujah Ally 
Shah in conjunction, as formerly. The government of Diaurbekir was 
at the same time conferred on .‘\meir Terenjein, and that of Roiim, or 
that part of Anatolia annexed to the persian empire, on Teymur Taush, 
the son of the regent Tchobaun. 

The intellectual powers, and singular prudence of the Yezzeir, Rcs- 
hid-nd-dein razzel-uilah, have already in some degree c!a.'4ned tlie at- 
tention of the reader ; more particularly, as the author of a innch res- 
pected orientalchronicle, entitled the Jaunimia-ul-towannkh Resiiidy. 
He had conducted his ministry with distinguished reputation, through 
the latter part of the reign of Ghazan Khaiui, and the whole of that of 
Khodabundah, or Ouljaith, in whose favor he held a more conspicuous 
share than in that, even, of his royal brotlmr. And. he ap|)cars to have 
rendered hi;n«e]f equally worthy' of ids high deslinv. by tiie uniform 
justice of Ids demeanor towards all classes of society, and bv his boun- 
tiful eacoura-reiacnt of learning and science, in all its Notaries ; of which 
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A. H. 717 . he left numerous and extensive proofs in different parts of Azerbii- 

A. D. 1317. jaun and Irak. 

lUibeib us- Khaujah Ally Shah the Jilaunian, his associate in the miaistrVj had 
“ ‘ it seems, towards the conclusion of the reign of Ouljaitu, arrogated to 
himself rather more importance in his station, than his collogue was 
disposed to submit to ; and of this the latter embraced an opportunity 
of complaining to his master. He requested at the same time, that if, 
as he conceived himself warranted in the expectation, he was to be 
considered the superior in his office. Ally Shah miglit also be made to 
obey him in every other circumstance ; on the contrary, if he was him- 
self to be considered in any respect subordinate in the Vizzaurut to 
his collegue, he must intreat to be employed in some other department 
of the state. Nevertheless, if Ally Shah could be brought to accede 
to either of the following propositions, he would, for his own part, still 
continue to act in conjunction with him. First, that Ally Shah should 
undertake the entire present management of the department of fin- 
ance, while JChaujah lleshid-ud-dcin should be alone responsible 
for the accounts of preceding years. Secondly, that all affairs con- 
nected with the office of I czzcir should l)e vested in the discretion of 
Khaujah Reshid alone, so as to be exclusively accountalile to the so- 
vereign. Or thirdly, that the whole of the prov'inces of the empire 
should be arranged under two equal and separate departments ; one 
consigned to each Vezzeir independently, and each of these restrained 
respectively from interfering with the department of the other. To 
all these, Ouljaitii appears to have objected, alleging that both his min- 
isters, however in different respects, w'ere equally worth v of his con- 
fidence, the one from his wisdom matured b\' the ex[)erience of age, 
and the other with uniivalle'l talents, in the prune and vigour of life. 
He therefore signified his pleasure that they should continue to offici- 
ate in conjunction; the elderexhibiting a reasonable indulgence to the 
limited experience of his collegue, and the younger yiekhng due de- 
ference to the maiurer age of his senior. 

Compelled to acquiesce in the decision of their sovereign, thus ex- 
plained to them, the two Vezzeirs proceeded as formerl/ to transact 
the civil affairs of the government, in conjunction. But, on the acces- 
sion of Abu Saeid,theauimosjtiesof tile rival statesmen again broke out; 
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commencing, however, on the part of the yotmger, in an unsuccess- 
ful attempt to impeach the integrity of his collegue, on a charge of 
embezzlement, or corrupt appropriatioii of the revenue. On theothCr 
hand, with the propensity, as our author seems disposed to think, na- 
tural to men of that class, some officers of revenue proposed to Khaujah 
ileshid, to insinuate themselves into the confidence of Ally Shah, iii 
order to discover some sirounds to establish against him a charge, si- 
milar to that which he had attempted to bring forward against his rival. 
With this proposal, Khanjah Ileshid, whose temper was equally mild 
and easy in the extreme, refused to concur ; offering at the same time 
if it proceeded from any injury on the part of his collegue, to use his 
influence with him to redress them. Disappointed in their views on 
Ileshid, these men are said to have applied themselves next to the 
other Vezzeir ; in whom they found an instrument better framed fur 
their purpose, and with whom they immediately united in collecting 
proofs of guilt, against his innocent and unsuspecting associate. Cor- 
rupted at the same time by the gold of Ally Shah, the personal min- 
isters, of Abu Saeid succeeded in influencing their master to the pre- 
judice of Ivhaiijah Reshid ; and the young monarch, towards the close 
of the month of Riidjub,* was at last prevailed upon to remove this 
able and virtuous statesman from all his employment^; notwithstand- 
ing the express opinion to the contrary of his Atabek, AmeirSounje. 
Tile latter then labouring under severe indisposition, and dying on the 
twentieth of Zilkaudah of the seven hundred and seventeenth of the 
Hidjerah,! at ISIahoul, where he was with his imperial pupil, on the 
Mxiy to pass the winter at Baghdad, was by these circumstances, per- 
adventure, prevented from excrtiiigthat influence, which might other- 
ivisc have been sufficient to protect the unfortunate Vezzeir from tlie 
malignant designs of his enemies. At the opening of the spring, Abu 
Saeid returned to Sidtauniali. 

In the mean time, Khaujah Reshid had retired on his dismission to 
reside at Tebreiz ; and Ameir Tchobaun having remained, during the 
absence of the Siiltaii, on the frontiers of Azerbaijaun, engaged in the 
amusements of the chase, ventured to request an interview witli the 
discarded minister; to whom he declared without reserve, that he con- 
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celvecl hispresene^e in the councils of his sovereign to be ns indispen- 
sable as the very salt to their meals ; and he accordingly proceeded by every 
argument he could devise, to urge the necessity ot his immediate re- 
turn to court, to resume his employments. Khaujah Reshid, for some 
time, continued to resist his importunities, on the plea of advanced 
age, and declining life ; of the treatment which he had experienced, 
as singularly unmerited, as his fortune had been unprecedented. 
That he had, however, thirteen sons, by their talents and experience, 
abundantly qualified to supply his place ; and he trusted that while on 
his part, he devoted the remains of life to secure a pardon for the errors 
of humanity, the agents of his master’s authority would draw' the pen 
of oblivion through the record of his oflfendings ; would dispense with 
the further services of one now bent to the earth under the weight of 
years, and infirmity : and that they would finally forget that there was 
any longersucha man in existence. Nevertheless, Amcir Tchobaun 
becoming still more importunate in his solicitations, and the habitual 
love of power possibly adding its influence, Reshid at last reluctantly 
yielded to his wishes. 

But, when intelligence of what was in agitation was conveyed to Ally 
Shah, and the party who had conspired to the ruin of the aged Vezzeir, 
they became to a very considerable degree alarmed ; and thev hastened 
without delay to adopt those measures that appeared liest calculated 
to avert the danger. The most effectual was by a very considerable 
sum of money to prevail upon Abu Bukker Ag,t, the oracle of Ameir 
Tchobaun’s opinions, to prejudice the mind of his pupil against Ivhau- 
jah Reshid ; and Ameir Tchobaun, although in other respects irre- 
proachable, being a man of great simplicity and flexibility of mind, 
easily wrought upon, by such as had any interest in practicing on his 
credulity, little difficulty was experienced to persuade him, that Ibrau- 
bim, one ofthe sons of the Vezzeir, who was the Sherbet-daur, or chief 
butler of the late Ouljaitu, had been induced at the suggestion of his 
father, to poison his master; and that this was the true cause ofthe 
premature death of that respectable monarch. The atrocious charge 
was immediately communicated to Abb Saeid, by Ameir Tchobaun ; 
and the accusation being confirmed by the t(>stimony of several ofthe 
Ameirs ofthe court, who had been suborned for thatpurpose,thelearued 
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ani^l uprici;ht niinisterwM^ conclcmned without altornativo to die. Hav- 
ing first struck olT, before his eyes^ the head of his son Ibrauliim, the 
executioner addressed himself to the further discharge of hisolfice, upon 
the unhappy father ; who desired hinij when he should have inflicted 
the stroke of death, to inform All}" Shah on the part of his suffering 
collogue, that having sought the life, and brought about the condemn-. 
ation of an innocent man, the unerring hand of justice, would most 
assuredly, at some period or other, avenge the injury ; and that if there 
existed any shadeof difference between hisown destiny, and that which 
was reserved for his persecutor, it would appear in this circumstance 
alone; that while tlie tomb of him who now suffered innocently, would 
continue a memorial to distant ages, that of the other would not be 
suffered to stand for many days, before it would be demolished by the 
just rageof an indignant people. It will however be seen in the sequel, 
that this prediction was not justified by the event. The executioner 
then dove his victim in twain, without giving himself much concern 
as to the subject of his guilt or innocence ; the Ilebbia-resheid y a 
neiglil)oring town de]KMKlent on, and possibly erected by the sufferer, 
was given up to pi'llage; and the entire pro[)erty of the family seized 
as a forteiture to the imperial treasury. The death of ileslud-ud-dein 
took place on the seventeenth of the former Jummaudy of the seven 
hundred and eighteenth of the Ilidjerah the exact year being ex- 
pressed by the letters, numerically taken, of the Arabic sentence, Tau- 
ha-scrrchii — may he rest in peace. 

The manner in which, towards the close of the reign of Ouljaitu, 
the Tcheghatayan Shahzadali Beyssour was permitted to chuse an 
asylum at Baudgheiss, has already claimed our attention. L nhappily, 
on intelligence oi the death of that monarch, the ambition ot ap|)ropri- 
ating to himself the noble province of Ivhorassaun, immediately tas- 
tt^ned on the mind ot the tugiriv'e ; and lie secretly communicated ^vith 
Anieir Bcktnfe, the associate of his exile, the design to which tiicmi- 
noritvofAbu Saeid had possibly given birth; representing at the same 
time the expediency in the first instance, ot some plan to cut oil Ameir 
A>ssawul, the imperial lieutenant, as the principal bar to its accom- 
plishment. This was greatly facilitated by the arbitrary and oppressive 
measures with which, on various pretexts for raising money, Yes- 
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A. H. TlS. sawul persecuted the inhabitants of his government; among others 
A. D. 1318 , of providing for theentertainment, on different occasions, of 

Habeib-us- Tcheghatayan Shahzadah himself, which finally brought upon this 
tyrannical proconsular the universal execration of the people. And 
hence, the two chiefs who were conspirins: to ruin him, might ob- 
scurely intimate that as the care of entertaining them might at no dis- 
tant period be transferred to other hands, it behoved them while the 
means were in their power, at least to make sure of Yessawul. 

For this an opportunity was not long w^anting. Ameir Yessawul 
with the produce of his arbitrary exactions, consisting of a variety of 
gold and silver furniture, of horses of the choicest Arabian breed, and 
slaves of the greatest beauty, with two thousand sheep, three hundred 
asses, or perhaps mules with articles for the table, and sundry dried skins, 
of wine, (liorachios) had set out for the residence of the Tcheghatavan ; 
but coming first to the station selected for the abode of his followers 
by Ameir Bektub,he there halted to refresh and regale himself. AYhilc 
thus employed without sus{)icion of evil, he was however surprised bv 
the report of one of his attendants, that the retainers of Ameir Bektub 
had made prisoners of a part ot his people, and were too evidently ap- 
proaching to ofler violence to himselt. Yessawul instantlv mounting 
his horse, made the best of his way towards Irak ; and he had not pro- 
ceeded to the distance of half a league, before Shahzadah Bevssour en- 
teied his camp, and plundered it ot all its contents. ^ essawul found 
his letieat cut ofl in the neighborhood ot Jauin, by a detachment of 
htt\ hoir,e, under Mubaurck Shall Oujaunv, a chief who had borne 
him agrudge ot long duration. Here he was comiielled to combat for 
cxisteiKc, and ha\ ingvvith him no more than thirty horse against fiftv, 
he wiis soon killed. 


As soon as they became known at Sultauniah, Ameir Eyss Kiitlugh 
was dispatched hy Abu Saeid to compose the disorders in Ivhorassaiin ; 
but, when that chiettam reached the borders of the province, he was 
met by Ameir Bektubwith a message from Shahzadah Beyssour, an- 
nouncing that having without the slightest provocation, formed a de- 
sign against the life of the Shahzadah, Yessawul had been unavoidably 
destroyed, in his attempt to curry it into execution. Contrary to ail 
reasonable expectation, Kutliigh proceeded to treat the agent of the 
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usurper with distinguished kindness, and finallydismissedhim w'tth the 
declaration, that the Ameirs ofKhorassaun were henceforward bound 
toyield obedience tothe authority of Shahzadab Beyssour ; from whom 
a paper was shortly afterwards received, in which he professed to ac- 
knowledge the supremacy of AbuSaeid, and with which, in thesimpli- 
city natural to the Moghuls, Kutlugh returned satisfied to Sultauniah. 
He died some time after this, on his way to Karabaugh, whither he 
was proceeding by order of his sovereign. 

The successful termination of his conference with Eyss Kutlugh 
completely established Ameir Bektub in the favor of Shahzadab Beys- 
sour, who furnished him with the last proof of his confidence, by plac- 
ing him, with one thousand of his bravest followers well equipped and 
armed, in charge of Baudgheiss ; the Shahzadab withdrawing in his 
own person into Gurrumseyr, whither he had already dispatched his 
family, in order to provide against the contingencies of adverse fortune. 
M'hen he had reached his destination, and had enjoyed a short in- 
terval of repose, he there finally determined on hostilities against the 
authority of Abu Saeid ; and with that determination he now entered 
Seiestaun, the lieutenant of which, Nausser-ud-dcin, he had by letter 
jjreviously invited to submit to his power. Terrified at his approach, 
Nausser-ud-dein at first prepared to transmit to him a moiety of the 
revenue of his province, by way of Peishlcesh, in acknowledgement of 
submission ; but discovering, in the interim, that Teymur, the chief 
of the Nikoudrians, had resolved to oppose the pretensions of the Tche- 
ghatayan, and that Gheyauth-ud-dein prince of Herat, had also dis- 
dained to listen to any proposals from him, the governor of Seiestaun? 
on further reflection, proceeded to put the agents of the Shahzadah to 
death, and at the same time conveyed to him a message of defiance. In 
consequence of this, Beyssour proceeded on his part to over-run and 
plunder the frontiers of the province, putting great numbers of the in- 
habitants to the sword without mercy. Turning then upon the Ni- 
koudrians, he defeated and killed their chief, the Teymur just menti- 
oned; after which his attention became exclusively directed towards 
the accomplishment of his more important enterprize, t'le subjuL''atiotx 
of Khorassaun. 
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Very punctiially informed of the design, the prince of Hermit dis- 
patched to apprize some of the Ameirs of Abu Saeid’s troops, then 
stationed at Raudegan, of what was in agitation. To this however 
they paid no attention ; ascribing the message to a disposition on the 
part of the Tazeik, or Persian, as they chose to denominate Gheyauth- 
ud-dein in contempt, to produce among them an alarm, of which they 
disdained to be thought capable. They could not be persuaded that 
the Tcheghatayan would ever presume to oppose the power of their 
master ; neither did they conceive it probable, were he ever so well dis- 
posed to make the attempt, that he would With the force which he 
could command, dare to set his tace towards Ivhorassaun, with any 
hostile design. Having nevertheless, assembled the whole of his fol- 
lowers, and confiding the place which he had chosen for the residence 
ofhisfamily,to the protection of his son Jouky, orTcbougui, Beyssour 
proceeded, in the middle ot the latter Jumniaudv of the seven hundred 
and eighteenth ot the Hidjerab,* on his wmy into Khorassaun. On his 
arrival at Tchesht, hewas joinedby AmeirBektub, and theother chiefs, 
whom he had left at Baudgheiss, and he now resolved to push without 
dela\ for Alazanderaun ; but not betore he had made one other attempt 
to persuade AlelekGheyauth ud-dein of Herat, to submit to his author! v ; 
which was finally repelled with disdain. 

Thus totally disappointed in his views on Herat, Beyssour, in the 
month ofRudj ub,-]- hastened with his utmost expedition towards Ramle- 
gan ; where he completely succeeded in surprising the generals of Ahu 
SAeid, in their dream of security, and in making himsplf master of all 
their equipments, together with a vast multitude of sheep, and cattle 
ofeverv description. Ameir Bektub then advanced on the one hand 
toDamaghaun, while the Shahzhdah proceeded, without sufifenug his 
attention to be diverted to any other object, until he found himsc^lf in 
the heart of Alazanderaun. He there committed deplorable devasta- 
tion, making captives of nearly ten thousand of the Seyuds, and most 
distinguished inhabitants of the province. 

Ills career was, however, now drawing to its conclusion. When he 
had continued his violentproceedings in Alazanderaun for some months, 
at last announced to him, that the troops of Abu Saeid were 
•.Avgust, 1318, d September, 
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advancing in great force to expel him, under Ameir Hussejuie Gure- 
kan, sometimes denominated Ameir Husseyne Buzurg, the son of 
Aukbouka Jellaeir. Beyssour immediately withdrew from the pro- 
vince, although it was in the middle of winter,* making the best of 
his way to Neyshapur. Into that city he sent a thousand of his sol- 
diers, in order to raise a heavy contribution on the inhabitants ; but 
when these agents of violence had exhausted every expedient of com- 
pulsion to extort their property from the citizens, and before they had 
yet been able to secure the fruits of their iniquitous proceedings, the 
report which they received, that Ameir Husseyne was suddenly ap- 
proaching in eager pursuit, compelled them, not only to abandon their 
prey, but their very helmets and turbans, and to shift for themselves by 
a precipitate flight. Beyssour next appeared in the neighborhood of 
?dush-hed, and the mausoleum of AllyRuzza; and there receiving in- 
telligence that Gheyauth-ud-dein Guerret, the prince of Herat, had 
taken advantage of his absence, to employ a detachment of Ghourians 
in the plunder of Baudgheiss, by which Ameir Bektub and his follow- 
ers were stripped of the whole of their property, the circumstance af- 
fected him with equal rage and distraction of mind. Hence, when 
Seyud Buddur-ud-dein, the chief, with the other Seyuds, residents of 
Mush-hed attended to visit him, with such presents as on the spur of 
the occasion they had been able to provide, the Tcheghatayan, after 
compelling them to stand in his presence, for the whole of the interval 
between the hours of meridian and afternoon prayer, sullenly refused 
to reply to their salutation, or to notice them in any shape. The gentle 
Shahzadah, as he is here called in irony, then sternly told them that 
his soldiers must be supplied with provisions and forage, and his kitch- 
ens with good mutton for the table. Buddur-ud-dein assured him 
that his wishes would be cheerfully complied with ; and requested that 
some of his followers might be permitted to accompany them into the 
town, in- order to collect all that was required for the supply ot both 
himself and his army. A detachment of three hundred men proceeded 
accordingly, in company with the Seyuds, to take chargeof this supply, 
which was determined at fi\ e hundred sheep, three hundred ass-loads of 
flowet, and five luindred of barley ; together with such other articles as. 
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thp ti'OAps rniglit lie; iiulvo ininu;didtely in want of. Lutidiir-utl-tl^in 
cnndu.-ted tbe d.-tachintMU into tljc city, and having lodged them se- 
curely enough ill a jiavticular fjuai'ter, that very night caused the 
whole ot them to he put to deatli, togetuer with many others ot the 
Beyssouiians who had, tor a variety of purposes, at the same tune en- 
tered the place. With the horses and arms of tho^e whom he had thus 
destroved, Buddur-ud-dein then made up a very suitable present, with 
which, on his arrival in the neighborhood, he hastened to an interview 
V ith Amcir Husseyne Gurekan ; by whom he was rece.ived with dis- 
tinguished kindness. 

On theotherhand,passingtotheneighborhood of Jaum, Beyssour sent 
todemand the attendanceofShahaub-ud-deinlssmin il.whopresided in 
that town, in order to extort a supply of some kind or other fordiis 
followers, and received a very peremptory refusal ; the chief taking 
post in a Koushek, Kiosk, or country lioiise in the vicinity, and re- 
pelling with his arrows the approach of those who came to repeat 
the messages of the Tcheghatayan. In the mean time, the exhausted 
state of his cattle had compelled Ameir Husseyne to suspend his pur- 
suit for some days, in the luxuriant pasturage alForded among the mea- 
dowsofilaudegan ; adelay, ofvvhich Beyssourand Bektub availed them- 
selves to ravage the territory of Herat ; which city they at last pro- 
ceeded to invest in form, expecting that they should yet succeed in 
terrifyingGheyauth-ud-deiii Guerret, into a restoration of the property 
plundered at Baudgheiss. Every device to obtain that object, whe- 
ther by negocialion or hostility, proving however fruitless ; and the 
reports of Ameir Husseyiie’s approach becoming every hour more 
frequent and elarming, the Shahzadah saw no other alternative than 
that of retiring once more into Gnrrumseyr, probably the country so 
called between Kermaun and the sea coast. Ameir Elussevne ap- 
peared before Herat, towards the close of the year seven hundred and 
nineteen, and having by every mark of favor and regard, evinced his 
approbation of the conduct of Gheyauth-ud-dein, proceeded without 
delay, in conjunction with that chief, in pursuit of the Beyssourians ; 
of whom having cut off a considerable number, he returned for the 
present, without prosecuting his advantage, to Herat. 
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111 the course of the fullowing year, Kep-oik Khaiin the son of Do-.va 
KliiU'.n, monarch of 'rransoxiana, having received intelligence of the ^ 
ungrateful contest in whicli Bevssour was engaged vvitli his benefac- 
tors, determined to gratify the impulse of domestic revenge by imme- 
diately co-operating to his destruction. For this purpose hedispatoh- 
ed the Shahzadahs Eiltcliigadai, Kustum, and Monguly Khaujah, at 
the head often thousand horse, across thcAmuyah; with instructions 
not to return until they had efTectuuHy terminated the career of Beys- 
sour, and his associate exile Ameir Bektub. He emplov'ed, at the 
same time, an agent with Ameir Ilusscync, to urge the expediency, on 
his part, ofsendinga proportion of the army of tvliorassaun, to support 
the Tcheghatayan troops in the extermination of the rebels. A body 
of twenty thousandinen wasaccordiitgly equippedby Ameir Ilusseyne, 
and directed to follow in the steps ot the 1 cheghatayans. But, hen 
this force had proceeded to the station of Kherseng, they learnt that 
Shabz'Jidab Beyssour bad already fallen into the hands of his pursuers. 

Ou arriving within about ten, or perhaps, two farsangs ot the resi- 
dence of Beyssour, it appears that some emissaries were sent by those 
in pursuit of him, to tamper with the fidelity ot his principal officers ; 
who finally succeeded, by very liberal promises, in engaging them to 
abandon their chief in the hour of battle, and to join his adversaries, 
TheSfahzadah on his part, as soon as he discovered that the Tchegh- 
atavan troops were in his neighborhood, with an unsuspecting con- 
fidence in the attachment of hisfollowers, resolutely prepared to combat 
them sword in hand. But, his officers suddenly f|uitting him the mo- 
ment they had been arranged in their posts for the battle, and going 
over to the enemy, the Tcheghatayan chiefs immediately rushed on- 
W'ards to assail the Shahzadah. Coming however fust upon Ameir 
Bektub, and striking off his head, Beyssour had an opportunity of per- 
ceiving his danger, and immediately betook himseit to flight. Eiltchi- 

gadai, with one thousand horse, w'as dispatched in pursuit of him, 
attacked, and killed him. The Tchegatayans then seized his children 
and women, and returned with a very considerable booty to the east- 
ward of the Ox us ; and the disturbances thus for the present appeased, 
the people of Khorassaun were permitted to enjoy a short interval of 
comparative repose. 
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At the period when he detached Ameir Husseyne to oppose and 
quell the usurpation of Shahzadah Beyssour, Abu Saeid, to whom it 
becomes now necessary to return, was residing at Karabaugh, in the 
peninsula of the Kurr and Araxes ; and not long after the departure of 
that chief, he proceeded in person in the same direction, to support 
him in case of need, in his operations for the re-establishment of his 
authority in Khorassaun. He had, however, prosecuted his march no 
further than Beylekan, when he was compelled to suspend this olyect, 
by intelligence which reached him that the Khaun of the Ouzbeks, 
or of the Keptchauk Tartars, though this is the first instance in which 
we find them so designated, had issued from the plains on the Volga, 
and entered Georgia ; where he had defeated and cut to pieces, the of-r 
fleers charged with the defence of that quarter. The fugitives who 
had escaped, overtook the Sultan at this crisis ; and he conceived it 
expedient to return without delay, with the troops about his person, 
wbichdid not exceed two thousand horse, to make head against the in- 
vader ; and disposingofthese, on the right bank of the Kurr, iii a strai t, and 
perhaps extended line, from point to point, in order to conceal ' the dis- 
parity of numbers from the enemy, he encamped to watch their mo- 
tions. The Ouzbeks on the opposite side of theriver, employed them- 
selves, in the mean time, in overrunning ev'ery district of the adjoining 
territory, and in driving off the inhabitants into captivity. But Ameir 
Tchobaun arriving shortly afterwards, also from Beylekan, with a re- 
intorcemr.nt ot two tomauns to join his master, thev conceiv'ed it pru- 
dent to withdraw' ; vv hile d chobaun immediatelycrossed the Kurr, and. 
pursued them with great slaughter, as fiir as it was thought convenient. 
After which he returned, with a considerable number of prisoners, to 
rejoin the camp of his sovereign; who conceived it no more than just 
to acknowledge the important service performed on this occasion, by 
loading his general with additional honors and rewards. 

Ameir Tchobaun proceeding, however, to demand that certain of 
the chiefs, whom be had rescued from captivity during his successful 
pursuit of the Ouzbeks, should be brought to an account for their con- 
duct in Georgia, on the recent irruption ; and the son of Alynauk w'itlt 
some of his associate Muyans, having suffered the disciplineof the club. 
While others were degraded from rank for their behaviour, the circum- 



655 


stance became the source of the most dangerous discontent against that 
distinguished commander; and it was determined to seize the earliest 
opportunity of revenge. 

AbuSaeid, not long afterwards, returned toSfdtauniah ; while Tcho- 
baun marched again into Georgia, directing his course towards a 
station here called Koukteheh Tengueiz, and leaving part of his equip- 
ments, possibly his family, in charge of his son Hussun. His enemies 
conceiving this to be the opportunity for which they had been for some 
time on thewatch, hastened, like wolves in quest of theirprey, in search 
of Tchobaun. The latter was timely apprized of the design ; but un- 
able to give entire credit to his inforinalion, he employed two of his 
followers to ascertain the truth ; and these two persons falling into the 
hands of the malcontents, were immediately put to death. In the 
mean time, to prepare for the worst, Tchobaun secretly abandoned 
the cantonments, in which he had been previously stationed, and re- 
moved to join his son ; while the adverse Ameirs^coming at midnight, 
in the expectation of surprising his quarters, and finding their victim 
flown, were compelled to console themselves with plundering the 
station; after which they proceeded further in quest of Tchobaun. 
That chief no longerdeclined tomeetthem ; but, after opposing them for 
some time with very unequal numbers, and with his usual gallantry and 
resolution, he found himself, at last, constrained to fly. lie succeeded 
however, with some difficulty in conveying himself, in company with 
his son Hussun, to Tebreiz ; where he experienced all the consolations 
of friendship and gratitude from Ally Shah the Vezzeir, who accom- 
panied him soon afterwards, on his way to the presence of Abu Saeid. 

A mandate from the Sultan, purporting to authorize the death of 
Amcir Tchobaun, having, in the mean time, been fabricated, and ex- 
hibited to the people as they advanced, by the factious Ameirs, the cir- 
cumstance when it became known to him, did not fail to produce 
sonieslarmingsuspicionsin thatgeneral; and hewas, accordingly, prose- 
cutmghisjourney to Sidtauniah under considerable hesitation and dis- 
quietudeofmind. But the Vezzeir AllyShah,hasteningto court before 
him, and ascertaining that his favor with Abu Saeid was rather increas- 
ing, than on the decline, the minister dispatched without delay lore- 
move his apprehensions, and quicken his approach to the metropolis. 
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Tchobaun was thus encouraged to enter the presence of his master with 
unruffled confidence ; and he proceeded to communicate without re- 
serve, all that he had seen and heard with respect to the insurgents. 

On the other hand, Ameir Eirentchein, or perhaps Terentchein, who 
was father to one of the Sultan’s wives, at the head of the Ameirs of 
the adverse party, having drawn together a very superior force from 
various quarters of Azerbaijaun, had now crossed the Seffeid-rud, or 
wliite river ; and there taking post, prepared for battle. The Sultan, 
with Ameir Tchobaun, also advanced from Sultauniah in the same di- 
rection ; equally disposed to vindicate the authority of his government, 
and to protect the person of his general. In the mean time, repeated 
messages were conveyed by his daughter, to alarm the mind of Eiren- 
tchein against the probable coiisequencesof his rebellious conduct ; and 
to urge him to come to an accommodation, in the hope of being restored 
to the favor of her imperial consort. Eirentchein dispatched a mes- 
sage to inform his daughter in reply, that if her representations were to 
beat all relied on, and the Sultan were serious in his amicable profes- 
sions, it was expected that on the following day he would cause a 
whitestandard to be displayed, in that part of the field where he fought 
in person. Andthis was agreed to without a demur on the part of Abu 
Saeid. 

But, the next day, when this standard was displayed according 
to promise, a persuasion run through the ranks of the insurgents, that 
the troops of the Sultan were either averse tOj or dreaded a conflict 
W'ith them ; and deriving additional confidence from such a belief, they 
hastened to commence the action, with all the arrogance to which it had 
given birth. T he resolution w'ith which their adversaries advanced 
to repel the attack, might however have tended in some measure to 
dissipate theillusion ; but, the Sultan having directed the head of Ameir 
Sheikh Ally, the son of Eirentchein, to he struck off, and affixed to 
the point of a spear, proclaiming, at the same time, that such .would 
be the flite of every rebel to the cause of his sovereign, the indignation 
of the father was so inflamed hy the spectacle, that rushing into the 
liattle with impetuous fury, and accompanied by his wife the princess 
Kunjeshk, he produced such extraordinary havoc among the Abu 
Saeidians, as threatened to terminate in the most fatal result. At this 
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crisis, the young Sultan now in his seventeenth year engaged in the 
conflict; and exhibited such conspicuous proofs of gallantry and ad- 
dress, that his principal commanders, animated by his example, and 
casting away the reins of a more cautious circumspection, precipitated 
themselves individually, and at once, on the front of the enemy. A 
strong wind arising at the same time, and carrying the dust in heavy 
clouds directly into the frees of the insurgents, furnished an adv'antage 
which left the victory no longer doubtful. Many of the rebel chiefs 
met their fate in the field of battle ; others, among whom was the ge- 
neral Eirentchein, fell alive into the hands of the imperial party ; and 
being conveyed to Sultauniah, were there suspended to gibbets, and 
fires being kindled beneath them, they were in that manner tortured 
to death. 

The singular valour displayed by the youthful monarch on this occa- 
sion, gave liim an undoubted claim to the appellation of Bahauder , — 
heroic ; which was now bestowed upon him by the voice of the army ; 
and the imperial secretaries received instructions to add this to his other 
titles. The letters which were circulated to announce the victory ac- 
cordingly opened with the following preamble — L l-Sultan-ul-auddel- 
Ab u Sue id Bahauder A7m Siiltan Abu Siieid, the just, the heroic 
lord. 

In the seven hundred and twenty first of the Ilidjerah, AmcirTcho- 
baun solicited, and obtained in marriage the hand of the princess Sautyt 
or Sauky Beg, the daughter of Ouljaitu, and sister of his sovereign ; 
which appears to have placed him on the very pinnacle of his glory, and 
bevond which indeed, as a subject, it was impossible to ascend tuit her.. 
In the course of the vear following occurred the death of AmcirHus- 
sevne, the son of Aukboukaot the tribe of Jellaeir, at this peiiod go- 
vernor of Ivhorassaun ; and occasionally denominated by histoiiaiis 
Sheikh llussevne Evlckhauny, ami Sheikh ilussejiie Buzuig, whose 
children were "destined for a siiort time to fill the throne of the Persian 
monarchy. During thesameycar,thesevcn hundred and twenty second 
ofthe Ilidjerah,* AmeirTchobaiinexperienccd the mortification to learn 
that his son Teymur Tausb, who held the government of Hume, or 
that part of Anatolia subject to the Persian empire, had been mis-led 
by the suggestions of some gross and ignorant flatterers, to usurp the 
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A. II. 7-35--21. functions of royalty ; anrl, protending to the character of the Mehecly. 

expected by the brithful at the latter age of the world, had entered 
llal>cib«5- gj-j filliance witli the princes of Syria and Egypt, with a view to 
.secure their support in the plans which he was forming, for the subju- 
gation of Azerbaijaun, and the two great provinces of Arabian and 
Persian Irak. The old cliiefwas however, no sooner apprized of the 
dangerous and disloyal designs of his son, than he disclosed to the 
Sultan so much of the intelligence that had reached him, as he thought 
necessary, and directed his inarch with a bod y of troops for the Ana- 
tolian frontier. But the approach of his father being announced to 
Teymur Taush, he suddenly abandoned his ambitious views, and has- 
tened without delay to casthimself upon his mercy. Tchobaun, after 
putting the mischievous vidvisers of rebellion to the sword, returned 
into Azerbaijaun, and there deliv'ered his disloyal son, bound, into the 
hands of his sovereign. Prom a regard to the unshaken attachment 
of the father, Abu Saeid bestowed his pardon upon the rebel, and im- 
mediately employed him, moreover, to command in Kermaun. 

Of the seven hundred and twenty third of the Ilidjerah, the greater 
part appears to have been consumetl in the prosecution of some verv 
odious and vexatious claims laidby Ameir Tchobaun, to various lauds 
and other hereditaments in Irak Ajein; liaving iieen persuaded, bv 
persons otherwise interested in tiie question, to consider liiinself tlie 
only legitimate surviving heir of Xauz Khautun, princess of Kurdis- 
taun, represented to have been married to his father, Melek Bahaudt r 
the son of Toudan Nuyan. Without, however, harassing the reader 
Avith the detail, it will be sufficient to note, that these claims were 
fonnded on a variety of Kabaulah, title deeds, or charters, either gen- 
uine or fictitious, placed in the hands of Tchobaun, bv individuals who 
had objects in contemplation, to the attainment of which he was thus 
to be made instrumental. By the intemperate and illjudged avidity 
with which he was led to engage in these views, and by the apprehen- 
sions excited to a great extent, by this litigation of property on the 
representation of every insidious informer, Tchobaun rendered himself 
at last the object oi universal ill-will, if not of execration. With an at- 
tention to the tranquillity of thesul.ject, which reflects honor on his 
memory, Ally Shah the V ezzeir interfered to remonstrate with Tcho- 
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baun, on the rapacious propensity .which seemed to have taken posses- 
sion of him ; and having consigned to his agents, on the part of the 
Sultan, certain districtsin .Anatolia, in exchange for whathe conceived 
liiniselfentitled to, as the heirofNauz Khautun, together witli twenty 
thousand dinaurs from his own private purse, he finally prevailed upon 
him toforego these vexatious proceedings, and to imprecate upon him- 
self the most serious curse, if ever he attempted to revive them. 

The respectable Tauje-ud-dein Ally Shah did not long survive this 
jiopular and benevolent exertion of his influence. He was attacked 
by a complaint which equally baflled the skill of medicine, and the 
solicitude of his sovereign for his recovery ; and he expired at Oiijaun, 
in the seven hundred and twenty fourth of the Hidjerah, not less re. 
grctted by that sovereign, than lamented by his fellow subjects. His 
remains were conveyed to Tebreiz, and deposited in the contiguity of 
a inostjue which iiad been erected by himself in tliat city. Of all the 
tninisters of the race of Hiilauku, he is recorded as the only one, who 
escaped a violent death ; as a statesman of corisumtnace talents, and 
extensive resources of mind, his fame could not have been soon for- 
gotten; and he left in different parts of Azerbai jaun and Irak,notwih- 
standingthe prediction of his coadjutor recently adverted to, endow- 
ments of charity, and structures devoted to the purposes of religion,., 
of a snflieient magnitude long to preserve his memory from oblivion. 
Abu Sueicl was very honorably disposed, through a sense of gratitude, 
to place the \’izzaurut in the hands of one of the surviving sonsofthe 
deceased minister ; but the two brothers quarrelling, and mutually 
chargiiigeach other with corrupt and fraudulent practices, in the course 
of their employment under their father's ministry, the whole of the pro- 
perty accumulated by him, during a life of zealous service to the state, 
was finally confiscated ; and instead of succeeding to the highest dig- 
nities in the empire, the wretched brothers were both condemned to 
c.Nist in obscurity and indigence.. 

Tlic vacant appointment was, upon this, conferred by the Sultan, 
upon Rokken-ud-dein Suein, the son of Zeiai-ul-mulk Mahommed 
the latter of whom had held the office of Kauzy to the armies, either 
of Sultan Mahommed the Khaurezmian himself, or of some other of. 
the last of that family. Tver since he had attained to years of discre.- 
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tk)H, Rokken-ucl-dein had served among tlic retainers attached to the 
person of Am^ir Tchobaiin, who had promoted and encouraged his 
early merit ; and throiigli whose influence he found himself now' raised 
to the first civil dignity of the state. 

One of tlie daughters of Ameir Tcliobaun, whose name was Bagh- 
dad Khautun, is described to have been a woman of exquisite beauty 
and attractions ; whose cheek surpassed the damask rose in bloom 
and fTeshness, and the brilliance of whose charming features eclipsed, 
the lustre of the moon and stars. This masterpiece of nature’s work- 
manship had been married, in the seven hundred and twenty third of 
the Ilidjerah, to Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the son of Ameir llussevne 
Gurekan, recently noticed : but, some time in the seven hundred and 
twenty fiith (jt the Ilidjerah, it unfortunately happened that the voting 
Sultan, then in his twentieth year, should have seen and become most vio- 
lently emimouredot this bewitching female, to such a degree, asitissaid. 
astohavebeenequaily subdued in reason and in patience. Itisherestated 
to have been an article in the code of Jengueiz, that when the sover- 
eign evinced a predilection for the wife of any one of his good sub- 
jects, whatever his rank or dignity in the state, the husband was ex- 
pected immediately to divorce and send her to the imperial haram : 
and Abu Saeid, in one of the paroxysms of the delirium to which 
he was a prey, was induced to communicate, by a confidential person 
to Ameir Tchobaun, some hints of his attachment for his daughter, 
and of his expectation that it should be gratified without delav. " The 
reply which this haughty and powerful chieftain transmitted on the 
occasion, was, however, dictated by a jealousv of his honor, and 
a sentiment ot indignation, but little consonant with the view’s of.the 
bultan ; although the latter found it expedient for the present not to 
disclose his disappointment, whatever unfiworable impressions the 
unaccommodating demeanor of Tchobaun had left upon his mind. 

ese untoward circumstances appear to have occurred at Oujaun 
about the close of the summer of seven hundred and twenty five; and 

the w„.Krclr..,v ,„.ar, A.neir Tchoba,,,,. conceiving that' bv a separ- 
at,„„ from ,t, object, the Saltan migh, be able in some degr’ee to ex- 

.ngn„h “"warrantable pas, ion, availed himself of theoppottuni.v 

remove Ins daughter and son in law, to Karabatigh, in the peninsu- 
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la of tlic Kurr aiulOras ; while Abii SaciJ, with whatever reluctance, a. H. 7*25. 
proceeded to pass the winter at Baghdad. But instead of diminishing, A. D. 1325. 
this constrainedseparation contributed to augment and confirm beyond Hubeil^-us- 
controul, the delirium by which his faculties were by this time com- 
plctely subdued. 

At a conjuncture thus critical, Saein the Vezzeir, who had received 
on Ills advancement, or soon afterwards, the title of Nussret-ud-dein, 
found means to discover the change which had taken place in the Sul- 
tan’s disposition towards Tchobaun ; and he availed himself witliout 
naiiorseof the occasion to detail to his master, in terms which were 
calculated to soothe hisdisappointedfeelings, every circumstance that 
was offensiw, in the conduct of his early I)enefactor, and of hisdepeu- 
dents and relatives. And he finished the delineation by bringing to 
the Sultan’s recollection, tliat every dirhem ot tlie revenues ot the em- 
pire was entirely at the discretion ot tluso\cr grown subject; through 
whose exorbitant usurpation ot authority, neither minister, nor Ameir, 
nor noble of anv class, possessed any longer the slightest influence in 
the state. Tliese malevolent suggestions on tlie part of his Vezzeir, 
did not fail to sink deep into the mind of the young monarcli ; and in 
addition to the distaste already occasioned on tlie su!)ject ot Baghdad 
Khautun, completely filled the measure of his aversion to Ameir 1 clio- 
ha u n . 

i'erccivdng that Abu Saenl had, tor sev^cral days, declined givdng au- 
dience to his people, Tehohaim, in priv’ate ventured to express his 
surprise that any thing should be sufficient to produce in the breast of 
a monarch, whose power extended to the greater part of the habitable 
world, such serious dis(|uietude, as that which appeared to have taken 

possession ot him. The Siiltan told liim in reply, tliat having lodged 
in his hands the entire authority of his government, he expected, as 
the least return, that his conduct would be so regulated as to secure 
the repose of his master, from every species ot inter! uption , yet, in 
truth, that the time was long since gone by, in which he had been 
allowed to pass his days as he could wish : and he finally expressed 
himself, in some respect dissatisfied with the conduct of his son Oa- 
luashk K.haujah, who at this period superintended the Sultan s house- 
hold. Tchobaun quitted the pavilion of his master under considerable 
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A. H. perturbation of mind; and immediately sending for Damashk, after 
A. D. 1326. describing what had just passed between them, proceeded to urge in 
Habeib-us- strong terms, the necessityof his discharging the duties of his employ* 
ment, with such unremitting zeal and attention, that the merit of his 
serviceswiththe Sultan might operate on an emergent occasion, toalle- 
viate the senseof a father’s errors ; but to beware that no intemperate, or 
illregulated proceedings on his part should bring a father’s life into jeo- 
pardy. Damashk protested, in reply, that every faculty of his mind 
had been uniformly devoted to obey, and even to anticipate, the very 
slightest intimation of the Sultan’s pleasure; aa object to which he 
had long since sacrificed every gratification of hisown. Nevertheless, 
he could not forbear to acknowledge that he had for some time per- 
ceived a very obvious change in the behaviour of their sovereign ; and 
that he could ascribe it to no other cause than the malignity of Saein 
the Vezzeir. 

Having made this discovery, Ameir Tchobaun conceived the expe- 
dient of withdrawing himself for sometime, from the Sultan’s presence; 
and, in order to secure a convenient opportunity of destroyino- him, 
contrived that the Vezzeir should accompany him. Accordingly at 
the return of spring, on the pretext that his appearance was immedi- 
ately necessary for the preservation of tranquillity in Khorassaun, he 
proceeded to that quarter, attended by the Vezzeir, and many other 
distinguished persons, whom he chose to select on the occasion ; Dam-? 
ashk Khaujah being left, as before, in the superintendance oftheSul- 
tan’s household. The young monarch quitted Baghdad, about the 
same period, on his^ way to Sultauniah. 

Tchobaun received, in fact, intelligenceon his arrival in Khorassaun;, 
thatTermasherin Khaun, the sixteenth of the Tcheghatayan monarchs, 
was encamped in the territory of Kabul, with the manifest design of 
invading his province. Tchobaun immediately dispatched his son 
Ilussun, who will hereafter be better known to the reader, under the 
ap[iellati(ni of Sheikh Ilussun Kotchnk (the lesser), with a division of 
the army under his orders, to oppose the execution of this desio-n. 
ajrprized of the movement, Termasherin on his part, advanced a nu- 
merous body of his troops, to give battle to the son ofTcliobaun; 
and a very obstinate conflict shortly afterwards ensm^d in. the m*io-li- 
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borhood of Gheznein, in which the Tchcghatayans were finally defeated ; 
Ameir n ussun, when he had secured his victory, hastening to Ghez- 
nein, whichheimmealiately consigned topillage andslaughter. Among 
ti'.e excesses committed by the soldiery on this occasion, not the least 
offensive was their violation of the mausoleum of Sultan Mahmud ; 
where they destroyed the librar}', barbarously trampling under foot 
the v'cnerated pages of the Koran, and the other precious manuscripts. 
Having thus signalized his vengeance, Ilussun rejoined his father in 
Khorassaun, some time before the conclusion of the 3’ear seven hun- 
dred and twenty six. 

In the meantime, notwithstandinghis father’s prudent admonitions, 
Dainashk Khaujah proceeded to exhibit, in the exercise of his func- 
tions about the person of the Sultan, such an immoderate lov'e of power, 
and so totally usurped the authority of government, thatthere remained 
at last to his sovereign nothing but the name. This odious usurpa- 
tion, the young Sultan found so far to surpass his forbearance, that it 
is not surprising he should have made it in private the subject of com- 
plaint to those more intimately in his confidence. One of these, re- 
joicing in the opportunity of giving expression to the feelings of pri- 
vate malignity, directly disclosed to the prince, that an unwarrantable 
intercourse had firrsome time sulisisted, between this imperious mayor 
of tht; palace, and one of the widows of the late Ouljaitu. AbuSaeid 
desired, upon this, that when the lover should next venture to visit 
his mistress, whose abotle was within the castle ot Sultauniah, the 
■circumstance should be immediately made known to him. Ot this 
an op[)ortunitv was not long wanting. Impelled by the violence of 
an over-ruling passion, Damaslik Khaujah was discov'ered to have en- 
tered the forbidden precincts; and Abu Saeid, punctually informed of 
the sacrilegious intrusion, gave orders that he should be instantly put 
to death. Such, however, was the habitual awe of his power with 
which all were impressed, that not one man was found bold enough to 
carry the orders into execution. It happened just at this crisis, that the 
heads of several Kurds, who had been executed for outrages on the high 
roads, should be brought to the presence of the Saltan ; and it very 
seas(..,ably occurred to him, that these should be proclaimed as the 
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heads of Ameir Tchobaun and his followers, put to death by one of the 
imperial generals, in Khorassaun. 

The device had all the effect which it was intended to produce • 
forDamashk was no sooner apprized of the appalling report, than his 
presence of mind forsook him. He immediately quitted the castle ; 
and, accompanied by no more than ten persons, abandoned himself to 
his fears, of which he neither knew the cause nor the object. Two of 
the Shltan’s domestics, Messer Khaujah and AgaLulu, were employed 
to pursue, and soon afterwards overtook the fugitive, although he was 
mounted on the fleetest horse in the stables of the race of Hulauku ; 
for his pursuers no sooner drew near, than, in spite of the efforts of his 
rider to spur him on, the animal stood stock still, and immoveable as 
the horse, or knight, on a chess board ; and to complete his misfortune* 
when, on finding that he must combat for existence, he endeavored to 
draw his sword, the blade by a similar fatality was not to be disengaged 
from the scabbard. Thus deprived both of the means of self defence, 
and further flight, he was overtaken by Messer Khaujah ; who was 
about to dispatch him without further ceremony, when his companion 
called out to him to forbear, since Damashk was not of a consideration 
so humble, as to be destroyed without the express and final commands, 
of their sovereign. Messer hastened accordingly to the presence of 
the Siiltan ; from whom he received a signet to be conveyed to Asra 
Lulu, as his warrant for execution, and the existence of the devoted 
captive was terminated without further demur. This event is stated 
to have occurred on the sixth of Shavaul of the seven hundred and 
twenty seventh of the Ilidjerah.* The vast property of the unfortu- 
nate chief was given up to be pillaged by the multitude; and many an 
individual, the most wretched mendicant in the streets of Sultauniah 
in the morning, found himself by the evening of the same day, in a state 
of comparative opulence from his share in the treasures accumulated 
by the son of Tchobaun. 

Havingvindicated hissupremacy by this severe exertion ofhis power, 
Abu Saeid proceeded to dispatch instructions to the generals in Khor- 
assaun, charging them to employ their utmost zeal and diligence, to 
the extirpation of Ichobaun and his adherents in that quarter ; a^d 
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mandates to a similar effect were expedited at the same time to every 
other province of the empire, in order that not a vestige of this once 
favorite and powerful family, might be suffered to remain on earth. 
The Sultan, shortly afterwards, repaired in person to Kazvein, where 
he had directed his troops to assemble with all possible expedition. 

The agent employed to convey the Sultan’s instructions into Kho- 
rassaun, found Ameir Tchobaun with the army of the province at 
Baudgheiss ; here said to be a dependency of Herat, as in other places 
we are told of theTehraunof lley,and thelSleraughahof Tebreiz. The 
.Sultan’s orders were communicated in private to the Ameirs, to whom 
they had been addressed ; but, as it appeared on deliberation that an 
open attempt against the person and authority of Tchobaun, was at 
present impracticable, they proceeded immediately together to the pa- 
vilion of that chief, and apprized him, without reserve, of all that they 
had been required to execute ; totally disclaiming, at the same time, 
all concurrence in the death of his son. When the conference broke 
up, at which he had received this afUicting and alarming disclosure, 
his eldest son Hussun represented to Tchobaun that it would be equally 
aiisurd and preposterous to calculate henceforwards on any measures 
of conciliation with the Sultan; and that it was not less dangerous 
than imprudent, to place any reliance on the professions of the Ameirs. 
The plan of proceeding which he should therefore propose was, imme- 
diate! v to dispatch thoseofthegenerals whose attachment to Abu Saeid 
•was sufficiently notorious; and to demand the assistance oftheTche- 
ghatavau Sultans, for the final subjugation of, and the establishment 
of tlie authoritv of the family in, Khorassaun. These objects accom- 
lilishcd, it would not be difficult to contend with the power of Abu 
Saeid, when he should approach the province; and ultimately toavenge 
in the centre of Irak the injuries with which he seemed disposed to 


overwhelm them. 

Too confident in the multitude of his troops, and in the energies of 
his own personal valour, this did not, however, accord with the bolder 
Qp Ameir Tchobaun. hat man in Ii.ik, exciciimcd lie jtli 

his natural arrogance, “ is there that dares array liimsclt in arms against 
ny-; nay who is there, thateven in thoughtcan endurethe idea, much 
less form the design ot supporting a serious coudict \\ ithmo . 1 iieti 

4 Q 


A. II. 7 
A. D. 13 

liabeib-us- 

se\r* 


VOL, ir. 


Cl Cl 



6G0 


k. II. ■527. 
A. D. 1327. 

Habeib iis- 
seyr. 


requiring tlie nltentlance of Xussret-ud-dein Saeinthe Vezzeir, ivliom 
he considered as the fermenting principle of these evils, he directed the 
executioner to dispatch him without delay. The Vezzeir was thun- 
derstruck at the suddenness of his condemnation ; but perceiving that 
there was little room for expostulation, he contented himself with de- 
siring the executioner to direct his blow so as to sever him exactly 
through the middle. Then fixing his eye stedfastly upon Tchobaun, 
he observed to him — “let this spectacle remove thy confidence in the 
“ stability of worldly power ; by the sword hast thou attained it, and 
“ by the sword shall it be terminated.” 

Ameir Tchobaun now directed his march without further delay for 
Persian Irak, at the head of seventy thousand horse, which at this pe- 
riod served under his standard ; having first exacted, from the generals 
who accompanied him, a solemn oath to be faithful to his interests. 
This oath, on his arriving at .Semnaun, he conceived it however expe- 
dient that tiiey should repeat in the presence of Slufikh Rokken-ud- 
dein Alla-ud-doulah, whom he prevailed upon, at the same ti\ne, to 
repair to the presence of Abu Saeid, for the purpose of mediating an 
accommodation ; stipulating for no other terms than that the individu- 
als concerned in the death of liis son might be delivered into his hands. 
The Sheikh undertook his friendly office with cheerfulness, and he 
proceeded with all convenient dispatch to the camp of the young mon- 
arch ; by whom he was received with all the respect to which the re- 
puted sanctity of his character appears to have entitled him. H is 
arguments to promote an accommodation with Tchobaun, proved how- 
ever totally unavailing, both the Sultan and his courtiers continuing 
unshaken in their resolution to proceed to extremities. The Sheikh 
returned therefore to communicate to Ameir Tchobaun the unsuccessful 
result of the conference ; neither did lie now forbear to caution him» 
at his peril, to draw his sword, whatever liis injuries, against the au- 
thority of his sovereign. 

T. he pride of Tchobaun had, however, not yet sustained any con- 
tingency to make Inm recede in the slightest degree from his purpose ; 
and tie continued accordingly to advance, until he came to the station 
of Ivonha, or Ibrauliimabad, witliin oileday^s march of the arnxyof tlie 
Sultan. But here he experienced a fearful presage of what he vvas to 
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expect from the constrained attachment of the Ameirs, in the defection 
ofMahommed Beg Tchitchek, the maternal uncle of Abi^ Saeid ; who, 
notwithstanding the solemn engagement so recently repeated, went 
over, with other chiefs, and thirty thousand horse, to join the Sultan. 
This appalling circumstance at once opened his eyes to the dansers 
which threatened him, and banished all confidence in the Ameirs who 
yet remained apparently attached to his standard ; and he drew off, 
without further delry through the desert, on his return towards Kho- 
rassaun. The whole of the subordinate chiefs Avith their followers 
immediately dispersed in different directions ; and Tchobaun, having 
previously dismissed his consort, Sauty, or SaukyBeg, to avail herself 
of the protection of her imperial brother, continued his retreat with- 
out halting, to the banks of the Miirghaub, or river of MerCi ; it being 
at first his intention to retire across the Oxus, to claim the protection 
of the Tcheghatayan monarch. But having reached the Murghaub, 
without any further untoward contingency, he suddenly abandoned 
that design, and rcsolvedto seek an asylum atHerat, w’ith Melek Ghey* 
aulh-ud-dein, who is here said to have been brought up under his pat- 
ronage ; and from this he was not to be dissuaded by the most earnest 
expostulations and entreaties, on the part of his wife Dulendy, anotlier 
of the daughters of Ouljuitu, who, in vain, conjured him to recollect 
the many iiistancesof flagitious perfidy, recorded of the raceofGuer- 
ret, particularly in the exantples of Dauneshmund Bahauder, and 
Ameir Norouz. But the measure of Tchobaun’s destiny had now 
reached its consummation, and it was not to be averted by any precau- 
tions ofhtimati prudence. 

Proccedingto Herat, in conformity with the resolution thus fatally 
adopted, Anicir Tchobaun experienced on his arrival, from Gheyauth- 
ud-dein, in appearance at least, the strongest proofs of humanity, and 
of liis regard for the claims of hospitality ; and who assigned him a place 
of residence worthy of those professions of attachment, and entire de- 
votion to his interests, which he did not cease to lavish upon him. At 
this A'erv conjuncture, however, a letter from i\l)u Sacid was delivered 
to the prince of Herat, which conveyed to him a proposal to put Tcho- 
baun to death; for which his wife Giirduntchein, together with the 
wealth ofthcAtabekofFarss,w'oul(lbe the cempensatiou. Forgetting at 
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A.H. 727 - 2 B. otice tlie ties of gratitude, and the sacred rights of hospitality, the 
A- D- perfidious chief dispatched the executioner to take away the life of his 

H.ibcib-us- g^ps(-_ Id the first emotions of surprise and horror,Tchobaun intreated 
an interview n ith his betrayer ; but that indulgence beingperemptorily 
denied him, he prepared himself with becoming resolution to meet his 
fate. He requested, however, that when the stroke of death should 
have been inflicted upon him, his last wishes might be attended to in 
three points. The first was, that his head might not be severed from 
the body; but that one of his fingers, which was remarkable for having 
two ends, might be taken off, and transmitted in its stead, as a proof 
that his career had been forever closed. The second was, that his son 
Jnllao Khann a child of great beauty and promise, the offspring of the 
princess Dulendy, another of the sisters of the Sultan recently menti- 
oned, might not be put to death, but sent to his uncle in Irak. Tlie 
hwt was, tiiat his body might be conveyed to Medcinah, to be depos- 
ited in the sepulchre which had been there long since erected by him 
for its reception. All this Gheyauth-nd-dein faithfully engaged to ful- 
fil, when he finally directed the executioner to dispatch him. 

In Mohurrim of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Hid- 
jerah,* therequisitc proof of Tchobaun’s execution was received at tiie 
head quarters of the imperial army. In the winter of the same year, 
Gheyauth-ud-dein, on his way to claim from Abu Saeid the reward of 
his perfidy, became apprized that Baghdad Khautun had bee n placed 
in the royal haram ; and had already established a very powerful influ- 
ence over the mind of her imperial paramour, which she was not very 
likely to exert to the advantage of her father’s murderer. Hence con- 
ceiving some alarm, he unaccountably dispatched one of his attend- 
ants back again into Khorassaun, with orders to put to death the in- 
; nocent Jullao Khaun, which were very punctually executed. Ghe\'- 

auth-ud-dein then continued his journey to court, which he found at 
• ■ this period at Karabaugh of Arran. In consequence of the recent ex- 

I altaiion of Baghdad Khautun, his reception was not the most flatter- 

{ Ing to his hopes. He was in fact, placed under some kind of restraint, 

: until the bodies of Ameir Tchobaun and Jullao Khaun, which he had 

j beea directed to send for to Herat, arrived at Oiijaun. The sum of 

i' 
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forty tliousand uinaurs was then added by the Sultan, to furnish cano- 
pies, or palls, of suitable magnificence for the coffins of the departed 
cdiiefand his murdered son ; and they were by his orders both committed in 
particular charge to the pilgrims proceeding to Mekkah; with instruc- 
tions to convey them finally to Medeinah for sepulture, in conformity 
with the dying request ofTchobaun. The remains of that chief, and 
hischild were accordingly conducted by the Iladjies through the whole 
routine of the pilgrimage, and ultimately consigned to the grave, by 
the side of Imaum llussuii at INIedeinah ; it being considered a vio- 
lation of that respect which was due to the memory of the prophet, to 
open any graves in the sanctuary of his mosque, in, or near which, 
Tchobaun had caused Ids mausoleum to be erected. 

Ameir Tchobaun is described to have been a man of great integrity" 
and firmness of mind; to have devoted himself with uniform zeal to 
the exercise of the duties of his religion ; and to have left, on the roads 
to S3’ria and Egypt such memorials of his magnificent spirit, as to have 
obliterated, in a great degree, the fame of the most splendid and cele- 
brated structures of the ancient Persian empire. He is lastly said to 
have coiulucted to the sacred citv of Mekkah an abundant supply of 
water, which from a desart changed the neighborhood of the place to 
a scene of fiourisliing cultivation. 

To leave nothing unrecorded of a person who has engrossed so ex- 
tensive a share in the subject of these pages, the author proceeds to de- 
liver, in brief, an account of his nine sons and their descendants. The 
eldest of these was Ameir Hussun recenth' spoken of, who had also 
three sons, Tanlesh, Hadjy Peg, and Ghonje Husseyne. Tanlcsh had 
eiijoved, for some time, under the authority of AhuSaeixl, the govern- 
ment of Isfaliaun and Earss ; and at the period of Ameir Tchobaun’s 
disastrous return into Kliorassaun, accompanied his father into the 
province of ISlazandeiaun ; from whence they proceeded together into 
Khaurezm, to claim the piotection of Kutlugh Teymur, the governor 
of the province under the authority of the Khaun of the Oiizheks. By 
thcassistance of that officer, they were enabled to prosecute their jour- 
ney to the court of his sovereign, by whom they were immediately ad- 
vanced to some of the most distinguished employments under his go- 
vernment, Being uitimatels'dispatched with an arnu’ to reduce Tchir- 
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A. H. 7‘28. kess,or Circassia, Ameirllussun received in the course of the service, 
A. D. 13-27- g wound in his shoulder of which he died. Ilis son Taulesh expired 
Habeib-us- natural death, about the same period. Of the two otlier sons, 

Hadjy Beg was poisoned by his cousin german, Sheikh Hussun Kou- 
tchek ; and Ghouje Husseyne perished also by a violent death, through 
the direction of Suliman Khaun of the race of Yeshmowut the son of 
Hul auku,as\\ill be seen hereafter. 

The second son of Tchobaun was Teymur Taush ; the ambitious 
governor of Rume formerly adverted to, as having aspired at indepen- 
dent power. When intelligence reached him of his father^s disgrace 
and death, he happened to be at Sivauss, in the same province ; and 
having immediately shut himself up in one of the strong holds of the 
country, he might perhaps conceive that, for some time at least, his 
person would be suiHciently secure from danger ; but on a more deli- 
berate view of circumstances, he collected his property, which is re- 
presented .as enormous, and sought an asylum with Melek Nausser, 
Sultan of Egypt. Mere, by a liberal distribution of his wealth, he 
acfjUiied among the higher classes of the natives, such distinguished 
popularity, that his protector, after treating him for some time with 
great kindness and attention, became at last jealous lest his growing 
influence niiglit endanger his own authority; and he embraced an earlv 
opportunity to put him to death. His head was transmitted to Abu 
Saeid; by whom it was received, while in summer rjuarters at Oujaun, 
in Shavaul of the seven hundred and twenty eighth of the Ilidjcrah.* 
Teymur Taush left four sons, of whom Ameir Sheikh Hussun Ivou- 
tchek, and Melek xVshruf, will be suiTicicntly distinguished in the suc- 
t ceding pages. 

The fate of the third son, Damashk Khaiijah, has been already des- 
ciibed. He left four daughters, one of whom, Oilshaud Khautun, 
celeorated h\ the muse ot Ivhaujah Sulimau Saujy, became at a sub- 
seejuent period the W'ife of Abu Saeid. 

The fourth sou of Tchobaun wais Ameir Mahmud, who presided in 
Gurjeslaun; and who was taken and put to death by the Abusaeidiaii 
generals, in the same year that proved fatal to the father. He left se- 
veial children, all ol whom perished eirher bv poison or the sw'ord, 
ihiougb tne ununoMty ol liieir relative Sheikh Hussun Koutchek. 

.VuguU, 1:V28. 
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These four sons were by the same mother with Baghdad Khautun. 

The fifth son was Jiillao Khaun recently noticed to have been per- 
fidiously put to death by Gheyauth-ud-clein, prince of Herat. 

The sixth was Seyurghaun, or Seyuraga, whose mother was the 
princess Sauty or SaukyBeg, the daughter of Ouljaitu, and sister of 
Abu Saeid. 

The seventh, eighth, and ninth, were Sevugii Shaud, Yaughy Baus- 
sety, or Pausty, and Norouz, all three by one mother; and they will 
separately be brought under the attention of the reader in a future page. 

Resuming the narrative, we are informed that notwithstanding the 
deadly aversion which he entertained for the rest of the family, his 
passion for Baghdad Khautun continued to rule, with undiminished 
and uucontroulable violence in the bosom of the Sultan ; and he at 
last employed the intervention of one of his Kauzies, of tlie name of 
Mubaurek Shah, by whatever arguments he thought most advisable, 
to prevail upon Shaikh llussun the Eylekhaunian, to accede, to his 
wishes, and consent to a separation from h.is vvife. Cons''‘ious of his 
inability to contend with despotic authority, and ofth;’ personal danger 
to he apprehended from resistance, the envied husband submitted to 
part with her who was the delight and pride of his existence. At the 
expiration of the prescribed period, the Sultan proceeded to espouse 
the repudiated beauty, and she became at once the partner of his bed 
and throne ; and the intluence wbieli she obtained, in consequence, in 
the admini'^tration of the government, restored, in some dt'gree, the 
fortunes of the family of Tcliobaun. 

Baghdad Khautun ai)pears, at all events, to have retained h.er]towor 
over the Sultan’s atfectioiis unimpaired, until the seven hundred and 
tliirtv second of the Hidjerah ; when he was persuaded l)y the sugges- 
tions of private malevoleuee into a belief, that she continued to hold a 
clandestine intercourse with her former husband. In the first moments 
of irritation, orders were issued that the unfortunate Amcir Hussuii 
should be immediately put to death ; although he was preserved for a 
more exalted destiny, through the intercession ofhis mother, who was the 
monarch’s aunt. II e was, however, imprisoned in the fortress of 
Kaukh, and the suspected Khautun banished from all correspondence 
with her imperial consort. But, some time afterwards, discovering 
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A. II. 732-36. that she had been basely traduced by her calumniators, the Sultan res- 
A. D. 1332-30. tored her to his favor, and the government of Rume, or Anatolia, wms 
Habeib-us- conferred On the injured Ameir Hussun. 

S^yTm 

The circumstances attending the administration of Gheyauth-ud- 
dein Mahommed, the son of the late Yezzeir Reshid-ud-dein Fazzel- 
ullah ; the conspiracy set on foot by Xaurein Toghai the son of Key- 
bouka Nuyan, and other powerful Ameirs, in order to destroy the 
minister, with Baghdad KhautOm, and eventually the Sultan himself, 
had it not been defeated principally through the personal vigilance and 
energy of the monarch ; together with other less important matters 
which occupy the remaining periods of the reign of rkbu Saeid, would, 
in interest, scarcely compensate the labour of detail. We shall there- 
fore, with little regret, and without further taxing the indulgence of 
the reader, pass on at once to the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the 
Hidjerah. 

About the close of the summer of that year, which had been remark- 
able for the excessive heat of the season, reports conveved to*'him of 
the approach towards that frontier, of the armies of Keptchauk, neces- 
sarily drew the attention of the Sultan to the banks of the Kurr ; and 
he was accordingly on his march in that direction, when his health 
became sutldenly and sermusly affected. At the expiration of a fort- 
night, the complaint appearing, however, to give way to the efforts of 
medical skill, he\entured, like his father, to make a premature use of 
his bath, which produced a violent relapse of his disorder. Some of 
his physicians conceiving a suspicion that he had been poisoned, pro- 
ceedeil to presciibe such remeoies asthe case seiuned torccjuirc Fvery’ 
application proved, however, unsuccessful. The young Sultan was 
seized, in spite of all their skill, with the agonies of dissolution, and 
expired on the thirteenth of the latter Rcblieia of the seven hundred 
and thiity sixth ol the llidjerah, in the neigliborhctod ot IvarabaugJi ^ 
at the age of thirty years and six months, and after having wieldedthe 
sceptre of liulanku, with considerable glory, for a periotl of eighteen 
^cals seven mouths anti sixteen da\s. 

According to some statement in the preliminary to the Zuffurnamali, 
it wotdd appear that towards the concluding peri^d of his life, AJju 
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Saeid had transferred his affections to Dilshaud Khautun, the daiigh. a. H. -jsa. 
ter of Damashk Khaujah, whom, with the usual facility, he proceeded A. D. 1335. 
to enrol among his wives ; and on this, finding her influence declining, Habcib-us- 
that Baghdad Khautun in a fit of revenge and jealousy, dared to admin- 
ister poison to her royal husband, which was, therefore, considered the 
actual causeofhis premature death. It is, nevertheless, equally strange 
and unaccountablethatallhistoriansshouldso blindly agree in represent- 
ing both Baghdad, Khautun and Dilshaud, as the wives of Abu Saeid 
at the same time ; although it could not have escaped them, that a 
connection by marriage with the aunt and the niece together, is strictly 
proscribed by the laws of the Koran ; and that Abu S^eid was an or- 
thodox Mussulman, does not appear to be at all questioned. In this 
view it would seem more consistent with probability, that the Sultan 
should have first dissolved his union with Baghdad Khautun by re- 
gularly putting her away, and then only to have espoused her niece; 
all which is, possibly, noticed by the author, in order, by evincing the 
impracticability of executing such a design, to remove from that prin- 
cess the foul and horrible stigma of having destroyed her husband. 

The remains oftheSiiltan were conveyed to the metropolis of Sul- 
tauniah,anddepo3ited, with the usualsolernnities, in a structure erected 
for the purpose by himsell’ in the outskirts of that place. 

Among the most respectable of the contemporaries of Abu Saeid, 
we cannot omit to mention the celebrated Sheikh Sejfy-nd-dcin Ardc- 
heily; the ancestor of the Seffiiides or imperial race ofSiii i Y, extin- 
guished by Nadir Shah, in the former part of the eighteenth century. 

Bv the sanctity of his character, and the unblemished purity, and be- 
nevolence of his life andm.anners, he had contrived to establish, amidst 
the distractions which pervaded his country, so powerful an influence 
over the minds of men, that the very Tartars, with all their ferocity 
and disre<gard to tiie dictates of humanity, are said to have yielded ari 
extraordinary deferer.ee to his commands. He was the ancestor in tlie 
sixth dearee, of Shah Issmaeil Seffv the first, the founder of the mon- 
archy in this family. 

Another who flourished during the reign of Abu Saeid, was Ilarn- 
dullah ul MustoufTv. the son of Abi Bukker, the Kazvinian, author of 
the Tarikh guzeidah and Nuzzehet-ul-ku!!oub, (recreations for the 
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heart), esteemed performances in tlie oast. He was a clerk 
or secretarv, in theofficesofthe learned Vezzeir Reshid-ud-deinFazzel- 
ullah, and his son G'neyauth-ud-dein Mahommed ; to the latter of 
whom, he inscribed his work the Tarikh guzeidah, which is brought 
down to the seven hundred and twenty ninth of the Hidjerah ; and 
which, considering the sources from whence he had an opportunity of 
deriving his information, would seem entitled to a more than ordinary 
degree of our confidence, were it possible to conceive an Asiatic of 
that age capable of delivering to posterity a faithful and impartial re- 
view of events. His brother, Fakher-ud-dein Fattah-ullah, w’as not 
less distinguished for hisgenius and learning. 

It is, lastly, not to be forgotten that the year, in which the glories 
of the race of Jengueiz in Iran ex|)ired with Abu Sacid, (for the fleet- 
ing pageants subsequently exhibited on the throne, are scarcely worth 
the record of history) gave birth to the invincible Teymur ; an event 
v.'bich took place at Kesh, sometimes denominated the green citv, or 
the city of verdure, between Samarkand and Nakhsheb, on the twenty 
fifth of the month ofShabaun about the period at which our third 
Edward was preparing for his glorious expedition into France. 

Muezz-ud-dein Apa>A Khaux, tenth of the Persian monarchs of 
the race of Jengueiz. 

This prince was a descendant from Artekbouka, one of the sons of 
Tilly Khaun, and previous to his elevation bore the name of Arpa Ka- 
wun. In consequence of the declaration of the late Sultan, that there 
remained noperson ofthe line of HulaukA qualified tosustainthefuncti- 
onsofthe imperial dignity, and that the important trust therefore necessar- 
ily devolved to ArpaKawun,amessage wasdispatchedbyGheyauth-ud- 
dein the Vezzeir, as soon as the Sultan was perceived to be in the ago- 
nies of death, to invite that prince from the private residence of his 
family, to take possesion of the splendor ofa throne. The new monarch 
reached the imperial encampment, on the day subsequent to that on 
which his predecessor had expired; and was immediately seated in so- 
vereign power, with the usual Moghfil formalities. 

In addressing the Ameirs of the empire the day after his accession, 
Arpa Khaun is described to have stated to them, that he was not, like 
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the Sultans his predecessors, a man devoted to the sensual enjoyments 
oflife ; that instead of a tiara and girdle, of gold and gems, a cap of felt, 
and belt of woollen, would best accord with his simple habits: and that, 
for a mild and moderate government on his part, he should expect a 
reciprocal harmony and conformity to law, on the part of his armies. 
He then confirmed to the several Ameirs, and officers of state, the dig- 
nities which they had held under the authority of Abu Saeid ; and the 
ensuingFriday,hereceived from them by acclamation the titleofMuezz- 
ud-dein-wa-ud-dunnia — the monarch who reflects lustre upon his re- 
ligion, and upon the age in which he lives. And in truth without 
'^exaggeration, observes the author, the robe of imperial authority would 
have derived no ordinary splendor from his person and character, were 
it not that when he became invested with it, the fortune of the empire 
was already in a state of rapid decline ; and that an adverse destiny denied 
to a just and benevolent prince that opportunity for the display of his 
virtues, which they eminently deserved. 

Notwithstanding all that might be intended to be conveyed by this 
remaikjArpa Khaun was scarcely well seated on his throne, before he 
conceived a suspicion that until those who possessed the confidence of 
his predecessor were removed, hi sown power would never acquire perma- 
nent stability : and his earliest attention was accordingly directed to re- 
lieve himself from his apprehensions on this head. Tire first who fell a vic- 
tim to thissuspicious policy, was theprincess Baghdad Hihautuii ; whom 
lie condemned to die on the cliarge of having poisoned her husband, 
and of encouraging the designs ot the Khaun ot the Ouzbeks, who 
had about this period entered Shirvaun. She was accordingly dis- 
patched in her bath, by Khaujah Lulu, one of the euiuiclis of the Serai, 
or women’s palace, towards the end ot the latter Rebbeiu.* Arpa 
Khaun then proceeded in the midst of winter, across the Kurr to give 
battle to the Ouzbek monarch, whom he totally defeated ; after wiiich 
returning in triumph to his capital, he esjiouscd the pi mcess Sauty 
or Sauky Beg, the r\idow of Aiocir ichobaun, and sister ot the late 
Sultan. 

While he was yet solemnizing his nuptials with, this lady, on the 
suspicion of having concealed one of Ine descendants of as a 
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cover for future revolt, he seized and executed Ameir Mahmud Shall 
Aynju ; and Towukkel Kutlusrh, of the line ofOugtai Kaan, with two 
most promising youths his children, was condemned to suffer the same 
fate. Ameir ^Mussaoud, and Abu Ishauck, the sons of Ameir Mah- 
mud Shah, contrived however to escape from Tebreiz ; the former to 
Riime, where he claimed the protection of Ameir Sheikh Ilussun the 
Eylkhaunian.and the latter intoDiaurbekir, to Ameir Ally Baidu Shah, 
who had declared himself hostile to the government of Arpa Khaun. 
On the other hand, Ameir Eyss Kutlug, and Sultan Shah the son of 
Neikrouz, with some other chiefs who had been imprisoned under the 
authority of Abu Saeid, now found themselves by some means or other 
at laroe, and attached themselves to the service of the new sovereign ; 
but an habitual turbulence of disposition did not admit of their for- 
bearing to encourage the spirit of revolt and sedition, which was at this 
period bursting forth in every ejuarter of the empire. In the mean 
time, Dilshaud Khautun also, who was pregnant by the late .Sultan, 
fled to Ally Baidu Shah in Diaurbekir ; while Khaujah Lulu hastened 
to apprize him, on the part of his sister Iladjy Khautun, the mother 
of Abu Saeid, oftlie hostile designs of Arpa Khaun, althoughshe had but 
recently concurred in his elevation. All which, united with the ani- 
mosity derived from his ancestor, who was engaged during the reign of 
the emperor Kublai, in perpetual hostilities with xkrtekhouka, wdio 
held a similar relation of ancestry to the new monarch, at last confirmed 
Ally Baidu Shah in his design of raising Miissa Khaun the ‘'^randson 
of Baidu Khaun, to the throne, in opposition to the established author- 
ity of Arpa Khaun. 

Confiding in the strength of his armies to support the claims which 
he had thus determined to assert, Ameir Ally Baidu Shah finally ad- 
vanced in considerable force from Diaurbekir towards Azerbaijaun ; 
while Arpa Khaun, reposing in the counsels and experience of liis min- 
ister, Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed, hastened with equal resolution 
to vindicate the rights of established authority, and to oppose his ad- 
versaries in the field ofbattle. During the reciprocal approach of the 
armies, Gheyauth-ud-dein received, by a deputation from the chiefs of 
the adverse party, a proposal to compromise the dispute, by confer- 
ring upon Ally Baidu Shah, the dignity of Ameir-ul-umra, or captain 
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general of the empire'; which was hov;ever rejected with haughty d;s- A, H. "iza. 
dain, by the Vezzeir. At the same crisis the expedient was suggested, a. D. 
by Arpa Khaun, of cutting off such of the commanders in his train, “'>■ 

as he had reason to suspect of favoring the interests of the enemy ; in 
which, with a magnanimity deserving of a better fate, the minister also 
refused to concur, alleging that he considered their existence or non- 
existence, their attachment or hostility, as equally unimportant in the 
scale. 

On Wednesday the nineteenth of Ramzaun,* in the neighborhood 
of a station called Tcheghtu, the adverse armies came to battle ; but 
Eysskutlugh, and Sultan ShahNeikrouz, deserting thestandard of Arpa 
Khaun in the heat of the action, and going over to the enemy, victory 
finally declared for Mussa Khaun, and the Amelrs who supported his 
claims. The vanquished monarch and his minister fled in different 
directions ; but being closely pursued, the minister was taken atMer- 
aughah, and immediately conveyed to the prescnccof Ally Baidu Shah, 
who treated him ■with respect and compassion, and seemed, otherwise 
disposed to spare his life ; but the associated Ameirs uniting to urge 
his indispensable destruction, that just, learned, and accomplished 
statesman was condemned, on the twenty third of the same month of 
Ramzaun,f to perish by the sword of the executioner. Arpa Khaun 
was, a few days afterwards, also seized in the territory ofSenjauss, and 
brought to Oujaun ; where by the direction of Wussa Khaun, or his 
party, he was delivered over to the sons of Ameir Mahmud Shah Ayn- 
ju, who did not fail to retaliate upon him with rigid severity, the 
death of their father. Arpa Khaun was thus cut off, on the third of 
Shavaul of the seven hundred and thirty sixth of the Hidjerah,+ after 
a short and turbulent reign of five months and thirteen days. 

Mussa Kiiaux, the son of Ally Khaun, and grandson of Baidu 
Khaun, eleventh of the Persian monarchs of the race Jengueiz. 

Having terminated the career of Arpa Khaun, in the manner just 
related, Ameir Ally Baidu Shah proceeded without further obstacle, 
t© place IMussa Khaun on the throne of Hulauku. He conferred the 
office of Tezzeir on Ameir llaojy the son or Tauj-iid-dein the Shii- 
va u man ; reserv i n g, however, to himself, the unlimited exercise of the 
• May lit, 1336 . t May 5tli. | May imh. 
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sovereign power. Cut, as this conduct evinced a disposition to exclude 
the great Ameirs of the empire from the influence to which they pre- 
tended in the management of affairs, they became very early disgusted 
with his administration, and withdrew from all public employment ; 
resolved, at the same time, to avail themselves of the first convenient 
opportunity to declare against, and punish this inordinate ambition of 
rule. The usurpation of Ally Baidu Shah, and the predominance of 
his tribe, that of Ovvairaut, did not experience a much better reception 
in the more distant provinces. Ameir Hadjy Toghai suddenly quitted 
Diaurbekir, and withdrew into Anatolia ; where he joined Sheikh 
Hussun the Eylkhaunian, w'ho was, it is to be recollected, the uncle’s 
son of Abu Saeid, and whom he finally prevailed upon to oppose the 
authority ofMussa Khaun, and his more ambitious minister. 

lu order to give to his proceedings the colour of justice, Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun conceived it expedient to invest Mahommed Khaun, 
a descendant in the third or fourth degree from Mangii Teymur, the 
son of Hulauku, with the royal authority ; and having resolved witli- 
tnt further delay on an attempt to take possession of the Persian em- 
pire, soon afterwards approached the frontiers of Azerbaijaun. On 
the other hand. Ally Baidu Shah, with Mussa Khaun the instrument 
of his ambition, hastened to oppose the invasion; and on the fourteenth 
of Zilluidje,^ at the station of Nosheher, a depenrlency on Alatauk, 
the rival powers prepared to bring their claims to a decision. Before, 
however, he committed his fortunes to the uncertain issue of a battle, 
Ally Baidu Shah, whose thoughts appeared directed to obtain liis ob- 
ject rather by stratagem than open force, conveyed a message to Ameir 
Sheikh Hussun, intimating that, as the two monarchswere ensaned in 
a particular quarrel of their own, he saw no absolute necessity that 
their minisrers, who were but remotely concerned, should be person- 
ally their associates in the Mood about to be drawn. What he there- 
fore proposed was, that both he and Sheikh Hussun should remain 
quiet spectators, apart from the confiict, while the principals in the 
dispute, decided their claims before them ; and that, when the victory 
was determined, they should both submit to the conqueror, 
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Acceding to the proposal, Sheikh Hussun with two thonsauu of a. H. 
the best soldiers, drew off accordingly, and took post on a neighbor- 
iijg eminence which overlooked the field of battle. Cut the residue 
of the armies were no sooner engaged, than, either alarmed at a move- ' ’ 

ment, the object of which it had, possibly, not beenthought expedient 
to explain to him, or through some other apprehension of personal dan- 
ger, Mahommed Khaun suddenly abandoned the field to his adver- 
sary ; and Ally Baidu Shah, unmindful of the fantastic changes w.tii 
■which a capricious fortune is frequently disposed to surprise her vo- 
taries, conceiving that the victory was no longer doubtful, descended 
from the eminence, on which he had taken post accordinar to aoree- 
ment; and pitching his tents on thebanksof the river which intersected 
the adjoining plain, proceeded without further concern or precaution 
to enjoy the luxury of the refreshing stream. Ameir Sheikh Hussun 
determined without hesitation to avail himself of the advantage thus 
incautiously thrown in his way ; and rushing, sword in hand, among 
the troops so culpably exposed to destruction, easily succeeded in cut- 
ting them to pieces. Intelligence of the disaster ■was soon commun- 
icated to IMussa, who now fled in his turn, alter haviim sustained his 
precarious authority for about two months and nine days ; while Ma- 
hommed Khaun hastened back to reap the fruits of a victory to which 
he had so ill contributed. 

Mahommed Khattn, the son of Youlkutk^gli, the son of Anbar- 
tchei, the son of Mangu Teymur, son of Ilulauku Khaun. twelfth of 
the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

Ameir Ally B-aidu Shah having perished in the confusion, and Mus- 
sa Khaun having disappeared in consequence of the recent conflict, 

Ameir Sheikh Ilussan proceeded to seat Mahommed Khaun on the 
throne of Ilulauku, at Oujaun ; and among his arrangements to pro- 
vide for the securilv of the government, he determined to restore to ^fvHOMMF.n 
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favor and employment, the yet surviving branches of the family of 
Ghevauth-ud-dein the late minister; and to retaliate in some degree, jcnguizmiu. 
the injury which he had sustained from Abu Saeid, in the compul- 
sory separation from his wife, he availed himself of the earliest opportu- 
nity, after the establishment ofhis power, to console himself in the embra- 
ces of Dilshaud Khautun, the surviving widow of that monarch. But, 

■while he tvas vet engaged in the festivities attending the celebration 
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A. IT. 737. of his nuptials, the turbulent spirit of the nobles was already at work 
A. D. 1337 . contrive the means of his degradation ; and many of them, the most 
Habeib-us- distinguished in rank and reputation, immediatelv betook themselves 

sejT. . . , *” 

with that view, to the remoter provinces of the empire, in order to en- 
courage the plans of hostility and disaffection. 

Of these, Ameir Ally Jauffer directed his course for Khorassaun ; 
whe’-.e, on his arrival, he experienced no great difficulty in persuad- 
ing Ally, the son of Ameir Ally Koustchei, (the archer) and the other 
officersin authority, that the provinces of Irak and Azerbaijaun might 
be wrested from the Eylekhaunian, with the utmost facility. Having 
been brought to concur in this belief, and having provided themselves 
with a proper pageant, the third now on foot at the same time, to cover 
their designs, in the person of Togha Teymur Khaun, a descendant in 
the sixth degree from Jujy Kessaur the brother of Jengueiz, whom 
they invested with the sovereign dignity, the Ameirs of Khorassaun 
proceeded with a powerful army towards Azerbiiijaun ; and in Shabaun 
of the seven hundred and thirty seventh of the Hidjerah,* they appeared 
before Sultauniah, having made themselves master of the whole of the 
surrounding territory. 

Apprized of their designs, Ameir Sheikh Ilussun on the other hand, 
made the best of his way from Tebreiz, into the peninsula of Arran ; 
where he formed an alliance with the princess Sauky, or Sauty Beg, iu 
behalf of her infant son Seyur Aga, now scarcely two vearsold. After 
which he prepared with the accession ofsupport thus accpiired to his- 
cause, to chastise the enormities which the Khorassaunians were com-, 
mitting in Azerbaijaun. In the mean time these had also been joined 
uy the fugitive INlussa Khaun, and they now proceeded in conjunc- 
tion, in c|uest of the 1'iylekha.uniau ; whom they foi’ind ready to oppose 
them on the banks of the Guerrah-roud. In the middle of the month 
of Zilkaudah of the year seven hundred and thirty seven,* the ad- 
verse armies came to a battle ; but Togha Teymur Khaun, with a de- 
generacy unworthy of his warlike extraction, quitting the field before 
the troops were yet fairly engaged, and retiring towards Khorassaun, 
Ills associate iNIisssa Khaun was left to combat alone against the supe- 
rior skill of Ameir Hussun; until the slaughter of great numbers of his 
* March 1337. -f June, A. D. 1337. 
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followers, and of the Owairaut clans in particular, compelled him also 
to Consult his safety by flight, many of the Ameirs throwing themselves 
for protection into one of the fortresses in the neighborhood. Not long 
afterwards, iSIfissa Khaun was taken among the defiles of Hazaurah, 
and put to death on the tenth t»f Zdhudje ;* the day of the feast of sa- 
crifice among the pilgrims at Mekkah. This was followed by the en*, 
tire dispersion of the Ameirs of the party, and of the fugitives who had 
taken shelter in the fortress just alluded to. 

On reaching the vicinity of Bostauin, Togha Teymur Khaun was 
joined by Argbiin Shah, one of the sons of Ameir Norouz Ghauzzy, 
who had prudently declined engaging with the Khorassaunian chiefs 
in the recent expedition ; and at that place, on the same day that was 
destined for the execution of MCissa Khaun, the tenth ofZilhudje, To- 
ghaTeymur, onsomegroundless suspicion, caused Ameir Sheikh Allv, 
one of the most distinguished leaders of the expedition, to he perfidir 
ously put to death ; so that at one and the same period, relieved from 
the hostility of two of the mostformidable of his adversaries, the Eyle- 
khauuian, for the nominal sovereign appears to have been used merely 
as the stalking horse of his ambition, found himself in almost un- 
disputed possession, of the whole of Azerhaijaun and Irak. The Viz- 
zaurut was now conferred by him on Shums-ud-dein Zekkareia, the 
neplu’w and son in law of Gheyauth-ud-dein Mahoinmcd the Reshi- 
dian ; and early in the year seven hundred and thirty eight, the power 
of the iv.lekhamiian was further confirmed by the death of the Ameirs 
Mahmud F.ysskutlugh, and Kerenje, two of the most inveterate agi- 
tators of these tmimlent scenes ; who were botli killed in the disgtiise 
of Sulk ism, in which they had hoped for tome time to elude the ven- 
geance of their eueusii's. 

That same year, however, in the person ofSheikh Ilussun the son 
of Teymur Taush. to whom authors have iu general assigned the ap- 
pellation of Sheikh Ilussun Koutchek, (la or.ier to distinguish him 
from hisrival, who is called Sheikh Ilussun lluzurg — the greater) pro- 
dueefl an adversary to the power of the E\ lekhaunian, far more for- 
mi liable than any thing to which it had hi thertobeeu opposed, 'f his chief, 
on the retreat of his fatlua- into Kgy|)t, in the manner formerly noticed, 
had contrived to secure himself in some part of the Anatolian province, 

» July util, la37. 
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and, about the period at which the narrative is now arrived, like the 
rest of his contemporaries, yielded to the spirit ot ambition which 
seemed to expand itself in every bosom. Conceiving also that his 
plans would be less invidiously carried on in the name of another, and 
discoverinsf in a slav'e of Turkish extraction of the name of Karajery, 
a very striking resemblance to his father, Teymur Taush, he immedi- 
ately arrayedhim in splendid attire, and circulated the report, that that 
distinguished chieftain was yet alive, and had recentiybeen restored to 
his family ; and in order to obtain the more implicit belief for the as- 
sertion, he prevailedupon his own mother to cohabit with the impostor, 
and in every respect condescended to treat him as if he considered him 
in the revered and actual relation of a father. 

When the rumour became public in Azerbiiijaun and Irak,theOwuir» 
aut Ameirs, and many of the principal officers of the army, who had 
never been thorouQ,'hlv reconciled to the authori tv of Sheikh II ussun the 
Eylekhaunian, suddenly quitted his standard, and went over to that 
of the grandson ofTchobauu ; and the latter, having by this time com- 
pleted the necessary warlike equipments, in great perfection and abun- 
dance, no longer delayed to advance tow’ards Azerhaijaun, at the h ad 
of a numerous and formidable army. The Eylekhaunian, accompa- 
nied by Mahommed Khaun, hastened to meet the invader ; and on the 
twentieth of Zilhudje of the year seven hundred and thirty eight,* in 
the neighborhood of Alatauk, the hostile armies arrived in the presence 
of each other. While the troops were preparing for battle, Sheikh 
Hussun the Tchobaunian, who is described as possessing an inven- 
tion singularly fertile in expedients, put in practice the following de- 
vice, in order to awaken a mutual jealousy among the generals of the 
enemy. He caused a large fire to be made at some distance apart from 
the field of battle, to imjiress his adversaries with the belief that it was 
a preconcerted signal, exhibited in consequence of the understanding 
which he had established with some of the chiefs in their camp ; and 
in fact, the action had no sooner commenced, than Hussevne the son 
of Mahmud, the Tchobaunian, went directly over to the side of his 
cousin german. In consequence of this defection, at a moment so cri- 
tical, the suspicions of tlie Eylekiiaunian became seriously alarmed 
flud he fled without further effort, towards Tebreiz ; while Mahommed 

» July 9tlg 1338. 
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Khaun, falling into thehandsoftheTchobauniaii, was immediately cut A. H. 738. 
off in the bloom of youth, after he had enjoyed his circumscribed A- D. 133 b. 
and precarious authority, for a period something short of two years. 

Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny and his adherents, now proceeded to 
exercise without remorse, every species of oppression and violence 
throughout the provinces oflr^ik and Azerbaijaiin ; but, the pretended 
Teymur Taush, considering that so long as Sheikh Hussun was in ex- 
istence, he would be permitted to derive but unsubstantial advantage 
from the character which had been imposed upon him, watched an 
opportunity, and plunged his poniard into the side of his adopted son. 

The blow fell short, however, of its intended effect ; and Sheikh Hussun 
withdrawing immediately into Georgia, there united himself to the 
party of the princess Sauk,y Beg? the widow of his grandfather, and her 
son Seyurghaun, or Seyuragha, after candidly disclosing the secret of 
the recent imposture. The falseTeymur Taush proceeded in themean 
time towards Tebreiz, where being entirely defeated in a battle with 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, he thence fled with the shattered 
remains of his army towards Llaghdad. 

The princess Sauty or Sacky Beg, daughter of Ouljaitu Sfdtan 
Khodabundah, thirteenth of the Persian monarclis of the raceof Jeii- 
gueiz. 

On experience that his plan of aggrandizement did not succeed under 
the auspices of an impostor father, having witlidravvn into Georgia, as 
■we have just seen. Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny next made choice of 
Saukv Beg, the sister of Abu Saoid, to fill the throne of Hulauku ; and 
that princess was accordingly inaugurated, with the usual solemnities, 
and her name inserted in the Khotbah and coinage of the monarchy, Satjky Rrc, 
about the commencement of the seven hundred and thirty ninth of the 
Hid}erah.* He then returned into Azerbaijaun, accompanied by this 
new pageant, in order once more to combat the power ot the tyle* 
khaunian^ w^ho had however cjuitted Tebreiz foi ^ultaitniah, and who 
retired further to Kazv'ein, on intelligence ot the approach of his ene- 
mies. Sauky Beg and her general were thus allowed to possess them- 
selves of Sultauniah, and of the entire province of Azerbaijaun, without 
opposition. Having entrusted the civil administration of the country 
to Rokken-ud-dein the Reshidian, and Gheyauth-ud-dein Ally bbahy 

* August or S<'pi€niber, A. .1338, 
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as conjunctive Vezzeirs, they proceeded shortly afterwards for Kaz- 
vein. Ameir Sheikh Hussun drew out of the city on their approach, 
witli a design to give them battle; hut without coming to a conflict, 
Some species of accommodation was arranged between the parties ; in 
consecpience of which, Sauky Beg and Sheikli Hussun Tchobauny 
withdrew again towards x\ran, and tlie Eylekhaunian returned to Sul- 
tauniah. 

Reposing, however, but little confidence in the stability of such an 
arrangement, the Ev lekhaunian, not long after his return to Sultauii- 
iah, dispatched his own Atabek or [ireceptor, Taush Teymur, on a mis- 
sion into Mazandcrann ; to invite Togha Tcymiir Khaun, who had es- 
tablished hisauthority over tliatprovincc, and sorne{»arl of Khorassanc, 
to come and take possession of the throne and capital of Abu Saeid. 
In compliance with this invitation, Togha Teymur hastened towards 
Siiltauniah, accompanied by Arglnin Shah the son of Norouz, and his 
other ministers ; and on his arrival at Sawah, some time in tlie month 
ofRiidjub,* was joined l>y Aineir Sheikli Hussun the Es lekhauniaii, 
from whom he received every necessary proof of Zealand submission. 
Bnt.ToghaTevmur being witli tlie other Ameirs of ivhorassaun, entirel v 
govenied by the councils of Alla-ud dein Mahommed the Vezzeir, 
and that minister, although the authority of his master could as yet have 
been but very imperfectly, if at all, established in the country, pro- 
ceeding to scrutinize, with a vexatious minuteness, into the tenures 
by uhich the several chieftains held their possessions, without sparing 
those which had been annexed, even from the time ofGliazun Khaun, 
to the family of Ameir Sheikh Hussun, the latter repented of the alli- 
ance thus hastily formed ; although he cleaily jierceived that there was 
at present no alternative but forbearance. 

Apprized of these occurrences, Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian 
accompanied by the princess Sauky Beg, again quitted Arran, and pro- 
ceeded into Azerbaijaun. While on his march, on this occasion, some 
of the Owairaut Moghuls who had secured Karajery the pretended 
Teymur Taush, brought him to the camp of the Tchobauuian, where 
by order of the pageant queen he was instantly put to death. In the 
mean time, the invention of Sheikh .Hussun was at work to contrive 
some schenxe, by which he might etfectually disconcert the measures 

* January, 1339, 
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and break np the army of Togha Teymur and the Eyiekhannian; and a. IT. 73a. 
he at last determined on the following. He sent a deputation to A . It. la .0. 
the camp of his adversaries, ostensibly, to propose afresii nes'ociations ..5- 

for peace; but in private to intimate to To^ha Teymur, that if he would 
tinite in a design which was in contemplation to destroy the E\!e- 
khauniau, he would on his part engage that the princess Sauky Beg 
should become his wife, and further evince his attachment by the most 
important and loyal services. With this proposal the credulous Mo- 
ghul immediately closed ; and after some further interchange of com- 
munication, finally transmitted to his artful correspondent a paper in 
his own hand writing, expressly inviting the Tchobaunian Ameirs to 
co-operate with cordial zeal, in the extermination of the Eylekhann- 
iaus ; in order, a& lie stated, that the government of the Tartar tribe.s 
mightbeoncemoreunited, andthe world etfcctnally relievedfrom those 
distractions to which it had been so long a prey. 

Dcdighted with the success of the artifice. Sheikh Hussun the Tcho- 
baunian, accompanied by a few of his principal olKcers, hastened in 
the middle of the night, to the out skirts of the enemy's encampment; 
and requesting that one of the Kylekhaunian leaders would attend to 
him, proceeded toexj)lain that however the Slieikh his opponent had 
associated himself with one who under the mask of friendship, could 
harhonr a ch^sign so perfidious against his person, as that which he was 
aixmt to disclose, he for his own part, disdained to he an accomplice 
in the base collusion, and should regret to see his most determined 
enemy become a victim to such perfidy. Then putting the paper which 
he had received from Togha Teymur, into the hands ot the officer who 
had presented himself at his approach, he returned to his own quarters. 

The Eylekhaunian received this paper with some degree of astonish- 
ment; and sending for one of the chiefs in the particular confidence of 
Togha Tevmur Khaiin, accommodated him with a perusal of the per- 
fidious scroll, which appeared to throw him into considerable confu- 
sion. He hastened however to disclose to his master, without d. l.iy, 
the mortifying result of hisill-adviscd intercourse with the crafty Tcho- 
baunian. * Togha Teymur, no less surprised at the effrontery of the 
deception which had been practiced upon him, tlian alarmed at the 
probable consequences of the developement, withdrew, in the course 
of the same night, towards Khorassaun ; while, thus abandoned to his 



m 


A. H. 730 - 40 , own resources, tlie Eylekhauuian retired to Alatauk, in theneighbor- 
A. D. 1339 - 40 . hood of which he fixed his abode, until something should occur to 
Habeib-us- incite him to further enterprize. 

* JahaunTeymur, thesonofUlatfreng, the son of Keykhautu, four- 
teenth, and Sulim AN Khaun, descended from Yeshmout the son of 
Hulauku, fifteenth of the Persian monarchs of the race of Jengueiz. 

His alliance with Togha Teymur Khaun having terminated thusin- 
auspiciously, Sheikh Hussun the Eyiekhaunian did not, however, con- 

Jahavn Teymur, tiniie long inactive, before his invention was employed to discover some 
XIVtb, and SULI. , . , . , , . . • • 

MANKHiUNXVth instrument wherewith to mask the designs ot hts own ambition. 

of the Perso-jengui- His choice at last fixed on Jahaun Teymur, the son of Shahzadah Ul- 
affreng son of Keykhautu, whombe accordinglyraised to the sovereign 
authority ; and proceeding with him into Arabian Irak, he succeeded 
inashorttime in subjugating the wholeofthat territory, with the inetro- 
polisotBaghdad, and ultimately with Diaurbekir and the countryalong 
the Tigris upw'ards. In the latter part of the year seven hundred and 
thirty nine,* Sheikh Ilussun Tchobaiiny, discovering also that the ma- 
chine of the Persian monarchy was not likely to proceed with suffici- 
ent energy or regularity, under the direction of a delicate and tender- 
hearted female, thought fit, with littleregard toher inclinations, totrans- 
ier the sovereign power, together with the person of the princess vSauky 
Beg, to Siiliman Khaun, one of the descendants of Yeshmout the son 
of Hul auku, whom he then seated on the tottering throne of Iran ; after 
which, fixing his head quarters, or principal residence, at Oujaun, he 
found, by tlie month of Shavaul of the year seven hundred and forty ,f 
that his authority was supported by a numerous and well affected body 
of soldiers. 

In the mean time, after securing his acquisitions in western Irak, 
Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhauuian, with Jahaun Teymur, the feeble 
monarch of his creation, had quitted Baghdad, and was advancing with 
determined hostility tow'ards Azerbaijaun ; but being early opposed 
by Suliman Khaun, and his general, Sheikh Hussun the Tchobauaian, 
he was defeated in battle with considerable loss, in the concludiii"- 
days of Zilhudje of the same year. In consequence of this defeat, the 
Eyiekhaunian was compelled to return to Baghdad, in circumstances 
ot uisgraceand humiliation ; while Ilussun Tchobauny coiuluetedhis. 

* The summer of 1380, | April, 1840, 
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Army in triumph to Tebreiz. He there nominated Ameir Seyarghaun, 
or Seyur Aga, the son of Sauky Beg by Ameir Tchobaun, under the 
tutelage of his brother A/e/e/r Ashruf the son of Teymur Taush, to the 
government of Persian Irak ; Ameir Peir Husseyne the son of Sheikh 
Mahmud the Tchobauiiian, who had, among others, exhibited distin- 
guished proofs of intrepidity and martial spirit, in the recent battle, 
was at the same time invested with the government of Farss, 

Having, on the other hand, effected his retreat to Baghdad, Sheikh 
II ussiin the Eylekhaunian, who had lost two of his principal generals, 
Ameir MahommedEysskutlugh, and Ameir Mussaufer Eynauk, in the 
late battle, proceeded without ceremony to depose from his ill-assorted 
honors, the passive and unimportant Jahaun Teymur, on the plea of in- 
capacity ; then collecting afresh an army of Arabs and Tartars he ad- 
vanced, in the spring of the seven hundred and forty first of the Hid- 
jerah,* once more towards Azerbaijaun. In Zitliudje of the same 
year,’!' while Suliman Khaun and the Ameirs of his party were as- 
sembling at Oujaun to resist this new invasion, it happened that, on 
some suspicion of intended violence on the part of his nephew Sheikh 
H ussLin, Ameir A aughy the son of Ichobaun, should have adopted 
the sudden resolution of withdrawing from the army of Suliman ; and 
in his flight driving before him to the number of sixtaousmd horses, 
Vvhich he had taken from the grounds where tingv had btam lettat pas- 
ture, his course unexpectedly led him through the vicinity of the spot, 
where the Eylekhaunian lay encamped. Observing the enormous 
cloud of dust occasioned by the motion of such a number of horses, 
and conceiving that they were about to be attacked by an immense 
force of the enemy, the troops of Irak were immediately struck with a 
panic; and made the best of their way home again, without halting 
to undeceive themselves. To complete the series of fortunate 
events which appeared to favor the aggrandizement of this power- 
ful family, the troops of Togha Teymur Khaun which menaced the 
invasion of Irak about the same period, in an opposite dir. crion, un- 
der his brother, Sheik Ally ivawun, were attacked and defeated by Me- 
lek Ashruf the son of reymur Taush, employed against them under 
the authority of ti’.e I'chobaunian. Sheikh Ally Kawun was killed 
some time afterwards, in an expedition against the Serbedaurians ; and 
'‘A. D. 1311. t June, 1341. 
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about the seven hundred and fifty second of the Hidjerah, long sub- 
sequent to the period under consideration, Togha Teymur himself per- - 
ished in the same quarter, by the hand of Khaujali Yaheya Kerauvy, 
oneofthe chiefs of that insurrection ; of which some notice has already 
been taken, in a collateral part of the compilation. . 

Subsequent to the disclosure of the above fortunate train of cir«3um 
stances, the Tchobaunian, accompanied by Suliman Khaun, conducted 
an army in the direction of Diaurbekir, committing dreadful ravages in 
his course, particularly in the territory of Moush; where he is described 
to have burnt and destroyed the habitations and the harvests of the de- 
fenceless natives, without the exception of either Mahommedan or 
infidel. On his arrival at Alardein, of which the governor submitted 
to his authority, he detached a division of the army, under his coiisiu 
german, Hadjy Beg the son of llussuu Tchobauny, towards Baghdad. 
Here the tide of fortune appears to have turned against him. Tlie di- 
vision under Iladjy Beg was entirely defeatoil by Amcir Hussun the 
Eyiekhaunian, assisted by Ameir Ally Jaiifier, and Kara Hussun, and 
otlier chiefs of his ])arty. Rejoined at iMardcin by the fugitives who 
escaped from this disaster, tiie Tchobaunian now directed his march 
northward across the Euphrates into llume, where he uuworthilv sig- 
nalized his vengeance by the total destruction of every town in that 
province, which had the slightest connection with tlu' partv of iiisrival ; 
and having levied an enormous contribution in siieeie upon the opu- 
lent inhabitants ofErzerum, he then withdrew into Azcruaijaiiu, to take 
up his residence atd'elireiz. 

His attention was henceforward principally devoted to the super- 
intendance of several public buildings, of which he had laid the foiin- 
dation at that city, and in particular, of a college, and convent I'or 
religious Mahommedaiis, of great extent and magnificence, of which 
he lived to see the early completion. Having, however, dispatched 
another army into Riime, under the personal direction of Suliman 
Khaun, assisted by Ameir Yakub Shah ; and the expedition terminat- 
ing in defeat and disgrace, the Tchobaunian conceived a suspicion of 
.some treachery, or misconduct on the part of Yakuli Shah, and-immey. 
diately threw him into prison. it would appear, that an adultcrnu.s 
intercourse hadforsometiinesubsisted between this chief and Ezzetme,- 
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lek, the wife of Amelr Sheikh Hussun; and the lady, apprehending that A. II, 7it, 
her paramour had been imprisoned in consequence of the discovery A- D- 1343 - 
of the intrigue, immediately determined on the destruction of her hus- Habeib-us- 
band. She prevailed upon three other women of the haram to assist 
in the atrocious design ; which was successfully carried into execution, 
on the nightof the twenty seventh of Rudjub of the seven hundred and 
forty fourth of the Hidjerah* in a way which singularly evinced the 
malignity of female revenge. •)■ 

Having thus accomplished her perfidious design, this abandoned 
profligate, next morning privately fled the palace with her accompli- 
ces, and found means to conceal herself in one of the city baths ; and 
the dread of Sheikh Hussun’s severity deterring every one from ap- 
proaching the apartments of the women, without particular permis- 
sion, his death continued for two days unknown. On the third day, 
however, the officers of his train becoming impatient, a female attend- 
ant was employed to enquire why their chief had remained for so many 
davs invisible ? The maid on entering the apartments, found the life- 
less body of the Tchobaunian, alone, the haram having been abandoned 
bv all tlie women ; and the circumstance was immediately announced 
to the Ameirs. After considerable search, the traitress and her ac- 


complices were discovered and secured; and by an ignominious death 
made some atonement, however inadequate, for the enormity oft he crimev 
The disordered fabric of the Persiangovernment was now destined, 
in great part, to devolve to the rigid sway ot Melek Ash rt;f the son 
of Teymur Taush ; a man whose tyrannical and sanguinary disposition 
is described to have made him equally feared and detested by friends 
and enemies. With his brother Sheikh Ilussun he had lived on terms, 


alternatelv, ot tricndship and hostility; and at tlie commencement of 
the vear seven humlred and forty three, being employed with a body of 
troops in the siege of Shirauz, he thought fit to abandon his designs 
in that quarter; and returning suddenly to Sultauaiali, he there en- 
tered into engagements of close amity witli his uncle \ angh\ Oan^^sety, 
or Paustv, the son of Tchobaun ; with whom he shortly afterwards 


retired to Baghdad, where they experienced from Sheikh llussuu I'lC 


Eylekhaunian, every proof of kindness and respect. 


* December 14t!i, 1013. + Cvnslricthne hsUum, 
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From thence, however, they were soon compelled to remove by the 
characteristic address of Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, who had 
not then suffered through the treachery of his wife ; and who found 
means through the intervention of one of the principal citizens, to 
persuade the Eylckhaunian, that the trvo chiefs had repaired to Bagh- 
dad, in reality with theconcurrence of their relative, and in order to seize 
an opportunity of making- away witli his rival. The insidious repre- 
sentation found immediate credit with the Eylckhaunian; and he was 
concerting measures to secure the persons of the suspected refugees, 
when they became apprized of their danger, and very seasonably made 
their escape. Having through a tliousand difficulties conveyed them- 
selves to Ebhcr, south-east of Sultauniah, they there learnt tliat Ilai- 
nielek the son of Eysskutlugh, with a numerous and splendid retinue, 
was encamped in the neighborhood, and they immediately determined 
on an attempt to surprise bun. With the handful of desperate adven- 
turers hy whom they were attended, they accordingly attacked the en- 
campment in the dead of night; and having killed the chief, and posses- 
sed themselves of a very considerable booty, they made the best of 
tlieir way to Isiahann. At that place, by raising heavy contributions 
from the opulent inhabitants of the country, they were enabled to levy 
a numerous body of troops, with which they proceeded towards Shir- 
auz, at this period in possession of Sheikh Abu Isiiauek Evnju ; but 
when they had advanced within one stage of that city, the death of 
Ameir Sheikh Hussun the Tchobaunian, as recently descrilied, was 
announced to them ; and on this, tiiey returned with their utmost ce- 
lerity into Azerh^ijaun. 

It would appear that having, for reasons unexplained, put to death 
Ghouje Husseyne, the son of the elder Hussun Tchobauny, soon after 
the assasination of Ameir Sheikh Hussun Koutehek, Sfiliman Khaun 
suddenly withdrew towards lvarahaiigh,conferringthe office of the Viz- 
zaurutonHadjy Hamzah, andTchobaun Akhtatchei, (the grandequer- 
ry, or master of the horse). He proceeded then to the enlargement of 
Yakub Shah, his colle^ue in the unsuccessful expedition into llume ; 
but possessing, already, resources and influence far beyond the other 
Ameirs of the empire, that chief very early presumed tJusurp an over- 
bearing predominance over the authority of his superior. Hence, find- 
ing his power reduced to a c^pher, Suliman Khaun dispatched ’with^ 
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out delay to solicit the support of Melek Ashruf and Ameir Yaughy ; 
and this was the communication which suspended the design against 
Shirauz, and hastened their return into Ir^k and Azerbaijaun. They 
reached Sultauniah on the first day of the new year,* prosecuting their 
march shortly afterwards, for Tebreiz, 

Pending these circumstances, Ameir Seyurghaun, or Seyiir Aga, for 
the name is thus indiscriminately exhibited, who had been confined 
in the castle of Karahessaur, in Rume, by the direction of his nephew 
the late Sheikh Hussun Tchobauny, contrived to cut off the governor 
oftheplace; andhavingequipped himself, and those whojoined him, from 
the stores which that fortress furnished in vast abundance, was also 
approaching Tebreiz. On intelligence of his design, the Ameirs Yau- 
ghy and Melek Ashruf hastened to meet, and to render all the testimo- 
nies of respect and zeal that they conceived to be due to their illustri- 
ous relative. From Mamouriah, where the first interview took place, 
they conducted tlie prince to Kouktchehpeykcr, a summer palace 
erected by Ameir Tchobaun; where they remained for a period of 
two months, totally engaged in a course of festivities and amusements, 
which did not, however, prevent the party from becoming every day 
more formidable in reputation and strength. 

After flattering himself with the expectation that the elder Ameirs, 
whom he had invited to his support, would have readily submitted to 
his authority, Sulimaii Khaun was considerably mortified to discover 
that his interest formed so trivial a part of their consideration ; and 
he withdrew, on the first opportunity, into Diaurbekir, his minister 
ITadjv Hamzah, with Cheyauth-ud-dein Mahommed Ally Shahy, 
and Eminaud-ud-dcin Seratiy, quitting him to join IMelek Ashrut. 
Nevertheless, in the hope that he should be able to engage the party 
in hostilities among themselves, Emmaud-ud-dpin, one oi tb.ose, ven- 
tured to adopt the tollowing expedient. Having left Ids tents and 
equipage all standing, he suddenly presented himseh to Ameir 
Se\’ u rghau n, and \ anghv Pausty, and announced to them iLat^ ^lelck 
Ashruf, who was encamped at the distance ot a league oi cwo, was 
sceretly arming his troops, avith the design ot attacking them by sur- 
prise. The two chiefs upon this, proceeded witb.out delay to prepare 
their followers to repel the perfidious attempt ; while r'delek Ashrut 
on his part, alarmed about midnight by a counter-rtpoit, thai LiS kins- 
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men were in motion to circumvent him, stood also to his defence. At 
the retiini ofda\', Melek Ashrufsent to demand the occasion of all this 
alarm and uproar, since, with the Persian empire yet to conquer, it 
appeared rather premature to dispute about the division. He was ac- 
quainted in reply with the nature of the intelligence communicated 
by £n>maud-ud-dein; to which having solemnly averred that there ex- 
isted not the sliQ-htest foundation, he further demanded that the incen- 
diary should be immediately conveyed to his presence, as the surest 
means of restoring that harmony which he had so maliciously endea- 
voured to destroy. Emmaud-ud-dein was accordingly conducted to 
the camp ofiNIelek Ashruf, by whom he was immediately put to death. 
The three cliiefs then proceeded together to Tebreiz. 

This coalition was, however, not destined to be of any stability or 
duration. Eor the inhabitants of Tebreiz exhibiting for the Ameirs 
Seyurghauii and Yaughy Paustv, as the immediate issue of Ameir 
Tchobaun, far more distinguished marks of respect, than they seemed 
disposed to yield to Melek Ashruf, who was only the grandson of that 
illustrious chief, the jealousy of the nephew was excited ; and he re- 
moved in displeasure fromTebreiz to a placecalledSehend. When he had, 
for some time, continued to reside at this place, he either received, or 
affected to have received, intelligence that his relatives were at last seri- 
ously engaged in adesign to attack him,onaparticular night. On which he 
armed in earnest, and accompanied by oneof his surviving brothers march- 
edstraight forTebreiz. Learning, however, on bis approach that the ob- 
jects of his vengeance had decamped in the night for Khoui, he pro- 
ceeded without delay in pursuit of them; and having arrested their 
retreat on the plain of Aanabad, he there brought them to battle, and 
in a conflict of considerable obstinacy, entirely defeated them. 

His superiority being completely established by the defeat and flight 
of the Ameirs Seyurghaun, and A^aughy, Melek Ashruf took up his 
quarters for the present, at a station called Tateil ; where he thought 
it expedient to bestow the sovereign dignity, now extenuated into a 
mere shadow, on a prince of the name of Noushirvaun, allied to the 
monarch of Keptchauk, on whom he conferred at the same time the 
title of U1 Audel — the just. Soon after this he extended his power 
throughout the territory of Arran, and the whole of Azerbaijaun ; but 
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of the individual wliomhe thus nominally raised to the royal authoritv. a. 
and who may be considered as the last ot'thc Persian monarchs of the 
race of Jengueiz, little further appears to have reached posteiity. H 
Having etfected their escape from the late battle to a station called 
Banbi, the Aineirs Yangliy Baussety and Seyurghaun, on the other 
hand, dispatched two persons from thence, to sue for an accommoda- 
tion with their nephew ; who expressed himself, on his part, extremely 
well disposed to accede to their wishes, at the same time that he urged 
the necessity of their presence on the spot, to share with him in the 
fatigues of government. Seyurghaun could not prevail with himself 
to repose any confidence in these professions ; but retiring into D iar- 
bekir, was there ultimately destroyed by Sheikh Hussun the Evle- 
khaunian. While Ameir Yaughy, venturing to commit his destiny to 
the discretion of Melek Ashruf, was shortly afterwards made away with, 
by means that were never disclosed. 

Melek Ashruf now conceived himself at liberty to indulge, without 
restraint, in his violent and cruel propensities. In the seven hundred 
and forty sixth ofthe Hidjcrah, he seized liis brother Melek Xusscr, and 
confined him to an iron cage ; and in the year following, in addition to 
the miseries already inflicted upon lier by the iron hand of Ashruf, 
the city of Tebreiz was visited by a dreadful pestilence ; which ban- 
ished from that place, and from the greater part of Azerbaijaun, all who 
possessed the means of securing a tolerable reception in othercountries, 
beyond the reach of the oppressor. 

In the spring of seven hundred and forty eight,* at the head of a 
powerful army, the tyrant proceeded to invade the territories, in Ara- 
bian Irak, under the authority of Sheikh Hussun the Eylekhaunian, 
and laid siege to the metropolis of Baghdad; his antagonist being un- 
able to keep the field against him. Finding, however, after some time, 
that the enterprize was accompanied with difficulties which he was 
not prei)ared to surmount, or, according to others, being seized with 
alarming apprehensions in another quarter, Ashrut determined to raise 
the siege; and in consequence of such determination, soon afterwards 
withdrew into Azerbaijaun. 

Three years afterwards, namely, in tlie seven hundred and fifty first 
ofthe Hidjerah,t he marched with fifty thousand horse to invest Isfj. 

•A.D. 1347. t A, D, 1350. 
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A. H. 751-52. haun ; which he found, however, so vigorously protected against his 
A. D. 1350-al. by the courage and circumspection of the Ameirs Nudjm-ud- 

Habeib-us- and Khaujah Mahmud, who commanded on the part of Ameir 

S6\ r» ^ 

Abu Ishauck Aynjfi, that after a siege of fifteen days, he consented to 

a treaty of peace ; the Isfahaunians agreeing on their part, to include 
the name of the pageant Noushirvaun in the Khotbah, to pay down 
the sum of two thousand dinaurs of gold, (a sum of no great magnitude 
for such a city) and to send out what was equivalent to one hundred 
thousand more, the produce of their most esteemed manufactories. Sa- 
tisfied with theseconcessions, Melek Ashruf returned into Azerbaijaun. 

He is norv said to have abandoned all further views of conquest, and 
to have transferred hisabodeto the town of Rebbeia Reshidy ; w'hither, 
aftercausing it to be surrounded by a ditch and rampart, he directed the 
whole of the inhabitants ofTebreiz and the neighborhood, excepting 
perhaps such as were attached to the religious establishments, to be 
removed ; and the new town soon exhibited, in consequence, a popu- 
lation which in multitude, far surpassed the bounds of credibility. 

The murders and confiscations of wliich this tyrant had been guilty 
towards all classes of the people, not excepting even his own nearest 
relatives, had, however, been carried to an extent so grievous and op- 
pressive, that his mind became at last the abode of the most gloomy 
apprehensions. The light was excluded from the apartment which 
he usually inhabited. The most extraordinary j#ecautions were adopted 
with respect to what he eat and drank. Sheep and poultry wmre kil- 
led in his own presence, and the w^ater brought for his use was 
poured into china jars under his own inspection ; and fivm thousand 
guards selected for the purpose were perpetually on duty in his palace. 
Last of all, an iron chain hung round with bells, to which he gave the 
name of the chain of justice, was suspended to the entrance of his 
chamber of state ; in order that by putting the bells in motion, such as 
sought redress ot injury might make their complaints immediately 
known to him. Conceiving perhaps at the same time, that his appre- 
hensions might be in some measure alleviated by the soft endearments 
of beauty, he, in the course of the seven hundred and fifty second of 
the Ilidjerah* espoused the daughter of the prince of .Mardein ; bur 
alter solemnizing his nuptlais with extraordinary magnificence, he cou- 

’A.D. 1351. 
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ceived at the first interview an aversion for his bride, and never saw 
her afterwards. 

A representation of the accumulated crimes and oppressions of the 
ty rant was, at length, conveyed to Jauny Beg Khaun of Keptchauk, 
through the medium of the Kauzy of Berdya ; and that monarch, in the 
course of the seven hundred and fifty seventh of the Hidjerah,* was on 
his march towards Azerbaijaun. Having ascertained the truth of this 
intelligence, Melek Asiiruf, after a seclusion of several years, issued 
from the gates of his favorite abode, and formed an encampment at the 
station of Shabbeghauzan ; his treasure, and jewels, and the most va- 
luable of his effects, having been previously conveyed, by a train of 
one thousand camels, and four hundred mules, towards Oujaun. But, 
finding that Jauny Beg was much nearer at hand, than his information 
had led him to expect, his fears increased upon him to a degree of per- 
turbation ; and charging two of his confidential domestics, Khaujah 
l^iilu, and Shukker Khauzen, to conduct the women and his treasures, 
by the pass of Mezeid, to the well, or reservoir, of Khaujah lieshid, 
he proceeded himself in the direction of Oujaun ; the domestics being 
instructed toreniain in their retreat, until they should hear that he was 
triumphant over his enemies, in w'hich case they were to return to 
Tebreiz. Otherwise, they were to make the best of their way towards 


Khowi, north-east of the lake of Van. Having thus far provided for 
the security of all thatavas most valuable, Ashruf pitched his camp by 
the side of the Mchranroud ; detaching A ukhy Jouk, and other Ameirs, 
with the main body ot his troops, and abundantly supplied with aims 
and treasure, towards Onjaun. After this, with two thousand of his 
household troops and domestics, he took post apart from danger on 
a range of hills, somewhere in the vicinity, to await the issue ol the 
impending contest. 

Until convinced, by the evidence of their own senses, of the over- 
whelming force led on by Jauny Beg, and of the impracticability of such 
an attempt, the genends of Ashruf had, on first assembling at On- 
jaun, formed a {ilan of surrounding the O Uzbeks. But they no sooner 
viewed the formidable array, and vast mubitudes of the invaders, than 
all their bolder plans gave way to the despair ot etiectual resistance ; 
and they immediately dispersed in every possible direction. Melek 
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A. H. “58, Ashruf, on the hills where he had taken post, was soon apprized of this 
A. D. 1357. prelude to the consummation of his destiny. He returned immedi- 
Habeib-u'i- gtely to Shubbeghauzan ; and having rested there for one night, he 
**^'*^' continued his retreat towards the pass, within which he had directed 
his domestics with their sacred charge, to await his instructions. In 
the mean time he was forsaken by the whole of his attendants^two Georg- 
ian slaves excepted, with whom he reached the spot where he expected 
to find his family. But on intelligence of the fatal reverse in their 
masters’s fortune, the men, to whom he had consigned the precious de- 
* posit of all that remained valuable to him, proceeded to pillage his ef- 

fects, and to set the women at large. The cruel disclosure that thus 
awaited him at the well of Reshid could not contribute to revive his 
hopes ; and he finally directed his trembling steps towards Khowi, for- 
merly mentioned. On the way to that place, he ventured to solicit 
a few hours’ repose at the residence of a certain Sheikh Mahommed 
Balektchei, perhaps Baikhy, who received him with every' outward 
demonstration of respect and kindness ; but wdio, at the same moment 
dispatched a message to the Kbaun ofKeptchauk, to acquaint him with, 
the retreat of his unhappy guest. 

The person of Ashruf was immediately secured by an officer employed 
for the purpose by the Ouzbek monarch, and he was now conducted 
a prisoner to Tebreiz ; where, from the terraces of their houses, the 
inhabitants cast ashes on his head, and otherwise treated him with 
every mark of indignation and insult, in return for the multiplied op- 
pressions which he had accumulated upon tliem. The ensuing day 
be was conveyed to Oujaun, to the presence of Jauny Beg Khaun ; 
whose first and only question on his approach was, “ wherefore he had 
“ desolated the noble countries placed at his discretion by the indul- 
“gence of a capricious fortune r” To which he replied, that the evils 
ascribed to him had been perpetrated without his concurrence, by the 
agents of his- government. Jauny Beg then quitted Oujaun, and en- 
camped on the banks of the Hushtroud ; where he caused the wretched 
Ashruf shortly afterwards, to atone with his blood, for the crimes 
committed either by himself, or under the sanction of his authority. 
His head was conveyed toTebreiz, and suspended to the raven mosque 
at that City. Jauny Beg followed at his convenience, and enter- 



ing at the head of ten thousand troops, took up his abode in the palace A. H. 

of the successors of Hulauku,in the same metropolis. Having then 

vested the government of the conquered countries in his son Berdy HabeiU-ua- 

sc^ r« 

Beg Khaun, he finally returned towards the Volga ; taking with him 
the greater part of the treasures, together with a son and daughter, of 
the tyrant Ashruf. 

These concluding eventsappear to have taken placeduring the sev'en 
hundred and fifty eighth of the Hidjerah, under which we have accord- 
ingly v'entured to class them. 

Not long after bis return into Keptchauk, Jauny Beg Khaun reppsed 
from all his cares in the chamber of death ; and this event requiring 
the presence of Berdy Beg tosecure the throne of his ancestors, the pro- 
vince of Azerbaijaun was immediately abandoned to its fate. An 
opportunity thus occurred of which Aukliy Jouk, the chief recently 
adverted to, did not neglect to avail himself; and he accordingly hast- 
ened, with the assistance of the relatives of Melek Ashruf and the 
friends of the family, to take possession of Tebreiz. Of that city, and 
of the territory of Azerbaijaun depending upon it, he appears to have 
made himself master without difficulty; after which, committing the 
subordinate administration of the government to the discretion of Em- 
maud-ud-dein Mahmud the Kermaunian, and Abu Bukkerthe son 
of Ally the Jilaiinian, he kindled afresli the devouring flames of op- 
pression and violence, and restored, in all its iniquitous forms and prac- 
tices, the hated system of the tyrant Ashruf. 

Sultan Aweiss, the son of Amcir Sheikh Hussun Buzurg, second of 
the Eylekhauuians. 

After having, for many years, maintained himself in independent 

power, over Baghdad, and the territory adjoining to the Tigris, Sheikh 

Hussun the Eylkhaunian, not uufreqnently entitled Sheikh Hussun 

Buzurg — the greater, appears to have died a natural death some time 

in the course of the seven hundred and fiity seventh of the Hidjerah ; on Sultav Awf.i 

vvhichthe cliiels attached tohisgovernment concurred in hestowinc'the 

• I'll ’ L Khaiiujaiis, 

diadem and authority of the father, on Sultan Aweiss, lus eldest son by 
Hilshaud Khautun, the daughter of Teymur Taush, and sister of his 
inveterate lival Sheikh Hussun Tchobauuy. This prince tlien suc- 
ceeded to his father’s government in Rudjub of the year seven hundred 
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A. II. 758 - 59 . and fifty seven;* and he proved, according- to our author, without exag. 

A. D. 1357 - 58 . gelation of language, a just and humane sovereign, the father of his peo- 
Ilabeib-iis- liberal encourager of genius and learning in every shape. 

Aided by the fame of his virtues, he experienced therefore but little 
difficulty in reducing to his authority, in a very short space of time, 
the whole of Irak Ajem, with Azerhaijaun and Arran ; and in reco- 
vering, at least, the western provinces of the Persian empire, from that 
abject state of misery to which they had fallen, under the flagitious 
* tyranny of its recent oppressors. 

In the spring of the seven hundred and fifty ninth of the Ilidjerah, 
when it was well ascertained that Bcrdy Beg Khaun had returned into 
Keptchauk, and that Aiikhy Jouk had made himself master of A zer- 
baijaim on his departure, Sultan Aweiss quitted his capital of Bagh- 
dad, at the head of a numerous and formidable army, and directed Ids 
march for Tebreiz. In some part of the intervening mountainous fron- 
tier, he was resolutely opposed by Aukliydouk ; and a conflict of two 
days ensued lietwcen the hostile chiefs, on the former of which nei- 
ther pretended to claim the victory ; but, on the second day, the Sul- 
tan succeeded indriving his adversary from the field of battle, Aukhy 
Jouk retired towards Tebreiz closely followed by his conqueror ; to 
whom on his approach, he abandoned that metropolis, without resis- 
tance, continuing his own retreat towards Nakhtchuaun. Sultan Au- 
eiss entered Tebreiz shortly afterwards, and took up his quarters in the 
palace of the Reshidian family; where he received the submission of 
the Ameirs of the party of Ashruf. These he treated, at first, with 
distinguished kindness ; but at the expiration of a few days conceiving 
some suspicion of treachery, he condemned not less than forty seven of 
them, during the sacred month of Ramzaun,* to perish by the sword 
of the executioner. A remnant escaped, however, to join Aukliy 
Jouk, with whom they nextproceeded from Nakhtchuaun to Karabauglu 
Not long after this, Ameir Ally Peiltun was detached by Sultan 
Aweiss, to crush the designs of the enemy. But, in consequence of 
some secret discontent which he harboured against his employer, this 
commander either through treachery or criminal misconduct, suftered 
himsed tobedefeatcr r < d theSultan wascompeIIed,by theconsternati- 
gn which followed among ins troops, to abandon Azerbaijaun, and return 

* Julv, 135^, 
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toBaglidad. Hence, Aukliy Jeuk found himselfin a situation toropos- 
sess himself once more, of that devoted 'province, aud to resume at lei- 
sure his plans of oppression and violei^e. 

In the spring of seven hundred and sixty,* he was, however, assailed 
from another quarter, and finally driven from Tebreiz, by Mubaurez- 
ud-dein Mahommcd of the race of INIuzuffur, with the army of Shir- 
auz. He now separated from the associates of his turbulent designs, 
and took sanctuary with a certain devotee of the name of Suddur-ud- 
dein Kebaun, whom he had adopted as his spiritual father. ' Some time 
afterwards, Sultan Aweiss recovered Azerbaijaun, on the retreat of the 
Shirauzian; and prevailed upon him, by a promise of indulgent and li- 
beral treatment, to quit his asylum, and repair to the presence. But, 
when he hadcontinued forsoinetimetoenjoythe advantages of theSuI- 
tan’s humane protection, hecould not be withlieldfromenteringafresh, 
w ith Ally Peiltun, and Jullaul-ud-dein the Kazvinian, into a conspir- 
acy to subvert the government of his protector ; and the design being 
discovered to the Sultan, by the Sheikh Suddur-iid-dein recently al- 
luded to, Aukhy Jouk and his accomplices were immediately con- 
demned to die for their ingratitude. 

To omit the recital of some events of little moment, which distin- 
guished the interveuins period, the narrative maybe sulfcred to pass 
without much injury to the suljcct, to tb.e seven hundred and sixty 
fifth of the Hidjerah w'hen Khaiijah Herjan, W’ho conducted the 
goveriinieiit of Baghdad, as the lieutenant ot Sultan Aweiss, ventured 
to exalt the standard of rebellion against the authority ot his superior. 
The Sultan marched without delay to chastise the disobedience of his 
refractory vassal, w^ho appeared at first disposeei to hazard a conflict 
in the field ; hut the banners of his master no sooner met bis view, 
than he conceived himselt abundantly foitunate to make good his 
retreat, behind the walls of Baghdad, after destio^i'ng the biidge of 
the Tigris. + Tlic day following, however, calculating on the distin- 
guished moderation and clemency of his offended sovermyn. he threw 
open the gates, and dispatched the whole of the principal aud most res- 
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A. IT. 7f;.i 7l. pcctablc inhabitants to meet and conduct the Sultan fn triumph, into 
A. l) . i:s< i:i (i!). Sultan Aweiss had the magnanimity to realize the expect- 

ations, by pardoning the offences of this audacious and ungrateful rebel. 

’ Having devoted a period of eleven months to a variety of amuse- 

ments at Baghdad, Sultan Aweissconferredthegovernment of that place 
on Sultan Shah his treasurer, and proceeded towards Mossule ; which 
he succeeded in wresting from the possession of the brother of Behram 
Khaiijah the Turkman. From iMossuIe, he continued his march up- 
wards to the plains of Moush, where he gave battle to the same Beh- 
ram Khaiijah, who is described as the uncle of the afterwards cele- 
brated Kara Yhssuf ; and having carried pillage and desolation tlirougli 
all the possessions of the tribe, that of the Karakuynlu, or black wea- 
thers, lie returned by the route of Karakeleissia, or the black churclies, 
to the metropolis of Tehreiz. 

uile the Sultau was absent at Baghdad on tliis occasion, ^lelck 
Kawus the son ot Keykobaud, prince ot Shirvaun, whose descendants 
retiiined a consideranlo share ot distinction even to the davs in which 
the author composcil his history,* embraced the opportunity to make 
twosuccessive incursionsinto the territory of Karabaugh ; from whence 
he ti anspoi ted tne gi cater part of the popu lation into his own country. 
On his letuin into Azerbaijaun,j' the Sultan, on intelligence of these 
r( peated acts of aggression, resolved to employ his minister Behram 
Beg, with other distinguished chiefs, to chastise the insolence of the 


aggressor, and finally to reduce Shirvaun. The troops ofSultan iVw'eiss 
entered the province accordingly in great force, Mi'lek Kawus retiring 
before them into, or within the range of, the strong holds of his coun- 
hen the invaoing geneials hadcontinueel, how ever, for a period 
of three months, to harass his dominions in every direction, without 
evincing many shapeadisposition to withdraw, theprince of Shirvaun, 
eonsidcrmg that if he did not contrive by a seasonable submission, to 
avert the mischief, his country must be finallv ruined, adopted the 
hazardous resolution of delivering his person int^ the hands of Behram 

imaiediately conveyed in fetters to the pre- 
.v.nce of lis sovereign. After an imprisonment of three months, his 
confidence in thel.berality of his adversary, was justified by a restora- 
tion m the government of his native and hereditary dominion. 

‘ 1 he early part vi the M.vteeiith century of the Chrbtiau xra. f -'t. D. 13G4. 
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From this perioJ to the seven hundred and seventy first of the TTid- 
jerah, tlic only events recorded by the historian, arethe deathsof Aiiieir 
Kaussem the brother of Sultan Aweiss, of Sultan Shah Khazen the 
governor of Baghdad, who was succeeded by Kliaujah i\Ieijan,and of 
the Sultan’s favorite minion, Belirain Shah ; for the latter of whom, lie 
appears to have exhibited some unprecedented demonstrations ofgrief 
and mourning. 

During the year seven hundred and seventy one, nearly three hun- 
dred thousand persons are stated to have perished, either in or about 
Tebreiz, of a dreadful pestilential disorder ; and in the course of the fol- 
lowing-year, Aineir ’W'ully, who, on the assassination ofToglia Tey- 
mur Ivhaun, had possessed himself of tlie territory ot Jui'jaun adjoining 
to the south-east angle of the Caspian, discovering some designs hostile 


to the authority of Siiltan Aweiss. the latter proceeded iii force to- 
wards that quarter. In aii obstinate conflict whicli took place in tlie 
territorv of Rev, Amcir VVully was totally defeated hy the Eylkhaini- 
ian; who pursued his routed troops without intermission, and with 
<_u-eat slaughter, all the way to Semiiaun. At that place the STiltan 
relinquished the pursuit, and, having conferred tlie government of Rev 
upon KutlugShah, returned into Azerbaijaun, Two years aftcrw.ards, 
on the departure of Kutliig Shah for Isfahauii, the same government 
was vested in Aadel .\ga, of whom much will occur iu the subsequent 
pages ; but ofwhom, for the present, it will he sufficient to state, that 
he^was the same person referred to, by the historians of these times, 
under the designati n of Saurck Aadel ; that he commen.-ed his ca- 
reer as superintendant of the arsenal; after which, boeomingenidll.-d 
in the train ofShliman Begum, the foster mother of .Sultan Awmss, 
he gradually attained to the most important governments niuh r the 


Evlkhaunian monarehs. 

Durin- the seven hundred and seventy third of tlie llul,crah, is men- 
tioned thi, death of Amcir Zaul.cd, the brother orSfiltm. Art e,..; who 
fell from the terrace of the palaec ofOujaun. in a f.t of mtoxi.-alion and 
was killed on the s|.ot. In the course of the same .year. Anrerr S. n I y 
appeared before the nates ofSiwah. which he attacke, ami earmnl by 
assault. Mhbatirek Shah the governor, alter eoneral,,,..- linns 1 b.r 
some davs.finallv secured the protection o.niie com, ueror, by present- 
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A. H. 773-76. ing him with his daughter, a maid of singular heaiily and attractions. 

1371-/4. XheJurjaunianwithdrewshortly afterwards to hisown province. Melek 
Habeib-us- dying in the course of tlie year seven hundred and seventy three, 

the country of Shirvaun was bestowed on his son Hoshung; who had 
accepted of some employment under the authority of Sultan Aweiss. 

The government of Baghdad w’as consigned to Khaujah Serour, on 
the death of Khaujah Merjan, towards the conclusion of the seven 
hundred and seventy fifth of the liidjerah ; and in seven hundred 
and seventy six, tliat part of the city which lay along the Tigris, being 
overwhelmed by an extraordinary inundation of the river, near forty 
thousand of the inhabitants perished among the ruins. Khaujah Ser- 
our is said to have been so deeply affected by this unforeseen calamity, 
as to have died of grief; on which his government was transferred to 
* Wejeiah-ud-dein Ismaeil, the son of Nejeib-ud-dein the Vezzeir. 

Towards the end of the latter Rebbeia of the same year, the 776 th of 
the Hidjerah,* Suitan Aweiss was attacked by a severe and dan'^erous 
disorder, from which he never recovered. According to the relation, 
of Hauffez Abru, he had been apprized of the period of his- death for 
three months previous to the attack which produced it; and he had in 
consequence, made every arrangement preparatory to the awful crisis, 
even to his shroud and coffin. The symjitoms of his approaching dis- 
solution became, at last, sufficiently visible to all, and the Ameirsand 
officers of his court assembled round the pillow of their amiable sover- 
eign, to receive his dying instructions. The SCdtan exiyessed a desire 
that the succession to the supreme power, should be considered to have 
devolved to his son llusseyue, and the government of Baghdad and 
western Irak to Sheikh Hussun ; hut, as thelattcr was the cider brother,, 
he left them to decide, whether he vv’ould submit to such au arrange- 
ment. The courtiers considering this a sufficient warrant for their 
proceedings, hastened to secure the person of llu.ssun, whom they 
immediately threw into imprisonment. The Sultan breathed his last, 
on the night of the second of the latter Jumniaudy and the devoted 

Hussu'ti was the same night, dispatched to accompany the spirit of his 
father. 

Sultan Husseyxe, the son of Aweiss, third of the Eylkhaunians. 

* September, 1374* t November 7th, 1371, 
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The succession thus secured to him by the assassination of his eldtx k. H 776 77 
brother, Sultan Husseyne ascended the throne of Tebreiz without op- !>• 1374 - 73 . 
position, immediately confirmiiij to the several Ameirs, the ho\iors 
aiid appointments which they had held under the authority of his fa- 
ther ; and, if the advantages of a person uncommonly handsome, audof 
eloquence to command universal esteem and obedience, had beeusuf- 

- . , 1 j j • , Sultan 

ncient to ensure a prosperous and splendid reign, t!ia new monaren sEYNK,l\u„f 
is described to have possessed these qualifications in a very eminent tl>« 
degree. 

Early in the spring of the seven hundred and seventy seventh of the 
Ilidjerah, Sultan Husseyne conducted a force against the possessions 
of Behram Khaujah, and Kara Mahomined, the Turkmans ; who had 
by this time established themselves at Arjis, or Arjish, and in the 
territory adjoining, north westward, to the lake of Van. Having wit- • 
nessed the successive reduction of many of their castles, the Turk- 
man chiefs, finally submitted to a treaty, under which they engaged, 
by way of tribute, to furnish the Si'iltan with an annual supply of 
twenty thousand sheep. In the course of the same year he was, how- 
ever defeated withgreat loss, at Jerinaukhan, by Shah .Sluijia, theson of 
Mahomined of the race of Muzuffur, the Shiraiiziaii, and compelled to 
fly to Baghdad. But ■when he had continued, for a period of about 
three months, to enjoy the fruits of his victory at Tebreiz, Shah Shujia 
being recalled to Shirauz, to oppose the hostile designs of his brother 
Yaheya, Sultan Husseyne hastened to avail himself of the opportu- 
nity to regain his capital. 

Subsequent to this, for some time at least, the Sultan appears to have 
resio-ned himself to his pleasures ; and removing from Tebreiz to Ou- 
jaun, he fixed his permanent residence at the latter place, inviting 
Aadel Aga from Sultauniah to take upon himself the entire manage- 
ment of the government ; and this the latter accordingly proceeded to 
exercise with unlimited controul. 

Such a delegation of authority proved, however, as had been exper- 
ienced on a variety of former occasions, the source of serious discon- 
tent among the Ameirs ; and a combination was soon concerted among 
them to ruin the minister. In order to assist in the execution of their 
design, they undertook to recal from Syria, wdiithcr he had been ban- 
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A. H. 780 82 . ished for life by the Sultan, a certain Kauzy Sheikh Ally; and soon 

A. D. 1378 80 . after the return of this person, they proceeded in the course of some 
IJabeib-us* public discussion of affairs, to declare to Aadel Aga, that although they 
had hitherto acquiesced without remonstrance in the authority which 
he had been chosen to exercise, they were now' come to a resolution 
no longer to submit to it. The Aga replied, with apparent unconcern, 
that they were perfectly at discretion to judge for themselves; and 
immediately quitting the assembly repaired to his own mansion, and 
from thence, without giving them time to deliberate on their further 
plans, made the best of his way to Sultauniah. The factious chiefs 
repented, when too late, that they had suffered an adversary so dan- 
gerous to escape the toils ; and they employed an agent to endeavor, 
by every concession in their pow'er to make, to prevail upon him to 
return. The minister was, however, not to be imposed upon by pro- 
fessions so insidious, and continued his journey without remission, 
until he reached the plain under the walls of Sultauniah. Soon after 
he had thus escaped from his enemies, he gave protection to Shah 
Munsur, who had fled from Shirauz to avoid the resentment of his bro- 
ther Shah Shujia ; and he obtained the government of Hamadaun for 
the fugitive. 

Sidtan Ilusseyne, under considerable alarm with respect to the ul- 
timate views of his Ameirs, on the flight of Aradel Aga, availed him- 
self of the pretence of a ride to the country, to w ithdraw as suddenly 
from Oujaun, and to hasten with all the celerity of \vhich he was ca- 
pable, to Tebreiz ; w'here he immediately prepared to defend himself 
by barricading the streets and entrances into the tow'u. On the elope- 
ment of the Sultan, the seditious nobles threw off all further restraint ; 
and having distributed the contents of the treasury and arsenals among 
their followers, proceeded straight for Baghdad. In the mean time, in- 
telligence of their movements was early conveyed by the Shltaii to 
Aadcl Aga, and they weie pursued by that minister, accompanied by 
Shah Munsur the Shirauzian, without delay, at the head of five thous- 
and horse. They were overtaken by tlie advanced guard of these 
troops under Shah Munsur, at the station of Altunkoim ; and part of 
them having dispersed for safety, the remainder claimed the protectiou 
of Munsur, who unguardedly promised them their lives. Kauzy 
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Sheikh Ally and others of the disaffected Ameirs, who had Ihusvn-, a II 780 8-^ 
rendered themselves, were now conducted to the camp of Aadel A'-:> A. D. 1378-8O, 
who immediately hastened in charge of them towards Tebreiz. Whew Habeibus- 
he reached Meraughah, on the way to that metropolis, in consequence 
of a letter from the Sultan written in letters of gold with his own hand, 
the minister, how'ever, in spite of the most serious remonstrances on 
the part of Shah Munsur, who had pledged himself for their personal 
safety, directed the whole of the prisoners to be put to death ; with 
the exception of the factious Kauzy, who contrived to redeem himself 
from the sword of the executioner, at the expence of one hundred to- 
mauns.* Shah Munsur immediately withdrew to Hamadaun, highly 
offended at the disregard with which his intercession in behalf of the 
rebellious Ameirs, had been thus treated ; while Aadel Aga continued 
his march to Tebreiz, where additional favors awaited him from the 
gratitude of his sovereign. 

On the death of Khaujah Serour, Ameir Ismaeil, the son of the Vez- 
zeir Zekkareia, had. as formerly noticed, succeeded to the government 
of Baghdad. Having, howev'er, by his indiscriminate advancement 
of individuals of low birth and vicious morals, given considerable of- 
fence to Sliahzadali Sheikh Ally the son of Sultan Aweiss, who re- 
sided there at this period in a private capacity, Ameir ismaeil was 
unexpectedly, attacked on his way to the principal mosque, oneFriday 
ill the 782d of the ilidjeral!, and assassinated, 1)V the man who hore 
liisquiver; and his uncle, in endeavoring to assi.st him against the mur- 
derer, sliareil his fate. The assassin and his accomplices hastened 
immediately to the presence of the Sliahzadali to announce whatliail 
passed; without, however, obtaining credit for their information, until 
they had returned for the head of the fallen chief, which was then sus- 
pended to the end of a beam in the walls of his own palace. On this 
subject, it is described as a remarkable circumstance, that while he 
was one day superintending the progress of the building, a carpenter 
was about to cut off the end. of this very beam, because it projected 
through the wall ; when Ismaeil himself interposed with theobservation 

•Therewould becoioitlerable flirtkiilty in dcciihiig v.liat t[ii> •ai-lit arnouni to. The 
loniaun of the picsmt <la.v, (1799) cbtiniated at about lbirl\ hah crov.ns. 15ut the to- 
inaiuj taken at tea tbonuind, wi-uUl in.ii-.e the sum one railliuii ; «!ietber oi Umaurs or dir.. 
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that itmightone time orother^servesoniesuch purpose as that to xvhich 
; it was now applied, little dreaming that he was unconsciously prognos- 
ticating the fate of his own head. 

When these proceedings became known at Tebreiz, Sultan Hiisscvne 
yielded with a good grace to confer the government of Baghdad upon 
his brother ; assuring him in the letters which accompanied the patent 
of investiture, that he could not entertain the slightest objection to his 
assuming the authority which had thus incidentally fallen to him ; he 
should only recommend it as a measure of expedience, that some troble- 
man ot rank and talents might be retained about his person, in order 
to superintend the discipline ot the soldiery, .and watch over the peace 
and tranquillity of the people at large ; and for this object, any per- 
son ot that class whom he thought fit to name, should be immediatelv 
directed to attend his orders. The agent employed to convey these 
dispatches, returned to his master highly gratified with the reception 
which lie had experienced from the Shalizadah ; although the latter 
proceeded to exercise his own discretion, in his choice of the officers 
ot his government ; bestowing the charge of the Vizzaurut upon Abdiil- 
nudek 1 umghatclici, and raising the murderers of Ameirlsmacil to the 
most distinguished appointments under his authority. 

finding, however, on experience, that his affiiirs derived but little 
advancement from the exertions of such men as these, Sheikh Ally at 
last directed his views towards Peir Ally Baudek, the -overnor of 
Shushter on the part of Shah Shujia the Shirauzian ; who had for- 
merly served among his stipendiaries, and whom he now invited to 
Baghdad Peir Ally gladly accepted the invitation, and was invested 
by theShahzadah on his arrival, with the uncontronled administration 
ot the government ; and he succeeded in a short time, in reducing the 
hole of Arabian Irak under the authority of Ins employer 

with 

,iews of Sultan Husseyne and his mil, islet; and, accordinglv, as 
soon as he had assembled and equipped a sufficient force forthe expe- 
ition,t lat prince proceeded, in the spring of the seven hundred and 
eighty second ot the Midjerah,* towards Baghdad. Shahzadah Shefkh 
Aliy and his annister abandoned the place, at his approach, without 
istance, and retired to Shushter, the capital of Khuzistaun ; whi- 

* A.D.ISSO. 
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Aer, had the intreaties of Aadel Agaavailed, they would have ^ n 

mediately pursued by the undivided force of the Tebrizians to iViv A. !>• 1380 oi- 
entire extermination. But, the habits of debauchery to which the Su\. Habeib-uv 
tan was become now deplorably devoted, irresistibly attracted him to 
Baghdad-; while Aadel Aga, with a part only of the army, proceeded, 
under considerable dissatisfaction of mind, towards Shusliter. Tlierc 
in a short time, he concluded a treaty with the enemy; only stipulating, 
that the Shahzudah should for the future confine himself to the terri- 
tory ofShushter, and the province of Khdzistaun, without interfering 
any more with the government of Baghdad. Aadel Aga rejoined Sultan 
Husseyne on the tenth of Zilhudge ;* but perceiving in the monarch 
no disposition to abandon his effeminate courses, he left him for the 
last time ; and with the troops of his own government, returned to 
Sullauniah, where he proceeded to exercise without restraint, all the 
powers of independent authoritv. 

Not long afterrvards, the principal inhabitants of Baghdad, with a 
remittance of four hundred tomauns in specie, conveyed to Shahzadah 
, Sheikh Ally, and his minister at Sluishter, an invitation to return and 
resume his authority among them. Tliis, they did not conceive tliem- 
selvcs under anv engagement to decline ; and thevaccordinglvadvanced 
without further delay into Arabian Irak. The effeminate Sultan IIus- 
scyne contented himself with dispatching two of his generals, iSIah- 
mud Dowauty, andOmar Keptehauky, to oppose the design; hut these 
commanders being defeated with great slaughter, and taken prisoners, 
by I’eir Ally Baudek, the Sultan quitted Baghdad on intelligence of 
the disaster, with a precipitation which partook of all the circumstances 
ofa disgraceful flight, flaking, however, the best oi his way towards 
Tebreiz, he ultimately contrived to reach that place in safety, alter 
experiencing a thousand difficulties, and being reduced to practice a 
thousand shifts and ex|)edients. 

About the period at which Siiltan Husseyne returned to Tebreiz, iu 
these circumstances of defeat and distress, Aadel Aga was employed 
in recovering some of the castles in the territory of Bey, which hail 
been tidcen possession of by Ameir Wiilly ; who had by this time ex- 
tended his authority from Juijaun into Mazanderauu westwards. Dis- 
temardin-^ ail considerations of personal hazard, In order to eonc;li- 

•Marciibtii, 1.101. 

4 X 4i. 



708 


A. IL 701. ate, and pei]}aps restore to himself the confidence of Aadel Aga, the 
A. D. 1382. Sultan did not hesitate to detach to his support the greater part of the 
Habeib-us- troops of his province; thus resigning the protection of himself and 
hiscapitaljto av'cry slenderand in-competent force. Such was his situ- 
ation, when in the early part of the seven hundred and eighty fourth of 
the Hidjerah, his brotherSultan Ahmed, sufficiently celebrated under 
the title of Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, than wliom in audacity of mind, 
according to our author, this earth has seldom produced the equal, 
carried away by an unprincipled ambition of power, suddenly quitted 
Tebreizaiid took the road to Ardcbeil, which he held in jagueir. or feu- 
dal subjection under the authority ofhisbroth<,w. From Ardcbeil, inspire 
of every solicitation on the part of Sultan Hussey ne to return, he pro- 
, reeded towards >Joghaun, and from thcnceinto the peninsula of Aran, 

between tiic Cvrus and Araxes, where he succeeded in assernblino’ a 
bully ot troops ; and at the bead of these he now retraced Ids steps to- 
wards the metropolis of Azei'haijauti. On the filfecnth of Suli’nr of the 
seven hundred and eighty fourth ol'the Ilidjerah,* he entered that me- 
tropolis by surprise; and although the unhappy Shltan contrived to 
conceal himself in the first moments of alarm, he was however carlv 
discovered, and the same night condemned to die, through the merci- 
less rigour of an unfeeling brother. 

This prince appears to have enjoyed his precarious sov'ereignty fur 
a period of eight years, five months, and two and twenty days ; but, if 
the representation of some historians be true, that, notwithstanding his 
acknowledged singular endowments, he was not only immoderately 
addicted to his pleasures, hut guilty of actions equally inconsistent 
with the dignity of a monarch, and unworthy of his character as a man, 
his fate could not have been either long, or extensively lamented. 

Sultan Ahmed Jullaeir, andSultan Bayezzid, lastof the Eyl- 

KHAUNIAXS. 

It is here repeated that Sultan Ahmed the son of A vveiss, was a pri nee 
Sultan ^hmed less distinguished tor his singular audacity, than for his sangui- 
Ju Li AE! R, lust ot uary and turbulent spirit, the gloominess of his mind, and tlie unre- 
lenting cruelty and injustice of his disposition. With these qualities, 
he is liowe\er allowed to have possessed from nature some very con- 
siderable endowments, and in particular he is described to have been 

* April 20lli, 1382. 



70 & 


«n unrivalled proficient in music. But without entering fiuthe\'„ ■' 
the discussion of these points, which cannot at present be verv nrav. * 
rial, theanthor proceeds to state, thathoweverhe had stained the palace. 
ofTcbreiz with the blood of one brother, there yet remained another 
in Sultan Bayezzdd, who with some difficulty contrived to effect his 
escape to Sultauniah, to dispute his claims to the sovereign power. 

At that place Sultan Bayezzid was received with distinction and re- 
gard by Aadcl Aga, who declared in support of his authority; which 
he immediately prepared to assert with all the force ofhis government. 
Aadel Aga was accordingly soon on his march towards Tebreiz, having- 
first, on some Jealousy or other, found it expedient to confine the per- 
son of Shah Munsur tlie S hiraiizian, to the fortress of Kerrautu. Be- 
ing however deserted on his arrival at the town of Miaunah, by Yaughy 
Baussety the son of Ally Aynauk, and Abu Saeid the son of Deher 
ISIelek, these two chieis conveyed intelligence of his approach and 
that of Bayezzid, to Sultan Ahmed ; and the latter, whose power was 
as yet but imperfectly established, very gladly availed himself of this 
early information, to abandon Tebreiz ; which was, shortiv afterwards, 
entered without resistancf', by Aadel .Aga and his royal associate. Con- 
signing tlio government of Tebreiz to Abbas Aga and Mussaufer Bon- 
datchei, Aadel Aga continued his march to Marend ; from whence he 
detached two ofhis captains, Alahmud Dovvauty, and KaraBostaum, 
towards the Araxes, or Oras, with orders to establish themselves on 
that river, and to seize and fortify the bridge of Zeia-ul-mulk. All 
which was accomplished without dillieulty. 

In the mean time, Sultan Ahmed contrived to open a secret corres- 
pondence with these two commanders, as well as with Abbas and Mhs- 
saufer, who had been left in charge of Tebroiz ; and he finally succeeded 
in persuading them, that the services which they rendered to another 
were justly due to himself alone. This change of disposition on the 
part ofhis followers, was by some means or other intimated to .Aadel 
Aga, and he conceived it prudent to return without delay to Sultaun- 
iah ; while Sultan Ahmed, on intelligence of his retreat, dis[)atched 
Hamzah, one ofhis generals, accompanied by Yaughy Baussety, and 
Abu Sacid recently mentioned, towards Tebreiz. These chiefs, on ap- 
proaching the neighborhood of that city, and observing from alar the 
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A H. ’784 85 . coluoin of troops under Mussaufer and Abbas, who were marching to 
A. D. 1382 - 83 . join Sultan Ahmed, mutually exprcs,sed an apprehension, that if Abbas 
J 4 abeib-us- gnd his collegue, who were both of the same national stock ivith the 
Sultan, that of Jullaeir, were once admitted to a familiar intercourse 
with the prince, the result must necessarily prove, an acquisition of 
influence over his councils, far superior to any thing to which they could 
pretend. It was therefore determined at once to set their minds at 
rest on this point, before the objects of their jealousy were suffered 
to proceed any further ; and the two chiefs ivere accordingly put to 
death, at the conference which necessarily took place, and before they 
had yet opened their lips in explanation of their designs. The heads 
of the two commanders were conveyed to Sultan Ahmed ; ivho thought 
fit, since the act was past redemption, and however privately he dis- 
approved of it, for the present to dissemble his resentment. He soon 
afterwards re-entered Tebreiz, and for some time devoted his attention 
to regulate the government, and to conciliate the minds of the people. 

lie liad not, however, been long thus laudably engaged, when sud- 
denly interrupted in his pursuits, by reports repeatedly announced of 
the a]iproach of Shahzadah Slieikh Ally, and I’eir Ally IJaudek ; wlio 
bad been drawn into Azerbaijaun by the insidious representations of 
Aadel Aga. Tlie Sultan hastened to op])osp,and to give them battle ; 
'wliicli he was enabled to do, on the banks of the huft-roiul, or seven 
rivers ; but, his left wing being thrown into confusion by the unex- 
jicctcd desertion of Omar the Keptcliaukian, who went over to tlie 
enemy, he was totally defeated, and compelled to retire }>v the route of 
Khovvy, to Nakhtcluiauii. Here, however, at the tomb of I’eir Ma- 
hoinmed Aaklitcliuaunv, he had an interview witli Kara Mahommed 
the Turkman, whose aid lie earnestlv solicited to obtain vcim-eance on 
liis enemies. 


The 'Furkman chief expressed his readiness to embark in his quarrel; 
stipulating, however, that the Sultan should on his part engage, first, 
that his troops, when the enemy were brought to action, should remain 
inactive spectators, at^ a place which at the proper period would be 
pointed out to them, and so continue until with his own followers the 
Turkman should have decided the victory ; and secondiy, that in the 
event of success, he should relinquish all claim to share in thebooty^ 
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whatever 1t might prove. To both these stipulation^ Sultan ^ H 

subscribed without difficulty. On which, witli an address wlucl- A. 1). laau i;a. 
evinced considerable skill in the art of war, the Turkman iprocecded to UiUeih-us- 
fonn a body of five thousand men, drawn together for the occasion, 
into separate Kushuns, or battalions of three hundred each ; and sub- 
dividing each Kushun into sections of thirty men, he further directed 
that these should advance to gall the enemy u ith their arrows, in dis- 
tinct parties of ten ; alternatcdy retiring and relieved by the succeed- 
ing parties in rotation, until the issue of the contest should be deter- 
mined. In this disposition Kara Mahommed gave battle to the Shali- 
zadah Sheikh Ally, and f’eir Ally Jlaudek ; both of whom falling in 
the course, of the action, the Turkmans obtained a signal victory, and 
returned to their stations, with an immense booty. Sultan Ahmed 
again repossessed himself of Tebreiz ; and in derision of his attem[its to 
subvert his authority, transmitted the head of Peir Ally, to Aadel Aga 


at Sultauiiiah. 

Shortlv afterwards, however, Aadel Aga was again on his marcli for 
Tebreiz ; hut some mutual proposals towards an accommodation inter- 
vening, the Sultan had been induced todist)ate]i two ot his officers to 
hold aconferrence with his adversaries, and hy the mysteries of their 
common faith, to confirm the basis of a treaty of peace. Nevertheless, 


while he was expecting the return of his agents, the Sultan was sud- 
deiilv apprized that Aadel Aga was at hand ; and becoming alaimed at 
intelligence wdiich he was not prejiared to leceire, another flight to 
Nakhtchuaun, Mogliaun, ami Aran, was found unavoidable, and his last 
alternative was an application to llusluing prince of Sliirvaiin. In 
the mean time, Aadel Aga took up his quarters at Oujauu, where the 


Ameirs of theproviiice in general submitted to him, and were received 
w ith eip.al kindness and distinction. Such was the situation ot allairs, 
when through the mediation of Aineir Ilosliiiiig, a treaty was at last 
concluded between the hostile chiefs ; by which it was finally arranged 
that Azerbaijaun sliould be ceded in full sovereignty to Saltan Ahmed ; 
Irak Ajem to Sultan Payezzid ; and that Aadel Aga should be associated 
with Siiltan Ahmed, in the possession of Arabian Irak. 

Returning toSultauniah upon this arrangement, an application was 
coi.veved to Aadel Aga trom the principal inhabitants ot Baghdad, 
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A. II. 735 33. soliciting that a person in his confidence inightattend them to that city; 

A. D. 1383. engagingthat they would undertake tosecure thewholeofit, in his 
llabeib-us- behalf. In Consequence of this, Tursoun, a couzin german of his own, 
of established character and reputation in arms, was selected by Aadel 
Aga, to accompany the persons who had promoted the application 
into Arabian Irak, and, with Kowaum-ud-dein Alenjeky as his deputy* 
to assume the government of Baghdad. On his arrival, Abdulmelek 
Tiimghatchei, whowas inthetemporary exercise of authority, attended 
by the party concerned in the assassination of Ameir Ismaeit, pro- 
ceeded to visit the new governor; and, with all who accompaniedhim, 
was immediately put to death. A treasure of two thousand tomauns 
found in his dwelling, became the prey of an indigent and rapacious 
multitude ; and the whole city being upon this abandoned to seditioa 
and outrage, the money which had been collected for Aadel Aga dis- 
appeared in the universal uproar that ensued. 

Intelligence of these disorders and usurpations being, however, early 
conveyed to SCiltan Ahmed, now at Tebreiz, he hastened without de- 
lay to put an end to them. On the march, he was joined bv Shall 
Mtinsur the Shirauzian, who had contrived to effect liis eseajie from 
Kerrautu ; and Tursoun, having fled from Baghdkl, in the direction of 
Vakoubiah, on the approach of the Sultan, he was immediately pur- 
sued and overtaken, and a few days afterwards perished, together with 
his deputy, by the sword of the executioner. 


Having passed the winter at Baglidml, Sultan Ahmed returned in 
the spring of seven hundred and eighty five,* into Azerbaijaun ; leav- 
ing Shah Munsur the Shirauzian, whom he never saw again well es- 
tablished in the countries on the Tigris, and the metropoUs of Ba-hdad 
under the separate government of Khaujah Yaheya the Semnaunian 
In the neighborhood ofMeraughah, ho was mnv opposed in battle by 
the troops of Aadel Aga ; whom he appears to have defeated with con- 
.Hemb.e smughter^ Aadel Aga retinngupon this to his government 
ofbultauniah, theSultan proceeded to Oujaun ; and advancino-shortly 
atterwards with accelerated speed in pursuit of the ftga, that chief with- 
d.ew at h.s approach ; and entrusting the defence of his capital to one 
n whose fidelity he thought be could rely, made the bos; of his way 
to Hamadaun. from that place he immediately dispatched to soljc’l 
the assistance ot Shah Shujia prince of Shiranz. 


* A. D. laes. 
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ShahShujla embraced with avidity the oppoituuiiy ll.u 
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of extending his power into Azerbaijaun ; and conducting his Xvoops ^ 
immediately to the station of Oukaun, he was there joined by Sihuui Italn ib 
J'layezzid and Aadel Aga, whom he accompanied shortly afterwavAs 
into Hamadaun. At that place the agents of Sultan Ahmed now also 
presented themselves, to demand an interview with the prince of Shir- 
auz ; at which they declared on the part of their master, that so far as 
related to Sultan Bayezzid his hereditarj'^ superior, he was not in the 
slightest degree disposed to withhold from him, his just share of power ; 
and that he would very cheerfully subscribe to any arrangement which 
Shah Shujiamightthink it equitable to dictateon that head. But, with 
respect to Aadel, thathewas a refractory andrebellious vassal, who had 
insidiously availed himself of the Shah’s protection ; and he trusted 
that he would neither be encouraged in his audacity, nor enabled to ex- 
ecute hisunprincipleddc>igns of usurpation. Having already conceived 
the design of discarding Aadel Aga, and of obtaining possession of Siil- 
tauiiiah for himself, in the name of Sultan Bayezzid, Shah Shiijia pro- 
ceeded to disclose these views with little reserve to theagents of Siiltaii 
Ahmed ; and the plan was finally resolved on between them. The first 
indication of some such secret arrangement, v- as an order from Sh ih 
Shujia, that the Tebrizian Ameirs hi th,e service ot Suu..,- Bavezzid, 
should discontinue their visits to /Sadc. ---ga. 


Sultan Ahmed now withdrew todebreiz whi 
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ezzid, accompanied by Ibrauhiin Shah, and dJvdull.ereini, two of the 
olficers of Shah Shujia, to whom he had engaged to assign the tmtire 
administration of his government, tooktlie roadto Sultauniah ; theShir- 
auzian,on his part, confiding to this engagement. proceeilingtoShiish- 
tcr, the capital of Khiizistaun, anciently Susa. On their arrival at 
Sultauniah, nevertheless, Omar Keritcluiuky, and Mahoinined Jein- 
sheid, two principal commanders in the service ol Sultan Bavez/.itl, 
proceeded to dispute both the policy and expediency of committing 
either town or citadel, to the discretion of Shah Si.njia’s olRcers ; and 
the result was, that these officers were designedly lodged in a con- 
fined and sequestered part of the city, while' the M'lltau and his court 
took possession of the citadel, without further attmuiug to their si- 
tuation in the slightest degree. Hence, reduced to extremity loi lin-x 
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very means of existence, both Ibrauliim Shah and Abdnlkereim, were 
compelled in the depth of winter to make the best of their way to 
Shirauz. 

AVhen he had, however, continued in the exercise of his authority 
for a period of fifteen days, Sultan Bayezzid, most unexpectedly, and 
apparently without provocation, put to death Omar the Keptchaukian, 
one of his most disting uished captains ; and this act of capricious cru- 
elty filling the rest of his officers with suspicion and alarm, they all 
immediately fled his court. And, intelligence of his brother’s folly 
being soon conveyed to Sultan Ahmed, that prince repaired without 
delay to Sultauniah ; and having obtained possession of the citadel by 
capitulation, he immediately placed it in a respectable state ofdefcnce, 
and established his son Keybouga, a child of two, or perhaps of ten 
years old, in the government, under the tutelage of Tchobaun Kour- 
tchei, possibly his chief engineer. After which consigning the terri- 
torial management to Sheikh Mahmud Jandaur? the Sultan returned 
toTebreiz, (•ompelllng liis brutlier Bayezzid to hear him company. 

In these circumstances rumour widely circulated the intelhgence, 
that the irresistible Teymur was on his march towards Irak and .Vzer- 
baijann ; and not long afterwards, the envoys of that celebrated con- 
queror, made their appearance at Tebreiz. Sidtan Ahmed, however, 
decliued seeing them until he should have removed to Baghdad ; for 
which city he immediately directed that they should proceed under a 
properescort, while he followed himself, at his own convenience. Aa- 
del Aga, whose enterprising ambition continued still unsubdued by 
adverse contingencies, hastened to avail himself of the absence of the 
Siiltan, and once more obtained possession of Sftltauniah ; and being 
immediately joined by many thousands in arms, proceeded to fortify 
and secure himself in that city. This produced a renewal of liostilities 
between him and Sultan Ahmed ; in which while they were yet en- 
gaged, the gilded crescents on the standards of Teymur announced 
the actual arrival of that monarch on the frontiers of farss and Irfik 
Ajem, and drew the attention of the hostile chiefs, from the efiforts of 
mutual extermination, to contend with the more dreadful evils of for- 
eign invasion. 



After having maintained an unequal contest 
mur, for a period of considerable duration, Siiita 
constrained to fly for protection to the court of Baj 
the Othmanlu, orOttoman Turks, (Eylderem Bayezz 
thunderbolt.) with whom he continued, until that pi 
upon to defend his own dominions, on the approach o. 
vincible conqueror. He then, in company with K^ira Yhssu. 
man, who had alsosought the protection of Bajazet, corruptly s 
withdrew through Syria into Egypt. The Sultan of Egypt, ^ 
Feridje, treated them for some time, with friendly hospitality; but u. 
mately threw them into prison, with the design of conveying them 
chains to the presence of the Tcheghat;lian conqueror. But while h ■ 
■was preparing to carry his design into execution, it was fortunatelv 
ascertained that death had terminated the fearful career of Teymilr; and 
the two chiefs were immediately set at large, and permitted to make 
the best of their way, Sultan Ahmed into Arabian Irak, and Kara 
Yussuf into Azerbaijaun, respectively. Sultan Ahmed contrived with- 
out much difficulty to repossess himself of Irak, and Kara Yussuf was 
equally successful in reducing Azerbaijaun. But, the Turkman chief 
having occasion to be absent on an expedition to the borders of west- 
ern Anatolia, his ally, Sultan Ahmed the partner of his exile, and the 
associate of his misfortunes, in direct violation of his engagements, 
availed himself of the advantage, to enter Azerbaijaun, and take pos- 
session of Tebreiz. This pcrfiilious breach of contract was not long 
without its punishment. Kara Yussuf returned from his expedition, 
and at the distance of two farsangs, or about eight miles from Tebreiz, 
on Friday the twenty fifth of the latter Rebbeia, of the 812 th of the 
Hidjerah,* gave battle to bis faithless ally. In this Sultan Ahmed was 
totally defeated ; and endeavoring to conceal himself within the city, 
he was the same night discovered and put to death by his indignant 
conqueror, afterhaving held a precarious authority, for seven and twen- 
ty years four months and ten days. With him terminated the power 
of the family of Jullaeir, which commenced, as we have already seen, 
with Arneir Hussunthe Eylkhaunian, the son in law of AmeirTcho- 
baun Yelduz so often mentioned in the preceding pages. 

* September 8tii, 1409. 
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'of oF’SfiUMI Afi^Q^ ^I^ir, oi^to. 

^ipated) in Order to hasten to the hdore 
;y of Teym&r ; which will be presented to tbdVe^ . 
^ent volume — if it be permitted to the author of 
ft)r the continuation of life and health, to prosecute hisi 
termination. 


END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 




PRINTED BY HENRY’ HUGHES, BRECON. 







